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It  was  originally  my  intention  that  this  compilation 
should  consist  of  only  three  volumes,  but  here,  how- 
ever, is  ihc/uitrth,  which,  notwithstanding  every  desire 
to  compress  the  wliole  matter  into  the  smallest  pos- 
sible space  and  to  close  the  undertaking,  only  reaches 
to  the  autumn  of  1837,  including  the  affairs  of  St. 
Denis,  St.  Charles,  and  Moore's  Corner,  extinguish- 
ing the  Rebellion,  of  that  year.  South  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence. That  of  St.  ilustache,  with  its  incidents,  and 
the  events  of  the  three  following  years,  with  a  copi- 
ous Appendix  of  very  interesting  papers,  for  the  most 
part  not  hitherto  published,  will  constitute  the  fifth 
and  final  volume.  The  number  and  length  of  the 
various  parliamentary,  official,  and  other  public  docu" 
ments  and  records,  necessary  to  the  right  and  full 
understanding  of  affairs,  and  which,  as  such,  could 
not  with  propriety  be  omitted,  have  distended  the 
work  to  its  present  overgrown  bulk.  I  am  very 
sensible  that  the  perusal  ot  a  large  portion  of  it  will 
be  found  dry  and  heavy,  if  not  absolutely  a  pennance. 
to  the  reader  who  will  have  the  courage  to  under- 
take  it,  and  consequently  little  relished  by  most 
readers,  particularly  those  already  ac([uainted  with 
the  matters  related.  But  it  is  to  be  remembered 
always,    that   the   principal    object   of    this    work    is 
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rather  to  reconl.  fur  Aituio  iiirunuati«  n,  tlio  various 
and  important  sayinus  and  doiji;^^s,  parliamontiiry  and 
political,  that  have  t  ikcn  j.laco  in  Lower  Canada 
(with  Upj)er  Can  ida  it  has  noihin-^  to  do,)  durin- 
the  fifty  years  (tf  its  political  existence,  ji  Ilepertorvj 
in  fact,  that  may  he  referred  to  and  ennsnlted  Ity 
those  who,  followin;:,-  us,  shall  take  an  interest  in  tlieso 
our  times,  and  de.-iire  clearly  to  understand  and  as- 
certain to  a  certainty  wliat,  '*  in  our  day  and  <:;ciiera- 
tion,"  we  have  heen  (((uarrellini;  ?)  ahout,  than  lor 
the  j^iratilieatiou  or  amusement  oi'  the  present  actors 
in  the  political  drama,  or  of  the  lookers-on. 


K.  C. 


Quebec.  Febriuiry,  isr»3. 


A  HISTORY 


r\»    THE    LATE 

PROVINCE  OF  LOWER   CANADA. 

CIIAPTKR  XXXV. 

Mr.  Rochuck  moves  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  nn  rn(iuiry 
into  Canada  m;il*er«< — liis  motion  sujurseded  by  the  Colonial 
Minister's,  and  select  committ«e  njn»oinied  to  inquire.  Ac. — 
report— menacing  langnnge  of  the  French  press  and  Vindi- 
cator in  alliance  with  it — organization  in  accordance  there- 
with, and  uneasiness  of  the  liriti.sh  population  in  conse- 
quence— lo}al address  to  the  King  from  Montreal,  lorwarded 
through  the  Governor— his  answer  to  the  deputation — ad- 
dress to  the  King  from  Quebec— central  and  permanent 
committee  of  delegates  sit  at  Monlieal  as  a  "  convention" — 
report  of  their  proceedings — another  similar  to  it  formed  at 
Quebec — Parliament  expires  and  general  elections  in  conse- 
quence— Constitutional  Association  formed  at  Quebec — 
another  at  Montreal — "  declaration'^  issued  by  that  of  Que- 
bec— address  of  the  constitutionals  at  Montreal — advance  of 
£31,000  by  home  government  to  relieve  the  ofhcials — Cor- 
poration of  Quebec,  on  the  eve  of  the  new  year,  resolve  not 
to  visit  the  Governor — Asiatic  cholera — new  Parliament 
meets — speech,  &c. — address  to  the  King  and  both  Houses 
on  the  state  of  the  Province — Assembly  short  of  funds — ad- 
dress the  Governor — f.nswer— resolution  thereupon— Gov- 
ernment transmits  certain  communications  from  the  Coloni- 
al Minister,  Mr.  Spring  Rice — public  accounts  and  esti- 
mates sent  down,  but  wholly  disregarded — Governor's  fuv- 
tber  answer  to  the  Assembly  relative  to  their  address  ibr 
£18,000  to  cover  contingencies — Assembly  prorogued — Mr. 
Jessopp,  collector  of  customs,  conr.mitted.— bill  naming  Mr. 
Roebuck  agent,  rejected  by  the  Legislative  Council — Con- 
stitutional Associations  active — petitions  to  the  King  and 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  agreed  upon — Mr.  John  Neilson 
of  Quebec  and  Mr  Walker  of  Montreal,  deputed  as  the 
bearers — Corporation  of  Quebec  desire  to  wait  upon  the 
Governor — His  Excellency  declines  their  visit— debate  ia 
House  of  Commons  on  (/anada  affairs -it  is  determined 
that  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed  to  proceed  to  this 
Province  and  investigate  them — documents  in  the  Official 
Quebec  Gazette — Lord  Aylmer's  recall  announced — public 
addresses  to  him— Lord  Gosford's  arrival,  accompanied  by 
Sir  Charles  Grey  and  Sir  George  Gipps — Lord  Aylmer's  de- 
parture— monument  erected  at  his  expense  to  the  mcmor}' 
of  Wolfe  on  the  spot  where  he  fill. 
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TiiKRE  was  now  in  putilloiis  nnd  complaints  from 
Canada  to  tlio  }i;ovcrnuicnt  at  lioine  luiUtcr  to  eu- 
guj^c  again  tlie  attention  of  tlio  laiporial  l^arlianicjit, 
und  to  it,  accordin;rly,  tlie  petitions  were  referred. 

On  the  loth  April.  Mr.  Koelmck  moved  in  tlio 
House  of  Commons  for  '•  the  ap|)ointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  means  of  remcdyin;;;  the 
evils  which  exist  in  the  form  of  the  government 
now  existing  in  r])pcr  and  Lower  Canada."  This 
liowever,  lie  withdrew,  on  a  motion  in  amendment 
by  31r.  Stanley,  the  Colonial  ^linister,  for  ''a  select 
committee  to  en([uii'e  into  and  report  to  the  House 
how  far  the  grievances  comjilaincd  of  in  the  year 
1828,  on  the  part  of  certain  inhabitimts  of  Lower 
Canada  have  been  redressed,  and  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee  of  this  Hou.sc  which  sat  there- 
upon liJiVe  been  citmjdied  with  on  the  part  of  His 
jNIajesty's  (lovernment ;  and  to  impiirc  into  the  mat 
tor  of  certain  other  grievances  not  then  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  this  House,  but  now  set 
forth  in  resolutions  of  the  Houso  of  Assembly  of 
Lower  Canada  in  the  present  session,  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereon  to  the  House." 

31  r.  Secretary  Stanley,  in  handing  in  to  the 
Speaker  the  names  of  those  whom  he  intended  should 
constitute  his  committee,  observed  that  he  had  in- 
cluded the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who,  being  mem- 
bers of  the  Houi-c  in  1828,  had  been  of  the  Canada 
Committee.  Mr.  Hume's  name  having  been  inc'uded, 
he  begged  it  might  be  withdrawn,  being  already  on 
several  committees  requiring  his  whole  attention, 
and  his   re(|uest   was   granted.-'^     To   tint   committee 


•Tlie  committee  consisted  of:  Mr  Secretary  Stanley,  Mr  Roe- 
buck. .Mr.  F  Lewis.  Mr.  W  VVynn  ,  Mr.  E  Dennison,  Mr  Lock, 
Mr  Fazakerly,  Lord  Landon,  Mr  Labouehere,  Sir  J  Graham, Mr 
Goulburn.Lord  Howick,  Mr  A  Buring,  MrEllice.Mr  E  Stewart 
MrE  Oliphant,  Mr  Robinson,  Mr  O'Connell.Mr  R  Grant,  Sir  M 
Ridley,  Mr.  B.  Carter,  Sir  H.  Hardinge,  Mr.  H  L  Bulwer,  Mr. 


the  various  petitions  .in J  doeumeuts  relatinj/  to  Ca- 
uadiaii  <];rievunces  were  referred.  They  aeeordiii^ly 
went  to  work  witli  tlie  .same  atteiitiou  and  assiduity 
that  had  eliaraeterised  tlic  former  eommittee,  exa- 
luiiiin*];  several  persons  then  in  Kn^hmd  from  Canada, 
calling  also  lor  the  otheial  eorrcspondenee  between 
the  home  and  colonial  governments.  After  an  at- 
tentive investi,LMtion,  the  eommittee  reported  ou  the 
3d  of  July,  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  select  committee  have,  pursuant  to  the  order 
of  the  House,  examined  the  niatters  to  them  referred 
and  a<^reed  to  the  following  re})ort  : — 

''  Your  connnittee  have  taken  into  their  serious 
consideration  the  matters  referred  to  them  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  aifairs  of  Jjower  Canada. 

•'  Your  connnittee  I  ave  examined  several  witnesses 
ou  these  matters.  They  have  also  considered  atten- 
tively the  despatches  and  letters  which  have  passed 
between  the  Colonial  Otliee  and  the  Governor  of  the 
l^rovince  since  the  year  1S28,  which  correspondence 
has  been  laid  before  them  without  the  least  reserve. 

'*  Y'our  committee  considered  it  their  duty  to  de- 
clare their  opinion,  that  a  most  earnest  anxiety  has  ex- 
isted on  the  part  of  the  home  irovernnient  to  carry  into 
execution  the  suggestions  of  the  select  committee  of 
1828 ;  and  that  the  endeavours  of  the  govcnnnent 
to  that  end  have  been  unremitting,  and  gxiided  by 
the  desire,  in  all  cases,  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  colony  ;  and  your  committee  have  observed  with 
much  satisfaction,  that  in  several  im}M)rtant  particu- 
lars their  endeavours  have  been  successful.  It  is, 
however,  with  deep  regret  that  your  c(jmmittee  per- 
ceive that  in  others  they  have  not  been  attended 
with  that  success  which  might  have  been  antici- 
pated ;    heats    and    animosities    having    unfortunately 

Warre,  Sir  C.  Grey,  Mr.  Warburton,  Mr.  P.  Stcwiirt,  and  M^ 
Romilly.  Power  to  send  fur  persons,  pai^crs  and  records  . 
five  to  be  the  quorum. 
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ariwMi,  iind  difforonoos  continuiti*:  to  prcvnil  })ctwocn 
tho  bratielicH  of  the  Colonial  liOjjjislaturo,  mm  well  as 
bctwfion  the  lIouMC  of  Assonihly  niul  His  Majesty's 
uiovcnnnc'nt  ;  those  ufihappy  diftVreiu-os  np|iear  to 
your  coiiiniittoo  no  less  ralciilatcil  to  chofk  the  pro- 
gross  of  iinprovcinent  in  one  of  tho  most  inijjortant 
of  (nir  colonial  jtossossions,  than  to  effoct  most  injurious- 
ly tlii^  intorost  of  tho  British  onipiro. 

'*  Voiir  ooniniittoe  Ixliove  that  thoy  will  best  (lis- 
charfi^o  their  <lnty  by  withhoklinj^  any  'urther  opinion 
on  the  points  still  in  dispute. 

"  It  has  appeared  to  thoni  that  some  mutual  mis- 
conceptions have  ])rcvailed,  and  when  your  com- 
mittee consider  the  extreme  importance  that  a  per- 
i'cct  reconciliation  of  these  differences  should  take 
place,  they  cx])rcss  their  earnest  hope  that  these 
misconceptions  beiuij;  removed,  many  of  the  present 
difficulties  will  no  longer  exist,  or  will  Ix;  amicably  ad- 
justed. 

"  Your  committee  are  also  induced  to  take  this 
course,  by  their  persuasion  that  the  practical  mea- 
sures for  the  future  administration  of  Lower  Canada 
may  best  be  lei't  to  tho  mature  consideration  of  the 
government,  responsible  for  their  adoption  and  execu- 
tion. 

"  Your  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  it  would  not 
be  expedient  to  ap})ly  for  power  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  examined,  or  the 
documents  which  have  been  laid  before  them." 

In  the  meantime,  the  spirit  abroad  corresponded 
to  that  in  the  Assembly,  notwithstanding  the  opinion 
to  the  contrary  expressed  by  Lord  Aylmer  at  the 
prorogation.  The  French  press  and  the  Vindicator, 
an  English  paper  at  Montreal,  co-operating  with  it, 
assumed  a  menacing  and  revolutionary  tone,  alarm- 
ing to  the  who'e  British  population  of  the  Province, 
who,  seeing  the  Canadians  of  French  origin  every- 
where  organising   themselves   for    purposes   evidently 
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hostile  to  th(»  jrovtMniiuMit,  })OLr!m  to  lliink  it  tiiiio  to 
bestir  and  y\:\vo  tlM'iusdvcs  in  an  attitiuic  suitcMl  to 
the  ii]>]»ro;u'hitiir  crisis.  A  loyul  jkMiosh  to  the 
KifiLj.  V(M*y  immcrously  siL'Tu-d,  was  [)ro|>;irt'«l  at  Mon- 
treal, 'liiis  was  I'orwiirchMl  tlircUj^li  lirml  Ayhnor, 
on  wlioni  a  (h'|iutation  of  ifilial)it;int^  of  tliat  city 
"Waited,  with  an  acMress  recpiestiiiLT  hini  to  tr.nisniit 
it:  '-We  I'ave  Ijeen  de[niteil,"  said  they,  "on  \]w 
part  of  a  larL'e  portion  of  the  iohahitants  nf  Montreal 
and  its  vicinity,  to  present  to  yonr  lordship  their 
petition  to  His  Maji^sty  in  opposition  to  the  spirit 
and  tentleney  of  the  ninety-two  re.solntions  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  tlie  House  of  Assend)ly,  and  respect- 
fully to  re(|uest  that  you  will  he  pleased  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  laid  at  the  loot  of  the  Throne. 

♦'  We  be<x  to  assure  Your  p]xcelleney,  from  our  own 
knowled^^c  with  respect  tft  the  town,  and  the  decla- 
rations of  re.specta])le  individuals  in  the  country,  and 
from  other  tei^tinionials,  that  the  siijnaturss  affixed 
to  this  petition  arc  those  of  persons  of  respectability, 
and  almost,  without  exception,  of  mature  aj:^e — m 
corroboration  of  whicli  we  be<;  leave  to  refer  Your 
Excellency  to  one  sheet,  containinj^  upwards  of  four 
hundred  sifmatures  of  French  Canadians,  certified 
by  a  public  notary  to  be  those  of  so  niany  landholders 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin  alone, 

"  Those  whom  we  have  the  honor  to  represent 
have  throui^hout  disdained  tlie  subterlu|j;cs  and  arti- 
fices by  wliich  the  opposite  party  are  swelling  the 
signatures  to  their  pe^^tion  in  approbation  of  the 
ninety-two  resolutions,  by  subscriling  the  names  of 
infants,  and  of  adults,  mi.sled  into  the  V)elief  that 
they  were  merely  signing  a  declaration  of  tlieir  sati.s- 
faction  with  their  present  condition. 

•'  We  feel  assured  that  Your  Kxeellcncy  will  be  gra- 
tified to  learn  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  respec- 
table part  of  the  community  have,  in  so  many  sec- 
tions  of    the   country,    re-echoed    the   sentiments    of 
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Your    Excellency    in    regard    to   the   resolutions    in 
question. 

"  We  beg  that  Your  Jixcellency  will  be  pleased  to 
accept  the  assurances  of  our  profound  respect  and 
consideration/'     To  this  he  replied  : 

''  Gentlemen, — The  numbers,  but  more  especially 
the  respectability  of  the  individuals  who  are  sub- 
scribers to  the  Address  to  the  King,  which  you  have 
placed  in  my  hands,  invest  it  with  a  character  of  im- 
portance, which  affords  me  an  opportunity  of  depart- 
ing in  some  degree  from  the  brief  form  of  answer 
usual  on  similar  occasions  in  making  a  few  observa- 
tions upon  topics  of  much  local  interest  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  and  I  am  the  more  desirous  of  avail- 
ing myself  of  this  opportunity  of  doing  so,  because 
of  the  restraints  imposed  upon  the  head  of  ihe 
Executive  Government  by  his  official  situation, 
which,  by  circumscribing  the  occasions  wherein  he 
can  make  known  his  own  views  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Province,  expose  his  pul^lic  acts  to  daily  misrepre- 
sentation. 

"  In  the  first  place  I  will  say  a  few  words  regard- 
ing the  complaints  which  luve  been  so  frequently 
urged  upon  the  consideration  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  of  the  partial  and  unjust  distribution 
(as  it  is  alleged)  of  the  honors  and  employments  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Crown,  in  favor  of  one  particular 
class  of  Ilis  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province.  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  ground  of  the  o  complaints, 
and  the  mode  by  which  its  removal  is  sought  for, 
(admitting  for  a  moment  its  existence.)  have  not 
been  duly  considered. 

"  If  it  be  desirable  that  a  rule  should  be  establish- 
ed for  distributing  the  honors  and  emi:)loynients  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Crown  amongst  the  King's  sub- 
jects in  this  Province,  of  different  origin,  according 
to  their  relative  numbers,  it  becomes  a  matter  for 
consideration    in    wluit    manner  this   object   is   to  be 
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accomplished.  Is  it  proposed  to  separate  and  divide 
into  classes,  the  inhabitants  of  English,  French, 
Scotch,  Irish  and  Amcrieaa  birth  or  origii  ,  and  in 
like  manner  to  parcel  out  into  shufcs  proportioned 
to  their  respective  numbers,  all  those  honors  and 
employments,  assigning  to  each  chiss  its  due  propor- 
tion ? — or  is  it  proposed  that  successively  as  employ- 
ments in  the  various  departments  of  the  Amiuis- 
tration  becomes  disposable,  they  shall  be  conferred  on 
individuals  of  the  several  clasc^es  in  rotation,  thereby 
establishing  a  species  of  lottery  of  the  favors  and 
distinctions  of  Government  ? 

''  In  giving  effect  to  the  principle  of  distribution 
above  mentioned,  the  necessary  calculations  for 
ascertaining  the  numbers  in  each  diss  must  undergo 
frequent  revisions,  Avith  reference  to  the  constant 
changes  going  forward  in  the  coinponent  parts  of  the 
population  of  the  Province,  from  the  effects  of  euii- 
gration  and  other  circumstances.- — These,  and  other 
details,  would  inevitably  give  rise  to  further  com- 
plaints and  jealousies ;  but  what  is  more  than  all  to 
be  deprecated,  the  principle  above  mentioned  direct;- 
ly  tends  to  keep  alive,  and  perpetuate  those  very 
distinctions  of  national  origin  which  have  been  com- 
plained of,  and  of  which  the  traces  cannot,  for  the 
tran(|uillity  and  prosperity  of  the  Province,  be  too 
speedily  or  too  effectually  obliterated. 

"  It  is  not  in  the  light  in  which  I  have  placed 
this  subject  that  I  understand  the  liberal  intentions 
of  His  Majesty's  Government ;  but  rather,  that  the 
most  rigid  impartiality  shall  be  observed  in  distribut- 
ing the  honors  and  emj)loyments  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Crown,  and,  that  witiiout  reference  to  national 
origin,  he  who  shall  be  considered  the  best  (jualified 
for  employment,  or  the  most  observing  of  honors 
shall  be  the  individual  preferred, 

"  This,  as  I  understand  it,  i^'  the  principle  upon 
wfiich    it  is   intended   that    His   Majesty's  llepresen- 
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tativc  in  the  Province  should  govern  his  proceedings, 
— a  departure  from  it  in  favor  of  any  pa  ticular 
chiss  can  alone  constitute  a  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint and  can  reasonably  be  urged  in  any  quarter. 

"  In  connexion  with  what  has  just  been  observed 
in  regard  to  national  origin,  I  cannot  forbear  taking- 
notice  m  this  place,  of  the  practice  of  a  certain  party 
in  the  Province  of  readily  applying  the  name  of 
Canadian  to  the  descendants  of  individuals  of  any, 
no  matter  whit  foreign  nation,  established  here ; 
whilst  the  name  of  foreigner  appears  to  be  by  them 
exclusively  reserved  for  His  Majesty's  subjects  born 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  their  descendants. 

"  To  be  addressed  as  a  foreij'ner.  whilst  treadino- 
the  soil  of  a  British  Co'ony,  must  indeed  sound 
strangely  in  the  ears  of  Englishmen.  In  this  Pro- 
vince perhaps,  the  misapplication  ot  the  term  may 
be  ascribed  in  most  instances  to  the  circumstance  of 
the  majority  of  the  actual  inhabitants  being  of  a 
diflferent  origin ;  but  wherever  it  shall  clearly  and 
manifestly  appear  to  be  the  result  of  prejudice  and 
political  hostility,  those  who  so  make  use  of  the 
term  should  be  emphatically  told,  that  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe  where  the  Britsli  Hag  waves 
over  his  head,  an  Englishman  is  alwayt'  at  home. 

"  Unfortunately  for  the  true  intercuts  of  this  Pro- 
vince the  efforts  of  the  party  to  which  I  have  alluded 
have  been  but  too  successful  in  imposing  upon  the 
good  faith  of  a  large  proportion.  I  feel  assured, 
however,  that  a  full  exposure  of  their  artifices  is  at 
hand,  and  that  a  light  is  rapidly  breaking  in  upon 
the  minds  of  those  who  have  been  so  deceived, 
which  will  "enable  them  to  distinguish  between  their 
friends  and  their  enemies — they  will  then  discover 
amongst  other  things  the  extent  to  which  their  con- 
fidence has  been  abused ;  and  that  whilst  encour- 
agement to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
Province,    incompatible   with   the    allegiance   due    to 
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llis  Majesty  by  lii^>  Canadian  subjects,  lias  been  held 
out  ill  their  name  to  a  neighboring  foreign  nation, 
where  that  encouragement  has  been  regarded  only 
with  mingled  scorn  and  derision,  representations 
have  been  conveyed  to  the  Mother  Country  eminent- 
ly calculated  to  create  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  are  unacquainted  with  the  true  character  of  the 
Canadians,  of  their  loyalty  and  good  sense. 

"  It  is  for  them,  the  Canadians,  of  every  class 
and  origin,  to  protect  their  character  as  British  sub- 
jects by  means  within  their  own  reach,  against  the 
imputations  to  which  it  has  been  exjxised  to  fiireign 
nations,  and  at  the  scat  of  the  British  Empire,  by 
those  who  pretend  to  be  the  organs  of  their  senti- 
ments. For  myself,  I  think  it  necessary  here  to 
observe  that  1  have  attentively  watched  the  licad- 
long  course  pursued  by  the  party  to  wliich  I  have 
just  alluded.  I  could  entertain  no  doubt  as  to  its 
object ;  but  confidently  relying  upon  the  tried 
loyalty  of  His  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects,  J  ab- 
stained from  making  any  attempt  to  arrest  itti  pro 
gress,  in  the  firm  conviction,  derived  from  the  know- 
ledge I  had  ac(juired  of  that  party,  that  if  left  to 
themselves,  their  own  acts  would  sooner  or  later 
sink  them  to  their  true  level  of  insignificance,  from 
which  a  combination  of  fortuitous  circumstances  had 
raised  them  for  a  time,  and  to  which  they  are  now 
rapidly  descending. 

"  In  giving  efi'ect  to  my  own  views  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  have  had  many  difficulties  to  encounter. 
My  public  character  and  conduct  have  been  assailed 
on  all  sides,  and  with  every  variety  of  insuJt  that 
language  can  convey — from  vulgar,  low-bred  im- 
pertinence, to  the  grossest  and  most  virulent  invec- 
tive ;  but  hitherto  without  having  produced  the 
slightest  deviation  from  tiie  course  I  prescribed  to 
myself  at  the  ^cr.nr.cicement  of  my  administration 
of  tiio  government  of  this  Povince;   and  I  will  now 
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venture  to  affirm,  that  at  the  close  of  that  adminis- 
tration, come  when  it  may,  I  shall  be  found  as  free 
from  the  influence  of  party  spirit,  as  when  I  fir^t 
landed  on  the  shores  of  Canada. 

**  I  must  again  advert  to  the  departure  from  or- 
dinary forms  into  which  I  have  suffered  myself  to 
be  drawn  upon  the  present  occasion .  I  am  far  from 
being  disposed  to  establish  it  as  a  precedent;  but 
on  the  contrary,  I  desire  it  may  be  understood  only 
as  the  consequence  of  the  extraordinary  state  into 
which  the  affairs  of  the  Province  have  been  thrown 
by  recent  events. 

''  I  will  now  conclude  by  assuring  you  that  I  shall 
have  much  satisfactioh  in  complying  with  your 
desire,  by  transmitting  j'our  address  to  the  King,  to 
His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonial  Department,  for  the  purpose  of  being  laid 
at  the  foot  of  the  Throne." 

Addresses  from  Quebec  were  in  like  manner  for- 
warded to  the  King,  expressive  of  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment to  His  Majesty's  person  and  government.  In 
Montreal,  an  organisation  took  place  pursuant  to  the 
ninety-two  resolutions.  A  central  and  permanent 
committee  of  delegates  from  different  parts  of  the 
district  sat  in  that  city  on  the  4th  September,  a  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  whereof,  headed,  "The  Con- 
vention, was  published  immediately  after  in  the 
Vindicator,  as  follows  : — 

"  Yesterday,  according  to  notice  previously  given 
in  the  public  papers,  the  general  and  permanent 
Committee  of  the  District  of  Montreal  assembled  in 
this  city,  to  consider  the  several  important  matters 
which  occurred  connected  with  the  political  affairs  of 
this  Province  since  their  last  meeting  in  July. 

*'  The  qur.ntity  of  business,  therefore,  before  the 
Committee  was  more  than  usually  great,  and  the 
attendance  was  unusually  full.  At  an  early  hour  the 
several   Delegates    from    the    different  parts   of   the 
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district  made  their  appearance  in  town.  At  twelve 
o'clock  the  meeting  was  organized,  and 

Joseph  Roy,  Esq.,  President,  took  the  Chair. 

Louis  Coursolles,  Esq.,  Delegate  from  the  County 

of  Two  Mountains,  Vice-President. 

C.  Ov.  Perrault,    )    CI       L    ' 
■n„    A'n»Tr*«wT»«   r    Secretaries. 
Dr.  (J  Callagiian,  J 

"  On  motion  of  J.  N.  Cardinal,  Es(j.,  Delegate  for 
Laprairie  County,  seconded  by  Mr.  Vincent,  Lon- 
gueuil,  it  was 

"1st  liesolved,  That  this  meeting  having  taken 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  cv*  Com- 
mons, of  the  3rd  July  last,  on  the  affairs  of  this  Pro- 
vince, into  mature  consideration,  are  of  opinion,  that 
although  that  document  has  been  drawn  up  in  a 
vague  and  general  style,  yet  they  hope  for  Reform, 
inasmuch  as  it  seems  to  have  been  agreed  to  by  the 
Committee  under  a  knowledge  of  the  liberal  policy 
entertained  and  professed  by  Mr.  Spring  Pice;  and 
because  the  Committee  considered  it  of  extreme  im- 
portance that  a  perfect  reconciliation  of  existing  dif- 
ferences should  take  place,  and  expressed  their 
earnest  hope  that  the  misconceptions  occasioning 
them  may  be  removed  under  the  mature  care  of  the 
present  Colonial  Secretary,  the  responsible  officer  for 
the  adoption  of  practical  measures  for  the  future  better 
government  of  this  Province. 

"  On  motion  of  the  same,  seconded  by  Dr.  Valois  : 

"  2nd,  Resolved,  That  inasnmch  as  the  various 
grievances  of  which  the  country  complains  arise 
from  an  imperfect  and  vicious  Colonial  system  which 
does  not  afford  any  means  within  itself  of  preventing 
or  checking  political  abuses,  or  of  bringing  to  an 
account  and  punishing  public  delinquents,  there 
exists  no  guarantee  against  the  recurrence  of  those 
grievances  unless  the  said  system  be  so  far  modified 
as  to  render  the  local  authorities  responsible  for  their 
acts  to  the  people  of  this   Province,  and  by  the  ex- 
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tensive  of  Elective  Institutions  furnish  tlie  country 
with  the  means  of  peaceably  removing  from  office 
such  of  the  Legislative  and  other  functionaries  as  mjty 
have  justly  fori'eited  public  confidence. 

"  On  motion  of  the  same,  seconded  by  Dr.  La- 
croix : 

"  3rd,  Resolved,  Therefore,  that  however  well  in- 
clined to  confide  in  the  professions  of  the  present 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  (to  which  con- 
fidence he  is  to  a  certain  degree  entitled  by  his  early 
abandonment  of  Mr.  Stanley's  threatened  usurpation 
of  the  right  in  the  British  Parliament  to  tax  the 
Colonies,  and  by  the  advices  which  the  Committee 
have  received  from  Messrs.  Roebuck,  A'^igcr,  Morin, 
ajid  other  friends  of  this  country),  yet  this  meeting 
cannot  honestly  perform  the  duty  it  owes  its  consti- 
tuents ivithout  frankly  and  publicly  declaring  that  no 
measure  of  reform  can  produce  permanent  satisfac- 
tion, nor  remove  the  existing  "  misconceptions"  and 
"  difficulties"  unless  it  is  based  upon  the  recommen- 
dations contained  in  the  petition  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  lately  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  the  Elective  piinciple  in 
the  Government  of  this  Province. 

*'  On  motion  of  the  same,  seconded  by  —  Massou, 
Esquire : 

*'  4-th.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  learns  with 
feelings  of  profound  regret  and  disappointment  that 
the  Committee  did  not  consider  it  expedient  to  lay 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  the  evidence  of  the 
witnesses  examined,  or  the  documents  which  have 
beea  placed  before  them,  as  publicity  is  the  greatest 
if  not  the  only  security  to  a  distant  people,  against 
intrigues,  jobs,  abuse  of  power  and  misrepresenta- 
tions in  the  part  of  their  colonial  rulers  frequently 
sent  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  their  broken  for- 
tunes, and  who,  in  a  spirit  of  animosity  have  often 
been  known  to  have  prejudiced  His  Majesty's  Govcrn- 
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mcnt  aguinat  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colonics ;  and 
tliat  in  the  present  Instance  in  particnhir,  wlicn  an 
ahnost  unanimous  people  accused  the  Provincial  Ad- 
ministration of  hi,i»;h  crimes,  it  was  due  both  to  ac- 
cusers and  accused  that  the  evidence  and  documents 
aforesaid  should  not  be  suppressed. 

''  It  was  then  announced  to  the  Committee  that 
advices  had  been  received  since  the  last  meeting 
conveying  the  intelligence  that  the  Royal  sanction 
has  been  given  to  the  bill  incorporating  the  British 
Land  Company,  whereupon  Mr.  Girod,  one  of  the 
Delegates  from  the  County  of  Verchercs,  came  for- 
ward and  stated  that  he  had  prepared  a  series  of 
resolutions  condemnatory  of  the  alienation  of  the 
public  property  of  this  I^rovince  to  a  company  of 
foreign  speculators,  without  the  consent,  and  against 
the  will  of  the  people,  whose  property  the  lands  in 
question  were,  and  that  he  would  submit  the  same 
with  the  permission  of  the  meeting. 

"  The  Resolutions  referred  to  were  then  read  one 
by  oie,  and  severally  adopted  unanimously.  They 
ar6  as  follow  : — 

"  1st.  Reslovcd,  That  the  Conmiittee  whilst  per- 
sisting in  the  resolutions  which  it  adopted  in  its 
meeting  of  the  second  of  July  last  relative  to  the 
passing  of  the  act  incorporating  the  Land  Company, 
seizes  this  opportunity  of  expressing  its  deep  regret 
that  the  said  bill  has  received  the  Royal  sanction. 

"  2nd,  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  cannot  con- 
sider the  interference  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  in 
the  local  affairs  of  this  country,  and  in  matters  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  other- 
wise than  as  a  violation  of  the  Constitutional  rights 
of  the  people  of  this  country  and  of  the  promises 
made  by  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Viscount  Go- 
derich,  formerly  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  in  his 
despatch  of  July,  1831. 

**  3rd.  Resolved,  That  this  violation  of  the  promises 
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and  engajromeiits  of  tlio  (>olonial  Office  towards  this 
country  and  tlic  IIou.se  of  Ast^cnibly  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting::,  the  more  flagrant,  the  more  oppres- 
sive, and  exhibit  the  {greater  contempt  for  the  people 
of  this  Province  and  their  Le«!;ishiture,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  committed  against  the  will  and  desire  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country,  expressly  manifested  by 
resolutions  unanimously  passed  by  their  llepresen- 
tatives  in  the  Session  of  18Ii2 — resolutions  which 
have  since  been  renewed  in  the  last  session  of  the 
Provincial  J*arl lament,  and  supported  by  the  people 
in  their  petitions  to  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

"  4th.  Rcmlvcd,  That  independent  of  other  acts, 
which  have  rendered  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Stanley  deservedly  odious  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  Pronnce,  the  approbation  which  he  has 
given  to  the  passing  of  the  Land  Company  Bill,  the 
favor  which  he  has  shewn  towards  those  who  soli- 
cited it — the  open  protection  which  he  has  given  to 
those  who,  to  avoid  all  opposition  to  their  projects, 
have  effected  the  passing  of  the  said  law  secretly  and 
clandestinely,  suffice  to  impress  upon  that  adminis- 
tration an  indelible  stain,  and  affix  thereto  the  seal  of 
reprobation. 

"  5tli.  Resohcd,  That  this  meeting  confidently  de- 
mands from  the  liberal  views  of  the  new  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  the  opinions  which  he  has  recently 
expressed  on  an  analogous  subject,  that  he  will  ob- 
tain from  the  Imperial  Parliament  the  repeal  of  so 
much  of  the  aforesaid  act  as  concerns  Lower  Canada, 
and  thereby  remove  one  of  the  sources  of  discontent 
most  poignantly  and  most  generally  felt,  and  which 
has  been  created  throughout  this  Province  by  the  im- 
pudent temerity  of  his  predecessor. 

"  6th.  Resolved,  That  whilst  confidently  awaiting 
his  act  of  justice,  this  meeting  invites  the  electors 
of  the  different  counties  to  exact  from  those  who 
may   offer   to   represent   them,   a  formal  pledge  that 
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they  will  use  all  their  efiorts  to  oppose  by  all  legiti- 
mate means  the  oj)erations  of  the  aforesaid  Land 
Company,  and  that  they  will  not  cease  their  exertions 
until  they  shall  have  obtained  the  repeal  of  the  act 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament  by  virtue  of  which  it  has 
been  incorporated,  so  far  as  Lower  Canadti  is  coji- 
cerned. 

"  7th.  Rcsolred,  Th;it  this  meeting  regards  as  ni'LL 
the  title  obtained  by  the  said  Land  Company,  and' 
invites  the  Provi..cial  Legislature  at  its  next  session 
to  declare  such  nullification  and  to  adopt  every  other 
means  in  their  power  which  their  wisdom  nuiy  sug- 
gest to  protect  the  people  of  this  country  against 
this  invasion  of  their  rights  as  long  as  it  ni;iy  con- 
tinue. 

"  8th.  Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  oi'this  Province 
are  moreover  earnestly  invited  to  ute  all  legitimate 
means  at  their  disposal  to  arrest  the  progresrs  of  the 
prevailing  system  of  speculation  and  monopoly, 
whereby  covetous  and  privileged  share-holders,  by 
virtue  of  legislative  provisions,  pretend  to  sell  by 
auction  and  to  dispose  of  for  purposes  of  trade,  con- 
siderable extents  of  land  the  most  easy  of  access,  and 
the  most  susceptible  of  early  settlement  by  the  youth 
of  the  country,  from  the  approach  to  which  they  have 
been  hitherto  shut  out  by  the  partial  distribution  of 
the  same  in  favour  of  a  certain  class  of  persons,  which 
has  been  pursued  with  systematic  perseverance  until 
completed  by  the  passation  by  tiie  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment of  the  recent  act  now  alluded  to. 

''  Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  above  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  Eight  Hon.  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  and  to  Messrs.  ^^iger,  Morin  and  Roebuck. 

"  The  system  of  nomination  to  office  pursued  'jy 
His  Excellency,  the  present  Governor  in  Chief,  was 
next  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Con- 
vention, together  with  the  recent  appointment  of 
Samuel  Gale,  Esquire,  to  the  Bench  of  this  district, 
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on  wliiclj  subject  tlic  Committee  passed  unnnimously 
the  toUowiiij^  Jlesolutions,  each  of  wliich  were  duly 
proposed  and  sccondei. 

"  1st.  Jlcsolred,  That  for  a  series  of  years,  the 
people  of  this  country  liave  both  by  petition  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  and  throui^h  their  representa- 
tives, complained  of  the  partiality  observed  by  the 
Executive  of  this  Province  in  the  distribution  of 
several  places  of  honor  and  profit  in  the  gift  of  the 
Crown,  from  which  His  ^Majesty's  subjects  of  French 
origin  have  been  systematically  and  unjustly  excluded, 
and  which  liave,  in  most  instances,  been  bestowed 
on  other  classes,  and  especially  on  those  who  by  pro- 
perty or  otherwise  are  least  connected  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  who  have  on  all  occasions 
been  most  violently  opposed  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people . 

"  2nd.  Resolved,  That  after  having  thus  frequently 
complained,  it  pleased  His  Majesty  at  length  to  take 
the  subject  into  consideration,  as  appears  from  a 
despatch  from  Lord  Viscount  Godeiich  the  then 
Colonial  Secretary,  dated  7th  July,  1831,  in  which 
the  people  of  this  Province  received  the  assurance  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  that  "  if  it  could  be  shewn 
"  that  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  had  been  exer- 
"  cised  upon  narrow  and  exclusive  principles, 
"  they  could  not  be  too  soon  disavowed  and  abandon- 
^^  ed;  especially  if  it  were  true  that  the  fixed  popu- 
"  lation  of  the  Colony  had  not  enjoyed  a  full  partici- 
"  pation  in  all  the  public  employments,  and  the  country 
"  should  be  assured  that  His  Majesty  cannot  desire 
"  that  such  odious  distinctions  should  be  systemati- 
•'  cally  maintained. 

"  3rd.  Resolved,  That  notwithstanding  the  above 
assurances,  the  people  of  this  country  are  at  present 
under  the  necessity  of  again  complaining  that  the 
same  systematic,  partial  and  unjust  exclusion  from 
office  has  continued  to  be  followed  up  by  His  Excel- 
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Icncy  Mattlicw  Tiord  Ayhnor,  tlic  present  Ciovornor 
in  ('hief,  wlio  since  his  appointment  to  office  has 
called  to  scvoral  situations  of  prolit  in  the  civil  de- 
partments tiiirtecn  or  more  |K>rsons,  besides  a  jxreat 
many  in  the  Customs,  of  all  of  whom  only  three  are 
Canadian  of  French  origin.  "" 

'♦  ^th.  Rrsofred,  That  notwithstandini;  the  assur- 
ances of  Mis  Majesty's  Government  above  alluded  to, 
His  Excellency  J^ord  Aylmer  has  moreover  selected 
for  the  Jiidicial  departments,  in  both  the  higher  and 
lower  Coirts  of  this  Province,  violent  partizans  as 
instanced  in  his  late  nomination  of  the  major  part  of 
the  Commissioners  for  the  summary  trial  of  small 
causes  in  the  country  parts  ;  on  which  occasion, 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  to  the  former 
practice  of  himsiilf  and  his  predecessor,  lie  has  ex- 
cluded from  such  office  several  persons  rcconmiendcd 
to  him  by  the  proprietors  who  had  called  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  Commissioners'  Courts,  (which 
persons  had  already  filled  such  offices  with  advant- 
age to  the  public  and  honor  to  themselves,)  and  ap- 
pointed others  who  had  no  other  recommendation 
than  their  own  subserviency  to  His  Excellency's 
political  bias,  and  hostility  to  the  opinions  of  the 
mass  of  the  people. 

*'  5th.  Resolved,  That  the  recent  appointment  of 
Samuel  Gale,  Esquire,  to  a  seat  on  the  Bench  of  this 
district,  is  another  particularly  obnoxious  instance 
of  the  violation  of  His  Majesty's  gracious  assurance 
contained  in  the  aforesaid  despatch,  and  of  the  whole 
spirit  of  both  the  Canada  Reports,  and  of  the  pledges 
of  the  Colonial  Office,  and  unaccountably  well 
calculated  to  continue  those  animosities  and  miscon- 
ceptions lately  recommended  to  be  removed,  inasmuch 
as  the  said  Samuel  Gale  was  throughout  a  notorious 
political  supporter  of  the  bad  administration  against 
which  the  people  of  this  Province  did,  in  1827,  suc- 
cessfully complain  ;  to  oppose  which  complaints,  and 
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to  suppoil  wliirh  (thnoxinus  adiMitiistnitioii,  tlic  siid 
SjmiU(!l  (Jalo  was  deputed  to  KiiLilaiid,  wlicrc  he 
evinced  ill  liis  evidence  bel'ore  the  Ccunmittcr  el'  the 
House  ot*  Commons  tlie  most  violent  and  unfoimded 
prejudices  a<i;ainst  tlie  lani;ua^e  of  the  people  of  this 
country  anil  their  laws,  which  laws  he  is  now  called 
to  administer,  to  the  ^reat  injury  of  the  majority  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  district,  who.  alter  the 
declarations  on  liis  part  contained  in  that  (ividcncc, 
cannot    have    any    conlidence    in    such    a    man    as    a 

"  Gth.  Jirsolrrd,  That  by  the  aforesaid  nomina- 
lions,  and  the  repeated  violations  of  the  assurancos 
contained  in  the  despatch  a})ove  rcl'crrcd  to,  which 
were  based  on  the  Hcport  of  the  Catiada  Committee 
of  1S2S,  and  especially  l)y  the  recent  appointment  of 
the  said  Samuel  Gale  to  the  IJench,  in  manifest  con- 
tradiction with  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  Report  of 
the  Canada  Committee  of  18154',  the  confidence  of  His 
Majesty's  Aibjects  in  tlie  sincerity  of  the  professions 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  is  very  much  disturbed 
—  His  Excellency  Lord  Aylmer  haviuii'  identified 
thereby  his  administration  with  that  of  the  wicked 
and  tyrannical  Karl  of  Dalhousie,  and  afforded,  if 
such  were  necessary,  further  proof  of  His  Kxcellency's 
utter  incapacity  to  govern  imptirtially,  and  of  his 
having  forfeited  anew  all  claim  to  the  re;  pec t  and 
confidence  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province. 

"  Onlered,  That  copies  of  tlic  above  Resolutions 
be  transmitted  to  the  Right  Honorable  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  Messrs.  Viger,  Morin  and  Roebuck. 

A  committee  similiar  to  that  at  Montreal  was  also 
formed  at  Quebec,  under  the  style  of '•  the  Constitu- 
tional Committee  of  Quebec." 

The  l^rovincial  Parliament  having  reached  its  term 
and  expired,  the  general  election  took  place  in  Oc- 
jijb^r  and  Novembiic  The  movement  party  in  op- 
position   to   the   government   were   every   where   suc- 
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CCHsfuI,  ox(T|)t  ill  tlio  KastiTii  Towusln|>s.  ami  partially 
so  there.      In  (Quebec   and  Montreal  tl>e  elections  weru 
warmly    contestiMl,    but    tin*    mercantile    (  British)    in- 
terentH    were    unsucces.»<rul.       Mr.     Neilson,    who    hud 
loii^  been  a  ]>rominont  and  skilful   leader  (»t*  tho  party 
now  j^rown    unruly   and   impatient   ol'  his  advi(M',  wa.s 
rejected  l)y  the  County  of  Quebec,   which   he   liad  re- 
presented  for   many  years,   as  was   also    Mr.   Andrew 
Stuart,  ))y  a   majcirity   of  tlie  electors  in  the  city.      In 
the  party  s[)irit  that  now  j)revailcd,    no  man  of  IJritish 
name    or    descent,    \nilc.ss    absolutely    devoted    to    the 
rulinji:;    p:irty,    and   ready   to   p)  all   lenjrths    with    it, 
whatsoever   may   have   been   liis  former  services  to  the 
country,  had  the  least  chance  of  bcinn'  returned  to  tlie 
Assembly.     Mr.  Papineau,  after  a  very  hard  contest 
for  the   west   ward  of   Montreal,   was  (iniduly   it  was 
said)  declared,  by  the  rcturtiini:;  officer,    elected.      This 
functionary  finding  it,   as  he  jtretended,   impo.ssible  to 
continue  the  election   with   security   to   himself  or  the 
"  citizens  electors,"  thought  it   his  duty   to   terminate 
the   election  before,   as  was  alle<::ed,   the  whole  of  the 
vot(!S,    thougli    at  hand,    were    polled,      lie    therefore 
proclaimed  as  duly  elected  to   represent   in   l^rovincial 
parliament  the    U  est  Ward  of  the   City  of  Montreal, 
"  the    citizen   Louis    Papineau"    and   liobert   Nelson, 
by   posting   up    a    proclamation  to  that    effect  -'^     IMr. 
]^apineau   would    very    probably    have   been   returned 
unanimously,    or  nearly    so,   for   any   country    hi    the 
province    wherein    the     population    of    French    origin 
constituted   the  majority ;  but  he  made  it  a  point  of 

*  Proclamation. — It  being  impo.ssible  to  continue  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Westward  of  the  City  of  Montreal  witli  security  to 
myself  or  the  citizens  electors,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  terminate 
the  election, and  1  do  prochura  duly  elected  to  represent,  in 
Provincial  Parliament,  the  WestWard  of  the  City  of  Montreal, 
the  citizen  Louis  Papineau  andJlooT.  Nelson,  us  having  the 
majority  of  votes,  as  it  appears  by  the  Poll  Book  of  the  West 
Ward  of  the  City  ol  Montreal."  (Signed) 

CHAS.  ANDRE  LUSIGXAN,  Returning  Officer. 
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honor  on  the  occasion,   it  seems,    to  represent  Mon- 
treal, the  city  of  his  residence  and  nativity.* 

"  The  article  below  there  is  reason  to  believe,  is  ex- 
planatory of  Mr.  Neilson's  views  of  public  matters 
and   being  interesting  it   finds  as  such  a  place  here. 

*  "  There  is  no  legal  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  beyond 
that  of  electors  called,  conformably  to  law,  to  pronounce  on 
the  conduct  of  their  representatives  :  but  there  is  a  moral  tri- 
bunal which  judges  the  judges,  and  passes  sentence,  without 
appeal,  irrevocable,  eternal,  because  its  decisions  are  con- 
formable to  truth  and  justice,  which  are  eternal  and  invari- 
able, like  the  Divinity  from  whom  they  proceed,  and  by  whose 
Almighty  power  they  aro  sustained. 

"The  majority  of  electors  of  Lower  Canada  have  absolved 
the  authors  and  supporters  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  of  last  winter.  The  question,  however,  still  re- 
mains before  this  moral  tribunal. — Are  they  innocent,  or  are 
they  guilty  ?   If  they  are  guilty,  then  Judex  damnatur. 

**  Reprr>sentatives  hold  a  delegated  authority  ;  they  are  the 
agents  of  their  constituents  fcr  a  limited  time,  wi  h  limited 
powers  conferred  on  them  by  the  law  and  the  existing  Con- 
stitution. They  cannot  exceed  those  powers  without  a  breach 
of  duty — without  usurpation.  If  they  do,  they  set  themselves 
up  as  the  masters  of  the  people,  instead  of  their  agents. 

"  Their  powers  are  clearly  defined  by  the  Constitutional 
statutes ;  they  are  to  advise  and  consent,  concurrently  with 
the  Legislative  Council,  constituted  in  virtue  of  the  same 
statute,  to  the  enactment  of  laws,  by  the  authority  of  the 
peace,  welfare,  and  good  government  of  the  Province,  not  be- 
ing repugnant  to  the  said  statute.  They  have  also  of  necessity 
the  privileges  required  for  giving  effect  to  the  aforesaid  pur- 
poses. Beyond  this,  they  have  no  legal  power  whatever.  If 
they  go  beyond  it,  they  assume  what  does  not  belonsf  to  them 
by  their  coustituents. 

"  What  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  late 
House  of  Assembly,  publiclyknown  and  acknowledged?  They 
have  attacked  the  Constitutional  Act  itself; — they  have  re- 
solved on  the  annihilation  of  one  of  the  Branches  of  the  Leg- 
islature, with  which  they  were  appointed  to  act,  and  by  that 
resolve  excited  the  just  apprehensions  and  resistance  of  the 
two  other  co  ordinate  Branches,  and  thereby  raised  obstacles 
to  the  performance  of  the  trust  confided  in  them,  for  further- 
ing the  enactment  of  law«*  required  for  the  common  welfare; 
— they  have  rejected  or  neglected  the  proposed  co-operation 
of  the  British  Government,  for  the  entire  removal  of  the  grie- 
vances and  abuses  complained  of  in  the  petitions  of  the  people 
in  18'2Y,  and  by  themselves  in  1831  ;~thev  have  spread  dis- 
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The  ckctions  buing  over,  all  tliose  who  were  anxious 
for  a  continuance  of  the  Constitution  and  maintenance 
of  the  connexion  of  the  Province  with  Gre;it  IJritain, 

cord  ti1ruu2bo.it  the  Proviuce,  and  caus«.^d  blooa  to  be  shed  ai 
our  heretofore  peaceable  elections  : — iliey  Imve  anesttd  the 
improvement  of  the  country  and  thcaniclioraiion  of  its  laws, 
which  were  rapidly  and  successfully  advancing,  by  tlie  aid  of 
an  united  Legislature,  from  1«'28  down  lu  the  moment  of  the 
attacks  en  the  es'.abhshed  Consti'ulion  : — and,  fiiuilly,  they 
have  brougiit,  the  people  of  the  Province  into  :v  state  of  uncer- 
tainly and  disquiet  as  to  their  future  f.ite,and  excited  a  spirit 
of  individual  k  national  nnimosityb.fore  unexampled  amongst 
His  Majesiy'.-^  subjects  in  Lower  (jana  la,  tlireatciiiiig  long  and 
dangerous  struggles  and  cxcesse.?. 

'*  These  aie  tacts,  public  and  notorious,  wLich  may  be  co- 
lored, but  which  no  one  will  venture  to  deny. 

"  But  they  have  not  "uly  usurpi^d  auitiority  which  was  not 
given  to  them,  and  produced  all  the  consequonce^  before  sta- 
ted ;  they  have  excited  to  sedition,  rebellDu,  azd  treason. 
Their  nii.ety-two  resolutions  of  last  winter  are  a  loug  declama- 
tory address  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  majority  of 
the  people,  whom  they  formally  designate  and  class  in  these 
resolutions  as  of  "  French  origin,"  in  contradistinction  to 
"  British  or  foreign  origin.''  The}*  tell  the  people  that 
they  have  been  subjected  to  "  a  long  series  of  injustice 
and  oppression"  under  1  e  British  government, — that 
allegiance  and  protection  are  co-relative  obligations,— refer  to 
the  example  of  the  United  States, — and  finally  threaten  to  seek 
a  remedy  elsewhere,'  if  their  demamls  aiC  not  granted  bythe 
Briii  h  Parliament.  If  there  is  a  man  of  uns  'phisticated  mind 
and  common  honesty,  who  has  read,  or  will  read,  the  ninety- 
two  resolutions,  and  say,  before  God  and  man,  that  such  is 
not  the  bent  and  character  of  tliese  resolutions,  then  I  will 
consents  that  these  latter  allegations  against  the  members  of 
the  late  House  of  Asicmblv  Fliould  bo    lakcn  as  not  provent 

"  If  ihey  are  provea,  they  add  to  usurpation  and  breach  of 
trusts,  tin  guilt  of  faUehood.  calumny,  disrespect  and  insult 
of  indiv  d  lals  and  lawful  authorities,  and  exeitution  to  rebel- 
lion and  treason. 

"  Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  the  public  nad  acknowlcdgi  d  evi- 
dence ngainst  the  authors  of  these  violations  of  duly,  they 
have  been  acquitted  by  them>jority  e^  the  electors  qualilied 
byl  iw,  throughout  the  Province.  Judix  damna'.ur  quujn  nocens 
abso'vilur. 

*'  Ths  judres  ai.d  the  judged,  resorled  to  mutual  corifidence, 
are  now  n-joieing  together,  i'lu-re  is  yet  8:ih.iecif  )r  rejoicing  in 
Canada. lirii  sh  capita', and  the  subsianiiaiadvantag.  s  'lUowed 
bythe  mother  eounirytotiie  tiadeand  industryof  the  Province, 
still    give    to    its    property    and    labor     double     the    value 
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began  more  seriously  than  ever  ta  turn  their  attention 
to   combined  action   and   measures  ibr   the   purpose. 

they   would  have   if  these  advantages   were  lost   or  with- 
drawn;  notwith3tanding  the    diminution    of    that    value, 
occasioned    by  the    interruption   of    the  usual    circulation 
of  money  for  two  years,  by  the  measures  of  the  late  House  of 
Assembly.     The  proportion  contributed  by  each  individual  in 
Lower  Canada  to  t^e  expenses  of  government,  does   not  a- 
mount  to  a  fourth  of  t>ie  proportion  contributed  for  similar  ex- 
penses by  each  individual  in  the  adjoining,States,and  a  tax- 
gatherer  is  unknown  among  us.     The  population  of  British 
America  has  increased  tc»  twelve  times  what  it  was  seventy 
years  ago,  while,  in  the  same  period,  the  old  colonies,  now 
the  United   States,   have    increased   only   about   six  times. 
There  is.  indeed,  still  room  for  rejoicing  and  thankd'iness  a- 
mong  the  good  citizens  of  Lower  Canada  ;  but  very  little  for 
the  authors  and  abettors  of  usurpation  and  insolence  ;  none 
for  the  actors  in  the  recent  proscription  of  that  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Province  who  are  not  disposed  to  repuiiate 
the  constitution  of  the  country,  as  lawfully  established,  and 
to  reject  the  only  system  of  free  government  which  has  stood 
the  test  of  ages,  to  seek  h.?re,  or  '  elsewhere,'  a  government  of 
mere  will  and  pleasure,  tht  odious  elements  and  tyrannical 
operation  of  which  have  been  visible  to  all,  at  the  late  elec- 
tion meetings  in  Quebec.     Those  who  are  overjoyed  at  these 
1  te  '  victories,'  would  do  well   to  recollect  that  the  British 
government,  the  British  conslilntion,  and  British  power,  are 
not  yet  extinct  in  the  North  American  Provinces  :  iheie  are 
yet  many  good  men  nnd   true,  of  all  national  origins,  even 
in  Lower  Ciinadn:     The  power  of  exciti  ig  the  honest  pre- 
judices of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  French  origin,  and  of 
operating  on  the  hopes  of  numerous  vain,  presumptuous,  un- 
principled, and  hungry  partisans    wear  itself  out  in  time. 
"The  tree  will  ba  known  by  its  fruits.     Little  will  eventually 
remain  to  the  chief  manager3,but  the  indelible  stain  of  guilt. 
It  will  "attle  on  their  countenances  as  they  walk  ih«  streets, 
— folio  V  them  when  they  retire  to  their  dAveUinprs,— clash  the 
enioyments  of  the  soci^d  circle, — rankle  in  their  breasts  when 
they  are  alone,— accompany  them  in  the  halls  of  legislature, 
— and  travel  with  them  to  the  country,  where  they  will  hear 
the  reproaches  of  an  honest  and  too  contiding  people,  whose 
real  and  progressive  happiness,  under  the  British  government 
they  have  so  cruelly  diregarded  and  endangered,  to  follow 
in  the  piths  of  that  ignorant  and  presumptuous  quackery  and 
atrocioas  ambition,  which,  in  our  own  days,  have  desolated 
eo  many  countries.  *' Constituiionalist."' 
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A  public  mectiui;  was  held  at  Quebec  on  the  22nd 
November,  at  wliich  a  "  Constitutional  Association" 
was  formed,*  and  a  ^'cnnral  committee  named,  which, 
in  its  turn,  nominated  a  sub-committee  of  fifteen  of 
its  members.}*  A  great  meeting  of  the  like  character 
also  took  pliice  about  the  same  time  at  Montreal  at 

•  This  day  at  one  o'clock,  pursuant  to  notice,  a  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Albion  Hotel,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  preli- 
minary measures  for  the  formation  of  a  Constitutional  Asso- 
ciation in  this  city. 

Andrew  Stui\rt,  Esquire,  was  c  lUed  to  the  chair,  and  R.H. 
Gairdner,  Esquire,  was  nominated  as  Secretary. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  severally  moved  by  J.  II. 
Kerr,  Esq.i  and  soC':»nded  by  W.  K.  McCord,  Esq. 

Resolved  1.  That  in  the  present  alanning  state  oi  the  Pro- 
vince,approaching  to  anaichyand  confusionit  is  absulutely  & 
urgently  necessary  for  the  common  safety  of  persons  of  British 
and  Irish  origin,  that  a  general  union  should  be  established 
for  securing,  protecting  and  maintaiuing  their  constitutional 
rights,  and  for  ensuring,  by  Icgil  means,  the  safjty  of  their 
persons  and  property. 

2.  That  for  effecting  the  purposes  of  the  preceding  resolu- 
tion, it  is  fit  and  expedient  to  establish,  at  Q.eboc,  an  Asso- 
ciation to  be  called,  the  Constitutional.  Association. 

3.  That  a  Committee  of  75  be  named  to  consider  the  fit 
measures  co  be  taken  for  the  establishment  of  a  eonstitutional 
Association,  as  already  mentioned,  with  powers  to  appoint  a 
sub-committee  of  15,  and  report  to  a  general  meeting  to  be 
held  at  this  place  pursuant  to  notice. 

4.  That  a  subscription  be  immediately  opened  to  promote 
the  objects  of  the  Constitutional  Association. 

It  was  then  resolved  to  appoint  a  Treasurer, when  Alexander 
Simpson,  Esq.,  of  Montreal  Bank,  was  unanimously  named 
to  that  office. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  were  adopted  with  the 
understanding  that  the  committee  would  amend  them  so  as 
to  include  Canadians  of  French  descent,  and  ])ersons  of  other 
countrieswho  coincide  in  the  oi)inion3f'xptossed  at  the  meeting. 

Some  conversa'ion  took  place  in  which  A'essrs.  A.Stuart,  J. 
Neilson,  sen.,  and  W.K. McCord,  took  part.  The  hour  at  which 
the  meeting  broke  up  prevents  our  giving  full  particulars. 
About  four  hundred  jiounds  were  subscribed  by  three  o'clock, 

t  These  were.  Jno.  Neilson,  Andrew  Stuart,  Henry  Lcme- 
Burier.Ceorge  Pcmberton,  James  Hastings  Kerr,  Henry  Black, 
James  Bell  Forsyih,  James  Stuart,  Wm.  Price,  John  Charlton 
Fisher,  Thomas  A.  Youug,  \\'illiam  Power,  James  Dean, 
Samuel  Neilson,  11.  II.  Gairdner. 
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wiiich  very  decided  resolutions  were  .adopted.'-'  A  p;en- 
eral  mcetiiiij;  oF  the  Quebec  Constitutionid  AsHoeiation 
took  plac3  on  the  12th  of  Dec.,  when  a  declaration 
was  a,<i;reei  to  and  issued  by  it  in  the  following  terms  :- 

*  A  niectinii;  of  about  400  or  500  members  of  the 
Queoec  (Jt)nstitutionul  Association,  took  place  at  the  Al- 
bion Hotel,  on  Thursday  evening,  12th  inst.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  the  sense  of  the  Association  with  respect 
to  a  doclnratio.i  drawn  up  by  the,«ub-committee.  John 
Fraser,  Esquire,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  R.  II. 
Gairdncr,  Esq.,  acted  as  Secretary. 

''  Andrew  JStuart,  Esq.,  explained  the  object  of 
the  meeting,  which  was,  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
mombcrs  generally  witli  regard  to  the  declaration 
which  lie  tlica  held  in  his  lia:id,  and  which  had'  re- 
ceived  the  unanimous  approbation    of   the  sub-com- 

*  Moved  by  Mr.  Waloh,  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry  Corse, 
That  ih'i  bitter  and  uncciising  animoisty  which  h:is  been  dis- 
ph\yed  towards  persons  of  IJiitisii  and  Irish  origin,  and  the 
unprincipled  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  injure  and  op- 
press them,  as  exemplified  more  particuhir'y  in  ihe  proceed- 
ings of  the  Town  Council,  afford  suilicient  evidence  of  the 
tyrnnn>  which  would  be  practiseJ,  phould  the  British  Govern- 
raenl  mike  ihe  farther  concessions  demanded  by  a  majority  of 
the  late  House  of  Assembly. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Thomas  Philips,  so  'GndeJ  by  Mr.  C.  D.  Day 
That  the  no?rti/iaZ  majority  of  Messrs.  Papincau  and  Nelson, 
is  10  be  ascribed  solely  to  the  gross  parli;ility  of  Ihe  Return- 
ing Officer  in  rejecting  legal  votes,  in  accepting  those  that. 
weie  illegal,  in  lepeaudly  adjourning  the  poll  without  the 
rcqiiiste  consent  of  all  the  candidates,  and  in  prematurely 
closing  lu  without  notice,  and  cannot  form  the  slightest  justi- 
fication of  that  functionary's  illegal  return. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Andrew  Doyle,  seconded  bjMr.  Jas  Holmes, 
That  uncertain  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  impiessed 
with  a  deep  conviction  of  imminent  danger,  we  feel  it  an 
imperative  duty  to  declare  that  we  will  not  submit  to  the 
domination  of  a  party  adverse  to  immigration,  to  commerce, 
to  internal  improvements,  and  to  all  tliose  interests  which 
may  be  regarded  as  British  ;  but,  relying  on  the  justice  of  our 
cause,  conscious  from  recent  experience  of  our  own  strength, 
and  mindful  c-.  th*  fame  of  our  fithers,  we  will  resist  to  the 
uttermost  all  attempts  to  ;  \ice  ns  under  the  yoke  of  a  party 
wiiich,  we  firmly  believe,  is  bent  on  our  destruction. 
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mittee,  anil  also,  of  the  general  coinniitlec.  The 
most  proper  couist?  to  he  purKiuil,  therefore,  he  ap- 
prehended, would  be  to  read  the  declaration,  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  so  as  to  give  every  one  present  an 
opportunity  of  expres-ksing  his  opinions. 

''  The  following  declaration  was  then  read,  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  and  the  ((uestion  of  concurrence 
being  put  on  each,  tiicy  all  p:is^cd  by  acclamation, 
with  the  exception  of  the  8ih,  the  only  dissentient  voice 
to  which  was  Mr.  Ougy. 

'' DECLARATION 

Of  the   causes    which    led  to   the  formation  of  The 

CON^iTITUTIONAL  As&OCIATION  OI-^  QUEBEC,  and 

of  the  objects  for  which  it  has  been  formed. 

"  The  political  evils  under  whicli  Lower  Canada 
has  long  labored,  have  recently  been  increased  in 
so  alarming  a  degree,  that  the  subversion  of  goveni- 
ment  itself  is  to  be  apprehended,  with  the  consequent 
disorders  of  anarchy,  unless  the  progress  of  them  be  ar- 
rested, and  an  effectual  remedy  applied. 

''  Under  the  influetice  of  a  party  in  the  Assembly 
of  the  Province,  laboring  by  every  means  which 
they  cou'd  devise  to  concentrate  political  power  in 
their  own  hands  exclusively,  national  distinctions 
have  been  fostered  and  established,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  local  government  has  been  perseveringly 
obstructed  and  impeded,  iss  authority  brought  into 
contempt,  and  public  and  private  security  essentially 
impaired  and  endangered  ;  whilst  the  just  subordi- 
nation of  the  colony  to  the  parent  state  has  been 
openly  questioned,  and  resistance  to  its  authority, 
if  notavowedly  inculcated,  certainly  covertly  promoted. 

"  In  prosecution  of  the  views  of  the  party  to  which 
those  evils  are  mainly  ascribable,  that  ]x>rtion  of  the 
population  of  the  Province  which  has  been  by  them 
designated  a.s  of  "  British  or  Foreign  origin,"  has  vir- 
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tually  been,  and  now  is,  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
being  heard  in  the  representative  branch  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  support  of  their  interests  and  views. 
The  portion  of  the  population  thus  proscribed  amounts 
to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  souls,  or 
one-fourth  of  the  whole,  and  comprises  nearly  all  the 
merchants,  the  principal  members  of  the  learned  pro- 
fessions, a  large  body  of  skilful  and  wealthy  artizans 
and  mechanics,  and  a  great  number  of  respectable 
and  industrious  agriculturalists,  possesses  extensive 
real  estate,  and  holds  by  far  the  greatest  portion  of 
the  capital  employed  in  the  pursuits  of  trade  and  in- 
dustry, all  which  interests  are  liable  to  be  burthcned 
'ind  in  fjict  have  been  injuriously  aflfccted,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  party  and  of 
the  majority  of  the  same  origin  by  whom  they  have 
been  supported  in  the  assembly  of  the  Province. 

"  The  class  of  persons  by  whom  members  of  the 
Jissembly  are  almost  exclusively  returned, — that  is, 
the  iahabitants  of  French  origin,  who  form  the  ma- 
jority, and  whose  character  is  in  other  respects  most 
estimable, — has  shewn  itself  peculiarly  liable  to  be 
acted  upon  by  ambitious  and  self-interested  indivi- 
duals, who,  by  exciting  the  latent  national  prejudices 
of  the  majority  against  their  fellow-subjects  of  a  dif- 
ferent origin,  can,  as  appears  from  late  events,  lead 
them  astray  by  specious  though  perfectly  unfounded 
representations  addressed  to  their  prejudices  and 
passions. 

''  By  these  means  the  pu-ty  in  the  Assembly  al- 
ready alluded  to,  has  acquired  a  dangerous  ascend- 
ancy over  this  class  of  the  population,  and  the  result 
of  the  late  elections  evinces  that  they  will  use  it  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  return  of  such  persons 
only  as  will  act  in  subserviency  to  them.  Upon  that 
occasion  it  is  notorious  that  no  other  qualification 
was  asked  or  required  from  candidates  than  an  im- 
plicit acquiescence  in   the  views   and  wishes  of  the 
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party  as  expressed  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly 
to  be  presently  adverted  to. 

"  While  the  loprcsentation  of  the  Province  con- 
tinues on  such  a  footing,  with  the  concentration  of 
power  incident  to  it,  experience  has  shewn  that  there 
can  be  no  hope  of  a  fair  and  impartial  administration 
of  the  powers  of  government,  and  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  apprehend  that  in  a  body  so  conj^titutcd, 
the  public  and  general  interests  of  the  Province, 
commercial  and  «gricultural,  will  continue  to  be 
overlooked  and  neglected,  or  subjocted  to  injurious 
regulations,  its  improvement  obstructed  and  retarded, 
and  the  whole  internal  government  of  the  Province 
deprived  of  the  legislative  superintendence  and  pro- 
visions which  are  necessary  for  its  efficiency,  and  the 
promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 

*^  The  political  evils  arising  from  the  constitution 
and  composition  of  the  Assembly  have  been  greatly 
increased  and  aggravated  by  the  act  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  Assembly, 
absolutely  and  unconditionally  as  it  is  understood  by 
that  body,  the  important  revenue  by  means  of  which 
the  civil  expenditure  of  the  Province  was  previously 
defrayed.  By  this  iricrease  to  the  power  derived 
from  great  numerial  superiority  in  the  Assembly, 
have  been  superadded  the  irresistible  weight  and  in- 
fluence necessarily  conjoined  with  the  exclusive 
power  of  appropriating  the  revenues  absolutely  and 
indispensab'y  requisite  for  defraying  the  civil  ex- 
penditure of  the  Province,  by  means  of  which  the 
Executive  government  has  been  rendered  entirely 
dependent  on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  leaders  in 
the  Assembly  for  its  very  existence ;  and  public  au- 
thority, both  administrative  and  judicial,  from  the 
Governor-in-Chief  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Pro- 
vince to  the  most  humble  individual  in  the  scale  of 
office,  has  been  subjected  to  their  interested,  partial, 
vindictive,  or  capricious  control. 
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"  If  any  iloubt  cmhiM  horctoforc  have  been  enter- 
tained aa  to  the  (Icsij^n  and  tendency  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  these  men,  tliat  doubt  must  have  been  removed 
by  the  resolutions  p:isscd  in  the  Assembly  on  the  21st 
day  of  February,  1(S34,  contuininj::  divers  false  and 
scandalous  imputations  of  so  i:;eneral  a  nature  as  not 
to  admit  of  answer  or  invest i^ration,  against  the  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  His  Majesty's  government  in 
this  Province, — against  the  whole  body  of  its  officers, 
civil  and  military, — against  the  judiciary  and  the 
second  branch  of  the  Provincial  iCegisliiture, — against 
a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  en- 
gaged solely  in  the  duties  and  pursuits  of  private  life, 
and  against  the  British  government  generally  as  re- 
spects this  Province,  since  the  cession  of  Canada  to 
His  Majesty  by  the  Crown  of  France. 

*'  These  resolutions  passed  by  a  majority  of  56,  of 
whom  51  were  menibcrs  of  French  origin,  against 
24-,  of  whom  17  were  not  of  that  origin.  They 
formally  class  and  enumerate  His  Majesty's  subjects 
in  this  Province  as  persons  of  '•  French  origin"  and 
of  "  British  or  Foreign  origin,"  the  former  of  whom 
are  erroneously  stated  as  consisting  of  5'25,000  and 
the  latter  of  75,000  souls. 

'*  The  address  to  His  Majesty  and  to  the  twa 
Houses  of  Parliament,  wherein  these  resolutions  are 
embodied,  and  which  have  been  transmitted  to  Eng- 
land, claims  a  revision  and  modification,  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  this  Province,  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Act ;  an  extension  of  the  elective  system  contrary 
to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  and  the  British  con- 
stitution, for  the  purpose  of  investing  the  appointment 
to  offices  of  honor  and  profit  in  the  said  majority  of 
the  people  ;  the  election  of  the  second  branch  of  the 
legislature,  now  appointed  by  the  Crown  for  life,  in 
virtue  of  the  aforesaid  act ;  threatening  at  the  same 
time  the  British  government  aiid  Parliament  with  the 
example  of  the  late  colonies,  now  the  United  Statea 
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of  AmoricJi,  and  inKistinpj  upon  being  supported  in 
the  demands  contained  in  the  said  resolutions,  that 
the  people  of  this  Province  '  may  not  be  forced  by 
oppression  to  rcirret  thoir  dependence  on  the  British 
empire,  and  to  seek  elsewhere  a  remedy  for  their  afflic- 
.tions.' 

*'  In  furth?rance  of  the  views  of  the  framers  of 
the  said  resolution:'  and  address,  the  said  resolutions 
were,  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  the 
Provincial  Parliament,  printed  and  distributed  in 
great  numbers  throughout  the  I'rovince  at  the  public 
expense ;  and  certain  committees  were  therein  invited 
to  be  formed,  to  aid  in  giving  effect  to  the  same, 
under  a  pledge  of  the  "honor  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people"  to  reimburse  the  expenses  of  the  said 
committees  to  them,  or  to  such  persons  as  might  ad-, 
vance  money  to  them. 

"  The  party  already  referred  to,  composed  of  certain 
members  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  French  origin, 
has  for  several  years  past,  as  already  stated,  and  as 
is  well  known,  taken  advantage  of  every  opportunity, 
both  by  speeches  delivered  in  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  elsewhere,  and  through  means  of  newspapers 
under  their  control,  to  excite  the  ancient  national 
prejudices  of  the  inhabitants  who  are  of  French  ori- 
gin, against  their  fellow-subjects  who  are  not  of  that 
origin ;  and  particularly  by  the  aforesaid  resolutions 
printed  and  distributed  as  aforesaid,  and  by  nioetings 
and  committees  in  support  thereof,  tlicy  have  in  fact 
so  operated  upon  the  prejudices  of  persons  of  their 
origin,  as  to  excite  a  great  number  of  them  to  frequent 
public  expressions  of  hatred,  and  threatened  violence 
to  those  not  of  the  same  national  origin. 

•'  In  consequence  of  these  machinations  and  others 
connected  with  and  resulting  from  them,  it  has  come 
to  pasr  as  might  have  been  looked  for  under  such 
circumstances,  that  at  the  late  general  election,  (as 
the  poll  books   kept  of  record   according  to  law  will 


t 


1 


30 


shew,)  majorities  consisting  of  persons  of  French  ori- 
gin have  chosen  nearly  the  whole  of  the  members 
who  are  to  compose  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
ensuing  four  years,  of  persons  of  that  origin  who  liave 
publicly  a])piovod  of  the  said  resolutions,  or  pledged 
themselves  to  their  support. 

''  As  subordinate  to  the  grievances  now  wtated, 
but  contributing  materially  to  the  political  evils  of* 
the  l*rovince,  other  departments  of  the  govcrnraent 
may  be  mentioned  as  to  which  measures  of  reform 
are  urgently  called  for.  The  system  of  judicature 
as  now  established,  it  is  universally  known,  is  alto- 
gether insufficient  and  unsuited  to  the  present  state 
and  condition  of  the  Province.  From  the  great  ex- 
tension of  the  settlements,  and  the  increase  of  popu- 
hitioii  in  different  districts,  the  courts  of  original 
jurisdiction  have  become  inaccessible  to  the  inhabit- 
ants at  a  distance  from  them,  otherwise  tlian  at  a 
ruinous  expense,  involving  in  many  cases  a  denial- 
01  failure  of  justice;  whilst  the  Court  of  Appeals,  from 
its  peculiar  constitution,  is  unfit  for  the  exercise  of 
the  powers  with  which  it  is  entrusted.  That  a  system 
of  such  vital  importance  to  the  public  welfare,  and 
yet  so  injuriously  defective  and  inadequate,  should 
have  continued  without  alteration  or  improvement, 
is  among  the  striking  evidences  of  the  imperfect 
exercise  of  powers  entrusted  to  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature . 

"In  every  well-regulated  government  it  is  essen- 
tial that  the  oxecutivo  authority  should  be  aided  by 
the  advice  of  able  and  well-informed  individuals, 
acting  together  and  in  a  body,  by  which  sound  dis- 
cretion, uniformity,  consistency  and  system  are  im- 
parted to  its  measures.  Among  colonial  governments, 
which  are  generally  administered  by  persons  laboring 
under  the  disadvantage  of  a  deficiency  of  local  in- 
formation, assistance  of  this  nature  is  indispensable 
for   the  attainment  of  the  ends  of  good  government. 
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Tliis  body  of  advisers  ouj:^]it  to  be  found  in  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  Province ;  but  itvS  members 
are  too  few  in  number,  and  its  composition  too  defective, 
to  answer  the  purposes  of  its  institution. 

**  Wliilst  the  greatest  importance  ought  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  selection  of  tit  persons  for  seats  in  the 
Legislative  Council,  it  is  indispensably  necessary  for 
the  stability  of  the  fjjovernmont  as  now  constituted, 
and  for  the  security  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  within 
the  Province,  that  the  power  of  appointing  members 
to  that  branch  of  the  legislature  should  continue  to 
reside  exclusively  in  the  Crown,  but  subject  to  such 
regulations  as  may  be  deemed  proper  for  ensuring  the 
appointment  of  fully  qualified  persons. 

"  Under  the  foregoing  view  of  the  political  state  of 
the  Province,  the  object  of  the  Constitutional  Associa- 
tion of  Quebec  will  be, — 

"  By  constitutional  moans, — 

"  1st.  To  obtain  for  persons  of  British  and  Irish 
origin,  and  others  His  Majesty's  subjects  laboring 
und-er  the  same  privation  of  common  rights,  a  fair 
and  reasonable  proportion  of  the  representation  in 
the  Provincial  Assembly. 

"  2nd.  »To  obtain  such  reform  in  the  system  of 
judicature  and  the  administration  of  justice  as  may 
adapt  them  to  the  present  state  of  the  Province. 

''  8rd.  To  obtain  such  a  composition  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  as  may  impart  to  it  the  efficiency  and 
weight  which  it  ought  to  possess. 

'•  4th.  To  resist  any  appointment  of  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  otherwise  than  by  the  Crown, 
but  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may  ensure  the 
appointment  of  lit  persons. 

"  5th.  To  use  every  effort  to  maintain  the  con- 
nexi  m  of  this  colony  with  the  parent  state,  and  a  just 
subordination  to  its  authority. 

"  6th,    To    assist    in    preserving    and    maintaining 
peace   and  good   order  throughout  the  Province,  and 
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ensuring  tlu'  Cjinl  rights  (.f  Ills  Majr.^  t)*s  subjc  c's  of 
all  classoM. 

"  Now  AVk,  wlioHc  nninos  are  urnlcrsi;^ncJ,  taking 
the  premises  into  our  serious  eoiisideratiou,  do  here- 
by form  ourscflves  into  a  Con^titutidual  Associatictn 
for  the  purposes  stated  in  thu  fore^din^z;  dei;larati()n, 
and  for  mutual  support  in  the  dischar;:;e  of  the  duties 
of  our  allc^ianee  to  His  Majesty,  as  hiwful  Sovereign 
of  the  United  Kin;^doni  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  of  this  Trovinee,  de[)cndent  on  and  belongiu"^  to 
the  said  I\in<j;doni. 

"  Deelarin':^  that  we  wiAi  for  no  jirefcrences  or 
advantajjjes  over  our  fellow-suhjeets  of  whatever  na- 
tional orii^in,  nor  ibr  any  infrin;j;<!nicnt  of  the  ri;;hts, 
laws,  institutions.  privile;^es  and  immunities,  eivil  or 
religious,  in  whieh  those  of  Freneh  ori|iin  may  be 
peeuliarly  interested,  and  to  wliieh  they  are  entitled, 
or  whieh  they  enjoy  under  the  IJritish  government 
and  the  established  constitution  ;  desiring  merely  for 
ourselves  the  enjoyment  of  eipud  ri'^hts  with  our 
fellow-subjects,  and  that  permanent  peace,  security 
and  freedom  for  our  persons,  opinions,  property  and 
industry  which  are  tlie  conih'on  rights  of  Jiritish 
subjects.  , 

**  And  in  furtherance  of  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  jiower,  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves 
to  each  other  and  to  our  fellow-subjects  throughout  the 
Empire." 

An  address  was  also  issued  by  the  Constitutionalists 
at  Montreal  .shortly  after  the  above  from  Quebec. 

•'  TO    MEN  OF  liRITISIT  OR  IRISH  DESOKNT. 

Fe'low  Countrymen, 

*'  Engaged  in  a  contest,  the  result  of  which  must  be 
felt  throughout  the  Provinces  of  British  America,  we, 
your  oppressed  brethren  of  Montreal,  solicit  your 
attention  to  a  brief  and  temperate  exposition  of  our 
principles  and  grievances. 
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"  Connected  wltli  you  ]»y  identity  oC  origin,  by 
oommunitv  of  feelini:",  bv  national  roc  illectioiH,  and 
by  one  conunon  interest,  in  tbis  tlie  liour  of  dan;^er  we 
look  to  you  for  su]ij)ort. 

"  Tbe  populition  of  I,o\ver  Canada,  lieteroLConcous 
in  its  eliaraeter,  eomprehends  two  di.-tinet  el.is.ses  — 
a  inijority  of  Freneb,  and  a  minority  of  Hritisb  des- 
cent— i^overned  by  feelin-j;  and  attacbnients  widely 
differini;  IVoin  e:iel»  otber  ;  tb.o  einises  wbieb  b:ive  pro- 
dueed  that  division  may  be  generally  known. 

"  The  want  of  education  arnonj:;  the  French  major- 
ity, and  tlieir  consequent  in^djility  to  form  a  correct 
judgment  of  tlie  acts  of  tlieir  political  leaders,  luive 
en.t:;cndered  uiost  of  our  iirievanees.  The  extent  of 
that  iijjnoranco  may  be  collected  from  the  facts,  that 
within  the  last  few  yeara  in  each  of  two  (jrand  Juries 
of  the  ('ourt  of  Kind's  Bcnub  for  the  district  of  Mon- 
treal, selected  und(!r  a  provincial  law,  from  among 
the  wealthiest  inhabitants  of  the  rural  j;:irishcs,  there 
was  found  but  one  ])C^rs'>n  competent  to  write  lii.s 
name  ;  and  that  trustees  of  schools  are  specially  per- 
mitted, l>y  statute,  to  alHx  their  cros-es  to  their  i-chool 
reports. 

•'  The  politic.d  information  of  that  p.irt  of  the  Cana- 
dian population  engaged  in  agricultural  jrarsuits  is, 
therefore  derived  exclusively  from  the  few  educated 
indi\iduuls  scattered  among  them,  who  speak  the 
same  Imgiiage,  and  who  possess  the  means  of  direct- 
ing public  opinion,  exempted  from  those  salutary  checks 
which  education  alone  can  bestow. 

"  The  persons  who  wield  this  mighty  power  arc, 
generally  speaking  seigniors,  lawyers  and  notaries, 
of  French  extraction,  all  of  Avhom  as  will  be  shown 
herealtcr,  have  a  direct  and  sellish  interest  in  main- 
taining a  system  of  i\;udal  law,  injurious  to  the  coun- 
try, and  bearing  Avith  peculiar  severity  on  IJrilish  in- 
terests. 

"Our  endeavours  to  procure  relief  have  been  repro- 
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Bented  as  au  overt  attack  upon  the  customs  and  iu- 
Btitutions  of  the  Province ;  national  prejudices  have 
been  called  into  action,  national  feelings  excited, 
and  a  French  majority,  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
the  contest,  is  now  arrayed  against  a  British  minor- 
ity. 

*'  Passing   by  the  petty  vexations  of  the  feudal  ten- 


ure, such   as  the  seignior's  right  to  call  for  the  title 


deeds  of  every  vassal ;  his  exclusive  right  of  grinding 
the  grain  of  his  seigniory ;  his  right  to  assume  any 
property  within  the  limits  of  his  seigniory,  on  reim- 
bursing to  the  purchaser  the  cost  of  his  accjuisition  ; 
and  other'  claims  of  a  servile  and  arbitrary  character 
incident  to  feudal  law ;  we  proceed  to  the  subject 
of  the  more  grievous  burdens  by  which  we  are  op- 
pressed. 

"  Throughout  the  seigniories  of  Lower  Canada, 
witliiu  the  limits  of  which  arc  comprised  the  cities  of 
Montreal  and  Quebec,  upon  the  sale  of  real  property 
the  feudal   Lord  extracts  from   the  purchaser  a  fine, 

equal   to    one-twclfith   part   of   the    price a  claim 

which  recurs  with  each  successive  sale ;  thus  every 
1  '^.  person  who  clears,  or  otherwise  improves  a  farm, 
erects  a  building,  either  in  town  or  country,  or  in- 
vests capital  in  landed  estate,  bestows  one-twelfth  of 
his  outlay  on  the  seignior,  whenever  the  property  is 
brought  to  sale. 

"  This  odious  law,  so  hijurious  in  its  effects,  readily 
explains  why  this  fine  Province,  although  richly  en- 
dowed by  nature,  is  so  far  surpassed  in  the  career 
of  improvement  by  neighboring  Provinces  and 
States. 

"  From  the  want  of  a  bill  for  the  reciistration  of 
acquisition  of  real  property,  the  validity  of  a  title 
cannot  be  ascertained  except  by  a  course  of  expen- 
sive proceedings  through  Courts  of  Law,  but  secret 
incumbrances  may  still  exist,  unaffected  by  that  pro- 
cedure, for  whose  discovery  no  means  are   afforded  ; 
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hence  the  difficulty  of*  borrowinp;  money  on  mort- 
gage, and  the  frequent  seizure  and  forced  sale  of  real 
estate. 

*'  The  profits  which  accrue  to  tlie  seignior  from 
this  state  of  things  are  obvious  ;  and  the  interest  of 
the  French  hiwyer  and  notary  in  maintaining  a  system 
of  law  that  fosters  litigation  and  produces  corresponding 
expense  is  equally  intelligible. 

"  Such  are  the  considerations  which  govern  a  party 
exercising  a  paramount  influence  in  the  House  of 
Assembly :  and  thus  it  is  that  British  liberality 
which  conferred  upon  the  French  population  the 
element^  of  free  government  has  been  perverted  by 
designing  and  interested  individuals  to  the  means  of 
retaining  laws  adverse  to  national  prosperity  and  to  the 
spirit  of  free  institutions. 

"  The  repugnance  of  Britons  to  a  slavish  and  anti- 
quated system  of  feudal  jurisprudence  has  drawn 
upon  them  the  undisguised  hostility  of  the  French 
party  ;  an  hostility  which  has  been  manifested  by 
attempts  even  of  a  legislative  character  to  check  emi- 
gration from  the  British  Isles,  and  to  prevent  a  per- 
manent settlement  in  the  Province  of  that  class  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects,  whom  they  have  invidiously 
described  as  of  "  British  or  Foreign  origin." 

"  The  most  prominent  of  these  enactments,  and  the 
most  unjust,  is  the  imposition  of  a  tax  on  British 
emigranis,  and  British  emigrants  only,  in  violation 
of  the  most  sacred  rights  we  inherit  from  our  fathers, 
and  contrary  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Province. 

"  They  have  denounced,  as  a  mischievous  monopoly, 
a  Land  Company,  established  for  the  purpose  of 
settling,  with  a  British  population,  lands  which,  by 
their  distance  from  a  market  and  want  of  roads, 
would  otherwise  be  inaccessible  to  individual  enter- 
prise ;  wilfully  overlooking  the  fact,  that  the  im- 
mense tracts  of  land  still  held  by  the  Crown,  and 
offered  for  sale,  in  small  parcels,  at  low  rates,  secure 
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the  adviiiitagoi  of  competition,  aaJ  will  prevent  the 
Company  from  using  the  privileges  to  tlic  detriment  of 
the  community. 

"In  the  formition  of  counties  for  the  election  of 
representatives,  the  townships,  which  are  held  by 
the  tenure  ot  free  and  common  soccuge,  and  are 
therefore  the  n:itural  resort  of  British  settlers,  have 
been  divided  into  counties,  according  to  the  actual 
population,  without  making  any  provision  for  their  lu~ 
ture  growth,  although  the  territory  thus  parcelled 
out  is  of  much  larger  extent  than  the  French  sei- 
gniores ;  so  that  were  the  respective  sections  of  the 
I'rovince  peopled  in  proportion  to  their  productive 
powers,  a  majority  of  British  constituents  v.ould  roturn 
a  minority  of  representative-!. 

"  They  have  excluded  co-tenants  and  co-proprie- 
tors from  tlie  elective  franchise,  as  being  y-cnerallv 
Britons,  whilst  to  co-heirs,  as  being  chiefly  French,  the 
right  of  voting  has  been  carefully  secured. 

''  The  qualification  of  magistrate,  of  militia  officers 
and  of  jurors,  is  made  to  depend  upon  real  estate ; 
the  possession  of  which,  in  properties  of  limited  value, 
is  generally  eontined  to  Canadians,  whilst  Britons, 
whose  capitals  are  more  commonly  embarked  in 
commercial  and  manufacturing  pursuits,  are  virtu- 
ally debarred  from  those  offices  and  public  trusts ; 
thus  confiding  our  liberties  to  the  discretion  of  a  body 


of  men,    the 


greater   number 


of    whom    are    devoid 


of  education,  and  have  been  taught  to  regiird  Britons 
as  their  natural  enemies. 

"  Their  abuse  of  power  and  contempt  of  enlightened 
public  opinion,  (confident  in  the  support  of  an  un- 
lettered French  majority,)  arc  exemplified  by  their 
proceedings  in  the  House  of  Assembly.  We  have 
seen  31  r.  Christie  expelled  from  successive  Parlia- 
ments, despite  the  remonstrances  of  the  disfran- 
chised electors  of  Gaspe,  and  contrary  to  every  prin- 
eiple  of  a  repre.-cntative  governmejit — Mr.   Mondelet 
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expelled  by  u  forced  construction  of  an  illegal  reso- 
lution, a  construction,  from  wliich  the  franicr  of  the 
resolution  declared  his  dissent ;  and  contrary  to  the 
precedent  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Panet,  who  under  like 
circumstances,  was  permitted  to  retain  his  seat — 
The  West  Ward  of  J^ontreal,  containing  a  majority 
of  independent  British  electors,  defranchised  for 
two  years — a  pretended  enquiry  into  the  melancholy 
riot  of  the  21st  of  May,  1832,  where  individuals 
were  pronounced  guilty  bci'ore  the  examination  of  a 
single  witness  ;  and  where,  in  violation  of  a  solemn 
pledge,  and  of  common  justice,  the  evidence  for  the 
prosecution   was  sent  forth  to  the  world   without  any 

evidence   having   been    received    in    defence publif^ 

monies  misapplied  under  resolutions  of  the  Assem- 
bly, without  the  assent  of  the  co-ordinate  branches 
of  the   Iciiislature — the 


coutnigent 


expenses 


of 


Assembly  charged  with  a  salary  to  Mr.  Vigor,  ori- 
ginally of  £1000,  but  gradually  increased  to  £1700 
per  annum — a  sum  so  disproportionate  to  the  ser- 
vices rendered,  as  to  justify  the  conclusion,  that  the 
vote  itself  was  a  convenient  pretext  for  the  secret 
misapplication  of  Provincial  funds ;  and,  their  dar- 
ing  contempt    of  all    public  and    constitutional  prin- 


ciples 


during 


the  last  session,  and  on   the   eve    of  a 


dissolution,  in  attempting  to  commit  a  new  Parlia- 
ment to  the  reimbursement  of  *.}\e  expenses  attend- 
ant upon  the  convening  of  public  meetings  throughout 
the  Province,  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
the  general  election. 

"  The  laws  governing  commercial  transactions  in- 
troduced from  Fiance,  remain  as  they  were  at  the 
conquest.  Applications  to  the  Assembly  for  a  bank- 
rupt law,  and  otlier  modifications  of  tlie  existing 
jurisprudence,  suited  to  the  altered  circumstances  of 
the  country,  have  been  uniformly  neglected,  and  we 
continue  subjected  to  the  uncertain  and  ill  defined 
p  ovisions  of  a  body  of  laws  long  since  repudiated  in 
that  France,  whence  it  was  originally  derived. 


/ 


// 


P 


iM 


1 


' 


J 


S 


38 


'•The  Provincial  banks  called  into  .cxistcuce  by 
acts  of  tho  Provincial  Legislature,  and  by  the  terms 
of  their  charters,  compelled  annually  to  exhibit  state- 
ments of  their  affairs,  have  been  openly  denounced 
by  Mr.  Papineau,  late  Speaker  of  the  Assembly, 
and  organ  of  the  French  party,  from  no  other  pos- 
sible motive  than  a  desire  to  inflict  injury  upon 
commerce,  and  consequently  on  Britons,  by  whom 
the  commerce  of  the  country  is  chiefly  conducted. 

'*  The  same  individual  has  publicly  recommended 
to  the  French  party  to  abstain  from  all  intercourse 
with  Britons :  an  advice  which  has  been  acted  upon  to 
a  considerable  extent. 

'^  Not  satisfied  with  the  powers  with  which  they 
are  constitutionally  invested,  the  French  party  in 
tlie  Assembly  have  been  incessantly  occupied  in  at- 
tempting to  arrogate  to  thcmi?clves  supremacy  in  the 
concerns  of  the  Province. 

"  Their  refusal  to  pass  laws,  txcept  of  temporary 
duration,  has  involved  in  uncertainty  important  in- 
terests which  would  require  to  be  regulated  by  perman- 
ent enactments. 

"  Their  claim  to  pass  in  review  the  salaries  of  all 
public  ofiiccrs  by  an  annual  Civil  List,  voted  by 
items,  would,  if  acceded  to,  lead  to  a  disorganization 
of  government,  and  ultimately  render  the  Judges  and 
other  public  functionaries,  the  instruments  of  their 
political  animosities. 

'*  The  Legislative  Council,  a  body  appointed  by 
the  Crown,  and  where  alone  British  interests  are 
fairly  represented,  they  are  endeavouring  to  replace 
by  an  elective  Council,  which,  returned  by  the  same 
constituency,  must,  from  necessity,  be  in  all  respects 
a  counterpart  of  the  Assembly ;  a  measure  which 
would  remove  the  barriers  that  defend  us  against 
French  tyranny,  and  give  to  a  majority,  hostile  to 
British  interests,  a  power  that  would  be  employed  to 
sever  the  connexion  between  Canada  and  the  Empire. 
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"  Our  opposition  to  this  extension  of  tl.e  elective 
principle,  dictated  by  preservation,  has  been  falsely 
represented  as  an  opposition  to  liberal  institutions. 
Accustomed  to  see  in  the  neipjhborinti;  States  the 
mild  tolerance  of  equal  laws,  and  a  constitution  in  its 
essential  features  approximatinj^  to  our  own,  we  are 
not  of  those  who  startle  with  alarm  at  the  name  of  a 
republic,  or  vi<^w  their  institutions  with  jealousy  or 
distrust.  With  sentiments  of  generous  pride,  we  re- 
cognise the  lineaments  of  kindred  blood  and  national 
character.  Sensible  of  tlie  benefits  denvcd  from 
our  connexion  with  the  parent  state,  and  ardently 
attached  to  the  land  of  our  fathers,  we  view  with 
grief  and  indignation,  proceedings,  Avhich,  if  not 
successfully  resiistcd,  v;ill  leave  us  no  choice  between 
a  change  which  we  deprecate,  and  a  submission  to 
French  opr  '"ssion.  - 

"  It  were  an  insult  to  the  understanding  to  dwell 
upon  public  opinion,  as  expressed  by  a  population 
destitute  of  the  advantages  of  educaiion,  as  a  mass 
of  the  French  population  in  this  P'ovince  has  been 
shewn  to  be,  and  we  regard  with  blended  feelings  of 
indignation  and  contempt,  the  affectation  of  the 
leaders  of  the  French  party,  of  the  character  of  lib- 
erals and  reformers,  whilst  they  have  sedulously  fos- 
tered a  system  of  feudal  exactions  and  feudal  servi- 
tude, which  invest  a  privileged  class  with  more  arbi- 
trary rights  than  tlie  nobility  of  England,  without  the 
plea  of  hereditary  claims  to  legislative  honors. 

"  Numbering  in  our  ranks  many  who,  both  in 
Britain  and  in  Ireland,  were  foremost  in  the  cause 
of  reform ;  independent  in  our  principles ;  uncon- 
nected with  office  ;  of  all  classes  and  of  ail  creeds ; 
bound  together  by  the  endearing  recollection  of  a 
common  origin,  and  tlie  powerful  sentiment  of  a 
common  danger,  we  are  prepared  to  resist  to  the  ut- 
termost the  efforts  of  a  party,  which,  under  the 
specious   guise   of    popular   institutions,   would    sever 


> 


f 

i 


t 


iiKi-i";.-  -«,»j«ii 


4e 


48di 


.tell 


igcnce,  .in( 


wisdoui  fliom  power,  and  respect  from  inj 
consi^^n  us  to  unendurable  bondage. 

"  Cherishing  sentiments  of  becoming  respect  for 
His  Majesty's  government,  and  correctly  appreciat- 
ing its  many  cllorts  to  advance  our  prosperity,  the 
task  we  have  undertaken  to  perform  requires,  never- 
theless, that  we  should  explicitely  declare  our  opin- 
ion, that  the  evils  which  oppress  us  have  been  aggra- 
vated by  the  various  and  temporising  policy  of  succes- 
Bivo  administrations. 

The  destinies  of  this  important  Province  have  been 
confided  to  Colonial  8ecrctarics,  ignorant  of  the 
state  of  parties  in  the  Colony.  J<]ntcring  upon  oflice 
without  a  competent  knowledge  of  our  affairs ,  rely- 
ing for  information  upon  a  House  of  Assembly,  con- 
stituted as  that  body  has  been  shewn  to  be  ;  alter- 
nately making  unwise  concessions  or  attempting  to 
enforce  unwise  principles,  and  not  unfrcqueutly  re- 
tiring from  office  at  a  tinic  when  experience  would 
have  enabled  them  to  act  with  becoming  judgment 
and  decision,  the  tendency  of  their  measures  has 
been  to  compromise  the  dignity  of  the  Home  Gov- 
ernment and  to  confer  a  sanction  upon  the  pretensions 
by  which  our  interests  are  assailed. 

"  We  are  not  insensibl'"-  to  the  just  grounds  of 
complaint  arising  from  the  inefhciency  of  the  Exec- 
utive Council,  and  the  feeble  claims  which  that 
body  possesses  to  the  confidence  af  the  community. 

"  We  cannot  recognise  just  principles  of  govern- 
ment in  calling  to  a  seat  in  one  of  the  Councils,  a 
clerk  or  subordinate  officer  of  the  other ;  and  al- 
though the  l^egislatiue  Council,  as  at  present  con- 
stituted, commands  our  respect  as  possessing  a 
majority  of  Independent  members,  we  consider  that 
it  yet  contains  too  many  persons  holding  dependent 
situations  under  the  Crown  and  liable  to  be  acted  upon 
by  undue  influence. 

"  The   accumulation   of  offices    in    the    family  and 
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connection  of  a  leaflinL'  njcinbor  of  tlio  Legislative 
Council,  de,scr\es  to  be  held  up  to  public  reprehen- 
sion. 

''  The  irresponsible  manner  in  which  tlie  Land 
granting  Department  is  conducted,  the  sahiry  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  duties  performed,  which  is  attached 
to  the  office,  and  other  abuses  connected  with  the  Woods 
and  Forests,  demand  revision. 

"  To  the  redress  of  these  abuses,  and  to  all  other 
reforms,  based  upon  just  principles,  we  offer  the 
most  strenuous  support,  and  we,  deliberately  and 
with  confidence  submit  this  exposition  of  our  prin- 
ciples and  grievances,  in  order  that  our  fellow- 
countrymen  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  sincerity 
of  the  rcsjxictive  parties  in  the  Province,  by  contrasting 
professions  with  facts. 

"  The  subject  of  this  address  cannot  fail  to  sug- 
gest ii]iportant  reflections  connected  with  the  social 
and  political  relations  of  the  country.  Of  what  tlie 
future  will  disclose  we  can  offer  no  conjecture, 
lleccnt  events  have  roused  us  to  a  sense  of  impend- 
ing danger,  and  the  British  and  Irish  population  of 
Lower  Canada  are  now  united  for  self-preservation, 
animated  by  a  determination  to  resist  measures, 
which,  if  successful  must  end  in  their  destruction. 
Shall  we,  in  this,  the  country  of  our  adoption,  be  per- 
mitted to  find  a  honic  ?  or  shall  we  be  driven  from  it 
as  fugitives  ? 

"  strong  in  Hie  sympathies  of  our  fellow  country- 
men in  the  Sister  Provinces,  injury  cannot  be  in- 
flicted upon  us,  without  affecting  them;  and  the 
French  party  may  yet  be  taught,  that  the  majority 
upon  which  they  count  for  success,  will,  in  the  hour 
of  trial,  prove  a  weak  defence  against  the  awakened 
energies  of  an  insulted  and  oppressed  people. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  a  public 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Montreal,  held  on  the  20th 
of  November,  1834. 

(Signed)  JOHN  MOLSON,  Jun. 
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The  official  olafsse.s, including  the  Judges, who  had  suffer- 
ed inconvenience  I'ronj  Ihe  withholding  of  the  supplies, 
were  this  autumn  partinlly  relieved  by  an  advance  from 
the  military  chest  of  £!>  1,000  stg.,  from  the  government 
at  home,  towards  part  payment  of  the  arrears  due  them.* 

•  "  Do'wing-srreet,  27th.  Sept.  1834. 
"  M3'Lord.— -I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Lordship, 
that  Ilis  Majesty's  government  being  fally  aware  of  the  extre- 
me inconvenit'nce  to  which  o.ir  government  ha^  ncces3arily 
been  exposed  py  the  frilure  of  the  Supp'y  Bill  for  the  year, 
1833, flnd  by  the  absence  of  any  provision  for  the  evpenses  of 
the  public  service  for  the  present  year,  have  had  under  their 
most  serioua  consideration  the  steps  which  it  would  be  most 
desirable  to  adopt  wiih  the  view  of  relieving  you  trora  a  state 
of  embarrassment. 

"Themtst  gratifying  tei'mlnnlion  to  this  state  of  things  that 
can  be  anticii)ated  is  r.nquestionably  the  setilemeat  of  the  fin- 
ancial differencps  of  tlie  i'rovince  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
all  parties,  and  such  as  m.iy  meet  the  views  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects  of  all  classes  in  Canada.  But  in  the  interval  which 
must  occur  before  these  discussions  can  be  brought  to  a  close 
I  ara  bound  in  jnstice  to  those  who  fill  public  sUtuatious,  to 
consider  the  privations  and  hardships  to  which  they  are  sub- 
ject by  the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  thepajment  of 
their  salaries,  and  to  devise  some  immediate  means  tor  pro- 
viding funds  for  their  relief.  Nothing  but  the  unprecedented 
nature  ot  the  call  would  justify  the  Govern'nent  in  having 
recourse  to  such  a  measure,  epecially  since  (as  your  Lord- 
ship is  aware)  there  is  a  sum  amply  suffieica  tto  meet  the  de- 
mands on  the  public  chest,  but  which  c.nno-  with  propriety 
be  appropriated  until  asupply  bill  has  been  passed  by  the 
Assembly.  It  is  under  these  peculiar  circumstances  that  it 
has  been  determined  by  His  Majesty's  government  to  author- 
ize an  advance  to  be  made  from  the  iLilitary  chest,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  jC31,000,  being  the  amountrcqdired  to  de- 
fray the  services  of  the  year  1833.  I  do  not  mean  to  direct 
these  payments  to  be  made  in  nil  cases,  for  it  would  bt  un- 
questionoblymore  advantngeous  in  manyrespects  that  a  course 
of  proceeding,  only  to  be  justified  by  inevitable  necessity, 
should  not  be  resorted  to.  But  n)y  intention  is  to  vest  in  your 
Lordship,under  the  responsibility  of  HisMajesty'sGovcrnment 
an  authority  to  meet  such  extreme  cases  of  pre-sure  as  may 
require  your  interposiiion,  and  i  lay  not  admit  of  delay  till  the 
entire  question  is  disjiosed  of,  \y  a  temporary  ndvance  from 
theextraoidinary  fund  of  theMotherCountry,  giving  this  relief 
in  a  ra  inner  which  does  not  prejudice  any  of  the  points  un- 
der d'Cussinn,  and  feeling  convinced  Ihat  out    of  the  sup- 
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this  partial  relief  mitigated  the  distress,  but  it  irritated 
the  opponents  of  the  •government,  who  contended  that 
it  was  an  undue  interference  witli  the  privileges  of  the 
Commons,  and  with  a  view  to  render  their  attempts  to 
control  the  Executive,  by  refusing  the  supplies,  nuga- 
tory. This  step  by  t)ie  Home  Government  was  conse- 
quently made  an  additional  grievance. 

On  the  eve  of  the  new^  year,  the  mayor  and  town- 
council  of  Quebec,  with  singular  delicacy,  took  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  ]  ,  ing  the  usual  compli- 
ment of  a  new-year's  visit  to  the  Governor-in-Chicf,  and 
decided  in  the  negative. 

The  Asiatic  cholera  this  summer  again  visited  Canada, 
scourging  the  cities  of  Quebec  and  Montreal  with  equal 
if  not  greater  severity  than  in  1832,  as  well  as  the  prin- 
cipal towns  in  the  Upper  Province. 

The  new  parliament,-'^  (the  last  of  Lower  Canada) 

plies  which  I  trust  will  be  voted  by  the  Legislature  of  Lower 
Canada  this  advance  will  be  cheei  fully  repaid. 

••  You  will,  upon  ihe  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  tdke  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  making  ihe  twollouses  acquainted  wiih 
the  course  which  His  Majesty's  government  have  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  adopt ;  and  I  entertain  a  confident  expectation  that  the 
financial  condition  of  ihe  Province  will  receive  from  the  Leg- 
islature that  attention  which  iis  paramount  importance  de- 
mands. "  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed,)  "T  Si'Rino  Rice. 

"To  Lt  -Genl.  Lord  Aylraer,  &c.,  2^c., 
•HousK  OF  Assembly.— The  figures  after  the  nnmcs,  denote 

the  number  of  times  the  members  had  served  previ  )us  to  the 

last  election.     These  to  whose  namesjare  prefixed  f  were^not 

of  the  last  Assembly. 

Speaker, ;  Bonaven!u  e,  E.  Thibodeau,  (1.)  and 

t  J.  F.  Deblois  ;  Gaape,  W.  Power,  (2  )  and  J.  Le  Boutillier, 
(1);  Rmov&ki,  L.  Bertrand,  (I)  and  f  J-  J>tP.  Tachc;  KumoU' 
rasiea,  Amable  Dionne,  (1)  and  f  Pierre  Canac  'ht  Marquis; 
V Islet,  J  B  Fortin,  ^9)  and  .)  C  Let()urnrau,r2);  BcUechasse,  N 
Boissonnault,  (3)  and  A  N  Morin,  (2);  Dorchester,  ^  J  li  Beau- 
douin.  and  J  BoufFard,  (1);  Dcaucc,  Ant.  Ch.  'J'asclierenu,  (1) 
and  Pierre  E.  Taschereau  (1);  Mes^aniic,  f  John  G  Clapham  ; 
Lotbiniere,  L.  Methot,  (1)  and  J.  Bte.  Isa'e  Noel,  (1);  Nicolet, 
Laurent  Bourdages  ;  J  B  Proulx  (4);  Drummond,  Ed  Toomy, 
(1);  Sherbrooke,  Barth,  C  A  Gugy,  (1)  and  f  J  Moore;  ^7an- 


44 


t         ■:  ' 


met  on   the  21st  Febninry,  1835,  and  the    Assembly, 
havini^  re-elected   Mr.    Papineau  their  speaker,    by   a 

stead,  .Miircud  Cliild.  (1)  and  f  J  (jiiaiiuis  ;    Yuininlca,  L  G  do 
Tonnnncour,  (1)  and  f  Hdmmid  IJ  U'Call  ^glian  ;  St.  Jlyncinthe 
L  R  lUivncliard,  (1)  and  f  Thomas  Boulliillicr;  Bmrgde  Win. 
Henry,  f  J  IMikle;  Richtlien,  Jac(iue3  Dorion,  (1)  and  CCS 
do  Blciir.v,  (I);  Roiiville^  i'ierre  Garreau,  (I)  and  f  I*  M  Bar 
dy ;   Sh''ffoid,   S    Wood,    (I)   and    f    A    Wells;    Misaisquoi, 
t  W  Bilker,  and  \  E  Knight  ;    Verchercs,  Pierre  Aniiot,  (7)  and 
J  Tousiaint    Drolel,  (1);    C/wmbJy,  L  Michel  Vig^r,  (i)  und 
t  L  Lacostc;  Loprairie,  J  M  lliiyuiond,  (3)  and  f  J  N  Cardi- 
nal ;  Acudic,  C  U  Cotf,  and  f  Merritt  Ilotclikiis  ;  B'.riUhernois, 
Clias  Archambault,  (I)  and  J  Dewitt,  [11;  Cointe  de  Montreal, 
L  J  Papineau,  [lOj  f  C  Seraphim  Cherrier;    Vilte  de  Mont- 
real [Kst]  J  Leslie,  [2]  and  f  Joseph  IJoy ;    Vi'le  de  Monlrcal, 
[UucitJ  L  J  Papinean,  [10.]  and  \  R  Nelson  ;   Vaudrenil,  Char- 
les Ruchon  dil  Larocque,  (I)  and  f  C  0  Perrnult ;  Outaonais, 
t  Baxter  Bowman,  and  f  J  Blackburn;  Deiix  Moniognes,  Wm. 
Henry  Scott,  [2j  and  J  J  Gironard,  [1] ;  I'crrehonne,  L  H  La- 
fonlaine,  (2)  and  f  S  Bouc  ;  Lic/ienaie,  F  Courteau,  [2]  J  M 
Rochon,  [2J ;  Ujlssompiion,  Ed    E  Rodier,  and  t  J  B  Meilleur; 
'Beiihier,  J   Deligny,  [G]   and   Alexis    Mousseau,    [4]    Saint- 
Maurice,  P  Bureau,  [5J  and  Valere  Guillet,   [I];  Bmrg  des 
Trots   IHvieres,  Dr.  J  Rene  Kimber,   (1)  and  |   Ed.  Bernard  ; 
Champain,   Ul.  Trudelle,  [1]  and  P  A  Dorion,  (1)  ;  Porineuf,¥ 
X  Larue,  (3)  and  H   S  Hnot,  [l]  ;  Comfe  de  (Quebec,  Louis   T 
Besserer,  (I)  and  t  J  Blanchet;  Haute  Vulede  Quebec,  t  ^^6n6 
Ed  Caron,  and  t  Amable  Berthelot ;  .Basse  Ville  de  Quebec,G. 
Vanfelson,  [IJ  and  f  Uypolile  Dubord  ;  Orleans,  Jli  Cassault, 
[IJ  and  Alexis  Godbout,  (1)  Monlinoiend,  Elzear  Bedard,  [l] 
Saguenay,  Andre  Simon,  [1]  Xavier  Tessier,  [1.] 

LiKGisLATivB  CouNCiL. — The  Honorable  Jonathan  Sewell, 
Chief  Justice  of  Lower  Canada,  Speaker,  Hon  «fc  Rt  Rev.  C  J 
Stewart,  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  The  Hon.  J  Hale,  Sir  John 
Caldwell,  Bart,  H  W  Ryland,  J  Cuthbert,  0  'JV  Grant,  Pre. 
Dora.  Debartzch,  T  Ooftin,  R  Mackenzie,  L  Gugy,  W  BFelton, 
M  Bell,  J  Forsyth,  J  Stewart,  I'oussaint  Pothier,  Samuel  Halt, 
D  B  Viger,  Louis  Guy,  George  Moifatt,  Roch  de  St.  Ours,  P 
McGill,  J  Molsou,  M  P  dc  Sales  Laterriere,  Frs.  X  Malhi&t, 
J  DessaulU'8,  Barihelemi  Joliette,  Pierre  de  Hocheblave,  Robt 
Harwood,  Ant.  G  Couillard,  Robert  Jones,  James  Baxter,  P. 
Quirouet,  Joseph  Masson. 

ExECUTivB  Council. — The  Honorable  and  Right  Reverend 
C  J  Stewart,  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  The  Honorable  William 
Smith,  C  E  Chaussegros  de  Leiy,  A  \V  Cochran,  J  Stewart, 
Dominique  Mondelet,  Hugues  Heney. 
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voto  of  70  in  liis  liivor  .liraiiist  6  for  Mr.  Lafontaino, 
(who  hid  been  put  in  nomination  eontrary  to  his 
wishes)  lost  no  time,  after  liearin;:;  the  (Jovenior'p 
sjKjech,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
ProviiR'u,  s^int;  into  committee  of  tlie  whole  House 
daily  on  the  suhjeet.  A  bill  was  introduced  for  the 
appointment  of  an  A<];cnt  of  the  Province  in  the  ITni- 
tcd  Kinujdom,  a  blank  Ix'inu;  left  in  it  for  the  name 
of  the  person  who  should  be  chosen  f(tr  the  ]>ur|)ose, 
and  which  was  subsequently  supplied  with  that  of  ^Mr. 
Roebuck. 

The  Gover.ior's  sj)eech  in  opening  the  session  was  as 
follows : — 

"  Gentlemen  of  the.  Legislutirr  (jnnicll, 
"  Gentlemen  of  tUe  Jlonsc  n/  Assembl//, 

"  It  was  my  intentiim  to  meet  you  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed by  the  lloyal  proclamation  of  the  IGth  De- 
cember, 1834,  for  the  assembling  of  the  Provincial  Par- 
liament for  the  despatch  of  business. 

"  I  had  already  received  some  important  commu- 
nications upon  subjects  deeply  affecting:  the  vital  in- 
terests of  the  l*rovince,  which  for  some  months  pnst 
have  engaged  tlie  serious  attention  of  His  Majesty's 
government,  and  in  relation  to  which  it  was  desirable 
that  I  should  be  in  possession  of  their  instructions 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Parliament, 
when  the  official  intelligence  reached  me  of  a  change 
having  taken  place  iiL.llis  Majestj's  Councils  :  where- 
upon the  meeting  of  the  I'rovincial  Parliament  was 
postponed  to  the  present  day,  in  order  to  afford  time 
for  the  receipt  of  the  instructions  to  wliich  T  have  al- 
luded. 

"  The  recent  chanues  in  llis  Maiestv's  Councils 
must  unavoidably  have  deltyed  the  transmission  of 
these  instructions  which  have  not  yet  been  received 
by  me,  and  although  I  still  consider  it  desirable  that 
I  should  be  in  possession  of  them  previous  to  the 
assembling  of  the  Provincial  Parli;imcut.   T  havii  never. 
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thcless  ju(ljj;('<l  it  cxpodiont  now  to  call  you  toirethor 
under  tlu)  nijprohoiision  that  the  public  s<M'vie(Miii,L:ijt  be 
exposed  to  serious  ineoMveuieiRe  l)y  further  delay. 

"  I  have  received  I'roni  His  Majesty 'h  government, 
official  inibrniation  oi'  the  passage  of  a  bill  in  the 
[inperial  l*arlianient  relatiti^  to  tlie  Post  Office  De- 
partment in  His  Majesty 'h  dominions  in  North  Ame- 
rica; and  1  received  at  the  same  time  the  draft  of  a 
bill  in  relation  to  that  department  to  be  submitted  to 
your  consideration,  which  sliall  be  done  at  an  early  period 
of  the  present  session. 

"Previous  to  the  openinuof  the  naviuation  of  the 
River  8aint  Lawrence,  in  the  spriii'j;  of  last  year,  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  re-establish  the  (Quarantine 
otation  id  Grosse  Isle.  I  will  at  an  early  jjcriod  of 
the  session,  brin^  under  your  notice  the  measures 
which  were  adopted  on  that  occasion : — They  will  be 
found  similar  to  those  adopted  and  acted  upon  during 
the  two  preceding  sessions,  and  subscijuently  sanction- 
ed by  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature  in  the  last 
session,  and  the  session  before  the  last. 

"  The  failure  of  the  supi)ly  bill  in  the  session  before 
the  last;  the  separation  of  the  JiCgislaturc  after  the 
last  session,  without  having  passed  any  bill  of  supply  ; 
and  the  inadequacy  of  the  funds  permanently  appro- 
priated, and  placed  by  law  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Crown  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment, and  the  administration  of  justice,  to  effect 
more  than  the  payment  of  a  limited  proportion  of 
those  expenses,  could  not  fail  to  create  the  most 
serious  embarrassments'  in  carrying  on  the  ordinary 
and  indispensable  operations  of  government.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  was  deemed  expedient  by  His 
Majesty's  government  to  direct  the  issue  from  the 
military  chest  of  a  sum  equal  to  thirty-one  thousand 
pounds,  sterling,  for  the  purpose  of  mitigating  those 
embarrassments,  by  the  payment  in  part  of  the  sala- 
ries   and   contingent    alloAvances   of    the  judges    and 
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otlior  |mMi<*  (>ni(ors  of*  tlio  Cn»\vu,  wIjo,  *in  roiisu 
(|uenc'c  of  tlic  no!i--payinoiit  of  tlioir  s;il.iri('s  and  con- 
tingent allowancos,  had  Ixon  loni;-  snflForinir  cxtronic 
dihtresH  and  serious  inconvenience  ;  and  His  Majesty's 
L'overninent  feel  convinei'd  tli;it  out  of  the  supplicH 
which  tliey  trust  will  he  voted  })y  the  fiCjiislature  of 
fiowcr  Canachi,  the  advance  from  the  military  chest  will 
he  cheerfully  repaid. 
•'  GcnflenH  n  of  till'  /loiisr  of'  Asscinhli/, 

"  T  recommend  to  y(UU'  early  considerati«iu  th<' 
expediency  of  nuikinj;  provision  for  the  repayment 
of  the  advance  made  in  pursuance  of  the  instructicms 
of  Ilis  Majesty's  uovernment,  from  the  military  cheat, 
e(|ual  to  the  sum  of  thirty-one  thousand  j)o\uuls  ster- 
ling, which  advanct'  has  been  a[)plied  to  serviccB 
wliich  are  absolutely  necessary  in  carrying  on  the 
ordinary  administration  of  justice  and  other  indispensa- 
ble of)crations  of  <;overnment. 

"  The  accounts *of  the  expenditure  of  the  year  end- 
ing 10th  October  last,  and  an  estimate  of  the  exjxMises 
for  the  current  year,  will  be  laid  before  you  at  an  early 
period  of  the  session. 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  L*'<j(slatlre  Council ^ 
'*  Gentlnnen  of  the  Jloune  of  Assemhli/, 

"  1  have  now  only  to  recommend  to  you  to  proceed 
with  diligence  in  the  discharge  of  your  im[xirtant 
duties  as^legislators,  and  to  express  my  earnest  desire 
that  the  present  Parliament,  which  is  now  assembled  for 
the  first  time,  may  hereafter  be  distinguished  fcr  the 
benefits  conferred  by  it  on  the  Province." 

Before  proceeding  to  business,  His  Excellency's 
speech  in  proroguing  the  previous  session  was  taken 
into  consideration,  and  the  following  resolutions  were 
passed  on  the  subject : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  any  censure  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  House  on  the  part  of  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  or  of  the  Executive  government,  is  in 
violation  of  the  statute  in   virtue  of  which  this   House 
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is  constituted,  an  inf'riugcnieut  of  its  privileges 
which  they  cunnot  dispense  with  protestinii;  against,  and 
a  dangerous  attack  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province. 

"  Resolved,    That    th:«t   part  of  the  speech    of    His 
Excellency  the   Governor-in -Chief    addressed    to    this 
House  on  the  18th  of  March  last,  at  the   close  of  the 
last  session,    and    which    relates   to   the  petitions    ad- 
dressed by  this  House  to  His  Most   Gracious  Majesty. 
and  to  the  two   Houses  of  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom,    on  the  state  of  the   Province,    complaining 
of  grievances   and   abuses   which   exist    in    this   Pro- 
vince,   and    inuicatiag    the    means    of  remedying    the 
same,   is    a   censure  on    the    part   of  the  head  of  tno 
Executive    of    this    Province,    of  the    proceedings   of 
this   House,   which    had   acted  as  an  e<|  lal  branch  of 
the  Legislature,   for  divers   good  causes  and  conside- 
rations to  itself  known,  for  the  benefit  of  His  Majes- 
ty's subjects  in  this  Province  and  af  his  government 
therein . 

r~^  Resolved,  that  the   said  speech  be  expunged  from 
(M,he  Journal  of  this  House. 

In  the  Address  in  answer  to  the  Governor's  speech  it 
was  observed  : — 

'•  We  regret  in  common  with  Your  Excellency, 
the  failure  of  the  .supply  bill  which  passed  this 
House  in  the  session  before  the  last.  Last  year 
the  proceedings  of  this  House  were  founded  on  the 
ancient  practice  of  Parliament,  and  on  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution  itself,  and  on  other  considerations 
known  to  this  House,  for  the  benefit  (tf  His  Majesty's 
subjects  in  this  Province  and  of  his  government 
therein.  "We  would  regret  that  His  Majesty's 
government  should  have  resorted  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  Civil  Government  and  administra- 
tion of  justice  to  the  application  of  any  funds  levied 
in  this  Province,  which  are  of  ridit  and  oui*;ht  elfect. 
ually    to    be   under  the   control  of  this    House.     W^ 
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WiUild  al,>:0  regret  tliat  nny  other  t'luids  t<houkl  linvc 
been  apjdied  to  the  f^anie  purpose  without  the  votes 
this  House,  thus  destroying  the  wholesome  and  con- 
stitutional influence  which  the  people  onglit  to  have 
throuji^h  their  representatives  over  every  branch  of 
the  p]xecutive  j^overnnient.  We  however  del'cr  any 
further  connnent,  in  the  hope  that  the  connnnnica- 
tions  wdiich  Your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  announce, 
will  render  full  justice  to  this  House.  Our  determi- 
nation on  matters  so  essentially  connected  with  the 
interests  of  our  constituents  and  tlie  peculiar  pri- 
vileges of  this  House,  shall  not  fail  to  be  guided  by 
what  we  may  conceive  to  be  the  constitutional  rights 
of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Province.  We  shall  also  receive  with  the  same 
views  the  estimate  of  the  crxpenses  for  the  current 
year,  which  Your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  say  will 
be  laid  before  us  at  an  early  period  of  the  session. 

'^  We  beg  leave  to  assure  Your  ExccUencv  that  this 
House  is  ever  disposed  to  apply  itself  with  the  utmost 
diligence  to  the  discharge  of  its  duties  as  representatives 
of  the  people,  to  whom  we  are  to  return  to  partake  in 
their  lot. 

"  It  is  in  that  s<>lemn  capacity,  and  after  a  recent 
election,  that  we  think  it  our  duty  respectfully  to 
declare  to  Y'our  Excellency,  tliat  the  great  body  of 
the  people  of  this  Province  without  distinction,  con- 
sider the  extension  of  the  elective  principle,  and  its 
introduction  into  the  constitution  of  the  Legislative 
Council  in  particular,  the  fu!l  and  unimpeded  en- 
joyment by  the  Legislature  of  this  Province  and  by 
this  House  of  their  legislative  and  constitutional 
rights,  and  the  reparation  of  all  grievances  and  abuses, 
as  essential  to  the  wants,  condition  and  happiness  of 
His  Majesty's  faithful  C:madian  subjects,  and  neces- 
sary to  strengthen  their  confidence  in  His  Majesty's 
government.  We  also  most  respectfully  pray  \''our 
Excellency    to    be    pleased    to    convey    tj    His    Most 
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Gracious  Majesty  this  our  humble  but  firm  opinion, 
so  that  llis  5laje.sty  and  his  parliament  may  remove 
the  causes  which  have  impeded  the  prosperity  of  the 
Province,  and  secure  for  the  future  the  welfare  and 
content  of  its  inhabitants  under  the  government  of  His 
3Iajesty. 

With  this  address,  tlie  Assembly  waited  upon  II is 
Excellency,  who  drily  .-inswered  : — 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  and 

^'  Gentlemen  of  the  Home  of  Afisem/j/i/, 

"  It  has  been  my  custom,  as  well  as  that  of,  I  be- 
lieve, all  my  predecessors  in  office,  to  transmit  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department,  a 
copy  of  the  Address  of  the  House  of  Assembly  in 
answer  to  tlie  Speech  of  tlie  Governor,  or  person  ad- 
ministering the  government,  at  the  opening  of  each  j-es- 
sion,  and  this  shall  be  done  in  like  manner  in  the  pre- 
sent instance." 

Before  the  presentation  of  the  above  had  taken 
place,  an  address  to  the  King  had  been  agreed  upon 
in  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
province,  and  was  concurred  in  by  the  house.  It  was 
as  follows: — 

"To  THE  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
''  31  ay  it  please  Your  Mnjesty, 

"  We,  Your  3Iajesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects, 
tlie  Commons  of  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  in 
Provincial  I^arliament  assembled,  most  respectfully  ap- 
proach Your  ^Majesty  to  exjioae  : 

"  That  during  the  last  session  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament, the  Commons  of  the  Province  of  Lower 
Canada,  in  the  luune  of  the  people  whom  they  repre- 
sent, approjiched  Your  Majesty  by  petiticm,  dated 
from  Quebec,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  setting  forth  the  griev- 
ances which  the  people  of  the  said  Province  suffered, 
arising  out  of  the  vicious  principles  upon  which  their 


opinion, 
remove 
J  oF  the 
Eire  and 
t  of  His 

[)on  His 


f,  I  be- 

t  to  the 
ment,  a 
nibly  iu 
'SOP.  ad- 
lach  see- 
the pre- 

1    taken 

d  upon 

!  of  the 

It  was 

TV. 

ibjects, 

[id a,  in 

lly  ap- 

lil  I'ar- 
Lower 
jiepre-- 
datcd 
msand 
griev- 
[ffered, 
their 


< 


51 


political  institutions  are  based,  Jiuj^ravated  by  a  series 
of  arbitrary  administrations  to  which  the  Province  has 
been  subjected. 

"  That  the  enquiry  which  was  instituted  before  a 
select  committee  appointed  by  the  Honorable  the 
House  of  Commons  upon  Canada  affairs,  on  the  15th 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  four, 
induced  the  people  of  Lower  Canada  to  hope,  that 
not  only  would  the  prayer  of  their  petition  be  listened 
to,  but  that  the  grievances  therein  set  forth,  which 
your  petitioners  have  reason  to  believe  were  fully  sup- 
ported, would  be  immediately  redressed. 

"  That  this  hope,  which  your  petitioners  cannot 
deem  unreasonable,  was  still  further  strengthened  by 
the  retirement  of  Your  Majesty's  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  the  Right  Honorable  E.  G. 
Stanley,  and  the  sutjsequent  appointment  of  the 
Right  Honorable  T.  Spring  Rice,  the  more  espe- 
cially after  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  Right 
Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies^ 
that  Your  Majesty's  government  was  actuated  by  the 
strongest  desire  to  render  justice  to  the  people  of 
this  Province,  by  removing  the  various  abuses  under 
which  they  suffer,  and  affording  to  tljcm  security  against 
the  recurrence  thereof. 

''  That  your  petitioners,  however,  regret  to  state 
that  not  only  docs  the  said  petition  of  the  Commons 
of  Lower  Canada  to  Your  ^Majesty,  seems  to  have  been 
totally  neglected,  but  that  new  abuses  have  been  in- 
flicted upon  the  people  of  this  Province,  which,  if 
not  speedily  removed,  will  tend  to  increase,  to  an 
alarming  degree,  the  discontents  which  have  so  long 
prevailed,  and  will  ultimately  alienate  the  affections 
of  the  people  even  from  the  government  of  England 
itself 

"  That  amo?ig  the  additionnl  grievances  of  which 
the  people  of  this  Province  have  to  complain,  your 
petitioners  would  invite  the  attention  of  Your   Majesty 
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to  the  fact,  that  Ilis  Excellency  Matthew  Lord  Ayl- 
nier,  is  still  continued  in  the  government  of  this 
Province,  after  having  been  formally  iiccuscd,  in'  the 
aforesaid  petition,  of  ''  illegal,  unjust  and  unconstitu- 
tional conduct,'  and  after  having  borne  himself  to- 
wards the  reprcf-cntatives  of  the  people  of  Lower 
Canada,  in  a  maimer  insulting  to  a  body  intrusted 
with  Icgi^^lative  functions,  and  destructive  of  the 
respect  which  should  bo  duo  to  Your  Majesty's  repre- 
sentative. 

"  That  the  acts  of  the  Governor  in  Chief,  of  which 
tlie  people  of  this  Province  have  still  to  complain, 
were,  for  the  most  part,  enumerated  in  the  aforesaid 
petition  to  Your  Majesty ;  that  since  that  time,  the 
vindictive  and  bitter  feelings,  together  with  the  arbi- 
trary and  unbecoming  conduct  which  His  Excellency 
has  displayed  towards  the  people  of  this  Province,  have 
created  an  universal  feeling  of  discontent  tow^nrds  His 
Excellency's  administration. 

''  That  among  the  just  subjects  of  complaint  against 
the  present  administration  of  this  Province,  the  sys- 
tem which  is  exhibited  in  the  distribution  of  oflSces, 
necessarily  holds  a  conspicuous  place ;  that  the  chief 
recommendation  to  office  continues  to  be  a  display  of 
marked  and  bitter  animosity  towards  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  Province  ;  that  it  is  seldom  men  of 
French  Canadian  origin  find  their  way  into  office 
under  any  circumstances ;  but  when  they  are  ap- 
pointed, it  is  not  until  they  have  alienated  themselves 
from  the  sympathies  of  the  people,  and  allied  them- 
selves with  the  fiictious  minority  opposed  to  the 
wishes  and  interests  of  the  country ;  and  that  even 
the  sacred  character  of  justice  has  been  recently  pol- 
luted in  its  source,  by  the  appointing  to  the  high 
office  of  Judge  of  the  King's  Bench  for  the  district 
of  Montreal,  a  man  who  was  a  violent  and  decided 
partisan  of  the  administration  of  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie, 
and    the    declared    enemy   of  the   laws   which    he   is 
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sworn  to  administer ;  and  also  by  the  appointment  of 
a  p^reat  number  of  commissioners  for  the  trial  of  sn^all 
causes,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  intentionally 
selected  on  the  evo  of  a  pjeneral  electioTi,  from  nnioni; 
the  notorious  partisans  of  the  present  administration. 

"That  another  cause  of  complaint  Avliich  has  arisen 
since  the  aforesaid  petition  of  tlic  Commons  of  Lower 
Canada  to  Your  Majesty,  is  the  culpable  indifference 
betrayed  by  the  Governor  in  Chief  on  the  subject  of 
the  frii^htful  ravap^es  connnitted  by  the  Asiatic  cho- 
lera, during  the  last  summer ;  that  a  few  days  after 
the  existence  of  the  dreadful  scourge  in  the  city  of 
Montreal  was  ascertained,  the  Corporation  of  the  said 
city,  in  accordance  with  its  strict  line  of  duty,  passed 
a  series  of  resolutions,  authorizing  an  application  to 
the  Governor  in  Chief,  for  an  extension  of  the  fjuar- 
antine  regulations  to  the  port  of  Montreal,  and  for 
an  aid  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  the  destitute 
emigrants  to  their  destination  ;  that  the  answer  of  the 
Governor  was  more  than  a  bare  refusal, — it  was 
marked  with  coolness  and  insult ;  that  your  petitioners 
are  firmly  of  opinion,  that  the  virulence  which  the 
disease  subsequently  assumed  in  the  said  city  of 
Montreal,  would  liave  been  considerably  mitigated, 
had  the  head  of  the  administration  complied  with 
the  prayer  of  the  Corporation  ;  and  that  the  people 
of  the  country  generally,  and  more  especially  the 
surviving  relatives  of  the  one  thousand  three  hundred 
victims  who  died  in  Montreal,  and  of  the  thousands 
in  the  Province  who  hive  fallen  victims  to  the  dis; 
ease,  look  upon  the  conduct  of  His  ExcoUoncy  as  one 
of  the  principal  causes  of  their  suflcring  and  bs^reave- 
ment. 

''  That  since  the  aforesaid  petition  of  the  Coniuions 
of  Lower  Canada,  Your  Majesty's  govennuent  in  op- 
position to  the  prayer  of  the  said  jtetition,  as  well  as 
to  the  numerous  representations  on  that  subject  sub- 
mitted to  Your  Majesty  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
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and  by  several  of  its  Jiuthorizod  a;;entH,  has  sanctioned 
the  sale  of  lands  belonuiii^;  to  tliis  l^rovinee,  to  several 
individuals  usinjj:;  the  title  of  the  "  British  North 
American  Jjand  Company ;'  and  yonr  petitioners  also 
have  reason  for  believinsi;  that  Yonr  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment have,  likewise,  sold  to  the  individuals  afore- 
said, extensive  tracts  of  land  bclon*iing  to  this  Pro- 
vince, and  theieby  have  taxed  this  colony,  contrary 
to  the  most  important  and  indisputable  of  the  birth- 
rights of  British  subjects,  which  were  more  particu- 
larly acknowledged,  and  confirmed  to  colonies  with 
local  legislatures,  by  the  faith  and  honor  of  the 
British  Parliament,  pledged  by  the  declaratory  act  of 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  the 
violation  of  which  principle  recognized  in  said  act, 
led  to  the  rightful  and  successful  resistance  of  tlie 
former  British  colonics,  and  dismemberment  of  the 
British  em[>ire.  That  your  petitioners,  viewing  with 
alarm  such  an  encroachment  upon  their  political  pri- 
vileges, would  feign  believe  that  it  has  been  made 
without  considering  their  constitutional  rights,  and 
the  provisions  of  said  declaratory  act ;  that  your  pe- 
titioners, nevertheless,  solenmly  protest  against  this 
violation  of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  people  of 
Low^cr  Canada,  and  pray  Your  Majesty  to  recommend 
to  your  parliament  the  immediate  repeal  of  the  act 
passed  in  favor  of  the  said  land  company ;  that  your 
petitioners  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  said  tax  is 
now  being  paid  into  the  colonial  chest  of  this  pro- 
vince, for  the  disposal  of  the  Executive,  without  the 
sanction,  and  in  defiance  of  the  expressed  will  of  the 
Connnons  of  Ijower  Canada;  that  your  petitioners 
anticipate  Mith  fear,  as  a  consequence  thereof,  a 
frightful  increase  of  corruption  in  this  Province;  that 
in  addition  to  the  fears  generated  by  this  unconstitu- 
tional taxation,  and  the  equally  unconstitutional  ap- 
plication of  the  said  tax,  your  petitioners  foresee, 
arising  out  of  the  })eculiar  powers  ci>nferrcd    on    the 
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Coiiipuiiy  ill  sjucstion,  the  destruction  ol'  the  political 
iiidepetidcnce  of  tlic  people  who  may  unrortunatcly 
hecoine  subject  to  its  control,  and  wlio  will  be  rendered 
basely  subscuvicnt  to  the  said  company. 

"  That  the  continued  dilapidations  of  the  revenues 
of  the  Province,  in  direct  violation  of  the  constitution, 
are  another  source  of  alarm  to  Your  Majesty's  Cana- 
dian subjects  ;  that  after  the  abinidoninent  of  the  late 
Colonial  Secretary's  f>roject  to  seize  upon  the  said 
revenues  by  suspeiidini;"  an  act  which  did  no  more 
than  confirm  to  the  Commons  of  Lower  Canada  a 
right  previously  rec-o^nized,  without  conferring  any 
new  privileges,  Your  Maje.-ty's  Canadian  subjects  did 
not  expect  to  be  so  so  soon  called  upon  to  resist  similar 
unconstitutional  encroachments  and  dila])idations  ; 
yet  very  recently  the  indisputuble  privileges  of  the 
Assembly  have  been  again  violated  by  the  paj  ment 
of  the  public  servants,  without  the  sanction  or  cogni- 
zance of  tlie  only  bodv  authoribed  to  L'ive  such 
sanction. 

"  That  the  jieople  of  the  old  colonies,  now  the 
United  States  of  North  Americo,  however  much  they 
were  agitated  by  attempts  at  unconssitutional  taxa- 
tion, had  much  less  to  complain  of  on  the  score  of 
executive  usurpation,  than  the  people  of  this  3*ro- 
vince ;  the  Assembly  having  repeatedly  declared  its 
fixed  determination  not  to  sanction  that  which  it 
must  ever  consider  a  tyrannical  violation  of  its  rights, 
and  which  the  people  of  this  Proviiue  regard  as  a 
virtual  dissolution  of  the  constitution,  imd  for  the 
conse({uences  of  which  your  petitioners  cannot  an- 
swer. 

"  That  under  these  circumstances,  y<)ur  petitioners 
claim  for  Your  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects.  Your 
Majesty's  protection  against  these  and  similar  acts  of 
pillage,  that  Your  Majesty  may  and  ought  at  once  to 
ascertain,  in  order  to  bring  to  just  punishment,  those 
who  authorized  so  ciiminal  an  assumption  of  power. 
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"  The  inasmuch  as  no  session  of  tlie  Pniviiicial 
l*nrlinniont  has  intervened  sinec  the  date  of  the  aforc- 
naid  petition  of  the  C/omnions  of  tliis  Province  to 
Vour  ^fajesty,  your  petitioners  abstain  from  alludin*:;, 
at  any  lenizth,  to  thii  insuperable  differences  and  the 
ever  wideniiiLj  breach  between  the  Hoiise  of  Assem- 
bly and  the  LcLrislative  Council  of  this  Province, — 
diiferences  sprin^inn'  out  of  the  very  constitution  of 
the  latter  body :  nevertheless,  your  petitioners  cannot 
avoid  reniindinp:  Your  Majesty,  that  the  aforesaid 
petition  contained  a  prayer  that  tlie  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, as  at  present  constituted,  be  a])olished,  and  that 
the  people  of  this  Province  bo  empowered  to  elect 
the  second  branch  of  the  leii;islature  in  future,  as  tlie 
only  means  of  producing  that  harmony,  without  which 
internal  peace  and  good  government  cannot  exist. 

"  That  as  an  evidonce  that  the;  people  at  large  fully 
participate  in  the  opinions  of  tJic  majority  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  your  petitioners  take  leave  to 
refer  Your  Majesty  to  the  result  of  the  recent  elec- 
tions in  the  said  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  which 
avowedly  turned  upon  the  approval  or  the  disap- 
proval of  the  elective  princijTle,  and  which  result  is  al- 
most unanin>ously  in  favor  of  the  said  principle."-'^ 

Similar  addresses  to  the  two  Houses  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  were  drawn  np  and  forwarded  to 
Mr.  Roebuck  for  presentation.  The  Governor  was 
requested  by  address  from  the  Asf^embly  to  forward  that 
10  His  Majesty,  with  which  he  readily  complied. 

The  Governor  sent  down,  on  the  3rd  of  M:irch,  the 
followino;  messa<i;e  : — 

**  The  Governor  in  Chief  in  the  speech  with  which 
he  opened,  the  present  session,  recommended  to  the 
early  considerati(ui  of  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
expediency  of  making  pi-ovision  for  the  repayment 
of  a  sum  equal  to  thirty-one  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling, which,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  His 

♦  See  at  the  end  of  the  Chapter  an  interesting  unHlysis  of 
this  subject,  by  Jacques  Viger,  Esq.,  of  Montreal. 
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Maje.sty'f<  jiovcniiui'nt.  had  boon  issued  from  the 
military  ehest,  and  a]»})lied  to  serviees  whieh  are 
absolutely  nceessMiy  in  carryin<»'  on  the  ordinary 
administration  of  justice,  and  other  indisptnisable 
operations  of  government ;  and  lie  now  transmits  a 
detailed  account  of  the  disbursements  of  the  advance 
so  made  from  the  military  cliest.  It  will  be  observed, 
that  the  advance  has  been  applied  to  the  li(|uidatiou 
of  the  balance  remnininii-  unpaid  on  accjmnt  of  the 
cHtimate  for  the  year  cndini;- the  10th  October,  1833, 
of  the  expenses  of  the  civil  government  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice;  part  onl^'  of  which  expenses 
had  been  defrayed  out  of  the  funds  permanently  ap- 
propriated, and  placed  by  law  at  tiie  disposal  of  the 
Crown,  for  the  administration  of  justice  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  civil  uovcrnment  ;  and  the  Governor  in 
Chief  takes  this  opportunity  of  renewinii;  to  the  House 
the  expression  of  the  reliance  of  His  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment on  their  liberality  in  providiniz;  f\)r  the 
repayment  of  the  advance  in  question." 

The  Assembly  being  hj  want  oi'  funds  to  defray 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House,  current  and  in 
arrears,  addressed  His  Excellency,  as  at  the  previous 
session,  for  an  ailvance  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds, 
currency,  assuring  him  that  they  would  make  good 
the  amount,  if  the  fund  by  law  appropriated  towards 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  legislature  should  prove 
inad<M|uate.  To  this  he  answered  to  the  messengers 
bearing  the  address,  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  a 
full  and  unqualified  compliance  with  the  prayer  of 
their  address  involved  questions  of  great  importance, 
in  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  and  imposed  a 
weighty  responsibility,  under  existing  circumstances, 
upon  the  individuals  at  the  head  of  the  Executive  gov- 
ernment,— '•  it  becomes  my  duty,  tVercfore,  to  take 
'•  the  subject  of  this  address  into  my  most  serious 
"  consideration,  and  deliberately  to  examhie  it  in  all 
"  its  bearings.  This  I  will  do,  and  the  result  will  be 
"  communicated  to  tlie  A^semblv  bv  messaLie."' 
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The   answer   was    referred    to  a   eommittee  of  the 


whole    House,    by  wliieli   a  series  of  resolutions  w 
adopted  ou   the    suhi(!et.       The  eoneludiuLi   resoluti( 
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Kxcclleney  the  Governor  in  Chief,"'  as  insisted  upon 
by  the  Assembly  in  its  addresses  to  His  Majesty  and 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  dated  1st  ^lareh  18I54-, 
and  in   its  resolutions   (the   1)2)   of  2 1st   February   of 


the 


same  vear 


''llesolved,  That  on  the  ISth  Jaimary,  1831., 
His  Excellency,  the  present  riovernor  in  Chief, 
refused  t3  issue  his  warrant  to  the  lleceivor  General 
authorizing;  the  advance  in  pursuance  of  an  address 
of  this  IloTO  of  a  sum  of  £7000  currency,  for  the 
purpose   of  meeting;'   the   contingent  expenses   thereof. 

*'  Kesolved,  That  upon  the  said  refusal,  this 
House  did,  on  the  21st  February  next  following, 
resolve  among  otlier  things,  "  That  this  House  pos- 
•'  sesses  of  right  and  has  exercised  within  this  Pro- 
•'  vince,  when  occasion  has  required  it,  all  the  pow- 
•'  ers,  privileges  and  immunities  claimed  and  pos- 
"  sessed  by  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament  in 
•'  the  United  Kiiigdoni  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
'Mand:"—"  That  from  the  year  1792  to  the  pre- 
"  sent,  advances  have  constantly  been  made  to  meet 
''  the  expenses  aforesaid,  on  addresses  similar  to 
''  that  presented  this  year  by  this  House  to  the 
•'  Governor  in  Chief,  according  to  the  practice  adop- 
"  ted  by  the  House  of  Commons ;  that  an  address 
•'  of  this  kind  is  the  most  solemn  vote  of  credit 
•'  which  this  House  can  pass,  and  that  almost  the 
■'  whole  amount  of  a  siini  exceeding  £277,000  has 
"  been  advanced  on  such  votes  by  the  predecessors 
•'  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief,  and  by  him- 
"  self,  without  any  risk  having  been  incurred  by  any 
''  Governor  on  account  of  any  such  advances,  though 
"  several  of  them  have  had  differences,  attended  by 
•'  violence    and     injustice     on     their     part,    with    the 
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''  House  of  AsseiuMy,  " — "  Tliiit  thi.s  rot'usal  of  tin* 
•'Governor  in  Cl»iet'  essentially  impedes  the  den- 
*  patch  of  business  foi'  which  the  l*arliainent  was 
''  culled  touether,  is  derogatory  to  the  rights  and 
•' honor  of  this  House,  and  forins  another  grievance 
•'  for  wliich  the  present  Administration  of  this  Pro- 
•'vincc  is  reasonable;"  which  said  assertion  this 
House  now  repeats. 

''  llesolved,  That  althougU  tlie  Governor  in  (.hief 
in  his  message  of  the  18th  January,  IS.'M*,  commu- 
nicating his  said  refusal.  dedartMl  that  this  course 
was,  as  ho  was  firmly  persuaded,  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  of  the  const ii.ition,  and  waw 
moreover  one  from  wliicli  under  existing  circum- 
stances no  consideration  of  expediency  could  justify 
him  in  departing,  yet  this  House  seeirig  His  Excel- 
lency still  retain  the  government  of  the  Province, 
and  call  together  the  Parliament  tliereof  for  the 
despatch  of  business,  was  led  to  believe  that  lie  did 
80  seriously  and  in  good  taith,  and  tliat  he  was  pre- 
pared to  advance  to  this  House  the  sums  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  pay  the  numerous  debts  it  had  incur- 
red for  the  despatch  of  business,  and  to  meet  its 
daily  expenses  for  the  same  purnose. 

''  Kesolved,  Ti  t  as  the  ^reat  imjuest  of  this 
Province,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  enquire 
concerning  all  grievances,  and  all  circumstances 
which  may  endanger  the  general  welfare  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  Province,  to  the  end  that  such 
representations  may  be  made,  or  such  legislative 
measures  introduced  as  may  lead  to  the  redress  of 
such  grievances,  remove  the  danger,  or  allay  sucli 
alarm,  and  may  assure  to  His  Majesty's  subjects  in 
this  Province  that  protection  and  safety  which  they 
have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  labors  and  delibera- 
tions of  this  essential  branch  of  the  constitution  in 
which  alone  their  rights,  their  interests,  theif  wishes 
and  their  wants  are  represented. 
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''  ReHdlved,  That  in  tlic  discliarj^o  oC  these  Iiii- 
portaiit  (liitios  diiriii^!;  tlie  two  last  sessions  of  tin; 
iVoviiioial  Parliament,  and  during  the  present,  this 
House  lias  in(!urrcd  debts  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
£ir>,0(l()  currency,  in  procurin*:;  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  and  the  production  of  documents,  for  the 
Bcrvices  of  its  ministerial  olhcers,  clerks  and  messen- 
gers, and  for  printini^',  and  other  iiulispensable  and 
daily  expenses,  formimj;  the  continLL(;nt  expenses  of 
this  House,  that  the  sittin<i;s  of  this  ll(»use  cannot  be 
contimied  i'or  a  single  day  without  it-^  contracting 
new  debts  for  the  same  purposes  ;  and  that  this  cir- 
cumstance, a;i';>ravated  by  tlie  in)j)udi)nent  occasioned 
by  the  debts  it  has  already  contractcid,  renders  it 
impossi])le  for  this  House  to  njeet  its  future  contingent 
expenses,  and  proceed  to  the  despatch  of  business, 
so  lonp;  as  the  Executive  sliall  continue  to  refuse  it 
means  of  so  doin  4'. 

"  llesolved,  That  far  IVom  having  a  ri^ht  to  im- 
pede the  exercise  of  the  ri<i;hts  and  privileges  of  this 
House,  and  to  impede  its  proceedings,  the  Governor 
in  Chief  is  deputed  by  his  Sovereign,  is  invested  with 
great  powers,  and  receives  a  large  salary,  as  much 
for  defendiiig  the  rights  of  the  subject,  and  facilitat- 
ing the  exercise  of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  and 
of  all  constituted  bodies,  as  for  maintaining  tlie  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Ci-own  ;  and  that  to  pretend  to  control 
or  restrict  this  House  with  regard  to  its  contingent 
expenses,  which  are  the  unavoidable  result  of  its 
being  called  to  meet  in  Parli;;mcnt,  is  to  subject  it  to 
the  power  of  the  Executive.  ai?d  to  confine  its  pro- 
ceedings to  such  parts  of  tlie  public  business  as  it 
may  please  the  latter,  under  the  pretext  that  such 
and  such  proceedings  on  the  part  of  this  House  would 
occasion  too  great  an  expense. 

*' llesolved.  That  this  Hon;  e  having  by  its  address 
dated  on  the  2nd  of  the  present  month,  prayed  that 
His  Excellency  the   Oovern<n-   in  (-hief  would  advance 
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the  Hums  mrcssary  to  cna}»lo  it  to  pay  the 
due  hy  it,  and  to  defray  its  coutiiipMit  cx\\ 
dnrinii;  the  present  session,  His  Kxeelleney.  on  tlio 
5tli  of  the  present  month,  returned  the  following 
answer  to  the  messen^^ers  apj>«inted  })y  the  House:  — 

"  (ientlcmen^ — I  desire  that  you  will  inform  the 
*'  House  of  Assenihly  that  it  appears  to  me  that  a 
'*  full  and  uinjualified  eomplianee  with  tlio  j)rayer  of 
*' tlieir  address  for  tlie  issue  of  i!18,00(l  on  account 
'•of  their  eoiitin;j;ent  expenses,  involves  (juestions  of 
"  great  importance  in  a  constitutional  point  of  view, 
"and  imposes  a  weighty  resj)onsihility,  under  exist- 
"  ing  eircumstanec^s,  u])on  the  in(]ivid»ial  at  the  head 
'•  of  the  Executive  government  of  the  I'rovince. 

"  It  hecomcs  my  duty  therefore  to  take  the  subject 
"  of  this  address  into  my  most  serious  consideration, 
*'  and  deliberately  to  examine  it  in  all  its  bearings  ; 
''  this  I  will  do,  and  tlie  result  shall  be  communicated 
''  to  the  Assembly  by  message." 

"  llesolved,  That  when  His  Kxeelleney  called  to- 
gether tlie  Provincial  J^arliaujent  for  the  despatch  (»f 
business,  he  must  necessarily  have  expected  that 
such  an  advance  would  be  asked  for  during  the  first 
days  of  tlic  session,  and  have  been  prepared  to  give 
a  definitive  answer  on  the  subject ;  and  that  this  cir- 
cumstance condjined  with  the  declaration  made  ])v 
liini  on  IRth  January,  1834,  that  lie  was  firmly 
persuaded  that  his  refusal  was  in  j)erfect  accordance 
■svith  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  that  no  con- 
sideration of  cx})edieney  could  justify  him  in  de])art- 
ing  from  it,  leads  necessarily  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  evasive  answer  given  by  His  Kxeelleney  on  the 
5th  of  the  present  month,  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
repetition  of  his  refusal,  and  as  being  derpgatory  to 
the  honor  and  the  constitutional  rights  of  tliis  House; 
and  that  His  Excellency  lias  since  that  time,  under 
vain  pretext,  and  for  purposc^s  to  liiniself  known, 
delayed  giving  any  further  ex})liniation  with  ivgard 
to  the  prayer  of  the  said  address. 
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"  Resolved,  That  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
head  of  the  Executive  renders  it  impossible  for  this 
House  to  proceed  with  its  legislative  and  constitu- 
tional bui^incss ;  compels  it  to  suspend  a  number  of 
measures  of  the  highest  importance  brought  forward 
for  the  welfare  and  benefit  of  the  country :  prevents 
the  introduction  of  new  ones  ;  and  places  this  House 
with  respect  to  its  officers,  servants  and  tradesmen, 
and  others  to  whom  it  is  indebted,  in  a  position  de- 
rogatory to  its  dignity  and  honor. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  House  expecting  no  co- 
operation of  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature  in 
the  labor  of  a  session  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  country,  cannot  dispense  with  protest- 
ing, previously  to  the  suspension  of  such  labors 
which  it  has  beconuT  impossible  for  it  longer  to  con- 
tinue, against  an  act  of  the  Executive  government, 
by  which  the  letter  of  the  constitution  is  eluded  and 
its  spirit  violated ;  and  that  in  the  meanwhile  and 
until  the  people  of  the  Province  can  be  effectively 
protected  by  the  labors  of  the  Legislature  thereof, 
this  House  persists  in  demanding  the  impeachment 
of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  perseveres  in  the  allegations  and  in  the 
prayer  of  its  addresses  and  petitions  to  His  Majesty 
and  to  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  dated  the  first  March,  1834,  and  in  its 
resolutions  of  the  21st  February  of  the  same  year, 
on  which  the  s:iid  addresses  and  petitions  were 
founded. 

The  same  day  (.oth  March)  on  which  the  Gov- 
ernor sent  the  above  answer  to  the  application 
of  the  Assembly  for  funds,  he  also  sent  them  a  mes- 
sage stating,  in  reference  to  that  part  of  his  speech, 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  wherein  the  House  of 
Assembly  is  informed  that  previous  to  the  meeting 
of  Parliament  he  had  received  communications  from 
His  Majesty's  government  upon  the  subjects  of  vital  in- 
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terest to  tlie  weUiire  <»f  the  province,  lie  now  trans- 
mitted the  documents  alhided  to  for  tlie  information 
of  the  Assembly.  Of  these,  the  only  one  of  interest 
is  the  following  from  Mr.  Spring  Rice.  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  : — 

Downing  Street, 

29th  of  June,  1834.. 
My  Lord, 

'' When  called  upon  to  undertake  the  <luties  of  the 
Office  to  which  His  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  appoint  me,  Your  Lordship  will  readily 
believe  that  the  affairs  of  Lower  Canada  were  among 
the  very  first  subjects  to  which  my  attention  was 
necessarily  directed.  The  importance  of  that  most 
interesting  Colony,  the  earnest  anxiety  which  His 
Majesty  feels,  and  which  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
have  evinced  for  the  happiness  and  well-being  of  all 
classes  of  His  3Iajesty's  Canadian  subjects,  and  my 
earnest  desire  to  take  such  steps  in  the  discharge 
of  my  responsible  duties  as  are  best  calculated  to 
advance  the  real  and  substantial  interest  of  all  His 
Majesty's  colonial  possessions,  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient, under  ordinary  circumstances,  to  have  in- 
duced me  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  Province 
of  Lower  Canada  most  carefully.  But  I  regret  to 
think  that  the  transactions  which  have  taken  place 
in  Lower  Canada  within  the  last  years,  have  to  these 
motives  added  others  of  u  strong  but  of  less  satis- 
factory nature  ;  and  force  it  to  be  not  ordy  necessary, 
but  most  urgent,  to  form  a  decision,  and  to  commu- 
nicate that  decision  to  Your  Lordship. 

'^  You  are  doubtless  apprized  of  the  fact  that,  on 
the  15th  April,  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  appointed  "  to  enquire  and  report 
"  how  far  the  grievances  complained  of  on  the  part 
"  of  certain  inhabitants  of  Lower  Cauda,  have  been 
"  redressed,  and  how  far  the  reconnnendations  of  the 
'*  Committee    which  sat   thereon    in    1828,  have  been 
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'•  coinplicjd  witli  on  the  piirt  of  IILs  Majesty's  govern- 
'*  niciit ;  and  to  en(juire  into  the  matter  of  certain 
*' other  grievances  not  then  brought  under  the  con- 
*'  sideration  of  the  House."  This  Committee  was 
composed  of  all  the  members  of  the  former  Canada 
Committee  of  1828,  who  continue  to  have  seats  in 
the  House  of  Connnons ;  together  with  such  ad^f 
ditional  names  as  seemed  best  calcuhited  to  ensure 
the  fairest  and  the  most  attentive  consideration  of 
tlie  whole  subject,  and  to  pronounce  a  decision  that 
could  Hot  but  be  felt  as  authoritative  and  impartial. 

"  In  the  mean  while  my  })redecessor  had  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  '•  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  1st  and  2nd 
^'  Wm.  IV.  cap.  23,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  charges 
"  of  the  Civil  Government  in  Lower  Canada." 

"  The  Select  Committee  has  met,  and  has  continued 
its  enquiries  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  industry. 
The  most  in»portaut  <{uestions  to  be  examined  by 
them  have  been — on  what  principle  have  the  Govern- 
ment acted  in  the  affairs  of  Lower  Canada — and, 
have  the  Government  earnestly  and  sincerely  endea- 
voured to  CMrry  into  effect  the  recommendations  of 
the  Canada  Committee. 

"  Such  being  tlie  questions  to  be  examined,  it  was 
truly  stated  by  Mr.  Stanley,  that  the  Government,  of 
which  he  ibrmcd  part,  and  the  two  preceding  Se- 
cretaries of  State  were  put  on  their  trial,  and  were 
called  upon  to  defend  themselves  against  serious 
accusations  before  a  tribunal  of  the  most  un(juestion- 
able  intelligence,  impartiality  and  independence. 

"  In  order  to  give  the  Committee  a  full  opportunity 
of  forming  the  best  estimate  of  the  intentions  and 
of  the  acts  of  the  Government,  my  predecessor  felt 
it  his  duty  to  lay  before  them,  without  the  least 
reserve,  all  the  despatches  and  letters  addressed  to 
or  written  by  this  department,  and  which  bear  on 
the     points     under     discussion.     Not     only  have    no 
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objections  been  made  to  the  ju'od action  of  any  papcrn 
moved  for,  but  very  many  documents,  not  generally 
considered  as  public  and  official,  have  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Committee,  and  the  strictest  examin- 
ation and  scrutiny  into  their  contents  have  been 
frankly  invited.  In  like  manner  every  facility  has 
been  offered  foi  the  examination  of  any  witness  from 
whose  testimony  valuable  information  could  be  antici- 
pated, and  the  enfjuiry  has  been  prosecuted  with  the 
utmost  candor  and  good  I'aith. 

*'2Vlthough  the  Committee  have  not  yet  closed  their 
labors,  yet  as  it  is  of  cx'reme  im])ortance  that  Your 
Lordship  should  have  the  earliest  intimation  of  the 
course  of  proceedings  here,  and  of  the  intentions  of 
His  Majesty's  government,  in  reference  to  Lower 
Canada,  I  feel  myself  not  only  justilied,  but  bound  to 
state  what  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  may  be  the 
judgment  of  the  Committee. 

''  From  the  discussions  whicli  have  already  taken 
place,  I  feel  confident  that  an  opinion  will  be  express- 
ed that  there  has  existed  on  the  part  of  this  Office 
the   most  earnest   desire  to  carry    into   execution   the 

suggestions   of    tlie    former    Connnittec ; that     the 

endeavours  of  the  uovernnient  to  that  end,  have 
been  unremitting,  and  guided  by  a  desire  in  all 
cases  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Colony.; — and 
that  in  many  most  important  particulars,  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Canada  Committee  have  been  carried 
fully  into  effect, 

"  The  Conmiittec  will  probably  add  some  expres- 
sions of  regret,  that  these  measures  have  not  been  as 
yet  successful ;  but  that  heats  and  animosities  between 
tiie  two  branches  of  the  JjCgislature,  and  between  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  the  Government,  arising,  as 
may  bo  hoped,  from  misconceptions,  have  led  to  the 
present  state  of  things. 

''  I  cannot  but  think  that  a  judgment  so  conclusively 
in    favor    of    the    conduct    and     policy    of    the 
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Governnient,  acquiesced  in.  as  I  believe  it  h  likely 
to  be,  by  the  advocates  of  the  more  peculiar  views 
taken  by  the  iiiajority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  must 
produce  a  most  favorable  impression  on  the  public  mind 
in  Canada. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty 
to  consult  my  colleagues  in  respect  to  the  Suspension 
Bill  of  which  notice  was  given,  but  which  bill  has 
not  as  yet  been  introduced  into  the  House.  To  a 
measure  of  that  description  it  is  perfectly  true  that 
the  Imperial  Legislature  may  yet,  however  reluct- 
antly, be  driven ;  but  as  it  imolves  a  departure, 
though  not  from  the  agreement  intended  to  be  made, 
yet  from  the  ag.  cement  concluded  by  the  strict  con- 
struction of  the  1st  and  2d  Wm.  IV.,  I  am  most 
unwilling  that  such  a  step  should  be  taken  till  all 
the  mean.s  of  amicable  arrangement  have  been  ex- 
hausted. In  this  opinion  the  confidential  advisers  of 
His  Majesty  concur,  and  it  therefore  becomes  my 
duty  to  inform  Your  Lordship,  that  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion, during  the  present  session,  to  proceed  with  the  bill 
of  which  notice  has  been  given. 

"  I  do  not  by  this  statement  mean  to  preclude  myself 
from  the  power  of  considering  hereafter,  either  that 
bill  or  some  measure  of  the  same  character,  should 
events  render  such  a  course  inevitable.  But  I  sin- 
cerely trust  that  such  a  contingency  may  not  arise, 
as  I  cannot  abandon  the  hon^s  that  this  question  may 
yet  be  satisfactorily  arranged,  and  that  the  necessity 
for  any  such  measure  may  be  averted. 

"  Acct^^pting  the  Seals  of  the  Colonial  Department 
as  I  have  done  in  the  midst  of  the  discussion  of  this 
and  other  most  difficult  questions,  and  at  a  period 
when  the  introduction  of  the  projected  Suspension 
Bill  lias  not  as  yet  been  sanctioned  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  this  too  at  a  time  when  the  session 
is  approaching  to  its  termination,  I  must  confess  that 
I  felt  a  repugnance  to  taking  a  step  in  justification 
of  which    I   could   scarcely   plead  the  authority  and 
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responsibility  of  my  pretlecet^sor,  and  respecting; 
which  I  had  not  the  opportunity  or  means  of  ibrnnng 
a  deliberate  judgment  of  my  own.  I  am  also  most 
unwilling  to  assume  tliat  the  new  House  of  Assembly, 
which  is  about  to  be  assembled  after  the  next  elec- 
tions, will  be  indisposed  to  listen  to  the  just  claims 
of  a  government  which  has,  and  can  have  no  object 
more  at  heart  than  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests 
of  JLower  Canada  and  the  protec'ion  of  the  loyal  in- 
habitants of  that  Province  of  all  clasaes,  in  the  peaceful 
enjoyment  of  their  political  and  personal  rights. 

"  To  these  objects  I  shall  earnestly  and  most  serious- 
ly apply  myself  with  every  dispo,siti(»n  to  advise  and 
to  sanction  all  such  measures  as  may  proniote  the  pro- 
gress and  improvement  of  industry,  of  commercial  wealth 
and  of  civil  concord  among  His  Majesty's  faithful 
Canadian  people. 

"  I  am  aware  that  this  determination  will  render  it 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  sums  due  to  persons 
administering  civil  functions  in  the  Province.  In 
the  mean  while  I  can  with  truth  assure  Your  Lord- 
ship that  the  pressure  to  which  individuals  may  be 
subject-  is  one  of  the  considerations  which  renders 
the  course  I  have  taken  one  extremely  distressing 
and  painful  to  myself,  and  one  which  1  should  feel 
reluctant  at  adopting,  were  it  not  for  the  paramount 
interests  which  are  at  stake,  and  the  important  princi- 
ples which  might  be  involved  in  any  different  deter- 
mination. 

"  Considering  it  to  be  essential  to  the  success  of  the 
effort  which  I  am  about  to  make,  that  all  topics 
which  may  increase  asperity  or  produce  further 
estrangement  may  be  avoided,  I  call  Your  Lordship's 
attention  to  the  principle  on  which  the  k^elect  Com- 
mittee is  disposed  to  act ;  namely,  to  exculpate  i'ully 
the  Government,  which  the  evidence  before  them 
justifies  them  in  doing ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  to 
avoid  the  crimination  of'  other  parties.     As  far  as  is 
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practicable,  I  should  be  linposed  to  look  forward  for 
the  purposes  of  reconciliation  and  peace,  rather  than 
look  back  on  events  v*h'ch  are  past,  except  where 
such  retrospect  is  actually  indispensable  for  our 
guidance  and  our  instruction.  It  is  beyond  all  mea- 
sure important  that  individuals  who  may  heretofore 
have  made  stron^i;  declarations  on  the  subjects  in 
dispute,  should  not  be  chaiiCvl  up  to  their  expressed 
opinions;  but  that  all  parties  should  be  allowed  and 
encouraged  to  resume  these  discussions  in  that  temper 
of  cahnncss  and  moderation  which  may  lead  to  a 
just  and  a  satisfactory  result.  Confidinpf  in  Your 
Lordship's  discretion  in  acting  on  the  spirit  of  this 
communication, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
My  Lord, 

Y'our  Lordship's 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 
(Signed,)  T.  8PIIING  RICE. 

The  Governor,  on  the  Oth  of  March,  sent  down  a 
message,  witli  a  statement  of  the  salaries  rcmtiining 
unpaid  of  the  several  items  of  expenditure  of  the 
civil  government  for  the  year  1834,  expressing  his 
reliance  on  the  liberality  of  the  Assembly  for  the 
necessary  supplies  for  those  services.  He  transmitted, 
at  the  same  time,  the  accounts  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  the  preceding  year.  He  sent  down, 
on  the  following-  dav,  the  estimates  for  the  current 
year,  made  up,  he  observed,  on  the  same  principle 
as  the  two  last  years,  adding  that  he  confidently  re- 
lied upon  the  liberal  it}'  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to, 
provide  the  necessary  supplies.  The  sum  called  for 
was  jG57,618  sterling.  The  gross  revenue  of  the 
year  was  £167,180,  leaving,  after  deducting  the  ex- 
penses of  collection,  and  £4-1,818  the  proportion  due 
Upper  Canada,  the  net  amount  of  j£  112,028  to  Lower 
Canada,  a  sum  short  by  upwards  of  £52,000  of  that 
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of  the  previous  year.  The>e  '•oinmunicationh  were 
totiilly  disreuMrded  ))y  tlie  Assembly,  being  neitlior  re- 
ferred Ti(»r  tnkeii  up  in  :niy  way. 

His  Excelleney  sent  down  at  tlie  same  time,  tliougli 
somewhat  '.»te,  having,  as  ])reviousJy  stated,  been 
eensured  by  vote  of  tlie  Assembly  on  the  subject,  his 
promised  answer  to  their  application  to  him  lor  .CIS, 000, 
to  cover  their  contingent  expenses. 

"  AVith  reference  to  the  address  of  the  House  of 
Assenddy,  presented  to  the  (lovernor  in  Chief  on 
the  5th  instant,  praying  for  the  issue  oi'  his  warrant 
for  eighteen  thousand  pounds  currency,  to  pay  oft' 
the  arrears  due.  and  towards  defrayimr  the  contini^ent 
expenses  of  the  House  ibr  the  ]»r{'sent  session,  and 
to  his  answer,  the  (Governor  in  Chief  now  communi- 
cated to  the  Assembly  the  result  of  his  serious  consii.'er- 
ation,  and  deliberate  examination  of  the  subject  of  their 
address. 

"  The  Governor  in  Chief  desires  in  the  fli'st  place  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  the  answer 
returned  by  him  on  the  18th  of  danuary  1834,  to  a 
similar  address  of  the  late  House  (»f  Assembly, 
wherein  th(;  Assembly  is  informed  that  for  the  reasons 
yt'ited  in  that  answer,  he  declines  incurring  any 
further  responsibility  by  an  advance  on  account  of 
their  contingent  expenses,  until  relieved  by  legis- 
lative enactment  from  the  responsibility  already  in- 
curred by  him  on  account  of  advances  amounting 
to  nearly  eight  thousand  pounds,  made  from  the 
public  funds  of  the  province  for  defraying  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  House. 

*'  It  does  not  appear  that  any  measure  was  adopted 
by  the  House  to  relieve  the  Governor  in  Chief  from 
the  responsibility  above  mentioned,  although  the 
Provincial  Parliament  renuiined  in  session  during  a 
period  of  two  months  after  the  communication  of  his 
answer. 

"  Neither  'does  it    appear    that    any    step  lias  been 
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taken  by  the  present  House  of  Assembly  towards 
relieving  the  Governor  in  Ciiief  from  that  responsi- 
bility. 

"  It  is  under  these  circmnstniices  that  the  Assembly 
now  comes  forward  with  an  application  for  a  further 
advance  to  the  extent  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds, 
which,  if  CO  plie<^  vith  to  its  full  amount,  would 
render  the  Gov.  tn-  •  in  Cliief  responsible  altogether  for 
the  sum  of  nearly  i'v<».  y-six  thousand  pounds. 

"Although  iuily  st  ■  'blc  of  the  consequences  to 
himself  individuUy,  whiel.  a  compliance  with  the 
application  of  the  Assembly  exposes  him  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  the  Governor  in 
Chief  can  truly  assert,  that  in  deliberately  examining 
the  subject  of  the  address  of  the  Assembly  in  all  its 
bearings,  liis  attention  has  been  chiefly  directed  to 
the  consequences  to  the  vights  and  interests  of  the 
people  of  this  Province,  which  m;iy  result  from  his 
decision. 

"  In  a  statement  of  the  contingent  accounts  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
December  last,  certain  items  of  charge  are  introduced, 
which  the  Governor  in  Chief  apprehends  cannot, 
strictly  speaking,  be  classed  under  the  head  of  con- 
tingencies, as  being  for  the  payment  of  salaries  and 
allowances  of  individuals  appointed  to  office  upon 
the  single  authority  of  the  Assembly.  The  items  of 
charge  here  alluded  to  arc  those  for  the  allowances 
of  the  Honorable  D.  B.  Viger,  as  agent  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  in  England  ;  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
salary  of  the  librarian  appointed  to  that  office  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

"  The  Governor  in  Chief  takes  for  granted  that  the 
above  mentioned  charges  are  included  in  the  sum  of 
eighteen  thousand  pounds  now  applied  for  by  the 
Assembly. 

"With  regard  to  the  first  mentioned  charge,  namely, 
that   which   relates  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  Vijier  the 
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AssciilMy  is  possibly  not  aware,  tliat  in  the  t^cssion 
Of  13!i'>,  the  Legislative  (\)uncil  in  a  petition  to  the 
King,  assorted  that  "  Mr.  Vigor  had  coniniitted  a 
"gross  breach  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  IjC- 
"gislatiye  Council,  by  receiving  a  large  annual  salary 
"  from  the  Assen\])ly,  knowing  the  same  to  be  with- 
''  out  the  sanction  (jf  the  law,  paid  to  him  out  of 
"  the  public  money  advanced  iipon  the  s-inglo  vote 
"of  that  House  for  defraying  its  ordinary  contingent 
"  expenses." 

"Moreover,  upon  the  Journals  of  the  l«  "Uf  of 
Assembly  of  the  session  of  1834,  a  letter  i'  vx\  od 
from  Mr.  Hay,  (IJnder  ^■ecretary  of  8t;  '  ■  i^»*  the 
Colonial  Department,)  dated  I5th  May,  IL'^j,  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Vigor,  in  which  that  g'  Uleman  is 
informed,  that  "  His  Majesty's  Secretary  v  -aatc  for 
"  the  Colonial  Department  would  deem  the  admis- 
"  sion  of  a  permanent  agent  by  one  branch  of  the 
"  Legislature  of  a  colony,  as  aii  innovation  upon 
"  ordinary  practice,  inconvenient  in  its  operation,  and 
"  dangerous  as  a  precedent." 

''  And  in  a  subsequent  letter,  Mr.  Viger  is  again 
informed,  that  Mr.  Hay  "  has  been  desired  to  repeat 
'•  that  the  Secretary  of  State  cannot  consent  to  receive 
'him,  (Mr.   Viger,)  in  an  official  capacity." 

"It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  the  Governor  in 
Chief  by  issuing  his  warrant  for  the  payment  of  any 
sum  in  which  the  allowances  of  Mr.  Viger  as  agent 
of  the  Assembly  in  England,  should  be  included, 
would  not  only  constitute  himself  a  party  to  an  act 
which  the  Legislative  Council  declares  to  be  "  a  gross 
"  violation  of  their  constitutional  rights ;"  but  would 
also  in  so  doing  give  the  sanction  of  the  King's 
authority  in  the  Province,  to  an  appointment  dis- 
tinctly repudiated  by  His  Majesty's  government  at 
home. 

"  The  other  appointment  above  adverted  to,  tliat 
of  librarian   to   the  House  of  A?scnjbly,    with  a  fixed 
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H:il:iry  alticliod  lo  it,  upon  tlio  single  .nUlioritv  of 
the  Assembly,  appoirs  lo  tlic  Governor  in  Clnet'  to 
be  one  wliieh  c  mnot  bo  recoirnizcd  by  tlie  Exe- 
cutive (rovernnient,  without  establisliinji;  a  precedent 
pre;;nant  with  very  serious  consequences  to  tlic  con- 
Htitution  il  rights  of  tlie  other  brandies  of  tlie  Jjegis- 
lature, 

"  Very  sincerely  reL-rcttinji'  tlie  enibirrassnient  in 
the  prosecution  of  its  labors  Avhich  Ihe  actual  state 
of  tlie  ((uestion  relating  to  the  continjA'ent  expenses 
of  the  Assembly  has  produced,  and  no  less  anxious 
to  contribute  to  the  removal  of  these  cmbarrassineiits 
than  to  prevent,  if  ])ossible,  a  recurrence  of  them  in 
future,  the  Governor  in  Chief  lunv  recommends  to 
tbe  House,  of  Assembly  to  adopt  some  measure  for 
relievin!>;  him,  by  legislative  en;iclment,  from  the 
responsibility  incurred  by  him,  amounting  to  nearly 
eight  thousand  pounds,  as  stated  in  his  message  to 
the  Assembly  of  the  ]8th  of  January  1834;  and 
also  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  incurred  by  the 
Assembly,  after  (kducting  the  charges  on  account  of 
Mr.  Viger's  allowances,  whose  appointment  has  not 
•  been  recounized  by  His  Majesty's  government,  and 
has  been  solemnly  ])rotested  against  by  the  Jiegisla- 
tive  Oouncil,  and  deducting  also  the  salary  of  the 
lihrarian. 

"  Tlie  Governor  in  Chief,  whose  views  in  relation 
to  the  present  application  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
are  precisely  tht  same  as  those  communicated  by 
him  on  the  "iSth  January,  1834,  to  the  last  House  of 
Assembly  on  a  similar  occasion,  now  desires  the  As- 
sembly to  be  assured  that  upon  being  relieved  from 
the  responsibility  which  in  the  last  session  did  attach, 
and  which  does  still  continue  to  attach  to  him,  on 
account  of  his  former  advances  for  defraying  their 
continuent  expenses,  he  will  be  prepared  to  take 
into  his  immediate  consideration  the  expediency  ol' 
autliorizinir   a  further    advance   to   meet    the   current 
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oxpeihscH  lit' the  AhmmuLIv,  iluviiiu  the  present  ^•e^<^^^>ll. 
And  witli  the  views  of  avoidini;  further  difliculties 
hereafter,  tlio  Governor  in  Chief  recon. mends  to  the 
HoufJO  of  Assembly  to  take  into  its  eonsideratioii 
the  expedieney  of  directing;  the  proper  otVieer  to 
fnrnish  the  Inspector  Oener:d  of  Acconnts  previous  to 
the  eommcne(^ment  of  tlic  usual  annual  session  of 
the  Provincial  Parliament,  with  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  various  items  of  the  estiiuate  for  tlie  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Asseml)ly,  which  liithevto  has 
been  stated  merely  in  b!ock. 

'^  Accordinji;  to  the  practice  which  lias  until  now 
obtained  in  regard  to  the  estimates  of  tlie  three 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  it  ai)pears  that  although 
the  Legislative  Council  and  the  Ifousc  of  Assembly 
exercise  a  strict  and  vigilant  control  over  tlio  ex- 
penditure of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  licgislature, 
and  re(|uire  detailed  statements  of  every  item  of  its 
expenses,  the  Executive  government  and  the  House 
of  Assembly  exercise  no  control  over  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Legislative  Council ;  neither  do  the 
Executive  government  and  the  Legislative  Council 
exercise  any  control  over  the  expenditure  of  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

"  In  this  particular  instance,  therefore,  the  prin- 
ciple of  checks  and  balances  which  constitutes  one 
of  the  most  admirable  features  of  the  British  Conf^ti- 
tution,  the  model  upon  which  the  Constitution  of 
Lower  Canada  was  constru.cted,  is  altogether  lost 
sight  of. 

The  Assembly  having,  for  several  days  successively, 
adjourned  for  want  of  a  quorum,  and  it  being  obvious 
that  no  further  business  would  be  attended  to,  the 
Governor  prorogued  the  Legislature  on  the  18th  of 
Marcli,  sanctioning  but  one  bill  on  the  occasion,  the 
only  act  passed  during  the  session. 
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"  Gcntlrmn}  nf  the  Lrgidutlvc  Council. 
''  Gentloncn  of  the  House  nf  AssemUj, 

"  It  nppcars  by  tlic  custoinary  ofli(!i;il  reports 
transmitted  to  iiio  daily  by  tlie  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  A8Hcin})ly,  that  for  Komo  days  pant  the  attendance 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  constitute  a 
quorum,  has  been  wanting  to  enable  the  Assembly 
to  proceed  to  business ;  and  as  it  may  be  inferred 
from  some  recent  procecdinirs  of  the  Asscnd)ly  that 
no  further  business  will  be  iransacted  in  that  branch 
of  the  J*rovincial  Parliament,  I  c;ui  no  longer  feel 
justified,  notwithstanding  my  great  anxiety  to  prolong 
the  present  session,  in  detaining  from  their  homes 
and  usual  occupations,  those  members  of  the  two 
Houses  of  the  Provincial  Parliament  who  may  be 
disposed  to  preserve  in  the  performance  of  their 
legislative  duties. 

''  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Asseuihlj/, 

''  I  have  upon  tliis  occasion  only  to  express  my 
regret,  that  the  present  session  should  have  failed  in 
producing  tliose  measures  of  relief  in  relation  to  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  Province,  which  are  so 
urgently  required  under  existing  circumstance. 

"  It  would  have  afforded  me  much  gratification, 
had  I  been  enabled  to  report  to  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment that  the  responsibility  so  generously  incurred, 
with  the  view  of  relieving  in  some  measure  the  urgent 
wants  of  tlic  public  service,  had  ceased  to  exist 
by  the  re-paymcnt  from  out  of  the  public  funds  of 
the  Province,  of  the  advance  ecjual  to  Thirty-one 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
instructions  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonial  Department,    "rom  the  military  chest. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Kssemhly, 

"  I  informed  you  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
Session  that  I  was    then  in    possession    of  important 
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connminications,  aiul  that  I  cxjKuteJ  t)  rcji^vc 
otliorrf  I'rom  Ills  Mjijtisty'H  govt I'iuikmiL,  ujioii  Hubjucts 
of*  vital  iini)ortan(!c  to  tlio  interests  of  tlio  Province. 
The  coniuiuiiicijtlons  wliicli  uere  adverted  to  on  tlia 
oeeasion,  a.s  li.iviiii;  In-en  received,  have  been  .since 
l.iid  bel'ore  you  ;  but  I  have  not  yet  received  tlio^e 
which  I  then  iuibrnied  you  I  ex[)ected  to  receive, 
and  wliich  1  iiavc  reason  to  believe  must  now  be  near 
ut  hand.  That  tlie  expected  despatches  ^vill  po.sse.ss 
an  extraordinary  decree  ot*  ini}»ortance  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  J'roviiiv.  ,  and  will  re(|U.'re  that  eoni- 
nmnications  sliould  take  place  in  relation  to  their 
contents,  between  the  head  of  the  Kxc^cutive  govern- 
ment, and  the  two  Houses  of  the  I'rovincial  j*arlia- 
mcnt,  can  liardly  admit  of  a  doubt  being  eutertiined, 
when  it  is  considered  that  tlie  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  whom  were  referred  in  the 
last  session  of  the  Imperial  1  Parliament,  certain  matters 
relating  to  the  affairs  of  this  Province,  including  tlie 
Petition  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  the  1st 
March  ISSl*,  recommended  with  reference  to  the  un- 
happy differences  existing  between  tlu^  two  branches 
of  the  Colonial  LcgLslature,  as  well  as  between 
the  House  of  Assembly  and  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, that  the  practical  measures  lor  the  future 
administration  of  Lower  Canada  should  be  left  to 
the  mature  consideration  of  the  Government  respon- 
sible for  their  adoption  and  execution. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  the  premature  ter- 
mination of  the  .session,  which  is  now  unavoidable, 
is  an  eve,  t  deeply  to  be  regretted. 

The  commitment  of  Mr.  Jessopp,  Collector  of  the 
Customs  at  Quebec,  to  prison,  for  an  alleged  contempt 
of  the  Assembly,  deserves  notice.  It  was  ordered, 
on  the  second  or  third  day  alter  the  opening  of  the 
session,  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  "  that  the  Col- 
lector of  the  Customs  for  the  Port  of  Quebec,  do  lay 
before  this  House,  a  return  ol'  all  vessels  that  eniered 
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at  said  ])ort  with  passoii-ors  during-  the  year  1834', 
statins^  the  i\ainc  of  each  vessel,  and  of  the  master, 
her  tonnage,  the  port  from  wliieh  i^ho  sailed,  the 
number  of  persons  taken  on  board,  and  tlie  number 
landed,  exclusive  of  the  crew.' 

In  answer  to  this,  the  Collector  addressed  a  note 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  expressiniz;  his  regret 
that  he  did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  fnrnish  the 
return  called  for,  unless  under  the  order  of  the 
Governor  in  Chief;  whereupon  it  was  immediately 
voted,  ''  that  the  refusal  contained  in  the  said  letter 
is  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House."  Mr. 
Jessopp  was  taken  into  custody  of  the  >'ergeant  at 
Arms, — sued  by  order  of  the  Assembly, — cast  into 
prison,  where  he  remaisied  until  relived  by  the  pro- 
rogation. 

In  the  bill  passed  by  the  Assembly,  appointing  John 
Arthur  Roebuck,  Esquire,  Agent  in  England  for  the 
Province,  a  salary  was  provided  of  i^GOO  sterling, 
with  an  allowance  of  £800  more  for  contingencies. 
The  bill  was  lost  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

"1.  llesolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  in  the  event  of  the  bill  passed  by  this 
House,  yesterday,  appointing  John  Arthur  Roebuck, 
Esquire,  Agent  for  this  Province,  not  becoming  a 
law;  the  said  John  Arthur  Roebuck,  Esquire,  be 
requested  as  Agent  of  this  House,  to  represent  to 
His  jMajesty's  government  the  interests  and  senti- 
ments of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  in  case  the  said  bill  should  not  be- 
come law,  it  is  right  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House 
should  pay  to  the  said  John  Arthur  Roebuck.  Es(piire, 
or  to  his  order,  out  of  tlie  monies  appropriated  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  this  House,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  six  hamdred  pounds  sterling,  to  indemnify 
hitn  for  nis  care  and  services  in   his  said  quality  of 
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Agent;  ami  that  tlic  s'iid  Clerk  be  in  like  in.'iiiner 
authorized  to  advance  to  the  said  John  Arthur  R<)el)iiek 
Esquire,  a  suni  not  cxceedinii;  five  liundred  pounds 
steriino;,  to  uicet  his  disbursements  and  cintingent 
expenses  in  his  said  (juality,  of  which  said  flisliurscnients 
and  expe!iscs  an  account  shall  be  reiidered  to  this  ilou-e 
every  six  months. 

While  the  Assembly  were  working  for  a  reforni,  not 
to  say  revolution,  in  tlic  constitution  and  govcrnuient. 
assisted  bv  the  entire  mass  of  the  French  (aiiadian 
population,  co-operating  with  tlieni,  the  Constitutional 
Associations  of  Quebec  and  Montreal  were  equally 
active  in  preparii  g  lor  the  crisis,  linmch  a>socia- 
tions  were  formed  in  all  <juarters  wliere  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Britisli  and  Irish  birth  or  origin  amounted  to 
any  considerable  number.  ]lesolutions,  explanatory 
of  the  reviews  on  the  state  of  the  Province  and  public 
matters,  were  adopted,  and  ciiculars  in  conformity 
with  them  drawn  up  and  transmitted  to  pu})lic  men 
and  bodies  through  the  1^-ovince.  without  distinction 
of  party,  and  in  the  neigldjoring  J*rovinceS;,  as  well  as 
in  Britain  and  Ireland. '^^ 

I'etitions  also*  to  the  Kimi;  and  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament  were  agreed  upon,  and  Mr.  Neilson 
was  named  f'or  the  bearer  thereof  to  Enghuid,  at  a 
general  meeting  of  tlie  association  of  Quebec,  held  in 
that  city  shortly  after  the  prorogation  of  the  session. 
Mr.  Walker,  a  barrister  at  Montreal,  wa^  de[»uted  by 
the  association  of  that  city  on  the  like  mission,  'i'hese 
gentlemen  })rocecded  in  April,  via  New  York,  for 
England. 

It  has  pieviously  been  mentioned  th:it  it  had  Iscen 
made  a  matter  of  deliberation,  on  the  approach  of 
the  new  year,  by  the  (V)rporation  or  City  Council  of 
Quebec,  whether  the  mayor  and  mendjers  of  it  should, 
ou  nev.'-years   day,  wait  on  the  (iovernor   to  pay  hiu) 

*  Those  circulars,  contiiininj^  luach  valuable  stiti.stical  iii- 
formutioU;  arc  placed  in  the  ai'peiulix.     Hee  Letter  (1. 
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their  respects,  and  t!i;it  it  had  been  resolved  in  the 
negative.  The  City  Couneil  having  been  partially 
rcforuied  in  the  nionlh  of  March  by  the  re-election 
of  some  new  councirors,  and  Mr.  Uaron,  tlie  former 
Mayor,  re-elected,  it  was  proposed,  that  the  City 
Couneil  should  novf  go  en  corps  to  present  their  re- 
spects- to  the  Governor.  His  Excellency  very  pro- 
perly deelined  tlie  intended  visit,  whici),  consistcntedly 
with  his  position  and  self  respect,  he  could  not  permit 
until  the  previous  proceeding  of  the  council  were 
explained.  The  following  are  the  proceedings  in 
the  City  Council  as  noticed  in  the  Journ-ds  of  the 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Glackemeyer,  seconded  by  Mr. 
riunte,  Mr.  Caron  was  chosen  Mayor  for  Quebec,  for 
the  second  time,  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Glackemeyer,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Fraser, 
moved,  that  tlie  Town  Council  go  en  cjrps  to  the  Castle 
of  St.  Lewis,  toprci^ent  their  respects  to  His  Kxcellency 
the  Governor  in  Chief. 

Mr.  Glackemeyer,  in  support  of  his  motion,  said 
that  lie  had  made  a  similar  motion  at  the  close  of 
December  last ;  but  that  it  had  unfortunately  been 
rejected.  He  would  not  detail  all  the  inconveniences 
which  had  resulted,  as  the  real  friends  of  the  Coun- 
cil, who  took  an  active  share  in  its  business,  had  not 
failed  to  convince  themselves  of  it,  and  to  remark 
that,  since  that  period,  all  our  applieations  to  the 
constituted  authorities  had  met  with  difficulties. 
Every  sne,  he  thought,  ought  to  wish  these  difficul- 
ties to  disappear,  and  to  witness  harmony  between 
the  Executive  and  the  Council.  lie  could  not  see 
a  more  fitting  occasion  to  secure  this  than  the  pvo- 
sent,  at  the  moment  the  Council  was  renewed,  ^he 
Couneil  was  u'^w  and  we  had  a  new  mayor,  and  he  anti- 
cipated no  objection  to  his  motion. 

Mr.  Mondor  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  such  a 
motion,    and    Mr.    Kobitaille  remarked   that   it   might 
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bo  well  to  ascertain  wliotlier   His  Excellency  woulJ   re- 
ceive tlic  Council,  before  rcsolvin^ij^  to  jLiCo  to  liiin. 
TliG  motion  w.is  ngreed  to  uniiiiiniou^ly. 

'•  Town  Cuun<'il, 

Tue.-^diiy,  7tli  April,  18Ij5. 

•'  The  foUowinir  ^nswiT  to  the  aJdiess  of  tlie 
Council,  rc(juc.-tin--  to  be  informed  i,t  whr.t,  time  liis 
Eye.ilcncy  would  be  pleaded- lo  receive  tlicm,  was  road, 
ana  appe.ired  to  cause  no  sliglit  degree  of  astonisbmcnt 
to  several  of  the  counclllorr  :  - 


"  8nt, 


"  Cat^tle  of  St.  Lewis,,  Qiijbee,  4th  April,  1835. 

--Having  submitted  to  the  (jlovernor  in 
Chief  your  letter  of  this  date,  ac([uainting  me,  lor 
His  Excellency's  information,  that  the  Common 
Council,  at  their  sitting  of  last  evening,  had  resolved 
to  wait  upon  and  pay  tiieir  respects  to  His  Excel- 
lency, and  requesting  to  be  informed  at  what  time  it 
may  be  his  i')le,asui"e  to  receive  the  Mayor  and  mem- 
bers of  the  said  Common  Council,  I  have  been  di- 
roctcd  by  His  r^xcellency  to  testify  to  you  in  answer, 
for  the  information  of  the  mayor  and  Common 
Council,  that  he  is  at  all  times  extremely  desirous  of 
cultivating  a  good  understanding  with  the  Mayor 
aud  Common  Council  of  Quebec,  and  duly  appreci- 
ates the  compliment  intended  by  their. rcsH)lve  of  last 
Certain   rumours,    however,   have    come    to 


cveninn;. 


the  knowledge  of  His  J'Lxcelleiiey,  respecting  which, 
explanation  on  the  part  of  the  Mayor  and  Common 
Council  is  necessary,  before  he  can  decide  on  the 
propriety  of  receiving  tlieir  intended  visit.  U  lias 
been  stated  and  generally  believed,  that  upon  a  re- 
cent occasion  a  (juostion  was  agitated  in  the  Com- 
mon Council  whether  they  should  pay  the  Governor  in 
Chief  the  co.i.plinient  of  waiting  upon  him  to  ])ay  him 
their  rcsnects. 
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''  Thcit  the  perfonnanco  of  nn  act  of  courtesy  and 
respect  towards  tlio  llcprosontativc  of  their  k^ovcrciLrn 
should  be  made  a  subject  of  debate  in  tlic  Common 
Council,  docs  indeed  appear  Acry  extraordinary  to 
His  Kxcelleney,  and  still  more  extraordinary  that  a 
negative  decision  should  have  been  the  result  of  that 
proposition.  The  (rovernor  in  Chief  is  accordiufily 
disposed  to  believe  tliat  he  must  liavc  been  misin- 
formed on  the  subject,  and  the  more  so  because  the 
desire  now  expressed  by  the  Common  Conncil  is  al- 
together at  variance  with  the  proi-eedings  altove  alluded 
to. 

''  The  Governor  in  Chit'f,  therefore,  entertains  the 
most  confident  expecuition  that  the  Common  Coun- 
cil will  have  it  in  their  power  to  afford  such  an  ex- 
planation of  it  as  shall  entible  him,  without  pi-ejudico 
to  the  dignity  of  his  official  station,  to  receive  tlieir  pro- 
posed visit. 

"  1  liave  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  hum})le  servant. 
(Signed,)  H.  CKATC 

Civil  Secretary. 

A  de])ate  took  place  on  ihe  -!b  March,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  pre-oiitne  nt  by  Mr.  l\oe- 
buck  of  a  petition  said  to  be  i'r-nv,  divers  members  of 
the  Assembly  and  Legislative  Council  of  .k.'>wer  Cana- 
da complaitiing  of  griovancos,  (those  probably  urged  by 
the  92  resolutieus)  in  the  course  wb.ereof  it  appeared 
that  the  Government  had  already  determined  upon 
tlie  appointujeilt  of  a  (,N)mmission  to  proceed  to  Cana- 
da and  investigate  the  grievances,  it  being  also  stated 
at  the  same  time,  by  Sir  Ivobert  Peel,  (the  Premier.) 
that  the  Governor  in  ^Miief  had,  six  weeks  previously, 
h^.ev.  notified  Ity  a  despatch  of  tlie  intention  oi'  the 
Go>ei'nnioet.  Another  warm  debate  occurred  in  the 
H<mse  of  Ccnnmons  a  few  d.iys  after  the  above,  on  pre- 
sontnicnl  by  A[r.  I),  3i.  Stewart,  of  the  petitioi!  of  the 
C-.'Sistiuuionalists  of  Montreal. 
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A  proclanitiliou  jipper.rod  in  tlic  Quebec  (xazettc 
of  the  16th  A])ril,  eoiivokinii;  tlic  ]*rovijicial  Parlia- 
mcnt,  for  tlio  despatch  of  business,  on  the  iJOtli  May 
followinix.  So  early  a  convocation,  after  the  hite 
proroLjation,  sur])ri,sed  tlie  pnbHc.  The  mystery, 
however,  was  solved  by  an  extra  of  tlie  Quebec 
Mercury  of  the  IStli  .Vpril,  in  wliich  appeared  a 
despatcl),  jtrobably  that  alhivied  to  by  .Sir  llobert  Peel 
in  liis  pl.ce  in  parliament. 

DoWNiNc;  Stuekt, 

.  lltli  February,  1S;>5. 

•'  My  ]i0rd. — In  conformity  with  tlie  }»ledjj;e  given 
in  my  desj^'ttcli  of  the  Stii  of  January,  1  can  assure 
Y^our  Lordship  that  His  3Iiijcsty"s  «rovernment  have 
not  ceased  to  direct  their  anxious  attention  to  tlic 
discovery  of  those  means  which  ap})iMred  to  olfer 
the  most  reasonu)>lc  prospect  (»f  Irriniiijijj:  to  a  happy 
termination  the  cxistinu'  diflerojces  between  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  J-iower  Canada  and  the  Exe- 
cutive government  of  tlie  Province.  This  en(|uiry 
has  been  undertaken  with  ;  deep  sense  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  object  to  be  attained  and  has  been 
prosecuted  with  the  most  zealous  and  earnest  endea- 
vors to  arrive  at  a  favorable  re.-^ult  :  but  I  cannot 
disguise  from  Your  ]jordshii>  that  throuuhc  tiic 
investi<i;ation  I  have  ibund  mvself  surroundv.  »v  no 
common  difficulties. 

•'  Your  Lordship  will  recolK-ct  that  in  the  y<'ar  1828 
a  Con)mittee  of  the  House  oi'  i'ommons.  was  ap- 
pointed for  tlie  purpose  of  cncjuirinir  intc  he  state 
of  the  civil  uovernment  of  Canada  whit  ,i,  after  a 
laborious  and  protracted  examination,  embodied  in 
their  report  various  sn_i:ger^tions  calculated  in  their 
o})inion  for  the  im})rovement  of  the  administration 
of  the  ]*rovince. 

"  This  report  was  declared  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly of  JiOAver  Canada  to  be  •'  an  imp*  rlshable 
monument   ol'  the    justice    and    profound    wisdoui    of 
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tlio  Conunittco,''  aiid  to  point  out  the  certain  mode 
of  removing  all  the  e'sils  of  which  the  people  ol' 
Canada  liad  complained.  On  a  future  occaHion  1 
may  endeavour  to  .show,  and  I  hope  incontrovertibly, 
the  manner  in  which  the  recommendaticms  of  tlie 
Committee  have  been  carried  into  full  effect.  At 
present  I  will  only  observe  that  iiotwithstandin<!;  the 
«>-eneral  enthusiasm  with  which  the  appearance  of 
the  report  was  hailed  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
a  spirit  of  discontent  from  whatever  cause  arising, 
has  continued  gradually  to  increase  Jimong  the  mem- 
mcrs  of  that  body,  until  in  the  last  year  it  lias  burst 
i'orth  with  a  vehemence  altogether  unparallelled. 
This  spirit  was  renuirkably  exhibited  in  tjie  ninety- 
two  resolutions  passed  by  tlie  House  of  Assembly 
on  the  2l>d  of  February,  1834.  These  resolutions 
were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  25th  April,  and  occupied  their  attention 
for  a  con'  iderablc  time.  On  the  ^^d  July,  the  Com- 
mittee closed  their  labors  with  a'  report,  in  which 
they  did  full  justice  to  the  anxiety  of  the  Home 
Government  to  carry  into  execution  the  suggestions 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  1828;  and  declared  that 
the  endeavors  vi  tlic  Government  to  that  end  had 
been  unremitting,  and  guided,  in  all  casses,  by  a 
desiro  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Trovince, 

''  The  Comuiitte  delivered  no  opinion  upon  the 
subject  matter  of  any  one  of  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted to  their  consideration,  but  lamented  that 
mutual  misconception  appeared  to  prevail,  which 
they  hope  might  be  removed;  and  finally  expressed 
their  persuasion  that  the  practical  measures  for  the 
future  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Lower  Canada 
might  best  be  left  to  the  consideration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, who  were  responsible  for  their  adoption 
and  execution. 

''  From  that  period  up  to  the  present  day  I  do  not 
find    that    any    moat-iires     have    been   undertaken    in 
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compliance  with  tlic  recoinincndatioii  of  ilic  Coiri- 
mitteo  of  the  IIou^c  of  Coinirions.  On  the  15th 
November,  the  day  on  which  tlic  dissohition  of  the 
bite  administration  to(>k  pbice,  Your  J^ordship  was 
apprized  by  Mr.  S])rin<j;  llice,  that  he  was  prepared 
to  transmit  very  full  instructions  on  the  various  im- 
portant points  upon  which  it  was  essential  for  Your 
Lordship  to  be  informed  on  the  approiiehini;'  meet- 
ing of  the  Asseuibly  of  Lower  (Janada  ;  but  iti  c(»n- 
sequencc  of  tlie  event  which  liad  tlien  occurred,  he 
wns  prevented  from  making  any  lurther  communi- 
cation. Not  being  aware  of  the  nature  and  purport 
of  these  contemplated  instructions,  Your  l^ordship 
will  see  that  I  liavc  thus  been  deprived  of  the  fruits 
of  the  matured  reflection  of  my  predecessor  ;  and 
that  on  my  own  accession  to  office,  I  find  this  com- 
plicated question  very  much  in  the  same  situation  in 
which  it  was  left  by  the  Committee  of  the  Ifouse  of 
Commons,  on  the  3d  July: — with  this  difference 
however,  that  the  difficulties  of  its  solution  have 
been  mat(!rially  aggravated  by  the  additional  delay 
of  six  months. 

"  In  adverting  to  this  dtliy.  Your  Lordship  will 
not  understand  that  it  is  with  the  view  of  iniputing 
blame  to  any  one,  but  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  my  regret  tluit  a  crisis  should  now  have 
arrived,  in  which  a  prompt  decision  is  rendered  in- 
dispensable, and  that  it  n\ust  be  taken  at  a  moment 
and  under  circumstances  when  there  exists  a  peculiar 
iiccessity  for  the  most  careful  review  of  all  that  has 
passed,  and  for  the  most  deliberate  reflection  on  the 
consequences  of  any  step  that  nuiy  be  adopted. 

'^  The  painful  situation  in  Avhich  Your  Lordship 
^"s  long  been  placed,  and  the  personal  relation  in 
which  you  have  been  nuide  to  stand  towards  the 
House  of  Assembly  form  no  slight  addition  to  the 
embarrassments  which  obstruct  the  successful  termi- 
nation  of  the  question   at   issue.     It  is  due.  however. 
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to  Y^oui'  jjortlslii|)  If)  state  that  fVoiii  your  tii.st  as- 
sumption oi'  llui  (jioverniiKMit  of  Lowor  ('auada,  my 
predecessors  in  tlio  Jk'pirtmeiit  over  wliicli  1  now 
preside,  have  si^inititMl  their  ueneral  approbation  of 
the  conduct  you  have  pursued  in  tlic;  Aministration 
oftlie  alfairs  of  that  Province. — With  satisfaction  I 
add  tliat  from  an  examination  of  Your  Lordship's 
Oilicial  correspondence,  cf>mmenein^'  at  the  period 
i  ferred  to,  I  can  see  no  reason  to  dissent  from  tlic 
accuracy  of  these  opinions.  At  the  same  time  it 
must  be  obvious  tliat  tlie  exasperated  feelings  so 
prev.ilent  in  the  Asscndjly,  and  the  alienation  of 
that  br.mch  of  the  Canadian  Leuislature  from  the 
Executive  Government,  have  rendered  Your  Lord- 
ship's position  so  extremely  diliicult  as  even  to  for- 
bid the  liopc  that  you  would  be  enabled  to  employ 
with  any  good  elfect  the  words  of  conciliation  and 
peace.  Looking  then  at  the  matter  of  dealing  witli 
the  whole  of  this  subj(;ci,  and  bearing  in  mind  the 
circumstances  to  which  I  have  already  adverted,  His 
Majesty's  Government  are  of  opinion  that  the  exi- 
gences "f  the  case  demand  some  more  decisive  and 
expeditious  mode  of  proceeding  than  is  consistent 
with  an  ordinary  and  regular  correspondence.  Your 
Lordshii)'s  sentiments  have  been  more  than  once 
expressed  to  the  same  effect, 

"  The  King  has  therefore  been  humbly  advised  t(» 
select  an  individual  possessing  His  iMajesty's  entire 
contidence,  Avho  has  been  unconnected  with  past 
Canadian  polities,  and  has  had  the  opportunity  by 
recent  personal  communication  with  the  members  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  of  ascertaining  their 
views  and  intention  more  fully  and  unreservedly 
than  could  h.j  possible  by  means  of  written  state- 
ments. 

"  This  individual  in  the  capacity  of  His  Majesty's 
lloyal  Connnissioner  will  repair  to  Lower  Ctinada 
fully    instructed    to    examine,    and,    if  possible,  to  ter. 
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miiiate  iho  various  points  of  discussion,  in  the  hope 
of  composing:  all  those  dilfcicn(;(  s  wliich  h:ivo  so  lon<x 
agitated  the  J*rovincc,  and  which  h;ivo  deoj>ly  afflicted 
His  M.iji'sty's  loyal  suhjocts. 

"Without  attempting  to  ^ivc  Your  Lordship  even 
an  outline  of  the  instructions  of  Avhich  His  Majesty's 
Extraordinary  Commissioner  uill  he  tlie  bearer,  it 
may  be  sufacient  to  inform  you  that  his  mission  will 
not  be  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  prDmulgatinui;  any 
new  principles  of  government,  as  (»f  cirrying  into 
effect  that  system  of  liberality  and  justice  towards 
the  people  of  Lower  Canada,  which  11  is  ^Majesty  has 
long  since  adopted,  aiid  which  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Common:^  recently  declared  had  charac 
terised  the  policy  and  conduct  of  all  those  by  whom 
the  aff;iirs  of  tiie  Kiniidom  have  been  administered 
during  the  last  six  years,  althougli  the  result  which 
has  hitherto  attended  these  efforts  might  p.u'haps 
render  our  hopes  of  the  I'uture  less  sanguine,  it  will 
not  diminish  the  desire  or  the  determination  of  the 
King  to  satisfy  all  the  ju-;t  claims  and  expectations  of  his 
Canadian  subjects. 

"  They  will  find  that  His  Majesty  is  unwearied  in 
his  endeavors  to  establish  ''  an   im])artial,   conciliatory 

and   constitutional    Government    in    Canada." For 

this  end  it  will  be  the  object  of  His  Majesty  to  renew 
an  enquiry  into  every  alleged  grievance,  to  examine 
every  cause  of  complaint,  and  to  apply  a  remedy  to 
every  abuse  that  may  still  be  i'ound  to  prevail;  for 
this  end  there  is  no  sacrifice  he  would  not  cheer- 
fully make  which  should  be  compatible  witli  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitution  itself,  and 
with  the  continued  existence  of  the  Province  as  a 
possession  of  the  British  Crown.  I  am  unwilling  to 
believe  that  the  Canadian  people  can  be  insensible 
to  feelings  so  truly  paternal,  which  as  Your  Lordship 
well  knows  have  not  been  recently  adopted  or  on 
the   spur    of   the    occasion,    and    lor    whicii    we    may 
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reasonably  hope  that  IHh  Majesty  will  be  rewarded 
by  the  loyalty  an*!  attachment  of  all  classes  in  the 
important  Province  now  under  your  immediate  <;()vcrn- 
ment. 

"  Your  Lordsliip  will  communicate  this  despatch 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  irt  the  usual  maimer. 
Althou;^h  without  iiny  direct  ijiformation  on  the  s\dj- 
jcct  from  Your  Lordship,  I  le:irn  frtun  otlicr  sources 
of  intellitrence,  that  the  JiCLi^islature  will  have  met  on 
the  27th  of  Januiry — should  their  sittings  have  been 
adjourned,  you  will  take  such  means  as  may  a])pcar 
most  proper  for  })rinjj;inL^  the  des]»atch  under  the  know- 
ledge of  the  metidjers.  bel'ore  the  period  of  their  rc-as- 
scml)liiig  in  Parliament. 

"  r  will  not  fiil  to  ii,ive  Your  Lordshi})  timely 
notice  of  the  pro}).ible  arrival  of  His  Majesty's  Com- 
missioner, in  order  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  convoke 
the  As.^embly  witli  the  least  possible  inconvenience  to  its 
mend)ers. 

'•  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
My  Lord, 
Your  most  obedient, 
(Signed.)  ''AliKRDE  !<:>;' 

"  liicut-CJeneral 

Lord  Aylmer,  K.C.B. 

kc,  kc.j  &c," 

"Viscount  Canterbury  it  seems,  was  at  first  recom- 
mended for  the  im2)ortant  ofiice  of  High  Commissioner 
to  Canada,  but  decliiung,  ou  account  of  ill  health, 
Lord  Andicrst  was  spoken  of,  and  actually  ap- 
pointed. He,  however,  soon  after  waived  the  appoint- 
ment, and  divested  himself  of  the  cliarge.  The  Earl 
of  Gosford  finally  was  s  'lected  as  the  High  Commis- 
sioner, and  accepted  the  office,  assisted  by  Sir  Charles 
Grey  and  Sir  (leorge  Gipps.  His  lordship's  appoint- 
ment was  notified  in  the  London  Gazette  of  the  9th 
June,  and  repeated  in  the  Quebec  prints  on  the  23rd 
July. 
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*•  The  folloNv'm;^  docninrnts  jippciuvd  in  tlu-  Ofliciiil 
Quebec  Ga/ctte  of  the  2r)tli  .June  : — 

DoWNINfJ-STHKKT, 

(itii  >i:»v,  is:ir). 

"  My  L()RI», — On  referrinu'  to  the  (les])atc]ies  nd- 
•Iressed  to  Voiir  Lonlsliip  l>y  llie  Karl  of  A1»er(U^en, 
on  the  a)t)»ointnient  of  Karl  Ainht»rst  to  be  (lOvenKU* 
of  Lower  Canada,  and  I  lis  Majesty's  Tlitrli  ('oniniis- 
sioner  in  that  Province,  I  am  induce*!  to  eonchnh' 
tliat  my  imniediat«»  predecessor  iti  ofhee  did  not 
imticlj)ate  Your  Lordship's  eontinnanee  in  (\-ii»a(hi. 
after  the  arrival  of  l^ord  Andierst  in  that  country. 
But  on  the  otlier  liaml  I  o])seiv(\  that  Lord  Aber- 
deen studiously  avoicU'd  the  use  of  all  expressions 
which  could  be  understood  as  ])r('eludinir  the  jirospcet 
(d'beinji;  reinstated  in  tlie  <:rovennnent.  when  the  duties 
of  the  lligli  (\»mmissioner  should  have  been  brought 
to  a  close. 

''  Since  T  lia<l  the  honor  of  addressini;'  to  Your 
Lordship  my  despatch  oi'  the  2'2d  ultimo,  No.  1,  I 
have  availed  myself  of  all  the  resources  at  my  com- 
mand for  beconntit;'  fully  ac(juainted  witli  the  state 
of  the  public  mind  in  Lower  Canada;  and  with  the 
position  in  which  circumstances  of  peculiar  difficulty 
have  placed  Y'our  Lordshiji  in  relation  to  the  Houkc  of 
Assembly. 

'•  The  result  has  been  to  convince  me  that  1  shall 
best  consult  the  public  interest,  by  apjjrizinp;  Your 
Lordship  that  your  administration  of  the  aifairs  of 
Lower  Canada  must  be  considered  as  finally  terndn- 
ated. 

"  Your  Lordship  will  re<|uire  no  assurance  from 
me  of  tlie  reluctance  with  which  I  make  this  com- 
munication, the  regret  inseparable  at  all  times  from 
the  discharge  of  such  a  duty,  is  enhanced  in  the 
present  case  by  an  apprehension  of  the  misconstruc- 
tions to  which  it  may  possibly  give  rise.  I  am, 
therefore,   anxious  to   disavow   in    the   most  un(jnali- 
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lied  terms,  any  design  of  convo^Inii  .'i  ccMiSiire  (mi 
any  part  oi'  your  publi*;  con(kict,  or  of  countenanc- 
ing, by  tliis  decision,  tlic  accusnlioiis  to  wliicli  Your 
Lordship  has  b'.ion  so  repLVitodly  exposed.  It  would 
be  highly  gratifying  to  my  own  fciliiigs,  if  I  pos- 
sessed so  perfect  an  ae;ju  lintanco  with  the  history 
of  Your  Lordship's  administration  of  the  aff'aira  of 
Lower  Canada,  from  its  commencement  t(t  the  pre- 
sent time,  as  to  b2  able  to  expre-s  that  decided 
opinion  upon  the  cliarges  of  the  llouye  of  Assem- 
bly, in  ihe  sessions  of  ISU  and  1835,  wiiich  I  fully 
admit  Y^our  Jiord.ship's  right  to  domand  from  His 
Majesty's  confidential  advisors.  The  period  which 
has  elapsed  since  His  3Lijesty  v.as  graciously  pleased 
to  entrust  me  with  tliC  Seals  ol'  this  Department, 
has  not  been  (Aufiicienily  long  to  enable  me  to  complete 
a  review  of  the  voluminous  documents  connected  with 
that  subject. 

"  I  am,  therefore,  peculiarly  happy  to  find  that 
Lord  Aberdeen,  availing  himself  of  his  more  ample 
opportunities,  w;is  able  to  discharge  that  necessary 
and  laborious  duty,  and  that  in  his  despatch  of  the 
Hth  February  last,  No.  22,  he  declared  it  to  be  due 
to  Y'^our  Lordship  to  state,  that  from  your  tirst  as- 
sumption of  the  government  of  Lower  Canada,  all 
preceding  Secretaries  of  State  for  this  Department 
have  signified  their  general  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct you  had  pursued,  in  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  that  Province,  and  that  from  an  examina- 
tion of  Your  Lordship's  official  correspondence,  com- 
mencing at  the  period  referred  to,  he,  Lord  Aberdeen, 
could  sec  no  re.ison  to  dissent  from  the  accuracy  of  those 
opinions. 

"  The  King  commands  me  to  stato  that  Lord 
Aberdeen's  despatch,  from  which  I  have  made  the 
preceding  quotation,  was  not  written  without  His 
Majesty's  diie^.t  previous  sanction,  and  that  in  au- 
thorising   the  expressions  it  contains  of  my    predepos- 
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fior'H  conlidenec  and  ;ippi*o]):iti()ii,  His  Miijosty  ex- 
perienced tlmt  2;ratific*atiou  which  he  invariably  feels, 
when  affordini!;  his  supp>rt  and  countenance  to  any 
public  officer  whom  His  Majesty  considers  himself  en- 
titled to  repjard  as  havin;^  labored  with  fidelity  and  xeal 
in  His  Majesty's  service. 

With  such  a  testimony  from  my  immediate  pre- 
decessor, HO  directly  sanctioned  by  His  Majesty, 
Your  Lordship  may  perhaps  be  satisfied  that  is  not 
incumbent  on  vou  to  call  for  a  further  vindication  of 
your  personal  honor  and  official  conduct,  I  shall, 
however,  be  pr(»m])ted  to  meet  any  such  demand, 
should  Your  Lordship  see  cause  to  advance  it,  and 
humbly  to  submit  to  His  Majesty  my  opinion,  not 
upon  the  more  recent  subjects  of  complaint  men- 
tioned in  your  Jiordship's  despatches,  noted  in  the  mar- 
gin, but  upon  any  other  topic  of  whieti  Vour  ]iordship 
may  think  that  His  Majesty's  decision  ha.:,  not  hitherto 
been  distinctly  pronounced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo, 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordship's 
Most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed.)  Glenelg." 

Licut-Genl. 

Lord  Aylmer,  K.  C.  B. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  above,  it  was  thought  by 
the  British  population  in  Canada  that  Jjord  Aylmer 
was  treated  by  the  new  administration,  of  which 
Baroi  Glenelg  was  the  Colonial  minister,  rather 
hardly,  the  more  particularly  as  it  had  been  stated 
by  Lord  Aberdeen  in  the  House  of  Ijords  that,  "  if 
he  could  have  prevailed  upon  himself  to  recall  Lord 
Aylmer,  lie  should  never  have  thought  of  sending 
out  a  Commissioner,"  cleirly  intimating  that  the 
officcH  were  to  be  distinct.  A  very  general  feeling 
of  regret  among  the  British  population  in  Lower 
Canada  was  expressed  at  the  recall  of  Lord  Aylmer, 
and  addresses  from  various   parts  were    presented    to 
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hiui.     Tlie  first  lu'  vocoived  wjis  f Voiu  the  (Quebec  Uoard 
of  Trade,  and  in  vctv  fiattorinu"  tcnns  : — 
May  it  j)leasc  Your  ExcoUeticy, 

"  Wc,  the  nienibcrs  of  the  LOntniittoc  of  Trade,  n\y- 
pointed  by,  and  representing  the  niercantih^  com- 
munity of  tlie  city  oi'  Quebec,  duly  appreciating:  the 
attention  and  urbanity  wliich  have  cliaraeterised 
Your  liordships  frc(iuent  communications  ^\itil  tliis 
Board,  .resj)cctfully  a))proac]i  Your  Jjordsliip.  witli  an 
expression  of  our  uni'einncd  rei^'et.  on  tlie  occasion  of 
your  intended  departure  iVom  this  country. 

'"  Deeply  interested  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
Province,  we  cannot  but  dej^loi-e  a  circumstance 
tendinis;  to  deprive  it  (tf  the  advantaires  which  Your 
Excellency's  experi.mce  in  its  Goverinnent,  know- 
ledge of  its  resources,  and  anxiety  lor  its  welfare, 
guided  by  your  acknowledged  character  for  uprightness 
of  purpose,  niust  have  secured  to  it.  had  your  continu- 
ance here  been  permitted. 

"  Connected  more  particularly  with  the  ti-ade  of  the 
Colony,  both  collectively  and  as  individuals,  we  grate- 
fully acknowledge  the  readiness  so  constantly  evinced 
by  Y'^our  Excellency  to  advance  its  commercial  in- 
terests, and  nuist  n(»t  omit  es}H>cially  to  instance 
Y^our  JiOrdsliip's  well-timed  representations  to  the 
Home  Government,  against  the  abuses  of  the  Court  of 
Vice-Admiralty,  and  yet  more,  those  in  favor  of  our 
Imnber  trade,  that  grand  staple  of  this  and  the  other 
British  North  American  Provinces. 

"  Assailed  as  this  most  essential^branch  of  our  com- 
merce has  been,  Jmd  continues  to  be,  by  ;i  combina- 
tion of  persons,  ignorant  of  its  importance,  or  inter- 
ested in  its  downfall,  Ave  feel  doubly  sensible  of  the 
value  of  Your  Excellency's  testimony  in  its  bohaif, 
grounded  too  on  your  personal  ob.servation  of  its  benefi- 
cial results. 

"  Strongly  persuaded  of  the  close  connexion  be- 
tween   the   commercial   and   political     relations   of    a 
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country,  iiiid  fully  sensible  tliat  security  to  trade  ean 
alone  exist  under  tlie  protection  of  a  well  ordered 
and  consistent  uovennnent,  we  view  with  apprehen- 
sion the  inconsiderate  removal  of  Your  l^]xeelleney, 
as  indicatijig  a  system  oi'  colonial  policy,  which, 
rctidy  at  the  clamor  of  faction  to  sacrilice  individual 
riu^ht  to  temporary  expedience,  threatens  to  subvert 
those  national  principles  of  piod  faith  which  have 
lonir  "iiven  stability  and  character  to  IJiitish  institu- 
tions  throuuhout  the  world. 
''  May  it  })lease  Your  Kxcellency, 

''  In  respectfully  takiiiii;  our  leave  we  venture  to 
express  a  hope  that  the  attairs  of  Canada  may  still  con- 
tiiuu'  to  oc'Mipy  a  ])laee  in  Your  Lordship's  reeollcct- 
tion,  and  that,  the  influence  which  His  Majesty's  ap- 
pro}>atiou  of  your  conduct  cainiot  fail  to  confer,  may 
be  used,  as  we  are  sure  it  will  be,  to  promote  the 
true  interest  of  this  country. 

"  V\'e  be;^' respectfully  and  most  cordially  to  convey 
to  Your  ]jordship  and  to  ]iady  Aylmer.  our  sincere 
wishes  for  your  prolonged  happiness  and  for  your 
prosperous  voyaue  to  that  land  whose  battles  Your 
Lordship  has  fought  and  whose  honor.-,  you  have 
won. 

"  Gentlemen, — I  tliank  you"  said  he  "  very  sin- 
cerely for  the  expressions  of  regret  at  my  ap))roaeh- 
ing  departure  from  tliis  country,  conveyed  in  this 
address  from  the  Conunittee  of  Trade,  representing 
the  mercantile  community  of  the  city  of  Quebec — 
a  community  for  which  I  shall  ever  entertain  sen- 
timents of  esteem  and  regard. 

"  I  feel,  gentlemen,  that  I  possess  but  slender  claims 
to  your  thanks,  on  account  of  any  benelit  which 
may  have  been  obtained  for  the  commercial  interests 
of  this  colony  during  my  administration.  Although 
animated  by  a  constant  desire  to  promote  those,  as 
well  as  all  other  public  interests  in  the  Province,  my 
efforts   to  that   effect  have  been    invariably  met  and 
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counteracted,  by  u  b:incl'ul  influence  in  tlie  I'roviuce, 
whose  only  cluiuco  of  proloii^in^  it.s  existcnco  i.s  by 
retarding  tlio  }i:eneral  iinprovomcnt  of  the  country; 
and  many  oi'  tliosc  njoments  whicli,  under  more  I'or- 
tunatc  circumstances,  I  sliuuld  liave  been  able  to 
devote  to  the  advancement  of  .some  useful  undcr- 
takin;^  or  some  beneiicial  public  mea.-ure,  liave  been 
unavoidably  occupied  in  contendiiijj,'  (under  disad- 
vantaii;e8  to  which  I  forbear  more  particularly  to  al- 
lude on  the  present  occasion)  aj^ainst  assaults — some 
open,  and  others  disu;uised — levelled  ajijainst  the 
most  valuable  interests  of  the  J^rovincc,  jx^litical  as 
well  as  commercial,  and  which,  should  they  be  re- 
newed and  crowned  with  ultimate  success,  must 
prove  fatal  to  the  connexion  between  Lower  Canada 
and  t)ie  Mother  Country. 

lam  fully  sensible,  ij:entlcmen,  of  the  pjreat  impor- 
tance to  British  North  America  of  the  lumber  trade ; 
and  be  assured  that,  although  my  oilicial  connexion 
with  this  country  will  cease  to  exist  upon  my  depar- 
ture from  it,  no  opportunity  shall  be  nej^lected  by 
mc  hereafter  of  upholding  that  valuable  branch  of 
commerce,  and  of  promoting,  as  far  as  my  very 
limited  means  will  permit,  every  measure  calculated 
to  advance  the  commercial  interests  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  in  separating  from  you,  let 
me  desire  of  you  to  accept  from  Lady  Aylmer  and 
myself  our  very  sincere  thanks  for  the  obliging  ex- 
pressions regarding  us  both,  contained  in  the  con- 
cluding passage  of  your  address,  and  in  return  to  re- 
ceive our  cordial  good  wishes  for  the  health  and  hap- 
piness of  all  these  gentlemen,  and  their  fomilies  who 
are  parties  to  it ;  and  for  the  increasing  prosperity 
of  the  commercial  city  of  Quebec. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Quebec  Constitutional 
Association  took  place  on  31st  July,  at  which  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted  : — 
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l.^t.  "  Tli.it  His  M;ijosty's  iipprohatioii  of  tlio  vow- 
<liirt  piirsii»'<l  l)y  His  Kxcclloncy  Lortl  Aylmor,  in  tlio 
adniiiiistriition  of  tlio  ;itf;iirs  of  tlii.s  i'lovinco,  has 
hecn  r('iu>:ito(lly  conveyed  to  Hi^  KxeclK'ncy.  and 
more  particularly  reiterated  in  the  reetnt  despatcli  of 
the  Kii^lit  lIonora))le  Lord  <  Ileneltr.  Ilis  Majestys'  I*rin- 
eipal  Secretary  of  Slate  for  the  Colonial  hepartnient. 
dated,  Dov.nini:'  Street,  (ith   May.  18.'{5. 

2nd.  "  That  notwithstandinLr  the  •'  support  and 
eouiitenanee'  wliich  tlie  Kinir  has  been  tiuis  ^graci- 
ously pleased  to  afford  to  a  ••  ])u})lic  offie(3r  whom  His 
Majesty  considers  liimsell'  entitled  to  reLrard,  as  hav- 
ing labored  with  fidelity  and  zeal  in  His  ^Majesty's 
service,"  the  Secretary  of  State  lias,  in  the  same  des- 
patch which  conveys  the  Kinn's  approliation,  apprised 
Lord  Aylnier  that  ••  His  Kxeellency's  adniinistratio:)  uf 
the  affairs  of  Lower  Canada  must  be  considered  as 
finally  terminated." 

3d.  ''  That  the  motives  whieli  actuated  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  state  in  comintr  to  this  decision  appear  to  be 
founded  in  the  position  in  which  the  (lovernor  in 
Chief  is  placed  in  relation  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
in  consc(iuence  of  the  accusations  preferred  against 
him  by  a  majority  of  that  branch  of  the  local  Legisla- 
ture, in  a  series  of  resolutions  which  have  been  al- 
rcad}'  declared  by  this  Association  to  contain  '*  divers 
false  and  scandalous  imputations,  of  so  general  a  nature 
as  not  to  admit  of  answer  or  investigation, 

4th.  "  That  this  Association  views  with  alarm  and 
regret  the  sacrifice  of  the  Koyal  Prerogative,  thus  for 
the  first  time  offered  to  the  clamour  of  a  party  which 
openly  questions  tho  just  subordination  of  the  colony 
to  the  parent  state,  and  avowedly  inculc  ites  resiytance 
to  its  authority. 

5th.  "That  an  hund)le  address  be  presented  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief,  expressing  the 
regret  of  this  Association  at  the  untimely  recall  of  His 
Excellency,  at  a  period  wdien  the  result  of  the  mea- 
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purt'8  ii(1(i])t(Hl  by  hini  cannot  as  yet  Le  ascertained — 
thus  dcprivinu;  tlic  (Joveninient  ui'  the  advantages  to 
be  <leiived  IVoni  l!is  Kxcelleney's  experience,  and 
convevin*:;  to  tlie  jieoplc  of  Britisli  and  Irish  origin  in 
this  Province  tlie  iniprt'ssion  tliat  their  best  interests 
arc  about  to  be  sacritleed  to  tlie  misrej)rescntation  of 
a  few  discontented  and  ansi^itious  i)ersons,  and  j»ray- 
in^  that  His  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  to  him  may  seem  best  calculated  to  convey 
to  the  loot  of  tlie  Throne  the  views  of  this  Association, 
as  expressed  in  the  preceding'  resolutions. 

"  bth.  "  That  the  said  addre.-s  be  preparc^d  by  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  that  the  same,  tfM^ether  with 
a  certified  copy  ol'tlie  resolutions,  be  presented  by  them 
to  His  Excellency." 

On  the  8th  of  August,  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Constitutional  Association  of  Quebec,  attended  by 
a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  body,  and  of 
those  of  ^'  the  Mechanics'  Constitutional  Union,"  wait- 
ed upon  the  Governor  in  Chief,  at  the  Castle  of  St. 
Lewis,  with  the  following;  address  : — 
jMay  it  please  Your  Excellency, 

We,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Constitutional 
Association  of  Quebec,  deputed  at  a  «i;eneral  meeting 
of  the  members  to  present  an  humble  address  to 
Your  Excellency,  on  your  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  this  Province  being  terminated,  beg  leave 
most  respectfully  to  express  the  unfeigned  regret  of 
the*  association  at  Your  Excellency's  approiiching  de- 
parture. 

Your  Excellency's  untimely  recall  at  the  present 
crisis  of  aifairs,  is  the  inqre  to  be  deplored,  as  it 
precludes  you  from  bringing  to  maturity  the  mea- 
sures now^  in  progress  towards  the  adjustment  of  the 
political  diffi(3ulties,  which  have  so  long  retarded  the 
prosperity  ol'  the  'l^rovincc — and  will  I'ocessarily  de- 
prive the  lloyal  Commissioners  of  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  the  experience  and  local    knowledge, 
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wliich  Vour  Excolloiny  I'.ris  aoqulrt'<l  (.luriiii:  a  rc^idtMiec 
of  nearly  five  ye.irs  in  Lower  C'an.ida. 

We  rej^ret  tliiit  the  jiolicy  .'Klnpttil  l»y  the  Seere- 
tary  of  St.it«»  towards  Vonr  l.ortl>liij>,  and  the  motives 
on  wliieli  liis  decision  is  u;ronnd('d.  tetiil  to  eonvey 
the  impression  tliat  His  Majesty's  .Ministers  are  pre- 
pared to  Haerifiee  tlie  riulits  and  int<M'ests  of  tlie  in- 
habitants of  liritisli  ajid  Irisli  oriL'in,  resith'nt  within 
this  ])rovinee,  to  thi;  misrepre-initation  and  elamonr 
of  a  desi^^nini:'  paity.  v.lio.  availinir  tlienisflves  of  pe- 
culiar and  accidental  circnmstanccs,  have  misled  His 
Majesty's  o'ovcrnment,  openly  (jiicstioncd  the  jnst  subor- 
dination of  the  colony  to  the  parent  state,  an  I  ineu'e  ited 
resistance  to  its  antlioritv. 

We  tluM-efore  ]iund»ly  j>ray  that  Your  KxeelhMiey 
will  be  pleased  to  convey  to  tlie  foot  of  the  Throne 
the  views  of  the  Association,  as  expressed  in  a  series 
of  resolutions,  of  which  we  resj)eetfully  submit  a 
copy,  and  that  you  will  assure  our  (Iracious  ISovereij:;?! 
th::L  iic  has  not,  in  tlie  wide  extent  of  his  dominions, 
subjects  more  loyal  or  devoted  than  the  members  of 
tliis  Association,  nor  any  more  firm  in  their  determi- 
nation to  maintain  liis  authority  tlirouiihout  the 
colony,  and  defend  the  riLjjhts,  privileges  and  immunities 
which  His  Majesty's  predecessors  have  been  graciously 
pleased  to  bestow  upon  its  iidiabitants. 

In  respectfully  taking  leave  of  Vour  Excellency, 
we  feel  that  we  should  not  perform  our  duty  to  those 
whom  we  represent,  did  we  not  assure  you  of  the 
profound  respect  felt  by  all  for  your  exalted  and 
manly  character,  and  convey  our  sincere  and  heart- 
felt wisliQS  that  you  may  long  enjoy  the  hap[)iness 
to  which  a  consciousness  of  having  merited  and  re- 
ceived your  Sovereign's  uriijualitied  approbation  so 
justly  entitles  you;  and  our  hope  that,  when  the 
King  may  again  re({uir(i  Your  Excellency's  services, 
it  may  be  in  a  situation  where  your  liberal  and  ex- 
teuded   views  will   be  more   justly  appreciated    and  u 
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fairer  li«'l<l   .ift'onlctl  to  cjiTy  tluMii    into  (iHoi  t,    tii;iii, 
•uiifnrtini.itolv    for  tlic  iii!i;iltit;iiits.  lia**  been  the  cahc  in 
fjowor  Canada. 

To  tliis  His  Kxct'lkncy  answered:  — 

•'(ienUenien, — T  roeei\e  with  sentinu-nts  of  iieartlelt 
Hatist'action  tlie  Ivind  exjire.ssions  of  rejiret  at  my  ap- 
proaeliiii'r  (U'i»arture  I'nHn  this  I'rovincc,  conveyed  in 
the  achlresH  whieli  you  liave  inst  d(Mio  mo  the  I'avdur 
to  jiresent  to  me  (»n  tiie  part  oi' tiie  Constitutional  As- 
Hociation  ol'  (^ue))ee. 

•  Th<^  n  l.ition  in  wliieli  I  liave  Itecn  made  to  stantl 
with  the  lIo\ise  ot'  As>einhly.  in  diseharirin^  my  pub- 
lie  duty,  havinu;  b-rn  assiuned  as  a  motive  Ibr  my 
reeall  IVom  this  government  by  His  Majesty's  jMinis- 
ters,  I  find  it  necessary  to  advert  to  certain  proceed- 
ings of  the  assond)ly  rei:;ardin<j:  mysell'. 

'•  On  two  several  occasions  witliin  tiie  last  two  years, 
complaints  ol'  the  most  serious  nature  ail'ectini;  my 
public  character  and  condu<;t.  in  the  administration 
of  the  government  of  this  Province,  have  been 
brou_L;ht  forward  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  peti- 
tions to  the  King  and  the  two  Houses  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  Their  petition,  addressed  to  the  House 
of  Connnons  in  the  first  instance,  cont  dned  an  uri^ent 
ap])eal  to  that  Honourable  House  to  brinij^  and  to  sup- 
j>ort  imjK'achments  against  me  before  the  House  of 
Lords ;  but,  althou;j,h  the  Committee  to  which  tha* 
petition  was  referivd  was  en<2;aged  during  tliree 
months  in  investigating  the  various  subjects  of  com- 
plaint it  contained,  their  report,  subseijuently  adop- 
ted by  the  House,  does  not  allude  in  the  remotest 
degree  to  the  demand  of  the  Assembly  for  my  im- 
peachment. 

"  Nevertheless,  the  Assembly,  Jio  wise  discouraged 
by  the  failure  of  this  first  attempt,  again  approached 
the  House  of  Commons,  during  the  present  session  of 
the   Imperial    Parliameut.    with   a    renewed   demand 
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tor  my  imjKMclniit'ut ;  ami  to  tlu'ir  fiu'mci'  t'uni}il.iint.-< 
others  of  a  .still  (l.nkcr  c()iii|»l('xinii  wore  .kIiInI.  Hut  all 
to  no  jMiiposo — for  it  (Vh's  m»t  appear  that  any  stepH 
wl»ate\(!r  have  heen  taken  hy  the  House  \ipon  thi;* 
second  petition  »il'  thc^  Ar'.MMiihly. 

''  For  the  HUeci'ss  of  the  ll«»u.se  ol' Assem]»lv,  in  tlieir 
attempts  to  injure  nie  in  lh(*  i'^tlniation  of  llis  Ma- 
jesty ami  his  (^ontidential  ailvisers,  1  have  only  to 
refer  to  the  despatehes  from  the  Colonial  l>epirtment 
recently  puhlished  hy  my  order  in  the  Oilieial  (lazotte 
of  tiie  Province. 

''  l^'rom  the  above  rapid  .-ketcli,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  various  iiflbrts  of  tlie  House  (d'  A>sembly  to 
injure  my  pul)lic  cliaraeter  liavc  only  ended  in  ex- 
posini;  the  importance   of  their   hostility  tow.irds  me. 

''  lU\i  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  tliis 
subject  deserves  to  be  rei;arded,  and  it  is  one  wliich 
involves  considerations  of  intinitely  more  importance 
than  any  of  a  per.soual  nature  aHectiug  an  individual 
like  myself. 

"  The  failure  of  these  repeated  atti-mpts  to  tstabli.^^li 
the  truth  of  cliargcs  .so  solenndy  and  so  earnestly 
bnm^ht  under  the  consideration  of  the  King,  and 
the  two  Houses  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  unavoid- 
ably i)laccs  the  moral  character  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly in  a  very  Cfjuivocal  position  ;  and  it  njay, 
therefore,  be  rea.sonably  expected  that  the  Assembly, 
in  order  to  redeem  its  own  credit,  and  in  justice  to 
their  constituents,  who  arc  necessarily  (however  in- 
nocently and  unconsciously)  involved  in  this  disre- 
putable .suit,  undertaken  in  their  name,  and  on  their 
behalf — the  As.sembly,  I  say,  cannot  but  consider 
themselves  iuipcratively  called  upon  to  renew  their 
demand  to  the   House   of  Comnums  for  my  impeach- 
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.such  demand  be  made,  the  House  of 
be  a.ssured  of  having  my  best  wishes 
of  it:  it    is  wliat   1  liave    lon<jr   and  ar- 
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dontly  lookoil  (oiwanl  to  ;  for  if,  happily,  their  ciiujte 
RhouM  ever  t'onio  to  a  luiariii^  Ix'fcuu;  the  IIoiiso  of 
Lords,  my  accusors  will  find,  when  in  prcscnco  of 
tliat  air^iist  trihmial,  that  assertions,  however  eonfi- 
deiitly  advaiieed,  will  not  there  be  suffered  to  pass 
eurrent  for  fx'ts,  neither  will  vit  Jper.itio!j  be  mistaken 
for  aru;ument. 

"  I  come  now  to  tlie  subject  of  mv  rec.dl  from  this 
government,  whieli  I  e  iiniot  pass  over  in  silenec . 
sinee  it  is,  in  faet,  the  p:irti(nlar  clroumstanee  wliieh 
has  Ljiven  rise  to  your  address. 

''  It  would  be  hi;^hly  unjust  towards  those  Mini>torH 
of  the  Crown  who  spontaneously,  and  without  any 
solicitalion  on  my  part,  did  mc  tlie  lionor  of  select- 
ing- me  for  the  very  im]»ortant  office  of  (ioveinor  in 
Chief  of  nrltish  North  America,  to  suppose  that  upon 
that  occasion  they  were  actuated  bv  any  other  mo- 
tive  than  a  coiisviontious  belief  that,  by  so  doiiiLT. 
they  l)ost  consulted  thi'  ]»ublie  interest. 

'*  In  like  manner,  those  otlu-r  minister>  of  tlie  Oown 
wilt)  have  sub.setjuently  filled  the  situation  of  Secre- 
tary of  State  fljr  the  Colonial  Department,  and  whose 
approval  of  my  public  conduct  you  arc  already  ac- 
quainted with,  mu.^t  have  considered  that  by  main- 
taininji  me  in  the  olliee  of  (Joverrtor  in  (Miief  they 
also  were  consulting;  the  public  inierest. 

"His  Majesty's  present  Ministers,  however,  imme- 
diately upon  eomiiii;  into  ofiiee,  have  taken  an  oppo- 
site view  of  this  sultjcct,  for  1  am  now  i>»formcd  bv 
Lord  (jilenelu',  His  Majesty's  Principal  Sccrct.iry  of 
State  for  the  Colonial  Department,  in  his  despatch  of 
tlie  Dth  of  May  last,  addressed  to  me.  (which  will  be 
found  amoni;st  the  despatches  recently  published  by 
my  order  in  the  Official  Gazette  of  the  Province,  for 
j2,eneral  information.)  that  *'  he  shall  best  consult  the 
public  interest  by  appri>inij;  me  that  my  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  Lower  Cantida  must  be  consi- 
dered as  fully  terminated.'* 
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'•  AltluMi^rli  »lillcriii^'.  as  it  w«»iiM  .ippivir,  iV-nti  liin 
|»rt'(lr('('s«iurs  ill  olVu'o  ujmhi  this  siil»j>»(.'t,  it  would  bo 
(Mjiiiily  unjust  to  witlilioM  fVoin  liord  tllctujl^  tlio 
bi'licl"  tliit,  in  nMiiovinir  iim*  tVoiu  tin*  (tf!ii'<'  of  (Jovor- 
nor  in  Chii't'oi'  IJiitisli  Xortli  Aiucrici,  \\U  LonNliip  is 
sincorely  ('•uivincc;!  tliat  li»;  is  b'^tcon^ultiii;^  tlie  public 
iIlt<*n'^t. 

•'  I  will  th.'it  I'diT  nnly  iuhl  tliat,  as  tbc  t'litliful  scr 
v.tnt  and  (K'votcil  >ubjrct  (»t"  tli.;  Ivin;/,  and  aa  the 
firm  au<l  Cimstint  tVii'.id  of  the  |»v)j>L«  of  Lowin*  (v;i- 
n:i<la  of  every  orii^in,  I  tlo  most  sinc^roly  wish  that 
those  n leisures  which  His  Majesty  shall  ho  advised 
to  adopt  for  tlu!  s(?ttleiuent  of  th(^  di-JonU'n'd  and 
coniplieated  affiiis  of  this  Province,  nny  have  the 
eflbct  of  est.iblishini:  the  aiitliority  of  His  Majesty's 
j^overnniont  upon  a  >olid  and  lastini:  foundition,  for 
thereliy  alone  wi  1  t!ie  public  iutore.>t  be  best  con- 
sulted. 

"I  cannot,  ^enllemen,  avoid  sayinu  a  f(>w  wor<ls 
in  answer  to  that  part  of  your  address,  in  which  rep^rct 
is  expressed  at  wliat  you  arc  pleased  to  consider  my  un- 
timely recall  from  this  jjrovernment. 

"  I  undertook  tlie  (ioverinneiit  of  FiOWcT  ('anada 
with  a  full  knowlcdire  of  the  principil  ditficulties 
with  whicli  it  was  surrounded,  but  tht^^e  [  did  not 
despair  of  surmountin;^  ]»y  a  steady  course  of  policy 
founded  on  the  strictest  impartiality:  and  although 
circumstaiK!es  beyond  my  control  have  liitherto  stood 
in  the  way  of  my  success,  I  am,  nevertlielesa,  of 
opinion  that  the  prose:  t  state  of  the  I*rovincc,  un- 
promisiuL:;  as  it  niay  appfiar  to  a  srperlici.il  observer, 
liolds  out  every  encouraLiemeiit  to  the  atloption  of 
measures  tliat  would  at  once  ])Ut  an  end  to  the  diffi- 
culties to  whieli  1  liave  ailu(b'd,  and  which  will  cease 
to  be  formitlable  the  very  moment  of  their  being  fairly 
trrappled  with, 
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source  of  ;^r..ti!lcati<}ii  diiriu.ij;  tlio  roiniiiiule:'  oi"  my 
life.  8iiic(!,  however,  tliis  Inis  been  denieil  me,  I 
huvc  only  to  lM»pe  that  on  my  return  to  the  seat  of 
the  Imperial  Government,  tlic  rci)res('ntation.s  it  will 
be  my  duty  to  make,  may  be  produetivc  of  good  to 
the  J*rovii»ce — should  sueli  be  the  result  of  my  re- 
moval  from  'liis  Goven.nient,  and  that  iiaviiig  ceased 
to  be  oihcially  eonneeted  with  Lower  CanacLi,  I  shall 
have  the  jiood  I'urtunt;  to  {iccomplish  more  for  its  ad- 
vantage than  it  w;is  in  my  power  to  eft'ect  during  my 
aaministraiion  of  its  affairs — tlicn,  gentlemen,  I  shall 
say  that  my  recall,  far  from  being  untimely,  will  liavc 
proved  a  singularly  v.'ell-tinujd  measure. 

"  You  may  be  assured  that  I  shall  not  fail  to  con- 
vey, if  I  may  be  so  pernutted,  to  the  foot  of  the 
Throne,  the  views  of  tlie  Constitutional  Association  as 
expressed  in  the  resolutions  of  which  you  have  de- 
livered me  u  copy ;  and  in  an  especial  maimer  I 
shal!  consider  it  my  duty  to  represent  to  our  Graci- 
ous Sovereign  (what  is  in  truth  the  conviction  of 
my  own  mind)  that  he  has  not  in  the  wide  extent  of 
His  dominions,  subjects  niore  loyal  and  dcvUed  than 
the  members  of  the  Constitutional  Association  of 
Quebec . 

''  The  flattering  testimony  of  the  regard  and  good 
opinion  of  the  Constitutional  Association  of  Quebec, 
addressed  to  me  in  the  concluding  passage  of  your 
address,  could  not  fail  to  prove  highly  gratifying  to 
my  feelings  under  any  circumstances. — How  much 
more  so  is  it  when  1  consider  the  efforts  which  have 
with  such  unwearied  perseverance  been  made,  to 
blacken  and  defame  my  character  from  the  very 
hour  of  my  arrival  in  Canada  to  the  present  time;  and 
that  during  that  period  every  act  of  mine  has  been 
made  the  theme  eitiier  of  virulent  invective,  orunv^orthy 
detraction. 

"  But,  gentlemen,  the  evil  has  produced  its  own 
remedy,    since    the    favorable    sentiments   towards  me 
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cxjnvsscd  in  >(-ur  Address,  r.nd  lor  wliit-li  T  now  ofllor 
my  AV'irin  and  sincere  thanks  to  tlic  Corstituiional  As- 
sociati(»n  of  (^nebrc,  liave  fnrnisluMl  nie  ^vith  the  ])est 
answer  that  can  be  made  to  those  vho  have  souulit  to 
injure  me  in  the  estiniati<»n  of  my  fellow  snltjeets. 

'•''  And  now,  uontknu'n.  larewell,  and  ma. v  every  hai)- 
pincss  an<l  pn  .s|)erityatt»>nd  you. and  all  those  who  are  par- 
tics  to  the  Ad'lress  whieh  has  just  been  eonimunieatcd 
tome." 

The  ICarl  orGosrt)rd  arrived  at  Quebec  on  the  23d  Au- 
j_nist,  in  H.  M.S.  l*i<juc  accompanied  by  Sir  Charles  E. 
Grey  and  Sir  GeorL^'  (ripps,  liis  Assistant  Gomnnssion- 
crs,  and  on  the  day  followin^i^'  issued  his  proclamation, 
notifying,  as  Ga}»tain  (Jeneral  and  Governor  in  Chief, 
his  assumption  of  the  Government.  The  letters  patent 
of  His  Majesty,  bearing  date  tit  Westmiiister.  1st  July, 
1835,  appointing  "'  tlie  said  Arcl.'ibald,  Earl  of  Gosford 
Sir  Charles  Edward  Grey,  and  Sir  George  Gipps,  Com- 
missioners il)r  the  investigation  of  all  grievances  affect- 
ing His  Majesty's  subjects  in  Lower  Canada  in  vv  hat  re- 
lates to  the  administration  of  the  Govermnent  of  the 
said  Province,"  were  also  publislied  in  the  saniy  Gazette 
with  the  proclamation.-'' 

*  Office  of  tue  !Seciieta!:v  of  t'ik  Piujvi.nck, 

Quebec,  Augiut  24111  1835. 

Ilis  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  ayi])oint  the  Rijjhl  Hunor- 
able  the  Earl  of  Gnsford,  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  Charles 
Edward  Grey,  andSirGeorge  Gipps,  to  be  the  Commissionerd 
for  the  investigation  of  all  grievances  affecting  his  subjects 
in  the  Province  of  Lower  Cannda,  in  what  relates  to  the 
govcrnrat'nt  of  the  said  Province,  by  the  followiug  coni- 
miasion: — 

William  the  Fourth,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United 
Kingddm  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  King,  Defend'T  of 
the  Faith,  to  our  right  trusty  aiid  right  well-beloved  cousia 
and  councillor,  Archibald,  Earl  of  Gosford,  our  trusty  and 
well-beloved  Sir  Charles  Grey,  Knight,  and  Sir  George 
Gipps,  Greeting: 

\Vhereas,  divers  addresses  have  been  preferred  to  us,  by  the 
House  of  General  Assembly  of  L.  Canada  in  North  America, 
and  diver?  petitions  have  been  presented  to  us  by  sundry  of  our 
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A  farewell  entertain  incut  was  given  by  the  prin- 
cipal citizens  of  Quebec  to  Lord  and  Lady  A^lmer> 
on    the  evening  of  the   15th  Sep'.eniber,   and  on  the 

faithful  subjects  inhabiting  our  said  Province. in  which  addres- 
ses and  petitions  have  been  represented  to  us,  certain  grievan- 
ces of  which  the  siid  House  of  (leneral  Assemblyand  our  sub- 
jects aforesaid  have  by  their  said  addresses  and  petitions 
sought  redress.  And  we  being  minded,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to 
aff  rd  the  redress  of  every  grievance  by  which  anyof  onr  faith- 
ful subjects  inhabicing  the  said  Province  may  be  afiTocted,  and 
having  therefore  specially  resolved  to  appoint  fit  persons  to 
proceed  on  our  behalf  to  our  said  Province,  there  to  investi- 
gate all  complaints  respecting  the  administration  of  thepublic 
aflfiirs  thereof,  and  have  for  that  purpose  made  choice  of  you, 
the  said  Archibald,  Earl  of  Gosford.iSir  Chailes  Edward  Grey 
and  Sir  George  Gipps.  Now  know  ye,  that  we,  relying  on  the 
approved  discretion  of  you,  the  said  Archibald,  Earl  of  Gos- 
ford  Sir  Charles  Edward  Grey,  and  Sir  George  Gipps,  bave 
of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion 
thdught  ht  to  constitute  and  appoint,  ond  do  hereby  constitute" 
and  appointyou  the  said  Archibald,  Earl  of  Gosford  SirCharles 
Edward  Grey,  and  Sir  George  Gipps, to  be  .our  Co'^jmiss'ioners 
for  the  investigation  of  all  grievances  affecting  ou'  subjects  in 
our  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  in  what  relates  to  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Government  of  the  said  Province.  A  nd  we  do 
authorize  and  require  you  for  that  purpose  tc  proceed  with 
all  convenient  despatch  to  the  said  Province  c^  Lower  Cana- 
p /i*^°^i  t^^ero  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means  co  enter  upon  a 
tall  and  impaitial  enquiry  into  all*  complaints  which  shall  to 
you  be  preferred  respectiug  the  administratioa  of  the  Govern- 
ment thtfreot  :  aud  in  the  execution  of  this  our  Commission, 
our  will  is,  and  we  do  hereby  require,  that  do  you  in  all  things 
conform  to  such  instructions  as  shall  be  addressed  to  you  by 
us  in  our  Privy  Council,  or  through  one  of  cur  Principal  Se- 
cretaries of  Slate.  And  whereas,  for  the  belter  execution  of 
the  powers  so  vested  in  you  as  aforesaid,  we  have  by  other 
Letters  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  our  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  bearing  even  ditc  with  these 
presents,  constituted  and  ap[)ointed  you  the  said  Archibald, 
Earl  of  Gosfjrd,  to  be  our  Captain  General  and  Governor  in 
Chief  in  and  over  our  Province  of  Lower  Can»da:— Now  we 
do  strictly  charge  and  command  all  our  officers,  civil  and 
military,  and  all  our  faithful  subjects  and  all  others  inhabit- 
ing the  said  Province,  th;vt  in  tlieir  several  places  and  ac- 
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follriv^inp:  (lay  an  address,  very  numerously  signed  by 
inhabitants  ol'  tlio  city  and  neiji;lii>ourliO(>d,  was  pre- 
sented to  llis  Excellency.  His  Lordship  embarked 
with  his  i'aniily  on  the  17th,  on  board  II.  M.  8.  Pique, 
for  Enirlantl,  which  they  readied  in  safety,  narrowly 
eseapinjr  sliipwrecl;.,  however,  on  lier  j)assa<j;e  home, 
the  ship  haviiii:;  run  asliore  in  tlic  Straits  «)f  Belleisle, 
'  from  whicli,  ])y  the  skill  and  presence  of  mind  of  her 
connnandtr,  tlie  lion.  Captain  Rous  seconded  by  the 
exertions  and  perseveiance  of  the  crow,  she  was  with 
difficulty  extricated.  On  examination,  ai'ter*  her  ar- 
rival  in  Euiiland.  ol'  the  injury  slie  had  sustained  in 
her  keel  and  bottom,  it  was  deemed  marvellous  tliat  she 
had  escaped  founderinji;  on  the  passaire. 

The  insetion  of  a  marble  slab,  with  an  inscrij)- 
tion,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  .Montcalm,  within  the 
chapel  f»f  the  Ursnline  Convent,  by  Lord  Aylmer,  has 
'*■  previously  been  noticed.  His  Lordship  this  summer, 
shortly  belbre  his  de}»arture.  caused  to  be  erected  on 
the  Plains  of  Abraham,  at  his  own  expense,  a  truncated 
cuhunn  or  shaft,  on  a  frai^ineat  of  the  !i;ranite  boulder 
upon  which  Wolfe  breithed  his  lisC  lyii»ir  at,  or  very 
near  the  spot  where  he  I'ell. 

The  foliowinii;  is  an  extract  from  the' Quebec  Mer- 
cury, on  this  subject:  — 

MONTMENT    ON    THE    PLAINS    TO    THE     MEMORY    UF 

WOLFE. 

'•  The  last  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  the  Plains 
of  Abraham  was  aptly  chosen  as  tlic  d;iy  on  which 
the  names  of  the  heroes,  Wolfe  and  Montcalm, 
were   affixed    to  the  sarcophagus,  on  which  rests   the 

be  aiding  to  yon  the  ?aid  Archibald.  ?]:\rl  of  G  )sfurd,  in  the 
execntion  of  this  our  Commission  and  our  said  other  Commis- 
sion so  addressed  to  you  as  aforesaid. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  tliesc  our  Letters  to  be 
made  Patent.      Witness   Ourself,  at  Wesiniinsler,  this  first 
day  of  July,  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  roiga. 
By  Writ  of  i'rivy  Seal. 
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beautiful  obolii^k  raist'd  to  tlitir  Ikhioi"  duriiiLi  the 
government  of  the  Karl  ol'  Diilhousie.  The  return 
of  that  aiuiiversary  may  ])e  a])pr(>|)riatcd  to  a  Vjrief 
description  of  the  inonuiiiciit  lately  erected  by 
lieutenant  ;j;oneral  fjord  Ayliiicr.  Avliile  (Joyernor 
in  Chief  of  these  Provinces,  wliicli  completes  the 
scries  of  testimonials  offered  by  posterity  to  the  memory 
of  the  devoted  and  the  brave. 

"  The  first  and  most  imposin--  in  its  iippearance  of 
these  monuments,  is  the  obdisk  in  front  of  the  Govcr- 
nor's  garden,  so  generally  admired  for  its  symmetrical 
proportions.  It  is  a  tribute  common  to  both  of  the 
I'croes,  Avhosi'  names  it  bears.  T\w  secon<].  is  a  marble 
slab  placed,  ^\■ith  commeiulable  taste  and  feeling  by  liOrd 
Aylmer,  to  the  memoiy  of  Montcalm,  in  the  chapel  of 
the  IJrsuline  Convent,  within  the  precincts  of  which  he 
was  buried,  in  a  grave  partly  formed  by  the  bursting  of 
a  shell  during  the  previ(uis  seige.-!^  The  slab  has  this  in- 
scription, e<(ually  distinguished  by  truth  and  simplicity  : 

•  ilonneur 

a 

3I(>NTCALM  ! 

Le  destin  en  lui  derobant 
La  Vic  to  ire, 
L'a  r6comp(>nse  par 
Une  niort  glorieuse ! 
"  A  monument  to  Wolfe  on  the  spot  where *he  died 
w\is  alone  wanting.     The  exact  spot  was  known  but 
to  few,  while  the  interest  attached  to  it  was  increased 
by  the  lapse  of  time: — the  last  contemporary   of  the 
battle   was    no   more,   and   the   site    would   in   a  few 
years   have    become    a    subject   for   conjecture.       Al- 
though the  stone  which  liad  Ibrmed  his  death  couch, 
had   been   preserved   in    its   origl  lal   position,    it  had 

■  -■■■■■  '■  -  —  —  ....  ,  ,  

*  Very  fanciful  and  poetical,  but  nevertheless  a  fable.  No 
bombshell,  as  is  well  linovvn  and  pioveable,  fell  during  the 
seige  of  1759  UDon  the  Chapel  of  the  Ursuline  Convent,  but 
several  round  shot  passed  through  the  roof,  the  marks  whereof 
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been  sunk  bonoitli  the  surface,  in  ord.T  to  protect 
it  i'roui  pilgrims  wlio  came,  not  to  enricli  but  to  rob 
the  shriiie,  by  carrying-  away  as  relics  i)ieces  of  the 
rock,  hallowed  ])y  the  death  of  Wolfe.  These  con- 
siderations, it  i»«iy  be  iniatrined,  suLii:;ested  to  Lord 
Aylmer ;     the    de-i^n    of    erecting    a    Monument    on 

are  still  visible  from  within,  tlioii;?li  not  externally,  the  roof 
being  since  covered  with  tin.  A  bomb  foil  in  the  Choeur^  or 
place  where  the  nun3  assemble  for  divine  service,  the  maik  of 
which  also  is  visible,  but  this  is  a  separate  buihling  though 
adjoining  the  Cha[)el.  The  n-mains  of  General  Montcalm 
were  privately  interred  in  the  evening  of  the  day,  or  the  day 
after,  his  decease  from  a  wound  he  had  received  in  the  action 
on  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  (where  also  Wolfe  fell,)  in  a  grave 
dug  for  the  purpose  close  to  northermost  wall  of  the  Chapel, 
and  in  the  nor  h-vvestcrn  angle  of  it,  near  the  Altar,  a  few 
officers,  probably  of  the  general  stall'  in  garrison  at  the  mo- 
ment, and  his  Aides  de  Camp  being  present.  No  other 
body,  it  is  said,  had  been  interred  wltinn  ten  or  fifteen  feet 
from  the  spot  where  his  was  laid. — It  is  but  a  few  years 
since  an  old  lady  of  the  Ursulines  died,  who  when  a  young 
girl,  long  before  she  entered  the  Convent,  but  living  in  its 
vicinity,  had,  drawn  by  curiosity,  witnessed  the  interment 
and  retained  a  ])erfect  recollection  of  the  precise  spot  where 
the  remains  of  the  General  were  interred.  This  she  pointed 
out  to  my  venerable  and  esteemed  triend,  the  Reverend 
Thomas  Maguire,for  many  years  past  and  still,  Chaplain  to 
the  Ursulinc  Convent,  who  caused  the  ground  to  be  removed 
and  the  remains  of  a  human  frame  found  in  the  place  indicated 
to  be  exhumed,  which  he  has  do  doubt  from  the  information 
he  received  from  the  lady  alluded  to.and  others  of  her  contem- 
poraries whom  he  had  consulted,  were  those  of  the  General. 
The  coffin  had  entirely  disappeared.  The  bones,  with  the 
exception  of  the  skull,  crumbled  to  dust  on  exposure  to  the 
air.  He  has  caused  the  skull  to  be  cart  fully  enclosed  in  a 
glass  case,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Chaplain's  apartment 
in  the  Convent,  where  the  curious  in  relics  of  the  kind  may 
see  it,  by  waiting  on  the  worthy  Chaplain,  and  intimatiag  a 
wish  to  that  effect.  Mr.  Maguire,  in  opening  the  grave  ob- 
served that  it  was  isolated  from  other  spots  where  the  dead 
had  been  deposited,  the  ground  adjacent  for  several  feet, 
being  firm  and  compact,  and  such  as  to  produce  a  conviction 
that  it  never  had  been   disturbed. 

The  remains  of  Wolfe  were  eonreyed  to  England  in  the 
Royal  William,  of  84  guns,  and  landed  at  Portsmouth  on  the 
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this  spot  and  as  no  acourato  description  of  it  has 
yet  appeared,  and  as  the  spot  is  constantly  visited 
by  strangers,    the   following-    particulars,    which    may 

17lh  November,  1759.  There  are,  according  to  Mr.  Hawkins' 
Picture  of  Quebec,  (publislied  in  1845)  deposited  in  the  family 
vault  at  Greenwich,  which  that  gpntleman  states  he  visited 
in  1841,  being  permitted  by  the  surviving  branch  of  the 
family  to  enter  the  vault,  where  he  had  the  satisfaction 
of  laying  ou  the  cofFm  of  Wolfe,  a  wreath  of  laurel,  as  a 
tribute  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  tlie  departed  Hero. 

This  fable  of  the  inhumation  of  the  remains  of  GeneralMont- 
calm,  in  a  grave  made  in  the  Ursuline  Chapel  by  the  bursting 
of  a  bomb  shell,  remihds  meofthe  tale  of  murder,  and  retalia- 
tion, which  the  "  Chien  d'Or"  it  is  vulgarly  believed,  was 
intended  to  commemorate,  which, however, my  worthy  friend 
Jacques  Viger,  Esquire,  of  Montreal,  has,  Milh  indefatigable 
research  and  industry,  ascertained  by  the  most  incontestible 
evidence  to  be,  with  the  exception  of  the  unpremeditated 
homocide  of  Mr.  Philibcrt,  by  Mr.  Legnrdeur  de  Repentigny, 
in  a  moment  of  transport,  and  for  whicli  he  obtained  in  due 
form  letters  of  grace  and  pardon,  altogether  fabulous.  Mr. 
Viger's  antiquarian  and  interesting  researches  have  not  only 
stripped  the  tale  of  the  "  Chien  d'Or'"  of  its  charm  but  repre- 
sent the  unfortunate  homocide  of  Mr.  Philibert  in  its  true 
light,  and  rescue  the  numories  of  two  of  the  French  Intend- 
ants,  Messrs.  Higot  and  Begon,  from  the  imputation  of 
having  been  jirivy  to,  and  instigating  his  death.  He  exhibits 
even  the  letters  of  grace  and  pardon  to  Mr.  de  Repentigny  by 
the  King  of  France,  and  the  proceedings  thereupon  inthe 
Court  or  proper  jurisdiction  in  Canada,  verifying  the  mat- 
ters of  fact  upon  which  the  letters  were  granted,  and  upon 
which  his  pardon,  by  the  cntherinemcnt  of  those  letters,  be- 
came conclusive,  the  whole  developed  step  by  step  in  so 
clear  and  satisfactory  a  manner  by  Mr.  Viger,  as  to  demolish 
the  entire  fibric  of  fiction  to  which  the  untimely  death  of  Mr. 
Philibert,  and  the  has  relief  of  the  "Chien  d*Or''  still  over  the 
portal  of  the  house  in  Baude  street,  Quebec,  which  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  he  inhabited,  had  given  rise.  Mr.  Viger's 
demonstration  of  the  falsity  and  utter  groundlessness,  with 
the  exception  above  mentioned,  of  this  wide  spread  and  popu- 
lar tale,  IS  historically  so  interesting,  that  although  it  does 
not  properly  come  within  the  scope  of  this  work,  I  may,  ne- 
vertheless, be  pardoned  for  introducing  it  in  a  subsequent 
Stage,  in  vindication  of,  and  as  an  homage  to  historic  truth. 

SCi"For  Mr.  Viger's  Parliamentary  analysis,  see  the   end  of 
the  next  Chapter. 
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1)0  Jopendoil    upon   to   be   e»>rroL*t.    will    (l(iiil»tlo>.^   be 
intere^•ting  to  the  public. 

''  The  nionuniont  lately  erected  by  Lord  Ayliner,  then 
Governor  in  Cliief,  to  the  memory  of  Wolfe,  on  the  spot 
where  he  died,  is  situated  in  a  tield,  the  property  of 
Hammond  Gowen,  Ehj.,  between  tlie  house  of  C  Camp- 
bell, E  i((.,  and  the  race  course,  and  adjoining'  the  (Jntm/c 
Alice.  The  ground  necessary  for  the  site  was  presented 
by  Mr.  Gowan  to  his  Lordship  for  tlie  i>urposc  ;  and  the 
monument  is  distinctly  seen  from  the  road.  It  is  com- 
posed of  a  half  column  of  tin;  (V)rinthian  Order,  two 
feet  in  diameter,  and  about  nine  feet  in  lieight.  It  is 
executed  in  3Iuntreal,  marble,  and  shaped  from  a  single 
block.  Together  with  the  base  it  is  turned  and 
polished,  forming  a  beautiful  specimen  of  that  valu- 
able building  stone.  The  sub-plinth  is  of  chiselled 
stone  in  order  to  form  a  contrast ;  and  the  whole  is 
supported  on  a  pedestal  of  rocks,  formed  of  the 
boulders  of  granite  Ibiiud  on  the  neighboring  sur- 
face, in  a  conspicuous  part  of  which  pedestal  is 
placed  tlie  remaining  portion  of  the  actual  rock, 
on  which  W  olfe  was  supported  when  he  breathed 
his  last.  The  stones  are  strongly  connected  together 
embedded  in  the  solid  foundation  of  rock ;  and  un- 
less the  monument  should  be  intentionally  damaged, 
it  will  be  as  durab'c  as  the  fame  of  him  whose  name 
it  bears.  The  inscription,  which  is  deeply  cut  on 
the  column,  is  brief  and  emphatic,  containing  a  modest 
and  delicate  reference  to  that  upon  the  slab  in  honor  of 
Montcalm : — 
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HERE    DIED 

WOLFE, 

VICTORIOUS  ! 

"  The  work  does   great   credit 
Xavier  Malouin,   who  has  executed   it   in  a  very  able 
manner,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Blaicklock,  of  the 


to    the  mason,   Mr 
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lioy.'il  ]']n^iiieei'   Di'p.iitineut,  i'roiii  <'i  Je.-'ign  drawn  by 
Lord  Aylinor 


u  r\ 


The  spot  whore  AVolfe  roccivod  liis  third  and 
doatli  wound,  was  in  front  of  the  redoubts,  and  rising 
uround,  soniowliat  on  tlic  riiilit  and  in  advance  of 
tlic  nioMunicnt.  He  was  thence  borne  to  tlie  rear,  and 
supported  aJ^^'linst  a  rock  lyinu'  on  tlie  surface 


u 


In  a  small  tield,  tlie  property  of  the  late  ]Mr. 
Moorhead,  between  the  one  in  which  the  monument 
is  situated  and  the  property  of  Charles  Camjtbell,  Esq., 
about  fifty  yards  due  north  from  the  colunni,  imme- 
diately joining  the  fence,  may  be  i^ixn  the  remains 
of  the  well  whence  Wolfe  was  suj>plied  with  water, 
when  lying  faint  and  dying  on  the  spot  now  mark- 
ed by  the  column.  This  has  been  ever  since  known 
to*"  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  neigliborhood  as 
Wolfe's  Well,  but  in  conse([uence  of  a  horse  hav- 
ing been  drowned  in  it  about  four  years  ago,  it  was 
filled  up  with  rubbish,  to  the  grea  regret  of  many 
who  had  never  ceased  to  hold  it  in  hallowed  re- 
membrance. " 

This  monument,  it  is  proper  licre  to  observe,  hav- 
ing been  chipped  away  and  multilated  by  idle  and 
inconsiderate  visitors,  has  been  superseded  by  the 
more  elegant  structure  now  occupying  its  site,  raised 
in  1849  by  private  contributions  of  the  officers  of  the 
Army  serving  in  Canada,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Sir 
Benjamin  D' Urban,  connnanding  the  Forces  therein, 
who  suddenly  died,  universally  regretted,  at  Mon- 
treal, in  the  month  of  May  of  that  year,  before  the 
completion  of  this  column  to  the  memory  of  his  immor- 
tal fellow-countryman,  to  which  he  liad  largely  contri- 
buted. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

I'arliament  canvokod  — rumors  — Constitutional  Association 
ot'Qucl)«;c  address  the  (Jovernor — his  answer — speech — 
ap;cnt  in  Knj^hind — address  reliinnfj  to  .Mr.  Gale — answer — 
address  in  answer  to  the  speech — proposed  amendment  — 
Governor's  message  relatiajif  toarrears— address  of  the  As- 
sembly for  arrears  and  the  current  contingencies — answer- 
address  relating  to  the  Jesuits'  College  at  Quebec--answer— 
Mr.  Roebuck — address  relating  to  building  or  repairing 
churches-— answer--  niblic  accounts—instruction  to  stand- 
ing committee  of  grievances — Rifle  Corps  at  Montreal — 
Mr.  Justice  Kerr's  dismissal — ollVncc  taken  at  speech  of 
Lieutenant  Governor  [iSir  John  Ci>lbcrue]  of  Upper  Cana- 
da—its effect  in  Lower  Canada—public  accounts--state  of 
the  I'rovince--address  to  His  .Mnjesty—  accusaion  and  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Fletcher,  and  of  Judge  Thompson — 
comi)laint  against  Mr.  Justice  Bowen — against  Mr.  Felton, 
Mr.  Gugy,  and  others — Committee  on  Greivances  report 
concerning  British  House  of  Commons— report  of  a  special 
cnnmiiitec  relating  toihe  E.xeculivpgovernment"PostOflice 
Department— Mr.  Caldwell--Canada  tenures' act  bill  to  re- 
form the  Legislative  Council  by  rendering  it  elective — 
vote  of  thanks  to  Messers.  Viger  and  Morin — prorogation 
•--letter  of  Lord  Gosford  lo  the  Colonial  Minister. 

TllK  Earl  (»f  Gosford  lust  no  tiiiio  in  eonvokinij;  the 
Leii'islatiao,  which,  by  junclamation  hcarinsj:  dale  ord 
SepLCin))er,  was  suiiiinoned  for  the  despatch  ol'  busi- 
ness on  tlie  27th  October.  In  the  mean  time  11  is 
Excellency  assilluousiy  cultivated,  and,  as  many 
thought,  obseiiuiously  courted,  even  to  self  abase- 
ment, those  members  of  the  Assembly  who,  he  was 
informed  by  tliose  surrounding^  him  and  first  in  his  con- 
fidence, were  among  the  most  influential  in  the  body. 
Some  of  the  leading  men  in  the  district  of  Montreal, 
including  Messieurs  Papineau  and  Debart-iz,  visited 
him  immediately  after  his  arrival  at  Quebec,  probably 
to  sound  and  ascertain  his  views  on  public  matters. 
A  caucus  or  meeting  of  members  of  the  Assembly, 
and  other  notables,  was  held  about  the  same  time  at 
Three  Rivers,  to  determine  u].on  the  course  most 
proper    to    be    adopted   towartls    the    new    (lovernor, 

u 


m 


no 


find  in  pniiicular  tow.'inls  the  connnlssion  of  whicli 
he  was  \\iv.  oliicf.  Tlic  Vnncli  ]»;i]H'rs,  niul  the 
Vindieator  jmljlishcd  in  Knullsh,  in  >!()Jitreal,  by  Dr. 
E.  H.  0'Call;i*:han,  a  man  ol'  talents,  biit  an  ultra 
partizan,  wlio,  liavin^  .succeL'dtd  ])()ctor  Traey  as 
editor  of  that  pajior,  had  also  obtained  a  seat  in  the 
Asseud)ly,  held  out  tliat  no  l)usiness  would  be  enti'red 
upon  by  the  Assembly  until  a  sum  suflieient  lo  cover 
its  contingencies  were  advanced,  and  unconditionally, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  House.  It  aj)}  eared  also  to 
be  the  (h.'tcnnination  of  the  ieadini^  niendjers  oi'  the 
Asseniblv,  not  to  recoLiui/e  or  :ickno^vl('d^e  the  roni- 
jnissioncrs  nor  Commission  i»i  any  maimer,  as  they 
had  not  been  ajipointcd  under  j)arliamentary  authority 
but  by  the  Kind's  authoiity  solely  ! 

The  day  fixed  for  tlie  meetinu'  of  Parliament  was  at 
hand,  and  it  being  rumored  that  His  Kxeellency  would 
advance  '' t];e  contingencies,''  tlieConstitutioual  Associ- 
ntion  of  (Quebec  met  and  having  pas>ed  several  resolu- 
tions, prepared  also  an  address  to  the  (lovernor,  which, 

the  da v  before  the  oiKMiinu'  of  J\irliamcnt.  they  present- 

11-*  .'1 

ea  luin. 

It  represented  that  '•  the  petitioners,  as  well  for  them- 

selves  as  deputed  on  the  part  of  certain  iuh.abitants  of 

Lower  Canada  who  signed  divers  petitions  presented  to 

His  Majesty  and  botli  Houses  of  Parliament  during  its 

last  Session,  praying  to  be  protected  in  their  just  rights 

as  British  subjects,  have  lound    it    their  indispensable 

duty  most  liumbly  to  submit  to  Your  Excellency,  that 

still  suflfering  uiuler  the  grievances  and  abuses  of  which 

they  complained  in  the  said  petitions,  they  cannot  but 

entertain  a  lively  anxiety  that  their  condition  nuiy  in  no 

respect  be  lendered  worse, in  the  humble  expectation  that 

His  Majesty  and  Parliament,  after  having  afforded  them 

a  full  hearing,   will  extend  to  the  aforesaid  petitioners 

that  relief  which  they  therein  dutifully  implored. 
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'•  Y'our  iK'tltiouiTs  further  huiiiltly  represent  : — 

''  Tliat  it  is  the  ancient  and  uniloultted  ri'^ht  of 
Britisli  subjects'  net  to  be  comju'lled  to  contribute  to  the 
]>ublic  expenditure  otherwise  tlian  aeeordiiiii  to  tlie  pro- 
visions of  hiw. 

''That  by  Act  of  the  P,riti-«h  I»arllan>cnt,  Slfioo. 
III.,  cap.  1)1,  est:d)lishiiiL;'  {\w  (loverunient  (»f  tliis 
Province,  the  power  of  iiKikinu  laws  not  re})U'.Miant 
to  the  said  Act  is  vested  in  Ilis  Mm  jest  y  bv  and  with 
th(!  advice  and  consent  ef  the  Lt\i;islative  Council 
and  Assein))ly  of  the  said  Province  and  not  other- 
wise. 

'' Tliat  no  aj)plie  itii.)n  of  monies  leNiedtm  ih.e  su))- 
ject  in  this  J'rovitice  can  ])e  lawrullv  made,  unless  by 
Acts  made  and  consented  to  l»y  the  three  branches  of 
the  Legislature  constituted  by  the  s;iid  Act.  or  Ijy  virtue 
of  the  Kind's  la\vful  prcro!i:ative  over  the  revenues  tliat 
uiay  appertain  to  the  Crown,  or  by  laws  liavin^-  force  in 
this  Province. 

"That  the  claim  Mhieh  has  recently  }»een  insisted 
upon  by  the  House  of  /vssendily,  and  occasionally 
acted  upon  by  the  Le;j:islative  Council  to  obtain,  by 
separate  addresses  to  the  Governor,  advances  of  un- 
appropriated money,  under  the  plea  of  defraying 
contingent  expenses,  but  in  reality  cndjracing  the 
payment  of  salaries  or  allowances  not  legally  cstab- 
lislied,  and  more  particularly  as  respects  the  preten- 
sions of  tlie  Assendjly  for  expenses  not  incurred  or 
to  be  incurred  i'or  the  business  of  the  ^es.dou  of  that 
House,  is  altogether  unfounded  in  law,  unsupported 
by  parliamentary  usage,  and  subversive  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  IJritish  sul)jects. 

"  That  among  the  various  in>tances  in  which  this 
claim  has  been  set  up,  none  is  more  calculated  to 
produce  alarm  in  the  minds  of  His  .Majesty's  sub- 
jects than  the  encouriigement  held  out  by  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Assendjly,  of  the  21st  February,  1834, 
to    the   supporters    of  the    m.  jority  in    that    bod}'    to 
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plcd^t!  tluTciii  1('II'Km'(m1  of  llio  |iiil>li(!  i'liiids  of  tlio 
Province  lor  llio  rcir.ilMirscincnt  of  tli(!  cxpoiisoH  to 
l»c  iiKMurcil  })>'  such  coiimiiltccs  in  fmthciiiiir  their 
views,  which  |>rueciMliii;^  is  ojh'ii  iisurjt  itioii  of  powers 
not  em.ren'eil  on  the  Asseinljly  l)y  the  law 'ami  Oon- 
stitiitioii  of  the  I'roviiiee,  is  (h'stnietive  of  onh'r  and 
u;oveniiiiciit,  and  .^uhversive  of  the  rights  and  lihertics 
of  His  ,'Maje>ty'.s  suhj»'(!ts  llierein. 


((  'I' 


Thit    in    the    present   state  <if    the  rejiresentallo 
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in  tlie  llonso  of  Assi'Uihlv,  vlierein  those  who  con- 
tribute  a  very  lar:^e  j>nt[»»»rtion  of  the  Provincial 
vevcMuic  are  not  represented,  and  tlie  majority  of  its 
memhers  arc  elected  l>y  p"(>plo  claimin;^'  a  nati(»nality 
distinct  from  the  rest  of  His  ^Majesty's  sultjeet.s,  and 
aetini::  under  tiie  influence  of  ]>rejudiecs  and  feehni's 
hostile  to  those  (»f  other  u.itional  ori^jiins,  the  power 
claimed  by  the  House  of  Assemldy  (4'  dispn«;iiig  of 
public  mojiey  wit!u)ut  the  consent  oi'  tlic  whole  Le- 
gislature, cuju'^*^  be  expected  to  bo  cxereisod  for  the 
common  welfare  of  all  His  Majesty's  f«ul)ject.s  i)i  this 
Province,  but  rather  in  furtlK^ranee  of  hostility  to 
numerous  classes  ot  their  fellow-citizens,  and  for  the 
reward  of  unprincipled  and  corriii>t  parti/zms  and  sup- 
porters, whereby  the  danger  to  the  ri^';hts  and  liberties 
of  tlie  subjec't  is  ro,ndercd  imminent. 

'^  That  one  of  tlie  great  advantages  of  an  elec- 
tive branch  of  the  Legislature,  is  the  check  which 
ought  to  result  therefrom  on  profuse  and  unnecessary 
expenditure  of  public  money  on  the  part  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive officers,  but  that  this  check  would  become 
altogether  unavailing  if  the  Assembly  were  to  obtain 
the  distribution  of  jniblic  uKmey  among  themselves, 
or  parsons  of  their  own  choice,  without  the  consent  of 
the  other  branches,  and  tlie  subject  be  thus  left  w'itliout 
sufficient  security  against  rapacity,  corruption  and 
tyranny. 
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'•  Yi)nr  |M'tili(>ii('rs  tfHMoforo  lunst  Immlilx  i>r;iy 
t1i.it  \n\iv  I'iXct'lU'Hf  V  would  In'  |il«';i.stMl  to  trdi;  tlio 
prciiii'os  into  your  i'avor.ildc  cousidcration.  inul  cx- 
toiiil  t<»  your  jK'titiontTs  lnTciu  tin*  jn'otcctiou  of  tlicir 
3Iost  (Jracious  Sovi-roign  ;  auJ  your  |>'jtitiMiu'n'  as  in 
duty  biMind.  will  «'v*'r  pr.jy.  " 

To  wliicli  His  FiXccj  fucy  rcplifd  :  — 

"  (iKNTi.KMKN, —  I  rcccivi*  thi>i  Addn  r<  with  all 
tlu»  consideration  which  is  due  to  the  character  of 
tlic  wealthy,  inthuntiid  an<l  enliuhtened  irvMitK'incn  l)y 
wIkuii  it  is  ))rouLdit  Ih  lore  nio.  and  to  the  value  and 
iisef'u!neM.s  in  tlic  Colony  nt'  tlM'-e  who.t;  wishes  it  pur- 
]>ort>  to  convt'V. 

"  But  as  Nvithiu  twciily-f'our  iiours,  my  cnirso 
npoji  the  matter,  to  whieh  your  j)rtition  refers,  must 
be  (Uclired  to  llie  [iCLrishiture.  I  eannot  think  that 
any  ^ond  end  could  he  gained,  by  antieipatint;  the 
announcemenr.  [  will  only  «t.ite  tliat  I  am  furnished 
with  precise  instruotions  (»n  the  subject  fnun  !Iis 
Majesty's  Go\'crnmcnt.  whose  motives,  I  bet;  you  to 
]»c  assured,  arc  ^'uidod  by  the  sole  <lesire  of  advancing 
the  haj)piuess  andwellarc  ol'all  classes  of  His  Majesty's 
Canadi.ni  su})jects." 

'J'he  Session  was  opened  on  the  27th  Uetob(!r,  witli 
the  folhv.viiig  speech  froiu  th.^  ihrono  ]»y  His  l']x(;cl- 
loncy  :— 

(jCnf/rnini  of  tilt  Jjr(j'n<hit'lV('  ('inmcif, 

GcHtlt'iiun  of  tlic  Ifouiif  of  Asfifinhlj, 

"  It  is  in  no  ordinary  circutnstancc  th:»t  I  meet  you. 
and  conse(pumces  of  vast  importance  depend  on  the 
impression  you  mny  receive  from  my  words.  J)is- 
aonsions  have  almost  arrested  the  course  of  Government. 
The  supplies  rcrpiircd  fi»r  carrying  into  execution  the 
laws  by  which  socic^ty  is  held  touetlier.  have  now  for  a 
eouMderablc  ])eriod  been  withhehl. 

The    most    undent    nnd    conilictini'    statements    of 
n\UJicrous   grievances    ])"    adverse    parties.    h;ive   been 


! 
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borne  to  tlic  Tlirouc  of  His  ^Miijesty;  but  accompanied 
witb  t;xpre^:^:ions  of  tm  approlioni^ion  tliat  the  Minii?- 
ters  of  the  Crown  miulit  not  liavc  that  practical  and 
local  knowlcdoc  of  the  Province,  which  is  necessary 
for  the  discernment  of  the  most  apjiropriatc  reme- 
dies. I  am  sent  amongst  yon  therefore,  not  only  as 
your  Governor,  but  as  the  he:;d  of  a  Commission  npon 
which  the  task  is  imposed,  of  cnf|uirini^  fii'ly.  5*nd  ii})on 
the  .spot,  into  the  complaints  which  have  been  made ; 
and  of  offering  to  the  King,  and  to  the  Councils  by 
which  the  Throne  is  surroundc<],  the  deliberate  conclu- 
sions of  the  Commissioners. 

"  There  arc  some  cases  in  which  the  Kxecutive 
povv'cr  of  tlic  (Jovernment  will  of  itselC  be  siillicient 
to  supply  a  remedy ;  in  others,  though  he  cannot 
act  by  himself,  yet  with  the  help  of  one  or  b.ith 
branches  of  tlie  Provir.cial  Legislature,  he  may  eirec- 
tually  acvJom])lisii  whtit  is  required  ;  there  are  others 
in  which  the  laws  and  institutions  of  the  United 
Kingdom  make  it  im])Ossible  for  us,  without  the  enact- 
ments or  sanction  of  the  authorities  in  Enuland,  to 
effect  what  is  asked  ;  so  that  if  we  were  to  act,  we  should 
be  acting  unhnvfully  ;  if  we  were  to  make  laws,  tln^y 
would  be  binding  upon  no  one. 

"  If  these  distinctions  arc  borne  in  mind  wiiilst  I 
Btatc  to  you  the  commands  1  have  received  from 
His  Majesty,  and  the  po'icy  to  which  I  shall  adhere, 
I  am  confident  t'.iat  I  shall  satisfy  all  impartial  minds 
of  the  mjtgn'.inimity  ai]d  wisdom  Avith  which  His 
Majcst}^  has  listened  to  your  complaints;  of  the  re- 
solution which  has  been  tidvcu  to  redress  every 
grievance  under  "\\liicli  any  class  of  His  Majesty's 
Canadian  subjects  may  hJjor,  and  of  my  determina- 
tion to  do  all  of  which  1  am  capable,  in  giving  effect 
to  these  generous  and  vrise  intentions.  As  Gover- 
nor, I  will  execute  with  alacrity,  impartiality,  and 
firnmess,  wliatever  I  am  competent  to  do  of  myself; 
as  head  of  tlie  Provincial  Legislature,  I  will  zealously 
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co-opcnitc  witli  its  other  lueniljeis  in  tlic  redress  of 
every  evil  they  may  find  oceasion  to  cor.ect ;  as 
Conimissioiier,  I  pledge  myself  that  a  pronipt,  but 
careful  examination  Avill  be  made  oi  tliosc  still 
weiyjhtier  matters  -which  depend  upon  the  hiphent 
powers  of  the  Kmpire  ;  and  that  iiaviuLi-  \vith  the 
most  anxious  thought  and  solenwi  deliberation,  ar- 
rived at  our  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  will 
state  them  v/ith  an  earnestness  of  purpose,  calculated 
to  pjivc  additional  lorco  to  the  authority  'wliich  they 
onght  to  derive  from  liavinu'  been  deemed  worthy  of  so 
grave  a  charge. 

"  In  "what  I  shall  now  prot.-ced  to  communicate,  it 
is  not  my  design,  nor  am  I  authitrised  by  His  Ma- 
jesty, to  cond'.  nm  or  applaud  generally  the  conduct 
of  any  one ;  the  abatenient  of  dissensions,  and  the 
conciliation  of  adverse  parties,  are  the  objects  at 
which  1  aim  ;  the  good  will  of  the  Canadians  of  all 
ranks  and  classes  ;  the  conlidence  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  tlic  respect  of  all  branches  and 
mend^ers  of  the  (Jovernment  are  what  I  ardently 
desire  to  earn  and  to  retain,  and  in  this  T  hope  to 
succeed,  because  1  im  conscious  that  my  intentions 
deserve  it.  With  as  imich  freedom  from  fear  or  favor 
as  I  have  promised  to  act,  I  will  nov;  spenk  of  the  things 
of  v>-hich  you  have  complained,  and  of  the  remedies 
wl'.ich  1  liopo  to  see  applied. 

"  It  is  alhrmed  that  the  French  origin  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  iidiabitants  of  J^ower  C^mada  has  been 
made  a  pretext  for  excluding  them  from  otRce  and 
employment,  and  for  retaining  them  in  a  state  of 
political  inferioritv.  I  disclaim,  on  the  part  of  His 
.Majesty  and  of  the  British  people,  so  ungenerous  a 
inotivc.  Having  long  ago  become  a  part  of  the 
tamily  of  British  subjects,  our  constitution  recognises 
nothing,  as  a  mark  of  disfavor,  v.diich  may  denote 
tlie  estrangement  of  their  ancestors  in  a  former 
century.     It  regards   nothing  in   the    present   genera- 
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•time  Jirtcrw.irds  an  exclusion  of  i!s  prior  inliabit:nits 
from  oificos  of  uovci'nmcnt,  and  the  bias  unavoida- 
bly ro!-eived  in;iy  in  some  decree  luive  inilucnccd, 
even  to  the  present  d;iy  the  course  of  affairs. 
Neither  is  it  possible,  iii  the  distribution  of  political 
offices  at  any  time,  or  in  any  circumstances,  to  be 
guided  entirely  ])y  a  r(  fcrcnco  to  tlie  number  of  in- 
dividuals v.ho  m;iy  be  comprised  in  this  or  in  tliat 
class.  IJnt  I  assure  you  tli.it  in  this  rc.sp;^ct,  my 
instructions  enjoin  upon  me  the  utmost  impartiality, 
and  an  entire  disrt^2;.trd  of  distinctions  derived  from 
diflcrenco  of  oriij^in.  l^^itness  f(»r  tin;  trust  is  the 
criteri(»n  to  wliich  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  I  am  to 
Icok, — and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  avow  the  o}»ir.:on, 
that  in  every  country,  to  1)0  acceptable  to  the  great 
body  of  the  peo]»lc.  is  one  of  the  most  essential  elements 
of  iiiness  for  public  station. 

"  So  tireat  is  (he  solicitad-'  ofilis  ^laiesty  to  take 
the  most  effectual  seeuritv  ."li-.iinst  the  occurrence  of 
any  abuse  in  the  distribution  of  His  patronage,  that 
He  has  commanded  the  adoi)tion  of  arrangements 
designed  to  elicit  u  far  more  pariicular  account  than 
heretofore,  ot  the  exercise  of  this  part  of  His  dele- 
gated authority  in  Lower  ('anada  ;  and  lie  has  been 
iurther  pleased  to  direct  that  all  otHces  in  His  gift,  of 
wliieh  the  emoluments  shall  exceed  a  stated  sum.  shall 
n  t  be  granted,  except  untler  the  public  seal  of  the  Prc- 
yiuee,  in  pursuance  of  warrants  to  be  issued  for  *hat 
purpose  by  ilis  Majesty. 

"  Complaint  is  also  made  that  incompatible  offices 
are  in  some  cases  lield  by  the  same  person.  In 
whatsoever  degree  this  grievance  may  be  found  to 
exist,  His  Majesty  has  signified  to  me  his  expecta- 
tion that  it  should  be  completely  remedied.  Com- 
mencing with  the  highest,   1  have  formed  the   opinion 
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thiit  it  is  neither  ri^ht  nor  consistent  with  the  whole- 
some separation  and  independence  of  the  principal 
bodies  of  the  Governineiit,  and  with  the  dignity  of  their 
members,  that  out  of  the  limited  number  of  Execu- 
tive Councillors  in  this  Province,  several  should  hold 
offices  under  the  Leirislative  Council  and  House  of 
Assembly.  I  desire,  however,  that  it  may  be  under- 
stood that  no  dissatisfaction  with  tlie  conduct  of  the 
members  of  the  Kxecutivc  Council,  nor  any  mark 
whatever  of  His  j\[ajesty's  disfjleasure  is  intended  to 
be  conveyed.  The  immediate  retirement  of  tliosc 
gentlemen  who  prefer  to  retain  their  appointments 
under  tlijp  Legislative  body,  might  emb;;.-rass  or  in- 
t(n-rupt  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  but 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  impart  to  thetn  the  conclusion 
to  which  my  mind  had  come :  I  shall  communicate 
the  same  o}»inion  to  the  proper  authorities  at  home, 
and  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  as  soon  as  their  places 
can  be  supplied,  according  to  the  forms  prescribed 
by  law,  effect  will  be  given  to  the  wish  they  have 
expressed  to  rclimjuish  their  seats  in  the  Executive 
Council.  My  view\s  are  not  limited  to  these  cases. 
No  union  of  incompatible  or  incongruous  offices 
will  be  willingly  acquiesced  in  by  me :  but  I  wish 
to  be  understood  as  speaking  of  offices  of  which  the 
duties  cannot  conveniently  or  with  propriety  be  dis- 
charged by  the  same  person.  In  some  instances, 
the  division  of  offices  is  merely  nominal,  and  the  du- 
ties are  more  conveniently  discharged  by  one  person, 
than  they  could  be  by  two.  In  other  instances,  the 
salary  of  the  office  is  so  smi.ll,  or  its  duties  so  seldom 
called  for,  that  without  a  union  with  some  other, 
the  employment  could  only  be  m;ale  acceptable  to  a 
oonipetent  person  by  an  increase  of  emolument. 

''It  is  stated  as  a  t;rievance  that  the  Government 
has  at  various  times  refused  to  give  the  Legislature 
access  to  accounts,  and  other  documents,  which  were 
necessary   for    the    prosecution    of   its    enquiries,    and 
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that  tlie  Kxecutivc  ha«  not  in  all  cases  communicated 
when  re({uested,  the  despatches  which  have  passed 
between  the  Colonial  Department  and  the  local 
Government.  Ilis  Majesty's  Government  fears  that 
the  Assembly  may  have  been  exposed  to  some  in- 
convenience from  this  source.  The  rule  which  I  am 
instructed  to  I'oUow,  is  a  freedom  from  all  unneces- 
sary reserve ;  I  am  commanded  to  withhold  no  in- 
formation from  the  I'rovincial  Legislature  which  can 
be  communciatcd  without  a  violation  of  confidence, 
of  special  detriment  to  the  public  service ;  and  in 
particular,  I  am  to  offer  you  the  fullest  assistance  in 
investigating  every  thing  connected  with  tlft;  revenue 
and  with  finance. — There  is  scarcely  any  document 
wi'^hin  the  power  of  tlie  Government,  which  it  will 
not  always  be  willing  to  lay  before  you,  except  those 
confidential  communications  with  the  authorities  at 
home,  or  with  its  own  officers  here,  which,  it  is  ob- 
vious could  not  be  made  public  in  all  cases  and  at 
fill  seasons,  without  extreme  inconvenience.  As  an 
earnest  of  the  sincerity  of  those  intentions,  I  have 
given  directions  that  a  copy  of  the  annual  return, 
generally  known  as  the  Blue  Book,  should  in  future 
be  presented  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislatui-c ;  and 
since  correct  inlbrmation  on  the  statistics  of  the  Pro- 
vince is  an  object  of  general  importance,  I  invite 
your  assistance  in  rendering  all  returns  of  this  nature 
as  accurate  .nd  as  comprehensive  as  possible. 

"  The  too  fre((uent  reservation  of  bills  for  the  sig- 
nification of  Ilis  Majesty's  pleasure,  and  the  delay 
in  communicating  the  King's  decision  upon  lliem,  is 
a  grievance  of  wdiicli  His  Majesty's  Govern  aent  are 
solicitous  to  prevent  the  recurrence.  I  shall  con- 
sider the  power  of  reserving  bills  as  a  right  to  be 
employed  not  without  much  caution,  nor  except  on 
some  evident  n  cessity.  His  Majesty's  Government 
also  undertake,  on  their  nart,  to  bestow  the  most 
prompt    attention    on   every  (|ueston    of   this   nature, 
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which  may  be  ])ro\i;j;ht  luulfr  their  iiMtico  ;  and  oh- 
pecially,  that  no  measure  having-  for  its  object  the 
institution,  in  tlie  Proviiic<\s,  of  any  ColloLres  or 
Schools  for  the  advanceniont  of  C'hristian  knowledge 
or  sound  learning,  shall  hereafter  })e  unneces.-.arily  de- 
ferred, 

"  Connected  with  this  subject,  is  the  lapse  of  time 
which,  it  is  stated,  has  on  various  occasions,  occur- 
red in  conveying  to  the  Legislature  His  Majesty's 
answers  to  their  addres.-es.  It  is  very  possible  that 
delays  which  all  would  regret,  may  have  tak<Mt  place ; 
in  some  instances,  ])erhaps,  occasioned  or  })i'olonged 
by  circumstances  which  no  activity  or  zeal  in  Jlis 
Majesty's  service  could  have  obviated  ;  but  His  ^la- 
jesty  takes  so  deep,  and  if  I  may  use  the  expression, 
so  personal  an  interest  in  the  affairs  (~>f  this  country, 
that  His  i\Huisters  have  received  the  mo.>t  un(|uali- 
fied  commands  to  lay  before  His  Majesty,  immediately 
ou  its  arrival  in  Kugiand,  every  communication 
which  either  branch  of  the  Legislature  may  address 
to  tlie  Throne,  and  to  see  that  His  Majesty's  answer 
be  conveyed  to  the  Province  with  the  utmost  possil^le 
despatch. 

'^  There  liave  been  several  complaints  of  other 
matters ;  such  as  of  the  undue  preference  of  the 
English  to  the  French  language  ;  of  im})roperly 
calling  on  the  judges  for  extra  judicial  opinions  ou 
matters  which  might  subse(juently  come  before  them 
for  decision ;  of  an  interference  in  the  elections  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  of  other 
matters  on  which  I  should  scarc(>ly  have  tliought  it 
necessary  to  make  any  s])ecial  observations,  because 
I  can  assure  you,  generally,  arid  without  reservation, 
that  any  course  of  government  liable  to  such  impu- 
tations would  be  marked  by  the  displeasure  of  His 
Majesty,  and  becau.se  I  rely  upon  your  giving  me  so 
much  of  your  confidence  as  not  to  suppose  before  hand 
that  I  should  subject  myself  in  these  respects  to  any  just 
reproach. 
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"  With  respect,  however,  to  any  undue  partiality 
to  tlie  Knu'lisli  l.uigu.'igc,  it  may  not  be  superfluous 
to  apprise  you  more  explicitly  that  His  Majesty 
disapproves,  and  is  desirous  to  discourage  and  pre- 
vent the  adoption  rtf  any  practice  which  would  de- 
prive either  class  of  his  subjects  of  the  use,  in  their 
official  acts,  of  that  toiiuue  with  which  early  habits 
and  education  may  have  rendered  them  most  familiar  ; 
and  that  if  you  should  deiuu  requisite  to  pass  a  law, 
for  securing  ))oth  the  English  and  French  inhabitants 
of  this  Province  against  any  disadvantage  arising 
from  an  undue  preference  to  either  language,  t 
should  be  prepared  willingly  to  assent  to  the  mea- 
sure. 

"It  has  been  represented  as  another  grievance 
that  exorbit:int  fees  Jiave  been  charged  in  some  of 
the  public  offices.  I  have  not  yet  been  sufficiently 
long  in  the  Province  to  liave  obtained  accurate 
information  on  this  subject ;  but  1  am  willing  to  con- 
cur with  you  in  a  revision  of  the  fees  of  every  office 
in  the  Province,  and  in  tlie  appointment,  should  you 
think  it  expedient,  of  a  commission  of  enquiry  for 
that  purpose.  His  Majesty  has  no  wish  on  the 
subject,  but  that  the  renumeration  of  all  public  officers, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  should  be  so  regulated 
as  to  provide  for  the  efficic^nt  discharge  of  the  public 
service, — an  object  which  cannot  effectually  be  secured 
without  a  fair  remuneration  to  the  persons  employed  by 
the  public. 

''  J  will  readily  co-operate,  if  it  be  desired,  with  a 
Committee  of  both  Houses,  or  of  either  House,  in  an 
enquiry  not  only  into,  certain  rules  of  practice, 
made  by  the  Courts  of  Law,"}  which,  it  has  been 
stated  in  addresses  to  the  Throne,  have  exceeded  the 
just  authority  of  the  Judges,  but  also  into  the  prac- 
tice and  proceedings  of  the  superior  tribunals,  with 
a  view  to  rendering  them  more  prompt  and  method, 
ical,    and    less    expensive.       I    apprehend,    however 
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that  after  such  an  enquiry,  it  niiLriit  not  t)e  in 
power  of  the  Govrrnor  alone  to  aj)ply  any  (.'ffectuul  re^ 
medy  ;  and  that  T  should  rc(juiro  the  Ci^neurrenec  of 
both  branehes  of  the  Provincial  Legif^latu'-e  iji  patisiug 
an  act  for  the  purpose. 

"  The  Clergy  llcserves  are  anionic'  the  most  exten- 
sive of  the  subjects  adverted  to  in  the  cor.: plaints 
from  the  Province.  The  whole  (piestion,  with  a 
draft  of  a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  all 
parties,  has  been  already  submitted  to  the  decision 
of  the  Legislature,  but  was  lost,  apparently  by  some 
misapprehension  of  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's 
government.  As  the  best  means  of  removing  this 
misapprehension,  I  shall  cause  .to  be  communicated 
without  delay,  copies  of  the  Earl  of  Ripon's  des- 
patches on  this  subject  :  and  I  invite  you  to  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  proposals  which  tlu^y  con- 
tain. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  JJovse  of  Asscmhlt/, 

'*  To  both  branches  of  tlie  Legislature  I  am  au- 
thorized to  offer  my  warrants  for  the  i)ayment  of 
their  contingent  expenses.  I  have  received  the 
commands  of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  to  acquaint 
you  that  His  Majesty  is  disposed  to  place  under  the 
control  of  tlie  Representatives  of  the  people  all  pub- 
lic monies  payable  to  His  Majesty  or  to  His  Officers, 
in  this  Province,  whether  arising  from  taxes  or  from 
any  other  Canadian  source,  but  that  this  cession  can- 
not be  made  except  on  conditions  which  must  be 
most  maturely  weighed,  and  that  to  arrange  such 
conditions  for  your  consideration,  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal objects  of  the  Commission  with  which  it  has 
pleased  His  Majesty  to  charge  myself  and  my  col- 
leagues. 

Our  enquiries  into  this  subject  shall  be  pursued 
with  unceasing  diligence,  and  the  result  shall  be  sub- 
mitted   with    all    practical    speed    to    His    Majesty's 
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government,  ami  T  hope,  in  a  ?e>si<(n  to  be  holden 
in  the  ensiling-  year,  I  sliall  })C  able  to  lay  before  you 
proposals  for  a  satisfactory  and  conclusive  arrange- 
ment . 

**  I  have  desired  that  the  accounts  wliich  are  ne- 
cessary to  show  the  financial  state  of  the  Province, 
with  an  estimate  for  the  current  year,  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  you  as  soon  as  possible,  and  every  expla- 
nation respecting  them,  which  it  may  be  in  my 
power  to  atlbrd,  shall  be  furnished  without  reserve. 
The  accounts  show  the  lar^e  arrears  that  are  now 
due  for  salaries  to  public  othcers,  and  for  the  other 
ordinary  expenditure  of  the  (jJovernment,  and  I  ear- 
nestly request  of  you  to  pass  such  votes  as  may  effect 
the  liquidation  of  these  arrears,  and  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  servants,  pending  the 
enquiry  by  the  Commissioners  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded. 

"  Should  you  place  the  Government  in  this  posi- 
tion, I  am  authorized  to  engage  tliat  no  part  of  the 
surplus  proceeds  of  the  Crown  Revenues  which  may 
accrue  beyond  the  charges  to  which  they  are  at  present 
permanently,  liable,  shall,  in  the  interval  of  the  Com- 
missioners' encjuiry  be  applied  to  any  i)urpose  whatever, 
unless  with  your  assent, 

"As  connected  with  the  subject  of  arrears,  I  am 
further  commanded  to  ask  of  you  the  repayment  to 
the  military  chest,  of  the  sums  advanced  under  the 
sanction  of  His  Majesty's  government  to  meet  the 
pressing  exigencies  of  the  public  service.  This 
advance  was  exclusively  made  from  British  funds, 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  any  undue  interference 
with  the  revenue  falling  under  the  control  of  the 
Assembly,  and  with  a  strong  persuasion  that  it  would 
not  prejudice  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  any  of 
the  (|uestions  at  issue  between  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment and  the  House  of  Assembly.  However  the 
measure    may    have    been    subsetjuently    understood, 
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Hiicli  were  the  fooliiifj^s  with  wliieh  it  was  {uloptod. 
It  is  obvious  that  this  application  doos  not  call  on 
you  to  grant  the  smallest  amount  more  than  would 
have  boon  re(juired  if  tlioro  had  boon  no  advance. 
His  Miijosty  thcrofore  hopt;s,  that  an  issue  made  in 
reliance  on  the  just  and  liberal  foelin«;s  of  the  House 
of  Assenjbly,  and  dosionod  lor  no  other  purpose  than 
to  prevent  a  highly  inconvenient  interruption  of  the 
general  business  of  the  Province,  will  be  cheerfully 
repaid. 

"  In  the  absence  of  any  legal  ])rovision  for  the 
purpose,  I  took  on  myself  the  responsibility  of  continu- 
ing the  Quarantine  Establishment,  at  G rosso  Isle,  on 
tlie  same  footing  as  1  found  it,  relying  on  your  liberality 
to  nuike  good  an  expenditure  thus  incurred,  solely  for 
the  public  advantage. 

"  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  Establishment  was 
closed  at  an  earlier  period  than  usual,  in  conse- 
(juence  of  there  liaving  been,  for  several  weeks  pre- 
viously, no  sick  of  any  description  in  the  Hospital. 
I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  suggest  to  you 
the  expediency  of  indenmii'ying  the  proprietor  of 
the  Island,  for  its  past  occupation  in  the  public  service, 
and  of  enabling  the  Government  to  obtain  possession  of 
it,  should  the  contiimance,  there,  of  a  Quarantine  Sta- 
tion be  deemed  advisable. 

''  I  have  to  announce  that  the  suit  instituted  by 
the  Crown  against  the  last  llecoiver  General  for  re- 
payment of  the  debt  due  to  the  I'rovince  has  been 
brought  to  a  termination,  which  makes  the  estate  of 
the  defendant  applicable  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
demands  of  the  Province.  I  may  also  announce  to 
you  that  the  party  against  whom  the  adjudgment  has 
been  given,  has  come  to  the  determination  to  relinquish 
his  seat  in  the  Jjegislature  of  the  Province,  and  to 
abstain  from  the  exorcise  of  all  rights  and  privileges  at- 
tached to  it. 
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"  Gentlemen  of  the  Legishitive  Council, 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assenihh/, 

"  Tn  requesting  your  attention  to  ssucli  useful  Sta- 
tutes as  niny  liuvo  recently  expiretl,  I  be^  to  recom- 
mend to  your  hiore  immediate  notice,  one,  the  ex- 
piration of  which  has  affected  the  system  of  strict 
reciprocity  requisite  to  be  maintained  in  our  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  the  United  State. — I  allude 
to  the  Act  passed  in  the  4th  year  of  the  llei^j^n  of 
His  present  Majesty,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  continue 
for  a  limited  time,  and  to  amend  certain  Acts  there- 
in mentioned,  relatinp;  to  the  collection  of  the 
Revenue  at  the  several  inland  ports  of  the  Pro- 
vince." I  would  also  recommend  to  your  considera- 
tion the  whole  (question  of  prisons,  and  prison  dis- 
cipline, and  the  expediency  of  adopting  some  more  ef- 
fectual methods  than  at  present  exist,  for  repressing 
crime,  which,  I  regret  to  say,  appears  to  be  on  the  in- 
crease in  the  Province. 

"  Of  the  Commission  of  which  I  have  spoken  to 
you,  it  will  be  the  first  and  most  urgent  duty  to  pre- 
pare with  deliberation  and  the  utmost  care,  and  yet 
without  delay,  the  heads  of  a  Bill  for  the  giving  up 
to  the  appropriation  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  hereditary  revenue,  and  to  pre- 
pare it  in  'such  a  form  that  it  may  be  acceptable  to 
the  various  authorities,  whose  sanction  it  may  re- 
quire, or  under  whose  cognisance  it  may  come.  In 
what  form  precisely  this  important  concession  may 
be  finally  made,  it  would  now  be  out  of  place  to 
discuss  ;  but  it  will  be  necessary  that  two  points 
should  be  secured, — First,  that  the  management 
of  the  sources  of  that  revenue  of  which  the  pro- 
ceeds Tire  to  be  appropriated  by  the  House  of 
Assembly,  should  be  reserved  to  Ofl&cers  of  the 
Crown,  whose  accounts  will  be  open  to  the  inspection 
of  the   Legislature  of  the   Province.     Secondly,  that 
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Executive   ^ovcrniuei 

Judges  l)y  an  ade(|uat4^  civil  list. 

''  The  much  a;::itatod  <(ucstions  rcspoctinix  the 
tcnurcH  of  land  and  the  ro<_'istry  of  titles,  and  all  the 
complicated  considerations  conntn-tcd  therewith,  will 
also  form  a  subject  for  the  review  of  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  and  they  are  directed  to  make  a  complete 
inveati«j;ation  of  the  conflicting  claims  ot  the  Crown 
and  of  the  Seminary  of  fet.  Sul})ice,  within  the 
Seijj^iory  of  JMontreal — what  constitution  and  course 
of  proceeding  would  be  most  advantageous  for  the 
Executive  Council — what  system  for  the  <;eneral 
education  of  the  ])eople — ho\r  the  collection  and 
apportionment  between  the  two  I'rovinces  ol'  the 
duties  of  Customs,  levied  within  the  waters  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  may  be  best  arran«2;ed,  and  what 
principal  ouj^ht  hereafter  to  be  taken  as  a  f^uide  in 
granting  or  refusing  to  companies  or  associations  any 
powers  to  be  exercised,  or  privileges  or  capacities 
to  be  enjoyed  within  the  Province,  are  als*  (juestious 
on  which  the  Commissioners  must  report  to  the 
Crown. 

"  There  are  still  graver  matters  which  have  been 
made  the  grounds  of  petition  to  His  Majesty,  and 
respecting  which  the  Commissioners  are  not  pre- 
cluded from  entering  into  an  enquiry.  But  it  would 
be  painful  to  speak  here  of  disvsentiou  between 
the  two .  Legislative  bodies  whom  I  address,  or  to  re- 
capitulate the  faults  which  have  been  found  witL  the 
constitution  of  either  body  by  the  other.  Let  ;iie 
invite  you  rather  to  follow  that  example  of  forbear- 
ance, moderation,  and  mutual  respect,  which,  not- 
withstanding their  diflferences  of  opinion,  has  been 
recently  exhibited  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament.  The  moment,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
is  a  great  opportunity  for  good  or  for  evil.  Let  me 
entreat  of  you — that   it   may   not   be  lost  or  thrown 
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fiway.     Tiower  Caiiadi  is  tlividtMl  })y  two  parties,   and 
each    of  tli(!m    appears   t«»    l»e   aLfitatcd    l»y    appnilion- 
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Canadiaii.s  of  French  (»ri;:;iii  I  wouUl  say,  do  not  I'cur 
that  there  is  any  (h\si<;n  to  disturb  the  I'onn  of 
Hociety  under  which  you  have  ho  h»n}X  })eeu  contont- 
cd  and  prosjuMous.  However  dilVercnt  from  tlunse 
of  her  colonists  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  Eng- 
land ca.inot  Init  admire  the  social  arranizenienta  by 
which  a  number  ol'  enterprising;  colonists  have  }_'rowu 
into  a  ;io()d,  r<>liirious,  and  happy  race  cf  agricultu- 
rists, reinarkal)le  I'or  th(j  domestic  virtues,  I'or  a 
cheerfnl  endurance  of  labour  aud  privations,  and 
for  alertness  and  bravery  in  war.  There  is  no 
thought  of  endeavoring  to  break  up  a  system  which 
Hustains  a  dense  rural  population,  without  the  exis- 
tence of  any  class  of  poor.  England  will  protect 
and  foster  the  })enevolent,  active  and  j)ious  priest- 
hood, U!ider  whose  care,  and  by  whose  examples,  so 
much  of  order,  of  good  conduct  and  oi'  traiujuil  bliss 
is  created,  ])reHerved  and  handed  down  IVom  gener- 
ation to  genenition. 

'*  Of  the  Jiritish,  and  es])ecially  of  the  commercial 
classes,  I  would  ask,  is  it  possible  you  should  suppose 
that  tliero  can  be  any  design  to  s.-^ritice  your  inter- 
ests, when  it  is  clear  to  all  the  vfciid  that  commerce 
is  one  of  the  main  supports  to  the  13ritish  system  of 
finance;  that  without  it  the  wonderi'ul  fabric  of 
British  power  and  dominion  would  crumble  into 
dust,  and  that  it  is  especially  the  object  and  purpose 
for  which  at  a  vast  expense  the  mighty  colonies  of 
England  are  maintained  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe  ?  Hely  upon  it,  that  the  great  and  powerful 
country  from  whence  you  have  removed  yourselves 
to  these  shores,  will  not  abandon  here  the  policy 
which  lias  established  the  prosperity  of  her  people 
in  every  other  region ;  and  that  a  Government  of 
which   constancy   and   good   faith   are  the   main  ele- 
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lMont^»  of  ]>owiM',  will  ii'tt  I'iiil  to  suHt.iin  in  tliin  j)4»r- 
tion  of  tin-  Knipiiv  the  spirit  of  that  (Constitution, 
wliicli  has  so  |oii;>  lu'on  hold  out  an  h  boon  to  its 
natives.  !in<l  an  inducomont  to  tho  sottlcrs  who  have 
cinharkod  in  their  oMterpriso,  their  wealtli  and  their 
liopes  oi' individual  ha|>]>iness. 

''  In  a  (K'el. nation  put  forth  l»y  many  aTuonir  you, 
who  inhahit  tliis  city.  I  have  seen  the  following  ob- 
jects enumerated  :  Kirst.  to  <il»tain  for  yiersouH  of 
British  and  Irish  orii;in  and  others.  His  Majesty's 
subjects,  lalioriuL^  under  the  sann*  privation  of  eoin- 
nion  rijrlits,  a  fair  and  roasonal)K'  proportion  of  tho 
Keprcsentation  in  tlie  i^rovincial  Assend)ly.  Second- 
ly, to  obtain  such  a  form  in  tin;  system  tif  Judicature, 
and  tl»e  administration  ol'  Justice  as  may  adapt  them 
to  the  present  state  of  the  Province.  Thirdly,  to  ob- 
tain such  a  comprisltion  of  the  Kxecutivo  Council, 
as  may  impart  to  it  the  ettieiency  ami  weight  wiiich  it 
ouu'lit  to  possess:  l^'ourthly.  to  resist  any  appointment 
of  Members  of  the  Legislative  Council  otiicrwise 
than  by  tlu'  Crown,  but  subject  to  such  reo:ulations 
as  may  ensure  tile  appointment  of  tit  persons;  Fifth- 
ly, to  use  every  elVort  to  maintain  the  connection  of 
this  Colony  with  the  parent  state,  a  just  subordin- 
ation to  its  authority;  and  Sixthly,  to  assist  in  pre- 
servintr  and  inaintaininu;  peace  and  i];ood  order 
throughout  the  Province,  and  cnsuriuj;  the  equal 
riirhts  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  of  all  classes.  If 
these  objects  are  indeed  all  that  are  dcvsired  by  the 
whole  commercial  interest,  I  trust  it  will  be  satis- 
factory to  those  who  aim  at  them  to  know,  that  there 
is  not  one  of  them  which  is  not  strictly  within  the 
line  of  duty  of  the  King's  Commissioners  to  take 
into  consideration,  to  receive  respecting  them  the 
fullest  evidence  and  information  which  may  be 
offered,  and  finally  to  submit  to  our  Gracious  Sovereign 
and  His  Ministers  their  important  and  well  weighed 
conclusions. 
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"  In  tlie  mean  while,  to  the  Canadians,  both  of 
French  and  British  origin,  and  every  class  and 
description,  I  would  say,  consider  the  blessinii^s  you 
might  enjoy,  and  the  favored  situation  in  which,  but 
for  your  own  dissention,  you  would  tiiid  yourselves 
to  be  placed.  The  offsprings  of  the  two  foremost 
nations  of  mankind,  you  hold  a  vast  and  beautiful 
country,  a  fertile  soil,  a  healthy  climate ;  and  the 
noblest  river  in  the  world  makes  your  most  remote 
city  a  port  for  ships  of  the  sea.  Your  revenue  is 
triple  the  amount  of  your  expenditure  for  the  or- 
dinary purposes  of  Government ;  you  have  no  direct 
taxes — no  public  debt — no  poor  who  "require  any 
aid  than  the  natural  impulses  of  charity.  If  you 
extend  your  views  beyond  the  laud  in  which  you 
dwell,  you  find  that  you  are  joint  inheritors  of  the 
splendid  patrimony  of  tlie  British  Empire,  which 
constitutes  you,  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term,  citizens 
of  the  world,  and  gives  you  a  home  on  every  con- 
tinent and  in  every  ocean  of  the  globe.  Tliere  are 
two  paths  open  to  you.  By  the  one  you  may  ad- 
vance to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  advantages  which 
lie  in  prospect  before  you ;  by  the  other  I  will  not 
say  more  than  you  will  stop  short  of  these,  and  will 
engage  yourselves  and  those  who  have  no  other  ob- 
ject than  your  prosperity,  in  darker  and  more  difficult 
courses. 

A  Bill  wns  introduced  immediately  after  delivery 
of  the  above,  for  the  appointment  of  an  Agent  for  the 
Province,  in  England,  (Mr.  Roebuck  being  the  man,) 
and  passed  by  the  Assembly,  as  if  to  signalize  their 
disregard  of  the  Commission  just  announced  from  the 
Throne,  which,  by  the  remarks  that  already  had 
fallen  from  different  members,  it  was  now  apparent 
they   were   determined   not  to  recognize   the    mission 
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thorized     by     the     LonlA    and     Comnunis    ot'     Great 
Britian," 

"  On  tlie  2iid  Novombor,  and  beCore  the  answer  to 
the  Governor's  speech  was  ap;reed  upon,  an  address 
to  His  Excellency,  on  motion  ot*  Mr.  O'Calhuj^ham 
was  voted,  praying'  him  to  inform  the  House  whe- 
ther he  hud  any  instructions  from  His  Majesty's 
ministers,  on  tlie  subject  of  the  complaints  preferred 
against  Judi;e  Gale,  and  that  he  would  <^ive  the 
House  copies  of  all  the  documents  he  mi_i»;ht  have  in 
Ids  possession  relatinii;  to  his  case.  The  following  de- 
bates took  place  on  the  subject: — 

"  Mr.  Vanfelson,  addressing  the  S|)eaker,  ex- 
pressed his  belief  that  it  was  not  the  practice  of  that 
House  to  address  the  Executive  on  any  subject  be- 
fore the  address  in  answer  to  the  speech  had  been 
presented,  and  that  reason  alone  he  thoui>;ht  would 
be  sufficient  to  induce  the  hon.  member  to  with- 
draw his  motion  ;  but  if  that  was  not  sufficient,  there 
were  yet  stroniicr  reasons  why  lie  should  do  so  ;  for 
he  would  ask,  was  it  prudent  at  this  moment  to  pre- 
sent an  address  of  that  sort?  The  head  of  the  Exe- 
cutive told  us  in  his  opening  speech  that  he  would 
do  all  in  his  power  to  en((uire  itiio  all  grievances  and 
apply  remedies  to  them.  According  to  his  view, 
therefore,  to  adopt  the  course  now  pro])osed,  would 
be  plainly  to  declare  that  the  House  had  tio  confi- 
dence in  an  administration  which  had  prondsed  to 
look  into  the  state  of  the  country  with  alacrity  and 
diligence ;  it  would  be  to  paralyze  before  it  could  go 
intj  effect,  the  en(juiry  about  to  be  undertaken  by 
the  Royal  Commissioners;  it  was  depriving  the  pre- 
sent administration  of  the  opportunity  which  it  had 
a  right  to  expect  would  be  afforded  to  it  of  doing 
good.  The  hon.  member  from  Yamaska  (Mr.  O'Cal- 
langhan)  has  told  us,  that  he  believed  the  Gover- 
nor in  Chief  to  be  a  man  of  perfect  integrity,  and 
ready  to   render  justice  where  justice  was  due — why 
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then,  sliould  tliey  not  wait  ?  If  the  Executive  has 
any  instructions  in  regard  to  Jud<:c  Gale,  they  will, 
no  doubt,  shortly  be  communicated  to  the  House. 
He  would  therefore  say,  that  in  hi?  opinion,  the 
manner  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  hon.  member 
was  unparliamentary ;  but  supposinii;  even  that  it 
was  in  ruk',  there  are  considerations  which  ought  to 
restrain  us  from  acting  with  preci]»itation.  He  was 
entirely  in  favor  of  the  o})ject  of  this  address,  but 
thought  it  was  too  soon  to  ])res('nt  it, and  a  delay  of  two 
or  three  days  would  be  immaterial. 

"  Mr,  13erth('lot  rose  and  ex})ressed  his  sur])rise  at 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  member  who  last 
spoke.  Was  an  hon.  member  to  be  prevented  from 
bringing  forward  a  measure  tending  to  the  correction 
of  a  grievance,  because  the  House  had  not  yet  replied 
to  the  sj>eech?  Was  that  sound  logic  ?  He  entertained 
hopes  that  the  Commission  would  do  them  justice, 
but  he  could  not  think  that  it  would  indicate  any 
distrust  of^their  good  intentions,  if  they  asked  the 
Executive  to  conujiunicato  to  them  documents  in 
which  they  were  so  deeply  interested.  The  speech 
took  no  notice  of  that  part  of  their  complaint ;  it 
was  therefore  necessary  to  remind  the  Chief  of  the  Com- 
mission that  it  had  been  overlooked, 

''  Mr.  Jjaibntainc. — Similar  motions  had  been 
brought  fcTi'ward  every  Session  ;  ijv>d  besides  the  hon- 
orable meiiiber  ibr  Yamaska  (Mr.  O'Callaghan) 
had  said  that  he  did  not  desire  to  present  it  to  the 
Executive,  until  after  the  House  had  deliv(u*ed  its 
address  iu  answer  to  the  speech.  They  were  told 
that  the  new  Governor  would  redress  their  griev- 
ances. He,  liowever,  did  not  see  that  the  Ninety- 
two  Resolutions  needed  any  such  enc^uiry.  The 
Assembly  had  complained,  and  their  complaints 
were  not  made  witlxnit  sufficient  grounds.  AH  the 
members  knew  that  the  evils  they  complained  of 
were   real.      To   say    that    the    Ninety-two  llosolu- 
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tions  nocded  to  be  looked  into,  would  be  to  admit 
that  they  had  been  liastily  passed,  and  without  hav- 
ing; beeu  duly  weisi;]ied  and  considered,  which  was 
far  from  beinir  the  ease.  The  (juestioii  did  not  re- 
gard a  new  Governor,  or  one  person  more  than  ano- 
ther ;  the  matter  before  them  was  the  correction  of  Ji 
vicious  system  which  must  bo  amended — it  was  not 
a  question  of  persons,  but  of  principles.  It  was  of 
little  conse([uence  who  f^overned,  provided  these 
evils  no  longer  existed  ;  by  keepin^jr  that  object  steadily 
in  view  they  would  avoid  all  risk  of  involvin[>;  them- 
selves in  contradiction. 

"  Mr.  Gugy  thou2;ht  that  by  a<loptin<i;  the  present 
motion,  they  would  create  a  needless  difference  be- 
tween the  House  and  the  Executive,  and  the  more  need- 
less because  a  little  delay  would  occasion  no  inconveni- 
ence. Besides  he  did  not  think  that  the  charges 
brought  against  Mr.  Gale  were  of  a  nature  to  cause  the 
removal  of  tluit  gentleman  from  the  Bench.  He  should 
therefore  vote  against  the  motion,  not  on  account  of  dis- 
senting as  to  the  time  or  form,  but  that  he  thought  it 
altogether  uncalled  for. 

"  Mr,  liodier  differed  altogether  from  the  hon. 
members  who  had  spoken.  The  hon.  member  for  the 
Lower  Town  of  Quebec,  (Mr.  Vanfelsou,)  had  said 
that  he  considered  the  motion  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Yamaska,  (Mr.  O'Callaghan.)  as  premature,  and 
gave  as  a  reason  that  there  was  now  a  Commission 
instructed  to  en({uire  into  their  grievances,  and  that 
it  was  proper  to  answer  the  speech  of  the  Governor 
in  Chief,  before  they  presented  any  other  address  to 
His  Excellency.  Another  hon.  member  had  said 
that  the  motion  before  them  would  have  the  effect  of 
provoking  the  attention  of  the  Noble  Commissioners. 
These  hon.  members,  to  judge  by  their  Bpecches, 
would  invest  the  Commissioners  with  an  official  cha- 
racter in  opposition  to  the  Assembly.  This  impres- 
sion he  desired  to  remove.     That   House  had  nothin'j; 
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in  coiiirnon  with  the  Coiiiiiiission.  It  acknowledj^ed, 
as  it  was  bound  to  do,  the  authority  of  ttie  Governor, 
but  not  that  of  tlie  (>oiinni.s.sioncrs.  Our  p^rievances 
are  not  of  recent  birth,  they  are  known,  and  have  too 
lon<^  weip^lied  upon  tlie  people.  The  appointment  of 
Judge  Gale  was  a  grievance.  31  r.  Spring  liice  had 
himself  promised,  had  he  remained  in  office,  to  refuse 
his  sanction  to  that  nomination.  The  application  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  member  for  Yamaska  could  not  dis- 
please Lord  Gosford,  for  His  Excellency  could  not  in 
the  limits  of  an  opening  Speech  embrace  all  their  griev- 
ances ;  His  Lordship  had,  however,  promised  the  ilousc 
the  comniimication  of  all  documents  in  his  possession 
relating  to  them,  and,  therefore,  they  would  show  no 
distrust  of  his  promise  by  asking  him  specially  for  the 
papers  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Judge  Gale. 

"  Dr.  Kimber  would  observe,  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Justice  Gale,  to  act  in  the  place  of  Mr, 
Justice  Vai litres,  at  Three  Kivers,  was  a  proof  that 
the  Executive  had  paid  no  great  attention  to  tliat  part 
of  their  grievances. 

"  The  motion  was  then  put  and  adopted  by  a  majority 
of49to8." 

in  reply  to  the  address,  the  Governor  said : 

''  Gentlemen, — T  request  you  to  ae(iuaint  the  House 
of  Assembly  that  I  have  not  received  any  instruction 
from  His  Majesty's  Ministers  on  the  subject  of  the 
complaint  of  the  House  mentioned  in  this  Address, 
and  that  I  shall  cause  to  be  conveyed  to  the  House, 
without  delay,  copies  of  all  such  communications  and 
despatches  asked  for  in  this  Address  as  are  within  my 
reach,  relating  to  the  nomination  of  Samuel  Gale,  Esq., 
to  be  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
for  the  District  of  Montreal." 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Gale  by  Lord  Aylmer  to 
the  Bench  of  Montreal,  was  sustained  by  the  Home 
Governmont.     A  part  of  the  correspondence  relating 


4 


133 


Dg 


to  this  gentleman,  between  the  Governor  and  Colonial 
Secretary,  is  given  below.* 

The  draft  of  an  address  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  liaving  been  prepared  by  a  select 
Committee   and    reported,  the    House    resolved   itself 

♦  Downing  Street,  28th  February,  1835. 

My  Lord, — Having  perused  your  private  letter  to  Mr.Hay,  of 
the  23rdultimo,referring  to  Mr.  Spring  Rices  despatch  of  the 
11th  November,  1834,  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Gale's  appoint- 
ment to  a  seat  on  the  bench  at  Montreal,  I  cannot  hesitate  to 
acknowledge  that  'he  reasons  urged  by  Your  Lordship  for  the 
confirmation  of  Mr.  Gale  are  conclusive;  and  I  have  the  sf.t- 
isfaction  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Mnjesty  has  been  pleased 
accordingly  to  approve  of  this  appointment.  Year  Lordship 
has  not  indeed  answered  specificially  that  part  of  ray  prede- 
cessor's speech,  of  the  11th  November,  which  related  to  the 
place  of  Mr.  Gale's  birth  ;  but  the  general  nature  of  your 
communication  seems  sufficient  to  indicate  that  this  gentle- 
man cannot  be  laboring  under  any  disqualification  as  an  alien. 

However  desirable  it  may  be  that  the  selections  for  the 
bench  in  Canada  should  at  all  times  be  free  from  political  bias, 
or  undue  pLi  lity  towards  either  of  the  prevailing  partfes 
in  the  Province,  yet  I  am  so  fully  alive  to  the  ditficultiea 
which  must  occur  in  the  execution  of  the  plan  pointed  out  by 
my  predecessor,  that  I  cannot  venture  to  anticipate  its  success 
upon  trial,  nor  consequently  to  instruct  you  upon  it. 

I  shall  confine  myself  therefore  to  the  expression  of  my 
conviction,  that  when  any  future  occasion  may  arise  for  re- 
commending an  appointment  of  this  kind,  Your  Lordship 
will  weigh  with  the  most  scrupulous  anxiety,  the  claims  of 
those  who  may  be  considered  as  the  fitting  candidates,  and 
that  you  will  not  allow  any  circumstances  to  interfere  with 
the  fair  pretensions  of  the  Fiench  Canadian  portion  of  the 
Bar,  whenever  they  can  be  satisfactorily  supported. 

I  have,  &,c., 

(Signed,)  ABERDEEN. 

Lieut.  General  Lord  Aylmer,  K.  C.  15.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c, 

Extract   from   a  despatch  from  Lieutenant   General   Lord 

Aylmer,  to  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.T. 

daied  Castle  of  St.  Lewis,  Quebec,  18th  March   1835. 

The  House  of  Assembly  next  complain  "that  even  the  sac- 

'•  red  character  of  justice  has  recently  polluted  in  its  source, 

*'  by  the  appointing  to  the  high  office  of  Judge,  for  the  District 

"  of  Montreal,  a  man  who  was  a  violent  and  decided  partizan 

"  of  the  administration  of  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  and  the  de- 

*'  dared  enemy  of  the  laws  which  he  is  bound  to  administer." 


;i 


i 


134 


into  coinniittoo  of  the  whole  to  dolibcnito  upon  it. 
All  notice  of  the  (commission  h'nw^  avoided  in  it,  an 
amendment   was  j)roposcd   to   the    following  offect : — 

Wo  consider  it  a  proof  of  the  wisdom  and  raagnaninQitywlth 
which  his  Miijesty  has  listened  to  our  comjihiints,  that  aCom- 
mi.ssioQjOfwhichVourKxcehency  is  the  head,  has  been  appoint- 
ed for  the  imrpose  of  en(iuiriii|^  t'llb)  '^"^^  upon  the  spot,  into 
the  cornphiints  which  have  been  m  ide,  and  we  confidently 
hope  that  the  conclusions  to  which  the  Commissioners  will 
come,  and  the  final  result  ot  their  labors  will  be  satisfactory 
to  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  suljjecis/' 

This  however  was  ne<r;\tived.  Mr.  Papineaii  declaim- 
ed at  great  length  and  with  much  warmth  on  the  pro- 
posed amendment. 

"The  appointment  above  alluded  to  ,i3  evidently  that  of  Mr. 
Gale  to  be  Puisne  Judge  for  the  District  of  Mo  itreal  ;  and 
the  charge  of  the  Assembly,  that  he  is  the  declared  enemy  of 
the  laws  he  is  bound  to  administer,  is  one  of  so  great  import- 
ance, considering  the  high  judicial  situation  of  the  accused 
p^rty,  that  it  miy  be  presumed  the  Assembly  will  follow  it 
up  be  a  more  foimpl  proceeding  directed  against  Mr.  Gale, 
individually,  in  which  case,  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
him  of  defending  his  own  charactc. 

I  will  therefore  only  remark,  with  reference  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Gale,  that  he  is  indebted  for  ft  to  his  own  char- 
acter for  integrity  and  professional  knowledge,  and  to  the  re- 
comm.endation  of  a  gcntlem-in  holding  one  of  the  highest 
judicial  appointments  in  the  Province,  and  who  himself  is 
universally  respected. 

For  the  rest,  the  political  opinions  entertained  by  Mr.  Gr'.le, 
whatever  those  may  be,  have  never  been  brought  under  my 
notice  in  the  cours"  of  my  administration  by  any  act  or  pro- 
ceeding of  his ;  and  it  did  not  appear  to  rae  either  necessary, 
or  proper,  when  the  question  of  appointing  him  to  a  seat  on 
the  bench  was  under  my  consideration,  to  refer  to  political 
controversies  long  past,  and  upon  the  merits  of  which  a  great 
diversity  of  opinion  prevails  in  the  Province. 

Castle  of  St.  Lewis,  Quebec,  May  7,  1835. 
My  Lord,— "With  reference  to  your  Lordship's  despatch 
of  the  28th  of  February,  acquaiiiting  me  that  his  Majesty 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  approve  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Gale  to  a  seat  on  the  bench  as  Puisne 
Judge  in  the  District  of  Montreal,  I  have  now  the 
honor    of    informing     Your    Lordship    with    reference   to 
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lie  cons'uieivd  ho  stiid  tlio  appoint iiient  of  the  Com- 
niissiouorH  an  insult  to  the  1 1  ovist;,  it  cast  a  (hmht  upon 
the  representations  ^vhic']l  had  boon  <rravely  and  dclihc- 
rately  niado  by  that  ))ody  in  tlioir  petitions  to  the  Kini;- 
and  to"  the  two  Houses  of  the  lni}»erial  Parliament.  It' 
information  was  wanted  on  the  grievances  of  the  })eo- 
ple,  the  House  was  tlie  proper  channel  throui;h  winch 
it  was  to  be  obtained,  and  to  seek  it  ))y  any  other  was 
de^radini;  and  insidtino-  to  tlie  repn^sentitive  branch. — 
The  act  which  <»;avo  a  Constitution  to  Canada,  lie  said 
had  been  referred  to  as  a  boon  for  wliicli  tiic  Canadians 
ouiiht  to  be  li'ratcl'ul.  IJe  saw  no  cause  for  gratitude  ;  it 
had  conl'erred  no  favor  on  any  elass  of  11  is  Majesty's 
subjects.  'J'hose  wh(>  were  of  Hi-itish  birth  enjoyed  all 
that  it  coiderred  as  their   patrimony — and  those  who 

an  observation  of  Mr  Spriiif?  Kiee,  in  relation  to  the  place  of 
Mr.  (J ale  3  birth,  contained  in  his  despa'ch  of  the  11th  Nov- 
ember, 1834,  that  Mr.  Gale  was  born  in  East  Florida,  when 
that  conntry  formed  part  of  the  British  dominions,  that  he 
is  therefore  to  all  intents  and  pr.ri)0se3  a  lUiiish  subject.  I 
am  likewise  informed  that  Mr.  Gale's  father  rendered  very 
esse'itial  services  to  the  IJritish  government,  and  that  he  was 
emj)loyed  as  Civil  Secretary  to  General  Presc  Jtt,  when  Gover- 
nor of  this  Frovirce. 

I  am  truly  desirous  that  YourLordship  should  bo  persuaded 
of  my  solicitude'  wlieu  recommending  appointments  to  judicial 
situations,  to  weigh  with  the  most  scrupulous  anxiety  the 
claims  of  those  who  maybe  considered  as  the  fitting  can- 
didates ;  and  1  can  assure  Your  Lordship  that  my  own  view3 
are  in  perfect  accordance  with  Your  Loidsliip's  injunctions, 
not  to  allow  any  circumstances  to  interfere  with  the  fair 
pieiensions  of  the  French  Canadian  portion  of  the  Brr,  when- 
ever they  can  be  satisfactorily  supported. 

The  judicial  i,nd  other  legal  appointments  made  during  my 
administration  of  the  Government,  will  fully  bear  me  out  in 
this  assurance;  and  1  would  further  take  leave  to  draw  Your 
Lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  that  since  the  date  of  the 
report  of  the  Canada  Committee  of  1828,  four  gentlemen  have 
been  raised  to  the  bench  in  this  Province,  and  that  Mr.  Gale 
is  the  only  one  of  those  four  not  of  French  origin:  the  other 
three,  Messrs.  Valliers  de  tSt  Real,  Holland  and  Panet,  are 
all  French  Canadians.         I  have,  &c  , 

[Signed.]  AYLMER. 

.The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  K.  T.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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had  been  the  subjects  of  France  ac(juired  the  same  rightH 
on  giving  tlieir  allegiance  to  the  new  |X).sscHsorH  of  the 
soil,  and  becoming  themselves  British  subjects. 

Tlie  Conunissioners,  he  Jtssertcd,  had  no  constitution- 
al or  legal  powers  vested  in  them.  They  might;  to  be 
sure,  draw  up  a  report  .and  submit  it  to  His  Majesty's 
government ;  if  it  coincided  with  the  declared  wishes  of 
the  House,  who  were  competent  also  to  report,  well  and 
good, — there  would  be  no  harm  done,  but  their  work 
would  be  superfluous ;  for,  if  they  differed  from  what  the 
Assembly  advanced,  they  might  be  assured  that  that 
body  would  not  recede  one  iota  from  what  it  had  de- 
manded, but  would  force  its  claims  to  tlie  utmost. 

The  address  being  delivered  by  the  Assembly,  His 
Excellency  thanked  them  for  it,  and  especially  for  ''  the 
flattering  and  kind  manner  in  which  they  had  spoken  of 
himself.'  "  It  will,"'  he  added,  "  be  my  constant  study 
to  adhere  faithfully  to  the  line  of  conduct  which  I  stated 
to  you  at  the  opening  of  this  session,  and  I  shall  feel 
truly  rejoiced  to  find  that  course  promote  the  good  un- 
derstanding which  it  is  desirable  to  see  re-established  in 
this  Province." 

These  preliminaries  being  over,  His  Excellency  sent 
down  (9th  November)  a  statement  of  arrears  amount- 
ing to  jG105,098,  due  for  the  service  of  the  Civil  Govern- 
ment, on  the  10th  Oct.  last,  exclusive  of  the  advance  of 
£30,519,  from  the  military  chest,  maki.  "^  in  all  £135,- 
617,  sterling,  expressing  his  confidence  that  "  the  As- 
sembly would  see  the  necessity  of  proceeding  without  de- 
lay to  a  consideration  of  this  part  of  the  public  accounts.' 
An  address  was  voted  at  this  sitting  to  His  Excellency, 
for  an  advance  of  £22,000,  as  well  to  pay  off  arrears  due 
by  the  Assembly  as  towards  defraying  the  contingencies 
of  the  present  session.  To  this  he  answered  that,  in 
conformity  to  what  he  had  stated  in  his  speech  at  the 
opening  of  th^  session,  on  the  subject  of  the  contin- 
gencies, he  cheerfully  acceeded  to  the  prayer  of  the  ad- 
dress. 
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It  has  been  observed  tliat  in  1832,  the  revenuea 
arisinj^  from  tlie  JeHiiits'  Kstatcs  were  liberally  given 
up  by  the  Crown,  and  appropriated  by  act  ol'  the 
Le«j;i8lature  to  the  purposes  of  education  generally. 
The  building  in  tlie  City  of  Quebec,  formerly 
the  College  of  that  body  had,  however,  aa  before  the 
act,  remained  since  the  extinction  of  the  order, 
in  the  occupation  of  the  military  aa  a  barrack.  The 
Assembly  very  early  in  the  session  sent  up  an  address 
to  the  Governor  requesting 
such  further  information  as] 

His  Majesty's  government,  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
longed occupation  of  the  Jesuits'  College  in  Quebec,  by 
His  Majesty's  troops  as  barracks." 

To  this  he  answered,  that  he  had  received  His 
Majesty's  commands  to  inform  the  House,  that  His 
Majesty  was  anxious  that  tlicse  buildings  should  be 
restored  as  promptly  as  possible  to  their  original  use, 
and  that  this  measure  should  not  be  delayed  a  day 
after  other  and  adccpuite  provision  should  be  made 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops."  "  It  is,"  he 
added,  "  scarcely  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  pro- 
posal made  in  the  address  of  the  Governor  in  Chief 
on  the  opening  of  the  session,  to  place  under  the 
control  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  all  the 
sources  of  local  revenue,  will  deprive  His  Majesty  of 
the  means  of  providing  for  this  object.  As  soon 
therefore  as  suitable  barracks  for  the  troops  shall  be 
provided,  the  Board  of  Ordnance  will  immediately 
issue  the  necessary  instructions  for  evacuating  the 
buildings  in  question."  His  Excellency's  message 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  •='  with  an  instruction 
to  ascertain  the  actual  value  of  the  College  and  the 
ground  attached  to  it,  and  also  the  annual  revenue 
which  might  have  been  de/ivcd  from  the  same  during 
each  period  of  ten  years,  between  the  present  time 
and  that  at  which  they  were  tirst  taken  possession  of 
by  the  military  authorities;"  and  here  the  matter  rest- 
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ed,  the  (^)inmiltoc  not  liavini;  made  nny  rp[iort.  Tt  waw 
tliouu;l»t  l-y  iiiimy  that  th«>  dctcniiination  oxpnssed  in 
this  iiicssam;  to  retain  tht;  hit*;  ('(•ilei:e  as  a  barrack, 
until  other  barracks  ol' cfpial  capacity  were  built  at  ti'.e 
provincial  expense,  (if  the  niessaiie  were  to  be  so  un- 
derstood.) did  not  correspond  uith  the  libcrahty  wliich 
the  (JoverMnient  had  recently  shown  witli  respect  to  tlic 
other  jiroperty  of  th(^  late  order  of  Jesuits.  The  erec- 
tion of  fortifications  and  places  of  aecoinniodation  for  the 
Forces  servioL!:  in  tlie  country,  had  hitherto  be<Mi  defray- 
ed from  the  Imperial  'l'rcasnry,and  the  present  proposi- 
tion bon;,  it  wa^  said,  in  a]»pearan((\  an  upfr:racinus  step 
to  com])(d  th(!  J'rovince  to  contrilmtc  towards  the  ex- 
])enses  of  those  works  wliich  bclon:^  to,  and  properly 
ouij;ht  to  be  at  the  cost  of,   the  Kmpire. 

Itbeinu'  likely  that  the  ]5ill  pa.^sed  by  the  Assonddy 
for  appointiiii];  Mr.  Itoelmck.  Agent  for  the  Province, 
would  be  thrown  out  by  the  jicuislativc;  Council,  the 
House  ado])ted  a  series  of  resolutions  witli  res]>ect  to  this 
gentleman,  justifyini;  him  in  the  position  he  had  assum- 
ed on  behalf  of  the  Province,  in  a  correspondence  with 
Sir  (jioorge  Orc^y,  wlio  had  (juestioiied  the  accuracy  of 
some  of  his  statements,  as  well  as  liis  authority  for  nuik- 
iuGT  them.* 

•Kesolvcd, — That  this  House  has  leiirned  with  ro}j:rt;t,  that 
in  consequence  of  rcj^resentalions  made  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Glenelg,  dated  oth  Juna  hist,  by  John  ArthurJRoebuck, 
Esqaire,  Agenl  of  this  House  in  England,  and  accompanied  by 
various  explanations  thereof,  His  Miijesty's  Secretary  of  State 
has,  by  letter  of  Sir  George  Grey,  dated  the  llth  of  same 
month,  raised  objections  as  to  the  powers  possessed  by  the 
said  Agent  to  expose  aad  explain  lie  proceedinfjs  of  this 
House,  its  interests  and  sentiments,  a.-;  well  as  those  of  the 
people  ot  this  Province,  in  such  a  manner  as  he  should  feel ' 
himself  authorized  to  do  by  the  powers  conferred  on  him  by 
the  Assembly  and  its  votes. 

Resolved,— That  the  opinion  whereby  the  Agent  of  this 
House,  in  England,  is  considered  merely  the  simple  bearer  of 
otHcial  communications  between  the  House  of  Asembly  and 
the  Colonial^  Oliice,  would  leave  the  House  nearly  in  the  same 
position  as  it  it  had  no  other  channel  of  communication  but 
the  Governor  of  the  Colony  ;  that  in  the  case  in  question  the 
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Agent  of  thig  Hou'sc  wri3  warranto^  by  th?  rc^olulions  of  the 
Asspmbly  which  authorised  him"  tp  rcprostnl  to  liis  Mnjpdty's 
government,  ih''  intercuts  an<l  sentimetits  of  the  inhabitantg, 
of  this  Province,  and  support  the  jx'titions  of  tliis  nt)iise  to 
His  Mnjesty  and  to  both  Hon.^os  of  Parliament,"  and  by  the 
otlier  proeeedingfl  of  this  House  to  mul-ce  the  repr''^P"''^''^"3 
and  to  give  the  oxplatiaf ions  cont lined  in  the  minute  of 
conference,  dated  r)th  June  last,  that  the  naid  Agent  was 
fully  borne  out  in  his  an-twer  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Glenelg, 
dated  17th  June  laU,  which  contains  a  direct  expo-tition  of 
the  right  of  this  House  to  ho  1  eard  before  His  .Majesty's 
government  and  of  its  opinions  on  the  circumstances  and  meas- 
ures of  the  lime. 

Resolved — That  the  said  John  Arthur  Roebuck,  F.scpiiro.was 
fully  authoii/.ed,liy  the  jiroceedings  of  this  House  of  Assembly, 
lay  down,  as  he  has  done,  as  the  basis  of  harmony  and  good 
understanding  within  this  Province,  and  of  confidence  in  the 
administrative  or  other  measures  to  be  adopted  by  His  .\bije3- 
ty's  government,  and  the  Constitniional  Reform,  by  means  of 
electicjn  of  the  Lei^islative  Council;  the  entire  control  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  the  public  revenues  of  the  Province, 
and  of  the  .salaries  of  public  functionaries  therein  ;  the  repeal 
of  the  obno.xious  acts  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  the  Tnited 
Kingdom,  wherein  the  latter  legislateJ  lor  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  this  Province;  the  abolition  of  undue  privileg-'.s  foun- 
ded on  the  said  acts;  and  the  redress  of  abuses  e.xi.sting  in 
the  Courts,  in  consequence  of  the  appointment  of  improper 
persons  to  the  bench. 

Resolved,— That  this  House  has  the  greatest  confidence  in 
the  talents  and  zeal  of  the  said  John  Arthur  Roet)iick,  Es- 
quire, and  in  the  rectitude  of  his  proceedings;  and  that  this 
House  re([uest  him  to  continue  to  the  people  of  this  Country 
and  their  Representatives,  those  service-^  which  have  deser- 
vedly ensured  to  him  the  warm  gratitude  of  the  inh:.'.itants 
of  this  Province. 

Resolved,— That  it  is  the  oi)inion  of  this  Tommittee  that  in 
the  event  of  the  Dill  passed  by  this  House  on  the  3rd  of  No- 
vember inst.,  api)()inting  the  said  John  Arthur  Roebuck,  Es- 
quire, Agent  for  this  Province,  not  becoming  a  law  the  said 
John  Arthur  Roebuck,  Esquire,  be  requested  as  Agent  of  thiS 
House,  to  represent  to  His  Miijesty's  government,  the  interests 
and  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and  to 
support  the  petitions  ot  this  House  to  His  Majesty,  and  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliiment. 

Resolved,— That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thfs  Committee,  that 
in  case  the  said  Bill  should  not  become  a  law  it  is  right  that 
the  clerk  of  this  House  should  pay  to  the  said  John  Arthur 
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Uocbijck,  Kaquire,  or  to  liig  order,  out  of  the  monies  appro- 
priated for  the  contingent  expenses  of  this  House,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  aix  hundred  {)ounds,stcrling,  annually, to  indemnify 
him  foi  his  care  Hud  services  in  his  said  (lualityof  Ag.inl;  and 
that  the  said  clerk  be  in  like  manner  authori/.ed  to  advance 
to  the  said  John  Arthur  Roel)uck,  Kscjuire,  a  sura  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  for  one  year,  to  meet  his 
disbursements  and  contingent  expenses  in  his  said  (juality,  of 
which  said  disbnrseraehts  and  exjK'nses  an  account  shall  be 
rendered  to  this  House  every  six  months.     Yeas  5  J  ;  Nayg  0. 

"The  Quebec  Mercury''  of  the  14tli  November 
remarks  on  tliis  sulycct  :-- 

"  The  Le<]^ishitivc  Council  yesterday  threw  out  the 
Agent's  Bill,  the  Committee  of  the  llnusc,  (m  rising, 
havinjj;  been  refused  leave  to  sit  .•i«;ain.  The  objection 
was  to  the  nomination  of  Mr.  lioebuck,  the  majority 
of  the  menjbers  feeling  that  they  couhl  not,  without 
C(  mpromising  their  respectability,  hold  int-cTcoursc. 
with  11  man  who  had  declared  that   body  a   nuisance. 

In  the  debates  that  arose  in  the  House  of  Asvsem- 
bly  on  this  matter,  as  they  were  published,  Mr. 
Papineau  is  represented  as  liaving  said  that  he  was 
11  republican,  and  hoped  with  all  his  heart  that  the 
time  would  yet  arrive  when  the  emissaries  of  repub- 
lican America  would  organize    republics   in    Europe." 

The  "Caiuidian,"  a  journal  then  in  the  interests 
of  Mr.  Papineau  gave  another  version,  according  to 
which  he  was  made  to  say  that  "  the  time  had  gone 
by  when  Europe  could  give  monarchies  to  America  ; 
on  the  contrary  an  epoch  was  approaching  when 
America  would  in  its  turn  give  republics  to  Europe." 
Time  alone  can  verify  how  far  Mr.  P.  was  in  error  or 
correct. 

Among  the  addresses  voted  shortly  after  the  open- 
ing of  the  session  by  the  Assembly,  there  was  one  re- 
questing copies  of  all  legal  opinions  fr6in  time  to  time 
given  by  the  Crown  Officers  to  the  Executive,  with 
regard   to  the  interpretation  and  execution  of  an  act 
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or  orditiarv  rclutin*^  to  tlic  Inilldlnii;  or  rop;iirin^  of 
('Imrclu'S,  parsonage  houso«»  and  cliiircli  yiU'ds.  To  this 
His  ExcoUency  answcri'd : 

"With   rospoc't   to    tlio   coplos   of    li'i^al   opi?iionH 
montionod    iti    tlic   address,    1    riMjuost  you   to    iiifdrrn 
the    Hdiisc   of    Asscinhly,   that,   altli(niL:h    in  tJie   pre- 
sent  instanec   the  opinions  iti   ((uestion  may  not  eon- 
tain    any   nuitter   that    woidd    render    tlieir   publicity 
i'lexpcdient.    it   wcuild    he    obviously   ineonvenient    to 
depart    tVoni   the  prineiple   established   for   the  public 
udvantairo,    that  the   coninuinieations   wliich  the  conti- 
dentTal  Officers  of  the  Crown  are  called  upon  to  submit 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Executive  sliould,  except  iu 
peculiar  cases,  be  held  sacred.     A  brea(di  of  contidence 
in  this  respect  umst  tend  to  deprive  the  Government  of 
the  full  and  unres  rved  assistance  of  its  le<j;al   und  con- 
Htitutional   advisers,  and   thereby  eventually   produce  u 
pernicious  eifect  on    the  efficient    administration  of  the 
public  service. 

"  Under  this  impression,  wliicli  is  in  accordance  with 
the  principles  1  announced  in  my  address  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  I  must,  thouj^-h  reluctantly, 
decline  to  furnish  this  part  of  the  informatiim  prayed  for. 

The  public  accounts  with  tlie  usual  statcmenty  of  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  preceding  year  were 
laid  before  the  Assembly  early  in  the  session,  and  with 
them  the  estimates  for  the  current  year,  His  Excellency 
expressing  by  message  liis  confident  reliance  upon  the 
liberaUty  of  the  Assembly  for  the  necessary  su])plie8.* 

•  By  the  Public  Accounts,  laid  before  the  Assembly,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  gross  amount  of  revenue  for  the  year  ended 
the  lOlh  October,  1835,  was  £205,910  sterling,  leaving  to 
Lower  Canada,  after  deduciing  £54,876  due  to  Upper  Canada 
as  its  proportion,  together  with  £7,327  for  collection,  and 
several  small  items  lor  commission  on  incidents,  drawbacks, 
Ac,  a  net  revenue  of  £140,747.  The  net  increase  arising 
from  duties  under  the  Imperial  Act,  14  Geo.  III.,  which  for 
the  year  1792  did  not  omount  to  £5,000,  [see  vol.  l,page 
152,]  now    exceeded  JE50,000.     The  Casual  and   Territorial 
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i;'iiev;inccs,  which  with 
the  other  usual  Standing  Coiuinittecs  had  been  revived 
with  the  session,  was  on  motion  of  Dr.  O'Callaghan  in- 
structed "  to  cn(juire  into  the  'proceedings,"  (the  result 
whereof  had  been  laid  last  session,  by  message  from 
Lord  Aylmer,  before  the  Assembly  as  already  mention- 
ed,) "  adopted  by  either  house  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, relative  to  the  petitions  addressed  by  this  House 
and  by  the  people  of  this  Province  to  His  Majesty,  and 
the  said  Parliament,  in  the  year  183  4,  on  the  state  of 
the  Province."  These  were  the  petitions  framed  ou 
the  92  resolutions.* 

The  meuaci'ig  attitude  assumed  by  the  Assembly,  and 
tho  hostile  language  used  by  members  in  the  dcba'os 
daily  occurring  in  it,  and  seconded  by  that  of  their  sup- 
porters throughout  the  Province,  particularly  in  the 
District  of  Montreal,  afforded  just  cause  of  alarm  to  the 
loyal  population,  who,  deeming  the  Government  crimin- 
ally supine,  began  seriously  to  look  to  their  defence  in- 
dependently of  it.  The  spontaneous  formation  of  a 
Volunteer  Rifle  Corps  was  proposed  at  Montreal,  and 
immediately  filled  up  by  young  ^men  of  that  city,  who, 
to  legalise  the  corps,  made  a  tender  to  the  Governor  of 
their  services  in  case  of  need.t 


Revenue  had  also  from  £720  for  the  t'ormer  year  now  increas- 
ed to  £5,209. 

*  The  famous  92  Resolutions  h..  re  been  ascribed  to  the  joint 
labours    of  different  members  of   the  Assembly,  they  were, 
however,  composed  from  first  to  last  by  Mr.  Papineau. 
t  "  To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  Archibald,  Earl  of 
Gosford,  &.C.,  Ac,  &c.,  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  Province 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  &c. 
"  Tho  Memorial  of  F.  C.  T.  Arnoldi,  of  Montreal,  Doctor  of 
Medicine  ;  Francis  Hunter  of  Montreal,  Merchant;  Robert 
Weir,  junior,  of  Montreal,  Merchant  ;  Aaron  P.  Hart,  of 
Montreal,   Advocate  ;  and  Robert  McKay,   of  Montreal, 
Gentleman — on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  His  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  subjects  residing  in  Montreal,  respectfully 
showeth  to  Your  Excellency  : 
"  That  at  a  meeting  of  certain  of  His  Majesty's  faithful  sub- 
jects, residing  in  the  City  of  Montreal,  held  on  the  ItUh  of  the 
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The  offer,  liowevcr,  was  declined  by  the  (lovt-rnor 
in  chief,*  but  the  orixuiiziKon  of  the  corps  never- 
theless proceeded,  until  the  appearance  ol'  a  pro- 
present  month  of  December,  it  was  unanimoudlyresolvcil,  that 
it  was  expedient  to  form  an  As?ociation  to  consist  of  eipjht 
hundred  effect!  'e  men,  to  be  desigmitoil  under  the  appeUation 
of  '  The  British  lUtie  Corps.' 

"  That  the  individuals  composinp;  the  said  mceti;!g  being 
greatly  desirous  of  following  a  mode  of  proceeding  strictly 
constitutional  did  on  the  22ud  day  of  December,  unanimously 
resolve  to  memorialize  Your  Plxcellency,  as  His  Majesty's 
representative  in  this  Province,  to  (jbtam  your  Kxcellency's 
sanction  to  the  organization  of  '  The  JJritish  Iliile  Corps.' 

Your  memorialists  l^irilier  beg  leave  respectfully  tojassure 
Your  Excellency,  that  the  sole  aim  of  His  .Maj.s'.y's  subjects 
who  are  desirous  of  organizing  themselves  as  above  slated, 
and  for  which  object  Your  Excellency's  sanction  is  solicited, 
is  to  assist,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  their  power,  to  preserve 
inviolate  the  connection  which  exists  jetweeu  Great  Biiiaiii 
and  Lower  Canada,  and  to  maintain  animpaired  the  rights 
and  privileges  conliimed  to  them  by  the  Constitution. 

"Wherefore,  your  memorialists,  an  ho  were  at  the  said 
meeting  appointed  to  address  Your  Excellency,  on  behalf  of 
His  Majesty's  said  subjects,  do  most  respectfully  pray  that 
Your  Excellency  will  be  picas-  d  to  sanciion  the  formation 
of  the  British  liifle  Corps  in  Montreal,  and  also  the  nomi- 
nation of  such  oHicers  as  may  be  appointed  in  the  said  Corps 
by  those  whom  Your  memorialists  now  represent. 

"And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  l^ound,  will  ever  pray."' 
♦Castle  of  St  Le\\is,  Que!  ec,  28  December,  1835. 

•'GkntlemkxV, — I  have  receive  1  and  laid  before  the  Gov- 
ernor in  Chief  your  memorial  dated  the  22nd  instant,  in 
which,  on  behalf  of  yourself  and  others,  you  pray  the  sanc- 
tion of  His  Excellency  on  the  orgiuization  of  eight  hundred 
efficient  men,  in  Montreal,  under  the  appellation  of  the  "Bri- 
tisli  Rilie  Corps,'  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  as  far  as  it  may 
be  in  yourpov.er,  '  to  preserve  inviolate  the  connection  which 
exists  between  Great  Britain  and  Lower  Canada,  and  to 
maintain  unimpaired  the  privileges  coniirmed  to  you  by  the 
Constitution. 

'•I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  in  reply,  that  tbo  connec- 
tion and  the  rights  which  you  mention,  are  not  considered 
by  His  Excellency  to  be  iu  danger;  and  that,  if  theyAvere, 
their  safety  would  be  be«t  provided  tor  by  the  authority  of 
Government,  and  not  by  the  formation,  in  the  time  of  entire 
peace,  of  an  armed  corps  at  the  instance  of  private  individuals 
Such  a  measure  is  calculated  not  to  promote  the  good  purposes 
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clamatiou  ])uttin^'  it  down  took  place,  upon  which 
the  Ijody  dissolve  i  itself.  The  proclamation  declared 
the  proceedings  of  the  "  ]5ritish  liifle  Corps,"  in  Mon- 
treal, to  be  "  unconstitutional  and  illegal,'  and  *'  solemn- 
ly warned  all  liis  Majesty's  leige  subjects  in  this  Pro- 
vince, to  abstain  from  taking  any  part  therein,  and  a- 
gainst  entering  into  anysuch  unauthorized  combinations, 
whereby  they  might  draw  upon  themselves  the  penalties 
consequent  upon  their  violation  of  the  law,  and  upon 
the  claims  which  might  result  from  a  disturbance  of  the 
peace  of  this  portion  of  His  ^Majesty's  dominions."* 

you  stiteyou  have  in  view,  but  on  the  contrary,  to  endanger 
the  public  tranquility,  which,  His  Excellency  desires  me  to 
assure  you  he  is  resolved  to  maintain  against  all  attempts, 
from  wliatever  quarter  proceeding,  to  the  full  extent  of  tlio 
powers  vested  in  him  by  law. 

'•  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

S.  Walcott,  Civil  Secretary. 

"It  was  resolved  that  the  Committee  should  prepare  ano- 
ther address  to  His  Excellency,  stating  on  what  grounds  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  establ.sh  a  Rifle  Corps  in  Montreal, 
and  that  ni  the  m3antime  tho  organization  of  the  Corps  should 
proceed  as  if  no  answer  had  been  received  from  His  Excel- 
lency. The  meeting  to  take  place  at  Kaunt/i's,  Nelson  Uotel,on 
Thursdav.of  which  uue  notice  will  be  given  in  the  newspapers. 

*The  Corps  in  dissolving  itself  in  obedieuce  to  theproclama. 
tion,  caused  the  following  to  be  presented  to  Lord  Gosford 
on  the  occasion. 

"  Whereas,  Your  Excellency  having  thought  fit,  *  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  His  Majesty's  Executive  Coun- 
cil,' to  suppress,  by  proclamation,  an  association  in  Mon- 
treal, under  the  denomina'ion  of  the  '  British  R  fle  Corps, — 
we,  the  late  Committee  thereof  consequently  beg  to  inform 
Your  Excellency,  that  immediately  on  such  proclamation 
having  been  known,  aspontanecus  dissolution  of  the  Corps 
was  effected. 

"Wherefore,  it  is  hoped  that  Your  Excellency,  and  such  of 
His  Majesty's  Executive  Council  as  advised  Your  Excellency 
in  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure,  will  duly  appreciate  the 
verv  tolerating  and  peaceable  disposition  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  which  the  Corps  was  composed. 

"  That  Your  Excellency  has  misconstrued  the  avowed  deter- 
mination ot  the  '  British  Rifle  Corps'  to  support  and  assist  in 
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The  following  rosolutions  passed,  in  consequence 
of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Walcott,  will  ex])laiii  the  rea- 
sons assigned  for  the  ibnnation  of  the  Corps  and  the 
exasperation  that  unhappily  existed. — 

"  Resolved,  that  this  nieetintr  considers  it  a  duty 
to  express  its  dissent  from  the  opinion  <»f  II is  Excel- 
lency, as  conveyed  in  the  answer  of  Mr.  Secreta  y  Wal- 
cott, to  the  memorial  of  the  Committee  of  the  '  British 
Rifle  Corps,'  that  the  connection  between  this  Colony 
and  the  Mother  Country,  and  our  rights  and  privileges 
as  British  subjects,  '  are  not  in  danger. 

"  Resolved,  that  the  treasonable  language  uttered  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  Committees, 
the  revoluti(mary  doctrines  disseminated  by  different 
Members  of  the  majority  of  the  flouse  of  Assembly,  and 
some  members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  among  the 
<|uietl3''  di  posed  Canadians  ;  the  perseverance  of  these 
'would-be'  republicans  to  excite  a  spirit  of  hatred  against 
British-born  sultjccts  and  British  interests,  and  the  un- 
qualified manner  in  which  they  have  expres.sed  their  de- 
termination, to  exert  themselves  to  their  utmost  to  ob- 
tain the  abolition  of  theLegislative  CV)uncil  and  a  separa- 
ti)n  from  the  Mother  C<nuitry,  fully  warrant  this  meet- 
ing in  dissenting  from  His  Kxcellenfy.who  considers  that 

in  maintaining  the  Constitution  and  British  interests  in  this 
Province  into  acts  subversive  thereof,  and  that  Your  Excel- 
lency listened  to  the  sdvice  and  consent  of  only  such  of  His 
Majesty's  Executive  Couucil  as  aj-e  avowedly  hostile  to  every 
British  subject  and  British  interest  in  the  Province,  are 
suppositions  which  the  line  of  policy  your  Excellency  has 
adopted  towards  the  British  Ritle  Corps,  and  the  Gallicisms 
in  your  Excellency's  proclamation  have  rendered  indubit- 
able. 

"In  conclusion,  as  Committee-mcu  of  the  British  Ptifles  we 
must  express  to  your  Excellency  our  regret  that  tlie  day  has 
arrived  when,  in  a  Colony  coiuiucrc  d  bv  British  jirms,a  body 
of  loyal  subjects  has  been  treated  as  tr.ators,  by  a  British 
Governor,  for  no  other  crime  than  of  rousing  thtmselves  to 
their  persons  and  property,  and  to  assist  in  maintainir.g  the 
rights  and  privileg's  granted  to  them  by  the  Constitution 
F.  G.  T.  AuNoLDi,  xM  D.,  F.  Hcnteu,  R.  M'Kay 
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the  connection  and  the  rights  and  privilcgoH  mentioned 
in  our  memorial,  'are  not  in  danger.' 

"  Kcsolved,  that  this  meeting  does  not  entertain 
the  slightest  doubt  that  the  a'lthority  of  Government 
can  provide  for  the  safety,  the  connection,  and  the 
rights  and  privileges  alluded  to  ;  and  it  is  in  conse- 
quence of  sucli  conviction,  that  this  meeting  sees  the 
propriety  of  organizing  an  efficient  body  of  citizens, 
with  the  view  to  avert  the  necessity  for  the  Govern- 
ment having  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  that  connec- 
tion and  tliose  rights,  and  to  affurd  a  ready  and  oiTectu- 
al  co-operation  for  their  maintenance. 

"  llesolvcd,  that  this  meeting  has  just  grounds  for 
again  differing  from  His  Excellency,  when  he  states 
that  this  is  '  a  time  of  entire  peace,'  inasmuch,  as  it 
is  notorious  that  during  tlic  last  elections,  a  great 
number  of  Canadians  from  the  neighbouring  parishes, 
were  induced  by  the  French  demagogues  to  assem- 
ble in  Montreal,  for  the  purpose  of  overpowering  the 
British  electors  \- — that  under  the  false  pretence  of 
more  effectually  providing  for  the  safety  of  the  city, 
nearly ^te  hundred  men  were  illegally  added  to  the 
watch  by  the  principal  authorities,  and  under  that 
guise,  tliis  body,  con)manded  by  two  or  iJiree  Mem- 
bers of  the  present  majority  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, did  unprovokedly  attack  the  persons,  and  des- 
troy the  property  of  Ilis  Majesty's  liege  subjects, 
and  were  subsec^uently  remunerated  for  their  ser- 
vices, out  of  the  city  funds  ; — that  a  respectable  and 
inoffensive  citizen  was  wantonly  attacked,  and  severe- 
ly beaten  in  his  own  house,  violently  dragged  thence 
and  confined  during  a  whole  night,  by  the  captain  and 
others  of  the  watch,  and  this  with  impunity.' 

*'  Resolved,  that  a  certain  ?.Iember  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  notorious  for  his  revolutionary  principles, 
and  who  lias  the  connnand  of  a  company,  an  already 
organized  Rifle  Corps  in  this  city,  did,  on  the  5th  May, 
lSv34<,  address  the  fbllowiiig  circular  to  the  members  of 
his  company : — 
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"Monday,  May  f),  1835. 

"  Sir, — I  rcfiuest  your  attendance  at  drill  this  even- 
inp: ;  I  desire  to  know  on  whom  I  can  depend,  for 
Thursday  next  ;  beinir  a  holiday,  the  company  will 
turn  out  to  practise  firinj^,  and  T  will  award  a  medal  to 
the  best  shot.  If  you  do  not  show  more  activity  and 
zeal  for  the  con^pany,  I  am  afraid  it  must  be  dissolved, 
to  the  (jraatjoy  of  ynnr political  cnemirs. 

Yours,  &c.,         SABREV0I8  De  Bleury. 

(^tptain.'^ 

That  the  political  enemies  here  alluded  to  are  the 
English,  Irish  and  Scotch  inhabitants  of  this  Pro- 
vince, in  opposition  to  those  of  French  Canadian 
orii^in  and  that  the  same  individual,  on  a  late  occasion' 
with  a  portion  of  his  company  under  arms,  as  his 
Excellency  has  been  authentically  informed,  was  guilty 
of  conduct  universally  stigmatised  as  disgraceful  to  a 
soldier,  and  tending  to  a  *'  disturbance  of  the  public 
tranquility." 

''  Ilcsolved,  that  the  fore-mo!itioned  circumstances 
strongly  demonstrate  the  determination  which  the 
revolutionary  party  has  come  to,  of  trampling  under 
foot  the  liberties  of  British  subjects,  and  of  gaining  an 
ascendency  by  physical  force. 

"  Resolved,  that  it  is  deemed  cxpcndicnt  for  the 
better  preservation  of  those  rights  and  privileges, 
conferred  by  the  Constitution,  to  maintain  the  posi- 
tion already  assumed  by  the  British  llifle  Corps,  and 
as  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  His  Lordship  will 
be  pleased  to  reconsider  his  reply,  and  permit  the 
reorganizing  and  arming  of  the  Corps,  that  we  proceed 
so  far  as  justifiable  in  the  organization  and  training  re- 
quisite, so  that  in  emergency  our  efforts  may  be  the 
more  prompt  and  efficient. 

"  Resolved,  that  our  Committee  draw  up  a  com- 
munication and  bye-laws  for  the  government  of  the 
Corps,  that  these  resolutions  be  published  in  all  the 
Constitutional  papers    within   this  Province,  and  that 
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a  copy  bo  transmitted  to  Quebec,  for  tlie  iufoinuition  of* 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief. 

A  memorial  was  addressed  to  Hi.s  Excellency  in  con- 
sequence of  the  above,  as  follows  :  — 
To  His  Excellency  the   llight  Honorable  Archibald, 

Earl  of  Gosford, 
The  Memorial  of  Frs.  C.  T.  Arnoldi,  of  Montreal, 
Doctor  of  Medicine ;  Francis  Hunter,  of  Mon- 
treal, Merchant  ;  lloWt  Weir,  Junior,  of  Mon- 
treal, Merchant ;  Aaron  P.  liart,  of  Montreal,  Ad- 
vocate,"and  Robert  Mnckay,  of  Montreal,  Gentleman 
— on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others.  His  M.MJesty's 
faithful  subjects. 
Respectfully  sheweth, 

"  That  your  m.emoriali8ts  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
acknowled<i;e  the  receipt  of  Your  Excellency's  reply 
to  their  former  memorial  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  in 
which  Your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  state  that  the 
connection  between  this  Colony  and  the  Mother  Coun- 
try, and  our  rights  and  privileges,  a,'  conlirmed  to  us  by 
the  Constitution,  "  were  not  considered  by  Your  Excel- 
lency to  be  in  danger."  . 

"  That  your  memorialists  have  most  respectfully  to 
express,  on  the  part  of  the  body  they  represent,  their 
regret  that  they  cannot  participate  in  the  opinion  so  en- 
tertained by  Your  Excellency. 

''That  in  support  of  the  dissent  of  your  memorialists 
they  would  beg  leave  to  refer  to  facts — 

"  That  the  House  of  Assembly  has  repeatedly  pro- 
claimed a  determination  to  effect  a  change  in  the 
Constitution  ol  Government  established  in  this  Pro- 
vince, which  cannot  be  reasonably  looked  for  so  long 
as  the  existinii;  form  of  Government  in  the  British 
Empire  is  preserved,  and  which,  if  effected,  will  in- 
evitably cause  a  speedy  separation  of  the  Colony 
from  the  Mother  Country.  It  has  not  hesitated  to 
use  the  threat,  that  so  soon  as  an  increase  in  the 
Provincial  population  will  justify    the   attempt,    that 
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it  shall  he  made,  in  order  to  maintain  ''  tlio  inappreci- 
able advantages  of'self  <^overnnient,"  should  that  period 
not  be  anticipated  by  "seeking  elsewhere  u  remedy," 
for  their  alleged  grievances. 

"  That  the  Speaker  has,  on  the  fl<^or  of  the  House, 
during  the  present  session,  declared  his  resolution  to 
persevere  in  certain  njeasures,  in  order  to  ensure  a 
speedy  dissolution  ol' the  connection  between  the  Colony 
and  the  United  Kini'dom,  and  the  establishment  of  lie- 
publican  institutions  in  Lower  Canada. 

"  For  these  reasons,  and  for  frcfpient  invasions  of 
their  rights  and  privileges  by  the  Assembly,  and 
other  constituted  authorities,  ycmr  memoralists  do  not 
hesitate  to  assert  that  macliinations  are  in  progress 
dangerous  to  that  connection,  so  hapjiily  existing,  and 
to  those  rights  and  privileges  wliich  ns  liritojis  and  the 
descendants  of  Britons,  they  are  resolved  to  ^ireservo 
against  all  attempts,  from  whc'itsocvev  (piartcr  proceed- 
ing, at  the  sacrifice  of  their  lives. 

"  111  would  it  become  your  memorialists,  and  faith- 
less would  they  be  to  that  spirit  which  distinguishes 
tlie  British  nation,  and  which  C(jually  characterizes 
the  population  of  British  descent,  spread  over  North 
America,  did  they  not  denounce  as  dangerous  and 
criminal  that  delusion  which  prompts  the  fragments 
of  a  foreign  race,  inhabiting  a  sma.U  section  of  this 
Continent,  to  attempt  to  erect  a  distinct  power,  pro- 
fessing a  policy  and  principles  hostile  to  the  spirit  and 
institutions  which  predominate  over  that  immense  terri- 
tory. 

"  Your  memorialists  would  further  beg  leave  to 
state,  that  the  British  Rifle  C»n"ps  is  composed  of  men 
banded  together  to  promote  good  purpose,  and  incapable 
of  stating  anything  but  their  real  intentions,  that  they 
shall  always  be  found  prompt  at  the  call  of  their  King  and 
country,  eager  to  defend  British  institutions,  and  re- 
solved to  protect  their  rights  and  privileges  as  the 
dearest  legacy  of  their  fathers. 
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*'  And  your  uieniorialists  as  in  duty  bound  will  every 
pray. 

The  Colonird  Secretary,  Mr.  Spring  Rice,  had  in- 
formed Lord  Aylnier,  })y  letter  of  the  11th  Novem- 
ber, 1SI>4,  that  a  vactmcy  had  occurred  in  the  office 
of  Judge  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  by  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Kerr,  and  that  in  consequence  of  that 
removal  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  suggest  to  liim  the 
expediency  of  resigning  his  scat  on  the  Bench  at 
Quebec.  Mr.  Spring  Rice  observed  that  he  had  not 
as  yet  obtained  3Ir.  Kerr's  definitive  reply,  but, 
doubted  not  that  his  resignation  would  be  given  in. 
Under  these  circumstances  lie  requested  Lord  Aylmer 
to  provide  him  with  the  names  of  six  or  more  gen- 
tlemen, from  amongst  whom  he  should  endeavour  to 
select  sucli  persons  as  were  best  calculated  to  fill  these 
important  offices,  (Judge  of  the  Admiralty  and 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,)  stating  it  also 
to  be  his  desire  that  the  offices  held  by  Mr.  Kerr 
should  be  in  future  severed.  "  At  all  times,"  he 
observed  in  this  letter,  ''  but  more  particularly  at  a 
moment  like  the  present  I  feel  it  of  the  highest  im- 
portance that  no  persons,  who  can  be  considered  as 
strong  pclitical  partizans,  should  be  placed  on  the 
B(;nch  in  Lower  Canada.  It  is  of  course  too  much 
to  expect  on  the  part  of  men  engaged  in  an  active 
profession  like  that  of  the  law,  an  indifference  to 
political  opinions,  but  I  may  j>erhaps  be  permitted 
to  hope,  that  at  the  Bar  of  Canada,  individuals  may  be 
found  whose  demeanor  and  conduct  have  been  calm  and 
moderate,  and  such  as  not  to  create  any  personal  indis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  most  reasonable  portion  of 
the  public. 

^'  Looking,"  he  continued,  "  at  the  list  of  Judges 
of  Lower  Canada  as  it  stood  before  the  late  events, 
I  perceive  that  out  of  twelve  names,  there  are  but 
three  which  bespeak  a  French  origin.  I  need  not 
point   out    to  your  Lordship  the  extreme  importance 
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that  in  any  seiectu  ii  to  be  made  fur  the  15ench.  a 
complete  faniiliarity  with  and  kiiowled;:;e  of  the 
French  laniiuaue  and  of  Cantidian  law,  sliould  be  con- 
sidered as  indisponsal)le  (jualitics," 

Mr.  Sprini;'  ilicc  bein«^  sluirtly  after  the  date  of 
the  a]  OVG  letter,  succeeded  in  the  Colonial  office  by 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Lord  Aylmer  in  a  despatch  of 
2ljrd  January,  183:"),  to  the  latter,  observes  in  retereTicc 
to  the  instructions  he  had  received  tVoni  his  predeces- 
sor : 

*'  I  cannot  conceal  from  you  that  the  instructions 
of  Mr.  Spring  lljce,  if  it  shall  be  decided  to  act  upon 
them,  will  be  productive  of  no  small  degree  of  em- 
barrassment to  me.  If  the  appointments  to  office 
in  this  Colony  are  to  be  placed  upon  a  footing  differ- 
ent from  that  which  was  hitlierto  been  the  practice, 
and  that  too  in  a  way  evidently  to  exhibit  a  dimi- 
nished contidence  in  the  discretion  of  the  Governor 
in  his  selections  for  office,  his  situation  must  be 
greatly  lowered  in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  That, 
however,  is  a  point  upon  whicli  the  iSecretury  of 
State  must  decide;  it  is  for  him  to  consider  upon 
what  footing  it  is  most  advantageous,  to  the  King's 
service  that  His  Majesty's  lleprcsentative  in  the 
Province  should  be  placed ;  but  I  am  apprehensive 
that  the  effect  of  any  such  appearance  of  diminished 
confidence  in  the  discretion  of  the  Governor  as  I 
have  described,  will  be  felt  m  a  way  that  possibly 
was  not  contemplated  when  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
Spring  Ilicc  were  drawn  up.  I  mean  to  say  that  it 
will  create  apprehensions  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
aspire  to  public  situations  in  the  Province,  that  the 
interest  made  at  the  Colonial  Office  by  persons  of 
influence  in  the  Mother  Country,  will  be  suffered  to 
have  greater  weight  than  has  hitherto  been  allowed  in 
the  disposal  of  those  situations,  and  which  will  operate  to 
their  disadvantao-e. 
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will  be  I'ound,  T  tbink,  extremely  sensitive  on  this 
point. 

''  I  apprehend  that  it  would  be  diftienlt  to  find 
one  out  of  any  '  six  or  more  gentlemen,'  of  sufliei- 
ont  cniineuce  in  their  profession  to  entitle  them  to 
that  distinction,  who  wouM  ))e  willing-  to  accept  at 
tlie  hands  of  the  (Jovernor,  under  these  circum- 
.stanees,  the  provisiojinl  appoinnient  of  Judirc;  he 
would  con.sidei"  that  at  least  he  would  have  five 
chances  to  one  auainst  liis  ultimate  success,  and 
should  lie  after  all  be  rejected,  he  would  have  to 
endure  the  mortification  of  descendin;^-  from  the 
Bench  U)  make  way  for  more  fortunate  and  per- 
haps a  junior  candidate.  And  here  let  me  remark 
that  the  notoriety  of  this  mode  of  n^commending  and 
appointing  to  oflices  is  inevitable :  it  cannot  be  kept 
secret;  for  the  (lovernor  would  hardly  take  upou 
himself  to  submit  to  the  ^Secretary  of  State  the  names 
of  any  number  of  gentlemen,  without  having  first  as- 
certained from  eacli  respectively,  whether  the  situation 
to  be  filled  up  would  be  acceptable  to  him." 

Mr.  Spring  Ilice,  in  the  despatch  above  referred  to, 
also  observes,  "  at  all  times,  but  particularly  at  a  mo- 
ment like  the  present,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance 
that  no  jxirson  wlio  on  be  considered  as  strong  po- 
litical partisans,  should  be  placed  on  the  Bench  in 
Lower  Canada" — and  he  observes  further  on,  ''  when 
T  advert  to  the  line  adopted  by  Mr.  Gale  before  the 
Committee  of  lcS28,  and  his  connection  with  the  mea- 
sures of  those  timesj  I  very  much  fear  that  he  will 
be  looked  upon  with  distrust  by  a  very  consider- 
able portion  of  the  community  in  Lower  Canada." 
In  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  first  pan  of  the  fore- 
going quotation,  "  I  do,'  observes  Lord  Aylmer  in 
answer,  "  most  heartily  concur.     It  is  most  desirable. 
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that  i»o  ])crson,  who  can  he  con.sideri'd  as  atronir  politi- 
cal partisans,  sln»uld  be  jtlaced  on  the  Bench  ;  and 
I  think  a  better  .••.jjuaintance,  with  the  character 
of  Mr.  Gale  would  have  shown,  that  in  sclecthig 
him  i'or  a  se;it  on  the  Bench,  the  principle  ir»  (jiie^- 
tion  has  not  been  lost  sight  ol'  by  me.*' 

"  I  know  not  what  ground  of  objection  may  have 
been  furnished  by  Mr.  dale,  when  in  England,  and 
under  examination  before  the  (\)mmitte  of  1H28  ; 
but  having  since  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Spring  Kicc'H 
despatch,  read  Mr.  Gale's  evidence  before  that  Com- 
mittee, I  must  conl'ess  that  I  cannot  find  in  it  any 
thiuLL'  that  I  should  consider  as  a  bar  to  hi.s  advance- 
ment  in  the  line  of  his  profe.'^sion  as  a  Lawyer.  It  h 
very  true  that  !Mr.  (jale.  in  the  course  of  his  evidence, 
takes  v,  view  of  the  affairs  of  this  Colony  widely  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  a  certain  party  in  the  Province, 
but  in  which  he  is  by  no  means  singular  for  that 
(whether  it  be  the  true  one  or  not  is  immaterial  to 
the  argument,)  is  also  that  of  a  v^ery  respectable  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  ;  but  the  fact 
is,  that  since  that  period,  that  is,  since  the  year 
1828,  Mr.  Gale,  (as  far  as  I  can  learn)  has  taken  no 
prominent  part  in  the  political  discussions  of  tlie 
Province. 

"  For  the  rcsi,  Mr.  Gale  is  a  gentlemen  of  indepen- 
dent fortune  and  unblemished  reputation,  and  highly 
respected  in  his  public  and  private  capacity  by  the 
Judges  and  members  of  the  legal  profession  in  the 
Province  ;  his  claims  to  respect  cannot  be  and  arc 
not  denied  him  in  any  quarer,  and  I  belive  even 
that  very  many  of  those  who  in  the  first  instance 
where  averse  to  his  appointment,  have  cerused  to  com- 
plain of  it.  It  is  an  appointment  which  I  will  confi- 
dently assert  is  very  generally  approved  of,  and  ara 
convinced  that  his  removal  from  it  would  have  an 
nnf\\vorable  effect  in  tlie  Province." 


'  Pi! 

■n 


i 


'     I 


I 


-^i 


i   I 


154 


In  Ji  d(\sp;it('l»  iVoiii  Lord  AlicrdiM-n  of  t)i«^  2ii<l 
April,  1835,  to  Lord  Aylmcr,  His  Kxci'llciipy  is  iii- 
loriiKMl  tliJit  ''  Mr.  Krrr  li.iviiig  Ixu'ti  rciuovod  tVoiii 
his  j«nli(;i;il  oflico,  it  Ik'coiik'S  needless  to  enter  npoti 
inv(5.stii:;ation    of  tli(^    i):irti(!td;ir    eli.irL'«^s   bronuht 
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''  In  (!onse((U(!nee  of  the  vaeaney  thus  oe<'asioncd, 
it  will  devolvi!  upoti  your  Lordship  to  t>eleet,  from 
among  tht;  nieiii])erH  of  tho  Bar  of  liOW(»r  Canada. 
the  individual  whoni  your  Jiordsjiij)  may  consider 
most  fit  to  bo  ap}»oinlod  to  a  seat  u]M»n  tlie  IJeueh. 
In  making  this  seleetion,  I  need  scarcely  recall  to 
your  Lords]ii})'s  attention  the;  claims  to  ])referment 
which  are  possessiMl  by  tho  j^cnitlemen  of  the  Bar  of 
French  extraction  ;  and  I  have  there  Pore  to  n^(jnest 
that,  on  this  occasion,  your  l/oidship  would  bo 
pleased  to  select  from  amonjj,  them  such  person, 
whose  appointnumt  in  your  judgment  may  best  de- 
serve the  coniirmation  of  His  Majesty's  (iovern- 
ineut.  The  desire  which,  I  aui  eonlident  your  Lord- 
ship feels,  to  moot  in  every  way  the  re  isonable  ex- 
pectations of  tho  iidiabitants  of  the  Province,  Avould, 
I  am  8ure,  render  superfluous  any  remarks  which  I 
might  otFer  as  to  the  considerations  by  which  your 
selection  should  be  determined  ;  and  I  shall,  there- 
fore, await  your  report  of  the  i;cntlemen  upon 
whom  your  choice  shall  fall,  in  the  persuasion  that 
the  nomination  will  be  exercised  for  the  general  ad- 
vanta»j,c  of  the  L'rovince,  and  with  an  impartial  dis- 
crimination of  individual  claims." 

From  some  causes  not  'explained,  Lord  Aylmcr 
did  not  illi  the  situation  iij  the  Court  of  Kind's 
Bench,  which  had  become  vacant  })y  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Justice  Kerr,  and  the  vacancy  still  remained  on 
the  advent  of  Lord  Gosford,  who  was  scarcely  seated 
in  his  new  station  when  the  necessity  of  immediately 
filling  the  office,  was  strongly  urged  upon  him,  pro- 
bably by  suggestion  of  expectants  of  the  api)ointmeut 
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This,  however,  he  did  not  think  lit  to  eoiiiply  with, 
until  the  Session  ^as  con.sider.ihly  mlvanred,  wiuju 
alter  reeeivinL''  an  rddress  IVom  tlie  Assenil)ly,  de>ir- 
iw^  tliut  the  vavuncy  should  l»e  lilled,  lie  tinally 
Holcc'ted  Mr.  I'll/ear  IJcdanl,  who  had  moved  the  1)2 
Uesolutions,  and  'vhoni  ho  now  pvomoted  to  the 
Bench  as  sueeessor  to  Mr.  Kerr.  'I'lu^  a|)]>ointnient 
of  this  gentleman  was  exeeediniily  un|Mt|)ular  with 
tlie  British  pul>lie,  and  all  who  were  o|>|)osed  to  the  92 
Resolutions,  nor  uuh'ed  was  it  generally  popular  with 
his  own  party,  many  of  them  deeiniii}^  (tthers  of  it  better 
entitled,  as  well  hy  seni(»rity  as  hy  }»rot'essional  cxpcri- 
euco,  to  the  post  cont'erred  upon  liim.''- 

The  speeeh  o\'  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper 
Canada  (Sir  John  C(»lh(»rne)  in  openinij;  tln^  Parlia- 
ment of  that  I'rovince  (I  Ath  January,  18:>())  had,  in 
ulludin;^  to  the  affairs  of  Ijower  (,'anada,  ;^iveu  otfenco 
to  its  leadiiL:;  politicians.  The  followin^ij;  is  the 
puvssu^e  at  vN'hich  otVenee  was  taken.  '*  The  peculiar 
position  of  Lower  Canada,  and  the  similar  const itutiou 
under  which  the  institution.s  ot  both  coloides  are  secur- 
ed, do  not  allow  the  dissensions  in  that  Province  to  be 
regarded  by  you  with  indilVerence,  nor  indeed  without 
deep  regret,  anxiety  and  apprehension  ;  the  injurious 
eftccts  of  these  influences  have  already  been  experienced  ; 
they  have  tended  apparently  to  discoura;j;e  emigra- 
tion, and  the  transfer  of  capital  to  this  country;  and 
have  acted  disadvanta<i;eously  in  respect  to  the  terms 
on  which  the  lar^e  loan  authorised  by  the  Le<j;islHturc 
was  recently  negociated  in  Knii^land.  lUit  whatever 
measures  may  be    adopted   in  consequence   of  the  in- 

*Mr.  IJedartl  was  a  son  of  the  late  Mr.  I'ierre  liciard,  who 
in  1810  incurred  the  displeasure  of  Sir  J.'inies  II.  Craij^,  and 
afterwards  WdS  appointtd  to  the  Bench  at  Three  Rivers,  lie 
was  carried  olf  by  choiera  at  Montreal,  in  1849.  Mr.  Bedard, 
though  he  did  not  rise  to  eminence,  acquitted  himself  with 
integrity  on  the  Bench,  and  was  much  esteemed  for  his  many 
social  and  domestic  qualities  by  all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaint- 
ance. 
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quiry  of  the  coniinissionors,  or  whatever  alteration  may 
be  proposed  to  remedy  the  evils  to  which  I  have  advert- 
ed, you  may  rest  assured  that  the  Constitution  of  these 
Provinces  will  be  upheld." 

It  was  therefore  resolved  on  the  27th  January,  by 
the  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada  (on  motion  of  Dr. 
O'Callaghan)"  that  this  House  will,  on  Thursday  the 
11th  of  February  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  who!e  to  take  into  conHidcrntion  certain 
passages  touchinir  the  state  of  this  Province,  in  the 
speech  delivered  by  Sir  John  Colborne,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Tapper  Canada,  at  the  opening  of  tlie 
Parliament  of  that  Province,  on  Thursday,  the  Hth 
of  flaimary  instant."-'^  A  call  of  the  House  also 
on  that  day  had  previously  been  appointed,  and  it 
moreover  was  determined  to  take  at  the  same  time  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Province.  On  the  advent 
of  the  11th  February,  the"  call  was  postponed  to  the 
next  day,  and  the  other  orders,  were  put  off  to  the  14th 
inst.  On  the  13th,  liowever,  a  circumstance  occurred 
which  decidedly  put  an  end  to  all  piospect  of  a  favora- 
ble termination  of  the  Session. 

Sir  John  Colborne  shortly  after  the  opening  of  tlie 
Legislative  session  in  Upper  Canada,  had  been  su- 
perseded in  the  government  of  that  Province  by  the 
appointment  of  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  who,  on  as- 
suming the  administration,  and  to  inform  the  Assem- 
bly of  the  steps  which  the  Home  Government  were 
pursuing,  for  an  adjustment  of  the  financial  and  other 
difficulties   in   Lower   Canada   by  the   Commissioners 

•  **  Messrs  Amiot,  Bardy,  Barnard,  Bertrand,  Besserer, 
Blanchard,  Blanchet,  Bouc,  BoufFard  Careau,  Caron,  Cazeau, 
Child,  Courteau,  Deligny,  De  Tounancour,  De  Witt,  Dubord, 
Fortin,  Fraser,  Girouard,  Huot,  Jobin,  Kiraber,  Knight.Larue, 
Leslie,  Letourneau,  Marquis,  Meilleur,  Metbot,  Morio,  Mous- 
seau,  O'Callaghan,  Proulx,  Tache,  A.  C.  Tascherean,  J.  A. 
Taschereau,  Thibeandeau,  Trude),  Vanfelson,  and  Vig-er. — 
Yeas,  42. 

**  Mess'curs  Baker,  Blackburn,  Clapham,  Grannis,  Gugy, 
Moore,  and  Power.     Nays,  7," 
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sent  out  for  the  purpose,  had  sent  down  to  that  House 
a  copy  of  the  Minister's  instructions  to  those  <j;en tie- 
men  as  furnisliod  by  liiin,  to  Sir  V.  15.  llond  for  his 
own  information  and  guidance.  The  Speaker,  (Mr. 
Bidwell)  of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  Upper  Canada, 
perceivino;  certain  discrep;incies  between  those  in- 
structions and  Lord  Gosford's  speech  at  the  opening 
of  the  session,  forwarded  extracts  from  them  to  Mr. 
Speaker  Papiiieau  for  tlic  information  of  the  body  over 
which  he  presided,  and  who  immediately  laid  them  be- 
fore the  House.  From  this  moment  it  became  certfiin 
that  Lord  Crosford's  mission  was  a  failure. 

His  Excellency  in  consenuence  of  this  communi- 
cation sent  down  a  messaa-o  on  the  15th,  statine;  that 
''having  observed  from  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  that  they  liave  entered  on  their  Jour- 
nals, certain  extracts  from  the  Instructions  to  the 
King's  Commissiuners  in  Lower  Canada,  in  the 
shape  in  which  they  WT.re  recently  laid  before  the 
Legislature  of  the  Upper  Province,  thinks  it  right 
that  the  Assembly  should  be  furnished  with  the  same 
in  a  more  accurate  and  complete  form,  and  therefore 
transmits  herewith  copies  of  all  those  parts  of  the  In- 
structions which  have  reference  to  the  topics  embraced 
in  the  extracts  received  by  the  House  ^from  Upper 
Canada. 

"  The  Governor  in  Chief  has  only  to  add,  that  he 
has  already  conveyed  in  his  speech  at  the  opening 
of  the  session,  the  sense  in  which  these  instruc- 
tions are  understood  by  those  who  execute  them, 
and  that  to  the  construction  then  put  on  them,  and 
to  every  declaration  made  by  him  on  first  meeting  the 
Legislature  of  this  Province,  he  continues  steadfastly  to 
adhere." 

This,  however,  did  not  re-establish  the  confidence 
which  the  revelation  of  His  Excellency's  instructions  in 
the  manner  mentioned  had  shaken. 
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The  AsHCiiibly  pusscd  (yeas  47,  nays  G,)  the  follow- 
ing resolutiouH  in  reference  to  Sir  John  Colborne's 
speech : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, that  this  House,  in  its  exertions  to  procure  a 
redress  of  the  various  jjjrievances  under  which  the 
people  of  this  Province  labour,  and  to  introduce  a 
good  and  responsible  system  of  local  government, 
have,  in  addition  to  the  other  weighty  and  substantial 
reasons  by  which  it  has  been  guided,  been  greatly 
encouraged  by  the  hope  and  expectation  thut  any 
amelioration  in  the  political  institutions  of  the  colony 
would  be  followed,  of  right,  by  similar  advantages  to 
our  brethren  inhabiting  the  sister  Provinces  of  British 
North  America. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commit- 
tee, that  the  political  reforms  which  this  House  and 
the  good  people  of  this  Province  have  been  for  a 
great  many  years  endeavouring  to  obtain,  have  at 
various  epochs  been  ex})lained  by  the  votes,  resolu- 
tions and  addresses  of  this  House,  and  by  the  peti- 
tions of  the  people  themselves.  That  the  principal 
object  of  those  reforms  is  : — To  render  the  Executive 
Council  of  this  Province  directly  responsible  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  and  practice  of  the  British  Constitution  as 
they  obtain  in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  to  extend  the 
principle  of  election  to  the  Legislative  Council,  which 
branch  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  has  hitherto  pro- 
ved, by  reason  of  its  independence  of  the  people,  and 
of  its  imperfect  and  vicious  constitution  insufficient 
to  perform  the  functions  for  which  it  was  originally 
designed ;  to  place  under  the  constitutional  and  salu- 
tary control  of  this  House  the  whole  of  the  revenues 
levied  in  this  Province  from  whatever  source  arising ; 
to  abolish  pluralities,  or  the  cumulation  in  one  person 
of  several  or  incompatible  offices ;  to  procuve  the  re- 
peal of  certain  statutes  passed  by  the  Imperial  Par- 
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liament, in  which  the  peopUv  of  this  Province  arc  not 
and  cannot  be  represented,  which  acts  are  an  in- 
fringement of  tlic  rii^hts  and  privilcLies  of  tlie  Leirisla- 
ture  of  this  colony,  and  arc  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  thereof;  to  obtain  ovei-  the  internal 
affairs  of  this  Province,  and  over  the  manauement  and 
settlement  of  the  wild  lands  thereof  (for  the  advan- 
t.'ige  and  benefit  of  all  classes  of  His  .Majesty's  sub- 
jects therein  without  distinction),  that  wholesome  and 
necessary  control  which  springs  from  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution  itself,  and  of  riuht  belonixs  to  the 
Legislature,  and  more  particularly  to  this  House  as 
the  representatives  of  the  people  ;  which  reforms  are 
specially  calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province ;  to  draw  more 
close  the  ties  which  attach  the  colony  to  the  British 
empire,  and  can  in  no  way  prejudice  or  injure  the  in- 
terests of  any  of  the  sister  Provinces. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, that  it  has  long  been  the  aim  of  the  enemies 
of  these  colonies,  by  deliberate  and  unfounded  mis- 
representations to  engender  dissensions  and  bad  feel- 
ings between  ::he  people  thereof,  in  the  hope  of  pre- 
venting all  union  of  purpose  among  the  said  people, 
and  of  thereby  preventing  the  reform  of  those  many 
abuses  and  evils  of  which  the  people  have  so  fre 
quently  complained,  and  which  are  connived  at  or 
upheld  for  the  advantage  of  a  minority  hitherto  un- 
justly possessing,  and  still  endeavoring  to  maintain,  a 
political  ascendency  in  this  Province,  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  all  good  government. 

"  Kesolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, that  this  House  has  seen  with  extreme  concern, 
a  speech  delivered  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada,  by  His 
Excellency  Sir  John  Colborne,  late  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor of  that  Province,  at  a  moment  when  his  sudden 
recall  reflected  particularly  on  the  merits  of  his  ad- 
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iiHiiistration,  in  which  it-  is  stated  that  tlic  affairs  of 
this  Pr<.»vinee  had  exercised  an  iujurif»us  influence  on 
the  interests  of  Upper  Canada — liad  tended  appa- 
rently to  discouraue  cniii;ration  and  the  transfer  of 
capital  to  that  country,  and  had  acted  disadvantage- 
ously  in  respect  to  the  terms  on  wliieh  the  large  loan 
authorized  by  the  legislature  of  the  province  was 
recently  negotiated  in  England  ;  that  such  a  state- 
ment is  calculated  to  misrepresent  the  views  of  this 
House — to  prejudice  the  people  of  those  Provinces 
against  each  other — to  disturb  that  good  understand- 
ing which  ought  to  prevail,  and  which  has  hitherto 
prevailed  between  the  said  people  ;  and  in  place 
thereof  to  sow  discord  and  animosity  among  the  several 
classes  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  these  Provin- 
ces. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commifc- 
teo,  that  strong  in  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions 
and  principles,  and  moved  alone  by  a  desire  to  in- 
troduce order  and  responsibility  into  their  political 
institutions,  in  the  place  of  the  disorder  and  abuses 
which  now  unhappily  prevail,  this  House  and  the 
people  who  it  represents,  indignantly  repudiate  all 
design  to  injure  the  interests  or  embarrass  the  exer- 
tions of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada,  in  whose  wel- 
fare the  people  of  this  Province  feel  a  lively  interest, 
and  for  whose  patriotic  exertions  to  improve  their 
political  and  social  conditions,  this  House  entertains 
a  sincere  respect,  and  this  House  is  gratified  to  pe> 
ceive  that  the  representatives  of  the  sister  province 
have  done  this  house  the  justice  to  acquit  it  of  being 
the  cause  of  any  dissensions  or  embarrassments  ex- 
isting in  the  country ;  and  this  House  firmly  r'^peats 
that  those  dissensions  and  embarrassments  proceed 
from  the  defective  constitution  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  these  colonies,  and  from  the  continued 
unconstitutional  exercise  by  the  same  persons  of 
executive,    legislative    and    judicial    functions,    from 
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which  causes  have    resulted  the  abuses   of  which   the 
people  have  so  \o\y^  and  so  justly  complained. 

''  Resolved ,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  au- 
thorized to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing!;  resolutions 
to  the  Speakers  of  the  several  Assemblies  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  of  the  other  sister  Provinces,  and  to  ex- 
press the  desire  of  t'ais  house  cordially  to  co-operate 
with  the  said  Assemblies  in  all  constitutional  measures 
calculated  to  promote  the  mutual  interests  of  these  co- 
lonies." 

Mr.  Speaker  Papineau  ad 'Pressed  on  the  occ<usion  the 
fol!owin<]f  letter  to  Mr.  Speaker  Bidwell : — 

**  Sir, — In  the  exposition  of  the  extent  .and  nature 
of  the  reforms  demanded  by  the  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  m  the  resolutions  of  tlieir  representatives, 
which  I  transmit  to  you  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  we  hope  a  proof  will  be  found  of  the 
earnestness  with  which  we  are  endeavouring  to  se- 
cure the  establishment  and  recognition  of  the  politi- 
cal rights  of  our  colonial  fellow-subjects  as  well  as  of 
our  own. 

''  To  whatever  extent  the  blessin:^s  of  a  just,  cheap, 
and  responsible  system  of  government  are  obtained 
by  us,  to  that  extent  and  amount  will  the  people  of  the 
British  Nerth  American  colonies  participate  in  the  same 
blessings. 

"  They  cannot  bat  readily  understand  how  various 
and  how -grinding  are  the  abuses  which  distract  this 
Province,  when  they  are  told  that  for  many  long  and 
painful  years  the  people  have  directly  by  petitions, 
or  through  their  representatives,  in  terms  of  no  com- 
mon empha  >is,  and  by  majorities  so  overwhelming, 
that  one  might  say,  without  impropriety,  unani- 
mously impugned  the  administration  of  affairs  in 
every  department  of  the  public  service.  They  have 
demanded  the  adoption  of  measures  alone  adequate 
to  the  cure  of  the  various  abuses  which  have  sprung 
from  imperfect  institutions,   acknowledged  by  a  Com- 
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mittee  of  the  IIousc;  of  Commons,  so  far  back  as 
1828,  to  have  been  viciously  adiiiinistcrcd.  So  late 
as  the  year  IH'?'^  it  was  admitted,  both  hi  tlic  House 
of  Commons  and  iu  the  House  of  Lo»'ds,  on  the  min- 
isterial as  well  as  on  the  opi'osition  benches,  by  men 
the  most  opposite  in  their  opinions  on  every  fjuestion 
of  domestic  or  European  policy,  with  a  concert  that 
could  arise  from  no  otlier  cause  than  the  clearest 
evidence  of  the  fact,  that  nothing  efficient  had  yet 
been  done  in  Canada  to  remedy  acknowledged  abuses 
— abuses  denounced  by  this  House,  denounced  by 
His  Majesty's  government,  repeatedly  denounced  by 
Committee  of  tlu;  House  of  Commons,  which  enjoined 
responsible  ministers  to  see  that  they  should  cease. 

"  These  ministers  we  impeach  as  being  unwilling 
to  effect  the  good  work  of  peace  and  conciliation 
when  charged  so  to  do.  We  impeach  them  for  their 
instructions  of  the  ITtli  July,  183r),  devised  with  a 
view  to  impose  a  governmeni  upon  us  which  will  be 
more  irresponsible  than  it  has  ever  been  in  time  past ; 
more  prodigal  of  our  lands  and  lakes,  which  consti- 
tute the  common  fund ;  more  oppressive  by  the 
number  of  its  agents  and  their  excessive  emoluments, 
out  of  all  just  proportion  tt)  the  value  of  the  services 
rendered  ;  and  more  servile  on  account  of  its  most 
direct  dependence  on  Downing-street,  where  they 
never  understand — where  they  are  unwilling  to  under- 
stand, that  the  state  of  society  all  over  continental 
America  requires  that  the  forms  of  its  government 
should  approximate  nearer  to  that  selected  under 
propitious  circumstances,  and  after  mature  considera- 
tion by  the  wise  statesmen  of  the  neighboring  Union, 
than  to  those  into  which  chance  and  past  ages  have 
moulded  European  societies. 

"  We  crave  your  attention  to  the  contradiction 
manifested  in  these  instructions  of  the  colonial  Min- 
ister above  alluded  to.  They  first  acknowledge  a 
few    protecting    axioms  of  public    colonial    law,    the 
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nalutary  opin'ations  of  which  they  practically  o})stiU('t, 
and  then  fritter  them  down  into  insi^iiitieanec  by 
niceticH  and  hypothotical  extreme  cases,  which  the 
minister  creates  to  justiy  the  exceptions  he  chooses 
to  make  to  tlieir  application. 

"  Thus  the  Minister  of  the  day  admits  that  parlia- 
mentary Icfj-islation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  on 
any  exclusively  internal  subject  in  any  13 ritish  colony 
possessing  a  representative  assembly,  is,  a  <i;enera\ 
rule,  unconstitutinnal ;  yet  by  the  Canada  trade 
acts,  tenures  act,  smuii'^lcd  Americaii  land  company 
acts,  this  oerieral  rule  has  been  repeatedly  grossly 
violated.  But  the  first  of  these  acts  temporary  taxes 
imposed  during  the  late  war,  for  the  dur;ttiou  of  that 
war  and  no  longer,  as  a  means  of  aidinu  (Jreab  Britain 
to  preserve  a  resting  place  on  this  continent,  have 
been  ungratefully  and  0})pfessively  revived,  and  make 
permanent  by  the  Imperial  Parliament.  It  is  true 
that  the  government  of  Upper  Canada  induced  a 
bribed  or  unwary  parliament  to  petition  for  the  re- 
vival and  continuance  of  those  taxes  ;  but  a  treachov- 
ous  Governor  of  this  Paevince  withheld  from  thia 
Assembly  the  information  of  this  fact  transmitted  to 
him  to  be  communicated  to  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  this  colony.  For  years  the  Assemblies  of 
both  the  Canadas  have  been  endeavouring  to  settle 
this  important  (question  ;  but  the  useful  bills  to  pro- 
vide for  tlie  appointments  of  commissioners  have  until 
now  been  rejected  by  the  Legislative  Councils  of  the 
one  or  the  other  of  these  Provinces  in  turn. 

'•  By  the  other  imperial  acts,  property  affected  in 
its  incidents  and  condition  of  possession  and  trans- 
mission has  been  rendered  insecure.  An  odious 
monopoly,  which  retards  the  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try, has  been  created ;  the  administration  of  justice 
has  been  impeded  by  an  attempt  to  introduce  a 
second  system  of  laws,  in  ii  country  were  courts 
are  constituted,  and  judges  commissioned  and  sworn 
to  administer  a  different  system  of  laws. 
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*'  Of  this  unfonstitutional  parliamentary  legislation 
on  the  purt  of  Grcar  Britain,  on  subjects  of  an  cxolu- 
Hively  internal  nature,  in  a  British  eolony  possessing  a 
representative  assembly,  this  House  has  repeatedly,  but 
hitherto  ineftectuully,  o(jmplaii)C(l. 

''  Were  we  to  resign  ourselves  to  a  degrading  sys- 
tem of  servitude,  do  you  hope,  do  you  believe,  tliat 
the  mini  "ri;»'  ilicv  which  would  degrade  us,  would 
consent  t  '?,)iu  >dc  to  you  an  ciniobling  system  of 
freedom  to  H\:xX  xtcnt  you  deserve,  and  which  the 
rapid  and  e<i,-«y  ex;  nsion  of  the  moral,  intellectual 
and  industrial  cnpiicitics  of  the  robust,  and  rapidly 
accumulating  population  in  the  several  Provinces 
whold  soon  reveal  ?  JJow  vast  in  their  combined 
strength  and  resources,  when  no  sinister  and  baneful 
influence  is  busy  sowing  dissensions,  or  exciting  by 
misrepresentations,  hurtful  prejudices  amongst  those 
"who  have  so  many  great  and  conmion  interests.  If 
misrule  went  on  unchecked  in  any  of  these  neigh- 
bouring colonies  without  exciting  our  sympathy, 
your  ills  would  soon  become  our  ills,  and  ours  would 
reach  you  in  turn.  If,  however,  you  arc  free  from 
improper  and  unconstitutional  parliamentary  legisla- 
t.ou,  we  rejoice  that  such  is  your  happier  lot.  If 
you  have  to  complain  of  evils  similar  to  ours,  or  of 
any  other  evils,  all  constitutional  means  in  the  power 
of  the  people  of  this  Province  would  readily  be  re- 
sorted to,  to  aid  you  in  their  removal .  Such  good 
offices  it  is  the  duty  of  every  colony  to  tender  and 
to  accept  in  return. 

'*  The  present  colonial  Minister,  who  is  forced  to 
acknowledge  the  correct  axiom,  that  British  colonies 
possessing  a  representative  Assembly,  are  of  right 
freed  from  the  legislation  of  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
is  so  attached  to  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  his  pre- 
decessors in  office,  of  misgoverning  these  distant  pos- 
sessions, that  he  hesitates  not  to  lay  bare  (in  his 
instructions  to  Sir  Francis  Head)    in    all    its    naked 
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deformity,  the  colonial  system  as  it  is  understood  and 
expounded  in  Downing  kStrcct.  Tlie  inferences  which 
are  manifestly  to  be  deduced  from  these  encroaching 
instructions,  are,  that  in  the  most  minute  details, 
everything  thought  of  an  exclusively  internal  nature 
in  British  colonies  having  representative  assemblies, 
must  be  carefully  kept  under  the  patronage,  direction 
and  oflBcial  legislation  of  the  Colonial  Office.  The 
remonstrances  of  near  a  million  of  people  in  the 
Canadas,  constitutionally  expressed  by  their  ""cpre- 
aentatives,  disturb  too  much  the  set  doctriuvs  .ud 
practices  traditionally  transmitted  from  t'  ies  o 
whigs,  from  Lord  North  to  Lord  Olenelg,  to  '^pv^t  the 
concession  of  any  remedial  measures  which  th<^  f/^'ierers 
claim. 

"The  people  of  the  Canadas,  labouring  or]^r  the 
accumulating  wrongs  proceeding  from  an  act  of  par- 
liament, unite  as  one  man,  in  demanding  that  that 
act  be  amended  in  such  of  its  provisions  as  relate  to 
their  Legislative  Councils,  which  they  denounce  aa 
the  cause  and  mainspring  of  all  the  heartburnings, 
distractions  and  sufferings  in  these  Provinces.  The 
colonial  Minister,  four  thousand  miles  distant  from 
the  scene  of  our  sufferings,  and  naturally  unable, 
from  the  multiplicity  of  his  avocations,  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  extent  of  our  wrongs,  arrogantly 
tells  the  Assemblies  that  have  declared  that  all  reme- 
dial measures  short  of  rendering  the  seats  in  the 
Legislative  Conncils  dependant  on  popular  election 
will  be  futile  and  unsatisfactory — that  "  the  King  is 
"  most  unwilling  to  admit  as  open  to  debate,  the 
"  question,  whether  one  of  the  vital  principles  of  the 
**  Provincial  Government  shall  undergo  alteration." 
These  deceitful  agents,  the  lloyal  Commissioners,  to 
whom  these  instructions  were  addressed,  told  this 
Assembly,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  are  not  pre- 
cluded from  entering  on  an  enquiry  on  this  grave 
subject.     Instead  of  freely  communicating    those    in- 
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structions  to  the  Lcj^islature  of  tliis    Province,  on  its 
being  convened,  on  wliosc  determinations  they  would 
not  but  have  had  fj^rcat  influence,  the  lloyal  Commis- 
sioners carefully   withheld   these   instructions ;  and  it 
was  not  until   after   nearly   four  months  session,  that 
the  representatives   of  this  Province  by  chance  learned 
the    suppressed    truths    from   the   newspapers    of   the 
day,  and  thus  for  months   have  been  unfairly  deprived 
of  all  means  of   protesting  and   remonstrating   at  an 
early  season,  against  tjjc  tyrannical  tendencies  of  these 
Downing  Street  despatches;   against  the    gross   errors 
of  fact    which    they  contain  ;    agiinst   the    untenable 
assumption  that  the  Councils  created  by  the  act  1791,. 
have    any  analogies  either   with  the   aristocratical   in- 
stitutions of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  with   the 
councils  of  other    British    colonies  ;     and  against  the 
heinousness  of  the  conduct  of  this   pretended  liberal 
minister,    who   c:ists   oIT   and    derides    the    prophetic 
warnings  of  Charles  James  Fox,  of  the  miseries  that 
Mr.    Pitt's  psuedo-aristocratical   councils  were  to  en- 
tail on  these  colonies ;  and  were  it  not  that  this  base 
dissembling  had  thus  lulled  us  into  false  security,  our 
complaints  would,  ere  now^  have  been  before  the  Im- 
perial Parliament, 

*'  The  act  of  1791  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  now 
repudiated  policy  of  Mr.  Pitt,  to  build  up  an  aristo- 
cracy in  this  hemisphere,  and  to  strengthen  its  power. 
The  population  of  these  northern  colonies  has  quin- 
tupled since  the  passing  of  that  act.  The  soil  of 
America  repudiates  a  privileged  aristocracy,  yet  the 
sages  who  have  our  destinies  entrusted  to  their  care, 
tell  us  that  "  they  will  not  close  the  avenue  to  an 
enquiry  respecting  which  for  the  present  they  per- 
ceive no  reasonable  ground  of  doubt;"  but  they  may 
possibly  take  into  their  consideration,  at  some  future 
time,  the  best  means  to  discard  the  views  of  a  million 
of  people  who  ask  for  elective  councils,  who  desire  to 
see  nothing  rationally  to  envy  in  the  institutions  of 
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their  neij^hbours,  and  who  have  a  right  to  claim,  if 
they  see  fit,  and  who  would  beneficially  enjoy,  an 
much  of  political  freedom  as  was  the  lot  of  the  most 
favored  of  the  13riti,<h  subjects  within  the  limits  of 
colonies  founded  by  charters  of  incorporation, 

"  These  saf];eH  tell  us,  moreover,  that  if,  contrary  to 
their  forebodingf:,  they  are  driven  by  our  importuni- 
ties to  propose  amendments  to  the  statute  of  31  st 
Geo.  III.  chap.  31,  it  would  not  be  it)  accordance 
with  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  living  gcncirations 
oppressed  by  its  enactments,  but  in  aceordaiKM^  with 
the  views  of  its  bribed  and  pensioned  and  endless  ar- 
ray of  sinecurist  framers.  To  menaces  such  as  these, 
we  can  only  reply,  that  we  value  too  highly  a  repre- 
sentative form  of  government  to  sanction  any  attempt 
to  infringe  our  constitutional  rights,  and  that  such 
violent  attacks  on  those  ri'j;hts  could  not  but  excitii  feel- 
ings  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  the  parent  state  on  this 
continent. 

"  For  a  long  number  of  years  the  government  of 
this  Province  and  its  officers  have  been  in  continued 
minorities  in  the  House  of  Assembly.  Their  blind 
obstinacy  to  the  same  oppressive  and  illiberal  policy, 
brought  at  last  the  administration  into  such  thorough 
contempt,  and  so  disgusted  the  mass  of  the  people 
and  their  Representatives,  that  these  on  the  21st 
February,  1834-, — Resolved,  '  That  the  public  func- 
tionaries of  the  colony  are  combined  as  a  faction, 
and  induced  by  interest  alone  to  contend  for  the 
support  of  a  corrupt  government,  inimical  to  the 
rights  and  opposed  to  the  wishes  of  the  people,'  and 
had  recourse  further  to  the  extreme  though  constitution- 
al remedy  of  withholding  the  supplies  until  the  numer- 
ous grievances  detailed  in  the  92  resolutions,  then  adopt- 
ed, should  be  redressed,  and  the  remedies  demanded  to 
prevent  their  recurrence  be  granted. 

''  The  then  Governor  in  Chief,  in  an  angry  and 
unparliamentary   speech,   with   which   he   closed    the 
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scsaion  of  1834,  ondoavourcfl,  but  in  vain,  to  throw 
a  cenBure  and  create  oiliuni  on  those  dcHherato 
opinions  ol'  tlie  House  of  Assembly  of  tliis  Province, 
assertinp;  f^roundlessly  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
constituency  did  not  respond  to  tlie  solenm  declara- 
tions of  their  representatives,  and  that  the  people 
were  attached  to  the  fi;overnnient  as  it  was  consti- 
tuted and  administered.  General  elections  soon  fol- 
lowed, and  the  result  was,  that  not  a  simple  candidate 
connected  by  oflice  to  the  I'rovincial  j^overnment 
could  secure  a  seat,  whilst  those  who  were  returned 
have  repi^atedly  <leclared  their  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciples avowed  in  those  resolutions  in  a  proportion  of  ci<^hty 
out  of  eighty-eight  members,  the  full  number  of  the  re- 
presentatives. 

"  Instead  of  grappling  with  evils  of  such  a  magni- 
tude and  old  standing  as  those  against  which  we 
complain,  liord  Glenelg  has  thrown  together  raw  and 
undigested  ideas,  as  to  the  means  of  checking  some 
of  the  minor  abuses.  Policy  such  as  this  might  be 
considered  a  distingenuous  effort  to  uphold  by  mild 
palliations  the  system  which  generates  these  and 
greater  abuses.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  open  and 
violent  attacks  are  directed  in  those  menacing  in- 
structions against  the  most  necessary  and  just  rules 
by  which  frceborn  British  colonists  have  striven  to 
protect  themselves  against  improper  interference  on 
the  part  of  meddling  colonial  ministers.  With  this 
view  importunate  solicitations  are  renewed,  to  obtain  ap- 
propriations for  ten  years,  under  the  plea  that  Lower 
Canada  would  thus  be  more  connected  with  the  other 
members  of  the  British  empire. 

"  V\'e,  on  the  contrary,  consider  that  were  we  to 
succumb  in  this  ssault  against  the  policy  that  gen- 
erally prevails  in  the  colonies,  which  was  wisely 
adopted  to  protect  colonists  against  the  natural  and 
habitual  partiality  of  Downing  Street,  in  favour  of  its 
nominees,    the   calamitous  concession   would    separate 
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u?  from  and  exhibit  as  in  a  most  unenviable  com- 
parison with  most  of  the  sister  eoloiiies.  'Ihat  the 
precedent  which  we  would  establish,  would  expose 
many  colonies  liithcrto  in  a  great  measure  free  from 
the  evil  working  sy,-<tem  to  be  assailed  by  tlic  same 
demands,  sophistries  or  uuMiaces  to  which  we  have 
been  unfairly  exposed  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  dur- 
ing the  protracted  controversies  and  discussions  on 
the  financial  (piestion  arising  out  of  the  pretensions  of 
the  colonial  ministers. 

"  The  attempt  to  create  classes  and  distinctions 
among  public  officers  (some  of  whom  would  be  abso- 
lutely uncontrolled  into  whatever  excesses  they  miglit 
run  for  the  salaries,  and  others  submitted  to  annual 
discussions,)  is  so  shallow  and  preposterous  a  scheme  to 
consolidate  the  present  vicious  system,  tliat  it  scarcely 
requires  refutation. 

"  Lord  Glcnelg  seems  not  to  understand  that 
however  great  is  the  rank,  statioti  and  importance  of 
a  colonial  minister,  and  of  all  other  ministers  of  His 
Majesty,  his  crown  officers  and  legal  advisers,  they 
hold  their  large  emoluments  of  office  by  a  more  pro- 
carious  tenure  than  colonial  officers  subject  to  the 
annual  votes  of  the  assemblies.  In  order  that  re- 
sponsibility should  attach  to  the  acts  of  the  highest 
officers  of  state,  the  British  constitution,  in  principle 
and  practice,  has  wisoly  entrusted  to  the  representa- 
tive branch  of  the  legislature  the  power  of  the  purse, 
to  use  it  as  they  think  right  and  proper.  The  Com- 
mons ha^  0  established  their  right  to  interfere  as  well 
in  mattc/s  of  state  as  legislation,  by  reserving  to 
themselves  sufficient  large  annual  appropriations,  to 
enforce  on  the  most  unwilling  government  obedience 
to  its  recommendations.  They  moreover  have 
secured  the  responsibility  of  the  highest  functionaries 
by  the  establishment  of  a  proper  tribunal  to  hiing 
to  the  most  condign  punishment,  yea,  even  to  the 
forfeiture  of  life,  any  of  those   who  in  the  discharge 
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of  their  official  duties  had  become  the  oppre-sora  of  the 
people. 

'*  Although  the  civil  list  be  granted  for  the  life  of 
the  Xing,  all  the  officers  connected,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  of  ithe  officers  of  the  household,  attacked 
to  the  royal  person,  are  to  use  the  improper  expres- 
sions of  Lord  Glenclg,  daily  beggars,  not  on  the 
King's  good  will,  but  on  the  Commons,  whose  wishes 
call  them  to  office,  or  turn  them  out  of  office,  in  some 
oases  after  a  few  days,  in  others  after  years  of  service, 
but  in  every  instance  on  a  lease  revocable  at  will. 
In  giving  despatches  for  the  direction  of  a  govern- 
ment to  Upper  Canada,  when  a  permanent  appro- 
priation was  procurred  by  iiiisrcpresentation  and  sur- 
prise, and  when  the  utmost  discontent  and  indigna- 
tion have  existed  as  well  ;ig:un>:t  tlie  government,  and 
that  Assembly  which  had  surrendered  its  powers  and 
just  influence,  and  thus  betrayed  the  rights  of  its 
constituents,  ho^  can  Lord  Glenclg  pretend  that  an 
appropriation  for  a  long  period  would  produce  content- 
ment in  Lower  Canada,  where  the  demand  has  for 
fifteen  years  been  invariably  resisted  ? 

''  In  many  ether  respects  might  these  instructions 
'be  commented  on  to  prove  a  deep  laid  plot  and 
wicked  determination  among  those  who  penned  them, 
not  to  consent  to  any  rational  reforms  in  the  colonies, 
in  opposition  to  the  blind  prejudices  and  routine  busi- 
ness of  Downing  iStreet.  J3ut  this  hurried  commentary 
in  the  midst  of  the  fatigues  attendant  on  a  lengthened 
session,  will,  I  hope,  suihcc. 

"  Elected  and  solemnly  pledged  to  prnouve  a  re- 
dress of  the  grievances  under  which  the  people  of 
this  l*rovinee  suffi^r,  and  to  carry  out  the  principles 
laid  down  in  the  resolutions  transmitted  herewith, 
the  practical  operations  of  which  can  alone  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  these  evils,  we  have  been  assailed 
and  donouneod   by    the  enemies  of  a  responsible  form 
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of  the  present  .system  of  misrule  have  been  actively 
engaged  in  misrepresenting  our  views  in  the  hope  of 
sowing  division  and  animosity  among  the  people  of 
these  colonies,  and  by  those  means  crusliing  therein  the 
cause  of  reibrm. 

"  In  defence  of  principles  which  are  dear  to  the 
mass  of  the  inhabitants  of  Briti.sh  North  America, 
we  hesitate  not  to  publish  them  to  the  world,  satis- 
fied that  our  views  need  only  to  be  known  to  be  re- 
spected, 

"  In  the  position  which  this  Province  has  long 
taken  in  defence  of  colonial  riglits,  she  h;is  .acted  from 
no  factious  opposition,  nor  from  any  local  prejudices ; 
all  she  requires  is  direct  responsibility  to  her  people 
in  the  several  departments  of  the  state,  and  economy 
in  her  government.  Should  .she  succeed  in  obtaining 
these,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  the  people  of  the 
other  British  Provinces  must  obtain  the  same  extent  of 
political  power  and  liberty. 

*'  In  the  hope,  sir,  that  the  Assembly  of  which  you 
are  the  organ  will  co-operate  with  the  representatives 
of  this  Province  in  procuring  a  better  colonial  system 
of  government  for  a'l,  T  beg  to  assure  you  of  the 
readiness  with  which  the  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada 
will  use  all  constitutional  means  in  its  power  to  ad' 
vance  the  mutual  interests  of  the  British  North  Ameri- 
can Colonics. 

"  I  have  tlic  honor  to  be, 

''  Your  obedient  and  huinble  i^ervant, 
''  L.  J.  PAPlNKAlf,  Speaker, 

"  House  of  As.senibly, 
•'Quebec,  l;nh  March,  183G. 
"  To  M.  S.  BiDWKi.L,  Speaker  of  the 

"  House  of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada." 

Sir  Francis  B(md  Head,  in  reply  to  an  address 
presented  him  on  the  28 th  May,  1^36,  from  people  of 
the  Home  District,  praying  him  to  dis.solve  the  House 
of  Assembly  of  that  Province,  observes:  — 
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"Gentlemen, — The  addresses  I  have  received, 
requesting  rac  to  dissolve  the  present  House  of  As- 
sembly, as  so  numerous,  the .  signatures  are  so  fe- 
spectable,  and  the  firm,  manly  language  conveyed 
to  me  from  all  parts  of  the  Province,  is  so  strongly 
corroborative  of  a  feeling  of  general  disapprobation 
of  the  harsh  measure  that  has  been  resorted  to,  by 
stopping  the  supplies,  thit  I  shall  no  longer  hesitate 
to  exercise  my  prerogative,   by  dissolving  the  Assem- 

"With  respect  to  a  certain  letter,  which  you  state 
was  •  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Assembly  a 
'  few  hours  before  the  prorogation  of  the  Legislature; 

*  purporting  to  come  from  the   Speaker  of  the  House 

*  of  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada,  and  addressed  to  the 
'  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  here/  I  have 
long  refrained  from  noticing  that  document,  although 
it  has  repeatedly  been  indignantly  referred  to  in  the 
addresses  from  this  Province,  because,  as  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada, 
dated  15th  February,  merely  authorised  their  Speaker 
to  '  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the 

*  Speakers  of  the  several  Assemblies  of  Upper  Cana- 

*  da,  and  of  the  sister  Provinces,  and  to  express  the 
'  desire  of  this  House  cordially  to  co-operate  with  the 

*  said  Assemblies  in  all  constitutional  measures  calcu- 
'  lated  to   promote  the  mutual  interests  of  these  colo- 

*  nies,'  it  was  evident  to  me  that  as  Mr.  Speaker 
Papineau's  duty  was  thus  clearly  prescribed  fo  him, 
he  was  not  authorised  to  tack  to  his  official  commu- 
pication  his  own  private  sentiments,  nor  was  he  in 
any  way  justified  in  proclaiming  them  in  the  first  per- 
son plural,  as  follows  : — 

"  '  These  ministers  ive  impeach.'  Were  ^'-f  lo  re- 
'  sign  ourselves  to  a  degrading  system  '  of  sci  /itude.' 
'  If  misrulo    .ent  on  unchecked  in  any  of  ihose  neigh-- 

*  bouring  colonics  without  exciting  ou7'  sympathy, 
^  your  ills  would  soon  become  our  ills,  and  ours  would 
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*  soon  reach  ynii  in  return.'  *  \^ you  have  to  complain 
'  of  evils  similar  to  ours,  or  of  any  other  evils,  all 
'  constitutional  means  in  the  power  of  the  people  of 
'  this  Province,  would  readily  be  resorted  to,  to  aid 
^  you  in  their  removal.  Such  good  oiBce.s  it  is  the 
'  duty  of  every  colony  to  render  and  to  except  in 
'  turn.' 

"  It  must  be  evident  to  every  liberal-minded  man, 
that  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada  did 
not  authorise  Mr.  Papincau,  in  their  name,  to  ex- 
p.ess  to  the  House  of  Assembly  Upper  Canada  the 
foregoinii'  sentiments,  not  to  designate  His  Majesty's 
government  as  the '  naked  deformity  of  the  colonial 
'system;'  nor  to  term  the  Koyal  Commissioners 
'  these   deceitful    agents  ;'  nor  to     declare  '  that    the 

*  state  of  society  all  over  Continental  America  re- 
'  quires  that  the  fonns  of  its   government   should    ap- 

*  proximate  nearer  to  that  selected  under  rROPrnous 
'circumstances,  and  after  mature  consideration  hy 
'  the  wise  tStatrsmeii  in  the  neighhourlng  Union,  than  to 
'  those  into  which  chance  and  past  ages  have  moulded 
'  European  societies.' 

"  What  is  the  real  character  of  Mr.  Speaker  Papi- 
neau's  language  ? — what  is  its  latent  meaning  ? — 
what  epithet  will  the  civilized  world  give  to  it  ? — 
whether  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada 
will  approve  or  condemn  their  Legislative  name 
being  thus  taken  in  vain,  are  opinions  which  were  so 
unequivocally  expressed  in  the  House  of  Assembly 
in  this  Province  when  the  document  in  question  was 
first  breathed  upon  them,  that  I  have  no  observation 
what^iver  to  make  on  the  subject.  But  as  Mr. 
Speaker  Papineau  has  thought  pro|>er  to  promulgate 
in  this  J  Province  that  '  the  people  of  the  Canadas, 
'  laboring  under  the  accumulative  wrongs  proceeding 
'  from  an  Act  of  Parliament,  vnlte  as  a  man'  I  feel 
it  necessai y  publicly  to  repudiate  that  assertion,  by 
declaring  what  the  state  of  opinion  in  Upper  Canada 
really  is. 
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*'  The  people  of  Upper  Canada  detest  uuinocracy ; 
the^  revere  their  Constit;itional  Charter,  und  are 
consequently  staunch  iu  allegiance  to  their  King. 

"  Thoy  are  perfect'y  aware  that  there  exists  in  the 
Lower  Province  one  or  two  individuals  who  inculcate 
the  idea,  that  this  Province  is  about  to  be  disturbed 
by  the  interference  of  foreigners,  whosc^  power  and 
whose  numbers  will  prove  invincible, 

*'  In  the  name  of  every  Regiment  of  iMilitia  in  Upper 
Canada,  I  publicly  promulgate — Let  fhcni  cojiui,  if 
they  dare  /" 

Mr.  Papineau's  letter  was  treated  with  great  con- 
tempt by  the  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada,  and  ex- 
punged from  its  journal.  The  following  is  fiom  u  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  to    whom   it  had  been  referred  ; 

'■  Geographically  situated  as  Upper  Canada  is, 
and  governed  under  the  same  constitution  with  the 
sister  province,  whatever  change  occurs  in  their  form 
of  government,  or  whatever  remedies  the  Imperial 
Parliament  may  adopt  for  the  cure  of  the  evils  now 
prevailing  there,  must,  in  some  degree,  and  pcrlxap;^ 
to  an  ext(mt  not  now  contemplated,  aflect  >  'ike- 
wise.  When  a  Member  oC  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  the  salaried  Agent  cl  i..ower  Canada  de- 
clared in  his  place,  (as  Mr.  iJoeliuc  :  is  reported  to 
have  declared,)  that  in  tlie  Uuighbourhood  of  Lower 
Canada  '  there  were  13,000,000  of  Tlepublicans, 
'  who,  as  soon  oh  the  Jimj  of  Rchdllon  should  he,  un- 
^ furled,  WM)ul.l  rally  round  it,  and  trample  in  the 
*  dust  the  whole  establishment,  '  your  Committee 
think  it  right  for  your  Honorable  House  promptly 
to  deelart,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  few  traitors  iu 
either  province  v»'ho  woidd  desire  to  hoist  the  stan- 
dard of  revolt,  are  so  sensible  of  their  own  weakness, 
t,h;it  there  is  no  fear  of  sucii  an  effort  being  made, 
ivnd  that  should  they  be  rash  enough  to  attempt  it  in 
tiie  expectation  of  foreign  support,  they  would  look 
ia  va;')  ♦ornid  from  llie  United   States,   whose  govern- 
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uient  h;us  been  actuated  by  leeliiigs  of  the  most 
friendly  and  pa^itic  character  tovv;y:ds  the  British 
Empire,  and  whose  high  sense  of  national  honor 
would  always  prevent  their  lending  their  aid  to  a 
traitorous  conspiracy.  Whatever  course  may  be 
taken  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  the  Lower  Pro- 
vince, your  Committee  cannot  let  slip  the  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  anxious  hope,  that  no  con- 
sideration will  induce  a  departure  from  the  principles 
contained  in  the  Charter  of  1791,  and  that  in  any 
remedial  measures  which  may  be  adopted,  the  pre- 
servation of  our  rights  as  British  subject>\  and  of  our 
in.imatc  conncxiou  with  the  Mother  Country,  as  a 
Colony,  will  never  be  lost  sight  of  or  endangered  by 
week  and  temporising  concossions. 

"Your  Conuiiittee,  after  the  examination  of  these 
resolutions,  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  to 
pursue"  the  course  which  has  been  followed  in  the 
Lower  Province,  and  to  esiiouse  the  principles 
avowed  and  insisted  on  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
there,  would  be  contrary  to  the  wishes  as  well  as  the 
interests  of  llpjx^r  Canada  ;  would  shake  our  systoni 
of  government  to  its  centre,  and  would  rapidly  and 
inevitably  tend  to  establish  a  Republican  Ibrm  of 
Government  anumg  us.  Lnpressed  with  this  con- 
viction, your  Connnittee  feel  it  tlieir  duty  •  submit 
to  your  Honorable  House  the  propriety  ot  esenting 
an  humble  address  to  His  Majesty,  solemn!  \  disavow- 
ing the  sentiments  contained  in  these  solutions, 
and  earnestly  deprecating  any  dcpartur*  from  the 
principles  of  our  Constitution,  or  tlu  ..  loi)tion  of 
any  course  of  policy  calculated  to  wf  ikt-n  the  ties 
which  attach  t!us  Colony  to  the  British  Empire. 

"  After    this    review    of  the   resolutions,    to    which 
your  Committee  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  devote    their 
best  attention,  there    nunains    little    for    them  to   do, 
but  to  advert  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Speaker  r,M>ii>eau. 
By  tlie  last    resolution,    he    was    aulhori^^ed     to 
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transmit  copies  thereof  to    the   several    Assernblies    of 
Uppor    Canada,    and   of  the   other  Sister   J'rovinces, 

*  and  to  express  flic  dcf-ire  of  this  House  cordially  to 

*  co-operate   with   the   said    Assemblies    in  all    consti- 

*  tutional     measures      calculated      to     promote     the 

*  mutual  interests  of  these  Colonies.' 

"  It  is  under  authority  of  this  latter  clause  that  Mr. 
Papineau  has  assumed  to  write  this  letter,  which,  in 
addition  to  a  lengthened  commentary  on  the  resolu- 
tions, contain  some  expressions  to  which  your  Com- 
mittee beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  your  Honorable 
House.  l!i  reference  to  one  of  the  Imperial  Statutes, 
imposing    certain  duties,   Mr.  Papineau    remarks — '  It 

*  is  true  that  the  (lovernmcnt  of  (Jpper  Canada 
^  induced  ix  hrtbed  or  unwary  Parliament  to  petition 
'  for  the  revival  and  continuation  of  those  taxes.' 
Your  Committee  find  nothing  in  the  resolutions 
giving  authority  to  Mr.  Papineau  to  use  language 
insulting  to  the  Government  of  this  Colony,  or  to  a 
former  House  of  Assembly  :  nor  d.  they  believe  that 
the  House  of  Assembly  of  Lower  Conada  ever 
designed  such  an  unwarrantable  or  indecent  course 
should  be  allowed.  For  this  violation  of  decorum 
and  of  the  courtesy  due  from  one  Legislature  to 
another,  Mr.  T'apineau  stands  solely  responsible; 
but  your  Commiitee  think  it  beneath  the  dignity  of 
your  Honorable  House  to  take  further  notice  of  so 
base  and  unfounded  a  calumny.  The  tenor  of  the 
whole  letter  is.  in  the  opinion   of  your  Committee,  of 

V  \  a  purely  rebellious  character ;  and  the  sentiments 
\  of  the  writer  will  find  nothing  but  execration  from 
\  '  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province.  It  carries  its  antidote 
in  itself,  and  is  so  utterly  revolting  to  a  loyal  and 
well  disposed  mind,  that  while  deserving  every 
punishment,  it  re(|uires  no  confutation,  and  would 
have  been  passed  over  by  your  Committee,  in  silent 
contempt,  without  even  this  brief  notice,  if  it  were 
not  to  be  found    on   tbc  Journals  of  your  Honorable 
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House.  The  late  perioa  ot  the  last  session 
was  laid  on  tlio  table  of  the  House — two  months  after 
the  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  rather  more  than 
one  month  al'ter  the  date  of  the  letter — prevented  the 
House  of  Assembly  from  taking  the  subject  into  con- 
sideration. This  delay  Is  unaccounted  for,  and  is  to 
be  regretted  ;  for  your  Oonnnittee  is  satisfied  that  had 
there  been  time  for  consideration,  the  Journids  of  the 
Assembly  would  not  have  been  disgraced  by  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Speaker  Papineau. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

*'  Henry  Sherwood,  Chairman . 

"  Committee  Rooms,  House  of  Assembly, 
•'  February  22,  1837," 

The  Assembly,  resolving  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  public  accounts,  and  state  of  the 
Province,  came  to  the  following,  among  other,  resolu- 
tions : — 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
this  House  having  resolved  to  address  His  Majesty 
and  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
purpose  of  represcrting  to  thcn^  the  state  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  more  particularly  the  opinions  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  on  divers  views  and  de- 
terminations of  His  Majesty's  ministers  which  have 
lately  become  known  to  us,  and  to  solicit  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  reforms  which  have  been  asked  for 
by  this  House  and  the  people,  and  the  removal  of 
grievances  and  abuses,  has  determined  to  grant  to 
His  Majesty  the  supplies  requisite  for  the  interval 
between  the  15th  January  last,  and  the  15th  July 
next,  regard  being  had  to  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing each  item  asked  for,  and  tc  the  resources  of  the 
country. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  to 
ensure  the  effect  of  the  votes  of  this  House  founded 
on  the  preceding  resolution,  this  House  will,  under 
existing     circumstances,    abstain    from    specifying    in 
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the  Bill  the  purtleular  funds  appropriated ;  but  this 
House  decliireH  in  the  most  solemn  manner  that  this 
act  on  its  part  shall  not  be  appealed  to  or  invoked  as 
a  prceedent  in  opposition  to  the  resolutions  of  this 
House  of  the  IGth  Miireh,  1S33,  and  21st  February, 
IS^^,  or  n<^ainst  the  constitutional  ri<i;hts  of  this 
House,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince." 

The  various  items,  or  salaries  for  six  months  in 
accordance  -with  these,  being  voted,  a  bill  for  the 
amount  was  passed  and  sent  up  to  the  Legislative 
Council,  where  it  was  immediately  rejected  as  not 
being  in  couformity  with  the  call  of  the  Governor,  as 
expressed  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 
The  address  voted  to  His  Majesty,  and  tliose  also  to 
4)oth  Houses  of  Parliament,  a  sketch  v.hercof  only 
can  be  given  here,  was  long  and  special,  again  stating 
the  grievances  under  which  the  Assembly  deemed  the 
Province  to  labonr. 

It  commenced  by  stating  their  ''  firm,  though  re- 
spectful, conviction  of  the  necessity  of  the  reforms 
they  had  so  often  prayed  for  in  the  Constitution  of 
this  Province,  and  a  redress  of  the  grievances  and 
abuses  that  had  prevailed  therein.  They  prayed 
His  Majesty  to  believe  in  their  sincerity,  assuring 
him  of  their  desire  as  the  representtitives  of  a  people 
who  had  even  in  times  of  difficulty  shewn  a  strong 
attachment  to  the  Empire  over  which  he  presided, 
not  to  forget  the  sentiments  of  respect  they  owed  to 
His  Majesty's  sacred  person,  which  his  royal  at- 
tributes recjuired.  They  thought  therefore  that  they 
would  be  culpable  to  sanction  by  their  silence  any 
misconception  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  re- 
forms re(|uired,  or  to  the  constitutional  and  practical 
system  of  Government  which  they  desired  to  see 
established  in  the  Province,  and  which  they  lelieved 
to  bo  equajly  in  accordance  with  the  true  principles 
of  the   Constitution,    the    incontestable  rights   of  the 
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inhabitants  of  the  Province,  their  natural  and  social 
position,  and  with  their  wishes,  interests  and  necessi- 
ties." 

They  "  solenmly  repeated  that  the  principal  of  the 
political  reforms  which  the  House  and  the  people 
had  for  a  great  number  of  years  used  every  cflbrt  to 
obtain,  was  to  extend  the  elective  principle  to  the 
Legislative  Council.  To  render  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil directly  res])onsible  to  the  representatives  of  the 
people,    c()nf()nna]>ly    to    the    principles    and    practice 

of    the    British    Constitution, to    place    under    the 

wholesome  and  constitutional  control  of  the  House 
the  whole  public  revenue  from  whatever  source  de- 
rived— to  obtain  tlie  repeal  of  certain  Acts  of  the 
Imperial  l\irlianient,  in  which  the  people  of  the  l*ro- 
vince  were  not  represented,  with  regard  to  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  the  Province,  making  its  territory  and 
best 'resources   the  subject  of  unfair  speculation    and 

monopoly to    ensure    etpial     rights    and    impartial 

justice  to  all  chu«ses — to  ab  lish  sinecures,  and  the 
accunmlatictn  of  incompatible  offices — to  redress  the 
numerous  abuses  which  prevailed  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  public  service — and  to  obtain  for 
the  Provincial  Legislature  with  regard  to  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  Province,  and  more  especially  over  the 
management  and  settlement  of  the  waste  land  thereof 
for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  of  His  Majesty's  subjects 
without  distinction,  that  essential  control  which 
would  be  the  direct  consequence  of  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution." 

They  thanked  His  Majesty  for  having  recalled 
Lord  Aylmer,  and  for  the  appointment  as  his  suc- 
cessor, of  "  a  distinguished  personage  who,  inde- 
pendently of  his  qualifications  as  an  individual,  of 
which  they  had  no  motive  for  doubting,  was  from 
his  previous  habits  and  position,  (meaning  as  a  civi- 
lian probably)  more  likely  to  comprehend  the  wishes 
and  the   wants"   of  the   country.       They   applauded 
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"  the  principlos  of  order  and  justice"  announced  in 
his  speech,  and  believed  tliat  the  declurations  put 
forth  in  it,  and  "  the  extraordinary  attributions  (in 
allusion  to  the  commission)  which  accompanied  the 
usual  powers"  to  the  King's  llepresentative,  were 
guarantees  that  the  subjects  spoken  of  to  them  us 
matters  for  future  deliberation  and  decision  by  His 
Majesty  and  (the  Provincial)  Parliament  would  be 
looked  at,  in  the  same  comprehensive  spirit,  and 
that  the  researches  and  determinations  adapted  to 
throw  light  upon  those  weiglity  questions,  would  not 
be  restrained  by  any  I'ormal  rei'usal  of  the  demands 
which  were  to  ibrm  the  matter  of  investigation,  nor 
by  any  final  determination  to  maintain  at  all  events 
the  pretensions  raised  from  time  to  time  on  divers 
subjects  of  Colonial  policy  by  His  Majesty's  respon- 
sible ministers,  and  which  had  called  Ibrth  tlui  re- 
monstrances of  that  House  and  of  the  people ;  mat- 
ters which  His  Idajesty  had  been  pleased  to  assure  them 
were  to  be  equally  the  subject  of  research  and  deliber- 
ation. 

**  We  thought,  that  without  bringing  forward  un- 
just and  inapplicable  theories  of  metropolitan  domi- 
nation and  colonial  abasement,  without  recurring  to 
a  system  proved  false  by  memorable  examples,  re- 
gard would  be  had  exclusively  to  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  the  mutual  interests  of  all  parties,  and 
the  peace,  welfare,  rights,  wishes  and  wants  of  these 
important  portions  of  the  British  dominions. 

'•  It  could  therefore  only  be  with  lively  anxiety 
that  we  were  brought  to  suppose,  from  the  know- 
ledge which  reached  us,  at  first  indirectly,  and  after- 
wards by  the  official  channel,  of  certain  extracts 
from  a  Despatch  dated  the  17th  July,  1835,  addressed 
by  your  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  to  the  administrative  authorities  of 
Lower  Canada,  (unacquainted  as  we  moreover  are 
with  the  tenor  of  the   other  parts  of  the   same   docu- 
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merit,)  and  wlUi  finy  subsequent  instructions,  tli.it  in 
point  of  f'ant,  the  researches  authorized  hy  your 
Majesty,  for  the  purpose  of  aseertainiii'j;  the  means 
of  duinp;  justice  to  your  Canadian  snhjects,  were  on 
several  of  the  most  essential  pf>ints  limited  by  pre- 
conceived opinions  and  antiei})ated  decisions  in  the 
manner  hereinbetbre  set  forth.  We  are  Ixiund  on 
this  head  to  declare,  that  in  the  face  of  obstacles  like 
these,  if  your  Maj-jsty's  Government  sh(»uld  persist 
in  maintainin2;  tl'.em,  and  without  your  Koyal  Assent 
to  the  essential  points  we  exjicct,  no  measures  of 
minor  importance  can  liave  the  eft'ect  desired ;  that 
the  delay  occasioned  by  the  invcstiiz:ations  announced, 
will  serve  only  to  embolden  the  enemies  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  Provmee,  atid  of  your  Majesty's  (lovern- 
ment  in  their  hopes  for  dissention  and  violence,  and 
that  the  best  intentions,  or  even  acts  on  the  part  of 
the  head  of  the  Provincial  Kxecutive,  even  in  c(m- 
junotion  with  the  efforts  of  this  House,  and  of  the 
people,  mi;jjht  be  wrecked  in  contendin'>-  a;^ainst  the 
deep  rooted  system  of  vice  and  abuse  which  has  robbed 
your  Majesty's  Government  of  all  efficiency  and  re- 
spect, and  has  ehdangercMl  the  liberties  and  salety  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Canada. 

"  At  the  head  of  the  reforms  which  wo   persist  in 
considering    as   essential,    is   the   introduction    of  the 
principle  of  popular  election  into    the   constitution  of 
the  Legislative  Council.     The  people  of  the  country, 
without  distinction,  regard  this  body,    as   at  present 
constituted,  as  factitiously  opposed  to  its  institutions, 
its  state  of  society,  its  feelings  and  its    wants,  and  as 
having   been    and    as    being    necessarily    the    strong 
hold   of  oppression    and    abuses.       They   continue  in 
like  manner  to  believe  that  any  partial  reform  which 
shall   stop   short   of  the    introduction  of  the  elective 
principle,   will  be  altogether  insufficient,  and   will,  as 
leaving  the  inherent  vice  untouched,   bring  back  the 
same  evils  and  the   same  collisions.     We  tliink,  that 
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with  ro*^ard  to  tlic  constantly  baneful  action  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  we  have  amply  explained  our- 
selves to  your  Majesty,  and  that  no  other  proof  that 
the  past  and  present  acts  of  that  body  is  needed  to 
remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  nature  and  spiri*  of  the 
improvement  to  be  introduced  into  it.  We  look, 
in  this  respect,  upon  the  Act  of  1791,  giving  Legis- 
lators for  life  to  the  Canadian  Provinces,  at  the  mere 
pleasure  of  the  Executive  authority,  as  an  unfortu- 
nate experiment,  followed  by  most  unhappy  conse- 
quences. We  also  look  upon  this  experiment  as 
entirely  foreign  to  the  British  constitution.  We 
regret  that  in  the  extracts  from  the  Despatches  we 
have  mentioned,  an  attempt  is  made  by  begging  the 
question  to  infer  an  analogy  which  does  not  exist, 
for  the  purpose  of  aggravating  certain  specious  ob- 
jections against  an  elective  Coancil.  We  would  re- 
spectfully pray  your  Majesty  to  remark,  that  the 
influence  which  prevailed  in  the  Councils  of  the 
Empire,  at  the  period  when  the  Act  of  1791  was 
passed,  was  calculated  to  give  an  undue  preponder- 
ance to  the  aristocratic  principle,  while  in  America, 
the  independent  state  and  the  progress  of  society, 
repelled  any  doctrine  of  this  nature,  and  demanded 
the  extension  of  the  contrary  principle.  We  must 
also  express  our  regret,  that  while  your  Majesty's 
representative  in  this  Province  has  solicited  the  co- 
operation of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature to  labor  at  the  reform  of  abuses,  and  while 
this  House  is  fully  disposed  to  grant  that  co-opera- 
tion, the  constant  opposition  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil is  of  a  nature  to  prevent  so  important  an  appeal 
from  being  followed  by  any  result.  For  ourselves, 
we  are  conscious  that  we  have  ever  been,  and  are 
still  guided  in  our  labors  by  our  conviction  of  what 
was  for  the  greatest  advantage  of  the  people,  and 
best  adapted  to  cause  your  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  Province  to  be  respected,  cherished  and  strength. 
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encd  ;  and  firm  in  our  determination  to  pursne  tlicsamc 
course,  we  pray  your  Majesty  to  believe  that  we  vshall 
not  depart  from  it. " 

They  continued, — 

"  Respectinfr  as  we  do  the  expression  of  the  Royal 
pleasure,  we  yet  regret  that  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  should  have  dee'ared  that  your  Majesty  was 
most  unwilling  to  admit  that  the  question  of  an 
elective  Legislative  Council  was  a  subject  open  to 
debate  in  this  Province.  We  beg  to  be  permitted 
to  represent  to  your  Majesty,  that  it  is  not  within 
the  province  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  limit  the 
subjects  which  are  to  engage  the  attention  of  this 
House  and  the  people  it  represents,  within  the  re- 
quired forms,  and  with  the  view  of  improving  the 
laws  and  condition  of  the  Province.  Against  this 
infringement  of  the  liberties  of  the  subject,  by  one 
of  your  Mnjesty's  responsible  servants,  we  dare  to 
appeal  to  the  supreme  authority  of  tlie  Empire,  to 
that  of  your  Majesty,  sitting  in  your  high  Court  of 
Parliament. 

"  We  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  historical  points 
of  English  colonial  government,  on  which  we  ven- 
ture to  differ  with  your  Majesty's  ministers.  Time 
has  solved  the  problem,  and  we  firmly  believe  that 
those  happy  countries  to  which  these  questions  refer, 
would  never  have  attained  the  degree  of  prosperity 
which  they  liow  enjoy,  either  under  the  old  colonial 
government,  or  ander  a  system  like  that  which  succes- 
sive colonial  ministers  have  established  and  maintained 
in  this  colony. 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  Executive  Council,  we 
abstain  from  entering  on  any  details,  because  we 
hold  this  question  to  be  closely  connected  in  prac- 
tice with  the  other  more  important  subjects  of  colo- 
nial policy.  We  shall  confine  ourselves  in  saying, 
tl«it  the  full  and  entire  recognition  of  the  rights  of 
this  House  and  of  the  people,  by    those  whom  your 
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MajcHty  nKiy  be  pleased  to  call  to  your  CounciLs,  and 
their  constituti(  nil  rospgn^-ibility  based  iipoii  the 
practice  of  the  HiiiteJ  Kingdom,  will  be  essential 
motives  for  confidouco  in  your  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. 

'*  We  have  (they  said)  als:i  asked,  and  now  ni];ain 
ask,  for  the  repeal  of  certain  noxious  acts  of  which  the 
people  of  the  country  have  complained." 

These  were  "  the  Tenures  Act,"  and  that  relating  to 
the   British   American   Jjand   Company.     It   is  to  be 
understood  that  under  the  former  act  a   Court  of  Es- 
cheats   had    lately    been    establiNhcd,    which    they    re- 
marked  had    in   fact  merely  served    a.s   a  pretext  for 
creating    several    sinecures    paid    out   of    the    public 
revenue  of  the  province,  which    they  "  had  not  recog- 
nised,   and    would    not    recogni.se."      With  respect  to 
the  latter  they  observed  ; — ''  One  of  the  eflFccts  of  this 
act   has  been    to  confirm  the  illegal  sale   of  nearly  a 
million  of  acres  of  the  waste  lands  of  this   Province, 
made  to   the  said  company,  in    addition  to    the    unu- 
sual privileges  it  confers  on    the   said  company,  with 
regard  to  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
sale, — privileges   which   be'ong  solely   to  the   provin- 
cial   Legislature    whose    powers    have    been    therein 
usurped.     This  subject  is  also  closely  connected  with 
the  incontestible   right  of  British  subjects  inhabiting 
this  Province,  and  of  those  who  come  to  settle  there- 
in,   not   to  be   taxed  without  their   free  consent,  ex- 
pressed through  their  representatives.     The  said  sale 
has  also   rendered   impossible  the   free   settlement  of 
the  most  advantageous  portion  of  the  accessible  lands, 
and  properly  speaking  the  only  portion  of  these  lands 
which  had  escaped  the  action  of  the  ^system  of  fraud, 
speculation   and    monopoly,    which    the    servants   of 
your    Majesty's    government    in    this   Province    have 
constantly    maintained     in     this    department.        We 
humbly   believe,   that  independently  of  the  high  con- 
sideration aforesaid,  an    essential  point  of  the   public 
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law  of  the  country  has  been  lo>'t  sip;ht  of,  namely, 
that  llic  waste  lands  of  tills  Province  arc  not,  may  it 
please  your  Majesty,  of  the  same  nature  as  the  here- 
ditary and  patrimonial  }>ro|>crty  belonginii;  to  your 
Majesty's  Crown,  any  more  than  they  had  that  char- 
acter v;hen  they  were  held  by  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty.  They  formed  then,  and  we  deem  that  they 
form  at  this  day,  part  of  the  public  domain  of  the 
estate,  which  in  several  dependencies  of  the  Km- 
piro,  is  conmiitted  to  your  Majesty's  paternal  care, 
for  the  benefit  of  their  inh.ibitants  and  of  other  sub- 
jects of  your  Majesty  who  may  wish  to  settle  therein, 
and  is  subject  to  the  su})reme  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment:  and  we  conceive  that  in  this  Province  the 
provincial  Parliament  is  fully  an<l  exclusively  invested 
with  this  authority,  the  exercise  of  which  we  shall  never 
willinfi;iy  renounce." 

They  added, — ''  from  the  moment  when  the  very 
act  which  defines  the  forms  of  our  present  constitu- 
tion went  into  operation  (a  circumstance  which  can 
not  but  have  weight  with  you  Majesty)  your  Ma- 
jesty's government  has  recognized  the  nature  and 
destination  of  the  waste  lands  of  this  Province,  by 
the  very  act  of  reserving  and  continuing  to  this  day 
to -reserve  a  seventh  part  thereof,  to  belong  more 
particularly  to  the  Crown,  and  to  be  under  its  spe- 
cial control.  Instead  of  this  seventh,  the  Executive 
authorities  have  taken  possession  of  the  whole  of 
these  lands,  of  which  they  have  disposed  for  the  per- 
sonal advantage  of  their  members^  and  of  their  friends 
and  subalterns,  for  the  purpose  of  planting  corrup- 
tion in  the  representation  and  among  the  people,  of 
securing  an  undue  irresponsibility  in  the  provincial 
administrations,  and  of  withdrawing  them  altogether 
from  the  control  and  influence  of  this  House.  To 
justify  their  former  waste,  and  to  retain  the  same 
means  of  bad  government  for  the  future,  the  same 
authorities  built  up  into  a  doctrine,  what  had  there- 
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tofbre  been  only  a  culpable  act ;  and  tljej^c  preten- 
sions, rendered  powerful  by  their  own  effects,  have 
unhappily  made  theii  way  to  your  Majesty's  tlirone, 
and  to   the  supreme  councils  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

"  Under  the  ancient  government  of  Cannda,  the 
settlement  of  the  wild  lands,  under  a  system  as  re- 
gular and  easy  a^  possible,  and  adopted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  climate,  the  laws,  manner  and 
locality,  by  the  then  inhabitants,  and  by  others  of 
their  fellow-countrymen  who  came  to  settle  among 
them,  was  regarded  as  a  point  so  esscntin.l  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  ancient  law  of  the  country 
relates  to  this  subject,  and  lays  down  rules  which 
ensure  the  right  of  the  population  to  obtain  lots  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  them,  and  which 
establish  the  relative  rights  of  the  parties  interested. 
We  conceive  that  the  power  of  ensuring  the  eificency  of 
of  these  laws,  of  modifying  them,  or  enacting  others  in 
their  stead,  in  care  of  need,  bus  devolved  solely  upon  the 
Provincial  Parliament. 

•*  We  regret,  that  since  the  change  of  dominion, 
the  exactions  of  certain  seigniors  in  some  cases 
the  undue  favors  which  have 
others  under  the  Tenures  Act, 
and  the  pretensions  of  the  Executive  to  dispose  of 
those  lands  without  control,  on  the  other,  have 
entirely  nullified  the  advantages  which  were  best 
adapted  to  advance  the  moral  and  physical  welfare 
of  the  people,  and  to  give  stability  to  their  institu- 
tions and  to  their  political  existence,  as  a  happy  and 
affectionate  portion  of  Your  Majesty's  subjects.  We 
are  sure  that  the  people  of  Canada,  of  whatever 
origin,  have  equally  had  reason  to  complain  of  the 
vices  and  abuses  above  nientiened.  We  cannot  be- 
lieve that  while  rights  so  essential  were  recognized 
and  respected  under  an  absolute  monarchical  govern- 
ment, the  operation  of  British  constitution,  though  im- 
perfect in  its  application  to  this  Province,  will  be  abso- 
lutely insufficient  to  maintain  them. 


and 

been    conferred    on 
on    the   one    hand, 


187 


"  We  thoreforo  pray  your  Majesty  to  be  pleased 
to  recommend  to  Parliament  the  repeal  of  the  uaid 
Act  passed  [in  favor  of  the  Land  Company,  and  also 
that  it  may  please  your  Majesty  to  adopt  le<!;al  means 
for  annuUin*^  all  the  undue  privilejjjes  incompatible 
withthe  ri<^hts  of  this  Province,  whicli  it  is  the  object 
of  the  said  Act  to  confirm,  or  of  which  it  may  have 
been  the  source.  We  also  humbly  pray  your 
Majesty  to  be  graciously  pleased,  with  ref^ar«l  to  the 
matters  relative  to  the  public  domain,  and  the  lands 
of  this  Province,  to  recognize  the  rights  of  its  legisla- 
ture, and  with  the  consent  of  your  Majesty  as  the 
first  branch  thereof,  to  render  available  all  the 
resources  of  the  country  for  the  support  of  your 
Government  therein,  and  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all 
your  subjects  who  inhabit  the  Province,  or  may  come 
to  settle  in  it,  and  more  especially  to  ensure  to  all 
without  distinction  the  means  of  settling  on  the  waste 
lands,  under  any  system  and  on  such  conditions  as  shall 
be  found  most  advantageous. 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  independence  of  the 
Judges",  they  said  : — *'  We  see  with  pleasure  that 
there  exists  no  difference  between  the  views  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  and  our  own.  We  regret 
that  we  were  mistaken  in  our  efforts  to  carry  them 
into  effect.  Since  that  time  the  modifications  which 
have  rendered  the  character  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil worse,  while  it  was  pretended  to  make  it  better, 
have  convinced  us  that  it  would  be  of  no  advantage 
to  the  due  administration  of  justice,  to  proceed  on  the 
same  basis.  We  shall  not,  however,  abandon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  and  v/e  shall  att^^ntively  exa- 
mine aqy  plan  which  shall  appear  to  us  well  adapted  for 
the  attainment  of  the  desired  end. 

*'  What  we  have  now  said  will  s'affice  to  show 
your  Majesty  what  our  views  are,  with  regard  to 
the  politics  of  the  colony  as  a  whole,  to  the  functions 
and  powers  which  we  believe  to  belong  to  the  Pro- 
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viiiciiil  IiO;^islaturo  on  all  matters  r6la(ivc  to  the  in- 
ternal affiirs  of  the  colony,  and  with  reijard  to  what 
we  conceive  to  bo  the  best  means  of  cnsurinj^  activity, 
efficiency  and  responsibility  in  tiie  pul)lic  t^ervicc. 
We  would  Hupjgest  to  your  Majesty,  that  there  arc 
on  tliis  portion  of  the  American  Continent,  more 
than  a  million  of  your  Majesty's  su))jects,  composing 
the  Colonies  of  Upper  and  Jjower  (.anada,  who, 
speaking  different  languages,  and  havin*^  a  prcat 
diversity  of  origin,  laws,  creeds  and  manners,  char- 
acteristics peculiar  to  them  respectively,  and  which 
they  have  severally  the  ri«:;ht  to  preserve  as  a  separ- 
ate and  distinct  people,  have  yet  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  institutions  common  to  the  two 
countries  ought  to  be  essentially  modified,  and  that 
it  hria  become  urgently  necessary  to  reform  the 
abuses  which  have,  up  to  this  day,  prevailed  in  the 
administration  of  the  Government.  We  rejoice  that 
TA  have,  in  our  just  claims,  the  support  of  our 
bvdthren  of  Upper  Canada.  This  support  will  ren- 
der manifest  to  ycftir  Majesty  and  to  our  fellow  sub- 
jects in  all  parts  of  the  Empire,  that  we  have  been 
sincere  in  our  declarations,  that  the  circumstances 
and  wants  of  the  two  Canadian  Provinces  do  indeed 
require  a  responsible  and  popular  government,  and 
that  we  have  been  actuated  by  no  narrow  views  of 
party  or  of  origin  in  repeating  to  your  Majesty  for  many 
years,  our  prayer  that  such  a  Government  may  be  grant- 
ed to  us. 

"  With  regard  to  the  protection  and  to  the  equality 
of  the  rights  which  your  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects 
are  entitled  to,  the  remedy  of  evils  and  abuses,  the 
abolition  of  sinecures  and  pluralities,  the  expected 
formation  of  an  Executive  Council  on  the  principles 
we  have  set  forth,  and  to  divers  other  subjects  more 
particularly  mentioned  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  at  the  opening  of  the  present  Session,  we 
|.efer  to  the  answer  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
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in  Chief,  and  wc  arJontly  wisli  tliat  tho  views  and 
instructions  of  your  Majesty's  Govcrnnicnt,  on  tho 
essential  points,  may  })e  of  a  nature  to  faeilitate  the 
results  which  your  Majesty's  Kepresentative  has  been 
pleased  to  promise,  and  which  it  will  afibrd  us  the  most 
lively  satisfaction  to  see  attaitied. 

They  moreover  ol)serve<l  that — *'  In  the  extracts 
from  despatches  hereinbefore  cited,  there  arc  certain 
passaf^es  which  induce  us  to  believe  tliat  wc  have  not 
made  ourselves  understood  by  your  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  control  wo 
desire  for  the  Provincial  Legislature  over  the  waste 
lands  on  the  public  domain  of  the  Province,  and 
which  might  cause  some  apprehension  in  the  opinion 
of  our  fellow  subjects.  We  have  never  claimed  to 
exercise  over  this  portion  of  the  aflfairs  of  the 
Government,  any  other  authority  than  the  parlia- 
mentary and  constitutional  authority  which  wo  are 
entitled  to  exercise  over  all  the  other  affairs  of  the 
country  in  so  far  as  the  peace,  welfare  and  good 
government  of  the  country  may  bo  therein  con- 
cerned. We  have  also  set  forth  at  length  our 
reasons  for  believing  that  this  authority  belongs  to 
us.  On  this  head,  as  on  all  others,  our  wish  is  that 
tho  due  execution  of  the  laws  may  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  authorities,  within  the  limits 
prescribed  by  the  laws  and  the  constitution,  and 
under  the  necessary  responsibility ;  but  we  also 
wish  that  the  right  of  tho  Assembly  of  the  Province  to 
legislate  on  these  subjects,  jointly  with  the  other  bran- 
ches of  the  Legislature,  and  to  exercise  in  this  behalf  the 
other  powers  of  the  Commons  of  the  country,  may  re- 
ceive its  full  application . 

"  It  remains  (they  finally  observed)  for  us  to 
address  your  Majesty  on  this  important  and  exten- 
sive subject, — the  public  revenue  and  expenditure 
of  this  Province.  We  humbly  thank  your  Majesty 
for   the  gracious   declaration,    that  your    Majesty    ig 
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disposed  to  admit  tlio  ooiiirol  of  tlio  Kopre«cntativcs 
of  the  people  0  'er  the  whole  jmblic  Kevenuc 
raised  in  tluH  Province.  We  re^^nrd  tlu;  I'ultiliueiit 
of  tliis  ]»ron»i.so  as  of  tlie  lii^hest  inijiortanco.  In 
Htatiii^  exjiUcitly  in  the  jtrecedin^^  portions  of  the 
Address,  the  ri<:lits  whieh  wo  linnibly  ])elievc  to 
beloni;  to  the  Jie^islature  of  thin  ProvinciN  with 
rc;j,:ir(l  to  certain  part.s  of  this  Uevenue,  we  wish  to 
present  the  .subject  in  itn  true  point  of  \iew,  in  order 
tliat  no  niisconce]ition  may  hi-reafter  rcitard  the 
desired  result.  In  the  prop(»sals  which  it  may 
please  Your  iMiije.sty  to  make  to  us  for  the  jiurpose 
of  attaining:;  this  result,  it  is  impossible  that  your 
Majesty  should  lose  si^dit  of  the  essential  prineiple« 
of  the  Constitution,  or  to  the  declaratory  Act  of  1778, 
to  the  benelit  of  wliich  we  believe  the  people  <jf  this 
jconntry  are  peeiiliarly  entitled.  We  shall  receive 
with,  respect,  and  exajnine  with  tlic  most  bcrupulou.s 
uttontion  any  communication  which  Vour  Majesty 
may  be  i>leased  to  make  to  us,  tending  to  tlie  settle- 
ment of  the  tinancial  (jucstions.  We  believe,  how- 
ever, that  any  merely  temporary  arran^cmejit,  made 
as  a  matter  of  expediency,  and  not  carrying;  with  it 
the  recognition  of  the  principles  w^c  have  Kupportod, 
could  not  have  the  desirml  effect,  but  would  sooner 
or  later  bring  back  tlie  very  difficulties  with  which 
we  arc  now  contending.  \Ve  limnbly  represent  to 
Your  Majesty,  that  the  people  of  this  Province,  tired 
of  the  continued  struggle  in  which  tliey  have  bccu 
so  lone-  engaged  to  obtain  the  recognition  of  their 
rh'hts  on  the  part  of  the  Metropolitan  and  Colon'al 
authorities,  would  regard  with  painful  apprehension 
the  possibility  of  the  recurrence  of  the  same  state  of 
things,  and  of  the  necessity  of  making  new  sacrifices 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  these  om plaints  before 
Y^our  Majesty  and  Parliament.  We  wish  for  a 
Govei-nment  which  shall  a.s^:ure  us  freedom  and 
security;  the   uurestricted   effect   -j^  Y'our   Majesty's 
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(.Icc'l.irationH    cnii    alt  mo  com  for   it   on   iis  ;   aii<l    it    will 
be  wlien  wo  possoss    it,  aiid   oan  otitortain   a   liopo  of 
tlio    rotnoval   of    irriovaiioos    and    a]»ii<os  \\q   ooiii|,lain 
of.   tlwit    wo    oan    properly  Hook    tho    nioana  of  ;jivin«' 
eff'oot    to  Your    JMajo-ty's  v>idios   with    ro^fird    to    an 
ni»j»ropriatinn    of  a  pornianont  natiiro.     A\'itli    rospoct 
to    tlio   oxtonsion    of  any  a]>pi  >]iriMtion  of  this  nature 
boyond   wliat  we  have  hitherto  thought  to  be  roason- 
a})lo,   it  will  he  inipossihlo   for  us   to  take  tlic   suhjoot 
into    consideration     until    after    tho    vio\N>    of    Your 
IMajosty's    (lovornnient,    witli    regard    to     tho    (h'tails, 
shall  have   l)oen  made   known    to  us.     We   must,  how- 
ever,    declare     that     liavinir    represented     to      Your 
Majesty    our    views    witli    regard    to    tlio   efficiency 
and   responsibility  which  wo   wi>!     to   soo  establislicd 
in    the    Provincial    (loverinnent,    we   should  think  we 
failed   in  our  duty  to  our  constituents  if  we  destroyed 
that  eiliciency  and   that    responsibility,  by  placing',    as 
a  creneral   rule,   the  great  public   functionaries  of  the 
province,    beyond   the   roach  of  the  wliolosoine   action 
of  the  constitution.       We   are   not    actu.itod   by  •  any 
merely     pecuniary     motive ;     we     believe     that     the 
largest   .sums   Your  Majesty's   Government  »;"uld    ask 
for,     would    be    utterly    itisigniticant    in    comparison 
with   those  for  which    Your  Majesty's  servants  in  this 
province  have  been  defaulters,  or  the  enf»rmous  sums 
expended   out  of  tlie  pul^lic  revenue,  without  the   au- 
thority of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  and  even  in  op- 
position  to  the  votes  of  this  House;  or  in  comparison 
with  the  waste  of  the  public  property,  by  which   four 
millions  of  acres  of  land  or   more,  scarcely  an   eighth 
part  of  which  has  yet   been  settled,  have   been  mono- 
polized or  alienated.     But  we  earnestly  desire  to  pre- 
serve the  benefit  of  a  just  control  on  the  part  of  the 
Legislature  over  the  several  branches  of  the  Provincial 
Executive,   and  we  can  never  consent  by  renouncing 
it,  to  confound  all  the  powers   of  the  state  for  time 
to  come. 
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'*  llaviuu'  tliiiH  ivinltTi'd  iii;mir('f<t  our  opinions  ou 
the  es.senti:il  points  of  tho  oxtriu'ts  rnmi  dt'spatchoH 
which  liMvo  t'onic  to  our  kno\vK'«lL'«',  wc  refer  on  all 
otlicr  pointM,  to  our  huinlilc  petition  to  Your  Majcsly 
and  your  Parliament,  of  tin;  l.st  of  March,  ISlii,  and 
the  Hist  February,  ls;{5,  in  which  we  preseverc. — 
Wo  beg  leavi!  to  call  Your  ."^lajesty's  royal  attention 
to  the  esHcntial  ret'ornis  we  have  pointed  out  in  tho 
former  part  of  tiiis  address,  and  which  wc  believe  to 
be  indi5!pensa})ly  necisssary.  Declarinj^  ourselves 
unsatisfied  with  the  views  and  intentions  of  Your 
Majesty's  ministers,  wc  address  ourselves  to  Y'our 
Majesty  and  to  your  Parliament,  in  order  that  our 
just  claims  may  be  listened  to,  and  that  Y'our  Majes- 
ty's pjovernment  in  this  Province  may  iorthwith  be- 
come a  constitutional  and  responsible  government, 
and  one  pos.-^essiny  the  coufidcnce  of  your  faithful 
subjects. 

*'  We  have  frerjuently  regretted  that  the  destinies 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  portion  of  the  British  Empire 
should  depend  almost  solely  on  a  Colonial  Minister 
acting  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean,  and  for  tho 
most  part  on  incorrect  data  and  an  imperfect  know- 
ledge of  facts. 

"  We  expect  full  justice  from  the  august  tribunal 
to  which  wo  appeal,  and  we  trust  that  the  Provincial 
Parliament  will  be  so  called  together,  for  its  next 
session  as  to  enable  us  to  continue  as  early  as  possi- 
ble our  labours  for  the  welfare  of  the  country,  and, 
reassured  by  the  measures  we  expect,  to  consider  tho 
means  of  finally  arranging  the  difficulties  which  sub- 
sist in  the  Government  of  this  Province,  and  of  giving 
strength,  stability  and  public  confidence  to  Your  Ma- 
jesty's government  therein. 

"  Wherefore  we  respectfully  entreat  Your  Majesty 
to  listen  favorably  to  our  humble  prayers,  and  aa 
well  by  the  exercise  of  the  august  powers  which  be- 
long more  especially  to  Your  Majesty  as  jointly  with 
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the  T^rtHlaincMt  of  tho  Ignited  Kin^tloni.  to  ronrlor 
full  justice  to  your  faithful  sultjt'cts,  and  to  (h'livcr 
them  from  tho  system  of  o]»prossi(»ii  and  bad  L'ovcrri- 
nicnt  whieli  tlie  Colonial  Ministers  have  Ion;;  made  to 
press  heavily  uixtn  them.  And  ))y  inelination  led, 
as  well  as  hy  duty  hound,  we  shall  ever  i>ray  fur 
Your  Majesty's  saered  person." 

It  was  then  resolved,  ('JOth  Fehy.,  1^3(5)  *'  That 
the  Speaker  should  transmit  to  John  Arthur  Uoebuck, 
Ksfjuire,  ai^ent  of  the  province  in  KuLrland,  the  peti- 
tions of  this  House  to  the  two  House«  of  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  adopted  tliis  day,  and  that 
the  said  agent  be  recpiested  to  adopt  measures  for 
rerjucsting  them  to  be  presented  and  for  supportitig 
the  same."  Tho  petition  to  his  Majesty  was  fur- 
warded  through  the  Governor. 

These  being  expedited  the  Assembly  proceeded  to 
other  matters.  The  north  American  land  Company 
being  peculiarly  obnoxious,  an  Address  to  His  Kxcel- 
lency  was  voted. 

**  Resolved,  That  an  hum])le  Address  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency  the  (Jovernor  in  Chief,  praying 
that  until  His  Majesty's  Government  shall  have  done 
justice  to  this  House  and  the  people  of  this  Province, 
by  procuring  the  repeal  of  the  Act  in  favor  of  tlie 
North  American  Land  Company,  and  the  revocation 
of  all  contracts  and  other  deeds  or  instruments 
tending  to  grant  to  the  said  Company  the  property 
or  enjoyment  of  any  portion  of  the  waste  lands  of 
this  Province^  he  will  be  ])leasc-.  to  suspend  the  is- 
suing of  any  Patents  or  other  instruments  tending 
to  convey  to  the  said  Comp'uiy,  as  above  miuitioned, 
any  portion  of  the  said  lands,  and  not  to  confirm 
any  anterior  contract,  deed  or  instrument ;  and 
that  he  will  protect  in  this  behalf,  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  His  Majesty's  faithful  kSubjects  in  this 
Province  ;  also,  praying  His  Excellency  to  be  pleas- 
ed to  inform   this   House    whether  any   such  Patents 
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or  instruiiitnts  have  been  issued  in  tlii.^  Province  nince 
the  i'oi-'nulion  of  the  said  Company,  and  if  any  have 
issued,  to  be  pleased  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  such  Patents  or  instrunuints,  and  of  the 
situation  of  the  lands  tliereiu  included. 

To  this  His  Excellency  answered  ;  "  I  do  not 
concei^■c  it  to  be  within  the  scope  of  the  powers  de- 
legated tome  as  Governor  in  Chief  of  these  Provii)"  ; 
to  annul  or  abridge  the  rights  and  privileges  cou-er- 
rcd  on  any  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  by  a  Charter 
under  tlie  Koyal  Sign  Manual,  of  which  the  pro- 
visions hi.ve  been  confirmed  and  extended  by  an 
Act  of  the  Injperial  Legislature. 

"  I  rc<[ue,st  you,  therefore,  to  ncfjuaint  the  House  of 
Assembly  in  answer  to  this  Address,  that,  during 
the  subsistence  of  the  contracts  and  arrangements 
which,  ratified  by  so  high  a  sanction,  have  been 
made  between  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  British  American  Land  Compaif)^  I  do  not  feel 
mysell'  authorized  to  refuse  the  issuing  of  Patents 
conveying  to  the  said  Comp:iny  such  portions  of  the 
wild  lands  of  the  Crown  in  this  I*)'ovince  as  may  not 
be  more  than  e<juivalent  to  the  ])urehase  money  ac- 
tually paid  Ity  them  hi  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
tlieir  contract. 

'•'  I,  however,  readily  accede  to  the  request  of  the 
House  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  this  Address 
and  I  will  desire  to  be  laid  before  it,  vvithout  delay, 
a  statement  of  all  such  Patents  or  instruments  as 
have  issued  in  this  province  in  favor  of  the  said 
Company  since  its  Ibrmation,  and  of  the  situatiou  of 
the  Jjands  therein  included.'' 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Gale  to  the  Bench  at 
Montreal,  had  as  previously  mentioued,  given  great 
oftenee  to  the  dominant  party  in  the  Assembly,  and 
copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Colonial 
Secretary  and  Provincial  Government  were  called 
for  by  Address  early  in    the  session,  and  which   accord- 
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ingly  wore  iiiimetliutely  lai«l  before  the  House.  They 
were  no  sooucr  delivered  tliaii  referred  to  tlic  Stiiud- 
ing  Committee  of  Grievances.  The  Committee  report- 
ed, and  upon  its  Report  the  following  resolutioas  were 
adopted : — 

"  Kesolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit 
tee.  That  8amucl  Gale,  Escjuire,  lately  appointed  ouo 
of  the  Justices  of  His  Majesty's  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  for  the  District  of  Montreal,  has  been  an  ac- 
tive and  decided  partizan  of  the  obnoxious  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  formerly  Governor 
in  Chief  of  this  Province,  against  which  the  people 
of  this  colony,  did  in  the  year  18*27,  succes-ifully  com- 
plain. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, That  the  said  Samuel  Gale  did,  in  the  year  18*22, 
take  an  active  part  in  circulating  a  certain  Petition 
10  the  Imperial  Parliament  of  Great  IJritain  and  Ire- 
land, praying  for  a  Union  of  the  Provinces  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada  under  one  legislature,  which 
Petition  contained  gross  calumnies  against  this 
House,  and  against  the  people  of  this  Province; 
grossly  misrepresented  the  Civil  Law  in  i'orce  in  this 
'.olony  ;  tended  to  engender  animosities,  prejudices 
.  and  distractions  between  the  various  classes  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects  therein  ;  to  endanger  their  rights 
and  privileges,  and  to  disturb  the  iii.^titutions  and 
customs  guaranteed  to  them  by  solemn  Treaties  and 
solenm  Acts  of  Parliament. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  o])inion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, that  the  said  Samuel  Gale  whilst  Chairman  of 
the  Quarter  Sessions  at  Montreal,  did  use  the  power 
and  iniiuence  of  his  office  in  acnulring  and  exercis- 
ing an  improper  ascendancy  over  his  fellow  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  in  intimidating  the  Magistrates,  and 
bringing  their  opinions  to  his  will  and  to  that  of  the 
Executive,  by  employing  threats  of  punishment  and 
exciting  fears,  c<|ually   hurtful  to  the  interests  of  His 
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Majesty's  provcmmcni  and  of  His  subjects  in  this 
Province,  by  dostroying  the  confidence  of  tlic  public 
in  the  magistracy  and  in  the  administation  of  Jus- 
tice. 

*'  Eesolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  the  said  Samuel  Gale,  as  appears  by  a 
letter  by  him  addressed  to  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie, 
then  Governor  in  Chief  of  this  Province,  and  dated 
Montreal,  17th  August,  1827,  did  report  to  the 
Executive  four  certain  Magistrates  who  differed  in 
opinion  with  the  said  Samuel  Gale  on  a  legal  ques- 
tion, with  a  \'iew  that  the  Executive  should  punish 
Bach  Magistrates  for  the  exercise  of  such  opinion, 
and  that  sliortly  after  the  names  of  those  four  Magis- 
trates were  struck  out,  or  omitted  in  the  Commission 
of  the  Peace  thereafter  issued ;  and  that  the  said 
Samuel  Gale  is  thereby  guilty  of  having  destroyed, 
inasmuch  as  in  him  lay,  all  independence  of  ihe 
Bench ;  and  of  having  endangered  the  security  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects,  and  the  safety  of  their  libertios 
and  property. 

'*  Kesolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, that  the  said  Samuel  Gale,  having  been  deputed 
to  England,  as  the  hired  Agent  of  the  then  obnox- 
ious Administration,  to  oppose  the  complaints  o>?  tho 
people  of  this  Province,  and  to  support  the  o5lious 
Administration  aforesaid,  did,  in  his  evidence  ])efore 
a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  calumniate 
and  defame  this  House ;  evince  the  most  violent  and 
unfounded  prejudices  against  the  laws,  euF^'Oras, 
and  institutions,  in  force  in  this  country,  misrepre- 
sent the  same,  and  proved  himself  thereby  to  be  a 
fixed  and  determined  enemy,  as  well  of  the  said  laws, 
customs  and  institutions,  as  of  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  Province. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, that  the  llight  Hon.  Thomas  Spring  Rice,  then 
His  Majesty's   Principal   Secretary  of  State  for  the 
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Colonies,  being  moved  by  principles  of  justice  and 
good  government,  did  as  appears  by  a  Despatch  dated 
Downing  Street,  11th  November,  1884,  refuse  to 
sanction  the  appointment  of  the  said  Samuel  Gale  as 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  consequence 
of  the  line  adopted  by  the  said  Samuel  Gale,  before  the 
aforesaid  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  tlie 
year  1828,  and  of  the  connection  with  the  measures  of 
those  times. 

**  Kesolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, that  it  is  imprudent  and  unsafe,  and  dangerous 
to  the  liberties,  privileges,  rights  and  properties  of 
the  people  of  this  Province,  to  intrust  the  Adminis- 
tration of  the  said  laws,  customs  and  institutions  to 
the  said  Samuel  Gale,  in  whom  the  people  of  this 
Province,  in  consequence  of  his  various  acts,  declara- 
tions and  proceedings  aforesaid,  have  not,  and  cannot 
have  any  confidence  as  a  Judge. 

*'  Kesolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, that  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor  in  Chief,  with  copies  of  the 
Report  and  accompanying  documents,  together  with 
copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  qualification  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  made  in  the  second  Session,  of  the 
thirteenth  Provincial  Parliament,  and  the  evidence 
and  documents  annexed  thereto;  also  of  the  third 
Report  of  the  Special  Committee  of  this  House,  to 
whom  were  referred  Petitions  on  Grievances  in  the 
same  session,  and  the  evidence,  given  by  the  said 
Samuel  Gale,  before  a  Committee  of  the  Honorable 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  year  1828  ;  praying 
His  Excellency  to  take  immediate  steps,  to  have  the 
said  Samuel  Gale,  removed  from  the  office  of  Judge 
of  His  Majesty's  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  this  Pro- 
vince." 

To  this  His  Excellency  answered,  *'  I  find  by  the 
Report  delivered  to  me  with  this  Address,  that  Mr. 
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Justice  Gale,  is  accused  of  having  been  a  partizan  of 
the  Administration  of  the  Earl  of  Dalhousio,  against 
which  the  people  complained  in  the  year  1827  ; — 
of  having  in  the  year  1822,  taken  an  active  part  in 
circulating  a  Petition  to  the  Imperial  l*arlianient, 
praying  for  the  Legislative  Union  of  the  Provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  wliich  Petition  is  stated  to 
have  been  calumnious,  and  calculated   to  disturb  tho 

institutions    and    customs    of    Lower    Canada ; of 

having  some  years  ago,  while  Chairman  of  the  Quar- 
ter Sessions  at  Montreal,  made  an  improper  and  op- 
pressive use  of  his  office,  tending  to  destroy  the  in- 
dejMindence  of  the  Magistracy ; — and  finally  of  hav- 
ing, in  1828,  given  evidence  before  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  delamatory  of  the  Assembly,  and 
hostile  to  the  laws,  customs  and  institutions  in  force  in 
this  Province. 

*'  All  these  allegations  refer  to  a  date  antecedent 
to  Mr.  Gale's  being  raised  to  a  seat  on  the  15cnch, 
but  I  find  no  statement  relleeting  on  his  conduct  sub- 
sequent to  that  appointment,  nor,  tliereibre,  any 
ground  which  would  justify  nie,  m  entering  into  the 
question  whether,  as  prayed  by  the  House,  immedi- 
ate measures  should  be  taken  for  his  removal;  he  has 
been  confirmed  in  his  appointment,  by  the  lloyal 
Prerogative,  and  failing  any  misbehaviour  as  a  Judge, 
it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  security  wliich 
should  always  attach  to  the  tenure  of  that  office, 
while  rightfully  administered,  tluit  I  should  consider, 
whether  he  ought  to  be  dismissed  for  acts  committed 
before  His  Majesty  approved  of  his  elevation  to  the 
Bench." 

This  however,  did  not  satisfy  the  Assembly,  who 
now  determined  upon  an  Address  to  His  ^Lijesty, 
couched  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  We,  Your  Majesty's  i'aithful  Subjects,  the  Com- 
mons of  Lower  Canada,  in  Provincial  Parliament  as-, 
sembled,  most  respectfully  approach  Tour  3Injesty,  and 
rej^ resent : — 


190 


.  .<t-"*"->'-*^ 


U   w 


*'  Tluit  after  a  due  oxaiiiination  (as  will  appear  by 
a  lleport  of  the  StanUini;  Conniiittee  of  Grievances 
hereunto  appended,  and  concurred  in  by  Your  Pe- 
titioners,) into  tlie  character  and  conduct  of  Samuel 
Gale,  Ks<juirc,  lately  app« tinted  to  the  hi«;h  office  of 
Judue  of  the  Court  of  Kind's  Bench  for  the  District 
of  Montreal,  the  Commons  of  this  Province  decided 
that  the  said  Samuel  Gale  is  a  declared  enemy  of 
the  laws  whieh  he  is  sworn  to  administer;  that  he 
has  been  ujuilty  of  divers  misdemeanors ;  that  he  has 
been  en,ua;^ed  in  a  lonu;  series  of  acts  of  hostility 
ajzainst  the  good  })eopre  of  this  Province,  their  lau- 
guage,  customs  and  institutions  ;  and  that  by  his 
public  misc(jnduct  he  has  deprived  himself  of  the 
coniidence,  as  well  of  Your  Majesty's  sul)jeets  in 
this  colony  as  of  their  Iveprcsentatives  ;  and  who  iu 
consequence,  presented  in  the  eourse  of  the  present 
session  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  an  humble  Ad- 
dress to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  iu  Chief,  pray- 
ing His  Excellency  to  take  immediate  steps  to  have 
the  said  .Samuel  G;tle  removed  from  the  said  office  of 
Judge. 

"  That  your  Petitioners  have  to  complain  that  lli^i 
ExccUeiiey  the  Governor  in  Chief  has  relused  to  com- 
ply with  their  just  demands,  and  considered  that 
there  was  no  ground  whieh  would  ju.-^tify  Ilis  Excel- 
lency in  entering  into  the  (juestion,  whether,  as 
prayed  I'or  by  this  House,  immediate  measures  should 
be  taken  for  the  removal  of  the  said  Samuel  Gale 
from  the  Bench,  and  that  it  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  security  which  should  always  attach  to  the 
tenor  of  that  office,  to  con>ider  whether  the  said 
Samuel  Gale  ought  to  be  dismissed  for  acts  conmiit- 
ted  belbre  His  Majesty  approved  of  his  elevation  to  the 
Bench. 

"  That  His  Excellency  the  Gevcrnor  in  Chief  docs 
not  appear  by  his  answer  to  the  said  Address,  to  have 
correctly    understood    the     paramount    reasons,     and 
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grounds,  which  inuucod  Your  Petitioners  to  demand 
the  removal  from  office  of  the  said  Samuel  Gale. — 
That  Your  Petitioners  never  pretended  to  demand 
such  removal  for  acts  reflecting  on  the  conduct  of  the 
said  Samuel  Gale  subscfjuent  to  his  appointment  to 
the  Bench,  but  for  acts  committed  and  opinions  ex- 
pressed before  his  elevation  to  the  Bench,  which 
utterly  disqualified  him  from  being  intrusted  with 
the  administration  of  the  laws  in  this  Province,  and 
deprived  him  of  that  public  confidence  which  is  so 
necessary  to  every  person  invested  with  so  exalted  and 
important  an  office. 

"  That  the  disqualification  under  which  the  said 
Samuel  Gale  labored,  in  consequence  of  acts  commit- 
ted by  him,  before  his  appointment  to  the  Bench, 
was  solemnly  recognized  by  one  of  Your  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  Stat€  for  the  Colonies,  in  a 
despatch,  dated  ilth  November,  1834,  who  refused 
to  confirm  the  said  appointment ;  and  that  the  subse- 
quent confirmation  thereof  by  the  Bight  Honorable 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  upon  which  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  Chief,  in  his  answer  aforesaid,  grounds  his 
refusal,  does  not  and  can  not,  in  any  way  remove  the 
disqualification  which  previously  existed,  and  which 
justly  opposed  the  elevation  of  the  said  Samuel  Gale  to 
the  Bench. 

*'  That,  moreover,  the  confirmation  invoked  by  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief,  cannot  be  of  any 
weight  in  the  present  case,  inasmuch  as  it  appears 
by  a  despatch,  addressed  by  Lieutenant  General  Lord 
Aylmer  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial 
department,  and  dated  Castle,  St.  Lewis,  23rd  Jan., 
1835,  that  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  was  led  into  error 
by  false  and  unfounded  misrepresentations  contained 
in  the  said  despatch,  in  which,  among  other  things, 
it  is  erroneously  stated  that  "  those  who  in  the  first 
instance  were  averse  to  his  (the  said  Samuel  Gale's) 
appointment,  have  ceased  to   complain  of  it,"  that  the 


I 


I 


201 


appoiutmcnt  '  i.s  very  generally  approved  of/  and  that 
*  the  removal '  of  the  said  Samuel  Gale  from  the 
Bench  '  would  have  a  very  bad  effect  m  this  I*ro- 
vince,'  assertions  which  are  contradicted  by,  and  at 
total  variance  with  the  representations  of  the  people 
of  this  Province,  and  of  their  Representatives  ui  Par- 
liament asserabld,  and  moreover  specially  contra- 
dicted by  the  fact  that  the  latter  have  always  declined 
to  vote  the  salary  of  the  said   Samuel  Gale  as  a  Judi^e. 

*'  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief,  in 
enumerating"  the  various  grounds  of  disqualification 
set  forth  against  the  fitness  of  the  said  Samuel  Galo 
for  the  high  office  to  which  he  has  been  improperly 
appointed,  has  omitted  to  notice  two  charges  which, 
although  passed  over  in  silence  by  His  Excellency, 
are  particularly  disreputible  to  the  said  Samuel  Gale  ; 
and  Your  Petitioners  hope  that  His  Excellency  dees 
not  thereby  intend  to  convey  the  impression  that  the 
said  charges  are  frivolous  or  uiifounded,  or  by  such 
omission  to  sanction,  in  a  high  Magisterial  Func- 
tionary, acts  tending  to  bring  disrespect  on  the  laws, 
and  to  corrupt  the  source  of  justice. 

"  That  Your  Petitioners  solemnly  protest  against 
the  inferences  which  might  be  deduced  from  the 
principles  laid  down  in  His  Excellency's  answer 
aforesaid,  that  the  character  and  conduct  of  a  man 
however  bad  and  censurable  they  may  be  antecedent 
to  his  appointment  to  office,  are  not  sufficient  grounds 
when  made  known  to  competent  authority,  to  justify 
that  authority  in  removing  the  persons  so  disqualified 
by  previous  bad  conduct,  from  any  office  to  which 
he  may  have  heen  improperly  and  injudiciously  ap- 
pointed ;  inasmuch  as  such  principles,  when  practi- 
cally carried  out,  cannot  fail  to  produce  consequences 
peculiarly  fatal  to  the  purity  and  independence  of 
thx  Bench,  as  they  tend  to  convert  the  Ermine  of 
Justice  into  a  cloak  to  cover  the  misconduct  of  pubHc 
men,  and  to  protect  them  from  the  just  consequences 
of  their  evil  acts. 
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"  Tliat  Your  Petit ioiicr><  ivi;rot  that,  if  His  p]xccl- 
Icncy  tlic  Governor  in  Chief  did  not  feel  disposed,  or 
authorized,  to  do  full  and  innnediate  justice  to  the 
fjcoplc  and  to  this  House,  by  the  removal  from  oftice 
ofthe  said  Sainuel  Gale,  lie  did  not  think  proper  to 
Hcnd  the  said  Address  and  Keports,  llcsolutions,  docu- 
ments and  evidence  acconipanyinu'  the  same,  to 
Enjjjland,  and  recommend  the  whole  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  your  iMajesty  ;  but,  on  the  contraiy, 
deemed  it  ex})edient  to  put  his  direct  veto  on  the 
demand  of  Your  l*etitioncrs  respectfully  conveyed 
to  His  Kxcellency  in  the  Address  aforesaid. 

"  Wherefore  Your  Petitioners,  tlu;  lleprescutativea 
of  Your  Majesty's  subjects  in  Lower  Canada,  pray 
Your  Majesty  to  take  the  facts  set  forth  and  referred 
to  in  the  said  fifth  Keport  of  the  Standing'  Committee 
of  (jrievanccs  into  Your  favorable  consideration,  ho 
that  the  complaints  tlierein  cor^tained  uiay  be  reme- 
died and  justice  be  done  to  Your  Majesty's  suftering 
subjects  in  this  province  by  the  removal  of  the  f^aid 
Samuel  Gale  from  the  of  office  of  Judprc  of  Y'ciur  Ma- 
jesty's Court  of  King's  Bench,  to  which  he  has  been 
unworthily  and  improperly  appointed.' ' 

An  Address  was  then  voted,  "  informina'  His  Ex- 
cellency  that  this  House  hath  voted  an  humble  Address 
to  his  Majesty,  praying  the  removal  of  Samuel  Gale 
Esquire,  from  his  office  of  Judge  of  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  in  this  Province,  and  that  His  Excellency 
"would  be  pleased  to  transmit  the  said  Address  to  His 
Majesty's  government  in  England,  to  be  laid  at  the 
foot  of  the  Throne,  to  :ether  with  copies  of  the  fifth 
Keport  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Grievances, 
concurred  ■  in  by  this  House,  and  the  resolutions, 
evidence  and  documents  nccom2)anying  the  same,  in 
order  that  the  complaint  tlierein  contained  be  reme- 
died, and  that  justice  be  done  in  the  premises  to  His 
Majesty's  suffering  subjects  in  this  province." 

With  tliis  Address  tlie  Speaker,  attended  by  the 
House,  waited  upon  the  Governor,  who  answered ; — 
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"  In  coiiipliatuc  with  your  wishes  I  will  not  i'uil  to 
transmit,  lor  the  purjjosc  of  bciuji;  lai<l  at  the  foot  of 
the  Throne,  your  Athiress  to  our  Most  (jraeious  Sove- 
rciii'n,  to<j.e'tlier  v  itL  the  other  documents  relating  to  the 
case  oJ'  Mr.  Justice  Gale. 

"  1  shall  avail  myself  of  the  same  ojtportunity  to 
forward  such  explanations  and  comments  as  seem  to 
be  called  for  by  those  parts  of  the  Address  which  relate 
to  my  olhcial  conduct  in  this  .   attcr. 

Nothing  afterwards  transpired  on  the  matter  to 
disturb  lilr.  Gale,  who,  as  already  mentioned,  was 
maintained  in  his  oflice,  and  gave,  tiiere  is  reason  to 
believe,  very  general  satisfaction  to  all  classes  by  his 
upright  porl'ormance  of  the  important  duties  attached 
to  it.ij^ 

A  petition  against  Mr.  Justice  Fletcher,  of  the 
District  of  8t.  Francis,  was  again  laid  belbre  the 
Assembly  this  session,  by  Mr.  Silas  Ilorton  Diekeson, 
renewing  the  complaints  he  had  made  in  1829  against 
that  gentleman,  and  praying  the  House  would  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  grievances  set  ibrth  in  the 
former  petition.  This  also  was  referred  to  the  fcftaud- 
iug  Committee  of  Grievances,  who  reported  un- 
favorably of  the  Judge,  llesolutions  in  conformity 
to  the  Keport  were  adopted,  and  an  Address  to  the  Gov- 
ernor was  accordingly  presented.     It  stated  : — 

''  That  since  Ihc  appointment  of  Mr.  Justice  Fletcher 
to  the  Bench  of  the  District  of  Saint  Franci.-v,  he  has 
abused  the  power  confided  to  him,  to  the  injury  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects,  and  in  manifest  violation  of  his 
duty  to  the  king. 

"  That  he  has  unjustly  and  arbitrarily  fined  and 
imprisoned  divers  of  the  King's  subjects  for  various 
pretended  contempts  of  his  Court,  and  during  a  series 
of  years,  on  various  pretexts,  has  vexed  and  harrassed 
them. 

*  He  has  since,  to  make  room  for  another,  been  placed  upon 
a  retiring  pension  of  £600  a  year. 
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**  That  he  has  repeatedly  sat  in  judijjnient  in  cases 
originating  with  himself,  and  in  wiiicli  lie  took  a 
personal  interest,  and  pronounced  illegal  and  iniquitous 
decisions  therein. 

"  That  he  lias  repeated  and  aggravated  the  punish- 
ment when  the  parties,  on  whom  his  displeasure  had 
fallen,  applied  to  a  Superior  Court  for  redress;  and 
that  he  also  extended  the  punishment  to  the  Attornies 
of  the  parties  whom  he  so  fined  and  imprisoned. 

"  That  he  had  so  vexatiously,  oppressively  and 
monstronsly  demeaned  himself,  as  to  bring  the  King's 
name  and  government  into  contempt,  and  to  excite 
disaflfection  and  disloyalty  among  the  parties  subjected 
to  his  influence. 

"  That  these  facts  are  proved  by  matter  of  record, 
explained  indeed  by  parole  testimony,  but  of  itself 
so  conclusive,  that  we  cannot  doubt  that  Your  Fxcel- 
lency,  readily  admitting  their  force  and  sufficiency, 
will  conclude  that  Mr.  Justice  Fletcher  is  guilty  to 
the  extent  set  forth  herein,  as  well  as  in  the  Reiwrt 
of  the  several  Committees  which  have,  from  time  to 
time  been  eagaged  in  the  investigation  of  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Justice  Fletcher.  With  this  view,  we  lay 
before  Your  Excelloncy  the  said  Report  and  the  evi- 
dence on  which  the  same  is  founded  ;  and  we  respect- 
fully submit  that  if  such  conduct  receive  the  counte- 
nance of  His  Majesty's  government;  if  it  were  not 
punished  in  an  exemplary  manner,  the  ties  which 
bind  that  portion  of  the  King's  subjects  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's person  and  government,  must  be  injuriously 
weakened,  and  the  most  fatal  consequences  must 
ensue. 

"  Wherefore,  we  humbly  pray  that  Your  Excllency 
will  be  pleased  forthwith  to  dismiss  Mr.  Justice  Flet- 
cher from  office." 

To  the  messengers  presenting  the  Address,  he 
answered  ; — "  The  charges  against  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Justice  Fletcher,  as  a  Judge,  which  are  brought 
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under  my  notico  by  this  Addnss,  merit,  :nid  sli.dl  not 
fail  to  receive  from  me,  tin;  m  )st  attentive  eonsidora- 
tion  ;  ))ut  as  it  docs  not  appear  that  Mr.  Fl(!toher  lias 
yet  had  an  opportunity  of  mectin*^  tlie  cvidonee  ad- 
duced aa;ainst  him,  or  of  mnkinji;  his  defenee,  1  cannot 
come  to  any  decision  in  this  matter,  until  after  I 
sluill  have  heard  what  Mr.  Fletcher  may  ha.e  to  say 
in  his  vindication,  and  the  whole  case  shall  have  thus 
been  brought  under  my  judunicnt." 

Nothinu'  further  was  heard  of  the  matter,  and  Mr. 
Justice  Fletcher  retained  his  olfice. 

A  petition  complainina;  of  iNFr.  Justice  Thompson 
the  provincial  Judge  for  the  District  of  Gas]it',  an<l  ac- 
cusinfj:  him  of  divers  hiL:h  crimes  and  misdemeanors, 
was  presented  early  in  the  session  by  Mr.  Jos.  Fran(;ois 
Deblois,  in  his  own  name,  as  Attorney  and  Practi- 
tioner in  the  Judges  Court,  recently  returned  for 
the  first  time  to  serve  in  the  Assembly  as  llepre.sen- 
tativc  for  Bonaventure.  The  petitirm  being  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  of  (.Tricvances,  evidence 
was  taken,  upon  it  including  that  of  Mr.  Deblois  him- 
self, and  a  lleport  unlavorable  to  Mr.  Thompson  was  in 
due  time  brought  in,  pursuant  to  which  the  House 
came  to  the  following  resoluti(ms,  it  being  at  the 
same  time  resolved  that  the  inquiry  should  be  resumed 
the  next  session. 

*'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
John  Gawler  Thompson,  Esquire,  Judge  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Court  of  the  Inferior  District  of  Gaspe,  has 
been  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try, by  evincing  repugnance,  negligence  and  unpar- 
donable indifference  to  the  performance  of  his  .Judi- 
cial duty ;  and  that  he  has  by  his  general  conduct 
opposed  numerous  obstacles  to  the  despatch  of  busi- 
nes»  and  to  the  due  administration  of  Justice,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  said 
Inferior  District  of  Gaspe. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 


i 


I 

si 

•it 


I 


20G 

the  sai«l  John  (ijiwlcr  Tliompsnn,  has  been  ^uihy  of 
a  shamot'ul  iicj^lcct  of  duty  and  of  nialvcr.satiou  in  tljc 
cxcrciHO  of  hiH  said  Judici.il  functions,  having  amonp; 
otlicr  thin«;s  arrested  and  impeded  the  due  course  of 
the  law,  by  ilUi^ally  delaying  and  refusin<z;  his  ministry 
to  several  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  iu  the  said  Inferior 
District  of  ijtaH\)(i. 

*'  That  it  's  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
the  said  J(»lin  (Jawler  Thompson  lias,  in  liis  Judicial 
capacity,  violated  the  enactments  of  the  Statutes  of 
J  the  Province  of  Jiower  Canada,  relatint;  to  the  juris- 
diction and  constitution  of  His  Majesty's  Provincial 
Court  of  the  Inferior  District  of  Gasp6,  and  tJic  rights 
and  privilep;es  inherent  in  all  His  Majesty's  subjects, 
and  solenmly  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  bill  of  rights; 
because  the  said  Judge,  in  consequence  of  his  in- 
tompcrance,  has  rendered  himself  incomj)etent  to 
hold  several  of  the  Terms  of  the  said  Provincial 
Court ;  and,  because,  owi  g  to  the  same  cause,  the 
said  Judge  has  only  imperfectly  held  divers  other  Terms 
of  His  Majesty's  said  Provincial  Court  of  the  said 
luferior  District. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
the  said  John  Gawler  Thompson  has,  in  consequence 
of  his  intemperance  on  the  Bench,  and  while  the 
Court  was  sitting,  been  guilty  of  conduct  which  ren- 
ders him  unworthy  of  His  Majesty's  confidence :  and 
that  he  cannot  hold  the  office  ot  Judge  in  this  Province 
in  a  manner  compatible  with  tho  honor  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's Govcrmncnt,  and  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this 
country. 

"  That  it  is  tlie  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  tho 
Governor  in  Chief,  praying  him  to  use  the  powers 
vested  in  him  by  his  Commission,  for  the  purpose, of 
provisionally  suspending  the  said  Honorable  John 
Gawler  Thompson,  Judge  of  His  Majesty's  Provin- 
cial Court  of  the  luferior  District  of  Gasp6,  from   the 
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excrci.sc  ofhlrf  jiidlc'uil  functions  tlurlnir  tlio  cnntiuu- 
anco  of  till!  cn(juiryoi)  tlio  |K'titi<tn  ot'  Josopli  Francos 
Dcldois,  KsijUiro,  iind  nutW  tlir  lin.il  n-nioval  «»r  tlu;  said 
Ju(l;i:o  n»!iyl>es(»li'!unly.iwar(lr(l  Itytlic  j»n>|K'r  aiithoritios. 
Tlieso  boiiiLr  cnniinMnieatiMl  to  tlu!  (Jovcrnor  by  an 
Address,  "  I  shall  not  fail" — said  His  Kx(M>lU'iK'y  in  an- 
swer— "  to  /^ivcj  tlu'  most  attentive  consideration  to  the 
charges  bronirht  nnder  my  notice  by  this  Address,  a- 
fxninst  the  condnct  of  Mr.  Thomson,  as  the.Indiie  of  the 
District  of  Gaspe  ;  but  I  cannot  come  to  any  decision 
upon  the  case  until  1  shall  have  received  fnun  Mr. 
Thompson  such  defence  as  he  may  iiave  to  otler  to  the 
accusations  prelerred  aj^ainst  him  by  theAssembly."* 

•  There  being  no  tribunal  in  the  I'rovince,  for  the  trial  of 
impeachments  by  the  Assembly,  this  functionary,  in  tho 
public  difUculties  that  ensunil,  escaped  further  perquisition, 
but  was  never,  in  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain, 
formally  absolved  from  the  chargoq  preferred  against  him. 
The  Executive  could  not,  with  propriety,  dismiss  nor  suspend 
him  from  his  office  on  tho  fx  parte  evidence  received  Ijy  the 
Assembly,  and  on  which  it  Imd  impeached  him.  He  had  pro- 
cured in  vindication  of  himself  divers  certificates,  some  on 
oath  it  is  said,  of  his  good  conduct,  character  and  standing 
in  the  District  subject  to  his  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  an  Address 
prepared  by,  or  at  the  8U)^'.;estion  of  his  friends  or  depend- 
ents, expressive  of  the  public  approbation  and  confidence  in 
him,  which  were  publicly  hawked  about  the  District  for  sig- 
nature by  a  biiilifT  of  his  Court,  and  to  such  as  refused  to 
sign  maJheur,  wlien  they  afterwards  recurred  to  his  Court.  It 
is  nevertheless,  a  fact  within  my  own  knowledge,  and  since 
that  time  amply  verified  by  an  inquiry  instituted  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive government,  that  his  administration  of  the  Laws  had 
produced  much  dissatisfaction,  and  was  exceedingly  un- 
popular, and  indeed  odious  to  the  inhobitants  universally. 
Much  of  this  unpopularity,  however,  it  is  but  proper  to  re- 
mark, was  due  to  the  belief  prevalent  in  the  District  of  Gaspd, 
whether  with  or  without  cause  I  cannot  say,  that  he  was  un- 
duly, influenced  in  his  Judicial  decisions  by  an  Attorney,  a 
relation  of  his,  practising  in  his  Court,  whose  indiscreet  and 
habitual  boasting  of  his  influence  over  *he  Judge,  partly  from 
vanity,  and  partly  to  procure  ]?ractice,  if  it  did  not  actually 
give  rise  to  the  notion,  essentially  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged it. 

The  abuses  complained  of  in  the  impeachment  alluded  to, 
having  escaped  impuniiy,  went  on  increasing  until  the  Union, 
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,  a    coiupiaiut  was  also  laiu   oeiorc  xiie   Asseiiioi 
y     against  ]Nlr.  fJiisticc  J3owcn.  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of    King's    Bench    at  Quebec,  accusing  him  of 

shortly  alter  which,  Coniinissioiicri  were  ai)poiQted,  pursu- 
ant to  iin  Address  (which  1  felt  it  my  duty  to  move,  as  Re- 
prescntive  for  tlie  Couiity  of  Gaspe)  from  the  Logishvtive 
Assembly  to  the  Governor,  in  the  first  Session  (1841)  and 
who,  in  the  summer  of  1842,  proceeded  to  the  District  of 
Gaspe  to  en(iuire  as  to  the  nature  of  tlie  alleged  abuses  and 
to  Report  uj)on  the  subject.  The  gentlemen  selected  for  the 
purpose, the  Hon.  A.  AV,  Cochran  and  IMJ.  Dumoulin,  Esquire, 
both  Barristers  of  respectable  ^standing,  were  well  qualified 
for  the  mission. 

They  reported  very  largely,  and,  as  I  can  vouch  from  my 
own  personal  knowledge,  faithfully  on  the  subject  matter 
of  enquiry  committed  to  them.  Their  Report,  stands  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  1843.  "No  words 
that  we  can  use,"  sa_y  those  genllcmen  with  great  truth 
"  can  exaggerate  the  distrust  and  dissatisfaction  with  it  (the 
Administration  of  Justice)  expressed  to  us,  with  one  almost 
unanimous  voice,  by  all  classes  of  the  people  who  have  had 
occasion  to  seek  justice  in  the  Court,  from  the  fisherman  in 
his  boat  to  the  merchant  of  extensive  dealings,  and  from 
Gaspe  l^asin  to  the  Ristigouche.  The  force  and  extent  of  the 
feeling  ot  distrust  and  dissatisfaction  which  we  have  describ- 
ed, would  alone,  as  rt  appears  to  \is,  be  a  suificient  reason  for 
attempting  some  remedy  by  a  change  of  system.  While  we 
studiously  discouraged,  and  as  far  as  pussiisle  repressed  accu- 
satirus  or  complaints  against  the  personal  conduct,  character 
or  capacity  of  individuals  connected  with  the  administration 
of  justice,  we  found  those  grounds  of  want  of  confidence  to 
be  too  generally  prevailing  to  be  kept  out  of  sigh,  and  we  have 
not  therefore  felt  ourselves  at  liberty  to  mutilate  or  suppress 
any  part  of  the  written  communications  to  this  purpose  which 
we  have  received,  being  convinced  in  annexing  them  in 
extenso  to  our  Report,  that  no  other  effect  will  be  allowed 
to  them  by  Your  Excellency  than  is  consistent  with  justice 
and  the  public  good.''  His  jurisdiction,  from  £100  was  re- 
duced to  £50  and  Hmited  to  the  County  of  Bonaveniure,  a 
District  Judge  being  appointed  to  the  County  of  Gaspe  with 
u  like  limited  jurisdiction,  it  being  also  provided  by  the  same 
Act  that  a  Superior  Term  should  once  a  year  be  held  in  the 
District  of  Gaspe,  by  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  at  Que- 
bec, assisted  by  the  two  district  or  local  Judges,  The  system 
is  still  no  doubt  very  imperfect,  but  will  be  improved  gradual- 
ly by  the  Legislature  as  its  defects  become  apparent. — R.  C.  j 
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being    ''  notoriously    a    partial,    violent    and    corrupt 
Judge;    that   he   had   during  a   series   of  years   been 
guilty   of  flagrant   abuses    of  his    judicial  authority  ; 
that  he  has  oppressed  divers  of  the  suitors  who  hud 
applied    toj  the   said   Court   for  justice  ;    that  lie  has 
pronounced    opposite    judgments    in    cases     sitnilarly 
situated,   and   that  these  judgments  arc   ascribable  to 
his  partiality  for  his  relatives  and  friends,  and  to  his 
personal  animosities  towards  others  of  the  said  suitors. 
That  he  had  by  such  gross  violation  of  tlie  law  sub- 
jected divers  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  to   enormous 
and  various  expenses  and  injuries ;  affected  the  char- 
acter   of    the    administration    of  justice,    by    reason 
whereof  llis  jMajesty's  subjects  repose  no  contidence 
in   the  tribunal  in  which   the   said    Judge    presides," 
The    petitioner    pledged    himself     '"  to    specify    and 
prove   by   competent    testimony   a   great   number    of 
instances  of  gross  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  said 
Judge  in  his  judicial  capacity,"   and  prayed  for    an 
investigation  into   his    public  conduct   and    character. 
The  petition  was  forthwith   referred  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Grievances,  with  "an  instruction  to  it 
to  inquire  into  the  public  characar  and  conduct  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bowen." 

Mr.  BowTn  petitioned  the  House,  repelling  in  strong 
terms  the  imputations  of  his  accuser,  and  recjuesting 
that  he  should  "  be  required  forthwith  to  exhibit 
such  specific  allegations  as  may  afford  to  the  peti- 
tioner some  idea  of  the  charges  which  the  House  is 
called  upon  to  investigate,  and  tliat  thereupon  after 
such  spccificatiou  of  his  charges  shall  have  been  pro- 
duced, such  reasonable  opportunities  may  be  afforded 
to  the  petitioner,  to  be  present,  and  with  counsel,  if 
he  see  fit,  to  confront  the  witnesses  to  be  adduced, 
and  put  such  (piestions  to  them  as  the  petitioner  may 
be  advised,  to  elicit  truth,  and  for  the  preservation 
of  that  honor  and  character  of  the  petitioner  without 
which  life  is  not  worth  preserving ;  and  that  in  default 
of  the  said    Hart  presenting  such  specific    allegations 
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within  such  short  period  as  the  House  may  be  pleased 
to  assign,  his  said  petition  and  complaint  may  he  re- 
jected with  such  expressions  of  disapprobation  as 
conduct  so  unjustifiable  would  naturally  call  for  ; 
and  the  petitioner  lastly  claims  of  the  House  all  such 
relief  as  in  its  justice  and  wisdom  may  be  deemed  righ  t 
and  proper." 

It  being  moved  on  Mr.  Bowen's  petition  "  That  it 
be  an  instruction  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Grievances  to  require  the  petitioner,  Mr,  Hart,  to 
specify  and  articulate  the  various  subjects  of  com- 
plaint which  he  may  have  against  the  said  Judge, 
Edward  Bowen,  Esquire,"  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  deliberate  upon  the 
subject,  and  rose  without  reporting.  In  other  words, 
Mr.  Bowen's  request  was  refused.  The  Committee 
consequenily  proceeded  on  the  inquiry,  and  finally 
made  a  report  unfavorable  to  Mr.  Bov/en,  but  at  so 
late  a  period  of  the  Session  that  the  matter  could  not 
be  brought  to  a  close.  It  was  stated  in  the  Report, 
that  '•  the  facts  elicited  in  the  course  of  the  investiga- 
tion are  so  impo'tant;  they  have  so  much  the  im- 
press of  truth  ;  they  contain  so  much  grave  matter 
which  must  be  laid  to  the  charirc  of  the  Honorable 
Judge,  that  your  Committee  cannot  hesitate  to  re- 
cord their  opinion  thai  there  is  room  for  accusation." 
It  [consequently  was  resolved  by  the  House  that  it 
was  "  expedient  to  continue  the  inquiry  into  the 
public  character  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Justice  Bowen, 
during  the  ensuing  session  of  Parliament."  The 
posture  of  public  affair!  when  the  next  session  took 
place  was  such,  however,  as  to  prevent  proceedings 
in  any  of  the  inquiries  that  had  been  continued  over, 
and  Mr.  Bowen  consequently  escaped  all  further  per- 
quisition. 

Messrs.  Felton  and  Ougy.  the  former  Commis- 
sioners of  Crown  Lands,  and  the  latter  Sheriff  of  the 
District   of  Montreal,  and  both    members  of  the    Le- 
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gislative  Council,  were  not  so  fortunate.  In  consc-- 
quence  of  a  Ilcport  from  the  Standinfi;  Connuittee  on 
Grievances,  who  had  been  instructed  to  prosecute 
an  inquiry  (instituted  the  previous  session)  into  the 
public  character  and  conduct  of  the  Hon.  W.  B. 
Felton,  an  xVddress  was  sent  up  to  His  Excellency  as 
follows : — 

"  We,  His  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  the 
Commons  of  Lower  Canada,  in  Provincial  Parliament 
assembled,  humbly  approach  Your  Excellency  for 
the  purpose  of  representinu" :  That  after  a  full,  calm 
and  dispassionate  invest ip:at ion  of  the  charges  brought 
af^ainst  the  Honorable  William  Bowman  Felton,  in 
his  public  character  as  agent  for  the  settlement  of 
the   Townships  of  Ascot,   Eaton,  Ilatley,  Orford  and 

Stoke, and   after    having    received    and    maturely 

weighed  the  multitudinous  and  irrefragable  evidence 
adduced  in  support  of  those  charges,  the  conviction 
has  been  irresistible  forced  on  us,  that  the  said  Honor- 
able William  Bowman  Felton,  has  grossly,  dishonestly 
and  oppressively  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  His  Majesty's  government,  and  is  unfit  to  hold  any 
office  under  the  Crown. 

*'  Because  it  is  established  by  evidence  under  the 
hand  of  the  said  Honorable  William  Bowman  Felton 
himself,  explained  and  elucidated  indeed  by  other 
and  conclusive  testimony,  but  sufficient  in  itself 
alone  to  establish  all  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said 
charges, — that  the  said  William  'Bowman  Felton  has 
been  guilty  of  oppression,  peculation  and  extortion, 
by  abusing  the  powers  entrusted  to  him  in  relation 
to  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown, — that  he  falsely  and 
fraudulently  represented  himself  to  be  the  proprietor 
of  a  great  extent  of  those  lands  to  which,  he  liad  no 
manner  of  right, — that  he  falsely  and  fraudently 
denied  that  such  lands  could  be  gratuitously  granted 
to  divers  settlers  who  applied  for  and  were  entitled 
thereto  upon    the   mere    performance   of  the   settling 
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duties,  and  concealed  IVoni  them  that  it  was  liis 
boundeu  duty  to  make  such  grants, — that  lie  cor- 
ruptly and  oppressively  exacted  and  received  from 
^hc  said  settlers  ap^lyini;-  I'or  [and  entitled  to  gratui- 
tous grants,  large  sums  of  money  as  the  price  of 
land  which  he  sold  as  beloiiging  to  himself,  which 
was  in  fact  the  property  of  the  Crown,"  and  of  which 
he  was  hy  his  office  bound  *<)  procure  them  gratui- 
tous grants, — and  that  he  knowingly  and  fraudu- 
lently exacted  and  received  from  His  Majesty's 
government  a  grant  of  ten  thousand  acres  more  than 
it  was  intended  to  convey  to  him,  and  that  he  de- 
signed to  retain  the  same,  although  it  would  appear 
/  that  he  was  subsequently  con)pelled  to  make  some  kind 

of  restitutirn. 

"  We  further  submit  for  the  consideration  of  Your 
Excellency  a  copy  of  the  lleport  of  the/Special  Com- 
inittec  by  whom  the  investigation  was  conducted, 
and  of  the  evidence  taken  by  them ;  and  we  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  solicit  Your  Excellency's  atten- 
tion to  the  scrioii«  nature  of  the  charges  against  the 
said  Honorable  William  liowman  Felton,  and  the 
indubitable  evidence  by  which  they  have  been  support- 
ed and  proved. 

"  Wherefore  we  humbly  pray  that  Your  Excellency 
will  render  manifest  to  the  people  of  this  Province 
that  honesty  and  good  fiiith  are  among  the  essential 
requisites  of  fitness  for  public  office  under  His  Majes- 
ty's government,  by  forthwith  removing  the  said  Hon- 
orable AVilliam  Bowman  Felton  from  all  offices  of  honor 
or  emolument  which  he  may  hold  by  commission  dur- 
ing pleasure. 

To  this  he  answered, — "  I  am  sensible  of  the  se- 
riousness of  the  charges  which  accompany  this  Ad- 
dress, and  of  the  weight  of  the  evidence  r.dduced  in 
support  of  them.  But  until  the  party  accused  shall 
have  offered  his  defence,  which  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  furnish  without  delay,  the  ume  is  not  arrived 
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when  a  conclusion  can,  with  propriety,  be  adopted  by 
tlie  government. 

"  Some  of  the  accusations  appear  to  me  to  contain 
allegations  of  fraud  re(j[uirin^•  the  decision  of  a  Court 
of  Justice,  and  I  shall  take  the  opinion  of  my  responsi- 
ble legal  advisers  on  the  subject.  Upon  obtaining  their 
Report,  and  as  soon  as  the  rec^uired  explanation  from 
the  accused  shall  be  received,  I  will  not  fail  to  take  the 
best  means  in  my  power  for  obtaining  a  just  and  speedy 
termination  of  the  case." 

Mr.  Fclton  was  finally  removed  from  his  office  on  the 
strength  of  the  above. 

Mr.  Gugy  was  accused  principally  of  giving  "  false 
evidence  in  his  examination  before  the  Special  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  concerning  the  fees  and 
emoluments  received  by  the  Sheriffs,  Prothouotaries 
and  criers  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  Courts  of 
King's  Bench  of  this  Province,  in  virtue  of  their  re- 
spective offices,"  the  Assembly  declaring  that  in  so 
doing  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanour 
and  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House.*     Tlie 

•  '*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  by  such 
false  evidence,  the  said  Lewis  Gugy  intended  deliberately 
and  corruptly  to  conceal  from  the  knowledge  of  this  House, 
the  enormous  and  disproportionate  amount  of  the  fees  and 
emoluments  which  he  receives  as  Sheriff  of  the  District  of 
Montreal,  and,  thereby  to  prevent  this  House  and  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  from  applying  an  effective  remedy  to  the 
great  abuses  and  grievances  aforesaid,  under  which  His  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  subjects  are  suffering. 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  Province  has  already  exerted  itself  to  Improve 
the  Physical  and  moral  condition  of  the  accused  persons  and 
those  under  sentence  in  the  Gaols  of  this  Province,  and  that 
until  its  efforts  and  labours  can  be  followed  by  immediate 
effect,  it  is  expedient  to  remedy  the  abuses  which  may  exist 
in  the  keeping  and  management  of  the  Common  Gaols  in  the 
several  districts  of  this  Province. 

''  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  by  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  country,  as  well  as  by  the  Act  passed  in  the 
forty-fifih  year  of  George  the  Third,  chapter  thirteen,  the 
Common  Gaols  in  and  for  the  several  districts  of  this  Pro- 
vince, are  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Sheriffs  in  their  respec- 
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tive  districts  ;  and  that  by  virtue  of  the  said  laws  it  is  the 
especial  duty  of  Lewis  Gugy,  Eiquire,  Sheriff  of  the  District  of 
Montreal,  to  keep  and  superintend  the  Common  Gaol  of  the 
district  of  Montreal,  and  to  see  that  it  is  healthy  and  secure. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  Offi- 
cers to  whom  the  keeping,  security  and  healthiness  of  the  said 
Gaol  were  entrusted,  had  at  their  disposal  on  the  9th  Decem- 
ber, 1835,  the  means  of  furnishing  to  the  prisoners  therein 
confined,  the  usual  and  sufficient  allowance  of  provisions  and 
fuel  to  maintain  and  preserve  the  lives  of  the  said  prisoners. 

* '  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  death  of 
the  prisoncr,John  Collins  ,whicb  happened  in  the  said  common 
Gaol  of  the  district  o^  Montreal,  in  the  night  between  the  9th 
and  10th  of  Decembei.*,  1835,  is  to  be  attributed  chiefly  and  in 
great  measure,  to  ttie  culpable  negligence  of  the  subordinate 
Officers  who  had  the  care  and  keeping  of  the  said  Gaol,  and 
whose  duty  it  was  to  watch  over  the  health  of  those  whom  it 
contained,  and  that  the  Sheriff  of  the  district  of  Montreal  was 
bound  ta  superintend  the  said  Officers,  and  iz  responsible  for 
their  conduct,  and  has  been  guilty  of  violating  his  duty  in  not 
superintending  them  with  sufficient  care,  and  in  neglecting  to 
see  that  the  said  Gaol  was  kept  in  proper  order,  and  the 
health  of  the  prisoners  properly  attended  to. 

•*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  by  his  an- 
swers before  the  Special  Committee  directed  to  enquire  into 
the  circumstances  which  preceded  and  accompanied  the  death 
of  the  said  John  Collins,  and  the  state  of  the  said  Gaol,  the 
said  Lewis  Gugy  has  shewn  himself  ignorant  of  the  state, 
l.eeping  and  macngcmcnt  of  the  Gaol  under  his  charge  ;  that 
the  said  Lewis  Gugy  has  permitted  the  existence  of  serious 
abuses  and  vicious  regulations  in  the  said  Gaol  so  under  his 
care,  and  has  not  taken  any  means  to  remedy  them  ;  and  he 
has  permitted  and  authorized  the  continuance  in  office,  as 
Turnkeys,  of  the  two  sons  of  the  Gaoler,  notwithstanding  their 
bad  conduct  and  immoral  character,  with  which  circum- 
stances the  said  Lewis  Gugy  was  acquainted. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  said 
Lewis  Gugy  is  therefore  unworthy  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  in  this  Province,  or  to  hold  any 
place  of  honor  or  of  profit  therein. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  oi  this  Committee,  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief 
praying  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  exercise  the  powers  with 
which  his  Commission  invests  him,  by  removing  the  said  Lewis 
Gugy  from  the  office  of  Sheriff'  of  the  district  of  Montreal,  and 
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and  adopt  such  measures  as  the  cose  miglit  require. 
This  gentleman  also  was  socii  after  removed  from  his 
ofl&ce.*  There  were  addresses  a<!;ainst  other  officials, 
But  of  minor  rank,  including  Mr.  Whitcher,  Sheriff 
of  the  District  of  St.  Francis;  J.  M.  IMondelet,  Coro- 
ner at  Montreal ;  D.  Chisholme,  Clerk  ol'  the  Peace 
at  Three  Rivers  ;*  Edward  Holland,  the  Gaoler  at 
Montreal,  and  Daniel  Arnoldi,  physician  of  the  gaol 
thereof;  some  of  whom  also  were  dismissed.     Some 
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that  he  will  not  hereafte! 
profit  in  thia  Province.'' 

The  Quebec  Mercury  makes  the  following  ironical  remaiks, 
on  the  accusation  of  Mr.  Gsgy  by  the  Assembly  :— 

"  Is  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council,  Summoned  the 
Grand  Jury  which  found  no  Bill  against  the  Military  accused 
lor  the  21st  of  May  affair.  A  gentleman  by  birth  and  education 
was  not  well  acquainted  with  his  j)ecuniary  concerns  ;  ad- 
vanced £2000  to  support  the  prisoners,  &c.,  while  the  Assem- 
bly had  made  no  provision ;  therefore  guilty  of  the  sufferings 
which  are  supposed  to  have  occasioned  the  death  of  the  priso- 
ner. Has  a  very  profitable  place,  arising  from  fees,  which  the 
Assembly  has  again  sanctioned  by  Bill  this  session.  It  would 
no  doubt  suit  a  patriot. 

*  Mr.  firugy  was  of  a  patrician  family  in  Switzerland,  and 
served  when  a  youth  in  the  famous  Swiss  Guards  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  King  of  France,  the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI,  and 
narrowly  escaped  the  memorable  massacre  of  those  guards  in 
defence  of  the  King.  He  immigrated  shortly  after  the  French 
revolution  to  Canada,  where  he  inherited,  or  rather  came  by 
wijl,  to  a  very  considerable  property  including  the  valuable 
Seigniory  of  Yamachihe,  and  other  estates,  in  the  District  of 
Three  Rivers,  bequeathed  to  him  by  an  uncle,  the  Hi  n.  Conrad 
Gugy,  who  had  been  an  officer  of  the  GOth  Regiment, and  serv- 
ed under  Wolfe,  during  the  siege  of  Quebec,  in  1*759,  and 
who  shortly  after  this,  left  the  army  and  settled  in  Canada, 
where  he  finally  became  a  member  of  the  Executive  and  Legis- 
lative Councils.  His  nephew,  the  gentleman  here  spoken  of, 
served  for  many  years  in  the  resfonsible  office  of  Sheriff  in 
the  District  of  Three  Rivers,  and  was  in  reward  of  his  diligence 
and  punctuality  in  the  duties  of  this  office,  promoted  to  the 
more  lucrative  shrievalty  of  Montreal.  He  conimanded  during 
the  late  war  with  the  United  States,  oneoftlie  Battnlions 
(the  third)  of  the  incorporated  militia  of  Lov/er  Canada,  ac- 
tively serving  on  the  frontiers,  nnd  in  that,  as  in  other  capa- 
cities in  which,  through  a  long  life,  he  acted,  was  deemed  an 
efficient  and  zealous,  public  servant.     Age,  aggrevatf d  by  do- 
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of  these  ])rocociliiigs  may  very  probably  have  origi- 
nated in  private  and  vindictive  motives  from  party  or 
other  causcti,  but  tlicre  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  prevalence  of  abuses  as  well  by  certain  of  the  Judges 
as  others  in  office,  loudly  called  for  investigation. 

The  Standing  Connnittee  of  Gii'ievances  laboured 
unremittingly,  as  may  bo  supposed  from  the  number 
(thirteen  in  all)  and  extent  of  their  Keports  embrac- 
ing every  topic  of  grievance  that  could  well  be  ima- 
gined. The  fourth  of  these  voluminous  papers  is  pro- 
bably the  most  interesting.  It  was  made  pursuant  to  an 
"  instruction  from  the  House  "  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
"  ceedings  adopted  by  either  House  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
"  liament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  relative  to  the 
"  petitions  addressed  by  this  House,  and  the  people  of 
"  this  colony,  to  U?s  Majesty  and  the  said  Parliament  in 
"  the  ver.r  1834  on  the  state  of  the  Province."  This 
document,  to  which  there  was  an  appendix  of  volumin- 
ous correspondence  and  papere,  including  the  proceedings 
before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1834 
on  Canadian  affairs,  concluded  as  follows : — 

"  A  system  of  misrepresentation  and  premeditated  de- 
ception, which  your  Committee  have  just  exposed,  unin- 
terruptedly continued  for  five  years,  could  not  fail  to 
embroil  your  Honorable  House  with  His  Majesty's  min- 
isters ;  ty  shake  the  coufidenne  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  tha  justice  of  His  Majesty's  Government;  and 
to  plunge  this  Province  in  confusion  from  one  extremity 
to  the  other. 

"  To  be  relieved  from  the  misgovernment  and  oppres- 
sion which  proceeded  from  such  a  state  of  things,  your 
Honorable  House  and  the  people  of  this  Province  ap- 

mestic  crosses  had,  it  seems,  impaired  to  mental  alienation* 
his  faculties,  and  occasioned  the  errors,  at  which  the  Assem- 
bly took  oflFence,  and  visited  him  with  their  displeasure,  which 
he  did  not  long  survive.  Personally  acquainted,  for  a  long 
period,  thirty  years  at  least,  with  the  late  Colonel  Gugy,  it  is 
due  to  his  memory,  to  express  ray  conviction, humble  though  it 
be,  that  he  would  have  scorued,  in  the  full  possession  of  his 
intellects,  to  shield  himself  at  the  expense  of  truth  or  honor, 
from  any  liability  however  grave,  or  I  new  him  not.        R.  C. 
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pealed  onco  more  to  the  Imi>orial  Parliament.  The  Re- 
port, evidence  and  documents  hereunto  annexed,  are  the 
fruit  of  that  appeal. 

"  From  a  careful  examination  of  tliose  despatches  and 
documents,  and  a  faithful  comparison  thereof  with  the 
various  messages  and  other  conmiunications  made  by 
the  late  Governor  in  Chief  to  your  Honorable  House  in 
His  Majesty's  name,  your  Committee  arc  of  opinion  : 

"That  Matthew  Whitworth,  Lord  Aylmer,  late  Gover- 
nor in  Chief  of  this  Province,  has  «!,TOssly  abused  the  au- 
thority and  trust  reposed  in  him  by  the  King,  his  mas- 
ter, and  been  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

"  That  he  has  been  in  the  constant  practice  of 
mutilating  and  curtailing  various  despatches  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  the  King's  ministers,  before  com- 
municating the  same  to  your  Honorable  House, 
thereby^  wilfully  misrepresenting  and  perverting  the 
views  of  the  King's  Government. 

"  That  he  has  flagrantly  and  repeatedly  disobeyed 
the  King's  instructions. 

"  That  he  was  frequently,  to  the  injury  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  Province,  refused  to  communicate,  or 
falsely  denied  that  he  had  information  with  which 
your  Honorable  House,  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
public  service,  requested  to  be  furnished. 

"  That  he  has   wilfully    and   maliciously  deceived 
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as   to    the    views,  opinions, 


and  wishes  of  your  Honorable  House,  representing 
His  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province. 

*'  That  he  has  attempted  at  sundry  times,  to  des- 
troy the  constitutional  and  inherent  priviledges  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  Province. 

"  That  he  has,  by  wicked  and  evil  counsel,  attenjpted 
to  mislead,  and  actually  did  mislead,  the  servants  of  the 
Crown  on  matters  touching  the  welfare  of  this  Province, 
and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  good  people  thereof, 
thereby  endangering  the  safety  and  connexion  of  this 
colony  as  a  dependency  of  the  British  Crown. 

"  The  wholv'  nevertheless  humbly  submitted." 
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An  Address  was  voted  to  His  Excellency  prayin;^ 
he  would  be  pleased  to  transmit  the  fourth  Report  of 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Grievances,  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  England,  with  which  he  com- 
plied. 

Besides  the  Standing  Committee  on  Grievances, 
there  were  other  Committees,  as  may  have  been  ga- 
thered by  the  reader  from  what  has  preccf^ed,  oc- 
cupied in  the  research  and  investigation  of  public 
abuses.  A  Special  Committee  had  been  appointed 
"  to  inquire  concerning  the  officers  of  the  Executive 
Government,  their  number  and  functions,  and  the 
salaries,  fees  and  emoluments  received  by  each  of 
them ;  and  whether  there  is  any  improper  accumu- 
lation of  public  officers  in  any  one  person,  other  than 
those  provided  for  by  the  Bill  for  securing  the  dig- 
nity and  independence  of  the  Councils  and  judiciary, 
passed  in  a  former  session  of  the  Provincial  Parlia- 
ment ;*  and  also  whether  any  reduction  can  be  made 
in,  or  any  recnlation  established  with  regard  to  the 
said  salaries,  fees  and  emoluments,  or  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  public  business,  by  which  the  public 
good  can  be  advanced."  Upon  the  first  Ileport  of  this 
Committee,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  by  the 
House : 

"  That  the  cumulation  of  the  offices  of  Execu- 
tive Councillor  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
of  Law  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council,  of  Auditor 
of  Land  Patents,  and  of  Conmiissioner  of  the  Court 
of  Escheats,  in  the  same  person,  is  contrary  to  the 
public  good  and  incompatible  with  the  due  and 
efficient  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  said  offices  ; 
that  neither  of  the  offices  of  Law  Clerk  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  or  of  Commissioner  of  the  Court  of 
Escheats,  ought  to  be  held  by  an  Executive  Councillor ; 
and  that  both  of  them  ought  not  to  be  held  by  one  and 
the  same  person. t 

•  Which  however  had  beea  lost, 
t  lion.  A.  W.  Cochrau. 
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"  That  the  cumulation  of  tlie  officers  of  Grand 
Voycr  of  the  District  of  Quebec,  and  of  Provincial 
Aid-dc-Camp,  in  the  same  person,  is  contrary  to  the 
public  good,  and  incompatible  with  the  due  and  effici- 
ent performance  of  the  duties  of  the  said  offices ;  and 
that  each  of  the  said  offices  ought  to  be  hold  by  a  separ- 
ate person.* 

"  That  the  cumulation  of  the  offices  of  Assistant 
Civil  Secretary,  and  of  Assistant  in  the  Crown  Land 
Office,  ia  the  same  person,  is  contrary  to  the  public 
good,  and  incompatible  with  the  due  and  efficient 
performance  of  the  duties  of  the  said  offices ;  and  that 
each  of  the  said  offices  ought  to  be  held  by  a  scperate 
person,  f 

"  That  the  cumulation  of  the  offices  of  Executive 
Councillor,  being  a  Member  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
of  Commissioner  of  the  Jesuit's  Estates,  and  of  Mas- 
ter of  the  Trinity  House  at  Quebec,  in  the  same  per- 
son, is  contrary  to  the  public  good,  and  incompatible 
with  the  due  and  efficient  performance  of  the  duties  of 
the  said  offices ;  and  that  each  of  the  said  offices  ought 
to  be  held  by  a  separate  person.  J 

"  That  the  cumulation  of  the  offices  of  Coroner  of 
the  District  of  Three  Rivers,  and  of  Clerk  of  the 
Pence  for  the  same  District,  in  the  same  person,  is 
contrary  to  the  public  good,  and  incompatible  with 
the  due  and  efficient  perfbnnance  of  the  duties  of  the 
said  offices ;  and  that  each  of  the  said  offices  ought  to 
be  held  by  a  separate  person. § 

''  That  the  cumulation  of  the  offices  of  Executive 
Councillor,  being  a  Judfj,c  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  of  Grand  Voyer  for  the  District  of  Three  Rivers, 
in  the  same  person,  is  contrary  to  the  public  good, 
and  incompatible  with  the  duo  and  efficient  perform- 

•  E.  R.  Antrobus,  Esquire. 

t  J.  Davidson,  Ebquire. 

i  Hon.  John  Stewart.  -  ' 
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ancc  of  the  duties  of  the  said  offices ;  and  tliat  each 
of  the  said  offices  ought  to  be  held  by  a  sepirato 
perHon.* 

"  That  an  luiinble  Address  be  presonted  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief,  accompanied  by 
a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolutions,  and  of  the  Report 
of  a  Special  Committee  of  the  House,  on  which  tliey 
are  founded ;  humbly  praying  His  Excellency  to  be 
plcaped  to  give  eflect  to  the  opinions  therein  ex- 
pressed, and  to  remove  a  grievance  long  and  ear- 
nestly complained  of  by  all  classes  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects  in  this  Province,  by  causing  each  of  the 
persons  in  whom  the  cumulation  of  offices  mentioned 
in  the  said  resolutions  and  Report  exists,  to  make  his 
election  of  one  of  the  offices  he  may  so  hold,  and 
removing  him  from  the  rest ;  and  also  by  conferring 
the  offices  thereby  rendered  vacant  on  separac  per- 
sons, so  as  to  ensure  the  due  and  efficient  performance 
of  the  duties  thereof. 

To  the  Addre&s  of  the  Assembly  he  answered, — 
"  I  will  not  fail  to  carry  into  execution  the  direc- 
tions of  His  Majesty,  as  announced  in  my  Speech  at 
the  opening  of  the  Session,  with  reference  to  persons 
holding  incompatible  or  incongruous  appointments. 
And  I  further  request  you  to  assure  the  Hou,.o,  that 
in  nominating  to  vacant  offices  I  shall  not  lose  sight  of 
their  wishes,  which  are  in  strict  accordance  with  my 
own  views  on  the  subject." 

Another  Committee  had  been  named  ''  to  inquire 
into  the  present  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, with  the  view  to  the  application  of  an  efficient 
remedy  to  the  defects  in  its  organisation  and  man- 
agement." Upon  a  Report  of  this  Committee,  it 
was  resolved,  "  that  an  humble  Address  bo  presented 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief,  praying 
His  Excellency  to  direct  the  proper  officer  to  adopt 
legal    measures    to    oblige    Thomas    Allen    Stayner, 

•  Hon.  H.  Heney, 
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EHijulrc,  Deputy  Post  Master  General,  to  rclmlurflc  a 
certain  sum  of  nine  thousand  live  hundred  and  fifty 
l)ouiids  five  shillin;j;s  and  two  ponce  currency,  which  tlic 
said  Tlionia.s  Allen  Stayner  has  received  since  liis  ap- 
p<^»intnient  to  his  present  office,  for  the  transniissiou  of 
Newspapers  and  other  printc<l  l'a})crs  and  Pamphlets  by 
mail ;  and  which  sum  the  said  Thomas  Allen  Stayuer, 
without  authority  ef  law,  appropriated  to  his  own  pri- 
vate use  and  benefit.* 

♦"  Sufficient  data  have,  however,  bcou  obtained  to  convince 
them  that  the  Post  Oilicc  Dejuirtmont  in  the  Canadas  has  been 
a  source  of  revenue  to  Great  Britain,  large  sums  having  been 
unnualy  i  emitted  by  the  Deputy  Post  Master  (Jeneral  to  the 
General  Post  Office,  London.  For  the  thirteen  years  ending 
in  1834  inclusive,  the  enormous  sum  of  £91,085  f^B.  9d..  ster- 
ling, has  been  transmitted  to  England  by  the  Post  oftice  of 
this  Province  ;  the  average  remittance  of  the  last  four  years 
being  £10,041  133.  4d. ,  sterling,  per  annum. 

"  The  Deputy  POst  Master  General  woult*  pretend  that  the 
large  sums  of  the  public  revenue,which  he  thus  disposes  of  to 
bis  own  personal  advantage,  are  a  quantum  moruii  which  he 
receives  from  the  printers  for  certain  services  which  he  renders 
them.  But  Your  Committee  would  respectfully  submit,  that 
this  reasoning  Is  perfectly  fallacious,since  it  is  not  the  Deputy 
Post  Master  Geneial  but  the  Province  which  defrays  the  ex- 
pense of  transporting  and  carrying  the  ssid  newspapers,  and 
of  receiving  and  delivering  them  at  the  Post  Oflices.  The 
monies  paid  to  contractors  for  carrving  the  mails,  and  the 
salaries  and  remuneration  of  the  respective  Postmasters,  and 
their  Assistants  and  Clerks,  are,  with  the  exception  of  a  cer- 
tain per  centage  on  the  amount  of  newspaper  postage  collect- 
ed, paid  for  tiie  gross  receipts  from  letter  postage. 

*♦  The  Depty  Post  Master  General  contributes  none  of  the 
expenses  for  the  transport  of  the  Mails,  nor  of  the  salaries  to 
the  Post  Masters  or  their  Assistants.  The  public  revenue  is 
therefore  taxed  for  his  private  advantage  ;  a  fact  which  is  es- 
tablished beyond  a  doubt  by  the  evidence  of  the  contractor 
who  forwards  the  Mails  between  Quebec  and  Montreal,  who 
admits  that  the  Province  is  charged  an  extra  sum  of  £200  a 
year,  for  the  transport  of  newspapers  on  this  route  alone. 

"  The  amount  which  the  Deputy  Postmaster  General  ac- 
knowledges to  have  received  from  this  source  for  thOjlaat  three 
years,  was  as  follows  : — 

1832.  1833.  1834. 
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The  obsciTations  below  appeared  in  the  Report  upon 
which  the  Address  was  voted. 

The  messengers  presenting  the  Address  received  the 
answer  following  : — "  Gentlemen,— I  have  taken  into  my 
serious  consideration  this  Address,  which  prays  that  I 
would  direct  the  adoption  of  legal  measures  to  oblige 
Mr.  Stayncr,  Deputy  Post  Master  General,  to  roimburse 
the  sum  of  nine  thousand  five  huudred  and  gfty  pounds 
five  shillings  and  two  pence,  which,since  his  appointment 
he  has  received,  and  without  legal  authority  appropriat- 
ed to  his  own  use  for  transmission  of  Newspapers  and 
other  Printed  Papers  and  Pamphlets  by  Mail ;  and  I 
find  from  such  information  as  I  have  been  enabled  to 
collect,  that  the  Deputy  Post  Master  General  receives  his 
Commission  not  from  any  local  authority,  but,  under  an 
Imperial  Act,  from  the  Post  Master  General  in  the 
United  Kingdom, — and  that  the  net  revenue  derived  by 
means  of  the  Provincial  Post  Office  is  transmitted  to, 
and  forms  part  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Parent  State.  I 
also  find  that  the  proprietors  of  Newspapers  are  not  ob- 
liged by  any  legal  provision,  as  in  the  case  of  Letters, 
to  u  e  the  Post  Office  as  a  mode  of  conveyance  for  the 
circulation  of  their  Papers;  but  lam  advised  that  un- 
der the    Imperial   Act  which  establishes  the   rates  of 

. J, 

"  Under  all  these  circumstances  Your  Committee  conside 
that  the  Deputy  Postmaster  General  had  no  right  to  appro- 
priate to  his  own  private  advantage  the  sums  received  for 
the  tranmission  of  newspapers  and  other  printed  papers  by 
mail  in  these  Provinces,  and  respectfully  suggest  that  means 
be  taken  to  oblige  that  officer  to  reimburse  the  said  sum  of 
£9550  53.  2d.  currency,  which  he  has  exacted  and  appropriat- 
ed to  his  own  use :  the  said  sum,  when  recovered,  to  bo  divi- 
ded in  a  proper  proportion  between  Upper  and  Lower  Cana- 
da ,  Uiai  he  be  obliged  for  the  future  to  abstain  from  such 
pracuces;  and  to  pay  into  the  general  fund  the  net  sum 
which  shall  be  received  from  ne^'spapsr  printers,  and  lor  the 
transmission  of  newspapers  per  post,  after  deducting  the 
Postmaster's  per  centage,  which  general  fund  ought  to  be 
expended,  atter  the  ^necessary  expenses  are  paid,  in  extend- 
ing Post  Office,  accommodation  ia  these  Provinces,  instead  of 
being  remitted  to  England,  as  is  now  the  case." 
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Postage,  if  News  and  other  printed  Papers  are  sent 
by  Mail,  the  Post  Master  might  legally  demand  on 
them  the  same  rate  of  Postage  as  on  Letters.  This, 
however,  from  liberal  views  towards  the  public,  has 
not  been  the  practice ;  but  tlie  Deputy  Post  Masters 
General  of  British  North  America  have,  from  the 
earliest  period,  been  allowed,  as  a  privilege  and  per- 
quisite attached  to  the  Office,  to  make,  for  their  own 
benefit,  such  arrangements  with  the  different  News- 
paper proprietors  as  thc}'^  could  mutually  agree  upon 
with  respect  to  the  charge  for  transmitting  Newspapers 
through  the  Post  Office. 

Under  these  arraiigements  the  charge,  I  under- 
stand, is  quite  trifling  compared  to  what  might 
legally  be  demanded  for  the  benefit  of  the  Imperial 
Revenue ;  and  as  the  privilege  has  recently  been  ex- 
presslyrecognized  and  sanctioned  by  His  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Richmond,  while  Post  Master  General,  upon  a  com- 
plaint formally  made  to  him  on  the  subject  by  a  pro- 
prietor pf  one  of  the  Provincial  Newspapers,  I  feel  that 
I  could  not  with  propriety  comply  with  the  prayer  of 
this  Address.  I  will,  however,  communicate  with  His 
Majesty's  Government,  and  suggest  the  expediency  of 
their  taking  into  early  consideration  the  existing  ar- 
rangements on  this  head."*  ' 

*  The  view  here  taken  ot  the  subject  by  the  Governor  seems 
by  no  meand  sound.  Although  the  Deputy  Post  Master  Gen- 
eral did  not  hold  his  Commission  from  any  local  authority, 
but  under  an  Imperial  Act,  and  from  the  Post  Master  Gener- 
al of  the  United  Kingdom,  still  the  monies  he  was  receiving 
under  the  Act  were  levied  upon  the  people  of  Canada.  He 
was  in  the  receipt  of  a  large  salary,  paid  out  of  those  monies, 
for  the  duties  performed  by  him,  and  although  the  publishers 
or  proprietors  of  Newspapers  wcro  not  obliged  by  nny  legal 
provisions,  as  in  the  c;ve  of  Letters,  to  use  the  Post  office  as 
a  conveyau'-e  for  the  circulation  of  their  Papers,  this  really 
could  be  no  just  reason,  while  they  thought  proper  to  do  so, 
as  the  quickest  and  cheapset  mode  they  could  adopt  for  the 
circulation  of  theirPapers,for  allowing  the  DcputyPost  Master 
General  to  make  this  a  privilege  >:nd  a  perqusite  appertaining 
to  his  office,  and  to  permit  him  to  make,  for  his  own  benefit, 
such  arrangements  with  the  different  Newspaper  proprietors 
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This  inquiry  int*)  the  condition  of  the  Post  Office 
was,  as  recommended  by  the  Committee,  to  h  ive  been  re- 
sumed at  the  next  session,  "  with  a  view  to  the  applica- 
tion of  an  efficient  remedy  to  the  defects  in  its  orguniza- 
tion  and  management." 

The  defalcation  of  the  late  Receiver  General,  Mr. 
Caldwell,  had  hitherto  remained  unsettled,  that  gentle- 
man still  retaining  the  possession  of  extensive  property 
belonging  to  him,  which  if  disposed  of  at  its  proper  value 
might,  it  was  supposed,  suffice  to  discharge  the  judgment 
against  him  in  favour  of  the  government.  A  Commit- 
•  tee  was  appointed  "  to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of 
the  affairs  relating  to  the  defalcations  of  the  late  Recei- 
ver General,  John  Caldwell,  with  an  instruction  to  con- 
sider what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  by  this  House, 
in  order  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  Province."  The 
Seigniory  of  Lauzon,  belonging  to  Mr.  Caldwell,  it  is  to 
be  observed,  was  at  this  time  under  publication  for  sale 
by  the  Sheriff,  at  suit  of  the  Crown  in  satisfaction  of 
the  jugdment  it  held  against  him.  The  Committee 
reported  as  their  opinion,  "  that  a  sale  of  the  kind 
could  not  be  otherwise  than  prejudicial  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Province,  on  account  of  the  small  number 
of  capitalists  who  could  or  would  invest  in  the  said 
property  a  sufficient  sum   of  money   to  pay  anything 

as  they  could  mutually  agree  upoD,"  while  the  public  mails  of 
which  these  Papers  made  part,  were  conveyed  at  the  public  ex* 
pense.  Whatever  the  '  practice"  may  have  been  ''from  the 
earliest  period,"  there  was  far  less  of  liberal  views  towards 
the  public  than  towards  the  officer  receiving  a  fixed  salary  of 
j£500  sterling,  a  year,  and  whose  post,  every  thing  considered, 
was  &r  more  profitable,  by  means  of  that  practice,  than  that 
even  of  the  Governor  in  Chief.  The  above,  it  ought,  however, 
to  be  observed,  is  not  intended  as  derogatory  in  the  least  to 
Mr.  Stayner,  who,  although  deemed  tp  be  for  many  years  an 
overpaid,  is  also  universally  acknowledged  to  have  been  a 
zealous,  indefatigable,  and  most  efficient  public  functionaryi 
under  whose  ab'e  supervision  the  postal  communications  dur- 
ing the  period  of  his  services,  (upwards  of  twenty-five  years), 
were  remarkably  facilitated  and  increased,  so  as  to  keep  pace 
with  the  commercial  and  other  developments  in  the  progress 
and  improvement  of  the  country. 
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near  the  amount  duo  to  the  Province  by  the  said 
John  Caldwell,  Esquire."  "  It  is  with  the  greatest 
regret,"  they  observed,  ''  that  your  Committee  per- 
ceive the  innumerable  difficulf  cs  wliich  must  arise  in 
a  questicn  of  that  importance,  and  which  might  be 
removed  if  the  House  were  disposed  to  listen  favor- 
ably to  certain  proposals  made  to  the  Committee  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Caldwell."  They  stated  thi^t  he  was 
disposed  to  give  up,  and  even  requested  the  House 
to  accept  in  payment  of  the  balance  due  from  him 
to  the  Province,  the  Seigniory  of  Lauzon,  which  he 
was  ready  to  make  over,  provided  a  full  di,  charge 
were  gis^en  him,  and  tie  Committee  gave  it  as  their 
opinion,  "  that  for  the  sake  of  cutting  short  a  great 
number  of  litigious  difficulties,  and  of  avoiding  the 
enormous  expenses  which  always  attend  a  SheriflF's 
sale,  and  the  great  sacrifice  which  such  a  sale  would 
cost  the  Province,  it  would  be  expedient  to  liaten  favora- 
bly to  the  proposals  made  by  the  said  John  Caldwell, 
Esquire." 

The  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  having  taken 
the  matter  into  consideration,  passed  the  following  re- 
solutions : — 

''Resolved,  that  it  would  be  advantageous  for  the 
Province  to  acquire  the  property  of  the  Seigniory  of 
Lauzon,  when  the  same  is  sold  by  the  Sheriff,  in  case  no 
biddings  should  be  offered  to  an  amount  approaching  its 
real  value. 

"  Resolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to  appom^  one  or 
more  Commissioners  to  become  the  purchasers  of  the 
said  Seigniory  of  Lauzon,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Province,  at  such  sale,  which  Commissioners  shall 
use  their  discretion  with  respect  to  the  amount  of 
the  bidding,  and  shall  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
said  Seigniory  until  the  Session  of  the  Parliament 
next  immediately  after  the  purchase,  by  causing 
figurative  plans  to  be  made  of  the  different  subdivi- 
sions which  might   be  made  for  tlie  purpose  of  effect- 
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ing  a  sale  of  the  said  Seigniory  in  different  portions, 
if  it  should  be  deemed  necessary  to  sell  the  same,  and 
shall  rejwrt  to  this  House  within  the  first  fifteen  days 
of  the  aforesaid  Session. 

^'  Resolved,  that  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor, or  person  administering  the  Government  of  thi>3 
Province,  be  authorized  to  issue  his  "Warrant  for  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  currency, 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  unappropriated  monies  of  this 
Province,  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  occasioned  by 
the  said  purchase,  and  the  making  of  the  said  Plans. 

"  Resolved,  that  if  the  said  Seigniory  should  be  pur- 
chased by  the  said  Commissioners,  the  Sherift'  of  the 
District  of  Quebec  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  Com- 
mission or  poundage  on  the  price  for  which  the  same 
shall  be  sold." 

A  Bill  in  conformity  with  these  was  introduced 
and  passed,  intituled,  "  A  Bill  for  the  appointment 
of  Commissioners  to  bid  at  the  sale  of  the  Jseiguioiy 
of  Lauzon,  by  the  Sheriff,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,"  but  which  was  lost  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  The  sale  of  Lauzon  did  not  take  place, 
however,  at  the  time  then  published,  nor  until  several 
years  after,  when,  as  already  mentioned,  it  was  purchas- 
ed by  the  government,  ;i^\d  is  at  the  present  time  public 
property. 

The  consideration  of  the  Canada  Tonures  Act, 
passed  by  the  Imperial  Parliament,  was  again  re- 
sumed this  session,  and  resolutions  being  passed, 
pointing  out  some  of  the  inconveniences  and  injustice 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  resulting  from  it, 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  public  inJ^^eigniorial 
lands   in   Lower  Canada,-^  a  Bill  was  introduced   by 

•  "  Resolved,  That  by  the  laws  of  Canada,  guaranteed  to  the 
inhftbitants  of  this  Province  by  the  Capitulations  of  1760,  the 
Act  of  the  liritish  Parliament  of  the  14th  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  83,  and 
the  Constitutional  Act  of  the  3lst  Geo.  III.,  cap.  31,  they  had 
a  right  to  grants  of  sufficient  portions  of  wild  lands  held  from 


227 


7.^3 


Mr .  Morin,  '''  to  repeal  so  mucli  of  the  two  certain  Acts 
tlierein  mentioned,  made  and  passed  in  the  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as 
authorizes  the  commutation  of  the  tenure  of  lands  held 
a  titrc  de  fif'/ and  <i  titre  de  cons  in  this  Province,  into 
the  teuure  of  free  and  common  socca<!;e."  The  Bill  pass- 
ed, and  was  sent  to  the  Legislative  Council,  where  it  was  ■' 
rejected.  But  a  Bill  still  more  extraordinary  was  also 
about  the  same  time  (near  the  end  of  the  session)  intro- 
duced. It  was  resolved,  ou  the  29th  February,  that  the 
House  would,  on  the  morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  "  to  consider  whether  it  be  er 
pedient  to  amend  u  certain  Act  passed  in  the  Parliament 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  thirty-first  year 
of  the  Reign  of  His  late  Majesty  George  the  Third, 
chap.  31,  commonly  called  the  '•  Constitutional  Act," 
by  repealin:^  certain  parts  of  the  provisions  thereof 
which  relate  to  the  constitution  and  formation  of  the 
Legislative  Council  oi  this  Province,  and  by  substi- 
tuting other  provisions  in  the  place  thereof,  with  the 
view  of  better  ensuring  the  efficiency  of   the  Provin- 

the  Cvown  a  tUre dejief,  subject  io  the  customary  dues,  '^n  con- 
dition of  cultivation  and  residence. 

"Resolved,  That  the  commntation  of  these  lands  into  the 
tenure  of  free  and  common  soccage  under  theAct  passed  in  the 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  the  sixth  year  of  the 
Reign  of  His  late  Majesty  George  the  Fourth,  cap.  59,  deprives 
them  of  this  right,  and  vests  the  said  lands  in  the  h^eignior  to 
dispose  of  them  on  such  tevms  and  conditions  as  he  thmks  fit, 
at  the  same  time  subjecting  those  who  may  settle  thereon  to 
laws  with  which  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince are  unacquainted,  utterly  unsuitable  to  their  circumstan- 
ces and  repugnant  to  their  feelings  and  usages. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  provisions  of  the  said  law  for  the  said 
commutation,  are  unjust  and  contrary|to  the  established  rights 
of  the  inhabitanis  of  the  Provioce,  to  the  extension  of  settle- 
ment, and  to  the  general  prosperity. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
Acts  passed  in  the  Parliaraeni  of  the  United  KiHgdoni  of  the 
3rd  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  119,  and  GthGeo.lV,,  oaj).  59,  as  provides 
for  the  commutation  of  lands  held  ce  litre  de  fief  And  a  litre  de 
cens  in  this  Province,  to  be  held  in  free  and  common  soccage 
subject  to  the  laws  of  England." 
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cial  government  to  provide  for  the  peace,  welfare  aad 
good  government  of  this  Province." 

The  Assembly  accordingly  went  into  Committee,  and, 
on  the  3rd  of  March,  reported  the  following  as  the  re- 
sult of  their  deliberations  : — 

"  Resolved  that  it  is  expedient  to  amend  a  certain 
Act  passed  in  the  Parliament  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  in  the  thirty  first  year  of  the  Reign  of 
His  late  Majes^^y  George  the  Third,  chapter  31,  com- 
monly called  the  "  Constitutional  Act,"  by  repealing 
certain  parts  of  the  provisions  thereof,  which  relate 
to  the  constitution  and  formation  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  this  Province,  and  by  substituting  other 
provisions  in  the  place  thereof  vdth  the  view  of  better 
ensuring  the  efhciency  of  the  Piovincial  government  to 
provide  for  the  peace,  welfare  and  good  government  of 
this  Province," 

A  bill  accordingly  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Morin, 
'^  to  amend  so  much  of  the  Act  of  the  thirty-first 
George  the  Third,  chapter  31,  as  relates  lo  the  con- 
stitution and  formation  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
this  Province,  and  to  substitute  other  provisions  in 
the  place  thereof,"  It  was  intended  by  the  bill  to 
make  the  Legislative  Council  an  elective  body,  but  it 
did  not  pass  the  second  reading,  being  postponed  from 
time  to  time  by  the  introducer  (Mr.  Morin),  until  over- 
taken by  the  prorogation. 

These  two  bills  were  at  the  time  much  criticised 
on  account  of  their  interfering  with  Imperial  Acts, 
which  they  professed  to  alter  and  amend,  a  matter, 
as  all  the  world  perfectly  knew,  and  none  better  than 
the  movers  of  those  bills,  beyond  the  power  of  the 
Provincial  Parliament  to  effect,  whose  absurdity,  in 
attempting  to  repeal  the  very  Act  under  which  it 
held  its  existence,  was  therefore  scouted.  There  was, 
ho^  ver^  nothing  absurd  nor  irrational  in  the  steps 
taken,  being  merely  for  the  purpose,  as  there  is  rea- 
son to    believe,    of  shewing   in   precise   terms  to  the 
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Home  govcninicnt,  the  alterations  and  amendments 
which,  in  the  view  of  the  Assembly,  it  was  desirable 
should  be  made  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  those 
Acts. 

The  thanks  of  the  Assembly  were  voted  "  to  the 
Hon.  D.  B.  Viger,  for  his  services  as  the  late  Agent 
of  this  Province,  and  for  the  zeal,  patriotism,  assi- 
duity and  talent  displayed  by  him  in  acquitting  him- 
self of  his  mission,  and  supporting  the  divers  claims 
entrusted  to  his  care,  and  more  especially  the  peti- 
tions of  this  House  to  both  Houses  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  complaining  of  the  numerous  grievances 
and  serious  abuses  set  forth  in  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  this  House  on  the  twenty-first  February,  ISli^." 

The  like  were  also  voted  to  Augustin  Norbert 
Morin,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  House  for  the  County 
of  Bellechasse,  for  the  distinguished  services,  and  for 
the  zeal,  patriotism,  assiduity  and  talent  he  had  dis- 
played in  supporting  the  aforesaid  petitions  of  the 
House  to  both  Houses  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

Lord  Gosford,  It  seemed,  promised  himself,  at  the 
opening  of  the  parliamentary  campaign,  signal  suc- 
cess. It  however  ended,  as  all  but  himself  antici- 
pated, in  his  disappointment,  by  leaving  matters  in  a 
more  unpromising  state  than  ever.  He  prorogued  the 
Parliament  on  the  21st  March,  with  strong  expressions 
of  regret  at  the  failure  of  his  mission. 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  ilouse  of  Aasemhli/, 

"  It  is  to  me  matter  of  sincere  regret,  that  the  offers 
of  peace  and  conciliation,  of  which  I  was  the  bearer  to 
this  country,  have  not  led  to  the  result  which  I  had 
hoped  for.  The  consequences  of  tlieir  rejection,  and  of 
the  demands  which  have  been  niade  to  His  Majesty,  I 
will  not  venture  to  predict. 

''  In  the  speech  with  which  1  opened  the  Session,  I 
announced,  that  should  you  consent  to  discharge  the 
arrears  due  to  the  public  officers,  and  provide  for 
their  maintenance,    pending   the  encjuiries  which  His 
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Majesty  had  comni  indcd  to  be  niadc  in  the  Province, 
no  part  of  tho  surplus  revenue  of*  the  Crown  should 
be  touclied  durinj^  those  enquiries  without  your  assent. 
As  no  provision  has  been  made  I'or  the  purposes  con- 
teniphited  in  that  proposal,  I  shall  be  under  the 
necessity  of  applying'  the  revenues  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Crown,  as  far  as  they  will  extend,  to  tlie  payment 
of  the  public  servants,  and  towards  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  Civil  «iovernment.  What  further  mea- 
sures must  be  adopted  ibr  the  removal  of  the  diffi- 
culties to  which  the  aifairs  of  the  Province  are 
reduced,  the  authorities  in  England  must  determine. 
^'Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council, 

*'  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assemhhj, 

"  Of  the  fifty-nine  Bills  that  have  passed  both 
Houses  during  the  Session,  I  have  given  the  Royal 
Assent  to  all,  save  one,  namely,  the  Bill  for  establish- 
ing a  Railroad  between  the  River  Saint  Lawrence  and 
the  Province  line.  As  this  Bill  aifects  the  King's 
prerogative  in  tee  disposal  of  the  waste  lands  of  the 
Crown,  the  4'2nd  clause  of  the  Constitutional  Act 
makes  it  necessary  that  I  should  reserve  it  for  the 
signification  of  His  Majesty's  pleasure :  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  omission  of  the  formalities  reciuired 
by  that  clause,  will  be  altogether  fatal  to  the  measures. 

''  I  shall  continue  to  do  all  in  my  power  for  the 
advancement  of  the  public  good,  and  the  furtherance 
of  that  paternal  policy  which  has  been  enjoined  upon 
me  by  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign;  and  you.  Gen- 
tlemen will,  I  doubt  not,  each  in  his  individual 
capacity,  labor  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  to  promote 
the  real  interests  of  the  community." 

This  was  the  last  .of  constitutional  legislation  in 
Lower  Canada,  for,  although  the  Provincial  Parlia- 
ment met,  subsequently,  twice  previous  to  the  sus. 
pension  of  the  Constitution,  no  Acts  whatever  wer^ 
passed,  the  Assembly  abdicating,  as  will  be  seen,  theij. 
functions,  until  changes  should,  at   their  dictation,  be 
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made  in  the  constitution  of  tiie  Province,  which  the 
Briti.sh  j^ovennnent  aiul  Imperial  Parliament  deemed 
incompatible  with  the  Briti.sh  constitution,  and  there- 
fore inadmissible. 

The  followiufj;  desputch  from  Lord  (Josford,  on  the 
result  of  tlie  session,  will  be  Ibund  interesting: — 

"  Castle  uf  St.  Lewis, 

"  Quebec,  12th  March,  183G. 

"  My  Loud,—  It  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  your 
Lordship  that  the  Provincial  Executive  l''s  again, 
lor  the   fourth  year,  been  left  destitute  ue   usual 

legal  provision  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  Civil 
government,  and  paying  the  large  arrears  now  due  for 
past  services;  and  thus,  at  the  end  of  a  session  of 
more  than  ordinary  length,  a-  .satisfactory  adjustment 
of  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  colony  appears  to 
be  as  distant  and  more  hopeless  than  ever.  I  shall 
in  this  despatch,  while  giving  your  Lorhsliip  an  out- 
line of  the  proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  on  this 
subject,  briefly  touch  upon  what  I  conceive  to  have 
been  the  cause  and  reasons  that  led  to  this  disastrous 
result. 

"  On  the  9th  of  November  last,  the  accounts  shew- 
ing the  arrears  due  for  salaries  to  the  public  officers, 
and  for  the  other  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  (jovern- 
meut,  including  the  advance  made  from  the  jMilitary 
Chest,  was  tran.smitted  to  the  As.sembly  with  a  mes- 
sage inviting  their  immediate  attention  to  the  subject. 
These  were  at  once  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Accounts,  as  were  also  the  estimates 
of  the  current  year,  transmitted  in  like  manner  on 
the  20th  of  the  same  month.  But  nothing  further  in 
the  matter  appears  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  until  the  5tli  of  January,  when  the  Committee 
presented  their  third  lleport.  The  subse(juent  step.s 
of  the  As.sembly  up  to  the  12th  of  February,  having 
already  been  detailed  to  your  Lordship,  need  not  be 
here   repeated.      On    the  20th    the   House  went  into 
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Committee  on  the  several  Kej)ort.s  ou  ]*iiblio  Accounts, 
on  the  state  of  tlie  Province,  nnd  on  the  published 
extracts  from  the  instructions  to  the  Canada  Com- 
missioners. These  cjuestions  formed  the  subject  of 
prolonged  debates  until  the  20th,  when  the  Com- 
mittee reported  an  Address  to  the  King  (forwarded 
by  this  opportunity,  with  a  separate  despatch,)  and 
two  resolutions,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted. In  these  resolutions,  the  Assembly,  entirely 
passing  by  the  questien  of  arrears,  determined  to 
vote  supplies  for  six  months  only,  from  the  15th 
January  to  the  15th  July  next,  and  to  abstain,  under 
existing  circumstances,  from  specifying  in  the  Supply 
Bill  the  particular  funds  appropriated ;  under  a  pro- 
test, however,  that  this  course  should  not  in  future 
be  invoked  as  a  precedent  in  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  House  of  the  i6th  of  March,  1833,  and 
21st  February,  1834.  The  question  of  concurrence 
being  put  on  the  resolutions,  Mr.  Vanfelson  moved 
an  amendment,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  to  the 
effect  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  vote  as  well  the 
arrears  due,  as  the  supplies  required  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  current  year.  This  motion  was  ob- 
jected to  by  the  Speaker  as  unparliamentary,  be- 
cause it  was  not  offered  in  the  shape  of  a  motion, 
proposing  some  subject  for  deliberation  and  decision 
but  in  the  shape  of  a  protest,  tending  to  censure  a 
decision  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 
further,  because  in  matters  of  supply,  when  the  de- 
cision of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  has  been  in  favor 
of  a  smaller  sum,  or  a  shorter  period  of  time,  it  is  not 
afterwards  allowable  to  make  any  motion  in  the  House 
tending  to  grant  a  larger  sum,  or  to  extend  the 
period. 

"  An  appeal  was  m.;),de  to  the  House  from  this 
decision,  but  it  was  supported  on  a  division  of  40  to 
27.  The  resolutions  were  then  passed,  and  on  the 
29th  a  bill  was  introduced  in  accordance   with  their 
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this 
40  to 
the 
their 


princi])leM,  passed  on  the  3r(l  instant,  sent  up  to  the 
Le«j:islative  Council  on  tlie  r)th,  and,  after  a  first  and 
Hccond  reading,  lost  on  the  9th  in  a  connnittee  of  that 
body,  by  the  committeerisinj^  without  reportinj^. 

*'  I  expressed  to  your  Lordship  my  convietion, 
before  the  result  was  known,  that  the  partial  public- 
cation  in  Upper  Canada  of  the  instructions  to  the 
Canada  commissioners  was  likely  to  prove  a  serious 
obstacle  to  tlie  successful  arran«»;cment  of  the  finan- 
cial dilSculties  of  the  Province;  tliia  conviction,  I 
regret  to  say,  has  been  more  than  realized  ;  and  I 
can  only  repeat  my  belief,  that  but  for  that  publica- 
tion the  arrejirs  and  full  supplies  would  have  been 
granted.  As  it  is,  the  House  of  Assembly  have  as- 
sumed a  new  position,  and,  not  complaining  of  the 
existing  local  administration,  have  made  the  granting 
of  the  arrears  dependent  on  a  full  compliance  with 
all  the  demands  contained  in  their  Address  to  His 
Majesty. 

**  In  passing  a  Bill  of  Supply  for  six  months  only, 
it  would  seem  that  they  wislied  to  affix  a  limit  or  less 
than  three  months  to  the  period  within  which  His 
Majesty,  to  entitle  the  Executive  to  a  further  supply, 
must  favourably  decide  on  demands  involving  funda- 
mental changes  in  the  constitution,  and  the  con- 
sideration of  questions  of  a  most  grave  and  compli- 
cated description. 

"  On  examination  of  the  lost  Bill,  I  perceive  that 
the  Assembly  did  not,  as  in  1833,  attach  any  condi- 
tion to  objectionable  items,  but  adopted  another  plan 
for  eiFecting  their  wishes  for  the  abolition  of  plurali- 
ties. Where  any  officer  held  two  situations,  the 
salary  of  one  only  was  voted,  and  the  other  entirely 
omitted,  thus  avoiding  one  of  the  objections  made  to 
the  Bill  of  1833.  In  other  res{)ects,  however,  they 
appear  to  have  adopted  that  Bill  as  their  guide  in 
framing  the  one  for  the  present  year,  omitting  and 
reducing  the  same    items  in  both.     Among  the  prin- 
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cipal  oinisHionh  not  f(>uiKl*'<l  on  tlio  objiictlon  to 
pluralities  aro  tlio  po.sta<:;c  acooutit  of  the  Civil  Secre- 
tary's ofllce,  the  salari(\s  of  all  tlie  Executive  Coun- 
cillors, of  their  assistant  Clerk,  of  Mr.  Justice  Gale, 
and  of  one  of  the  Provincial  Aides  de  Camp.  But 
to  brint;  the  whole  matter  under  your  Jiordship's 
view,  1  enclose  a  comparative  statement  of  the  esti- 
mates  and  vot(!S  for  188.'i  and  those  fur  IHIJd,  and  a 
list  of  the  different  items  omitted,  and  of  those  ad- 
duced in  the  last  Bill. 

*'  It  was,  I  understand,  chiefly  in  conscfjuence  of 
these  omissions  that  the  Lej^islative  Council  declined 
to  proceed  with  the  Bill. 

"  It  may  not  be  irrelevant  licre  to  inform  your 
Lordship  that  the  public  chest  will  contain,  on  the 
Ist  oi'xMay  next,  about  £130,000  sterlin.L,^  This  sum 
includes  upwards  of  £4'5,000  sterling,  arising-  from 
the  Crown  revenues,  which,  as  the  Assembly  have 
not  accepted  the  offer,  conditionally  made  to  them  in 
my  o})cnin^'  speech,  by  i)roviding  for  the  payment  of 
the  arrears  and  maintenance  of  the  public  servants 
pcndin«2;  the  en([uiry  under  the  Iloyal  Commission, 
niay  now  be  considered  as  at  the  unfettered  disposal 
of  the  Crown.  On  the  other  hand,  the  liabilities  of 
the  Covernment  at  that  date  on  account  of  the  arrears 
and  current  expenses,  exclusive  of  the  contingencies 
of  the  two  Houses  of  I*arliamcnt,  and  of  the  sums 
payjtble  under  the  authority  of  Local  Acts  passed 
and  alumt  to  be  passed,  will  amount  to  about  £14'2,000 
sterling,  including  the  £31,000  advanced  from  the 
Military  Chest  in  1831',  thus  shewing  a  deficit  of 
about  £12,000.  But  it  must  be  observed  that  the 
chief  part  of  the  revenue  is  collected  from  the  customs 
duties,  which  flow  in  only  during  the  sununer  months, 
whilst  the  expenditure  continues  equal  throughout 
the  year,  so  that,  although  the  amount  at  present  in 
the  chest  would  have  been  insufficient  to  liquidate 
the  demands  against  it,  had  the  Legislature  sanctioned 
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such  a  nifn.siirc,  yet  it  l)y  no  moans  I'ollow^  that  at  the 
end  of  the  f'maiicial  year  in  Octohcr  next,  tlic  jtuMic 
treasury  will  be  unequal  to  tlie  Hahilitics  to  wliieh  it 
may  be  tlicn  subjeet. 

"  I  have,  \e., 

(Signed.)  "(U)Sl'OlU)." 


fc 


The  Ibllowiiii:  iiiterostinL'  synopsis,  prepared  by 
Jacques  A'i^er,  l*]s(juire,  ot*  Montreal,  a  gentleman 
well  known  in  tlie  literary  world,  exbibits  in  a  very 
clear  and  eonipentlious  form,  the  numlters  represented 
by  the  several  .Members  of  tlio  Assend»ly  who  voted  for, 
as  well  as  those  nlui  vyted  aj^ainrt  the  ninety-two  resolu- 
tions, and  the  eolleetive  nund)ers  on  either  side.  Mr. 
Vif^er  makes  the  nund)er  re})r  ented  by  the  resolutions 
to  be  considerably  more  than  three  times  that  of  the  op- 
posing Members,  and  there  can,  I  ap)Mehend,  be  no 
doubt  that  lie  is  within  the  mark.  It  will  be  observed 
that  in  the  case  where  the  two  Representatives  of  any 
County  or  City  (the  County  of  Lai)rairie,  for  instance, 
or  the  City  of  Quebec)  were  divided  in  their  votes,  Mr. 
A'iger  assigns  to  each  an  er^ual  portion,  or  one-half  of 
their  constituency.  Now  it  is  notorious  that  tlie  ninety- 
two  resolutions  were  approved  of  and  popular  among, 
it  is  n(H  too  much  to  say,  nine-tenths  of  the  Canadii'.i 
population  of  Freneli  origin. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

Annual  Report  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  Montreal  Con- 
stitutional Association — Address  by  the  Montreal  Consti- 
tutional Association  to  the  inhabitants  of  British  America — 
Report  of  the  Quebec  Constitutional  Association — Resolu- 
tions of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Constitutional  Asso- 
ciation ot  Moatreal — P. S.- -Legend  of  the  Ckicn  d'Or,  and 
satisfactory  reputation  of  it  by  Jacques  Viger,  Esq. 

Having  in  the  preceding  chapter  noticed  the  prin- 
cipal proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  bestow  some  attention  to  the  doings  of  the 
outer  world  in  counteraction  of  the  policy  and  views 
of  that  body.  The  petition  of  a  numerous  portion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  pursuant  to  certain  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  "  the  Constitutional  Association," 
of  the  City,  to  Lord  Gosford,  previous  to  the  meeting 
of  the  Assembly,  has  been  mentioned.  There  were 
meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  T*rovinco  of  branches 
of  the  Constitutional  Association  of  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  at  which  resolutions  of  a  loyal  character, 
and  expressive  of  a  determination  to  preserve  the 
connexion  happily  subsisting  between  the  Colony 
and  Great  Britain,  were  adopted,  but  as  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  great  Central  Associations  in  the  two 
Cities  express  substantially  the  spirit  of  them  all,  and 
are  highly  valuable,  in  a  statistical  as  well  as  political 
view,  we  shall  confine  our  attention  to  these  solely. 
We  accordingly  submit  to  the  reader  the  able  and 
interesting  Reports  and  Addresses  of  those  bodies  p  :• 
cisely  as  they  appeared  in  the  public  prints  of  the  time. 

Early  in  December,  1835,  the  ''  Annual  Report  of 
the  General  Committee  of  the  Montreal  Constitutional 
Association"  made  its  appearance  as  follows. — 

"  The  termination  of  the  period  for  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Constitutional  Association 
was  appointed,  imposes  on  the  General  Committee  the 
duty  of  addressing  themselves  to  the  entire  body  of 
their  fellow-citizens  who  have  rallied  round  the  edifice 
of  the  Constitution , 
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Thecomruittec,  at  their  first  meeting  on  tlic  28th, 
January,  proceeded  to  elect,  by  ballot,  an  Executive 
Committee,  according  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of 
the  Association ;  and  has  received  from  the  following 
detail  of  their  proceedings  ; — 

REPORT. 

"  On  taking  communication  of  the  proceedings  flince 
the  formation  of  the  Association  in  January  last, 
the  Executive  Committee  now  report : — That  at  the 
general  meeting,  held  at  the  tlieatre  on  the  26th 
March  last,  the  Chairman  then  reported  to  the  Asso- 
ciation the  proceedings  of  that  Committee  up  to  that 
period,  and  it  is  therefore  considered  unnecessary  here 
to  repeat  them. 

*'  Mr.  Walker,  the  agent  appointed  at  the  general 
meeting  to  proceed  to  England,  with,  and  in  support 
of  the  Petitioners  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  was, 
without  delay,  furnished  with  copious  documents, 
information  and  instruction,  for  his  guidance  on  his 
mission ;  and  early  in  April  last,  took  his  departure 
for  England.  An  early  opportunity  was  aftbrded 
both  to  him  and  the  agent  for  the  Quebec  Associa- 
tion, by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  to  make  Known  to 
His  Majesty's  Government,  the  object  and  import- 
ance  of  their  mission ;  and  Mr.  Gillespie,  Chairman 
of  the  Nor*h  American  Colonial  Association  in  Lon- 
don, was  appointed  by  that  body  to  unite  with  them 
in  urging  on  the  Governnient  and  Parliament,  the  claims 
and  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada,  of 
British  and  Irish  origin. 

^'  The  determination  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
having  then  been  signified  to  the  Agents,  of  sending 
to  Canada  a  Commission  to  in(|uire  into,  and  to  re- 
port upon,  the  complaints  and  grievances  of  the  ad- 
verse parties,  they,  the  Agents,  were  informed  that 
no  legislative  proceedings  would  be  resorted  to  in 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  in  regard  to  Lower  Canada, 
until  tliMt  Commission  had  reported  to  His  Majesty'» 


245 


ID 

J  a, 

J'" 


Government ;  but  that  up  to  the  period  of  the  de- 
parture of  the  Couimission  from  Loudon,  the  Colonial 
CJccretary  would  be  willing  to  receive  I'rom  the  Agentti 
any  coramuaications  they  chose  to  make  on  the  Hub- 
ject  of  their  claims,  and  the  complaints  of  their  constitu- 
ents ;  and  that  the  Commissioners  wo\ild  be  specially 
instructed  to  investigate,  when  in  C.';m;ubi.  and  receive 
testimony,  in  regard  to  all  the.-e. 

"  On  the  1 1th  August  last,  a  cornmuniiMtitMi  wa^ 
addressed  to  Mr.  Walker,  signifying  that  the  (Jom- 
mittee  saw  no  necessity  for  his  remaining  in  Eng- 
land on  behalf  of  the  Association,  aft<M"  the  rising  of 
Parliament,  and  from  recent  intelligence  tluy  have  re- 
son  to  think  that  he  may  be  daily  expected. 

"  The  Commission  already  alluded  to,  it  is  well 
known,  has  now  been  in  Canada  about  tin  ee  months  ; 
and  a  letter  has  lately  been  addrcvssed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commission,  desiring  to  know  when  and  in 
what  manner  the  Commissioners  will  be  disposed  to  re- 
ceive testimony  in  support  of  the  claims  a?id  comj)laints 
of  this  Association." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  communication  : — 

"MoNTPKAL,  Nov.  24,  I8:i5. 

*'8lR, — I  have  the  honor  to  eiiclose,  a»id  to  beg  you 
will  lay  before  the  Honorable  Commissioners  whom 
His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  apix)int  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  certain  grievances  complained 
of  in  Lower  Canada,  a  copy  of  the  Tetition  of  divers 
inhabitants  of  this  Province,  resident  in  the  District 
of  Montreal,  which  was  transmitted  to  England  by 
W.  Walker,  Esq.,  Agent  of  the  Constitutional  Asso- 
ciation of  Montreal,  and  presented  to  His  Majesty  and 
to  the  two  Houses  oi  the  Imperial  Parliamentj  during 
the  past  summer. 

"  With  reference  to  that  Petition,  and  to  certain 
Kesolutions  adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Association,  which  were  laid  before  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  >tate  for  the  Colonial  Department  (and 


ill 


■.t'ni 


^i>'i 


1 


A    '. 


v1        f 


f-'.i 


f' 


240 


of  whicli  I  have  tlio  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a 
copy)  I  am  directed  l)y  the  Executive  Committee  to 
state,  that  the  A8^ociation  have  been  informed  by 
their  Aj^ent,  that  at  an  interview  with  which  Mr. 
"Walker  was  honoured  by  Lord  (Heneig,  on  the  13th 
of  June  hist,  his  Lordsliip  was  pleased  to  state,  that 
all  t)ic  points  adverted  to  in  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Montreal  Association  would  be  embraced  in  the  in- 
structions to  the  Commissioners  whom  Ilis  Majesty 
had  been  pleased  to  appoint.— Mr.  Walker  has  fur- 
ther informed  the  Association,  that  at  a  subsequent, 
interview  with  his  Lordship,  to  whicli  he  was  admitted 
on  the  ICth  June  last,  Lord  (Jlcielg  repeated  the  as- 
surance previously  pjivcn,  that  the  various  topics  of 
complaint  enumerated  in  these  Resolutions  should 
be  notict^l  in  the  instructions  to  the  Comniissioners. 

^'  I  am  now  directed  by  the  Executive  Committee  to 
enquire  in  what  manner,  and  at  what  time.  His 
Majesty's  Commissioners  will  be  pleased  to  investigate 
the  various  complaints  of  the  Petitioners. 

»'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

*'  Your  obedient  servant, 
"J.  Guthrie  Scott,  Sec.  C.A.M. 

'*  Thomas  Frederick  Elliot,  Esq. 
"  Sec.  of  the  Royal  Commission  . " 

To  this  letter  no  reply  has  been  received  by  the  Asso- 
ciation , 

(The  Secret  iry  intimated,  however,  that  the  follow- 
ing had  been  rccei^ed  by  this  morning's  post :) 

'•  QuEBi^c,  Veccmher  5,  1835. 

"  SiR, — 1  h;',\e  tlie  honor  to  receive  and  lay  be- 
fore the  Coiiunissioners  your  letter,  dated  24th  of 
November,  inquiring  at  what  time  and  in  what  man- 
ner they  will  be  prepared  to  investigate  the  com- 
plaints in  the  Petitions  addressed  last  year  to  His 
Majesty  and  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  by  divers 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Montreal ;  and  I  am  to 
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accjiiaiiit  you,  in  answer,  tliat  tlio  ConiniisHioncrs  aro 
at  present  en<i;a<^e(l  in  consider.itidii  of  the  conditions 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  annex  to  the  measure  of 
giving  up  tlie  Cnjwn  lleserves ;  and  that,  in  connec- 
tion witli  that  subject,  they  liave  also  before  them 
the  (jU(!stlon  ol'  the  indej)endence  of  the  .Judges  and 
the  creation  of  a  Court  of  Impeachment.  Jf  the 
Constitutional  Association  of  Montreal  wish  to  offer 
any  information  on  these  points,  the  Comuiissioners 
will  be  happy  to  see  any  person  or  pers<jns  whom 
they  may  depute  for  that  jmrpose. 

•'  In  order,  however,  to  enable  the  Association  to 
decide  whetlier  it  be  desirable  for  them  to  send  such 
a  dcputtition  at  present,  or  to  wait  some  future  stage 
of  the  proceedings,  I  am  desired  to  apprize  you, 
tliat  as  soon  as  the  Connnissioners  sliall  liave  des- 
patched their  llei>ort  on  the  matters  above  adverted 
to,  it  is  probable  that  their  next  cncjuiries  will  relate 
to  any  improvements  which  may  seem  practicable  in 
the  system  of  managing  tlie  Crown  Lands,  and  des- 
posing  of  the  Wild  J^ands  and  Forests; — that  from 
thence  tliey  will  proceed  to  the  tenures  of  Land  gen- 
erally, and  to  the  eff'ect  which  the  Seigniorial  Tenure 
may  produce  upon  the  prosperity  of  th  City  of  Mon- 
treal, as  well  as  to  the  av  jects  of  the  Kegistry  of 
Titles,  and  the  future  Incorporation  of  Land  Compa- 
nieSi — Finally,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Execu- 
tive and  Legislative  Councils,  and  the  state  of  the 
Representation  of  the  People,  are  (juestions  which  it 
will  be  necessary  to  approach.  The  scope  of  the 
Commission  is  not  confined  to  the  subjects  which  I 
have  enumerated,  althouiih.  under  the  instructions 
from  His  Majesty's  Government,  they  arc  considered 
to  have  the  first  claim  to  attention.  .    , 

"  Having  thus  stated  the  course  of  inrpiiry  contem- 
plated by  the  Conmiissioners,  I  am  to  add,  that  during 
its  progress,  it  is  probable  they  will  remove  their  sit- 
tings to  Montreal ;   and  as  they  propose  to   make   their 
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Report  (»»i  tin'  ;ij>pro|>rIjitu»Ti  of  iho  Crown  licsorveH 
before  (Ihristm.is,  I  ;iiii  to  re<|ue.st  that  ^ou  will  lUvor 
me  witli  the  earli(."-t  intimation  you  ean  eonveniently 
uflord,  whctlier  or  not  it  is  lii<.('ly  that  any  gentleman 
from  Montreal  will  wish  to  attend  before  th.it  Com- 
misMion  be  despatched. 

'*  T  liave  the  honor  to  be,  >Sir, 

"  Vour  o]je<lient.  Immble  servant, 

"  Tiios.  TiiKinv.  Elliot. 
•'J.  0.  Seott,  Es<|.,  ^Montreal." 

"  The  Kxefiitiv(^  (N)!nmittee  liave  bee!i  vt^ry  deriirous 
of  or^^anizin^'  Ward  Committees  throu;i;bout  the  City 
and  suburlis,  the  utility  of  whi(;li  would  be  felt  in 
the  event  of  any  emergency  arisin«^,  recjuirinj;  union 
and  strenj^th  ;  but  they  fear  that  their  wishes  have 
been  but  partially  and  imperfeetly  earried  into  effect ; 
and  this  Committee  ean  not  refrain  from  reeonuncnd- 
iii<5  the  immediate  and  general  adoption  of  a  Hystem 
of  organization. 

*' Petitions,  respeetably  and  numcToUfly  signed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Montreal,  liave  reeently  been  trans- 
mitted, throu<:^h  the  medium  of  tlie  Kxeeutive  Com- 
mittee, and  presented  to  the  Provineial  Parlinient. 
*'  First. — For  the  e.stablit^lunent  of  Kiv^istry  Offices 
throughout  the  rroviuce. 

•'  Second. — For  the  abolisliment  of  the  Feudal  Ten- 
ure tliroughout  the  rroviuce. 

"  Third. — For  the  continuation  of  the  improvement 
of  the  Harbour  of  Montreal. 

"  Fourth. — For  the  improvement  of  the  Canal 
Navigation  in  this  Province,  on  a  scale  to  correspond 
with  that  going  forward  in  Upper  Canada. 

"Measures  have  also  been  taken  to  procure  an  amend- 
ment of  tlie  Act  for  incorporating  the  City  of  Montreal. 

"  The  Executive  Conunittee  cannot  refrain  from 
bringing  under  tlie  notice  of  the  Association  the  ni- 
fraction  lately  comniittod  on  the  Constitution  of  this 
Province,  by  the  Executive  branch  thereof,  in  paying, 
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witliMiit  jmlliority  of  l:i\v,  .ind  for  piirj.oscrt  ttMnlinp; 
to  the  (otiil  sul)V(M\si()ii  ol'  tli.it  (Constitution,  a  l;ir<j;o 
sum  ol'  money  out  of  the  Ful)li('  Tiensury.  If  one 
inrractiou  of  tlio  law  could  justify  anotlior,  Hioy  do 
not  HOC  why  tlio  piymcnt  of  tlu;  duties  hy  Avhicrh  the 
Public  Treasury  is  filled  should  n(»t  bo  withhitld  to 
[)rcv(Mit  the  nuturroncc  of  such  iiu  act  of  spoliation. 

"  All  which  is,  iiovertheless,   rcspeetfully  sul)n»itt(>d  . 
"  ]\\  order  of  tlu;  I'^xecutive  Committen, 

"  W.  JloHKiiTsoN,  Yiee  Chairman, 
'M.  GrTiiiiiK  JScoTT,  Secretary." 

''  Montreal,  Nov.,  IS-'if)." 

'' At  a  meetini^  of  the  (iiMieral  (/ominitteo,  held  on 
'•'■  the  28th  of  November,  the  followii);.^  resolutions  were 
carried  : — 

"  First. —  That  a  (^)n^llittee  of  throe  person;-}  bo  ap- 
pointed to  audit  the  'I'reasurer's  Accounts. 

"  Second. — That  the  present  asjicet  of  affairs  in  this 
Provinc(!  demands  a  closer  union  of  persons  of  Bri- 
tish and  Irish  orii^in  for  the  purpose  of  mutual 
defence  and  suj)})ort ;  and  th.it  a  Committee  of  seven 
persons  be  now  named  to  alter  and  amend  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  of  this  Association,  with  the  view  of 
carrying  into  effect  so  important  an  o})ject,  and  to  report 
thereon  at  the  next  jrcneral  meeting. 

'*  Third. — That  a  Committee  of  five  bo  appointed  to 
draw  up  a  Report  of  the  General  Committee,  to  be 
laid  before  the  Association,  and  that  it  be  an  instruc- 
tion to  the  said  Conmiittec  to  point  out  such  objects  as 
it  may  cousider  of  injportance  to  bring  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Association. 

"  In  conformity  with  the  last  clause  of  this  resolu- 
tion, the  Committee  liave  j)repared,  and  respectfully  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  the  Association,  the  follow- 
ing observations : 

"  The  Association  cannot  too  frequently  place  before 
the  public  the  principles  and  demands  of  the  popula- 
tion of  British  and  Irish    descent,  and  contnust  them 
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with  tlie  acts  and  the  (l(jin;indsof  the  doiiiinjiiit  piirty  in 
the  AsRciubly. 

"  Constitutionalists  demand  ameliorations  in  the 
law,  and  ehanjijes  in  the  .institutions  of  the  country, 
beneficial  in  their  immediate  effects,  and  valuable  as 
elevatiiiij;  the  condition  of  the  French  peasantry,  and 
((ualifying  them  fur  the  exercise  of  the  loftier  duties  of 
freemen. 

''  The  effects  of  the  Fiench  Canadian  leaders,  on 
the  contrary,  arc  limited  to  the  preservation  of  their 
ancient  institutions,  and  to  a  change  in  the  Constitution 
which  cannot  reasonably  be  expected,  so  long  as  the 
existing  form  of  Government  of  the  Briti^■h  Empire 
shall  be  preserved. 

''  The  French  leaders  have  obtained,  with  the  unre- 
flecting, a  character  of  liberality  by  their  demand 
that  the  Legislative  Council  should  be  elected  by  the 
people,  instead  of  being,  as  at  present,  appointed  by 
the  Crown;  and  the  opposition  of  Constitutionalists 
to  this  change,  has  given  rise  to  much  misrepresentation 
of  their  princijJes. 

Any  expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  supe- 
rior adaptation  to  the  wants  and  interests  of  society 
of  the  republican  form  of  Coverement,  or  that  of  a 
constitutional  monarchy,  is  not  required  from  the 
Committee,  Both  forms  of  government  have  their 
advocates ;  each  can  be  sustained  by  powerful  argu- 
ments derived  from  history  and  from  reason.  But 
tlie  Committee  believe  that  no  educated  man  of 
unprejudiced  mind,  will  hesitate  to  denounce  the 
course  pursued  by  the  French  Canadian  leaders, 
who,  under  the  specious  guise  of  Reformers,  osten- 
sibly desirous  of  a  Government  more  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  will  of  the  people,  as  really  anima- 
ted by  zeal  for  the  preservation  of  all  those  pecu- 
liarities which  so  imenviably  distinguish  this  Pro- 
vince from  all  other  inhabited  portions  of  North 
America. 
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The  most  ardent  admirers  of  self-government  will 
admit,  that  the  cjualifieatiou  of  a  people  for  investi- 
ture with  that  important  privilege,  is  a  solemn  con- 
sideration ;  and  the  Committee  feel  convinced  they 
shall  have  no  difiiculty  in  repelling  the  charge  which 
the  duplicity  of  the  French  Canadian  leaders  induces 
them  to  reiterate,  that  the  Association  is  '  factiously 
and  unjustitiably'  opposed  to  the  introduction  of 
the  elective  principle  of  Government  in  tliis  l?ro- 
viuce.  The  Association  numbers  amid  their  ranks, 
many  of  the  children  of  llepublican  America,  who 
venerate  the  land  of  their  birth,  and  are  proud  of 
her  institutions.  Enrolled  in  the  Association  is  ^ 
large  body  of  individuals  who  luive  a  variety  of  forms, 
who,  witnessing  the  effect  of  despotism  to  degrade, 
and  of  freedom  to  elevate  and  ermoble,  willingly  join 
in  the  declaration  that  the  source  of  power  is  in  the 
people.  But,  who  compose  the  Association  ?  Are 
they  not  mainly  Scotchmen,  Irishmen,  Knglishmen, 
Germans,  and  the  descendants  of  those  from  the 
British  Isles,  wiio  sought  the  enjoyment  of  civil  and 
religious  liberity  in  America  ?  And  needs  there  any 
declaration  that  a  body  so  composed,  can  deem 
an  intelligent  peojjle  untit  to  exercise  the  privilege 
of  self-Go vernilient ;  and  yet  that  charge  has  been 
made,  and  is  reiterated  by  the  leaders  of  the  French 
party,  who  have  the  hardihood  to  proclaim  them- 
selves the  exclusive  chamjtions  of  free  institutions 
within  this  Province  ! 

"But  whilst  the  Association  record  their  conviction 
that  the  intelligence  of  a  people  is  the  guarantee  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  elective  principle,  they  appeal 
to  history,  in  particular  to  the  progress  of  the  lie- 
publics  of  South  America,  to  the  opinions  of  the  most 
eminent  and  distinguislicd  llepublican  writers'  to 
bear  them  out  in  the  assertion  that,  wlien  a  popula- 
tion is  "imlettered  and  unenlightened,  to  entrust 
them   with   the   unrestricted    use   of  political   power 
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would  be,  ii»  fact,  to  rotard  tlic  progress  of  rational 
freedom.  To  resist  a  state  of  tilings  so  repulsive  to 
the  feelings  of  freemen,  the  Association  have  banded 
themselves  together, — they  have  caused  their  decla- 
ration to  be  made  kuown  to  the  British  people, — 
they  have  received  assurances  from  the  Imperial 
Government  that  justice  shall  be  impartiall}^  adminis- 
tered ;  and  notwithstanding  that  recent  circumstances 
have  violently  shaken  their  faith  in  the  commissioned 
organs  of  the  ministry,  they  repose  quietly  in  the 
confidence,  that,  thougli  deprived  by  an  adverse  ma- 
jority, glorying  in  their  foreign  origin,  of  that  power 
and  influence  which  they  ought  to  exercise,  their 
dearest  privileges,  and  feelings,  and  interests,  v/ill  not 
be  committed  to  the  keeping  of  a  population,  which, 
however  moral  and  religious,  are  uniit  t )  sustain  their 
own  just  rights  and  interests,  and  are  necessarily 
totally  unqualified  to  be  entrusted  with  the  rights  and 
interests  of  others.  If,  in  the  ordinary  and  varied 
relations  of  private  life,  we  should  contempiuously 
refuse  the  proposition  to  submit  our  difference  to  tho 
arbitration  of  men  ignorant-  of  the  rudimtmts  of  educa- 
tio.i,  what  language  can  wo  employ  sitfficicutly  indi- 
cative of  our  feellings,  when  the  ddn'and  is  boldly 
made  tliat  to  such  men  shall  be  entrusted  the  man- 
agement of  our  political  liberties. 

"  The  rio;ht  of  suffrai2;e,  almost  universal,  has  been 
conferred  by  the  Constitution  on  the  population  of 
this  Province,  and  although  the  Association  do  not 
desire  the  right  to  be  curtailed,  yet  they  appeal  to 
the  intelligent  of  all  comnmnities  whetlier  it  would 
bo  proper  and  just  to  divest  the  Constitution  of  a 
check  on  popular  violence  and  precipitation  where, 
unhappily,  ignorance  and  prejudice  characterize  the 
majority 

\  Although  to  those  resident  in  this  Provnice,  and 
intimately  acquianted  with  the  condition  of  the  rural 
populatior;^    it    is  superogatory    to    adduce    proofs    of 
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the  deplorei  ignorance  of  the  French  Cnniidian  in- 
habitants, yet  our  fellow-Ci>untrynien  in  tlie  other 
American  Provinces  and  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
hand  may  desire  that  our  assertion   be  substantiated. 

"  The  Committee  disclaim  all  intention  of  char<2;ino; 
upon  tlic  Fiench  Canadian  population,  a  participa- 
tion in  the  si^lfish  acts  of  their  leaders  :  and  where  it 
not  that  i»  disclosure  of  certain  fiicts  were  necessary 
to  a  right  understanding  of  the  position  of  parties, 
they  ■\vould  willingly  abstain  from  any  allusion  to 
their  peculiar  characteristics.  The  following  quota- 
tion from  Address  to  '  Men  of  British  and  Irish 
descent,'  will  convey,  in  precise  terms,  all  that  is 
necessary  to  be  said  on  that  subject: — 

''  The  want  of  education  among  the  French  majority 
and  their  consequent  inability  to  form  a  correct 
judgment  of  the  acts  of  their  political  leaders  have 
engendered  most  of  our  grievances.  The  extent  of 
that  ignorance  may  be  collected  from  the  facts  that 


within  the  last    two 


years, 


in    each    of  two    Grand 


Juries  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  for  the  District 
of  Montreal,  selected  under  a  Provincial  law,  from 
among  the  wealthiest  inhabitants  of  the  rural  parishes, 
there  was  found  but  one  person  competent  to  write 
his  name;  and  that  trustees  of  schools  are  specially 
permitted,  by  statute,  to  affix  their  crosses  to  their 
school  Reports. 

"  The  political  information  of  that  part  of  the  Ca- 
nadian population  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  is 
therefore  derived  exclusively  from  the  few  educated 
individuals  scattered  among  them,  who  speak  the 
same  language  and  who  possess  the  means  of  direct- 
ing public  opinion,  exempted  from  those  salutary 
checks  which  education  alone  can  bestow. 

"  The  persons  who  wield  this  mighty  power  arc, 
generally  speaking.  Seigniors,  Lawyers,  and  Notaries 
of  French  extraction,  all  of  whom,  as  will  be  shown 
hereafter,  have   a  direct  and  selfish   interest  in  main- 
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taiiiing  a  system  of  feudal  law,  injurious  to  the  coun- 
try and  bearing  with  peculiar  severity  on  the  British 
interests. 

*' Our  endeavors  to  procure  relief  have  been  repre- 
sented as  a  covert  attack  upon  the  customs  and  in- 
stitutions of  the  l^rovince ;  national  prejudices  liave 
been  called  into  action,  national  feelings  excited,  and 
a  majority,  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  contest^  is 
now  arrayed  against  a  British  minority. 

''  Passing  by  the  petty  vexations  of  the  Feudal 
Tenure,   such   as  the  Seiuniors  right  to  call   for  the 
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title  deeds  of  every  vassal ;  his  exclusive 
grinding  tlic  grain  of  his  seigniory  ;  his  right  to  as- 
snme"  any  property  within  the  limits  of  his  Seigniory 
on  reimbursing  to  the  purchaser  the  cost  of  his  ac- 
quisition ;  and  other  claims  of  a  servile  and  arbitrary 
character  incident  to  Feudal  Law,  we  proceed  to  the 
subject  of  the  more  grievous  burdens  by  which  we 
are  oppressed 

"  TLrougaout  the  Seigniories  of  Lower  Canada, 
within  the  limits  of  which  are  comprised  the  Cities  of 
Montreal  and  Quebec,  upon  the  sale  of  real  property 
the  Feudal  Lord  exacts  from  the  purchasers  a  fine  equal 
to  one-twelfth  part  of  the  price ;  a  claim  which  re- 
curs with  each  successive  sale :  thus  every  person 
who  clears,  or  otherwise  improves  a  farm,  erects  a 
building,  cither  in  town  or  country,  or  invests  capi- 
tal in  landed  estate,  bestows  one-twelfth  of  his  outlay 
on  the  Seiguior,  whenever  the  property  is  brought 
to  sale. 

*'  This  odious  law,  so  injurious  in  its  effects, 
readily  explains  why  this  fine  Province,  although 
richly  endowed  by  nature ;  is  so  far  surpassed  in  the 
career  of  improvement  by  neighbouring  Provinces 
and  States. 

"  From  the  want  of  a  Bill  for  the  registration  of 
real  property,  the  validity  of  a  title  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained  except  by  a   course  of  expensive   proceedings 
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through  tlui  ('onits  oi*  Law,  but  secret  incumbrances 
may  .still  exist,  unttftectcd  by  tliat  procedure,  for 
whose  discovery  no  means  are  aftbrded ;  hence  the 
difficulty  of  borrowing  money  on  mortgafrc  and  the 
frcfjuent  seizure  and  forced  sale  of  real  estate. 

*'  The  profits  which  accrue  to  the  Seignior  fron» 
this  state  of  tliiniis  are  obvious  ;  and  the  interests  of 
the  French  Lawj  er  and  Notary,  in  maintain'nj^  a 
system  of  law  that  fosters  litigation  and  produces 
corresponding  expense,  is  ecpially  intelligible." 

"  The  first  settlers  in  Canada  brouglit  with  them  the 
artificial  distinctions  of  rank,  and  the  oppressive  laws 
of  that  state  of  society,  which  ]iad  grown  up  in  rank 
luxurianc(>,  under  the  despotism  of  the  Bourbons. — 
The  eradication  of  these  laws,  as  it  would  have  been 
the  first  object  of  dawning  intelligence,  so  would  it 
have  been  the  first  effort  of  a  reforming  Legislature. 
Yet  the  French  Canadian  population  still  submit  to 
their  pernicious  operation — the  Tlouse  of  Assembly 
proclaims  to  the  world  a  resolve  for  their  perpetua- 
tion, and  denounces  the  Constitutionalists  for  seeking 
their  abolition. 

"  The  Committee  cannot  omit  making  reference  to 
the  notorious  fact,  that  several  Members  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  in  successive  Parliaments,  have  been 
unable  to  read  or  write.  In  one  State  of  Republican 
America,  those  similarly  circumstanced,  are  disquali- 
fied for  the  comparatively  humble  duty  of  a  Petty 
Juror,  while,  in  this  Province,  a  virtual  encourage- 
ment to  the  neglect  of  education  is  offered,  by  ren 
dcring  ignorance  no  impediment  to  the  responsible 
uAd  important  duties  of  legislation.  Can  it  be  sup- 
posed that  a  people  in  this  condition  are  competent 
to  judge  of  the  various  and  complicated  relations  of 
society — to  decide  upon  the  nicely  graduated  scale 
of  punishments  so  necessary  to  a  just  system  of  law 
— to  regulate  the  intricate  concerns  of  commerce — 
and,   finally,  to  comprehend   tlie  wants  and  the  wishes 
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of  that  portion  of  the  coimuunity,  which^  licrn  eJu- 
catiou  and  supeiior  intelligence,  is  more  iidvanced 
in  the  social  scale. 

"  When  to  tlus  state  of  affairs  is  added  the  fact,  that 
the  pernicious  distinction  of  orij^in  has  been  sedu- 
lously Ciuployed  to  perpetuate  a  separation  of  the 
two  classes — that  icelings  of  enmity  have  been  crea- 
ted and  encouraged  among  the  Frciich  population, 
against  their  fellow-citizens  of  Britis-h  and  Irish  des- 
cent— the  opposition  of  the  Association  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  elective;  principle  in  this  Province, 
will  be  regarded  by  all  unprejudiced  men  as  dictated 
by  self  preservation. 

"  The  Association  earnestly  desire  that  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  should  be  composed  of  men  who,  by 
birth  or  long  residence  in  the  country,  are  warmly 
attached  to  its  interests,  who  are  intimately  concern- 
ed in  its  prosperity,  who  are  alike  independent  in 
mind  and  circumstances,  and  distinguished  by  the 
esteem  of  their  fellow-citizens.  A  Legislative  Coun- 
cil formed  of  such  materials  will  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  and  be  alike  observant  of  duty  towards 
the  Crown,  and  of  respect  for  popular  privileges. 
Public  opinion  will  sufiicientiy  punish  a  dereliction  from 
the  one,  or  a  disregard  of  the  other. 

"  To  surrender  the  entire  control  of  the  Government 
of  the  Province  to  the  present  constituency,  would 
be  in  effect,  proportionally  to  increase  and  confirm 
the  power  of  the  French  faction.  The  influence 
which  has  brought  the  French  population  not  simply 
to  endure,  but  to  cherish  pernicious  laws,  cannot  be 
counteracted,  until  education  and  a  free  press  shall 
have  diffused  among  them  the  elements  of  political  know- 
ledge. 

"The  British  and  Irish  population  perceive  in  the 
past  conduct  of  the  French  leaders,  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  what  would  be  their  future  career.  Confi- 
dent of  the  continued  support  of  a  majority,   inacces- 
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sible  to  arj;uinent  iuid  unitcil  by  an  indcriiiite  ilreiJ 
of  cverytliiuij;  J3ritlsli,  they  have  ventured  upon  acts 
that  would  have  bli<j,hted  tlieir  character  in  any  on- 
Uf^htencd  state.  They  have  viohited  the  principk'S 
of  a  llcpresentative  Government,  by  cxpolUng  from 
successive  ParUmcnts  a  Mem))er  freely  elected  by 
the  people ;  another  Mendjer  has  been  expelled  on 
the  ground  of  alleged  dis<jualification,  while  due  of 
their  own  parley,  under  sindlar  circumistanccs,  has 
been  permitted  to  retain  his  seat: — and  the  sitting 
Members  lor  the  West  Ward  of  this  City  are  allowed 
to  retain  their  seats  in  oj)pt)sition  to  the  votes  of  a 
majority  of  (jualified  electors. 

"  The  French  Canadian  leaders  liave  numbered 
among  their  grievances,  that  one-seventh  of  the 
Township  lands  has  been  appropriated  by  law  for 
the  support  of  a  Protestant  clergy,  and  yet  they 
have  studiously  withheld  from  the  public  view  the 
facts,  that,  for  the  support  of  the  French  clergy  is 
exclusively  appropriated  the  revenue  derived  i'rom 
the  exaction  of  tithes  in  the  Seigniories,  and  that 
large  revenues  from  extensive  tracts  of  land  are  en- 
joyed by  Frencii  communities.  Are  duplicity  and 
exclusiveness  the  characteristics  of  Reformers? 

"  Thf;  meu  of  the  Constitutional  Association  arc 
united  for  one  grand  object — the  maintenance  of 
equal  rights.  Upholding  the  principle,  that  every 
clergyman  should  derive  the  means  of  support  from 
his  congregation,  they  cordially  acce-de  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Clergy  lleserves  to  purposes  of  educa- 
tion; but  they  claim  what  their  opponents  have 
intentionally  overlooked,  a  general  adoption  of  that 
principle. 

"  Although  years  have  elapsed  since  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, afUn*  strict  investigation,  declared  that  cer- 
tain properties  were  held  by  communities  without 
any  legal  title,  yet  a  large  population,  comprehend- 
ing  that   the    principal   cities   of    the    Province,    rc- 


0 
'i  ' 

r 


258 


iritain  su})jec'to(l  to  giiovous  and  irritating;  feudal 
exactions  b^^  these  coniinnnitics ;  the  growth  of  our 
cities  is  cheeked,  by  tlie  interruption  of  p'lrcels  of 
land  held  in  inortrn.'iin,  and  which  arc  refuf-ed,  for 
purposes  of  public  itMproveuient,  to  earnest  appli- 
cations. These  evils  nii<j;ht  well  have  I'ound  cnunie- 
ration  auion;i;  the  numerous  jj^rievances  which  a 
microscopic  vision  lia^  dete  'ted,  and  would  have 
cocnnianded    the   attei      n  a    llcforniin^   JiCgisla- 

ture. 

"  The  Assoei;ttion  hav  '•>,  ;rlnister  motives;  in  the 
true  and  stern  spirit  of  refofi  :  they  demnnd  that 
those  oppressions  cense.  They  protest,  in  the  name 
of  their  fellow-countrymen,  against  any  compromise 
or  concession  that  shall  confer  the  sanction  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  illegal  exactions  which 
a  weak  policy  has  suffered  to  exist. 

*'  Our  fellow-citizens  in  Upper  Canada  demanded 
the  modification  of  the  Charter  of  the  King's  Col- 
lege at  Toronto,  because  of  its  excliisiveness,  and 
yet  their  brethren  in  Lower  Canada  have,  of  late 
years,  witnessed  the  establishment,  by  Provincial 
Charter,  of  several  French  Colle2;es  of  the  most  ex- 
elusive  character,  deriving  their  support  principally 
from  the  public  revenue,  by  annual  grants  freely  and 
lavishly  bestowed  by  successive  Parliments.  In 
their  anxiet)''  for  the  advancement  of  education,  the 
Constutionalists  liave  hitherto  uttered  no  complaint, 
but,  goaded  by  a  sense  of  wrongs  inflicted  by  the 
French  majority,  they  now  formally  protest  against 
the  support  of  Colleges  founded  on  narrow  and  ex- 
clusive principles,  which  necessarily  deprive  a  large 
portion  of  the  population  of  the  advantages  of  those 
institutions,  and  demand  a  general  system  of  educa- 
tion, divested  of  sectional  and  illiberal  views. 

"  The  numerous  French  Colleges,  supported  chiefly 
by  grants  from  the  l^ublic  Funds,  warrant  the  Asso- 
ciation in    demanding,    as  an    act   of  justice,  proper- 
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tionatc  <::r;mts  for  tlic  instruction  of  youth  of  BritiHh 
and  Irish  origin ;  and  further,  tliey  conceive  that 
the  Jusuits'  Estate  aiul  Collcj^e  at  Quebec  should  be 
dedicated  i)  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for 
the  liigher  branches  of  science  and  learning,  open  to  all 
classes,  and  divested  of  all  S(;etarian  religious  test,  in 
either  its  professors  or  its  students. 

"  The  proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  now  in  ScHsion, 
evince  the  usual  spirit  of  hostility  to  any  beneficial 
change  in  the  laws  affecting  property,  and  the  pro- 
secution of  works  of  public  utility,  which  are  impe- 
ratively c;dled  for,  to  enable  us  to  compete  success- 
fully with  our  rivals  for  the  western  trade.  I^^crio; 
and  wounding  to  our  ifiterests  as  are  the  obatacl'^s 
whicb  a  narrow-minded  and  hateful  policy  ir,  fh 
poses  to  prevent  the  marcb  of  public  prosperity,  tM 
Associtition  more  deeply  regret  tliat  no  h()p«j  of 
speedy  amelioration  can  be  discerned,  except  th  :  •c'l. 
the  interposition  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  or  trom 
a  legislative  union  of  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada.  However,  another  resource  is  yet 
afforded  to  those  of  the  Association  resident  in  the 
County  of  Montreal — namely,  an  annexation  to  Up- 
per Canada,  which  would  free  tliem  from  a  connec- 
tion repulsive  to  their  feelings,  and  destructive  of  tlieir 
interests. 

*'  The  Provincial  Reveime,  mainly  furnished  by  the 
British  and  Irish  population  of  tliis  Province  and  of 
Upper  Canada,  has  been  in  part,  illegally  applied  to 
reward  political  partizans — to  engage  the  service  of 
an  agent,  who  advocates  principles  destructive  of  an 
important  branch  of  our  trade — to  disseminate  false 
and  libellous  attacks  on  our  principles  and  motives 
through  the  British  presss,  and  to  sustain  Journals  in 
this  Province.  Sincerely  does  the  Association  deplore 
that  the  Governor  in.  Chief,  in  obe  iience  to  instruc- 
tions from  Ilis  Majesty's  Tdinisters,  should  have  sane.  ' 
tioued  an  unconstitutional  application  of  the   Provin. 
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cial  Funds  ;  iminful  and  irritating  ns  would,  in  any 
circuniHtances,  have  boon  tliis  infraction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, yet  more  accurately  felt  is  the  wron^',  pro- 
ceeding from  those  who,  we  confidently  exj)eeted, 
would  have  interposed  the  shield  of  Jiritish  justice  for 
the  {)rotection  of  that  structure  reared  by  the  Imperial 
Parlianient  itself. 

"  The  Constitutional  party  in  this  Province  arc 
resolved  to  devote  their  energies  of  the  preservation 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  existing  Consti- 
tution, not  merely  because  of  its  assimilation  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Kingdom — not  merely 
because  the  change  so  ardently  and  pertinaciously 
demanded  by  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly will,  if  cflfectcd,  speedily  sever  the  connection 
with  the  parent  state,  a  connection  which  the  Com- 
mittee maintains  is  beneficial  to  the  colony,  and 
afi'ectionately  appreciated  by  the  bulk  of  the  Associa- 
tion, not  merely  because  the  lamented  ignorance  of 
the  French  Canadian  peasantry  presents  an  insur- 
mountable objection  to  a  further  extension  of  the 
elective  principle,  but  chiefly,  because  the  change 
demanded  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  would  entail 
upon  them  and  upon  their  children,  a  virtual  depriva- 
tion of  tlie  elective  franchise,  an  insupportable  condition 
of  moral  servitude. 

''  The  dishonest  imputation  of  the  French  Canadian 
leaders,  that  the  Association  is  composed  of  anti- 
reformers,  and  supporters  of  official  abuses,  has  been 
for  ever  put  at  rest  by  a  distinct  and  open  avowal 
of  our  principles,  and  the  true  character  of  the 
struggle  as  between  i'eudalism  and  rational  liberty — 
domination  and  equal  rights — French  Canadian  na- 
tionalite  and  the  spirit  of  universal  liberty ,is  known  and 
appreciated  throughout  North  America. 

''The  peculiar  position  of  the  men  of  British  and 
Irish  origin,  though  surrounded  by  difficulties,  muat 
not  give  rise  to   despondency.     A   confident  reliance 
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upon  the  justico  of  tlicir  c.iusc,  .'iiid  tlio  oiiorujies  of 
the  race  to  wliich  thoy  bclonu*,  must  animate  thorn 
to  resistance  against  opprcs-ion,  and  will  yet  crown 
their  oflTorts  with  success.  IJut,  watclif'uincss  and 
action  are  rerjuired,  and  a  more  intimate  coiniexion  with 
their  brethren  throuf2;hont  this  I*rovince  and  in  l^ppcr 
Canada ;  to  etlect  which  im]»ortant  o})ject,  thoy  earnestly 
recommend  that  delegates  from  all  tlio  constitutional 
societies  in  this  Province  assemble  in  Congress,  to  deli- 
berate upon  our  situation,  and  to  devise  the  best  and 
speediest  means  of  political  emancipation  ;  and  consider- 
ing the  identity  of  interests  between  the  inhabitants  of 
Upper  Canada  and  the  constitutionalists  of  this  Province, 
that  urgent  representations  be  made 'to  them,  by  means 
of  deputies  or  otherwise,  for  that  aid  which  will  acceler- 
ate the  overthrow  of  a  hateful  domination. 

"  All  which  is,  nevertholoss,  respectfully  submitted. 

"  II.  Dyer, 
"Chairman,  General  Conunittee.' 


Montreal,  Docember  5th,  1835. 

The  foUowinp:  Resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Meeting  > 
Moved  by  Adam  Ferrie,  seconded  by  James  Brown — 
1.  Resolved,  That  the  Report  now   rend  be  received   and 
adopted  by  l-hig  Association. 

Moved  by  John  Boston,  seconded  by  Henry  Corse — 
J.  Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
at  the  meeting  of  the  (Jeneral  Committee,  held  on  the  28th 
November  last,  for  the  jturpose  of  altering  and  amending  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  ot  this  Association  as  now  read,  be  re- 
ceived and  adopted. 

Moved  by  T.  A.  Hegly,  seconded  by  Jv  hn  Jones. 

3.  That  this  Association  do  now  proceed  in  conformity  to 
the  Rules  and  Regulations,  to  the  election  of  a  Geue.al  Com- 
mittee for  the  ensuing  year. 

Moved  by  J.  Holmes  seconded  by  J.  Shrimpton— - 

4.  Resolved- -That  the  threatening  aspect  of  public  affairs 
in  this  Province,  leaves  the  enlightened  and  independent,  of 
whatever  origin,  among  the  population,  no  alternative  be- 
tween vigorous  action  and  humble  submission,  and  as  the 
latter  is  not  to  be  thought  of,  that  means  to  insure  greater 
efficiencies  of  action  be  taken,  and  that  it  be  an  instruction  to 
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Thiswah  t'ollowed  up,  in  January,  by  an  Acl<lrcssfroni 
tlie  same  body  :  — 

"  TO    THE    INHABITANTS    Ot     URITISIl    AMERICA. 

"  Feli-ow  Countrymen, — Wlicn  an  uiJustrious 
population,  after  years  of  sutterin^,  are  aroused  to  a  sense 
of  danjj^er,  by  renewed  attaeks  upon  their  rights  and 
liberties,  an  appeal  to  those  of  kindred  blood,  animated 
by  the  same  spirit,  and  allied  by  a  eoniniunion  of  inter- 
ests, can  exeite  no  surprise,  and  rc(ju'r<'s  no  justifieation. 

'*  Loni^  and  patiently  have  the  population  of  JJritish 
and  Irish  descent  in  Lower  Canada  ejidured  evils  of 
no  ordinary  deseription,    rel^nj:,'  on    tlie    interposition 

the  Executive  CommijLtce  to  adoi^t  such  rueugures  as  they  mhy 
deem  tit,  lor  the  nssemblingin  Congress,  at  some  central  jioint 
deputies  from  the  various  Constitutional  Societies  m  this  Pro- 
vince: and  from  our  fellow-subjectB  in  the  Sister  Colonies. 
Moved  by  H.  AuUljo,  seconded  by  J,  P.  Sexton — 
5.  Resolved,  That  the  assumption  by  Louis  Josej>h  Papineau 
of  the  character  of  a  representative  of  the  West  Ward  of  the 
city  of  Montreal,  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  this  land  ;  and  is  a 
gross  violation  of  the  electors  of  that  Ward  ;  and  that  such 
assumption  is  the  more  strongly  to  be  denounced  as  proceed- 
ing from  an  indiviilual  whose  aVowed  principles  are  directly 
hostile  to  the  political  and  commercial  interests  of  Ills  Majes- 
ty's subjects  in  this  Province  of  British  and  Irish  origin,  and 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  prosperity,  not  only  of  Lower 
Canada,  but  of  all  the  British  possessions  in  North  America. 
Moved  by  H.  Griffin,  seconded  by  John  Molson,  Jun. — 
G.  Resolved,  That  this  Association  view  with  surprise  the 
manifest  opposition  by  the  popular  branch  of  the  Lt  gislature 
of  this  Province,  against  every  advance  made  by  individuals 
calculated  for  the  improvement  of  the  Province,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  District  of  Montreal.     In  the  present  Session,  we 
have  already  witnessed  the  extraordinary  inconsistency  of  the 
Speaker  and  his  followers,  exercised  expressly  to  defeat  the 
Railroad  application  for  this  I>i-trict,  by  which  a  barrier  is  in- 
tentionally erected  to  the  erap>yment  of  emigrants,  forcing 
them  to  the  necessity  of  seeking  a  home  elsewhere,  and  where- 
by these  Provinces  would  mainly  be  enabled  to  compete  with 
the  rapid  strides  making  by  our  neighbors,  which    ere  long, 
(unless   counteracted  by  the   march  of  improvement  on  our 
part)  must  prove  ruinous  to  ourselves  individually,  acd  to  our 
rising  commercial  interests. 


the 
Iture 
uals 
licu- 
1,  we 
the 
the 
Is  in- 
Icing 
lere- 
with 
long, 
our 
our 


263 


oi'  tlie  luiporial  (Jovonnnont  lor  R'li(!f';  dti'i'ivod  in 
the  fondly  cIu'ImsIumI  tru>;t.  tlioy  arc  iniiiclli  <1  to  sook, 
from  tlioir  owii  I'luM'j^ics,  tl»;it  ]>r(itoction  which  has 
been  witlihcld  by  \hv  [Htwcv  on  who.^^e  justice  they  re- 
posed. 

"For  hair  a  century  tlioy  liave  been  sul)jccted  to 
the  domination  of  a  ]>.irty,  whose  policy  ha.s  been  to 
retain  the  distin<;uishinu'  attributes  of  a  foreign  race, 
and  to  erusli  in  others  that  spirit  of  enterprise  which 
they  are  unable  or  unwillint^  to  emulate.  During 
that  period,  a  population  ue.scended  from  the  same 
stock  with  ourselves,  have  covered  a  continent  with 
the  smiling  monuments  of  their  ajj;ricultur;il  industry; 
Upper  Canada  and  the  I'liitcd  States  bear  ample 
testimony  of  the  Uoodtide  of  prosperity,  the  result  of 
unresisted  enterprise  and  of  e(]uital)le  laws,  which 
has  rewarded  their  efforts.  Lower  Canada,  where 
another  race  predominates,  presents  a  solitary  ex- 
ception to  tliis  general  march  of  improvement.  There, 
surrounded  hy  forests  inviting  the  industry  of  man, 
and  offering  a  ricli  reward  to  his  labour,  an  illiterate 
people,  opposed  to  improvements,  have  compressed 
their  growing  muubers  almost  within  tlie  boundaries 
of  the  original  settlements,  and  present  in  their  laws, 
their  mode  of  agriculture,  and  peculiar  customs,  a 
not  unfaithful  picture  of  France  in  tlie  seventeenth 
century.  There  also  may  be  witnessed  the  liumiliat- 
ing  spectacle  of  a  rural  j)0})ulation  not  unfre((uently  ne- 
cessitated to  implore  eleemosynary  relief  from  the  Le- 
gislature of  tl'c  country. 

''It  were  .ncredible  to  suppose  that  a  minority, 
constituting  nearly  one-third  of  the  entire  popidatiou, 
imbued  with  the  same  ardour  for  improvement  that 
honorably  distinguishes  their  race  througliout  the 
North  American  continent,  and  possessing  the  un- 
disputed control  of  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
colony,  would  resign  themselves  to  the  benumbing 
sway  of  a  majority   differing  from  them  so  essentially 
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on  all  impovtant  points,  wliilst  any  mode  of  deliver- 
ance wns  open  to  tbcir  choice.  Nor  would  supine- 
ness  or  indifference  on  tncir  pnrt,  produce  a  corres- 
ponding change  in  their  opponents,  or  mitigate  the 
relcntloiss  persecution  with  which  they  have  hecn 
visited.  The  deep  rooted  ho;-tility  excited  by  the 
French  leaders  against  those  of  different  origin,  whicli 
has  lead  to  the  perpetration  of  outrages  on  persons  and 
property,  and  destroyed  confidence  in  juries  who 
have  been  taught  to  regard  us  as  their  foes,  has  ex- 
tended its  pernicious  influence  beyond  the  limits  of 
Lower  Canada.  Upper  Canada,  ro[)ulsed  in  her  en- 
deavours to  open  a  direct  channel  of  communication 
to  the  se;i,  has  been  driven  to  cultivate  commercial 
relations  with  the  United  States,  whose  policy  is  more 
congenial  with  her  own.  Nova  tScotia  and  New 
Brunswick  will  learn,  with  indignant  surprise,  that 
the  destruction  of  their  most  impc^rtant  interests  is 
countenanced  and  supported  by  the  iVssenibly  of 
this  Province. 

"  A  French  majority  in  one  Province  has  caused 
these  accunnilaied  evils — a  livHi<h  majority  in  the 
United  Provinces  will  compel  their  removal. 

''  If  it  be  the  desire  of  the  French  Canr.dians  to 
isolate  themselves  from  the  other  subjects  of  the  Em- 
pire, by  cherishing  the  language  and  manners  of  a 
country  which  stands  to  them  in  the  relation  of  a 
foreign  power,  the  effects  of  such  a  prejudice  will 
chiefly  be  felt  by  themselves,  and  may  be  left  for 
correction  to  the  liand  of  time  ;  but  when  national 
feeling  is  exhausted  in  an  active  opposition  to  the 
general  interests  of  the  British  American  Provinces, 
when  immigration  is  checked,  the  settlement  of  the 
country  retarded,  and  the  interests  of  commerce  sac- 
rificed, to  the  visionary  schemes  of  e^tab'ishing  a 
French  power ;  it  becomes  the  solemn  duty  of  the 
entire  British  popuhilion  to  resist  proceedings  so 
pregnant  with    evil.     Let  it  not  be  said  that  a  million 
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of  freemen  pennitted  tlieir  rights  to  be  iuv.ulcd,  and 
their  onward  course  irn])oded,  by  a  fiction  wliich  al- 
ready recoils  in  al.-irni  from  the  contest  it  lias  r;ishly  pro- 
voked. 

"  Connected  as  arc  the  Trovinces  of  British  America 
by  a  chain  of  Uivcrs  and  Lakc^,  at^brdiiijj;  the  means 
of  creatinii;  nn  uninterrupted  water  oonnnunication 
between  tlieir  extremities,  at  a  small  expense;  pos- 
sessinii"  within  themselves  the  elements  of  all  exten- 
sive  trade  by  the  interchange  of  those  products  which 
are  peculiar  to  each,  nnd  forming;  parts  of  the  same 
Empire,  they  have  the  undoubted  right  to  require 
that  these  advantages  shall  not  be  sacrificed  by  the 
inertness  or  the  mistaken  policy  of  any  one  state; 
more  especidly  when,  as  in  the  case  of  Lower  Cunada, 
that  state,  from  geographical  position,  exercise-"  a  pre- 
ponderating influcrice  on  the  prosperity  of  all. 

"  The  facts  which  have  been  made  public  in  two 
Addresses,  emanating  from  the  Association,  conclu- 
sively establish,  the  want  of  education  among  the 
Erench  population,  their  subserviency  to  their  politi- 
cal leaders,  and  the  hostility  of  those  leaders  to  the  po- 
pulation ol' British  and  Irish  descent.  Many  addition- 
al illustrations  of  their  hostile  policy  might  be  adduced. 

"  At  a  time  when  men  of  all  political  parties  in 
the  Sister  Province  are  united  in  opposing  the  con- 
templated change  in  the  timber  duties,  the  Asaeinl)ly 
of  this  Province,  far  from  lending  tlieir  assistance, 
have  countenanced  the  attack,  by  recognizing  as  their 
Agent  in  England,  an  individual  who  is  distinguished 
Jby  his  advocacy  of  the  Baltic  interests,  and  his  active 
opposition  to  the  Colonial  trade.  To  aid  in  the  prose- 
cution of  this  design,  tliey  have  not  scrupled  to  ap- 
propriate a  part  of  the  Provincial  funds,  (obtained 
under  the  pretext  of  defraying  their  contingent  ex- 
penses.) to  reward  their  Agent,  and  to  circulate 
tlirough  the  British  press,  statements  that  are  calcu- 
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lated  to  mislead  the  public  uiiiid ;  thus  t]:;ratifying 
their  national  animosity,  by  lending  a  willing  aid  to 
ruin  the  shipping  and  mercantile  interests  of  the 
British  American  Provinces,  and  ])reventing  the  influx 
of  immigrants  from  the  British  Isles,  who  are  brought 
to  the  (Colonies,  at  a  trifling  cost,  by  the  vessels  engag- 
ed in  the  timber  trade. 

'^  Upper  Canada  is  honorably  distinguished  for 
works  completed  and  in  progress,  remarkable  for 
their  magnitude  and  for  the  extensiveness  of  their 
destined  utility.  The  St.  Lawrence  canal,  at  this 
moment  in  active  progress,  will  complete  an  uninter- 
rupted navigation  for  vessels  of  considerable  burden 
from  the  upj)er  Lakes  to  the  line  dividing  tliat  Pro- 
vince from  Lower  Canada ;  but  at  that  point,  the 
spirit  of  English  enterprize.  encounters  the  influence 
of  French  domination ;  tlie  vast  designs  of  rendering 
the  remotest  of  the  inland  seas  accessible  to  vessels 
from  the  ocean  is  there  frustrated  by  the  anti-com- 
mercial policy  of  the  French  leaders  ;  we  look  in  vain 
to  their  proceedings  for  any  manifestation  of  a  desire 
to  co-operate  in  the  great  work  of  public  improve- 
ment, which  animates,  as  with  one  spirit,  the  entire 
North  American  population  of  British  descent;  nor 
is  their  adverse  disposition  less  visible*  in  their  oppo- 
sition to  other  important  designs  ;  they  either  refuse 
to  grant  charters  to  carry  into  effect  works  of  acknow- 
ledged public  utility,  or,  when  after  repeated  and 
earnest  applications,  charters  are  obtained,  they  are 
clogged  with  restrictions  of  an  unusual  character,  iu 
the  hope  of  rendering  them  inoperative.  • 

"  In  all  new  countries  the  deficiency  of  capital 
proves  a  serious  impediment  to  the  exertions  of  the 
enterprising  and  industrious,  and  it  would  be  amonj 
the  first  duties  of  a  ,r'ise  Legislature  to  invite  the  in- 
troduction of  foreign  capital,  by  the  adoption  of  an 
equitable  system  of  law,  that  would  inspire  confidence 
in  personal  and   landed  securities.     Li  Lower  Canada, 
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from  the  absence  of  offices  for  the  rep,istration  of  real 
estate,  and  from  the  system  of  secret  and  general 
mortgages,  not  only  is  foreign  capital  excluded,  but 
the  Colony  is  impoverished  by  the  withdrawal  of 
funds  for  profitable  and  secure  investment  in  other 
countries.  In  tracing  the  motive  of  resistance  to  a 
measure  that  more  than  any  other  would  advance 
the  public  welfare,  wc  again  encounter  the  pernicious 
influence  of  French  exclusiveness.  A  general  dis- 
trust of  the  titles  and  securities  of  landed  estate  is 
suffere„-  to  exist,  in  order  to  prevent  the  acquisition 
of  real  property  by  emigrants  from   the  British  Isles. 

^'  This  spirit  of  exclusiveness,  which  betrays  itself 
in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Asseuibly,  disfigures 
even  those  measures  which,  it  might  reasonably  be 
expected,  would  inspire  sentiments  of  a  more  lofty 
and  generous  nature.  Although  the  British  Act  of 
the  14th  Geo.  Ill,  which  confirmed  the  right  of  the 
French  Clergy  to  tithes,  declared,  most  probably  for 
that  very  reason,  that  the  religious  connnunities  should 
not  hold  estates.  They  continue  in  the  undisturbed 
possession  of  tracts  of  land,  exceeding  fifteen  hundred 
square  miles  in  extent,  besides  possessing  property 
of  great  value  in  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  elsewhere. 
In  addition  to  the  revenues*  deriv(>fl  from  these  pos- 
sessions, the  Assembly  annually  appropriate  large 
sums  of  money  out  of  the  Provincial  revenues  for  the 
support  of  those  communities,  and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  institutions  rigidly  and  exclusively  French, 
whilst  to  other  institutions  on  a  liberal  foundation, 
affording  relief  to  all,  without  distinction  of  origin  or 
creed,  a  fair  participation  of  legislative  aid  has  beeu 
refused. 

"  It  is,  to  "the  great  body  of  the  people'  thus  char- 
acterised, that  His  Excellency  the  Farl  of  Uosford, 
the  llepresentative  of  a  British  King,  and  the  head  of 
the  Conimissiou  deputed  to  en(juirc  into  our  com- 
plaints, has  declared  that  all  future  appinntments  to 
office  shall  be  made  acceptable. 
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"  A  Lrpfislativc  Council  constituted  on  such  a  prin- 
ciple, would  oc  hut  a  counterpart  of  the  Assembly ; 
it  nii<^lit,  and  no  doubt  would,  iclicve  the  Executive 
from  the  odium  of  sanctioninji;  the  illoLial  appropria- 
tion of  a  part  of  the  Provincial  revtmues,  by  the  mere 
vote  of  the  Assembly  ;  but  it  would  not  prevent  the 
same  misiipplication  of  the  public  funds  beinij;  effected 
by  bill,  which  is  now  accomplished  by  an  Address  to 
the  he;id  of  the  administration. 

"  A  Government  thus  conducted  would  inrl'eit  all 
ittle  to  our  contidence,  would  be  r(!<^arded  but  as  an 
instrument  to  secure  the  domination  of  a  party,  and 
the  brief  period  of  its  duration  would  be  marked  by 
scenes  of  outr<i«^c,  and  by  difficulties  of  no  ordinary 
description. 

"  The  French  leaders,  if  we  arc  to  credit  their 
reiterated  assertions,  entertain  an  attachnjcnt  so  deep, 
so  absorbing;,  for  elective  institutions,  that  they  would 
at  once  confer  that  important  privile(]^e  to  its  fullest 
extent,  with'out  reference  to  previous  habits,  educa- 
tion, or  political  dissentions.  How  much  of  this  ar- 
dour may  have  been  called  forth  by  a  desire  to  estab- 
lish French  ascendency,  and  to  depnss  l^ritish  in- 
terests, may  fairly  be  deduced  from  a  revi.  v,  of  tlieir 
past  proccodin<i;s.  Without  dis'^.'ssin^'  Hic  i  uestion 
of  elective  institutions,  which,  it  is  obvious,  cannot 
be  introduced  to  the  extent  demanded  by  the  Asi.>cin- 
bly,  under  the  existing  political  relations  of  the 
colony,  which  relations  we  yre  resolute  to  maintain, 
we  distinctly  aver,  that  we  are  not  influenced  by  idle 
apprehensions  of  a  Government  of  the  people  and  for 
the  people  ;  but  it  must  be  emphatici'.ly  a  Govern- 
ment of  '  tie  people,'  truly  represented,  and  not  a 
French  faction ;  the  Government  of  an  educated  and 
indepe', :d(.nt  race,  attached  to  the  principles  of  civil 
and  religi'Mis  liberty,  and  not  that  of  an  uninformed 
population,  strv'inu;  for  domination,  and  seeking  to 
perpetuat '  tn  /...neri'^a,  the  institutions  of  feudal 
Europ- 
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''To  the  people  of  tlie  Sister  Colonies  we  iipieil, 
earnestly  reeonmiemlini:;  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  assembling  at  some  eentral  point,  a  Congrens  of 
Deputies  from  all  the  Provinres  of  British  North 
Ameriea.  A  British  Amerieiui  Congress,  possessing 
strength  fr'»in  union,  an<l  wisdom  from  eounvsol,  by 
the  irresistible  weight  of  its  moral  iniluence,  would 
supersede  those  other  remeditd  m(iasures  vviri(di  are 
the  last  resouree  of  an  insulted  and  oppressed  com- 
munity. On  it  would  devolve  tiie  solenm  duty 
calndy  to  deliberate  on  all  matters  a  fleeting  the;  com- 
mon weal,  and  firndy  to  resist  all  attempts  to  ii  '-ade 
the  rights,  or  impair  the  interests  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. 

"In  submitting  a  brief  recapitulation  ol'  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Constitutional  Association,  it  may  not  be 
misplaced  to  offer  a  few  observations  explanatory  of 
the  position  of  parties  in  Lower  Canada,  and  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  British  population  towards  their  fel- 
low-subjects of  French  origin. 

"  The  moral  guilt  of  exciting  natioihd  liostility  un- 
doubtedly rests  with  the  French  leaders,  who  alone 
benefit  by  the  distracted  state  of  the  country;  but 
the  facility  with  which  the  French  peasantry  have 
received  these  impressions,  and  the  unanimity  with 
which  they  support  the  aggressive  policy  of  thei 
leaders,  render  them,  although  less  culpaV)le,  \ 
equally  the  determined  opponents  of  our  rights  ami 
liberties.  Unhappily  their  want  of  education  prevc  s 
a  direct  appeal  being  made,  through  the  preas.  to 
their  judgment ;  but  those  of  their  countrymen  ..o 
are  not  blinded  by  the  infatuation  of  party,  who 
possess  education  to  comprehend,  and  opportunity  to 
make  known,  the  sentiments  of  the  British  popula- 
tion, nuiy  be  led  to  reflect  upon  the  conse(juences 
that  must  result  from  their  present  delusion.  Should 
the  admonition  be  disregarded,  on  them  let  the  responsi 
bility  rest. 

"  The    Province    of    Lower    Canada,    whether    re 
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gardcd  as  a  part  of  the  Britisli  Empire  or  of  the  great 
North  American  family,  is  evidently  destined  to  re- 
cc've  the  impress  of  national  character  from  those 
States  by  which  she  is  surrounded.  An  obstinate 
rejection  of  all  measures,  having  for  their  aim  the 
gradual  removal  of  those  peculiarities  which  distin- 
guish the  population  of  French  origin,  may  retard,  for 
a  time,  an  inevitable  event,  but  will  certainly  hasten 
the  introduction  of  changes  of  a  more  abrupt  and  decisive 
character. 

"  A  dispassionate  examination  of  the  changes  re- 
quired by  the  British  population,  will  satisfy  all  un- 
prejudiced men,  that  they  are  adapted  to  the  general 
interests  of  society,  are  liberal  and  comprehensive  in 
their  character,   and   unconnected    with   party  objects. 

*'  To  relieve  landed  estate  from  the  servitudes  and 
exactions  of  feudal  law. 

"  To  introduce  Registry  Offices  and  put  an  end  to 
the  iniijuitou.s  frauds  that  grow  out  of  the  present 
system. 

*'  To  promote  works  of  public    improvement. 

*'  To   encourage  agriculture   and    protect  commerce. 

^'  To  recognize  an  equality  of  rights  among  all 
classes . 

*'  To  resist  the  douiination  of  sect  or  party,  and  to 
establish  a  general  system  of  education,  divested  of 
sectarian  tests. 

''  These  are  our  objects  and  our  demands ;  they 
are  based  on  truth,  are  essential  to  national  prosperity 
and  to  individual  security  ;  they  admit  of  no  comprom- 
ise, and  from  them  we  will  not  recede. 

^'  The  threatening  aspect  of  the  times  demands 
action  ;  neutrality,  the  usual  resource  of  ordinary 
minds,  will  not  be  attended  by  an  immunity  from 
danger;  it  must  remain  with  the  population  of  French 
origin  to  decide,  whether,  by  continuing  to  support 
the  leaders  they  have  hitherto  selected,  they  are  to 
be  regarded  as  hostile  to  our  just  claims,  or,  by 
uniting   with  their    fellow-subjects   of   British  origin, 
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they  will  compel  the  introduction  of  salutary  refornifl, 
consin^n  to  their  native  insit!;niticance  the  few  indivi- 
duals who  alone  profit  by  the  present  system  of  mis- 
rule, and  by  repudiating  ancient  prejudices  and  exclu- 
sive preten  sionn,  place  themsel 'cs  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  age. 

"  To  us,  it  is  in  one  respect,  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence what  their  decision  may  be.  The  princip'es  we 
espouse  are  identified  with  the  happiness  of  the 
human  race ;  they  have  taken  root  with  our  language 
in  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  wherever  that  langu- 
age is  spoken,  there  shall  we  meet  encouragement,  and 
thence  shall  wc  derive  force. 

"  Although  Lower  Canada  presents  the  strange 
spectacle  of  a  British  Government  bestowing  its  con- 
fidence on  men  who  have  openly  avowed  their  hos- 
tility to  JMigland,  and  tlieir  desire  to  effect  a  separa- 
tion from  the  Empire  ;  although  by  the  contrivance 
of  that  Government,  the  Provincial  funds  have  been 
illegally  applied  to  reward  French  a;^itators,  to  sup- 
port French  journals,  and  i-o  pay  French  agents;  yet 
do  we  feel  the  proud  conviction  that  the  energies  of 
Britons  will  rise  superior  to  the  emergency,  and  that 
despite  an  unnatural  coalition,  the  banners  of  our 
country  will  continue  to  wave  over  a  British  Pro- 
vince. 

"  The  voice  of  supplication  has  been  unheeded 
amidst  the  insolent  clamours  of  faction.  United 
British  America,  assuming  an  attidue  alike  removed 
from  menace  or  from  fear,  will  proclaim  her  wrongs, 
assert  her  rights,  and  claim  from  tlie  Imperial  Par- 
liament that  interposition,  which  shall  remove  exist- 
ing grounds  of  complaint,  and  carry  with  ii  a  sufficient 
guarant'  i   against  future  aggressions. 

"  By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Montreal  Constitutional  Association. 

"  VViLLiAM  UoRERTSoN,  Chairman 
'  J.  Guthrie  8(hitt,  8ecretary. 
Montreal,  January,  1830." 


a 


i 

I 


I  ■ 


!:■     il'i 


Pi 

:» 

! 

\ 

i 

'» 

1 

Ik 

272 


Contcinporjinoonsly  witli  the  above  apjic;  re  1  also 
the  I'oHovving  ivjK)rtor''  The  Quebec  Co!istitutiona^  As- 
sociation," as  I'ltllovvs  :  — 

"  'J'hc  Executive  Comuiittec  of  the  Q»ie])ec  Consti- 
tutional Association,  to  ^vhonl  was  referred,  on  the 
28th  November  hist,  the  resolution  of  the  General 
Mcotin«^  of  the  members  of  the  Association,  and 
sijirners  of  the  petitions  presented  to  His  Majesty  and 
both  Touses  of  l^irlianient,  for  the  purpose  of  report- 
ini^'  resolutions  on  the  jirc-cnt  state  (»f  public  affairs, 
as  regards    the  complaints   contained   in  said  petitions, 

'•  R  E  r  o  R  T  : 

"■  That  at  a  inciting  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
held  on  the  10th  December  last,  Messrs.  Aylwin, 
Duval,  Neilson,  Demberton  and  h'tuart  were  appointed 
a  Sub-Cunnnittee  on  tlie  said  resolutions. 

"  On  the  22nd  J)ecember,  a  draft  of  a  proposed 
Report  was  read  at  a  meetinii;  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,  and  left  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of 
tlie  members,  but  not  reported  till  the  fith  instant, 
at  a  meeting  specially  called  to  take  the  Report  into 
consideration.  The  meeting,  after  receiving,  reading 
and  discussing  the  Report,  adjourned  to  the  follow- 
ing day,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  ordered  all  the  mem- 
bers to  be  again  notified  of  the  adjournment. 

''  At  tliis  meeting,  the  Report  and  resolutions, 
with  some  amendments,  were  finally  agreed  to,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  distributed,  and  a 
general  meeting  of  the  Association  and  Signers  of 
the  petitions  to  be  called  for  Thursday,  the  2 1st  instant, 
to  whicli  meeting  the  said  Report  and  resolutions,  as 
subjohicd,  are  now  respectfully  submitted. 

*' A.  Stuart,  Chairman. 

*'  T.  C.  Aylwin,  Acting  Secretary. 

"  Committee  Rooms,  No.   13,  St.  Lewis  Street. 
"  The  Sub-Counnittee   to    whom  was    referred    the 
resolve  of   the   general  meeting  of  the  Quebec  Con- 
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stitntionnl  AsMOciatum  and  the  si;j;nors  of  the  peti- 
tions to  llis  Majesty  and  both  Houses  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  prayiniij  for  justice,  and  protection  in 
their  riu;hts  as  British  snhjeots  ;  \vhieh  resolve,  dated 
28th  NovembiU-  last,  rtMjuested  tlu;  Executive  Com- 
mittee •  to  prepare  Uesolutions  on  the  pnvsent  state 
of  public  affairs,  as  regards  the  complaints  contained 
in  tlicir  petitions,' 
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Rl^PORT : 


"  That  they  have  bestowed  on  the  said  reference 
that  serious  consideration  which  is  due  from  all  those 
entrusted  by  their  fellow-citizens  with  the  perform- 
ance of  a  public  duty,  but  more  particularly  when 
their  rights  and  liberties  are  concerned,  and  they 
have  made  a  constitutional  appeal  to  the  supreme  au- 
thorities of  the  Empire  for  justice. 

"  The  complaints  of  the  IVtitioners  as  set  forth  in 
their  petitions,   are  : — 

*'  1st. — That  they  are  deprived  of  a  fair  and  equit- 
able representation  in  the  Provin(;ial  Assembly  : 

"  2nd. — That  the  powers  of  the  Assembly,  under 
the  Act  of  the  British  Parliament,  by  which  it  is 
constituted,  as  one  of  the  three  branches  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislature,  have  been  exercised  to  the  injury 
of  the  Petitioners,  and  the  disturbance  of  the  (piiet  and 
prosperity  of  the  Province : 

"  3rd — That  the  increased  powers  improvidently 
conceded  to  the  Assembly  by  the  British  Parliament 
have  been  abused,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  subvert- 
ina;  the  Constitution  of  the  Govermnent  as  established 
by  the  said  Act,  and  for  the  subjugation  of  the  Peti- 
tioners to  '  arbitrary  rule  and  control,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  ?i  majority  acting  and  held  together 
under    the  impulses    of  national   prejudices    and  I'eel- 
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"4th, — That   in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of 
the    Assend)ly  in    furtherance   of  the  said    ends,  the 
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proiKUty  ot*  tlie  PctitioncrH  and  tlic  rewards  of  labor 
and  industry  have  diminished  in  value  by  the  de- 
crease of  puldic  confidence  in  tlieir  security,  and  the 
continuance  of  various  abus(>s,  while  funds  derived 
from  permanent  taxes,  levied  for  tlu^  public  uses,  as 
may  be  directed  by  l:iw,  are  p'cdti^od  by  the  Assembly 
in  furtherance  of  their  aforesaid  cmls  : 

"  r)th. — That  the  Judues  are  held  in  a  state  of  an- 
nual dejK'udence,  on  the  Assendily  for  their  subsist- 
ence, while  the  AdniinistraMon  of  Justice  and  the 
Judiciary  system,  as  rejiulated  in  171M<,  is  become 
insufficient,  and  in  many  cases  entailing  ruinous  ex- 
penses, ajnounting  to  a  denial  of  justice  : 

'' Gth. — 1'hat  His  Majesty's  Kxecutive  Council  for 
the  affairs  of  the  ]*rovince,  botli  as  res}>ccts  the 
number  and  composition  of  its  members,  is  inefficient 
for  the  pui'poses  of  its  institution  : 

"  7th. — That  proper  regulations  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed ])y  the  Crown  in  liie  exercise  of  its  prerogative  of 
calling  to  seats  in  the  Legislative  Council,  so  as  to  en- 
sure the  selection  of  fully  (jualified  persons. 

'•  The  Sub-Committee  have  not  been  able  to  dis- 
cover that  any  relief  has  beci;  afforded  to  the  Tetitioners 
on  any  of  the  Ibregoing  heads  of  complaint. 

**  A  Commission  has  indeed  been  apjjointed  by  His 
Majesty,  to  inquire  into  allegrd  grievances  in  the 
admini.stration  of  the  local  Government,  and  this  in- 
quiry endjraces  the  complaints  of  the  Petitioners. 
The  Commission,  consisting  of  three  persons,  arrived  at. 
Quebec,  the  23rd  August  last. 

'^  On  the  9th  of  October,  the  Executive  Committee 
applied  to  the  Commission,  through  its  Secretary, 
expressing  tlieir  readiness  to  support  the  petitions  to 
His  Majesty  and  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  The 
resolutions  of  the  Committee  and  answer  of  the  Com- 
missioners, dated  12th  October,  have  been  published, 
and  may  be  referred  to.  On  the  15th  December 
instant,    a    letter   from    the    Secretary   was   received, 
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statin*!;  tlio  rcrdincss  of  the  (V)Tmnissi()ncrs  to  receive 
iiitonuatiou,  and  listeii  to  represtMitatious  on  the  part 
ol' tlie  Association,  wliicli  lias  led  to  the  first  examin- 
ation of  two  dcpntations  of  tiie  Kxecutive  Cununittee  ou 
tlie  23rd  instant. 

"  With  the  measure  of  sendinjz:  out  a  Commission 
of  cn<jniry,  was  connected  a  chant^e  of  the  person 
entrusted  by  His  Majesty  with  the  chief  Government  of 
the  Province!  and  tlie  new  (Jovernor  was  placed  at  tlie 
head  of  tlic  C«»nnnissi()n, 

''  The  speecli  delivered  by  His  Excelleiu-y  at  tlie 
opening  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  on  tlie  27th  of 
October  last,  may  be  referred  to,  as  indicatin;:;  the  views 
of  the  British  (jovernment  ou  the  state  of  allairs  in  this 
Province. 

"  This  speoeli  affords  sufficient  evidence  that  tlie 
King's  Ministers  were  dcssirous  of  conciliating  the 
majority  of  the  House  of  Assend)ly  and  its  leaders 
upon  whose  conduct  is  founded  the  five  first  and  prin- 
cipal he'cids  of  complaint  on  the  ])urt  of  the  I'etitioacrs 
as  before  stated. 

''  The  only  concession  to  the  Assend-ly  aimounced 
in  this  speech,  beyond  those  contained  in  the  despatch 
of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonial  Department,  dated  7th  July,  1831,  which, 
being  in  answer  to  an  Address  of  the  Assend>ly  of  the 
IGth  March,  1831,  was  laid  before  that  body  on  the 
18th  November  followini:;,  seems  to  be,  the  surrender 
of  all  the  net  proceeds  of  the  revenue  of  the  Crown 
arising  *  from  any  sources  iu  the  l^rovincc ;'  on  con- 
dition that  the  management  of  these  sources  of 
revenue  should  be  '  reserved  to  officers  of  the  Crown, 
and  that  a  provision  should  be  made  for  the  support  of 
the  Executive  Government,  and  for  the  salaries  of  the 
Judges,  by  an  adec^uate  Civil  List.' 

"  The  manner  iu  which  this  new  concession  may 
affect  the  Petitioners,  through  the  power  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,    in  which  they   are  not  represented,  will 
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depend  greatly  on  the  c()n<Htions  whicli  may  be  an- 
nexed to  tlie  proposed  surrender.  On  this  subject  it 
is  stated  in  tlje  speech,  that  tlie  (^imniissioners  are  to 
enquire  and  report  to  His  ^Majesty's  (Government, 
and  His  Kxcellency  expresses  a  Ijope  that  he  will  be 
able  t^  submit  to  tlie  Assembly  '  propf»sals  in  a  session 
to  be  holden  in  tlic  ensuinji;  year.' 

'*  The  Sub-Committee  besj;  leave  to  observe  that  it 
would  appear  from  declaration.^,  several  times  re- 
peated, in  the  speech,  that  it  is  not  intended  to  con- 
fine the  duties  of  tlie  Conmiissioners  to  mere  en({uiry  ; 
but  that  they  are  to  come  to  '  impartial  and  well 
weighed  conclusions,'  wliich  they  '  will  state  with  an 
earnestness  of  purpose,  calculated  to  give  additional 
force  to  the  authority  which  they  ought  to  derive 
from  having  been  deemed  worthy  so  grave  a  charge,' 

"  The  declaration  contained  in  the  speech  against 
incompatible  offices,  is,  in  part,  conformable  to  a 
bill  p{i,ss(d  by  both  Houses  of  the  Provincial  Ijcgisla- 
ture,  and  reserved  for  the  signification  of  His  Majes- 
ty's pleasure  thereon.  The  declaration  seems  to 
have  been  acted  upon  in  respect  to  certain  officers 
having  seats  in  the  Executive  Council.  Three  of  the 
four  acting  Executive  Councillors,  resident  at  Que- 
bec, are  stated  to  have  expressed  a  wish  to  resign  their 
seats  in  that  body.  This  result  is  tantamount  to  its 
annihilation.  Indeed,  it  is  generally  understood  that 
this  body  had  iong  ceased  to  act  as  the  advisers  of 
the  Governors  in  matters  of  state.  The  object  of  the 
Petitioners,  in  respect  to  the  Executive  Council  can, 
however,  only  be  attained  by  its  being  re-constituted, 
so  as  to  form  a  body  of  able  and  well-informed  indi- 
viduals, aiding  by  i.s  local  knowledge  and  advice,  the 
Executive  authority,  and  thereby  enabling  it  to  proceed 
wiih  'sound  discretion,  uniformity,  consistency  and 
system.' 

'*  While  His  Excellency  repeats  the  disclaimer 
contiiined  in  the  despatch  of  7th  July,  1S81,  on  the 
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part  of  His  Majesty  and  tlio  liritisli  people,  of  all 
distinctions  from  ditterencc  of  national  oriirin  in  the 
exercise  of  tlie  lioyal  prero<;ative  of  apj)ointin<ij  to 
office  in  the  Province,  he  distinctly  acknowled<z;es 
the  existence  of  two  parties  therein,  based  on  these 
distinctions.  It  is  to  this  source  that  the  petitioners 
trace  their  ])rincipal  complaints.  It  is  against  the 
fi^raspinc;  and  insatiable  ureediness  and  ambition  of 
the  leaders  of  the  party  of  French  ori<;in  in  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  on  their  spirit  of  unjust  domination 
over  those  of  different  national  oriirins,  so  repeatedly 
excniplitied  in  their  acts  and  })ublic  de  larations 
that  the  petitioners  have  been  conipelled  to  appeal 
to  their  Sovereign  for  })rotection,  and  to  co-o[)erate 
in  the  support  of  their  rights  and  liberties. 

"  It  would  be  a  subject  of  sincere  congratulation 
to  the  Sub-Oounnittee  could  tlicy  perceive  that  this 
spirit  is  abated  :  that  whatever  may  be  the  national 
peculiarities  ot  language,  religion  and  usages  among 
His  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  J*rovince,  they  were  all 
fully  sensible  of  their  duty  to  cultivate  peace  and 
good  understanding  with  each  other,  by  mutual  tolera- 
tion, an  inviolable  regard  lor  the  established  rights  of 
all,  and  an  active  co-operation  for  the  common  wel- 
fare. 

''  The  established  Constitution  ought  indeed  to 
promote  such  a  state  of  feeling  and  conduct.  The 
population  of  French  extraction,  forming  a  majority 
of  the  electors,  are  secured  by  it  against  all  changea 
in  their  present  condition,  and  in  the  laws,  in  titu- 
tions  and  usages  peculiar  to  them,' as  no  such  change 
can  be  effected  without  the  consent  of  represer»ta- 
tives  chosen  by  themselves;  and  the  legal  rights, 
liberties  and  privileges  which  are  dear  to  the  popula- 
tion of  other  origins,  camiot  be  subverted  without  the 
consent  of  two  other  branches  of  the  Jjcgislature, 
who  are,  or  ought  to  be,  independent  of  the  represen- 
tative branch. 
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"  Tlu!    Sul)-C<»imirittot'    is,    liowovcr   sorry   to  have 
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state, 
sent  session  of  the  J  louse  of  Assembly,  amidst  pro- 
fessions of  e<|u;il  justice  to  all,  has  sliown,  by  its  acts, 
that  it  contituu's  in  its  disjxisi.ion  to  subjui:;atc  those 
of  all  other  orluius  to  its  mere  will  and  pleasure,  or 
tbit  of  the  distinct  national  origin  U)  Avliich  it  owes 
its  existence.  Not  contented  with  its  former  attacks 
on  the  Constitutional  Act,  to  whicli  it  had  so  often 
and  so  recently  j)rofessed  its  entire  devotion, —  not 
contented  with  haviuij!;  emjiloyed,  for  several  years 
past,  the  increased  power  contided  to  it  })y  the  British 
Goveriunent  and  l*arliament,  on  the  faith  of  these 
protestations,  to  eftect  the  destruction  of  the  Consti- 
tution, the  annihihition  of  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Legislature  and  of  all  etficicnt  executive  authority 
within  the  i'rovince,  derived  from  His  Majesty, — it 
has  now  unetjuivocally  })roclaiined  its  intention  to 
perpetuate  its  exclusive  power  by  the  establishment 
of  a  pretended  pure  Democracy,  derivin<^  its  exist- 
ence ironi  a  majority  of  electors  of  a  particular  na- 
tional origin  oidy,  and  liable  to  no  check  but  the 
will  of  that  majority,  notoriously  influencjd  by  means 
of  excited  national  feelings  and  prejudices. 

"  If  the  Sub-Committee  could  entirely  confide  in 
what  ouglit  to  be  the  result  of  the  declaration  con- 
tained in  His  Excellency's  speech  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  viz. :  '  That  a 
Government  of  which  consistency  and  good  faith  are 
the  main  elements  of  power,  will  not  fail  to  maintain 
the  spirit  of  that  Constitution  which  has  been  long 
held  out  as  a  boon  to  the  natives  of  the  Province  and 
an  inducement  to  the  settlers  who  have  embarked  in 
it  their  enterprise,  their  W3alth,  and  their  hopes  of 
individual  happiness, — the  petitioners  might  pursue 
their  wonted  and  highly  useful  avocations,  in  peace 
and  security,  regardless  of  the  efforts  of  the  turbu- 
lent and  unprincipled   characters  by  whom  they  haye 
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so  lonu  been  di-tmlKMl  ;  })ut  iIk'  ('oinuiittoo  (an not 
perceive,  by  ret'tiviice  to  tlie  conduct  o\'  the  HritiHh 
Governnient  and  I'jiilianient  in  re;j^ard  to  tliis  Pro- 
vince for  several  years  past,  that  cliaructer  of  firni- 
nes8  and  decision  whii-b.  sn])|iorted  by  i^nowUdi^e, 
justice  and  stren,::th,  are  tlie  foundation  and  j)re- 
>M)rver8  of  empire  and  ])»d>lic  stcnrity.  Neither  can 
they  perceive,  in  some  rct'cnt  ])roceedinj:s  of  the 
executive  authoiity  liere,  a  coid'ormity  Nvitii  tlie 
spirit  or  even  the  letter  of  tiie  |{^iti^h  Constitution  a!«d 
the  Act  of  the  Jiritish  I'arlianu'nt  providing  for  the 
better  government  of  tiiis  l*rovince. 

"  The  means  of  more  elfectually  operatintz;  against 
the  petitioners  and  tht;  autiiority  oi"  the  Kmjiire  as 
lawfully  existing  in  this  Province,  have  lately  been 
afforded  to  those  of  wh(»se  atteuijtts  they  have  com- 
plained in  their  humble  petitions  to  11  is  Majesty  and 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  An  amount  e<pial  to 
about  one-lifth  of  the  whole  annual  revenue  of  the 
Province  levied  under  permanent  laws,  paid  in  great 
part  by  the  pi^titioners,  and  despositcd  witli  the  exe- 
cutive authority  to  be  applied  to  the  public  uses  of 
the  Province  '  in  such  nianner  only  as  shall  be  direct- 
ed by  any  law  or  laws  which  may  be  made  by  His 
Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
Assembly  of  the  said  Province,'  (Ftt/e  ^Ic^  Brlllak 
Parliament^  31  Geo.  Ul^  caj),  31,  sec.  47,)  has  been 
yielded  up  to  the  national  majority  before  mentioned 
and  is  now  used,  in  part,  by  its  leaders  and  their 
agents  in  forwarding  its  illegal,  anti-constitutional,  and 
domineering  projects,  both  in  the  Colonies  and  in  Eng- 
land. 

"  The  Sub-Committee  is  sorry  to  liave  to  add,  that 
this  open  disregard  of  the  law  has  been  resorted  to 
by  the  executive  authority  under  a  public  and  mani- 
fest threat,  acted  on  by  the  House  of  Assembly  at  its 
last   bession,  of  not  proceeding  with   the  public  busi- 
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ne^A  uiiloHs  tho  (Jovernor  advanced  to  tliat  bmly  all 
the  money  that  it  chose  to  demand,  to  be  applied  to 
Huch  purposes  as  it  saw  fit;  and  this  after  it  had  pub- 
licly pledir<^d  the  funds  of  the  Provifice  to  illeu^al 
purposes,  and  had  loni^  nei^leeted,  a!id  linally  form- 
ally refused  to  make  <^ood,  aecordino*  to  its  promise, 
advances  formerly  made,  an  amount  of  which,  ex- 
ceeding seventy  rhous.iml  pounds,  still  remains  un- 
c  )vered,  and  has  been  inchnhdin  the  amount  which 
the  (Jovcrnors  are  accused  by  the  Ass  inbly  of  having 
spent  without  authority  of  law. 

"  This  palpable  injustice  and  broach  of  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  Assembly  c.mnot  be  more  offensive  to 
every  upright  and  honorable  njind  than  the  sacrifice 
which  it  implies  of  a  principle  essential  to  tho  exist- 
ence of  free  governnient,  by  those  who  are  the  natu- 
ral guardians  of  the  public  funds,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  be  applied  only  under  the  authority  of  law. 

"  llpon  the  whole  matter  referred,  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee is  of  opinion  that  in  the  present  state  of  pub- 
lic aifairs  as  regards  the  complaints  of  the  petitioners, 
there  is  nothing  that  authorizes  a  relaxation  of  vigil- 
ance ;  but  rather,  while  they  continue  to  respect  and 
bestow  proper  confidence  in  public  authorities  de- 
rived from  11  is  Majesty,  the  petitioners  ought  to  lose 
no  time  in  acting  more  in  concert,  and,  being  thrown 
chiefly  on  their  own  resources,  they  ouglit  to  come 
to  an  understanding  as  to  the  means  which  they  can 
most  eft'ectually  employ  to  maintain  their  rights  as 
British  subjects  under  the  established  Constitution  ; 
thus  asserting  their  claim  to  the  high  character  of 
their  ancestors,  and  of  the  great  majority  of  the  j^o- 
ple  wlio  inhabit  the  northern  parts  of  this  continent. 
For  these  purposes  the  Sub-Committee  conceive  that 
it  would  be  expedient  that  the  petitioners,  through- 
out the  whole  Trovince,  by  means  of  persons  selected 
from  among  themselves,  should  consult  together,  in 
the  view  of  giving  effect  to  their  petitions,  and  en- 
suring  the   permanency  of  their   couuexiou  with  the 
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Mother  Country  under  Const  it  iitioiKil  (loveriunent, 
and  the  general  (|ui<it,  prosperity,  and  ha])]>inesH  of 
tliis  important  part  of  the  Uritish  Nortli  Anieriean  Co- 
lonies. 

*'  The  Suh-Comniittee  most  respeetfully  submit 
the  followinir  Resolutions,  witli  a  vi»>w  to  their  heinG' 
reported  to  a  (Jeneral  .McetijiLf,  sliould  tln'y  he  eoneur- 
ed  in  hy  the  Kxeeutive  Committee:  — 

*'  Ist. — llcsolved  that  tliis  mcetinir  has  .n^en  with 
regret  that  no  remedy  has  hitlu'rto  been  aflorded  to 
the  evils  of  whieh  they  eomplained  in  tlieir  lunnhle 
petitions  to  His  Majesty  and  both  Houses  of  the 
Imperiid  Parliament,  prest^nted  at  the  last  session 
thereof. 

'*  2nd. — That  they  have  seen  with  extreme  regret, 
that  since  the  presenting  of  these  jx^titions  additional 
fhenns  of  injuring  them  have  been  afforded  to  those 
of  whom  they  complained,  and  that  these  means, 
derived  in  great  part  from  tlie  petitioners,  are  now 
avowedly  employed  for  the  purpose  of  subjugating 
the  persons,  property,  and  freedom  of  the  petitioners 
to  the  mere  will  and  pleasure  of  a  power  derived  from 
a  majority  of  one  distinct  portioji  of  the  population 
only,  proclaiming  its  '  French  origin'  by  solenm  re- 
solves of  its  Representatives,  and  manifestly  held  to- 
gether by  feelings  and  prejudices  averse  to  other  ori- 
n^ins,  and  acted  upon  by  ambitious  and  self-interested 
individuals. 

*'  3rd. — That  the  Executive  Committee  be  re- 
quested to  take  measures  with  a  view  to  the  assem- 
bling of  a  ^Select  General  Committee  of  the  petitioners, 
at  some  place  to  be  agreed  upon,  to  consult  on  such 
ulterior  measures  as  may  then  seem  most.advisable  to 
the  said  General  Committee,  in  support  of  their  peti- 
tions; and  for  the  security  of  all  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties, civil  and  religious,  which  the  inhabitants  of  all 
classes  and  denominations  in  this  Province  now  enjoy, 
or  of  right  are  entitled  to. 
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"4th. — Tli;it  tlio  s;ii(l  Stlcft  ('oiiiTiiittrc  cons'iHt  of 
one  meiubcr  for  each  (!(iuuty,  (ily,  Town  or  Horou^h 
in  the  Province,  and  that  tiio  persons  so  selected  be  aj- 
n»itte<l  on  pniducin^  suflicient  en  (h'titials. 

*'  5th. — 'iMiat  the  time.  nKxh'  and  places  oi'  sele<tt'.on 
of  the  nienduirs  of  the  G«'neral  Committee  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Executive  Connnittce,  ir»  concert  with 
the  Montrral  Cdmmittce,  and  that  tiie  same  Ix^  publicly 
notified  at  le  ibt  two  muntlis  bcd'ore  the  day  fixed  for 
meeting. 

'' (jth. — That  the  day  and  place  of  me(!ting  of  the 
General  Committee  be  fixed  in  the  same  maimer,  and 
that  at  least  one  montli's  notice  be  given  of  the  time  and 
place  of  meetiiju;. 

"  7th.  —  1'hat  \'ii:ilance  Committees  of  the  peti- 
tioners, to  consist  of  three  residents,  be  appointed  for 
each  Ward  within  the  (,'ity  of  Quebec,  to  receive  sig- 
natures to  the  Declaration,  and  to  enter  in  a  book, 
by  streets,  a  list  of  the  names,  surnanu's,  additions, 
and  residences  of  the  members  and  signers  ol'  the 
petitions  within  each  Ward  ;  tlie  cljairnian  and  mem- 
bers of  which  Committees  shall  respectively  keep  a  copy 
of  such  lists,  and  transmit  a  duplicate  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

"8th. — That  the  unavoidable  disbursements  of  said 
Vigilance  Connuittee  be  allowed  by  the  Executive 
Committee. 

"  9th. — That  th(!  appointment  of  Vigilance  Commit- 
tees, for  like  purposes^  be  recommended  to  the  several 
Branch  Associations,  and  the  petitioners  in  each 
Parish,  Township,  or  detached  (Settlement,  and  that 
the  Committee-men,  and  all  members  and  signers  of 
the  petitions,  keeping  in  view  the  sixth  object  of  the 
Association,  as  expressed  in  its  Declaration,  avoid  all 
national  reflections,  altercations,  or  angry  discussion 
with  those  who  differ  with  them  in  opinion  on  public 
affairs,  or  who  are  of  a  different  national  origin,  but 
extend   to    all   the   inhabitants  of  the  Province   that 
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kindly  fteliiiL'  antl  ♦olcr.itiun  which  thry  claim  tor  tlicm- 
sclvoH. 

''J.  Nkilson,  ('lialnuiin  Sub-Committee. 

"5tli  January,  18:3(5." 

At  a  nioctiiiLT  of  the  Executive  ('omniitteo  of  tlie 
Constitutional  Association  of  Montreal,  hcM  on  the 
27th  Fehniary.  183(3,  the  followinj^  resolutioiiH  were 
adopted  :  — 

"Jies(»lvcd  1. — That  the  views  of  His  Majesty's 
(jrovcrtmu'nt  in  relation  to  the  eon>titutional  (ques- 
tions at  issue  in  this  l*rovincc,  aa  set  forth  in  the  ex- 
tracts from  the  instructions  to  His  Kxcelleney  the 
Earl  of  (Josfonl,  connnunicated  by  the  Jiicutenant 
Governor  of  r[)|»<n*  (';itiada  to  the  Lejj;islaturc  of  that 
Province,  and  the  line  of  policy  prescribed  to  Sir 
Francis  B.  Jlead,  with  respect  to  the  questions  at 
issue  in  Upper  Caiuida,  in  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  ren- 
dered apj)licable  to  this  Province,  arc  calculated,  if  hon- 
estly carried  into  effect,  to  promote  the  cause  of  good 
government. 

"  Resolved  2. — That  Constitutionalists  arc  not  dis- 
posed to  shi(>ld  the  malversations  of  any  individual  in 
office ;  that  they  do  not  sympathize  with  the  hopes 
or  the  fears  of  office  seekers,  and  disapprove  jf  the 
undue  importance  which  has  been  attached  to  this 
subject  by  the  British  press  generally;  and  that  they 
will  rest  satisfied  with  any  appointments  to  office 
which  may  be  made,  provided  the  essential  qualifi- 
cations of  integrity  and  ability  are  properly  consi- 
dered. 

*'  Resolved  3. — That  the  population  of  British  or 
Irish  descent  noticed,  with  a  well  founded  apprehen- 
sion, certain  passages  in  the  opening  speech  of  His 
Excellency  the  Earl  of  Gosford — more  especially,  the 
eulogy  of  a  system  which  has  been  productive  of 
consequences  fatal  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 
colony — which   formed   a  prominent  subject   of  com- 
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plaint  ill  t\\o  jMtitions  to  His  Majc-ity  and  tin;  Tm|>(Ti!il 
ParliaiiuMit,  and  had  Im'oii  rclbrrcd  for  i^v(^sti<:ati(m 
to  tlu!  (yoiiimissioii  of  Kiujuiry  of  which  His  Kxcel- 
lonoy  is  tht;  head  ;  and  tliat  tlio  rcfcnt  niossa«i(!  of  Hin 
KxcciUcnoy  to  tho  AsseniMy,  adlicrinu;  to  every  de- 
claration made  by  him  on  the  tirst  nieetin^i;  of  tho 
Lo^islaturo,  as  eonveyin;:  ''  the  sense  in  which  the 
iiiHtruetion.s  from  His  Majtsty's  (lovernment  are  un- 
derstood 1>y  tliDSo  who  are  to  execute  them,"  cannot 
but  disturb  our  conliiU'iice  in  the  justict;  and  wisdom 
of  those  who  have  departed  from  the  character  of 
impartiality,  so  necessary  to  their  station,  by  avowin<r 
hasty  and  inaccurate  opinions  on  the  matters  sul^niittcd 
to  their  investigation. 

"  llosolved  4. — That  His  Excellency's  admiration 
of  '  the  system,'  haviniij  been  founded  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  '  it  sustained  a  dense  rural  po])ulation 
without  the  existence  of  any  class  of  ]K)or,'  it  mi^ht 
naturally  have  been  cxpectod  that  the  facts  made 
known  in  the  address  of  this  Association,  and  sub- 
stantiated by  the  records  of  the  Provincial  jie<j:islaturc, 
shewing  that  there  is  in  Canada  'a  class  of  poor,'  for 
whose  assistanc.  the  provincial  funds  have  been,  at 
different  period^  lavishly  bestowed,  Avould  have  in- 
duced His  Excellency  to  entertain  doubts  of  the  ex- 
cellence of  *  a  system,'  under  which  the  rural  popu- 
lation have  been  in  many  instances  reduced  to  a  state 
of  pauperism,  unknown  in  other  par*s  of  the  North 
American  continent,  where,  happily  for  the  inhabitants, 
a  different  *  system'  prevails. 

"Resolved  5. — That  'the  systom,'  which  it  has 
pleased  His  Excellency  to  declare,  '  there  is  no 
thought  of  endeavoring  to  break  up,'  consists  in  the 
setting  apart  one-seventh  of  the  township  lands  for 
the  supiwrt  of  a  Protestant  Clergy ;  in  holding  in 
mortmain  a  large  extent  of  seigniorial  lands ;  in  the 
establishment  and  support  of  French  colleges  of  a 
rigidly  exclusive  character;  in  a  code  of  law,  imposing 
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a  tax  of  oi^ht  and  one-third  por  cent  on  every  Halo  of 
landed  estate;  in  the  nbsonce  of  re;zi>'try  ofTiccs, 
thereby  cre.itin;^  n  general  distrust  in  tlie  titles  and 
Hccurities  of  land  ;  and  in  variouH  other  ev»ls,  afTcet- 
inji;  the  daily  transactions  of  lift' ;  deprossinj;  industry 
and  enterprise  ;  encouraging  and  j)n)tceting  fraud  ; 
disturbing  the  peace  of  society,  and  preparing  nien'a 
minds  for  any,  and  every  eiTort,  to  work  out  their  de- 
liverance. 

•*  Resolved  6. — That  tliis  (^^nnnittei^  deem  it  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  declare,  that  theie  is  not  the 
slightest  foundation  for  the  assertion  so  frecjuently 
made  by  the  French  leaders,  that  the  system  of  law 
in  force  in  tliis  Province,  was  guaranteed  and  eon- 
tirmed  to  the  Frenc.i  population  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  the  articles  of  capitulation  and  treaty  of 
ceasi(m ;  they  further  d(.'clare,  that  the  existence  of 
that  system  is  a  manifest  violation  of  1 1  is  Majesty's. 
l*roclunation  in  17GJ,  inviting  immigrants  from  the 
British  Isles  to  make  Canada  their  home,  and  guaran- 
teeing to  them  a  system  of  law  in  accordance  with 
their  previous  habits,  and  with  the  spirit  of  free  insti- 
tutions to  which  they  had  been  accustomed ;  that  this 
state  of  things,  so  derogatory  to  British  justice,  is 
solely  maintained  by  the  intervention  of  Imperial 
power;  and  that  the  colonists  of  British  and  Irish 
descent,  if  unrestrained  by  other  tii's,  would  speedily 
devise  the  means  of  emancipating  themselves  from 
the  galling  o)>prc>sion  to  which  they  are  subjected  by 
the  persecuting  spirit  and  exclusive'  pretensions  of  their 
French  opponent-*. 

''  llesolved  7. — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, it  would  be  impolitic  and  unwise  for  the 
Constitutional  party  to  bjstow  its  confidence  or  sup- 
port on  His  Kxcellency  the  Governor  in  Chief,  so 
long  as  his  present  line  of  policy  is  adhered  to  ;  or  to 
identify  itself  with  any  of  the  great  political  parties 
in  England  ;  and  that  the  only   prudent  or  safe  course, 
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in  Ui(!  prcn'iit  Ht:i(e  of  ;in';iirM,  CJnicistw  in  firmly  und 
enrrj;ctic:illy  injiintnitiintr  tlio  (t]ij"t'tH  jind  d(!iiiundH 
rocnpitulatcd  in  the  ro|Mat.s  inn\  iidilroscs  of  this  Ahso- 
ciation. 

"  Kcsolvcd  8. — 'I'liat  tlio  lii^li  (bfrrcc  nf  prosjcrify 
which  HpiKM'  (\in;i(hi  h;is  attriincd,  and  the  (•oitipara- 
tivc  traiHjnilily  y\\v  oiijoys,  when  cont ranted  with  the 
condition  of  this  Provincr,  e(»n<;lusiv<ly  (•^•tahli^h  the 
fact,  tliat  other  and  more  exciting  ransos  cxiht,  to 
di.slurh  the  peace  of  tl'is  community,  than  the  u;;ita- 
tion  of  tlio^e  eonstitntiiMial  qnestions  <'<.ninion  to  both 
Provinces;  that  the.^<!  causes  have  been  cU^arly  de- 
fined and  set  forth  in  the  a(hlre.sses  of  tliis  Associa- 
tion ;  and  tliat  tlie  opjiositi^n  of  tlie  French  j).irty  to 
the  8ahitary  reforms  di'manded  in  those  acUlresses,  is  the 
f];reat  cause  ol'  tlie  dissensions  which  disturb  tlic  peace 
of  society  in  this  I*rovinee. 

*'  llesolved  0. — 'fhat  tlie  seUlsli,  illiberal,  and  anti- 
connncrcial  policy  of  the  French  leaders,  and  the 
inertness  of  tlie  J'^rencli  popuhition,  by  withholding 
co-operation  in  works  of  internal  improvement,  have 
led  our  brethren  of  Tpper  Canada  to  look  abroad  for 
those  facilities  which  are  denied  in  tlie  natural  chan- 
nel for  their  trade, — tlie  Saint  Lawrence  : — That  this 
Association  ai^ain  expresses  the  earnest  hope,  that  a 
wise  policy  will  repair  the  error  connnitted  in  dividing 
the  former  Province  of  Quebec,  and,  by  uniting, 
what  should  never  have  been  disjoined,  confer  pros- 
perity on  this  V*rovinee,  and  firndy  ally  the  interests  of 
both. 

"  Resolved  10. — That  the  project  of  annexing  the 
County  of  Vaudreuil  and  the  Island  of  Montreal  to 
Upper  Canada,  would  meet  with  the  unqualified  ap- 
probation of  this  Association,  and  Avould  be  hailed  as 
a  boon  only  secondary  to  the  union  of  the  two  Pro- 
vinces. 

*' Kesolved  11. — That  this  Association  disclaims 
any  control  over  the  newspaper  press  of  this  city,  and 
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U)  it)  iu>  res|K!i't  diar^rjiltl**  witli  tlio  u|)iiii<iii  it  pro- 
Iliul^ulf;8 ;  tli.it  tluM  aiihoiiiu-euH  lit  Ih  drfriKMl  iu'(h>h- 
8nry,  to  nn^voiit  miscuiicoptiotiM,  t<^  oonwt  errors, 
arul  to  ^ivc  iissur.ince  ol' iiu  umlfviiitlni;  adhorence  to 
tho  principles  eiuiiiciated  in  t)ie  varioun  uddrosse:* 
and  reports  (if  tliis  Association. 

"  Kisolvcd     IvJ  -Tliat     these     Iv'solations  be    pnh- 
lislied  in  the  Journals  ol'  this  city. 

"  Hy  ('rdor  of  the   Kxecutivo  Connnittw, 

"J.  Gt^rilliiic  ^coTT,  Secretary. 

Another  meeting  <»(*  the  Quebec  Constitutional 
Association  took  place  on  the  1  lib  Marcli,  at  whicli 
the  f'ollowijii;  were  submitted  and  approved: — 

"The  Sub  C\>ninii(t«'c'  njipointed  by  u  llesolve  of  tlie 
Executive  Coinmittie  of  the  2nd  Manli  instant, 
ta  consider  tlu^  present  state  of  public  allairs  in 
the  colony,  at*  connected  with  tlie  olyects  of  the 
Association,    and    to    lleport    if     it    be    expedient    or 


necessary     to     adopt 
relation  thereto. 


a!iy,     and    whit     measures. 


in 


•'  R  E  P  o  II  T  : 

•'*  That  the  sub-Conuuittec!  liave  thou;^}it  it  proper 
to  confine  tlu«ir  iiuniirics  into  the  state  of  public 
uflfairs  as  afl'ectin<i;  the  objects  of  the  Association,  and 
of  the  Petitioners,  to  the  principal  events  and  pro- 
ccedin;;s  which  have  taken  place  since  the  Report 
submitted  to  the  (Jcueral  Meeting  of  the  2  Ist  January 
last. 

''  The  tlien  state  of  ailairs  as  aireetiti}^  the  aforesaid 
objects,  is  detailed  in  the  lleport  made  to  the  General 
Annual  Meetin*!;  of  the  28th  November,  and  in  the 
said  Keport  of  the  21  St  January. 

''  The  subsequent  events  and  proceed inpjs  which 
have  a  material  bearing  on  the  prospects  of  the  peti- 
tioners, are : 

"  Ist  The  continued    co-operatiou  of  a  majority   in 
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the  House  of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada,  in  the  views 
and  objects  entertained  by  the  leaders  of  the  majority 
of  French  origin  in  Lower  Canada. 

"  2nd.  The  declarations  on  tlie  part  of  His  Majes- 
ty's Government,  contained  in  that  piirt  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  17th  of  July,  1835,  to  the  Royal  Coramis- 
fiioncrs  sent  to  this  Province. 

"  3rd.  The  recent  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  more  pirticularly  the  refusal  to  vote 
the  iirrears  due  for  the  last  three  years,  for  the  support 
of  the  civil  ji;overnmcnt,  and  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  this  Province. 

"  4th.  The  proceedings  of  Constitutional  meetings 
of  the  Pctitioiicrs  throutrhout  the  Province. 

"  Your  Committee  are  aware,  that  for  some  years 
prist  there  h;is  been  an  active  communication  be- 
tween some  of  the  lending  members  of  the  Upper 
Canada  and  Lower  Canada  Houses  of  Assembly,  par- 
ticularly since  the  general  election  of  1834.  It  has 
been  endeavoured  to  extend  thc^e  communications 
to  all  the  North  American,  colonies,  by  means  of  hired 
agents,  recently  paid  out  of  monies  advanced  for  the 
contingencies  of  the  Lower  Canada  Assembly,  resi- 
dent in  London,  and  no  pains  have  been  spared  by 
these  agents  to  produce  a  combined  action  in  all  the 
Provinces",  to  enable  the  leading  members  of  the 
Assemblies  to  remove  all  checks  to  their  arbitrary 
and  exclusive  control  within  the  colonics,  and  to 
repudiate  the  just,  necessary,  and  lawful  authority  of 
the  King,  which  is  indispcnsoblc  to  the  connection 
of  the  colonies  with  the  Empire,  and  for  ensuring 
peace  and  justice,  and  equal  protection  to  all  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  residing  in  the  said  colonics,  or  resorting 
thereto. 

"  It  is  only  in  Upper  Canada  that  this  combination 
has  hitherto  obtained  any  decided  success ;  and  in 
that  Province  it  only  became  apparent  at  the  session 
of   the  Assembly,   last   spring,  more    by  the  manage- 
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ment  of  tho:<e  coaiicctel  with  the  Lower  Cana<la 
leaders,  than  by  anyexpre  scd  declari.ticn  of  tl  c  Upper 
Canada  Assembly. 

"  At  the  session  of  the  Upjer  Canada  Le<: islature, 
which  opened  on  the  13th  January  last,  the  co- 
operation before  referred  to  became  decided.  It  will 
be  recollected  that,  shortly  after  the  opening  of  the 
Lower  Canada  A.«.<cnibly,  on  the  27th  October  last, 
and  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  session  in  Upper 
Canada,  two  persons  intimately  connected  with  the 
Upper  Canada  leaders,  visited  Quebec,  and  had  frequent 
coniniunications  with  the  leading  ni«imbers  of  the  Lower 
Canada  Assembly,  when  the  course  to  be  followed  in 
Upper  Canada  was  probably  sct'Jed. 

"  This  co-operation  of  the  leaders  in  tlic  Assem- 
blies in  the  two  Provinces,  for  objects  which  evi- 
dently have  a  tendency  to  the  attainment  of  power 
and  emolumeut  for  themselves  and  associates,  has 
been  promoted  by  the  indecision  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment during  several  years,  on  the  attempts  made 
in  Lower  Canada  to  ob*^ain  from  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, the  subversion  of  the  established  Constitution, 
which  is  the  same  in  both  Provinces,  by  the  abuses 
which  had  grown  up  in  some  departments  of  the 
Local  Government,  and  by  the  encouragement  of 
final  success  held  out  to  the  parties  in  liower  Canada, 
by  their  hired  agents  and  others,  in  England.  There 
is,  however,  reason  to  believe,  that  the  majority  of 
the  ir.habitants  of  T'^ppcr  Canada,  sincerely  attached 
to  the  countries  of  their  birth,  or  of  their  ancestors, 
and  satisfied  with  the  liberal  views  of  the  British 
Government  as  again  made  public,  will  repudiate  the 
unnatural  connection  into  which  some  of  their  repre- 
sentatives have  entered,  and  discountenance  the  en- 
croachments on  the  authority  of  His  Majesty  and  the 
British  Empire,  which  originated  not  with  the  peop'e 
of  Lower  Canada,  but  v,itb  a  few  leaders  in  the  House 
of  Assembly. 
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"  Your  Coninuttoe  have  seen,  with  pleasure^  the 
declarations  of  His  Majesty's  Govcrnii.ent  contained 
in  the  despatch  of  the  17th  July  hist,  forming  in- 
Ktructions  to  tho  Koyal  Coiuniissioners  appointed  for 
this  Province,  as  communicated  to  the  Le^j^isluture  of 
IJpi^r  Canada,  by  the  recently  apjointed  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  that  I'rovincc. 

"  This  despat<jh  puts  beyond  a  douljt  the  favorable 
decision  of  His  Majesty's  ministers  on  the  following  ob- 
jects, pr-iycd  for  by  the  petitioners  for  whom  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Association  has  acted  : 

"  In.     The  independence  of  the  Judges. 

"  2o.     A  Tribunal  for  the  trial  of  Impeachments. 

"  3o.  No  modification  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  excepting  such  as  may  be 
'  founded  on  the  principles,  and  conceived  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitutional  statute  now  in  force.' 

'•  4e,.  The  establishment  of  some  adequate  secu- 
rity against  the  evils  wliich  have  resulted  from  the  abu- 
sive exercise  of  the  powers  confided  to  the  Assembly 
over  the  .public  revenues. 

"  5o.  The  retention  in  tho  hands  of  the  Crown,  of 
the  exclusive  man.igemeut  and  disposal  of  the  waste 
lands. 

"  These,  indeed,  embrace  t!  o  principal  objects 
prayed  for  by  the  petitioners,  excepting  a  better 
composition  of  the  Executive  Council — security  for 
the  appointment  of  tit  persons  as  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council — a  reform  in  the  system  of  Judi- 
cature, and  the  administration  of  Justice,  and  a  fair  dis- 
tribution of  the  representation  throughout  the  Province, 
concerning  all  which  the  views  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment have  not  yet  been  made  public. 

"  Since  the  Report  of  the  21st  January,  the  House 
of  Assembly  of  this  Province  has  been  actively  engag- 
ed in  the  most  extraordinary  line  of  proceeding  ever 
adopted  in  a  British  Province,  professing  allegiance  to 
the  King. 
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"It  has  refused  or  neglected,  for  several  years 
|>a9t,  to  provide  a  tribunal  lor  the  trial  of  inipeach- 
tnents.  In  the  02  Resolutions  of  the  21st  February, 
1834',  which  it  has  confirmed  at  every  session  since, 
it  declared  '  His  Majesty's  officers,  both  civil  and 
military,  a  combined  faction,  induced  by  interest 
alone  to  contend  for  the  support  of  a  Government 
inimical  to  the  rights,  and  opposed  to  the  wishes  of 
the  people.'  (Vide  liOth  and  31st  Resolutions.)  That 
157  of  the  officers  of  the  civil  government  were 
'  apparently  of  British  or  foreign  origin,'  and  only 
47  of  *  French  origin  ;'  and  that  of  the  Judges  in  the 
three  great  Districts,  only  one  in  each  was  of  '  French 
origin.'  (Vide  75th  and  76th  Resolutions.)  At  this 
session  it  has  commenced  or  renewed  accusations 
against  four  of  the  seven  Judges  of  '  British  origin,' 
and  against  two  members  of  the  Legislative  (Council 
holding  offices  under  the  Crown,  two  Sheriffs,  one 
Coroner,  one  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  and  several  others, 
examining  such  witnesses,  and  calling  for  such  docu- 
ments as  the  accusers  chose  to  briu''  forward  before 
Committees  named  by  the  x\sscmbly,  without  any 
one  on  the  part  of  the  accused  to  cross-examine  such 
witnesses,  or  call  other  witnesses,  or  evidence ;  and 
without  hearing  the  parties,  the  Assembly,  after  the 
most  violent  appeals  to  passion  and  prejudice  from 
some  of  its  members,  has  pronounced  all  those  wliose 
cases  have  heretofore  come  before  it,  guilty,  and  ad- 
dressed the  Governor  for  their  removal  from  office. 

"  It  can  hardly  be  presumed  that  the  Assembly 
itself  expects  that  any  Governor,  commissioned  by 
the  King,  will  comply  with  such  Addres.ses.  Great 
and  certain  evil  is,  however,  effected  by  these  pro- 
ceedings. No  administration  of  justice,  no  officer  of 
government,  however  pure,  able  and  faithful,  could 
stand  against  such  a  system  of  public  calumny,  under 
colour  of  judicial  proceedings,  and  the  appearance  of 
a  legal  sanction.     All  these  accusations  are  not  only 
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spread  throughout  the  Province,  and  in  the  adjoin- 
ing colonies  and  country,  in  newsp:iper  reports  of  the 
debates  in  the  Assembly,  but  the  Reports  whereon 
these  Addresses  arc  founded,  are  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  salaried  Agent  of  the  Assembly,  and  his  assist- 
ants in  England,  to  be  used  in  Parliament,  and 
through  the  press,  as  docuiuents  having  a  like  weight, 
and  entitled  to  similar  credit  as  Reports  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 

"  It  matters  little  what  may  bo  the  intentions  of 
the  movers  in  these  proceedings;  the  effect  is  to 
bring,  if  possible,  the  British  Government  and  tlie 
administration  of  justice  in  the  colony  into  contempt ; 
to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  subject  from  His 
Majesty,  weakcp  his  allegiance,  and  undernjine  Bri- 
tish connection,  which  of  late  the  leaders  in  that  body 
have  affected  to  cherish. 

"That  any  government  should  exist  in  a  British 
colony,  which  would  countenance,  or  suffer  such 
proceedings  to  be  perseveringly  resorted  to,  is  indeed 
a  grievance  of  which  every  peacable  and  loyal  sub- 
ject is  justly  entitled  to  complain^  however  desirous 
he  may  be  to  see  abuses  eradicated. 

"  T^'C  effect  on  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
the  due  execution  ef  the  duties  of  public  officers,  is 
peculiarly  alarming.  Reduced  to  a  state  of  extreme 
distress,  from  the  witholdiug  their  just  dues  by  the 
As'sembly,  accusations  publicly  invited,  encouraged 
and  rewarded,  there  are  few  men  who  possess  a  -suf- 
ficient degree  of  mojal  courage  to  resist  the  tempta- 
tion of  yielding  a  corrupt  compliance  to  those  who 
may  be  their  accusers  or  judgen,  in  the  hope  of  escaping 
the  torture  and  ruin  which  has  visited  or  threatened  so 
many  of  their  colleagues. 

*'  On  the  9th  November  last,  His  Excellency  Lord 
Gosford,  Governor  in  Chief,  transmitted  a  message  to 
the  Assembly,  with  a  statement  of  the  arrears  due 
for  the  service  of  the  civil   government  on   the  10th 
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October  preceding,  amounting  to  £135,  617  9^.  lOJ. 
sterling,  expressing  his  confidence  '  That  the  House 
of  Assembly  will  see  the  necessity  of  proceeding, 
without  delay,  to  a  consideration  of  this  part  of  the 
publie  aecounts.*  The  amount  of  the  arrears  in- 
cludes £30,519  ^s.  2d.  sterling,  advanced  from  the 
military  chest  in  payment  of  part  of  these  arrears. 
This  was  followed  the  same  day  by  an  Address  from 
the  Assembly  for  an  advance  of  £22,000,  uoiiiiually 
to  pay  arrears  due,  and  towards  defrayirig  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  tho  House  for  the  present  session, 
£1H,920  of  which  arrears  were  included  in  the 
general  amount  of  the  arrears  above  mentioned  of 
£135,(517  9s.  lOd.  The  whole  amount  prayed  for 
by  the  Assembly,  viz.,  £22,000,  was  advance!  by  His 
Excellency  on  the  11th  November. 

*'  The  general  statement  of  arrears  was  referred  by 
the  Assembly  to  the  i>tanding  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts,  on  tiie  9th  November,  which,  on  the  6th 
January,  reported.  This  Report  was  finally  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  state  of 
the  Province,  for  the  11th  February,  on  which  day 
a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered.  On  the  23rd  of 
February  a  motion  to  vote  the  arrears  was  negatived 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  yeas  31,  nays  42,  and 
the  House  pi-occeded  to  vote  half  a  year's  salary  to 
the  Governor,  Judges  and  Public  OfTicers,  and  De- 
partments. &c.,  from  the  15th  January,  1830,  to  15th 
July,  on  the  estimate  submitted  by  the  Governor  for 
the  year,  from  the  10th  October,  1835,  to  10th  Octo- 
ber, 1836,  leaving  out  several  salaries  heretofore  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Legislature,  and  imposing  conditions  never 
before  so  sanctioned. 

"  With  respect  to  the  arrears,  and  the  supply  for 
the  current  year,  thus  refused  to  be  voted  by  the 
Assembly,  His  Excellency  expresses  himself  in  the 
speech  from  the  Throne  at  the  opening  of  the  session 
on  the  27th   October,  as  follows :   '  I  earnestly  request 
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y6\x  to  piss  such  votes  a^  affect  the  Hquid:ition  of 
tbcs^  arrears,  and  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  servant!^,  pending  the  enquiry  of  the  Commis- 
sioners,  to  which  I  have  alluded.  Should  you  place 
the  government  in  this  position,  I  am  authorized  to 
engage  that  no  part  of  the  surplus  proceeds  of  the 
Crown  revenue,  which  may  accrue,  beyond  the 
charges  to  which  they  are  at  present  permanently 
liablt*,  Hh;dl,  in  the  interval  of  the  (commissioners* 
inquiry,  be  appli(;d  to  any  pnrj)Oso  whatever,  unless, 
with  your  coiisent.'  With  regarded  to  the  £:i0,519 
4s.  2d.,  advanced  from  the  military  chest,  under  the 
sanction  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  to  meet  the 
pressing  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  His  Excel- 
lency says,  '  ilis  Majesty  hopes  that  an  issue  made 
in  reliance  on  the  just  and  liberal  feelings  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  designed  for  no  other  purpo- 
ses, than  to  prevent  a  highly  inconvenient  interruption 
of  the  general  business  of  the  Province,  will  be  cheerful- 
ly paid . ' 

"  After  such  declarations  on  the  part  of  the  Crown, 
and  after  the  reception  they  have  received  on  the 
part  of  the  Assembly,  your  Oommittee  presume  that 
no  British  Ministry  can  be  so  wanting  to  the  dignity 
of  the  Crown  as  to  submit  to  further  humiliation;  and 
that  the  offer  of  giving  up  the  hereditary  revenue  of 
the  Crown  in  this  Province,  in  consideration  of  an 
adequate  civil  list,  must  be  withdrawn,  as  entirely 
hopeless.  The  British  Government  is  indeed  put  to 
the  option  of  abandoning  all  pretensions  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown  to  its  lawful  authority  in  the  Province,  or  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  its  officers,  indispensable  to 
the  administration  of  the  civil  government  within  the 
Province. 

"  The  injustice  and  distress  to  the  parties  imme- 
diately concerned,  the  decrease  of  employment  to  the 
industrious  classes,  from  the  non-payment  of  ad- 
vances,   the   discontinuance  of  public  works  and  im- 
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provomentfl,  tho  want  of  confidonee  and  infe  urity 
resulting  from  tlie  inefficiency  of  government,  occa- 
aionod  by  the  withlioMinj;-  of  the  s.ilaries  of  the 
Judjijos  and  Puhlie  Olhecrs,  as  already  set  forth  in  the 
petitions  presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  nrc  now  increased  and  more  severely 
felt. 

"  This  grievance  is  indeed  hi^come  intolerahle,  nnd 
amounts  alniost  to  the  withdnnval  of  the  King's  protec- 
tion from  his  loyal  suhjectH  in  tlie  colony,  which  is  just- 
ly to  be  depreeuted  by  all,  as  the  forerunner  of  anarchy 
and  bloodshed. 

"  In  this  point  of  view,  increased  watchfulness, 
activity  and  union,  are  more  necessary  than  ever, 
among  all  those  who  are  determined  to  maintain  t'le 
pubiic  peace  and  tlunr  connexion  with  the  countries 
of  their  forefathers,  together  with  that  freedom  and  se- 
curity which  they  have  formerly  enjoyed  in  this  portion 
of  the  King's  doujinions. 

"  It  has  been  v>tli  the  utmost  astonishment  that 
in  a  printed  paper,  purporti?ig  to  be  an  Address  from 
the  lIou«e  of  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada,  to  His 
Majesty,  and  the  two  Houses  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment of  (Ireat  Britain  and  Ireland,  your  Committee 
have  read,  amongst  many  other  false  and  injurious 
assertions,  a  paragraph,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract :  '  We  have  at  least  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
shat  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  of  every  creed, 
and  of  every  origin,  are  satisfied  with  the  share  they 
have  in  the  provincial  representation,  and  that  our 
fellow-subjects,  of  the  less  numerous  origin  in  parti- 
cular acknowledge  the  spirit  of  justice  and  brotherly 
love  with  which  wp  have  endeavoured  to  ensure  to 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  a  participation  in 
its  political  and  natural  advantages.  We  perceive 
in  this  happy  union  another  guarantee  of  good  gov- 
ernment, and  an  antidote  against  the  vicious  policy 
which  it  is  sought  to  support  by  unjust  distinctions.' 
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That  any  number  of  men  should  publicly  as-jerf,  and 
transmit  to  the  lii^hcst  authority  of*  the  Empire, 
allogations  ho  false  and  unfounded,  and  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  pctitiouH  of  twenty  thousand 
men,  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  greatest  number  of 
names  affixed  to  any  petitions  transmitted  from  this 
country  to  Knj';lan(l,  a  number,  in  fact,  representing 
nearly  the  entire  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Pro- 
vince, who  arc  not  of  French  origin,  shews  a  reckless- 
ness of  character,  and  wickedness  of  pur|)osc,  which 
could  hardly  be  believed  to  exist  in  any  country  where 
it  is  not  known  by  melancholy  experience. 

"  The  itii)'ibitants  of  this  Province,  of  every  creed 
and  of  Gvcij  origin,  are  not  eatltjficd  with  the  share 
they  have  in  the  representation ;  those  of  the  less 
numerous  origin,  in  particular,  do  not  acknowledge 
a  spirit  of  justice  and  brotherly  love  on  the  part  of 
the  majority  in  the  House  of  Asseujbly ;  they  deny 
that  this  majority  has  endeavoured  to  secure  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  a  piirticlpation  in  its  poli- 
tical and  natural  advantt^gcs ;  they  have  in  every 
County  of  the  Province,  publicly  proclaimed  these 
truths,  and  every  day's  experience  proves  that  they 
have  no  union  to  cxp^^ct  from  the  leaders  of  the  As- 
sembly, but  an  abject  submission  to  their  will ;  no 
government,  but  that  of  tyranny.  prot;cription  and 
spoliation* 

"If  any  thing  v»ei'e  wanting  to  show  the  spirit  of 
justice  and  brotherly  love  which  these  leaders  en- 
tertain for  their  fellow-subjects,  designated  in  the 
92  resolutions  as  '  of  British  or  foreign  origin,'  it  may 
be  found  in  these  resolutions  themselves,  and  in  the 
address  of  their  principal  autl-ior  to  the  electors  of  the 
West  Ward  of  Montreal,  after  th*e  last  general  elec- 
tion. It  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that,  forming  at 
least  one-fourth  of  the  population  of  the  Province, 
and  contributing  much  more  than  a  proportionate 
share   towards   the    public    burthens,   they   have  only 
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14  members  of  their  choice  out  of  88 ;  and  if  their 
opinion  is  to  be  judged  of  by  the  voto.-*  of  their  repre- 
sentatives, ten  of  the  14  arc  to  be  found  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  French  origin  majority  in  ahnost  every 
division  recorded  in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Assembly.  Every  political  nie;isuro  or  measures  to 
improve  the  natural  advantages  of  the  Province  com- 
ing from  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  *  less 
numerous  origi* ,'  is  voted  down  by  the  majority  of 
French  origin  joined  by  those  members  with  English 
names,  who  are  olected  by  a  French  nir^jority,  and 
hold  their  seats  at  the  nod  of  the  French  leaders. 
In  every  contested  election,  a  reference  to  the  poll- 
books  will  show  how  completely  tl)e  votes  of  the 
'  less  numerous  origin'  have  been  nullified  by  those 
of  the  more  numerous  origin,  and  how  completely 
marked  were  these  distinctions  which  the  loaders  of 
French  origin  had  so  profusely  disseminated  at  the 
public  expense  in  the  92  resolutions.  Mad  there 
been  any  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  French 
leaders,  they  would  not  have  renewed  their  adherence 
to  these  resolutions  at  every  session  since,  and  in  the 
Address  before  alluded  to  ;  had  they  been  disposed  to 
do  justice  to  the  less  numerous  origins,  they  would 
long  ago  have  taken  into  consideration  the  state  of 
the  representation,  and  passed  a  bill  allowing  the 
population  not  of  French  origin  a  representation  of  their 
own  choice,  at  least  proportionate  to  their  whole  popu- 
lation. 

"  Your  Committee  cannot  conceive  a  gi-e.'tt.er  insult  to 
the  victims  of  an  unjust  exercise  of  power  and  jxjlitical 
proscription,  than  to  tcli  them  that  it  proceeds  from  a 
spirit  of  justice  and  brotherly  love. 

"  Your  Committee,  however,  trust  that,  ov  this 
head,  as  well  as  on  others,  the  grie*'ances  conjplained 
of  in  the  petitions  to  the  King  and  Parliament  will 
be  listened  to,  and  that  the  spirit  which,  for  the 
second  time,  has   rt^ected   the  libcr.il  offers  and  con- 
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ciliatory  |Kjlicy  of  the  British  Govcrninerit,  in  pursuit 
of  uncontrolled  pf'wer  over  the  Kin^'n  subjoetH  in  this 
Province,  will  be  fully  appreciated,  and  relief  and  pro- 
tection afl'orded,  especially  if  they  rcnwiin  true  to  them- 
selves, and  do  not  relax  in  their  exertions. 

''  As  connected  with  the  present  state  of  affairs 
and  the  objects  prayed  for,  your  Coniinittce  cannot 
rcfraiu  from  rel'errini;  to  the  intense  anxiety  which 
prevails  among  the  petitioners  for  the  independent 
administration  of  justice,  assailed  as  it  is  by  party 
and  jtrejudico,  and  the  most  unjust  and  sellish  i'eel- 
in;z;s  and  passions,  with  hanlly  any  share  in  the  re- 
presentation ;  with  a  Legislative  Council  threatened 
in  its  independent  existence,  and  but  feeble  in  its 
comi)ositiotj,  an  Executive,  which  has  yielded  to  the 
mandates  ol'  the  Assembly,  the  petitioners  have  no 
adequate  security  i'or  their  liberties,  lives  and  pro- 
perties but  in  the  Courts  of  Justice,  and  if  these 
were  to  become  the  timid  and  corrupt  instruments, 
or  be  iilled  with  the  avowed  partisans  and  co-oj)era- 
tors  of  a  prejudiced  and  vindictive  national  nuijority 
in  the  Assembly,  as  a  late  appointment*  gives  reason 
to  apprehend,  this  coiidi:ion  would  be  past  endurance 
to  men  who  have  been  accustomed  to  value  the  free- 
dom and  security  of  their  Hrilish  ancestors  more  than 
their  lives. 

"  Your  Conindttoo,  since  the  date  of  the  last  lleport 
of  the  21st  January,  have  had  occasion  to  observe, 
with  great  satisfaction,  the  constitutional  meetings 
held  in  the  Counties  of  Beauce,  Megantic,  Drum- 
mond,  Sherbrooke,  8tanstead,  Mississippi,  Beauhar- 
nois  and  the  Two  Mountains,  and  the  Town  of  Three 
Rivers,  and  some  other  places.  Their  resolutions  all 
breathe  a  decided  support  oi'  the  Constitution  and 
Laws,  and  a  firm  determination  to  maintain  their 
allegiance  to  the  Sovereign,  their  connexion  with  the 
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Enijiiro,  ai'.d  their  ri^lits  ns  frocincn.  In  iiiohit  of  the 
places  of  these  luectinj^s  Vi;jil;mec  Coniuiittcc^j  have 
been  iorpu'd  and  the  r('ji;i^'tratioll  connnenced,  and  in 
sonic  of  tlicni,  dck'j^atca  have  been  named  to  tlic  ])r(tjjoH- 
cd  •reneral  nn'ctiri;^. 

"  In  most  of  the  Wards  In  Quebec  the  rc^istrati  n 
has  l)een  promoted  witli  tlie  greatest  zeal  by  the 
Vi^^ihinco  Committees  elected  at  the  ward  nieetinLTs. 
In  one  ward  alone  upwards  of  live  liundred  names 
above  18  ye;irs  of  a<j;e  have  been  enre;^i:.tei,jj^  ynj 
yorr  Conin;ittee  ecnceivc  that  it  is  of  the  hii^hest 
importance,  in  the  present  state  of  aflairs.  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  titneral  meeting  of  the  21st 
January,  sljould  be  carried  into  efleet  in  each  settle- 
ment in  every  County  of  the  Province,  and  the  re<^is- 
tration  of  all  suppcu-ters  of  the  King  and  Constitution, 
completed.  This  is  now  become  indispensable  for 
the  Ecleclion  of  delegates,  truly  expressing  their  senti- 
ments in  the  approaching  general  meeting  on  the  part  of 
the  petitioners  throughout  the  Province. 

"  The  kSub-Committee  nuist  respectfully  report  the 
following  Resolutions  for  the  consideration  of  the  gen- 
eral meeting.     All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

"  7i\w/ted  \st.  That  we  deeply  regret  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada  should  have 
been  led  by  a  combination  of  some  members  (»f  that 
House,  with  certain  leaders  in  Jie  Lower  Canada 
Assembly,  to  co-operate  in  their  unjust,  prejudiced, 
and  oppresisive  views  against  the  populatic  n  of  Lower 
Canada,  which  they  have  qualified  as  of  '  ikitish  or 
Foreign  origin,'  in  the  92  resolutions  of  the  24.th 
February,  1831,  renewed  at  each  session  since  that 
date. 

<<  2  ® .  That  wc  entertain  a  confident  hope  that 
our  brethren  of  Upper  Canada,  true  to  their  Sove- 
reign, atiuched  to  tiie  countries  of  their  forefathers, 
and  satisfied  with  the  just  and  benevolent  views  of 
the   British    Government,    recently  made  public,  will 
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withdraw  tlicir  conrideiicc  from  mon  who  have  thus 
prostituted  their  truHt  an  rcprcanntativcs,  to  enter 
into  combinations  u«^.jinst  the  Constitution  of  the 
Canadafl,  ashy  law  cstjiblislied,  and  aid  in  arresting  tho 
prof^rcHS  of  improvement,  destroyini;  tlio  trade  of  tho 
country,  and  we.ikoniuj^  the  ties  wliicli  eonnect  us  with 
tho  Hriti.sh  Empire. 

**3®.  That  we  feel  grateful  for  the  expression  of 
the  views  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  Kn;»land, 
as  contained  in  the  instructions  to  the  Iloyal  Com- 
missioners, dated  the  17th  July,  18^5,  and  laid  be- 
fore the  Upper  Cannda  Legislature  by  Sir  Francia 
Bond  IFead,  Lieutenant  (Jovernor  of  that  Province. 

"4®.  That  the  recent  proceodini^s  of  the  AsFem- 
bly  of  this  Province,  in  a  session  which  has  now  lasted 
more  than  four  months,  in  occupyin;^  themselves 
with  Bills  lieretofore  deservedly  rejected,  lost  or 
amended  in  the  Lep;islative  Council,  in  the  renewal 
of  laws  expired  by  their  own  desertion  of  their  posts 
at  the  last  .session,  or  in  vain  and  anti-('onstitutional 
projects  and  abortive  measures;  nc<i;Iccting  or  coun- 
teracting beneficial  improvements,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  other  branches  for  the  remedy  of  abuses ;  in 
sprcadinp;  national  prejudices  individual  abuf-e, calumny 
and  ill-will ;  and  in  vindictive,  partial,  and  arbitrary 
proceedings  against  judges  and  public  ofiicors ;  in  the 
refusal  of  the  just  dues  retained  from  the  judges  and 
public  officers  and  departments  ibr  several  years  past, 
and  in  tlu)  lavish  and  unchecked  expenditure  of  public 
money,  have  given  additional  proofs  of  the  truth  of  the 
complaints  contained  in  our  petitions  to  His  Majesty 
and  both  IIoufcs  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  now 
ground  for  claiming  effectual  and  immediate  relief  from 
our  present  sufferings. 

"  5  °.  That  the  following  paragraph,  among  others 
of  alike  character,  contained  in  a  printed  paper,  pub- 
lished by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly  and  addressed 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  viz.:  '  We  have  at  least 
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the  flJitiflfiiction  of  8Ci;ing  that  tlic  inliahitunts  of  this 
Province,  of  every  crwd  and  of  every  origin,  are 
satisfied  with  the  nhare  they  have  in  the  I*n)vinoial 
representation,  and  that  our  fullow-stihjects  of  the 
less  numerous  origin,  in  particular,  acknowledge  the 
spirit  of  justice  and  brotherly  love  with  which  wo 
have  endeavoured  to  ensure  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  a  participiitiou  in  its  political  and  natural 
advantages.  We  perceive  in  this  happy  union  an- 
other guarantee  of  good  government,  and  an  antidote 
against  the  tortucms  policy  whieh  it  is  sought  to  sup- 
port by  unjust  distinctions,' — is  a  daring  violation  of 
truth  against  which  we  now  protest ;  an  insult  to  the 
high  authority  of  the  l^ritish  I  Parliament  and  to  the 
people  of  Great  liritian  and  Ireland,  who  are  thus 
attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  ;  ami,  as  far  as  rcspccta 
at  least  one-fourth  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  whom 
the  said  Assembly  have  qualilied  as  of'  IJritishor  For- 
eign origin,'  adding  insult  to  injury. 

''0°.  That  we  continue  to  urge  on  ITis  Majesty's 
Government,  our  just  riglit  to  a  full  and  fair  reform 
in  the  representation  in  the  Provincial  Assembly, 
from  which,  constituted  as  it  now  is,  we  can  expect 
neither  justice  nor  benefit,  but  unn»ixed  evil  and  injury, 
placing  us,  and  the  niost  industrious  classes  throughout 
the  Province,  in  a  wi)rse  situation  than  if  there  were  uo 
representative  Assembly. 

"7°.  That  we  have  seen  with  great  alarm,  the 
attempts  recently  made  to  extend  to  the  Court  of 
King's  JJonch  and  His  Majesty's  C(mrts  of  Justice 
in  this  Province,  the  spirit  which  has  been  exhibited 
in  the  Committees  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  to 
bring  the  administration  of  justice  more  in  the  de- 
pendency of  that  House,  and  to  a  participation  in  the 
character  and  feelings  of  its  ruling  members. 

"8®.  That  while  we  assert  our  opinions  with  that 
freedom  which  belongs  to  British  subjects,  and  firmly 
maintain  our    Constitutional  rights,  we  will   never  be 
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wanting  in  due  respect  to  the  authorities  derived  from 
our  Sovercin;n  ;  and  we  now  express  our  gratitude  to 
the  Legislative  Councillors,  wiio,  in  discharge  of  their 
obligations  to  the  Crown  and  the  country,  have  sac- 
rificed their  personal  ease  and  interests  in  attending 
during  the  present  prolonged  session  of  the  Provincial 
Legislature,  njaintainiug  the  independence  of  the 
Council,  resisting  encioachnients  on  the  rights  of  the 
subject,  and  su])porting  the  Constitution  as  estab- 
lished by  !aw.  That  we  arc  equally  grateful  to  those 
members  of  the  House  of  Assembly  who*  have  at- 
tended in  their  places  during  the  present  session, 
and  who  have  steadily  divided  against  the  anti- Con- 
stitutional measures  and  proceedings  of  the  '  French 
origin'  majority. 

"9°.  That  we  have  observed  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, the  public  meetings  and  proceedings  of  our 
brethren  in  various  Counties  of  the  Province,  and  in 
the  adjoining  pirts  of  Upper  Canada,  and  we  renew 
our  pledge  of  hearty  co  operation  with  all  of  them 
conformably  to  our  original  declaration  m  support  of 
the  King,  the  Constitution,  and  our  connexion  with 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

*'  10  °  .  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given 
to  the  Vigilance  Committees  of  Quebec,  lor  their 
zealous  and  successful  exertions,  and  we  renew  our 
earnest  solicitations  for  the  formation  of  Vigilance 
Committees  in  every  settlement,  and  a  speedy  and 
general  enregistration  of  all  who  support  ihc  King, 
the  Constitution,  and  British  freedom,  to  tiie  end  that 
they  may  be  prepared,  in  time,  to  select  delegates  to 
the  proposed  general  meeting  for  every  County  in  the 
Province." 
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"  At  a  Special  Moetinjx  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
held  at  the  llooins  of  the  At-sociation,  on  Tuesday, 
the  8th  March,  1836. 

"  A.  Stuart,  K.5((asre,  in  tlio  Chair. 

"  Tlic  foregoing  Report  and  Ilesohitions  were  read, 
and  unaninious^ly  adopted,  and  ordered  to  he  suhniitted 
to  a  general  meeting,  to  he  called  for  Friday  the 
1 1th  instant,  at  the  Albion  Ilotil,  at  aevon  o.clock, 
P.M. 
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"  At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Members  of  the  Que- 
bec Constitutional  Association,  and  the  signers  of  the 
Petitions  to  His  jMajesty  and  both  Houses  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  presented  at  the  last  session, 
called  by  public  advertisement,  and  held  at  the 
Albion  Iloteh  on  Friday  the  11th  March,  1830, 

'•Andrew  Stuart,  Escpiire  Chairman  of  the  Asso" 

elation,  in  the  Chair. 

"  The  chairman  submitted  the  foregoing  Ileport, 
which  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  on  motion  the 
same  was  received  unanimously. 

"  And  on  moticuis  made  and  seconded,  the  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  Committee  were  sep.-irately  con- 
curred in. 

*^  Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Report  and  Iteso- 
lutions  be  published  in  the  Quebec  Gazette  and  Quebec 
Mercury,  under  the  authority  of  the  Association,  and 
authenticated  by  the  signatures  of  the  Chairman  and 
Secretary,  and  that  copies  thereof  be  transmitted  to 
the  Constitutional  Associations  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince,  and  otherwise  ibrwarded  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  deemed  propter  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

"  Andrew  Stuart,  Chairman. 

"  11.  H.  Gairdner,  >ecretary." 
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Sir  John  (^Iboruc,  after  being  relieved  of  the 
goyernment  of  Upper  Canada  by  Sir  F.  B.  Head, 
proceeded  to  Montreal,  which  he  reached  on  the  2nd 
February,  on  his  way  to  England  via  New  York. 
This  gentleman's  arrival  at  Montreal  is  thus  noticed  in 
the  Montreal  Herald,  of  the  3rd  February  : — 

"  Yesterday  evening,  between  four  anti  five  o'clock, 
Sir  John  Colborne,  Lady  Colborne,  family  and  suite, 
arrived  in  this  city.  The  cavalry  troop  was  out  the 
greater  portion  of  the  day,  and  an  innuense  number 
of  carioles  driving  to  and  fro  expecting  their  arrival 
every  moment.  Owing,  however,  to  the  execessive 
cold  and  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  their  arrival, 
the  citizens  were  prevented  from  testifying  their 
respect  and  esteem.  At  every  town  and  village  be- 
tween Toronto  and  thi:?  city,  all  classes  seemed  anxious 
to  testify  their  respect  and  esteem  far  '  the  emigrant's 
friend,"  Sir  John  Colborne.  The  inhabitants  of 
Cornwall  and  its  vicinity,  ever  conspicuous  for  their 
loyalty,  did  not  on  this  occasion  shrink  from  expres- 
sing their  feelings  and  opinions.  On  Saturday  even- 
ing, between  fort»y  and  fifty  carioles  met  Sir  John 
about  twelve  miles  above  that  town  wOien  the  band 
which  accompanied  them  played  the  airs  of  '  God 
Save  the  King,'  '  Rule  Britannia','  and  'See  the  Con- 
quering Hero  Comes.'  Ho-  was  then  escorted  to  the 
hotel,  where  he  reuiaincd  until  Monday  morning,  when 
an  Address,  numerously  signed,  was  presented  to 
him,  to  which  he  returned  such  an  answer  as  might 
have  been  expected  from  such  a  man.  About  the  same 
number  of  carioles  escorted  him  from  C»rn wall,  when 
th>y  were  joined  at  Lancaster  by  as  many  more, 
accompanied  with  banners  and  pipers.  The  Union 
Jack,  that  *  meteor  flag  of  England,'  which  we  hope 
will  long  wave  triumphant  in  Canada,  headed  the 
procession,  and  others,  bearing  such  appropriate 
mottos  as  *  Colborne  and  the  Constitution,'  and  '  The 
Constitution  will  be  upLelJ,'   added   to   the   animation 
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of  the  scone.  The  Highlanders  also  presented  an  Ad- 
dress, to  which  Sir  John  replied.  The  Indians,  at  St. 
Regis,  fired  ofif  a  salute  as  he  passed.  The  whole  proces- 
sion,consiating  ot' about  one  hundred  curioles,  went  so  far 
as  the  Province  line, when  throe  cheers  were  given  for  Sir 
John  and  the  Constitution.  Notwithstanding  the  unfav- 
orable state  of  the  weather,  a  number  of  gentlemen  ac- 
companied Sir  John  from  Corn Wi  11  to  Montreal.  Virtue 
has  indeed  its  own  reward,  and  it  must  be  truly  gratify- 
ing to  the  distinguished  individual  who,  yesterday  arriv- 
ed among  us,  to  receive  expres.sion8  of  feeling  so  well  de- 
served and  so  honorable  to  those  who  have  made  them." 
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Lb  CniEN  d'or. — The  baa  /e/tV^represenlinft  a  golden  dog 
gnawing:  his  bone  over  ihe  front  door  of  the  old  stone  house, 
known  as  *'  Froe  Ma?oii's  Hiill,"  now  in  pait  occupied  by  the 
Post  Uffice,  in  Bnade  Street,  near  the  stcjts,  loading  from  the 
Upper  Town  ihroucrh  Prescot'  Gate  to  ihe  Lower  Town  of 
Quebec,  has  given  rise  to  a  niultitudti  of  fanciful  conjectures 
as  t)  its  origin.  The  house,  it  would  seem,  was  bulk  in  1736, 
by  a  Monsieur  Phililjcrt,  anierchxnt  of  Quebec.  The  inscrip- 
tion under  the  figure  is  in  old,  or  according  to  modern  ortho- 
graphy, bad  French.  Having  very  recently  in3])ected,  I  find 
il  to  be  verba  im  ac  'iteatim  as  follows.  1  have  been  particular 
in  this,  believiMg-  it  of  iniiiortaucc  to  archieoU  gists- 

•'JE  Svis  VN  CniEN  qvi  Rongb  Lo 
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KN    L;'.    KONG  KANT    JK    PUEXD    MON    REP03 
•'  VN    TKMS    VIENDRA    qM    NEST    PAS    VENV 
"  qVE    .IE    MOHDERAY    qVl    MAVRA    MOIiLV. 
17?G.'' 

Various  versions,  all  for  the  most  part  fabulous,  have  been 
given  to  the  world  of  the  origin  of  this  legend,  from  that  of 
Captain  Knox,  who  Avas  in  the  army,  and  present  at  the  con- 
q'lcst  of  Canada,  to  those  of  Messrs.  IJourne,  Hawkins,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Cockburn,  R.  A.,  and  more  recently  a  Canidian  gen- 
tleman, writing  in  French,  under  the  sijirnaiure  A.vS.S.,  (sup- 
posed to  be  the  late  Mr.  Soulard.  an  Advocate  of  this  City,) 
in  "  Lk'Caxadien,"  Lieut.  Col.  Cockburn  te'^.s  the  story  thus: 

"  Pas.=ing  between  the  Post  Oflice  and  the  Book-store  of 
"  Messrs.  Thomis  Gary  Sc  (^o  ,  to  the  Lower  Town,  thestran- 
"  ger  cannot  help  noticing  a  gold  dog  over  the  door  of  the 
■■  latter  eslablishmRnt.  The  following  curious  history  at- 
"  tachvis  to  this  dog.' 

"  The  house  was  built  by  Mens  Philibcrt,  a  merchant,  re- 
"  siding  in  Quebec  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Hig<>t,  the  last  Intendant 
"  under  the  French  Government,  and  whose  draft  upon  the 
"  Treasury  for  the  e.xpenses  of  this  Country  were  so  enormous 
"  that,  one  of  the  Queens  of  that  kingdom  nrchly  inquired — 
"  whether  the  wall  of  Quebec  were  built  of  gold  ?  ihxi  to  re- 
''  turn  to  the  story  of  'he  ch'en  dor,  Mr.  Philibert  and  the  In- 
"  tendant  were  on  bad  terms  ;  but  under  the  system  then  ex* 
"  isting,  the  merchant  knew  that  it  was  in  vain  for  him  to  seek 
i'  redress  i     the  cokmy,  and  determining  at  some  fu'ure  period 
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"  to  prove  liif  coniitlaiiit  in  France,  he  contenhd  himself  with 
"  phicing  the  (igitre  of  u  sleeping  dog  in  front  of  his  lioiise, 
'  with  the  following  lines  beneatli  it,  in  allusion  to  hid  situa- 
"  tion  wiih  his  powerful  enemy.     (As  above  ) 

"  This  allegorical  language  was,  however,  too  plain  for  Mr. 
"  Bigot  to  misunderstand  it.  A  man  so  powerful  easily  foui.d 
"  an  instrument  to  avengo  the  insult, and  Mr  I'hiliheri  receiv- 
"  ed  as  iha  rewaid  of  his  verse,  the  sword  of  nn  oflicer  of  the 
*'  garrison  through  his  b.ick,  when  descendiig  the  Lower 
"  Town  hill. 

"  The  murderer  was  permitted  to  leave  tlic  colony  unmolest- 
"  ed,  and  was  transferred  to  a  legiment  stationed  in  the  East 
*'  Indies.  Tl.ither  he  was  puisued  bv  a  brother  of  the  deceas- 
*'  ed  who  had  first  soup:ht  him  in  Canada,  when  he  arrived  here 
**  to  settle  his  brother's  affairs.  The  parties,  it  is  related,  met 
'*  in  the  public  street  of  I'ondicheny,  drew  their  swords,  and 
"  after  some  conflict  the  assassin  met  a  moie  h'  rrible  fate  than 
•'  his  crime  ieserved,  and  died  by  the  hand  of  his  antagonist." 

Mr.  Hawkins,  in  his  "  Picture  of  Quebec  wilh  Historical  Recol- 
lections'^ gives  the  following  account ;  "  Mr.  Philibert,  who  re- 
'*  sidi'd  in  this  house,  was  a  merchant  of  high  distinction  dur- 
"  ing  the  time  when  .Mr.  B(:s;oii  wasintcnd mt  of  New  France. 
"  The  1  tter  had  formerly  been  a  merchant  of  Bourdeaux,  and 
"  came  to  Quebr-cin  1712.*  DiCTerencts  occurred  between  him 
"and  Mr.  Philibert,  over  whom  superior  interest  and  power 
*'  gave  Mr.  i?i'£^07i  every  advantage.  Unable  t'>  obtain  redress 
"  for  his  injuries  real  or  sujiposerl,  Mr.  Philibert  bitterly,  al- 
''though  covertly,  expressed  his  sentiments  under  the  image  of 
"the  c/iif'n  (Z'or  to  which  he  added  the  following  inscription. i<tc. 

"  Mr.  Bcson,  determined  on  revenge,  and  Mr.  Philibert  des- 
•'  ceiiding  the  Lower  Town  hill,  received  the  sword  of  Mr  de  R. 
•*  a  French  officer  of  the  garrison,  through  the  body.  The  per- 
"  petrator  of  this  murder  made  his  escape,  and  left  the  Pro- 
**  vince,  but  the  crime  was  too  atrocious  to  be  forgiven.  The 
"  brother  of  Mr.  Philibert  came  to  Quebec  to  settle  the  estate, 
"  with  a  full  determination  of  taking  persotiul  vengeance  on 
"  the  assassin.  So  determined  was  lie  to  execute  this  part  of 
"  his  mission,  that,  having  ascertaim  d  that  Ml*.  De  R.  had  gone 
•*  to  the  East  Indies,  he  jiursued  him  thither.  They  met  in  a 
"  street  of  Pondicherry— cng.iged  on  the  spot,  and  iheassassin 
**  fell  mortally  wounded,  under  the  hand  of  th"  avenger,  The 
'• '  Chien  dor'  remains  to  perpetuat  •  this  talc  of  bloodshed  and 
"  retribution." 

A  very  pretty  story,  truly,  of  homicide  and  retribution,  but 
according  to  the  researches  of  my  friend  Mr.  Jacques  Viger, 
(from  whose  manuscript  on  thesubj('ct  I  take  my  information) 

•  Replaced  by  Mr.  Dupuy  in  1720. 
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nearly  altogether  fabulous.  His  inquires  establish  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Nicholas  Jacquin  Philiberi  did,  unhappily,  on  the  2l8t 
January,  1748,  die  of  asw.ord  wound  he  had  received  in  a  sud- 
den quarrel  the  previous  day  at  the  hand  of  a  Mr.  Pierre,  J.B. 
P.  X.  Legardeur  de  Repent-gny,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  French 
amoy,  born  at  Montreal  24  May,  1719,  and  son  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Le- 
gardeur de  Repentignv,  who  died  therein  1741  ;  but  that  with 
this  quarrel  and  homicide,  neither  Mr.  Begon,  who  left  the 
country  in  l72f>,  nor  Mr.  Bigot,  who  did  not  come  to  it  before 
September,  1 843,  had,  nor  possibly  could  have  anything  to  do. 
The  cause  of  quarrel  and  whole  matter,  are  clearly  and  satis- 
factorily explained  by  Mr.  Viger  through  official  and  incontes- 
tibl6  documents,  and  jud.cial  records  still  extant,  and  that 
prove  the  story  in  so  fir  as  Mr.  Bepfon  and  Mr  Bigot  are  con- 
cerned to  be  absolutely  a  fable,  and  wholly  vithout  foundation . 

The  Regiisiers  of  the  Parish  of  Quebec,  according  to  Mr.  Vi- 
ger, prove  that  the  family  of  Legardeur  de  Reptniigny  were  in 
tha  countiy  so  early  as  1G37  ;  and  ihose  of  the  Superior  Coun- 
cil in  Irke  manner  prove  that  the  first  Mayor  of  Quebec  was  a 
Mr.  J.  B.  Legardeur  de  Repentigny,  elected  to  that  post  by  an 
assembly  of  citizens,  held  7th  October,  I6G3,  before  the  Coun- 
cil, pursuant  to  an  arret  of  that  body  of  the  20ih  September, 
1663,  when  a  Mayor  (Mr.  de  Repenligny)  and  two  Aldtrmen 
(echevlns)  were  chosen  for  Quebec. 

In  the  matter  alluded  to,  there  was,  Mr  V.  observes,  no  as- 
sassination. It  was  an  unfortunate  homicide  arising  out  of  a 
sudden  quarrel  between  Mr.  Philibert  and  Mr.  de  Kepentifi^ny, 
aa  explained  by  authentic  documents  of  r(  cord,  and  still  optn 
to  the  inspection  of  any  one  choosing  to  consult  them.  Mr.  de 
Repentigny  having,  it  appears,  on  the  20ti  January,  1748,  ob- 
tained, as  an  officer  of  the  army,  a  billet  to  be  qunriercd  upon 
Mr.  Fhilibert.  The  latter  waited  upon  him  at  the  lodgings 
where  he  then  was,  in  the  house  of  a  lady  of  the  name  of  La 
Palme,  to  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  him  to  remain  in  his 
lodgings  with  that  lady,  and  to  agree  with  her  for  the  terras 
en  which  she  might  be  willing  to  accommodate  him  Not 
being  able  to  come  to  terms  wuh  her,  he  was  about  leaving 
the  house,  observing  that  he  would  take  steps  to  cause  the 
billet  to  ie  chrtnged.  This  being  overheard  by  de  Repentigny, 
who  It  would  seen  was  standing  by.  be  addressed  Philibirrt  in 
a  tone  to  make  him  understand  that  he  would  not  part  with 
the  lodgings  to  which  his  billet  entitled  him,  adding  that  he 
(Philibert)  was  a  '*  nigaud^  (simpleton)  to  ask  for  an  alterna- 
tion of  it.  This  so  exaspeialed  Philibert,  that  after  using 
much  violent  language  to  de  Repentigny,  he  struck  him  with 
a  walking  stick  he  had  in  his  hand,  whereupon  the  latter  in  a 
transport  of  rage  drew  his  sword  and  rati  Philibert  through 
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the  body,  of  whicli  he  diod  the  following  dny,  "  poiioroii^ly 
forgiving,"  as  the  Parish  Ro^nstt-r  atesld,  Mr.  de  Ko|u  n{ir,aiy, 
the  nnfin-tnnate  act  by  which  he  had  faUcn.  "  Tj.i'  r/iicn  d'ar' 
bears  the  inpcrij)tion  lT3(j.  It  consequently  can  have  no  re- 
ference to  tliii  affair  which  occurred  twelve  years  afterwards. 

Mr.  de  TJepentigny,  immediately  after  this  unhappy  occur- 
rence, withdrew  himself  from  <i>uebec,  going  overland,  in  the 
winter seascn,  by  way  of  the  jtortage,  then  known  as  that  of 
Trois  Piitolcs  to  lAcadie,  now  Nova  Scotia.  Wh'  thcr  he  pro- 
ceeded thence  to  France  is  not  certain  ;  but.  on  an  application 
to  the  Frcncb  King,  setting  forih  the  whole  casi',  letters  of 
grace  and  pardon  were  granted  him,  with  which  he  returned 
the  foil "^wing  year  to  (.^auada.  These  letters  of  gn.cc  and  par- 
d(  n,  be  it  observed,  were  not  final.  Th«^v  were,  before  havinsr 
their  intended  effect,  subject  to  enregistration  {en'cr  iicment) 
in  the  colony,  and  the  tacts  upon  which  they  purported  to  be 
t; ranted  were  also  to  be  proved,  conlinned  and  enregistercil 
before  the  proper  tribunal  there.  Then,  and  not  till  then  they 
were  final.  All  this,  it  appears,  was  done  with  resi^ect  to  Mr. 
de  Repentigny  who,  in  consequence  of  it,  was  lullv  Hb^Jolved, 
as  Mr.  Viger,  by  production  of  a  cojiy  of  the  letters  of  grace 
find  pardon  alluded  to,  and  extracts  of  the  subseqiient  pro- 
ceedings clearly  shews. 

This  is  sufficient  to  upset  the  whole  tale  as  told  by  the 
gentleinen  I  have  mentioned.  But  Mr.  Viger  doe-  not  stop 
here.  Continuing  his  inquiries  with  characteristic,  acumen, 
he  proves  by  exiracts  from  Parish  registers,  that  the  same  Mr. 
de  Repentigny  was,  on  the  30tii  January,  1"53,  luarried,  at 
Montreal,  to  Demoiselle  Catherine  ^rchange  Payen  de  Xoyan. 
at  which  time  he  was  34  years  of  age,  and  a  Ca|)tiriu  of  in- 
fantry— that  his  first  child  (Pierre)  was  baptised  there,  l4th 
December,     1753 — the    second    (Victoire    CatheritK)    2ist 

January,     1755, and     finally     that,     so     late    as     18th 

November,  I75tj,  (eight  years  and  ten  montiis  after  Mr, 
Philibert's  decease,)  his  third  child  (a  girl)  died,  at  which 
lime  he  was  still  alive.  Mr.  Vigor,  by  still  further  n.-e.irches, 
subsequent  to  the  above,  when  he  lost  sight  of  Mr.  Piirre  de 
Repectigny,  aa;ain  finds  h-m  honorably  engaged  in  the  bittle 
of  the  28th  April,  17t30,  on  the  plains  of  Abrahan,  where  it  is 
said,  by  a  general  ordtr,  or  some  public  notice  of  the  action, 
"  the  battalion  of  the  City  of  Montreal,  under  Mr.  de  Uepen- 
"  tigny,  served  with  the  same  courage  as  the  regular  troops. 
"  The  same  praise  is  due  to  the  greater  part  of  the  Canadians.' 
He  was  also  at  the  Fort  of  Jacques  (Jartier  in  May  Udlowing, 
but  what  afterwards  became  of  him,  Mr.  Viger  has  not  been 
able  to  learn. 
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Mr  Louis  dc  Rt-pcntlgny,  n  younger  brother  of  this  gentle- 
mun,  went,  it  also  app'urs,  with  the  French  army,  after  the 
coiuiucst,  to  Franco,  wlionco  he  wns  sent  as  (Jovernor-'n-Chief 
to  Senegal,  on  tlic  coast  of  Africa  where,  after  remaining  some 
time  liu  returned  to  France,  and  died  ;  t  Paris,  9ih  October, 
178U,  not  of  a  violent  death,  but  of  a  long  and  lingering  illness, 
makiii^^  his  will  the  4th  of  that  month,  lefoie  Mr.  Lorniant,a 
Public  Notary  of  that  (>i;y.  Tliis  gentleman  was  married  at 
Quebec,  20ih  April,  IV')!,  to  Demtdselle  Chorsegros  de  Lery, 
by  whom  he  had  an  only  son,  Louis  Gaspard,  bcrtiat  Quebec, 
10th  J  illy,  n03,  and  who  died  at  Point  Pelre  (juadnloupe,  2nd 
July,  iSUS. 

Another  account  makes  a  duel  take  place  in  France  (Paris) 
between  Mr  Pierre  de  llepentigny  in  175G,andHn  oi-lysonof 
Mr.  Philitert,  which  son  Mr.  Viger  shews,  by  the  way,  from  the 
Parish  registers,  cf  C^uebec,  to  have  been  a  daugh'er,  Mane 
Anne,  the  eldest  ol  five  children  I'hiiibert.  This  talc  also,  Mr. 
Viger  (ibserves,  is  a  mere  hii/lc — a  dramatic  incident,  as  de- 
void of  truth  as  distrusting  by  its  immorality,  inasmuch  as  at 
the  moiucnt  when  this  supposed  only  son,  that  is  to  s  ly,  Marie 
Anve,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  i'hiliViert,  left  the  country 
lor  Frinice,  in  quest  of  the  "  a  sas^in'^  of  hs  father,  that  same 
assassi  I  was  in  Canaila,  jjcrsuadt'd  that,  as  far  as  human  laws 
could  go,  he  was  absolved  of  homicide,  and  that  tiO  one  com/)o» 
mentis  could  any  longer  call  him  to  ace  unt  for  this  untoward 
incide  t  of  his  life,  iuMsmuch  as  :  1st,  the  victim  had  on  his 
death  bod  '^ generous  y  forgiven^'  him  :  2nd,  As  the  widow 
Philibcrt  had  signified  to  justice  under  her  hand,  that  she  Lad 
been  paid  the  damages  and  civil  inleiests  allowed  her  by  the 
legil  tiii-unals,  and  had  no  opposition  to  the  {iuterincjnent) 
pasing  and  confirmation  of  the  letters  of  grace  and  pardon  by 
the  king  :  3rd,  As  he  had  the  letters  of  grace  and  pardon 
granted  him,  duly  enregi-tered  and  confirmed  ai  law  before 
the  proper  tribunal  at  C,'uebec,  after  coini)lying  with  all  the 
necess  iry  conditions  stipulated  in  them  according  to  the  laws 
of    h  ■  realm. 

In  a  lett  r  dated  at  Montreal,  Uth  July,  1842,  to  Mr.  Viger, 
from  a  Mr.  Violet,  of  I'ointe  li  Petre,  Guadaloupe,  the  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  heiis  de  Ilepentigny,  who  whs  then  on  a 
visit  to  this  Province,  on  their  business,  it  is  stated  : — "  1  af- 
firm, in  the  name  of  the  heirs  de  Repentigny,  and  you  may 
without  fear  affirm  it  in  turn,  that  never  to  our  knowledge  has 
a  Repentigny  died  slain  in  duel,  or  otherwise,  by  a  Phihbert, 
or  aay  relation  or  descendant  of  the  family." 


311 


Mr.  Vlj^cr  retnu  k-? — "  afit-r  tlu^  jMOofs  obtu'iiod  oftlie  I'xUt- 
ence  of  Mr  Pierre  de  Rei  etitii^ny,  atid  of  hi-<  uninterni|)ted 
presence  eith-r  in  Aciuiie  or  in  Ciinada  from  174S  to  17)6  " 
(and  thence  lo  17G0,  as  sub<e(iiently  ascertained.)  "  I  may, 
in  eff'Ct  assert,  without  (>lVenc  to  our  bdld  roinaiieers,  that  uo 
more  tlian  his  bi other  Louis,  did  Mr.  I'icrie  de  Ivopentiguy 
fall  in  duel  or  otherwise,  by  any  Philib-rt  or  descendent  of 
that  family  at  Paris^  moie  than  at  Ponduherry  and  Ihid,  for 
the  sole  and  ^ooil  reason.  th>itd',ntig  11  ihis  Unie  lie  liad  beeu 
at  neither  of  the^e  p'accd.'' 

Mr.  Vij^er  luis.  then-fore  completely  demolished  the  whole 
fabrick  of  tho.se  vanciful  but  f-ilse  tah-s  relatinjjr  to  the  Chten 
dor,"  perfectly  exposing  tln-ir  failacy,  and  snti-factirily  ex- 
plained the  manner  and  cause  of  Mr.  L'hilb  ri's  death,  not  by 
assassination,  according  to  one  account,  at  the  instigation  of 
Mr.  IJegon,  who  had  left  the  country  long  before,  and  lo  ano- 
ther, of  Mr.  ijigot,  who  had  not  yet  come  to  it — both  respecta- 
ble names,  and  not  likely  in  iho.-e  chivalrous  times  to  be  in- 
stigators of  such  a  crime,  but  by  an  unpremeditated  homicide, 
arising  out  uf  a  sudden  cpiarrel,  between  tint  gentleman  ami 
Mr.  Pierre  de  Repentiguy,  whose  good  Dame  and  fume,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  Intendmiis  Hegon  and  Bigot,  Mr.  Viger  has  re- 
scued from  theop[irobriiira  to  which  those  idie  tales  had  con- 
signed them,  and  given  to  history,  the  true  version  of  the 
matter. 

The  inqniries  of  Mr.  V.  Iimvc  not  O'l'y  vindicated  the  memo- 
ries of  those  gentlemen,  but  also  att'ord  us  an  in  teres!  iiig  ex- 
emplificat  on  of  the  pruceedi  g-^,  imr-uant  to  tlie  kinjj's  let- 
ters of  grace  and  \)ardon,  in  the  i»g  il  jurisiiiclion  of  I  lie  c  ilony 
to  which,  the  cognisance  of  the  nuiltcr  belonged,  and  which, 
presuming  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  those  wlio  like  to 
look  irito  the  hiw  proceedings  ot  hy-g;)ne-times  arc  here  in- 
serted. 

[Ikf'  re  the  Superior  Ciuncil  at  Qj'.cbccl 

Mo.xDAY,  'J9th  Sept-mb  r,   1749. 

The  Council  assembled,  in  which  wereMons,  the  (Governor 
(Jeneral,  Mons.  the'Intendant,  Mons.  Varin,  Commissioner  ot 
Marine  at  Moutreil,de  Lal'onlaini',  Estebe,  Oaultier,  Perthuis, 
Counsellor.  Nouchet,  the  Kings  Attorney  General,  and  the 
Chief  Grdfi^T. 

To-day,  in  the  audience  of  the  Council,  tiie  Letters  of  Crace 
having  been  read,  as  obtained  by  Pi^'rie  Legardeur,  Esquire, 
Sieur  Repentigny,  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  cd' Troops  of  the 
detachment  of  the  Marine,  kept  up  for  the  King's  service  in 
this  country,  signed  "  Louis,"  and  countersigned  '  par  le  Roy' 
•  Philippeau'  and  '  visa  Daguesseau,'   fur  remission  to  Pierre 
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Le  (iiirdf'iii-  d"  ncix'tilipfiy,  p;ivf'n  nt  Versiiilles,  in  tlio  month 
of  Ajiril  liist,!iii(l  yciilcd  with  the  ^jreat  seal  ot'jrrecii  \Mix,  with 
folds  of  silk,  who.  inir'ovcrcil  utid  ori  liis  Iviiet's,  in  its  pr»'sence. 
uHirmcd  th  it  In-  li  nl  ^nvcii  aiitliorit}'  to  ohtiiin  tht'in — Ih  tt  tliey 
contain  truth,  and  ihat  lie  wi<]ie.s  to  avail  iiinisulf  of  ihtin — 
the  Council  has  ordained,  and  ord  dns,  ihat.  the  said  letters 
nnd  inform  itioM  ho  corninunicalrd  to  tlif.'  Kinj^'s  Attorney 
(JeniMMl,  and  ropy  n'w-n  to  tlje  i)arly  civil,  to  lurnish  nu-ans 
of  opposition  wiihin  the  delay  of  the  ('r<linance,  n'd  tiial  the 
said  Sienr  dc  Kcpi-nti^ny  bohta:  '.  a'ld  int('rrf)pitt'd  hy  M.  Jac- 
ques di"  1 1  Fontaine, (/ounsillcr,  whom  the  (Jouncil  has  named 
(Joninii.s?ion<r  Jieportcr  in  the  proe('&.s  upon  the  facts  result- 
ing from  the  said  letters  and  information  lor  tlie  interrogatory 
niade.  and  also  eonnnuuieated  to  tln'  said  Attorney  General, 
to  be  disposed  ol  as  lu  rij^lit  il  tliall  a^ipeitain. 

'  BK;0T.' 

TiifitsDAV,  2nd  October,  1  749. 

An  extraordinary  nuetinnrcf  the  Cfuineil  beinpf  held,  nt 
which  were  Ml  lis.  the  (lovei  nor  Cleneral,  Mons,  the  lutendant, 
l\1ons.  Lafoiitaine,  Kslebe,  Ganliier.  Perthuis,  i^ri:ird  Coun- 
sellor. N<'U(  hi't  ('ounsellor  As.si  ssor,  and  the  Chief  Grellier. 
The  Couneil  havi;^  seen  the  letters  of  grace,  pardon,  and  re- 
mission obtained  by  IMerre  LeGardeur,  Ksipiire,  Sieur  de  Re- 
pentign}',  Li'-nteimut  of  a  Comjiaiiy  of  Troops  of  the  Marine, 
entertiiined  in  this  country  on  IIis  Majesty's  service,  the  said 
letters,  dated  in  the  month  of  Ajuil  last,  signed  "  LouiH,''and 
n]>on  the  back  "  by  the  King  P/(i!li]ipe(in.'\un\  by  the  side  there- 
of "  visa  Ditgucsscdu  '  and  sealed  w  iih  the  great  seal  of  green 
wax.  ribbands  of  silk,  red  and  green,  by  re  son  of  the  le  mi- 
cide  by  him  committed  on  the  person  of  Nicholas  Jacquin 
Philibert,  Merchant,  of  this  city  ;  information  an'i  other  cri- 
niitial  proceedings  m^ide  at  the  instance  of  the  Lieutenant 
General,  civil  and  criminal,  of  the  Provusie  of  this  said  city, 
at  the  recpiest  as  well  of  the  said  Philibert  in  his  life  time,  as 
of  Marie  Anne  Guerin,  his  widow,  the  substitute  of  the  said 
Attorney  General  of  the  King  in  the  said  Prevoste  being  join- 
ed— the  docker  (ecrorix)  of  self-imiwisonment  of  th^■  said  Sieur 
de  Repentigny,in  the  prison  of  this  city,  on  the  28;h  Septem- 
ber last — Arret  of  this  Council,  of  the  JOth  (^f  said  montli, 
upon  the  ^iresentation  and  lecture  of  the  said  letters  in  tlie 
Council  Cllamb^^r,  silling  the  Council,  holding  audience  in 
presence  of  the  said  tsieiu  de  Repentigny,  who,  being  uncover- 
ed and  on  his  knees,  and  after  making  oath  to  say  the  truth, 
hath  afflinied  that  he  gave  authority  to  obtain  them— that  they 
contain  the  truth,  and  that  he  wishes  to  avail  himself  of  them, 
by  which  arret  the  Council  has  ordained  that  the  said  letters 
and  informal im   be  communicated  to  the  King's  Attorney 


313 


General  oftho  fountry,  nml  copies  of  i  lie  same  l)o  pi  von  to  the 
party  civil,  \o  t'liriii.sli  iii"mii;'  ot  (tupositioii  in  tinit-  lixed  by  the 
Ordinance— and  iliat  the  said  I  ieire  di;  Kepititi^ny  shall  be 
heard  and  int  erroj^ated  by  M  Jaiijues  liaf  ntaine.  Ootin-icllor, 
named  by  the  Council  Coniinissioncr  F{»'p(»rttT,  n)i(»n  the  facta 
resultinp  fi  om  the  said  Ictti  r.^  and  infurniation,  and  to  cause 
to  he  ordained  whatsoever  therein  inav  br  littiui.'-  — t ho  inter- 
rogatory to  him  put  the  same  'JOth  of  Septemt)er  by  Mors.  La- 
fontain*',  and  his  ans\v»M's.  conf'ssions  and  dt'n<jriitions"-!he 
si^aiilication  the  same  duy.  made  <in  the  petition  of  the  said 
Si  ur  de  Repentigny  to  Dume  Wiilow  I'hilibert,  hs  \v»dl  of  his 
said  t'croui  of  imprisonment,  ofihesaid  letters  (d' grace  and 
of  tiie  arret,  wiih  orders  to  [trovide  within  the  delay  of  the 
Onliuance  her  meaud  of  opposi'icuj,  it  any  she  have  against 
them — the  certihcate  ot  signiheation,  made  the  3iMh  ot  Septem- 
ber, at  the  request  of  the  said  Widow  IMiililiert  to  the  said 
Sieur  de  [{epentigny,  by  the  llailiff  TiiilMiult,  sigm  d  by  her 
and  the  said  Hailitf,  by  wiiich  signification  she  declares  she  has 
no  gronnds  of  opp  sition  to  oll'r  agiinsi  the  enlei  inemcnt  of 
the  said  letters  to  luT  signith'd.  sjie  liavingt)een  paiddam.iges 
and  civil  interests,  which  justice  had  gi  anted  her,  h'>iving  it 
for  the  rest  to  justice,  on  the  shewing  (d'llie  said  letters,  not- 
withstanding the  delay  accorded  lier--oonclusions  of  the  King's 
Attorney  (Jeneral  on  the  first  of  \\w  month  --and  iieard  and 
interrogated  the  sai<l  Sieur  de  Repentigny  on  the  case  imposed 
on  him  in  the  said  letters  of  the  tollowing  tenor:  — 

"  Loiis,  by  the  (l«'ace  of  ( Jod,  KingofF  ance  and  Vavarre, 
to  all  present  and  to  come,  (Jreeting  :— We  have  received  the 
humble  supplieatidn  of  the  Sieur  de  Repentigny,  Lieutenint 
of  the  Troops,  kept  ii[)  in  our  service  in  ('anada,  making  pro- 
fession of  the  cathrdic  apostolic  and  Roman  religion,  setting 
forth  that,  having  had  a  billet,  the  20th  January,  1748.  for  his 
lodging  in  his  aforesaid  ([uality,  a'  the  resi  ence  of  Nicolas 
Jacquin  I'hilibert,  met  cliiut,  in  (.,>iud)L'c,  tlie  hitUu-  c^nu.^  to  the 
lodging  of  a  woman  by  the  name  of  La  I'aluie.  with  wlioui  the 
petitioner  then  lodged,  to  induce  her  to  continue  to  lodge  him, 
but  that  not  p.greeiug  on  the  ternis  with  this  ]ierson,  the  said 
Philibert  observed,  that  he  wouhl  get  the  billet  clianged; 
that  the  petitioner. whoat  that  m(nn('iit  accidentally  was  with- 
in hearing.  aildre-^se<l  himself  to  I'hilibert,  and  in  a  t(me  to  give 
him  to  understanil  tuat  lie  would  not  be  deprivt-d  of  the  lodging 
be  (Philibert)  was  bound  to  give  him,  audi,. g,  that  he  was  a 
nignvd  [simpleton)  to  endeavour  to  ju'ncure  the  change  he 
intended;  that  Philibert.  in-^tead  of  taking  this  as  an  advice  by 
which  the  petitioner  inuiuhd  to  calm  the  um  asiness  the  billet 
gave  him.  allowed  himself  to  he  carried  away  by  his  tt  mper, 
naturally  violent,  and  notsatisfie  1  with  using  to  the  [»etilioner 
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th  '  mcsl  (),'|  robiious  ami  alrorioiis  ahurc,  alriu  k  Iiim  with  a 
cuiJf^cl ;  th  i  i|)('  pfliticmcr.  fi.idiiin  hiiiHclf  so  dlriick,  in  the 
firHt  itiovciiifiil,  ol  which  he  wns  not  t  ho  niiiser,  <lrt'\v  his 
jjwotd.uml  iimdi'  a  thrust  iit  IMiilihort,  wiiooit-d  of  ii  shorlj 
after,  to  tljc  ^lejiL  re^;rct  of  the  in-tiliuner;  ilmt,  ullhoujjjh 
this  iiii-ft^rtiin':  occurred  wiihoul  any  pioinodltatid  dcHij^n, 
and  atamonicnl  v  hen  the  pcliiioncr  had  no  h)  giT  the  li- 
berty of  reiniijiiin;;  without  di'ft  nee,  the  Judges  at  Qnehi  c  had 
ruisi'd  a  |)roc«'durt',  by  r(  a^on  whoreof  he  thouj^lit  lie  ought  to 
bo  ab-jcnt,  and  could  not  lU'Ciunie  to  pregent  liirn^elf  wiihout 
previously  i  biainii  g  our  h  tieis  of  grace,  pardon  and  remis- 
sion, which  he  huuibly  haspnyed  us  to  g^atit  him.  Kir  these 
causes — willing  to  piefcr  mercy  to  the  rigour  of  the  laws,  by 
the  advice  of  cjur  ('ouixil,  and  of  our  special  gincf. full  power 
and  rojal  authoiity,  ueli.ivo  tolhc  said  ."^ieur  i-e  liepenligny 
released,  r^  niiitid  and  pa  don*'(l,  and  by  these  presents, signed 
by  our  hand,  do  rrhasc,  uinit  and  pirdun  tlie  fact  and  case, 
Huch  as  it  is,  h'  leiu  above  exposed,  with  all  the  paina, 
fines,  and  corporal  liabilities,  civil  and  criminal,  which,  by 
reason  ihercof^  he  may  have  incurred  towards  us  and  justice, 
and  exliiigui'h  ail  decrees,  difuulis,  conUinuicics,  seniences, 
judgments  and  arrets  that  nuiy  have  l.;keu  place  against  the 
petitioner.  We  place  and  restore  him  to  his  good  fame,  and 
name,  and  to  his  j)roin'rty  not  oiherwise  conli?.eated,  satislac- 
tion  miide  to  the  p.irty  civil,  if  due  and  not  iloue.  Imposed 
we  also  silence  per;  eiual  as  to  this  upon  our  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, Irs  sub.stitutv  s  pies  nt  and  to  com",  and  upon  all  others, 
y/herifure  comni.nd  wv  our  u.vincr  and  faithful  subjects  hold- 
ing our  l^uperior  Council  at  (^w  '^-"cin  the  juri^diciion  where- 
of the  tact  herein  above  menti  ^ned  occurred,  that  they  cause 
these  our  present  letters  of  grace,  pardon  and  remission  to 
be  c///ertncf'.<!,  aiid  of  the  contents  thcrctd  to  caui^e  the  peti- 
tioner t(j  enjoy  fully,  jieaceably  and  perjjetually,  di  continu- 
ing, and  causing  to  cease,  all  troubles  and  opi»osilion  to  the 
contrary,  on  the  charge  that  he  do  present  himself  for  the 
enteriiicmeat  of  the  prL?ent  within  six  months,  on  pain  of 
nullity  iheieof.  For  s.icli  is  our  pleiisure,  and  to  thoend  that 
it  be  a  mater  firm  and  stable  for  ever,  we  ha"e  annexed  our 
seal  hereunto.  Ciiven  at  Versailles,  in  the  month  of  April, 
year  ol  grace  1149,  and  of  our  reign  the  thirty-fourth.  Sign- 
ed, '  Louis,'  and  on  the  fold,  par  le  Koy,  Philippeau,  v!sa  Da- 
guesseau. 

Heard  the  rc})ort  of  Moiis.  Jacques  Lafonlaine,  Counsellor, 
and  the  whole  being  consid  red,  the  Council  has  enterine  the 
said  letters  of  remission  for  the  enjoyment  thereof,  to  the  ef- 
fect and  contents  thereof,  by  the  said  fcjieur  de  Hepentigny, 
according  to  their  form  and  tenor, 

"DeLafontaine."  bigot." 
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Mr.  Vijjer,  in  condiitlitig,  ronmrka  on  Hie  above—'"  llt-rft 
**  wc  llniilly  have  obtu  nt'(l  pcrrcci  kiiowleil^i' of  tin*  tollovvinj; 
"  hicis  ;  '' Ist  TImt  tlu*  hm  rcliof  dn  cliien  d'or  w  n  not 
"  pliceiJ,  ftg  in  our  «1  ly  W(f  see  it  stiilc'l,  in  consiMiucM-*'  of  a 
'*  Jit'oriMice  Ijttwccn  M.  I'liilib'Tt  and  M    ISe^on  or  M.  r.i;,'(jt. 

•'  iiiil.  Tint.  Mt'd'i'iirs  iJi'j^im  and  l{i^rot  Imviiij^  I.U'l  no 
•' cftiitjc  of  t)irencn  ut  it,  or  to  dieani  of  vetifjiMiice  in  fou.-e- 
"  (lut'iiccciiiiiiot  li!iv(«  c  )nnivfd  in  any  nuinucr  at  tijo  '  ussassi- 
''  nation  ot  .M.  I'liililu'rl. 

":{rd.  Tli;it  tli(!  Ii  )miciilc  took  plac-»  in  \1\H,  and  not  in 
**  n.'JtJthal  is  to  3!iy,  at  a  dale  when  neitlit.T  M.  IJegO'i  nor 
"  M.  lli^ot  wa.^  in  <'anada. 

"4lli.  Til  It  M.  IMiiliixMt  wag,  in  fact,  slain  by  a  M.  i'icno 
*' Ij(.';jfardcur  do  Ilopentigny,  uii  Ulliii'T  of  llio  Troops  in  ti.o 
Colony. 

"  Olli.  That  tliis  M.  di' Ri'pt'ntii;ny  did  tint  3lay  M  I'liilibert, 
"  iu  uHsasdin,  and  to  avenijc!  n  pri'lctidrd  insult  made  to  u  third 
"  pcr.son,  i)ut  involnntjaily  ca'isi'tl  his  dfuth  in  a  p  'r.-t  »nal 
"quarrel  witli  liini,in  wliicli  lie  liinis  If  wad  liist  insuiSdand 
**  struck  by  Mr.  P. 

*'  Gl'i.  Thai  ,M.  de  Ropt'iiti}j;ny,  by  petition  to  thcK;:!};,  ol»- 
''  tnincd  in  April,  171.),  U'ltcrs  of  tiracc,  ]»arilon  and  reiiiiasion 
"under  lli-^  three  gondilions  :  Isl,  of  th'i  truth  of  tl  o  alle- 
"  gation:?  of  his  petition  to  the  King  ;  2iul.  of  indeninifying,  at 
"  civil  law,  tlu'  heirs  of  the  dcceasfd,  if  th"  ca.se  required  it  ; 
*'  3rd.  of  making  the  lotu  rs  of  grace  available  (i.  e.  e  tcrinc- 
"  ment)  wiiliin  six  months  after  date. 

"  7ih.  Tlial  having  satistied  ihe-ie  conditions, as  app  ar^  hy 
"  the  jud  cial  proci.!e(lings  noticed,  those  !■  tiers  were  c  >nlirm- 
"  ed  by  enlerinrmciit,' Hi  Quebec,  '2nd  (Jctoljcr,  1719,  by  ihe 
•'  Superior  Council,  ir.  consequence  whereof  M.  de  Kepi  nligny 
"  v/as  from  that  day  held  to  be  ac(piiUcd  of  Ih';  deatli  (d'  Al. 
**  Philibcrt,  and  c  )uld  not  thereafter  in  re  isou  be  sulijecie  1  to 
'*  answer  for  the  accident  towards  any  member  uf  ilie  .'.imily 
"  Philibert. 

''  8th.  Til  it  with  respect  to  the  pretend'd  duel  betwe  -n  him 
"  and  the  brother  of  M. Philibert,  in  one  of  tlie  streets  of  Pon- 
"  dicherry,  shortly  after  the  homicide,  it  is  a  f  ict  disproved, 
"  inaamucii  as  it  is  seen  that  .M .  de  liepentigny  appe  ire  1  in 
"  person  before  the  JSui)erior  Council  at  (.Quebec,  29lh  .""'iptem- 
"ber  17-19  with  tlie  letters  of  grace  in  his  hand,  not  copi- 
"  plaining,"  observes  facetiously  Mr.  V'iger,  ''  that  he  had 
be3n  killed  in  a  duel  l)y  .M.  Pliilibn-t's  brother  during  liis  ab- 
'' 8"nce  from  Quebec,  but  deminding  the  enlerinemeul  of  his 
"  letters." 

The  cause  that  may  have  induced  tlie  builder  of  the  liou^e 
to  place  above  his  door  the  bas  relief,  and  the  inscrii.ti  m  re- 
mains an  eniifraa.  Quebec,  December,  1852 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

Late  Spring — The  Comini?sini;erg— Procccdiiig  of  Constitu- 
tional AsrsocinfiDn  of  Quebec— Meeting  ofdeIegate3  at  Mon- 
treal—Sir John  Colborne  at  Montreal,  on  his  way  to  Eng- 
land, viti  New  York — Receives  despatches  at  Xew  York, and 
returns  to  Montraal  to  take  the  cou)Uuind  of  the  forces — 
Lord  (losford  convokes  the  Legislature — Proceedintrs  there- 
in—I'rorogaiion— Report  of  the  '^'Lxccutive  Committee  of  the 
Quebec  Constitutional  Association — Sir  C.  Grey  and  Sir 
George  Gipps  depart  for  En'jlaiul — Resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Commons  on  Cana'lian  atlairs  -  Great  meeting  at  St. 
Denis— Proclamation  by  Lord  Gogford— Great  loyal  meet- 
ings at  Montreal  and  Quebec — News  of  the  King's  demise 
—Queen  Victoria  proclaimed — Great  agitation  and  sedi- 
tious doings  throughout  the  Provinro — Pror-fH^dingsj  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament— Provincial  Parliament  again  convok- 
ed--Proceedings — Prorogation— 1)»  moniftratiun  from  Glen- 
gary  in  Ui  ]>cr  Canada — Address  from  Constitutional  Asso- 
ciation of  Montreal  relating  to  an  union  of  the  Canadas — 
Fils  de  la  liberie — Montreal  ritle  corps  again — Great  Con- 
stitut  onal  meeting  at  Montreal — "  Mandemenl"  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Montreal-— Death  of  the  Right 
Rev.  C.  J.  Strjvart,  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec — Quebec  and 
Montreal  distitute  of  police. 

The  spring  and  opening  of  the  njivigation  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  in  183G,  were  among  the  most  backward  on 
record,  the  ice  pont  at  Quebec,  which  this  time  had 
formed  itself  in  an  unusually  roiigli  manner,  bein^;  con- 
stituted of  ])roken  and  .jammed  masses  thrown  up  into 
hillocks,  not  breaking  up  until  the  8th  ^lay.*  An  ex- 
traordinary (ju.mtity  of  snow  had  fallen  in  Lower  Can- 
ada, and  thruughi)Ut  the  neighbouring  States  of  Maine, 
Yeiinont.  Massachusetts  and  Xew  York. 

The  Commissioners.  Sir  Charles  Cirey  and  Sir  George 
Gipps,  who  had  attended  the  Karl  of  (Josford  from  Eng- 
land, "Were,  during  the  late  winter,  attentively  engaged 
in  the  investigation  of  the  serious  matters  to  which  their 


*  In  17'34  the  river  St.  Lawrence  was  trozen  over  with 
smooth  ice,  and  onlv  went  awav  on  thf  {)\\\  Mav,  The  samo 
year  the  Thames  was  frozen.  Queb^'C  Gazette,  llih  May,  1«36 
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enquiries  were  directed  by  tlic  minister.  Easy  of  access 
to  all  persons  desirous  of  their  accjuaiutance,  freely  Tuingl- 
in<j;  with  the  politicians  of  both  parties,  bearing  their  re 
monstrances,  and  receiving  inlorniation  from  all  who 
were  disposed  to  communicate  it,  but  cautious  of  impitrt- 
ing  their  own  views  to  any,  they  were  in  fact  p(»pular 
with  the  country,  though  overlooked  and  slighted  by 
the  Assembly.  Mucli  was  expected  of  thein,  but  it 
could  not  be  supposed  that  their  opinions  would  be- 
come knowMi  until  officially  reported  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  their  discretion  in  this  respect  was  uni- 
versally aekiiowledged,  not  the  slightest  hint  having 
transpired  through  any  one  of  thoui,  or  their  attache.Sf 
Bigniiic  int  of  t!»c  views  they  entertained  of  the  vari- 
ous matters  committed  to  their  encjniry,  until  their 
Keports  were  laid  before  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Commission,  Mr.  T.  Fred. 
Elliot,  had  been  an  official  in  the  Colonial  Office,  and 
by  that  means  had  become  well  acrjuainted  with  the 
affairs  of  the  Province.  lie  was,  besides,  generally 
acknowledged  to  be  a  man  of  business' and  talents,  as 
well  as  tact,  and  on  the  w^hole  very  proper  for  the  duties 
he  had  to  perform  under  the  Commissioners. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Constitutional 
Association  at  Quebec,  recommended  by  a  resolution, 
(of  which  public  notice,  early  in  Mity.  was  given  in 
the  new'spapers,)  the  forn}ation  of  a  Select  General 
Commit  tee  of  the  petitioners  who  had  lately  addressed 
His  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  to  meet 
at  Montreal,  on  the  23rd  June,  and  that  for  this  pur- 
pose they  sliould,  on  the  23rd  of  May,  elect  at  the 
s:!vera!  places  mentioned  in  the  notice  delegates  to  be 
present  at  the  convention.  Delegates  were  consequently 
named  from  various  parts  of  the  Province,  who  accord- 
ingly met  at  Montreal. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  they  were  practically  followed 
up:— 
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*'  That  an  aujcnt  or  niiciits  be  now  nj)pointcd,  and 
do  proceed  to  Enjjcland,  to  forward  the  views  of  this 
Select  General  Committee. 

"  That  the  said  ajj-ciit  or  atients  ])e  instructed  to 
present  and  support  a  petition  to  llis  Majesty,  praying 
the  recall  of  His  Excelleiicy  tlie  Earl  of  (iosford, 
from  the  c;ovornuient  of  this  Province  ;  and  that  he, 
or  thov.  be  further  instructed  to  ur«j;e  on  the  atteu- 
tion  of  His  Majesty,  and  the  two  Houses  of  the  Im- 
perial Parli  unent,  tlie  pctiti'tns  presented  in  the  year 
183"),  by  the  IJritisli  and  Irish  inhabitants  of  this  l*ro- 
vince,  pniyinu:;  for  justice. 

"  That  the  Cli  linuMii  and  twelve  nieuibers  of  the 
Seloct  Ceneral  Conimitteo,  be  now  named  a  Com- 
mit!ee  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  jitiidance  of 
such  ajrent  or  a<;ents  in  stiict  accordance  with  the 
Reports  of  the  several  sub-Committees  received  and 
adopted  on  the  27th  June  instant,  and  with  such 
resolutions  as  have  been,  or  may  bo,  passed  by  this  Se- 
lect General  Connnittee  ;  and  that  ihe  said  Committee 
do  also  form  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  with  the 
said  agent  or  agents. 

"  That  this  Committee  do  adjourn  to  the  call  of  the 
Chairman  and  ten  men)})ers,  and  that  twenty  days 
notice,  at  least,  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting.'' 

It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  the  abo\'C  reso- 
lutions WGYii  not  generally  approved,  even  by  the 
Constitutionalists,  p;;rticiil-irly  those  in  (Quebec,  and 
for  this  reason,  it  is  believed,  they  were  allowed  to 
lapse. 

!Sir  John  Colbonu'  having  been,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, owing  to  a  disagreement  with  the  Colonial 
Minister,  IJaron  Glenelg,  on  public  matters  in  Upper 
Canada,  relieved  of  the  government  of  that  Province 
by  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  re.iched  ^Montreal  on  the 
1st  of  February,  vu  his  way  to  Enghand  via  New 
York.     His  "progress  from   Toronto, to  that  city  had 
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beeu  one  splendid  procession  tln'ou<.diout,  the  inha- 
bitants along  the  whole  route  turning  out  to  receive 
the  ex-Governor,  and  accompanying  him  in  vast 
multitudes,  in  carriages  and  on  horseback,  from  vil- 
Irge  to  village.  At  Montreal  he  was  received  with 
the  w^arniest  acclamations  by  the  British  population. 
He  remained  uniil  the  IGth  May,  wb.en  he  proceeded 
with  his  family  to  New  York,  intending  to  embark 
for  England.  At  this  city  he  met  despatches  from 
the  Colonial  Minister,  and  from  Lord  Hill,  Com- 
manding in  C^hief,  appointing  him  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  two  Provinces,  with  the 
local  rank  of  Licntcnaiit  Gonornl.  I>ir  John  Col- 
borne,  al'tcr  visiting  Washington  and  several  other 
parts  in  the  I'^nited  States,  accordingly  returned  to 
Montreal,  notifying  by  a  general  order  of  the  1st 
July,  I&06,  his  assumption  of  the  command  of  the 
forces  in  the  Canadas.  His  return  was  universally 
hailed  by  the  loyal  in  both  l*rovinccs,  and  lucky  for 
them  was  it  that  he  did  return. 

The  Earl  of  Gosford  summoned  the  Provincial  Par- 
liament again  to  meet  on  the  '22nd  of  Septond)er  for  the 
despatch  of  business,  and  which  be  opened  with  the 
speech  following : — 

'•'Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
''  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

''  The  events  whch  marked  the  close  of  the  last 
Session  of  the  Provincial  Parliament  have  occasioned 
your  being  convened  at  this  unusual  season  of  the 
year. 

"  The  xVddress  on  the  state  of  the  Province  then 
voted  to  His  Majesty  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
having  been  laid  at  the  Foot  of  the  Throne,  I  feel  it 
my  d.;ty  to  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  communicating  the  answer  which  His  Majesty  has 
been  graciously  pleased  to  return  thereto.  I  shall 
therefore  transmit   a  copy  of  it,  in  the    usual  way,  f^ 
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tlio  IToii^c  of  A^isoiubly ;  niid  shall,  at  the  Fsaiiic  time, 
in  obedience  to  the  King's  express  coniniands,  place 
"before  both  Houses,  the  instructions  mwler  which  I 
assumed  the  (Jovernment  of  this  I'mvince.  as  well  as 
those  addressed  to  myself  and  my  colleagues  in  the 
lloyal  Mission. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

"  In  compliance  with  the  injunctions  of  Uis 
Majesty.  I  liave  again  to  reconnnend  to  your  atten- 
tion the  estimates  for  the  current  year,  ai.d  also  the 
accounts  showing  the  arrears  due  in  respect  of  the 
Civil  iJovernment,  which  were  laid  before  you 
during  the  last  Session.  The  King  has  observed 
that  you  were  induced,  in  that  Session,  to  grant  the 
supplies  only  for  six  months,  and  to  prefer  the 
complaints  contained  in  your  Address,  ap])arently 
in  '"'onsequonce  of  the  publication  of  a  few  detached 
passages  from*  the  instructions  to  which  1  have  allud- 
ed, and  of  inferences  drawn  from  tlicni,  which  a 
knowledge  of  their  entire  contents  must  be  expected 
to  remove.  His  Majesty  thinks  it  therefor(>  hut  just, 
that  vou  slioidd  not  be  held  to  be  comndtted  to  a 
course  adopted  u!ider  a  misconce}»ti(::!;  Init  shoidd 
liave  ;ui  opportunity  of  reconsidering  your  conclu- 
sions with  the  full  inibrmation  as  to  the  views  and 
intensions  of  His  Majesty's  (Jovcrnment,  which  you 
will  derive  from  the  perusal  of  the  whole  of  the  docu- 
ments to  be  laid  before  you ;  and  lie  trusts  that, 
upon  your  becoming  ac(juainted  with  their  general 
tenor  and  spirit,  you  will  ace^-de  to  the  application 
which  1  made  to  you  at  the  connncncement  of  the  last 
Session,  and  which  I  am  conananded  now  to  renew,  tor 
payment  of  the  arrears  due  on  account  of  the  public 
service,  and  for  the  funds  necessary  to  carry  on  tlie  Ci- 
vil Government  of  the  Province. 

•'  That  the  business  of  the  Government  cannot  be 
carried  on  successfully  whilst  the  salaries  of  the  public 
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servants  remain  unpaid,  is  too  obvions.  I  liope  to  leave 
room  for  a  suspicion  on  the  mind  of  nvy  one  that,  in 
making  this  renewed  demand  for  the  li(juidation  oi' these 
just  claiujs,  either  His  Majesty's  Ministers  in  England, 
or  I,  who  bear  his  delegated  autli(.rity  in  this  Province, 
can  liave  any  object  in  viev.  separ.ite  from  the  public 
good. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  J  louse  of  Assembly, 

"  As  this  meeting  of  the  Leiiislature  has  been  con- 
vcned  for  the  purposes  I  have  already  mentioned,  and 
as  a  prolonged  absence  from  your  homes  at  this  parti- 
cular season  of  the  year,  may  be  attended  with  incon- 
venience to  you,  it  is  not  my  present  intention  to  re- 
commend any  other  matters  to  your  consideration.  I 
cannot,  however,  refrain  frou  congratulating  you  on  the 
Bummer  having  passed  away  without  afty  signs  of  epi- 
demical disease,  for  which  we  ought  to  feel  deeply 
thankful,  not  from  publicly  expressing  my  gratification 
at  the  reception  I  every  where  Uict  with,  in  u\y  recent 
visits  to  diti'erent  parts  of  the  Province. 

"  It  is  to  me  matter  of  the  highest  satisfaction  to 
know,  that  the  exposition  which  I  made  to  you  at 
our  first  meeting  of  the  views  and  policy  "of  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  towards  this  country,  and  of  the 
principles  which  should  guide  me  :'n  the  administra- 
tion of  its  ailairs,  is  fully  borne  out  in  tlie  documents 
which  I  shall  lay  before  you,  and  has  met  with  the 
approbation  of  my  Sovereign.  From  the  day  I 
entered  on  my  arduous  duties,  I  have  to  the  very 
utmost  of  my  ability  acted  up  to  the  principles  I 
professed  ;  nor  have  I  ever  ceased  to  remember,  that 
the  two  firs<^  objects  of  my  Government  were  .the 
removal  of  abuses  and  the  reconcilement  of  opposing 
parties.  By  caution,  by  forbearance,  and  by  the 
exercise   of  what   I  believe  to  be  a  liberal  policy,  I 


323 


have  sought  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Country, 
and  to  gain  yonr  confMoiicc.  It'  I  succeed  in  this 
latter  object  I  shall  rejoice  at  it,  principally  because 
it  will  afford  nie  tlie  means  of  doin<^  the  <z;reater  good; 
and  if  I  fail  of  success  I  shall  always  be  consoled  by 
the  consciousness  of  having  labored  earnestly  tc  deserve 
it." 

The  Assembly  immediately  after  receiving  his 
Excellency's  Speech,  resolved  that  it  would,  on 
Monday  next,  (27th  instant)  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Province. 

The  following  Address  in  answer  to  the  speech  was 
agreed  upon  by  the  Assembly,  and  presented  to  his  Kx- 
cellcney ; — ■ 

"  ?.ray  it  please  Yotir  Excellency  : 

"We,  Ilis  iMajcsty'rf  faithful  and  loy:il  subjects, 
the  Commons  of  Lower  Canada,  in  Provincial  Par- 
liament assembled,  liumbly  thank  Your  Kxcellency 
for  the  Speech  delivered  from  the  Throne  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  Session.  We  in  like  manner 
express  our  thanks  for  the  promptitude  with  which 
Ilis  Majesty's  (lovernment  has,  as  Your  Kxcelhncy 
has  been  pleased  to  inform  us,  in  compliance  with 
the  desire  expressed  by  us  in  the  last  Session,  sent 
so  early  an  answer  to  the  Address  then  voted  by  us, 
after  mature  deliberation,  upon  the  State  of  the 
Province.  We  beg  Your  Kxcellency  to  be  assured 
that  that  Address  contained  tlie  faithful  and  sincere 
expression  of  our  wislies,  opinions,  and  wants  ;  at 
the  same  time,  that  it  was  calculated  to  remove 
every  doubt  respecting  the  spirit  of  liberality  in 
which  this  House  would  receive  the  necessary  retbrms 
in  the  institutions  and  administrations  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  Province,  so  long  prayed  for  by  this 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  by  the  body  of  the 
people.      We  therefore  trust  that  the  answer  will  be 
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explicit  and  satisfi.etory,  and  tcMid  spoiMlily  to  foniovc 
the  ()bst:iclcs  whicii  have  liitherti)  pivveiited  tlie  concc- 
ti(jn  oi"  a])Usos,  tlio  redress  of  grievances,  and  tlie  jaos- 
perity  ol'  the  J'rox  ince. 

*'  VV^ith  tliis  hope,  ^vl^atever  ineonveiiience  we 
may  .sutler  from  tlie  p;irtieular  seaj^on  of  tlie  year  in 
which  tiie  Legisliture  lias  b*'en  assem)>KMl,  any  per- 
sonal sacrifice  will  be  deemed  of  little  moment ;  and 
we  be_!j;  to  assure  Vonr  Excellency  that,  on  every 
occasion  in  which  we  are  called  u})on  to  exercise 
the  powers  entrusted  to  us,  we  shall  consider  it  one 
of  \h()  highest  and  most  im]»erative  of  our  duties  to 
devote  our  attention  to  the  removal  of  the  evils 
under  which  the  p(!ople  of  this  Province  have  labour- 
ed and  still  continue  to  labour,  and  to  ])rotect  them 
from  the  effects  of  a  system  which  has  corrupted  the 
Provincial  Government,  ajid  which  has  even  driven 
the  hiji;hest  authorities  in  the  Enqiire  to  acts  and  mea- 
sures injurious  to  the  liberties  of  11  is  Majesty's  faithl'ul 
Caiuidian  subjects. 

"  We  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  enter  in 
detail  upon  the  consideration  of  the  various  subjects 
adverted  to  by  your  Excellency,  until  such  time  as, 
according  to  promise,  Your  Excellency  shall  have 
more  fully  comnumicated  to  us  the  reasons  which 
have  caused  the  convocation  of  the  Proviiidial  Par- 
liament. Your  Excellency,  in  limiting  the  subjects 
to  which  you  have  called  our  attention  under  the 
present  circumstances,  has,  no  doubt,  been  actuated 
not  only  by  the  motives  expressed  by  your  Excel- 
lency, but,  moreover,  by  the  consideration  that 
although  this  House  has,  during  the  great  length  of 
the  last  Session,  zealously  laboured  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Province,  and.  with  that  view  adopted  many 
measures  which  we  deemed  to  be  in  accordance  with 
the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Government.  Our 
labours  have  been  rendered  abortive,  in  consecpience 
of  the  systenuitic  rejection  by  the  Legislative    Coun. 
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cil  of  all  tliG  projects  of  l.iw  calculate  J  to  rt  \)A\\y 
the  p:i>t,  to  protect  tlio  people  for  the  futir«',  to 
enlighten  them  and  advance  their  moral  welfave,  to 
improve  their  social  and  j)hysieal  condition,  a -id  to 
entrust  them  with  those  powers  and  influence  io  the 
Constitution,  the  aduiijiistration  of  laws,  and  the 
management  of  their  local  affairs,  to  which  tln^y  rre  en- 
titled, and  which  are  guaranteed  to  them  by  th(  vrry 
principles  of  Government. 

"  The  circumstance  of  that  body  liaving  conii.iued 
unchanged,  must  necessar"  preclude  tlie  idea  that 
His  iMajesty  intended  t  aarrass  the  country  by  tlic 
repetition,  during  the  present  Session,  of  seer.  ;  so 
discredita])lc  to  the  vicious  Constitution,  which  it  is, 
notwithstanding,  attempted  to  uphnM.  Yo\ir  Kxeel- 
lency,  as  well  as  the  authorities  of  the  Mother  Coun- 
try, must  now  be  convinced,  that  the  best  intc.itions 
of  the  head  of  the  Provincial  Covernmcnt,  and  par- 
tial reforms  in  the  details  of  the  admiinstivition, 
must  constantly  prove  abortive  when  opposed  to  a 
system  convulsed  by  elements  essentialy  adverse, 
and  in  which  we  behold  on  the  one  hand,  the  peo- 
ple in  conjunction  with  this  House,  demmdin :  the 
unrestrained  exercise  of  the  powers  and  rights  of 
British  subjects,  with  a  Government  established 
upon  a  just  basis  applicable  to  the  condition  d  the 
Province,  together  with  the  maintenance  of  uuar- 
anteed  and  endeared  institutions; — and  on  the  otlier 
hand  a  branch  over  which  the  Country  has  nc-  con- 
trol, which  has  invariably  shewn  itself  hostile  to  its 
institutions  and  its  inhabitants,  and  which  hns  not 
ceased  to  excite  and  to  foster  attempts  at  disorg;  n- 
ization,  oppression,  divisions  and  hatreds,  political 
ascendancy  and  exclusive  rights  for  one  porti'u  of 
the  people,  and  degradation  for  the  mass  of  Cana- 
dians of  every  origin,  the  most  attached  to  the 
permanent  interests  of  the  Country,  and  tht  best 
adapted     to     strengthen     the     Government,       it    is 
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between  these  twe  irreconcileable  systems  that  we 
trust  His  Majesty's  Government  hare  come  to  a 
determination,  in  accordance  with  our  humble 
prayers.  If  our  hopes  be  realized,  we  feel  certain  that 
the  rules  which  Your  Excellency  declares  to  have  guid- 
er"  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  arduous  duties,  caution, 
forbearance,  and  the  exercise  of  a  hbcral  policy,  cannot 
fail  of  success. 

"  We  arc  convinced  of  the  sincerity  of  Your 
Excellency  when  you  declare  that  you  will  rejoice 
in  having  sought  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try and  to  gain  its  confidence,  and  that  one  of  the 
first  objects  which  Your  Excellency  has  endeavoured 
not  to  lose  sight  of,  has  been  the  removal  of  abuses. 
We  entreat  Y'our  Excellency  to  fulfil,  as  far  as  it  lies 
in  Your  Excellency's  power,  the  arduous  task  which 
has  been  assigned  to  you,  and  above  all  we  beseech 
Your  Excellency,  in  pursuance  of  the  attachment 
which  Your  Excellency  declares  that  you  feel 
towards  Canada,  to  be  pleased  not  to  rest  satisfied 
with  partial  and  iiiefi'ectual  reforms,  but  to  ascend 
to  the  source  of  the  evils  under  which  we  suffer, 
and  to  become  the  lasting  Benefactor  of  the  Country 
— by  helping  to  secure  to  the  people  and  to  this 
House  the  exorcise  of  all  their  rights,  to  procure  the 
repeal  of  such  Legislative  enactments  as  have 
encroached  thereon,  and  the  removal  of  the  abuses 
which  have  fettered  the  exercise  thereof,  and  to 
introduce  in  our  institutions,  particularly  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  Legislative  Council,  those  changes 
confidently  demaiucd  by  this  House  and  by  the 
people,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  fix  the  Provincial 
Government  upon  a  firm  and  liberal  basis,  and  thereby 
to  aflford  us  a  pledge  of  future  prosperity,  and,  con- 
formably to  our  expressed  conviction,  many  years  of 
security,  peace  and  happiness." 

To  this  Address,  delivered  on  the  27th  of  September, 
ilis  Excellency  replied ; 
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"I  th;ink  yoii  for  this  Address,  and  I  shall  take 
care  that,  in  pui-suance  of  tlic  promise  made  in  my 
Speech  from  tlie  Throne,  no  time  shall  be  lost  in 
layin*;  before  you  the  answer  of  our  most  Gracious 
Sovereign,  to  your  Address  of  last  Session,  on  the 
state  of  the  Province.  I  shall  at  the  same  time  cause 
to  be  communicated,  the  other  documents  which  His 
Majesty  has  commanded  to  be  presented  to  you." 

On  the  same  day,  immediately  after  making  the 
above  reply,  His  Kxeellency  sent  down  the  followin«^ 
message : 

**  In  pursuance  of  the  intention  expressed  in  his 
Speech,  at  the  ojwning  of  the  present  Session,  the 
Governor  in  CMiief  transmits  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly a  copy  of  the  answer  which  the  King  has 
been  graciously  pleased  to  return  to  the  Address  on 
the  state  of  the  Province,  voted  to  His  Majesty  by 
the  Assembly  during  their  last  Session  ;  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  Instructions  under  which  the 
Governor  in  Chief  assumed  the  Government  of  this 
Province,  and  of  those  addressed  to  himself  and  his 
colleagues,  in  the  llojal  Commission. 

'•  Downing  Street, 

''1th  June,  1830. 

"  My  Lord, — His  Majesty  having  had  under  his 
consideration  the  Address  of  the  Hous*^  of  (General 
Assembly  of  Lower  Canada,  on  the  state  of  public 
affairs  in  that  Province,  has  commanded  me  to  con- 
vey to  the  House,  through  Your  Lordship,  the  fol- 
lowing answer  : 

*  The  King  contemplates  w'ith  deep  regret  the  ill 
success  of  His  Majesty's  eilbrts  to  remove  from  the 
minds  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  Lower 
Canada,  those  distrusts  and  jealousies  with  which 
they  appear  unfortunately  to  have  been  affected. 
Conscious,  however,  that  His  measures  have  been 
dictated  by  an  earnest  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  alj 
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cla.sHOs  (if  His  (jaiiailian  Subjccis,  lumilxiMl  uitli  any 
motive  of  a  \qm  jii-t  and  liluril  character,  Ilia 
Maji^ty  aw.iitrt  with  traiii|ulllity  the  result  of  this 
h)n;^  and  piinlnl  diseus.-ion,  a.s^^uri'd  tliat  when  the 
luidcontjcplion.s  of  tlie  niniuent  .*^hall  have  passed 
away,  His  I  ibonrs  f<»r  tlie  prosjterity  of  L<nver  Canada, 
will  be  repaid  by  the  eoniidonec  of  the  inliabituiits 
of  th.it  Provinee,  of  wlialevei*  ela-iH  or  national  oriy;iu. 
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His  Majesty  is  sustained  and  cneoii raided  m 
hopes  by  observin;i;  that  tlie  House  of  Assembly  were 
led  to  jirant  the  supplies  otdy  Ibr  six  months,  and  to 
prefer  their  preseat  cuniplaint.i,  apparently  in  eonso- 
([uenec  of  tlu^  pubiieation  of  some  detached  ]>assa<^es 
fiom  my  Des])ateh  of  tlie  .17th  of  last  Ju!y,  on  whieli 
passjiges  the  House  have  lbiind<d  the  remark  "that 
the  researches  authoiized  })y  His  Majesty  for  the 
purpose  of  aseertaiainij;  the  means  of  doin^  justice 
to  His  Canadian  Subjecls,  were  on  several  of  the 
most  e.-ssential  points,  limited  by  pre-coneeived 
opinions  and  anticipated  decisions. 

"  This  suj»positi(Mi,  even  if  it  had  received  any 
countenajjce  from  the  isolated  extracts  from  my 
iustrueiions  to  you  and  your  eolleajj^ues  in  the  Canada 
Comudssion,  which  were  brouiiht  under  the  notice 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  would  have  been  entirely 
removed  if  the  House  had  ]>een  in  possession  of  the 
whole  of  those  instructions.  They  would  have  found 
not  only  that  the  general  tenor  of  those  Instructions 
favored  an  entire  freedom  of  enquiry  and  judgment 
by  the  Commissioners,  but  that  the  most  unequivo- 
cal language  had  l^een  studiously  employed  for  the 
express  purpose  of  counteracting  the  opposite  opinion. 
1  know  not  how  it  would  have  been  possible  to  have 
expressed  His  Majesty's  gracious  intentions  in  terms 
stronger  or  more  unambiguous.  In  my  Despatch  of 
the  17  th  July  last,  I  stated  that,  "  although  your  duty 
as   Commissioners  would    be   exclusively   to   enquire. 
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of  tli.'it  duty  }'tnl  were  |>l;u'('il  uuiLt  no  restrictions 
excepting  siieli  mh  tlie  iieces.sity  ol'tlic  cubC,  or  your  own 
juJ^iniMits  mij,lit  prescribe.' 

"  1  coucUkUmI  my  iiistriictioii'*  hy  disiliumiii;^  '  tlio 
remotest  intention  of  fettering  your  discretion,  or  of 
restrictin;^  in  uny  de;;ree  the  exercise  of  your  own 
jud;4;nients,  citiier  as  to  the  snhject.s  of  entjuiry,  or 
the  opinions  at  which  you  may  arrive. '  1  ob.^erveJ 
that  in  tlio  course  of  your  investigation  new  topics 
would  occur  to  you,  and  new  views  of  topics  ah-eady 
familiar  Would  pri^sent  thenirdves.  '  Vou  will  not' 
I  added,  '  on  any  occasion,  or  f  )r  any  reason,  shrink 
from  the  explicit  declaration  of  your  sentiments.  You 
will  not  decline  any  emjuiry,  the  prosecution  of  wliich 
may  promi,-e  benclit  to  the  Colony  or  to  the  ^Mother 
Country.' 

*'If  th»  whole  of  my  despatch  of  the  ITth  July  had 
been  before  the  House  of  Assembly,  tlnsy  would 
have  found  in  these  and  in  other  passages,  a  suffi- 
cient disproof  of  the  sui)p()sition  that  your  eiKjuiry 
was  limited  by  any  preconceived  opinions  or  anticipat- 
ed decisions. 

"  It  is  indeed  true  that,  in  approaching  this  sub- 
ject, I  recorded  reasons  which  strongly  enforce  the 
closest  possible  adherence  to  the  existing  Constitu- 
tion of  Provincial  Covernment.  In  every  part  of  His 
extensive  dominions,  it  has  beer,  the  constant  object 
of  His  Majesty  to  correct  real  abuses,  and  to  intro- 
duce such  improvements  as  the  existing  state  of 
society,  and  the  deliberate  voice  of  public  ojjinioa 
have  appeared  to  demand.  But  to  reconcile  neces- 
sary changes  with  the  stability  of  political  and  social 
institutions  has  been  no  less  an  object  with  His 
Majesty.  At  once  to  reform  in  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  to  oppose  changes  conceived  in  a  con- 
trary spirit,  is  a  duty  which  the  King  will  never  shrink 
from  avowing  his  intention  to  fuUil. 

"  In  conformity    witli  this   rule  you  wore  directed 
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to  *  apply  yourselves  to  the  investigation  of  this  part 
of  the  general  subject,  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
how  far  the  Legislative  Council  has  really  answered 
the  original  objects  of  its  institution,  and  consider- 
ing of  whgt  amendments  it  may  be  susceptable.' 
You  were  also  informed  that  when  your  '  Report  should 
have  been  received,  His  Majesty  would  take  into 
his  most  serious  consideration  the  questions  whether 
there  are  any  amendments  in  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  it  would  be  fit  to  propose  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Imperial  Legislature,  and  which, 
being  fdunded  on  the  principles  and  conceived  in 
the  spirit  of  the  Act  of  1791,  may  be  cal  ulated  to 
render  the  practical  operation  of  that  statute  more 
conformable  to  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  its 
framers.' 

''If  it  be  enquired  wh;  t  definite  meaning  is  to  le 
attached  to  the  terms  which  I  have  thus  employed,  I 
answer  that  the  principle  of  the  Constitition  of  1791 
is,  that  there  shall  be  two  distinct  and  independent 
Houses  of  Legislature.  Adhering  to  this  general 
principle,  it  remains  for  your  lordship  and  your  col- 
leagues, acting  on  the  instructions  addressed  to  you 
as  Commis  ioners,  to  enquire  how  the  most  eifectual 
means  can  be  taken  for  securing  such  a  Legislative 
Council  as  shall  enjoy  at  once  a  due  share  of  public 
confidence,  and  a  full  exercise  of  an  enlightened  and 
independent  judgment  on  al]  matters  submitted  for  its 
consideration. 

"  The  fears  of  some  and  the  hopes  of  others,  have 
placed  a  more  narrow  construction  on  the  extracts 
of  my  Despatch  of  the  17th  July.  In  disavowing 
that  meaning  I  make  no  concession,  but  simply 
adhere  to  the  views  which  I  was  honored  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's commands,  to  express  before.  Such  as  the 
intensions  of  His  Majesy's  confidential  advisers  were 
on  this  subject  in  July  last,  such  they  still  continue. 

"  The  Address    further   advances   a  complaint  con- 
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nected  with  the  Executive  Government  of  Lower 
Canada,  a  comphiint  which  does  not  find  a  place 
either  in  the  92  resolutions  of  1834  or  in  any  of  the 
earlier  Addresses  or  votes  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 
The  house  now,  however,  state  the  necessity  of  estab- 
lishing in  the  Province  what  is  termed  ''  a  responsible 
and  popular  government." 

*'  Understanding  these  expressions  in  their  obvi- 
ous sense,  His  Majesty  is  happy  to  declare  that  they 
do  not  advance  beyond  the  principles  by  which  it  is 
His  pleasure  and  command  that  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment of  Lower  Canada  should  be  administered. 
It  is  His  Majesty's  desire  and  injunction  that  full  and 
early  explanations  should  be  afforded  to  the  llepre- 
sentatives  of  the  people,  of  all  important  measures 
adopted  by  the  government ;  that  the  Aj-s^mbly 
should  enjoy  the  most  ample  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing both  to  the  King,  himself,  and  to  His  Majesty's 
Representative,  in  the  I'rovince,  their  opinions  and 
their  wishes  respecting  every  such  measure  ;  that  the 
imputed  misconduct  of  any  public  officer,  with 
the  exception  of  His  Majesty's  Representative, 
the  Governor,  who  must  be  responsible  directly 
to  the  King  and  the  Imperial  Parliament,  should 
be  closely  and  impartially  investigated,  that  means 
should  be  devised   for    bringing  to  trial 
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and  puiiish- 
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to    whose    charge     any    nialver; 

be     laid ;      and     that    effectual    security 

taken  for  the   zealous  co-operation  of  all 

officers  in  every  measure  advised  by  the  Legislature  and 

sanctioned  by  the  King   for  the  general  welfare  of  His 

Majesty's  subjects. 

"  The  Address  of  the  Assembly  calls  upon  His 
Majesty  to  recommend  to  Parliament  the  repeal  of 
the  British  statute  respecting  the  tenures  of  land  in 
Lower  Canada.  If  the  House  had  been  in  posses- 
sion of  my  Despatch   of  the   17th  July,  they  would 
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probably  have  waived  tliis  application.  They  would 
have  been  aware  that  the  reluctance  of  the  King,  to 
recorainend  to  Parliament  any  measure  which  could 
be  plausibly  represented  as  an  unnecessary  interference 
with  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Province,  is  the  single 
obstacle  to  the  introduction  of  a  Bill  on  that  subject. 

•'  The  Address  proceeds  to  demand  the  repeal  of 
the  Act  and  the  revocation  of  the  Charter  under  which 
the  British  North  American  Land  Company  is  incor- 
porated, and  the  resumption  of  the  lands  which  have 
been  sold  to  them.  I  shall  not,  I  trust,  be  thought 
forgetful  of  what  is  due  to  the  privileges  and  dignity  of 
the  House,  if  I  do  not  shiink  from  the  avowal  of  any 
opinion  deliberately  entortuined  by  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown,  though  it  be  not  in  accordance  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Canadian 
people;  I  must,  therefore,  state  that  His  iMnjesty's 
Government  caimot  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  questions  raised  by  the  Assembly  respecting  the 
British  North  American  Land  Company,  unless  it 
can  first  be  established  in  due  course  of  law  that  the 
claim  of  the  Company  to  their  corporate  character 
and  to  their  lands  is  invalid.  No  considerations  how- 
ever urgent,  of  temporary  or  apparent  expediency, 
not  even  the  d<"ire  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the 
Assembly  of  Lower  Canada—  than  which  no  motive 
can  be  of  greater  weight, — could  reconcile  His 
Majesty  to  a  measure,  the  principle  of  which  would 
endanger  the  foundation  of  all  proprietary  titlc:^,  and  all 
social  rights. 

"  The  remaining  topics  embraced  in  the  Address 
require,  on  the  present  occasion,  no  very  lengthened 
notice,  because  when  attentively  considered,  that 
document  does  not  appear  to  advance  any  principle 
respecting  them  essentially  different  from  those  which 
are  admitted  or  maintained  in  my  Despatch  of  the  17th 
of  July. 

"  Respecting   Judical    independence,  the    Assembly 
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frankly     admit   the   entire    coiueiUencc     btitwoen     the 
opinions  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers  and  tlieir  ot^ti. 

'•  With  regard  to  the  settlement  and  management 
of  the  uneleared  lands,  and  to  all  questions  of 
finance,  I  trust  I  am  not  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
no  essential  difference  in  principle  exists  between 
the  sentiments  contained  in  the  Address,  and  those  ex- 
pressed in  my  despatch  of  the  17th  July. 

''  And  now,  referring  to  the  preceding  remarks, 
I  conceive  myself  entitled  te  state,  that  there  did 
not  exist  during  the  last  Session  any  real  or  substan- 
tial difference  of  opinion  between  the  jVIinisters  of 
the  Crown  and  the  House  of  Assembly,  on  any  ques- 
tion regarding  which  His  Majesty's  Government  felt 
at  liberty  to  take  any  immediate  proceedings.  No 
single  complaint  had  been  alleged  which  had  not 
been  either  promptly  removed,  or  made  the  subject 
of  impartial  enquiry.  No  mal-administration  of  tlie 
affairs  of  the  Province  was  imputed  to  your  Lordship. 
Without  any  actual  controversy  with  the  Executive 
Government,  the  House,  how^ever,  declined  a  compli- 
ance with  the  proposition  to  provide  for  the  arrears  and 
for  the  supplies  pending  the  enquiry.  His  Majesty  does 
not  deny  that  this  is  a  power  which  the  law  has  entrust- 
ed to  the  representatives  of  the  people.  But  he  cannot 
admit  that,  on  the  present  occasion,  the  recourse  to  the 
exercise  of  that  power  can  be  attributed  to  any  indis- 
position on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  to  accord  the  fullest 
measure  of  justice  to  His  Canadian  subjects.  On  a  re- 
view of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  His  Majesty's 
Government  are  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  course 
pursued  by  the  House  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  misappre- 
hension of  the  tenor  of  your  Lordship's  instructions, 
induced  by  the  publication  of  a  few  detached  passages 
from  them.  Your  Lordship  will,  therefore,  communi- 
cate to  the  House  a  complete  copy  of  those  instructions, 
and  will  renew  your  application  for  the  arrears   now 
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due  to  the  public  officcrn,  and  for  the  funds  necessary  to 
carry  on  His  Majesty's  service. 

*'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord, 
"  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed,)  "  GLENELG." 

The  message  and  documents  accompanying  it  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  *hc 
state  of  the  Province,  which  was  to  sit  on  that  day. 
The  Assembly,  after  deliberating  in  Committee  during 
several  sittings,  finally  reported  on  the  30th  September, 
an  Address  to  His  Excellency,  which  was  adopted  on  a 
division  of  58  to  6,*  and  presented  on  the  3rd  October, 
to  His  Excellency,  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"■  We,  His  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  Commons  of  Lower  Canada,  in  Provincial  Parlia- 
ment assembled,  respectfully  approach  Your  Excel- 
lency for  the  purpose  of  further  replying  to  certain 
parts  of  the  Speech  which  it  pleased  Your  Excel- 
lency to  deliver  at  the  opening  of  the  present  Ses- 
sion ;  also  to  a  Despatch  from  His  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,dated  Downing-street, 
7th  June,  1836,  which,  with  various  documents,  you 
were  pleased  to  ceuse  to  be  laid,  according  to  promise, 
before  us. 

*'  Referring  to  our  Address  to  His  Majesty  on  the 
State  of  the  Province,  dated  26th  February,   1836, 

*  Yeas.— Messieurs  Amiot,  Bardj  Bftrnard,  Berthelot  Bert- 
rand,  Besserer,  Blanchard,  Blancbet,  Bouffard,  Boutiiler,  Ga~ 
reau,  Cherrier,  Cole,  Courteau,  Dellgny,  Desaunier,  De  Ton- 
nancour,  DeWitt,  Jacques  Dorion,  P.  A.  Dorion,  0.  Drolet, 
J.  T  Drolet,  Dubord,  Fortin,  Fraser,  Girouard,Godbout,Gran- 
nis,  H6bert,  Hotchkiss,  Huot,  Jobin,  Kimber,  Knight,  Lacoste, 
Laiontaine,  Lajoie,  Larue,  Lefrancois,  L^tourneau,  Marquis, 
Meillaur,  Mdthot,  Morin,  Mouaseau,  O'Callaghan,  Perrault, 
Proulx,  Raymond,  Rocbxun«  dit  Laroque,  Scott,  Simon,Tach6, 
AntoineCharles  Taschereau,Jo8eph  Andr^  Taschereau,Toomy 
Trudel  and  Vigor.— 58. 

Nays. — Messieurs  Blackburn,  Clapham,  Power,  Stuart, 
Wells  and  Wood.~6. 
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we  assure  Your  Excellency,  as  we  have  already  done 
on  a  recent  occasion,  tliat  it  contained  the  faithful 
expression  of  .the  views,  opinions  and  wants  of  this 
House,  as  well  as  of  the  people  whom  it  represents. 
We  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  discover  any  mis- 
conceptions, or  any  misunderstanding  on  our  part, 
of  a  nature  to  change  the  views  whicli  we  then 
entertained  on  the  divers  subjects  treated  tlierein, 
or  to  suggest  other  means  for  their  accomj>lishnicut. 
We  still  believe  it  to  be  our  duty,  as  well  as  for  the 
advantage  of  the  people,  to  persist  in  the  same 
demands,  in  the  same  declarations,  and  particularly 
in  the  demand  of  an  elective  Legislative  Council. 
Our  opinion  on  the  position  of  the  country  at  the 
present  epoch,  as  expressed  in  our  answer  to  Your 
Excellency,  dated  the  twenty-fourth  of  this  month, 
will  shew  how  ill  justified  we  should  have  been  in 
departing  therefrom.  We  trust  that  His  ^Majesty's 
Government  will  not,  after  mature  deliberation, 
entertain  any  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  our 
statements  and  assertions,  particularly  of  the  neces- 
sity of  changing,  conformably  to  the  prayers  of  this 
House  and  of  the  people,  a  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture which  has,  with  narrow  and  self-interested 
views,  and  moved  by  party  spirit,  interposed  itself 
of  late  more  than  ever  between  the  Country  and 
Metropolitan  State,  and  destroyed  all  our  attempts 
to  aid  in  the  reparation  of  abuses,  and  by  causing 
the  result  of  our  labours  to  reach  the  foot  of  the 
Throne,  to  enable  His  Majesty's  Government  to  con- 
firm us  in  the  belief  of  the  sincerity  of  its  intentions 
and  promises.  We  respectfully  submit,  that  although 
the  evils  and  grievances  which  oppress  the  country 
have  not  been  caused  by  us,  we  have  spared  no 
pains  to  terminate  the  same:  those  efforts  have  all 
failed  in  that  branch,  and  we  are  firmly  convinced 
that  all  measures  of  a  just  and  liberal  nature  will 
hereafter   constantly    fail    therein.     The     remedy   is 
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witliin  the  reach  of  llis  Majetity's  Government.  We 
shall  see  it  appll>  d  with  the  most  lively  satisfaction, 
and  however  sincere  may  be  His  Majesty's  desire  to 
witness  the  entire  removal  of  the  j^rievanees  of  the 
country,  we  can  furnish  in  proof  of  a  desire  equally 
sincere  on  our  part,  the  manner  in  which  we  pro- 
mised, in  our  Address  above  mentioned,  to  welcome 
the  reforms  which  we  still  expect,  and  the  spirit  of 
liberality  and  concession  which  accompanierl  that 
expression  of  our  hopes. 

''  There  is,  in  the  more  recent  dispositions  of  the 
Govej'nment,  in  reference  to  the  full  and  unrestrained 
exercise  of  the  ri.uhts  of  this  Le<j;islature,  a  point 
which  bears  essentially  on  the  character  of  the  pre- 
sent Legislative  Council,  which  we  pray  His  Majesty 
not  to  lose  sijiht  of;  that  is,  that  although  in  principle, 
His  Majesty's  intention  of  leaving  to  the  Provincial 
Legislature  the  repeal  of  certain  injurious  laws,  and 
the  adoption  of  new  provisions  favorable  to  the  insti- 
tutions and  to  the  liberties  of  this  Province,  in  what- 
ever concerns  its  particular  interests,  be  constitutional 
in  its  nature,  and  a  wise  acknowledgment  even  of 
the  principle  of  our  position,  the  effect  thereof  has 
been,  and  will  be  practically  impossible,  in  consequence 
of  the  anomaly  which  the  existence  of  the  said  Legis- 
lative Council  has  created  in  the  Legislature  of  this 
Province.  And  we  express  our  constant  and  un- 
alterable conviction,  guided  by  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution  itself  and  a  long  and  sorro^yful  experi- 
ence, that  this  state  of  violent  opposition  cannot  be 
changed  until  the  principle  of  popular  election  shall 
be  introduced  into  the  constitution  of  the  said  Coun- 
cil, so  as  to  have  a  second  distinct  branch,*  agreeably 
to  what  the  existing  state  of  society  and  the  deliberate 
voice  of  public  opinion  require,  and  which  shall  enjoy 
at  once  a  due  share  of  public  confidence  and  a  full 
exercise  of  rn  enlightened  and  independent  judgment; 
a  result  so  much  to  be  desired,    that,  in  the  said  Des- 
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patch,  the  Ministers  of  tlie  Crown  have  found  therein 
one  of  the  essential  principles  of  the  Act  of  1701. 
We  therefore  dare  to  flatter  ourselves  that  the  pre- 
tensions and  errors  of  tlie  past  will  bo  forgotten,  and 
that  this  great  question  will  be  considered  in  its  full 
extent,  in  its  connection  as  well  with  the  principles 
as  with  the  practice  of  the  Constitution,  and  not  as 
regards  peculiar  reluctances  or  preconceived  opinions 
respecting  which  it  has  pleased  His  Majesty,  in  the 
said  Despatch,  to  remove  our  fears  concerning  the 
future. 

**  What  we  have  stated  above  relative  to  the  opera- 
tion in  the  Province  itself  of  a  Legislature  free  to 
watch  over  its  own  interests,  induces  us  to  hope  that, 
until  there  be  an  essential  change  in  tlie  Legislative 
Council,  His  Majesty,  whilst  desirous  of  adhering  to 
his  benevolent  inclination  of  abstaining  from  every 
act  which  could  be  represented  as  an  unnecessary 
intervention  in  the  intenial  affairs  of  the  Province, 
and  thereby  even  oppose  himself  to  every  legislative 
act  on  the  part  of  the  Metropolitan  State  tending  to 
destroy  that  large  basis,  would  be  pleased  to  take 
into  his  consideration  the  pure  and  simple  repeal  by 
the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  the  Act 
commonly  called  the  Tenures'  Act,  and  of  that  passed 
in  favor  of  the  Land  Company,  as  not  being  opposed 
thereto,  inasmuch  as  the  Canadian  Legislature  never 
participated  in  the  ^passing  of  these  two  Acts  against 
which  this  House  and  the  people  have,  from  the 
commencement,  universally  protested,  and  as  their 
opposition  to  the  rights,  laws  and  institutions  of  this 
Province  is  now  scarcely  a  subject  of  controversy. 
We  therefore  persist  in  praying  that,  until  the  Bill 
passed  on  several  occasions  by  this  House  for  the  ab- 
rogation of  the  said  Tenures'  Act  be  favora])ly  re- 
ceived in  a  Legislative  Council  disposed  to  give  effect 
to  the  Royal  intentions,  His  Majesty's  Government 
would  be  pleased  to  assist  in  otherwise  accomplishing 
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the  repeal  demanded,  which  would  enable  us  to  re- 
establi.sh  order  in  the  ini])ortant  question  of  lands 
and  of  proprietary  law,  and  to  accomplish,  for  the 
advantage  and  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  other  of  His  Majesty's  subjects, 
the  views  expressed  in  our  said  Address. 

"  It  is  for  the  same  reasons  that  we  persist  in  de- 
manding likewise  the  repeal  of  the  Act  passed  in 
favor  of  the  Land  Company,  and  of  the  privileges 
which  that  Act  pretended  to  confirm.  The  consi- 
derations of  public  and  private  law  which  cause  us 
to  take  a  view  of  this  subject  different  from  that  taken 
by  His  Majesty's  Ministers  in  the  said  Despatch,  arc 
too  numerous  and  too  palpable  to  be  detailed  at  this 
moment.  We  shall  pass  over,  also,  in  silence,  the 
rights  peculiar  to  the  people  of  this  Province,  and 
the  circumstances,  painful  to  us,  under  which  that 
Act  was  passed,  and  those  privileges  granted ;  and 
we  shall  abstain  from  pointing  out  the  means  at  the 
disposal  of  the  government  to  settle  this  question 
with  justice  to  all  parties.  We  shall  merely  add, 
that  every  day  convinces  us  the  more,  that  the  prin- 
cipal tendency  of  that  Company  is  to  maintain  that 
division  of  people  against  people,  amongst  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  which  has,  in 
common  ^ith  all  the  evils  resulting  therefrom,  been  fos- 
tered in  times  past,  with  too  much  success,  by  corrupt 
administrations. 

"Neither  can  we  forbear  from  here  pointing  out 
what  we  conceive  to  be,  independent  of  its  constant 
connection  with  the  system  of  Metropolitan  ascend- 
ancy and  Colonial  degradation,  a  grand  error  in  the 
disposal  of  the  public  domain  of  this  Province.  That 
is,  that  in  granting  the  lands  nominally  under  the 
tenure  of  free  and  common  soccage,  which,  based 
upon  views  of  free  and  prosperous  colonization,  and 
with  a  due  respect  for  the  la-svs  of  the  country,  would, 
in  fact,  be  a  desirable  tenure ;  the  advantages  thereof 
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have,  in  reality,  only  been  accorded  to  the  original 
grantees  rendered  absolute  lujusters  of  immense  tracts 
of  land,  without  any  reserve  having  been  made  for 
the  future  rights  and  interests  of  the  mass  of  actual 
settlers  who  would  improve  the  soil,  but  who,  although 
His  Majesty's  free-bom  subjects,  find  themselves  fet- 
tered in  the  extent  of  all  those  great  concessions,  by 
onerous  and  servile  tenures.  It  is  nevertheless  after 
this  sj'stem  has  been  tardily  repudiated,  tliat  nearly 
a  million  of  acres  of  the  lands  of  the  country  have 
been  improvideutly,  and  witliout  any  greater  control, 
granted  to  the  said  Company,  with  the  further  privi- 
lege of  augmenting  thaf;  quantity  by  unlimited  acqui- 
sitions dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  In- 
dependent of  this  anomaly  and  numerous  other  vices 
with  which  the  said  grant  is  tainted,  the  King's 
Ministers  cannot  be  so  unaccjuainted  with  the  subject, 
as  to  consider  it  a  question  merely  of  private  law,  or 
to  believe  that,  in  any  new  country,  the  disposal  and 
settlement  of  an  iumiense  extent  of  the  public  lands 
can  be  withdrawn  from  the  control  of  the  Legislature, 
and  abandoned  to  the  unrestrained  direction  of  indi- 
viduals. 

*'  The  presence  in  the  Province  of  certain  preten- 
ded authorities,  whose  powers  and  attributes  are  not 
to  be  found  either  in  the  Constitution  or  in  any  law, 
has  so  often  been  alleged  by  Your  Excellency  and 
by  the  Executive  authorities  in  the  Metropolitan 
State  as  being  of  a  nature  to  retard  till  a  future 
period,  the  restoration  of  order  and  the  introduction 
of  those  improvements  demanded  by  the  people,  that 
we  cannot  refrain  from  here  making  a  few  general 
observations  which  must  have  attracted  the  attention 
of  every  public  man.  We  believe  that  this  House 
is  the  legitimate  and  authorized  organ  of  all  classes 
of  inhabitants  in  the  country,  and  that  its  represen- 
tations are  the  constitutional  expressions  of  their 
wishes  and  of  their  wants.     We  believe  that  the  im- 
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partial  use  wo  liavo  mado  of  tlio  powers  vested  in  uh, 
for  the  protection  and  the  Iiappiness  of  all  our  fellow- 
PubjectH,  oufflit  to  have  secured  to  us  due  confidence, 
when  we  solemnly  exercised  those  hiirh  privile«rcs.  It 
must,  liowever,  have  been  the  result  of  an  unjust  dis- 
trust of  this  House  and  the  people  of  this  l*rovinee,  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  has  rejected  our  prayers  to 
defer  to  the  opinions  of  a  few  individuals,  strangers 
to  the  country,  the  fate  of  which  was  thereby  com- 
mitted to  men  whoso  vague  and  subordiatc  mission 
could  not  bo  acknowledged  by  any  independent  au- 
thority recognized  by  the  Constitution,  the  spirit  of 
which  Plis  Majesty  is  particularly  desirous  to  maintain. 
Thus  it  is  that  a  power  acting  without  law  and  against 
law,  could  not  form  any  other  connection  but  with 
those  wlio  entertained  the  same  erroneous  views,  and 
who,  long  since  the  avowed  enemies  of  this  House 
and  of  the  people,  profit  by  the  system  of  dishonest 
policy  which  has  been  up  to  this  moment  the  bane  of 
the  country,  and  which  has,  nevertheless,  })cen  main- 
tained by  many  acts  and  declarations  of  the  Crown 
and  of  Parliament.  We  believe  therefore  that  the 
restoration  of  order  and  of  the  mutual  respect  which 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  maintain  it  owe  to  each 
other,  is  one  of  the  measures  the  most  conductive 
to  promote  the  establishment  of  a  Goveniment  as 
responsible  and  as  popular  as  that  which  His  Majesty 
(in  enumerating  in  the  said  despatch  his  dispositions  on 
several  important  points)  declares  he  is  entirely  dispos- 
ed to  admit.  We  must  equally  declare  that  any  de- 
parture from  those  intentions  based  upon  inquiries  ema- 
nating from  a  vitiated  source,  could  not  be  sanctioned 
by  any  portion  of  the  people  sufficiently  strong  to  lend 
its  aid  to  a  good  Government. 

"  We  shall  pass  over  in  silence  the  Judicial  inde- 
pendence and  the  establishment  in  the  Province  of  a 
high  Tribunal  of  public  impeachments.  It  is  too 
evident   that  the  sole  obstacle  which  now  exists   de- 
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ponds  upon  tlio  solution  of  tlic  question  wliicli  we  look 
upon  as  of  the  utmont  inn>ortnnce. 

''Neith(;r  slmll  we  dincusH  the  demand  made  by 
this  House,  of  tlio  free  exercise  of  its  l*arlianicntary 
and  Constitutional  authority  over  the  settlement  and 
niana<rement  of  the  lands  of  the  IVovinee,  and  its 
control  over  all  the  branches  of  the  Executive  Cov- 
emment  ;  we  |shall  also  omit  whatever  ap]x»rtains  to 
the  settlement  of  the  financial  question,  whereby  the 
Executive  authority  would  no  longer  impede  the 
rijj^litful  control  of  this  House  over  the  jiublie  revenue. 
Our  views  and  offers  on  these  two  subjects  have, 
without  doubt,  been  considered  liberal  by  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government;  we  arc,  at  least,  inclined  so  to 
believe,  in  consequence  of  the  opinion  expressed  in 
the  said  despatch  on  this  part  of  our  Address;  more- 
over, if  we  understand,  in  its  true  meaning:,  that  part 
of  the  said  despatch  which  approves  of  our  opinions 
on  divers  other  points,  without  discussinfi:  any  of 
them  in  particular,  we  should  be  induced  to  believe 
that  His  jMajesty's  Govemmcnt,  convinced  of  the 
justice  of  our  demands  on  these  poiiits,  and  of  their 
accordance  with  the  jjrood  <j;overnnieni  ot  the  country, 
has  now  accceded  thereto  without  re(}urintr  any  further 
useless  delay,  and  without  further  investigation  of  rights 
and  p    iciples  so  ck.ir  and  so  essential. 

"  If  our  hope  of  happy  days  ihr  our  country  do 
not  lead  us  to  interpret  too  liaberally  frcneral  expres- 
sions, and  that  hojx;  be  founded  on  something;  more 
than  fr;enerous  inferences,  we  cannot  sufficiently  ex- 
press to  Your  Excellency  how  much  we  rejoice  at 
havinjr,  by  our  perseverance,  contributed  to  the  sub- 
stitution of  an  unjust  and  partial  system,  by  an  order 
of  thinii'S  conformable  to  the  ri<i:hts  and  demands  of 
the  people.  Nevertheless,  we  cannot  but  feel  deep 
rei>Tet  and  profound  irrief.  when  we  consider  that 
these  declarations,  as  well  as  those  which  preceded 
them  on  several  occasions,  have  as  yet  availed  nothinjr; 
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that  tlie  vices  of  our  politicul  institutiouH  roniain  un- 
nltcivd  ;  that  the  J'rovinciul  Jie^inhiture  couthmes  to 
bo  paralyzed  in  its  functions,  by  the  support  ^ivcn 
to  the  Jjc^islativo  Council ;  that  uo  esscnitiul  reform 
has  b6en  introduced  as  yet  into  tlie  Adniinistrution, 
or  for  the  removal  of  abuses ;  that  the  Executive  and 
Judicial  authorities  liave  preserved  and  manifested 
the  same  character  of  a  faction  cf>nibine(l  a^iainst  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  and  its  public  })roperty ; 
when  we  ptirceive  that  prejudical  in({uir('S  in  oppo- 
Hition  to  the  above  mentioned  declaration  have  not 
as  yet  been  abandoned ; — when,  in  fine,  the  Kxecu- 
tive  Government  of  the  Province,  doubtless  in  obe- 
dience to  the  special  order  of  the  authority  which 
appointed  it,  has  had  recourse,  since  the  last  session, 
to  the  practice  of  disposing  of  the  Public  Treasury  of 
the  Province,  without  the  consent  of  this  House. 
Thus  the  state  of  the  country  having  therefore  re- 
mained the  same,  we  believe  it  to  be  our  imperative 
duty  to  adhere  unalterably  to  the  contents  of  our 
saiu  Address  on  the  2r)th  of  February  last,  as  well  as 
to  our  j)revious  declarations  ;  and  to  them  do  we  ad- 
here. 

"  In  reference  now  to  the  demand  which  Your 
Excellency  has  renewed  under  existing  circumstences 
for  a  Supply,  relying  on  the  salutary  maxim,  that  the 
correction  of  abuses  and  the  redress  of  grievance 
ought  to  precede  the  grant  thereof,  we  have  been  of 
opinion  tliat  there  is  nothing  to  authorize  us  to  alter 
our  resolution  of  the  last  session.*  Your  Excellency 
will  bear  in  mind  tl\at  our  detennination  to  obtain 
justice  by  means  warranted  by  the  best  approved 
precedents,  and  by  the  sj>irit  of  the  Constitution  itself, 
was  taken  at  a  more  distant  epoch,  and  that  as  a 
mark  of  our  confidence  in  you,  we  temporarily  de- 
parted from  that  determination  by  voting  a  Supply 
for  six  mouths.  We  assure  Your  Excellency,  as  well 
as  His  Majesty's  Goverament,  that   in  that  act,    which 
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wc  look  u|M)n  as  a  mark  «»f  our  lihorality,  wo  were 
promoted  l»y  no  miin>r  consideration,  nor  by  any 
unjust  or  incorrect  interpretation  of  the  intentions 
of  II is  Majesty's  Ministers.  T\w.  conclusion  of  our 
said  Address  contains  an  explanation  of  fuir  motives, 
and  of  tiie  difllculties  which  it  was  not  in  our  power 
to  ward  off;  the  same  circunjstances,  as  well  as  the 
previous  consideration  of  the  salutary  principle  ahovo 
referred  to,  render  it  incumbent  on  us,  in  the  present 
conjuncture,  to  adjourn  our  deliberations  until  His 
Majesty's  fiovernmcnt  shall  by  its  acts,  especially  by 
rendeririLC  the  second  })rancli  of  the  Lc}j;islature  con- 
formable to  the  wislies  and  wants  of  the  people,  have 
commenced  the  ^reat  work  of  justice  and  reform,  and 
created  a  confidence  which  alone  can  crown  it  with  suc- 
cess. 

"  Amidst  the  closing  events  of  the  bust  session, 
there  is  one  circumstance  in  particular  which  wc 
rcspectfidly  believe  has  not  been  sufficiently  noticed 
by  His  Majesty's  Government — that  is:  it  was  not 
this  House,  but  the  Leixislativc  Council  which  de- 
prived the  Provincial  Administration  of  the  resources 
which  would  liavc  been  at  its  disposal,  and  which 
placing  itself  between  the  Crown  and  the  People  in  a 
matter  specially  appertaining  to  the  Representatives  of 
the  latter,  has  prevented  the  free  gift  of  the  Commons 
to  reach  the  Throne. 

''  In  concluding  tliis  Address,  we  shall  again  express 
our  belief  in  Your  •  Excellency's  sincerity  and  inten- 
tions, and  we  flatter  ourselves  tliat  under  different 
circumstances  and  with  more  direct  powers,  Your 
Excellency  would  have  sooner  helped  to  obtain  the 
change  which  we  await.  If  such  a  change  had  taken 
place,  the  good  understanding  wdiich  has  hitherto 
existed  between  this  House  and  Your  Excellency, 
notwitlistandin2:  the  difficulties  of  our  respective  pro- 
sitions,  would   lead    us    to    expect    the    most   happy 
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results  from  Your  Excellency's  desire  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  the  country." 

To  this  His  Excellency  replied  : — 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  and 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  For  the  portions  of  this  Address  which  are  di- 
rected to  me  personally,  I  cannot  but  thank  you. 
At  the  same  time  my  sense  of  public  duty,  and  the 
warm  interest  I  take  in  the  v.'clfarc  of  the  Province, 
compel  me  frankly  to  address  to  you  my  deep  regret  at 
the  conclusions  you  have  come  to. 

"  The  determination  you  express  never  to  resume 
your  functions  under  the  existing  Constitution,  \'ir- 
tually  deprives  the  country  of  a  domestic  Legislature, 
and  places  it  in  a  situation  in  which  the  greatest  em- 
barrassments must  bo  felt  until  a  remedy  can  be  applied 
by  the  supreme  authorities  of  the  Empire. 
"Gentlemen, 

"  Your  Address  shall  be  transmitted  to  Enulnnd  with 
the  least  possible  delay." 

His  Excellency,  on  the  following  day,  went  down  in 
state  to  the  Council  Chamber,  and  prorogued  the  Par- 
liament with  rhe  following  short  and  pithy  speech : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council, 

''  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  There  being  no  longer  any  prospects  of  a  good 
result  from  the  message,  which,  by  the  commands  of 
our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign,  I  communicated  a  few 
days  ago  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  I  hasten  to  put 
an  end  to  this  session,  and  to  enable  you  to  return  to 
your  homes. 

'•  The  object  of  convoking  the  present  Parliament 
was  to  make  a  renewed  eftort  on  the  pjirt  of  His  Ma- 
jesty to  restore  some  interval  of  repose  to  His  Cana- 
dian people.  I  lament,  however,  that  instead  of 
awaiting   the   development  of  those    measures    which 
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aie  in  preparation,  but  wliich,  to  Le  effectual,  mu^t 
be  matured  with  the  time  and  attention,  a  more  liasty 
dicision  continues  to  be  insisted  upon,  and  the  Pro- 
vince is  even  threatened  with  the  abandonment,  by 
one  brancli  of  the  Legislature,  of  the  duties  confided 
to  it  by  the  Constitution  ; — without  dwelling  on  this 
inauspicious  project,  I  will  merely  observe  that,  if  it 
be  persisted  in,  the  number  of  temporary  Acts  in 
Lower  Canada,  and  the  importance  of  some  whicli 
arc  not  long  hence  to  expire,  must  give  peculiar  effect 
in  this  Province  to  a  decision,  wliich,  in  no  country 
endowed  with  powers  of  domestic  legislation,  could  be 
otherwise  than  a  severe  privation,  and  source  of  public 
suffering. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  In  taking  leave  of  you,  I  will  only  express  the 
hope  I  am  unwilling  to  forego,  that,  however  the 
political  embarrassments  of  the  country  may  appear 
to  multiply  around  us,  the  inherent  elements  of  pros- 
perity and  contentment  which  it  contains  may  triumph 
over  all  adventitious  causes  of  difficulty." 

The  Assembly  had  been  in  cession  from  tlie  22ud 
September  to  the  -ith  October  inclusively  (13  drys), 
but  no  bill  whatever  had  passed,  two  only  being  in- 
troduced, one  for  the  appointment  of  an  Agent  in  the 
United  Kingdom ;  the  other,  as  at  the  previous  session 
to  amend  tlie  Constitutional  Act,  in  so  far  as  related  to 
the  constitution  and  formation  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, neither  of  which  had  readied  the  third  reading  when 
the  prorogation  took  place. 

The  following,  in  reference  to  the  reform  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council,  as  insisted  upon  by  the  Assembly,  is 
from  Mr.  Neilson's  Quebec  Gazette,  19th  August, 
1836:— 

"  LOWER  CANADA  POLITICS. 

''  The  Quebec  Mercurij^  of  last  evening  contains  a 
second    Icttor     on    the     Canadas,    copied    from    the 
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London  Times  of  the  13th  June.  Tlie  writer  is  cer- 
tainly much  better  aci{uianted  with  the  p'^blic  af- 
fairs of  the  Provinces  than  most  of  the  persons  who 
write  in  the  London  papers ;  but  he  falls  into  some 
errors.  It  was  only  latterly  that  Mr.  Hume  took 
any  active  part  in  stirrinj?  up  mischief  in  Canada, 
and  we  believe  he  is  more  indebted  to  love  of  theories 
and  an  interneddlin<j^  disposition  for  any  harm  that  he 
has  done,  than  any  vicious  motives. 

"  The  whole  of  the  difficulties  in  the  Canadas  which 
have  now  retarded  the  prosperity  and  diminished 
the  happiness  of  their  inhabitants  for  many  years, 
proceed  from  tlie  motion  of  the  abolition  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council.  Neither  Mr.  Hume,  nor  Mr. 
Vigor,  nor  Mr.  Mackenize,  are  the  authors  of  it. 
It  was  first  agitated  in  the  Assembly  of  Lower  Ca- 
nada, in  1831,  and  Mr.  Vigor,  who  had  lately  been 
called  to  the  Council,  was  opposed  to  it.  It  did 
not  even  originate  in  Canada ;  was  never  asked  for 
by  the  petitions  from  any  portion  of  the  country,  be- 
fore it  was  introduced  into  the  Assembly ;  was 
twice  negatived  in  that  body:  viz,  in  1831  and  in 
1832,  by  the  same  House  who  adopted  it  in  1833. 
The  Executive  Council  was  a  substitute  proposed  by  the 
lute  Mr.  Thomas  Lee,  in  1831 ;  but  not  acted  on  at  the 
time. 

"  The  idea  of  annihilating  one  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature originated  in  England.  It  was  the  offspring 
-  of  a  place  hunting  propensity  among  persons  there 
in  some  degree  connected  with  Lower  Canada. 
An  agent  had  been  recommended  by  the  Canada 
Committee  of  1828;  the  nomination  of  the  Assem- 
bly had  failed  by  disagreement  with  the  Council,  and 
Mr.  Labouchere  had  refused  to  act  officially,  as  it 
might  place  him  in  opposition  with  his  duty  as  a 
Member  of  Parliament.  A  reformation  in  the  com- 
position of  the  Council  was  commenced,  and  it  was 
passing   every   Bill   which    the   Assembly    had    coni- 
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plained  of  its  not  passing ;  in  fjict  tlierc  was  greater 
harmony  in  the  colony,  more  doing  for  its  ad- 
vancement tlian  ever  had  been  done  in  the  same 
time  before.  But  tliere  were  people  in  England 
who  were  in  want  of  advancement.  It  was  under 
these  circumstances  that  a  book  was  written  and  print- 
ed in  England  in  1830,  and  sent  out  to  Canada, 
recommending  the  abolition  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. This  book  bore  the  name  of  the  late  Dr.  La- 
terri^re,  but  was  written  by  Mr.  John  Arthur  Roe- 
buck, the  same  who  had  written  and  published  a  pamph- 
let at  Quebec,  in  1822,  in  favour  of  the  union  of  the 
Provinces.  The  notions  of  this  book  were  adopted  by 
some  persons  on  the  River  Chanibly,  and  unfortunately, 
in  the  end  by  Mr.  Papineau,  the  Speaker,  who  got  Mr. 
Bourdages  to  move  a  resolution  to  that  effect  in  the 
Session  of  1830-31.  Mr.  Roebuck  has  then  the  sole 
merit  of  the  proposal  to  destroy  one  of  the  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  Lower  Canada  Legislature,  which  has 
had  such  an  injurious  eflfcct  on  the  Province ;  and  Mr. 
Roebuck  is  Agent  of  the  Assembly,  in  England,  with  a 
salary  and  contingencies  of  £1,100  sterling,  a  year,  paid 
in  f  .11,  in  good  bills  on  London.  All  this  is  matter  of 
fiict,  which  can  be  supported  by  indisputable  evidence, 
but  of  which  the  writer  in  the  Times  was  probably  not 
aware. 
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The  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada  being  still  in  session, 
an  Address,  shortly  after  the  prorogation  of  that  of  this 
Province,  was  voted  by  the  Assembly  to  His  Majesty, 
praying  for  the  annexation  of  the  City  ajid  Island  of 
Montreal  to  that  Province. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Quebec  Constitu- 
tional Association,  elected  in  December,  1835,  (and 
of  which  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart  had  been  Chainnaa 
since  its  formation,  in  December,  1834,  until  the  time 
when,  retiring  from  it  at  his  own  request,  he  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Neilson,)  made,  at  a  general 
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meeting  of  the  body  on  the  5tli  December  of  the 
present  year,  their  annual  report  of  proceedings  for  the 
previous  twelvemonth,  concluding  UvS  follows : — 

''  The  Committe'e,  on  a  brief  review  of  the  position 
of  the  members  of  the  Association  and  petitioners 
since  the  last  annual  report  submit,  that  although 
nothing  has  been  actually  done  to  alleviate  the  evils 
of  which  they  complained  to  His  Majesty  and  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  they  see  no  reason  for  des- 
ponding. 

''  Whatever  may  be  the  lamentable  weakness  ex- 
hibited by  the  Colonial  Executive,  the  Connnittee 
are  persuaded  that  at  least  there  is  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty  to  do  justice  to  the  Province, 
and  to  maintain  the  necessary  powers  and  prerogatives 
of  the  Crown,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  give  these  the  de- 
sired effect. 

^'  The  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada,  on  an  appeal 
to  them  by  the  Crown,  have  effectutdly  disenthralled 
themselves  from  the  dominion  of  men  who  had  com- 
bined with  the  prevailing  party  in  the  Apfjembly  of 
this  Province  to  subvert  the  established  Constitution 
of  the  Canadas,  and  perpetuate  the  evils  of  which 
we  complain.  That  Province  is  now  affording  un- 
controvertible evidence  of  the  benefits  which  may 
be  derived  from  tlie  existing  Constitution,  with  an 
Assembly  cultivutlng  liarmony  with  tlie  other  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  and  co-operating  in  the  liberal  and 
beneficent  views  so  often  expressed  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. All  our  Sister  Colonies  of  this  Continent  are 
also  promoting  their  own  welfare,  under  a  Constitution 
in  principle  similar  to  that  of  the  Canadas,  and  in  har- 
mony with  the  general  government  of  the  Cxupire. 

-  "  The  Committee  cannot  flatter  itself,  that  much  good 
has  resulted  from  its  own  labours  as  detailed  in  the  pre- 
sent report. 

"  It  has,  however,  kept  constantly  in  mind  that  it 
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was  a  tluty  imposed  upon  it,  by  tlio  monibcrs  of  the 
Association  and  tlie  petitioners,  to  support  their 
petition  before  the  lioyal  Comniissioners,  On  sev- 
eral heads  of  enquiry,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Cora- 
niittoc  has  been  heard,  but  it  has  to  regret  that  on 
one  most  important  point,  the  state  of  the  represen- 
tation, the  documents  which  were  in  preparation 
have  not  yet  been  completed,  and  the  duty  as  well 
of  completing'  these,  as  of  making  such  further  re- 
presentations as  may  be  called  for,  will  devolve  upon 
their  successors  in  office. 

"  It  will  also  be  their  duty  to  l;iy  before  you  tlic 
proceedings  liad  by  the  Select  General  Committee, 
at  Montreal,  as  well  at  the  meeting  in  »lune,  as  at 
their  late  adjourned  meeting,  in  the  last  month,  when 
they  shall  be  received. 

''  The  Committee  uiay,  however,  presume  that  the 
following  clauses  of  their  instruction  have  not  beer 
lost  sight  of  in  the  enquiries  of  the  Royal  Commissioners, 
viz : — 

"  There  is  one  complaint  closely  connected  with 
the  topic  referred  to,  of  which  I  do  not  find  any 
notice  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly.  The 
Constitution  of  Lower  Canada  consists  of  various 
branches  or  members,  to  each  of  which  Parliament 
has  assigned  such  functions  as  were  thought  necessary 
to  counterbalance  the  danger  of  abuse  in  the  other  or- 
gans of  Government. 

"  If  the  balance  be  disturbed,  a  count<:'rpoise  would 
be  required  to  rectify  the  disturbance.  It  is  earnestly 
maintained  by  many,  that  the  House  tof  Assembly 
does  not  supply  a  fair  representation  of  the  Canadian 
People ;  that  the  constituencies  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince are  so  arranged  as  to  ensure  the  return  of  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  Members  in  the  interest 
of  the  Canadians  of  Frencli  descent,  than  is  warrant- 
ed either  by  their  numbers  or  their  property;  and 
that   neither   the    commercial  interest,    nor  the  land- 
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holders  in  the  Townsliips,  arc  protected  in  the  po- 
pular branch  of  the  Legislature  with  any  ju^t  regard 
to  the  importance  or  to  the  wealth  and  number  of 
the  persons  employed  in  those  classes.  The  Cana- 
dians of  British  descent  have  been  therelbre,  it  is 
said,  accustomed  to  look  to  the  Legislative  Council 
for  defence  against  the  partiality  which  they  ascribe  to 
the  Members  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

''  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  en({ulre  into  the 
truth  of  these  allegations.  This  duty,  indeed,  you 
are  bound  to  perform,  with  a  view  to  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  even  independently  of  any 
reference  to  the  bearing  on  the  constitution  of  the 
Legislative  Council  The  number  of  persons  of 
British  or  of  French  birth  or  orighi  actually  sitting 
in  the  Assembly  will,  of  course,  afford  a  most  per- 
fect criterion  of  the  influence  by  which  their  seats 
may  have  been  obtained,  and  of  the  course  of  policy 
to  which  they  will  habitually  incline.  The  ma- 
terial question  respects  the  national  character  and 
prepossessions  rather  of  the  several  constituencies, 
than  of  the  different  Members.  Lower  Canada 
must  also  be  viewed  as  a  country  in  which  the  limits 
of  settlement  and  cultivation  arc  continually 
widening.  It  requires  therefore  an  elective  system, 
resting  on  a  principle  such  as  shall  accommodate 
itself  to  changes  which  are  taking  place  in  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  Electors,  with  a  magnitude  and 
rapidity  to  which  there  is  no  parallel  in  the  communities 
of  Europe," 

The  Committee  terminate  as  follows : 

''  The  late  meeting  of  the  legislature  has  furnished 
additonal  evidence  if  any  were  wanting,  that 
the  Province  cannot  enjoy  the  benefit  of  good  gov- 
ernment, an  independent  administration  of  justice,  and 
a  beneficial  local  Legislature,  until  there  is  a  reform 
in    the    representation   in    the    House     of  Assemby , 
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founded  upon  the  coniliiiied  principles  of  terailory 
and  population,  so  that  the  British  and  Irish  inhab- 
itants and  others  n<>t  nl'  Freneh  orii-in  may  have  that 
jharc  in  tlie  c-hoiee  of  the  Members  to  wliieh  they 
are  entitled.  That  sueli  a  reform  will  ever  be  ef- 
fected with  the  consent  of  the  present  overwhelm- 
ing miijority  of  jMembers,  elected  by  a  distinct  con- 
stituency whose  peculiar  prejudices  are  incessantly 
excited  against  theirfellow-subjeets  not  of  Freneh  nation- 
al orijrin,  cannot  reasonably  be  expected. 

"  The  Committee  trust,  however,  to  the  .sense  of 
justice  whicli  prevails  in  tlie  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  to  wlioni  all  parties  have  appealed, 
and  to  the  settled  adherence  of  men  of  British  and 
Irish  ori<i;in,  to  the  principles  of  theBritishCNmstitution, 
as  well  as  to  their  perseverimr  character  for  final  suc- 
cess in  obtain iiiLi'  justice. 

''  The  Connnittce  can  rely  with  perfect  confidence  oit- 
the  warm  attachment  of  the  petitioners  to  the  countries 
of  their  birth  and  of  their  ancestors,  to  oi»a1>le  them 
to  endure  all  the  tri;ds  to  which  they  may  vet  be  exposed 
in  this  rrovmce. 

The  whole  nevertheless  humbly  submitted. 
By  order  of  the  Committee, 

T.  A.  YOlTNd,  Secretary 

The  Commissioners  havinci' invest iuated  and  reported 
upon  the  matters  referred  to  them.  Sir  Chas.  Grey  took 
his  departure  for  England,  vut  New  York,  at  the  end  of 
Nov.,  Sir  George  Gipps  and  Mr.  Elliott  following  him  ia 
Feb.  by  the  same  route.  The  reports  of  these  gentlemen, 
which  did  not  appear  pu])liv>ly  until  after  they  were  laid 
before  tlie  Imperial  Parliament,  were  elaborate  and  com- 
prehensive, but  too  voluminous,  although  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  history  of  Lower  Canada,  for  a  place  in  the  pre- 
sent work,  or  in  the  appendix  to  it,  constituting,  as  they 
do,  a  considerable  volume  of  themselves. 

Accounts  reached  the  Province  towards  the  middle  of 
April,  that  Lower  Cnnada  affairs  had  been  brought  up  in 
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the  lIouHG  ofConimons  by  Lord  Joliii  Russell,  and  that 
certain  resolutions  luid  been  ado])ted  by  a  large  ma- 
jority with  respect  to  theni.-'^  These  produced 
great    excitement    and    auitation,    the  papers    in   the 

*  The  foUowinf?  Monil)ers  spoke  in  tlie  debate  of  the  Gth  of 
March,  on  Lord  John  RusseH's  Resolutions  rcS])ecting  Cana- 
da, "  :--  '  rd  John  Russel — Mr.  Robinson — Mr.  P.  Stewart 
— C'  }!:»n(  .1  Thompson— Sir  William  Molesworth — Sir  Geo. 
Grey  Mr.  «. ;  ader,  who  moved  an  amendment— Mr,  Roe])Uck 
twice-    i;;l  ii..  Hump. 

K'      UUTIONS  ON  CANADA    AFFAIRS. 

ijth  March,  1836. 

"  1.  That  since  the  3lgt  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1832, 
■o  provision  has  been  made  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Provin- 
ce of  Lower  Canada  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  for  the  support  of  the  civil  government 
within  the  said  Province  ;  and  that  there  will,  on  the  10th 
day  of  April  now  next  ensuing,  be  required  for  defraying  in 
full  the  charges  aforesaid  to  that  day,  the  sum  of  £142,160 
14s.  Gd. 

*'  2.  Tiiat  at  a  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Lower  Canada 
holden  at  the  city  of  Quebec,  in  the  said  Province,  in  the 
months  of  September  and  October,  183G,the  Governor  of  said 
Province,  in  compliance  with  His  Majesty's  Commands,  re- 
commended to  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereof 
the  estimates  for  the  present  year,  and  also  the  accounts, 
shewing  the  arrears  due  in  respect  of  the  civil  government, 
and  signified  to  the  said  House  his  Majesty's  confidence,  that 
they  would  accede  to  the  application  which  he  had  been  com- 
manded to  renew  for  pajment  of  the  arrears  due  on  account 
of  public  service,  and  for  the  funds  necssary  to  carry  on  the 
civil  gevernraent  of  the  Province. 

"  3rd.  That  the  said  House  of  Assembly,  on  the  3rd  day  of 
October,  1836,  by  an  Address  to  the  Governor  of  the  said  Pro- 
vince declined  to  vote  a  supply  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and 
by  the  said  Address,  after  referring  to  a  former  Address  of 
the  said  House  to  the  Governor  of  the  said  Province,  declar- 
ed that  the  said  House  persisted,  amongst  other  things,  in 
the  daraand  of  an  Elective  Council,  and  in  demanding  the 
repeal  of  a  certain  act  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  favour  of  the  North  American  Land  Company  ; 
and  by  the  said  Address  the  said  House  of  Assembly  further 
advened  to  the  demand  made  bythat  House  of  the  free  exercise 
of  its  control  over  all  the  branches  of  the  goverumenc  and  by 
the  said  Address  the  said  House  of  Assembly  further  declared, 
that  it  was  incumbent  on  them  in  the  present  conjuncture  to 
adjourn  their  deliberations  until  his  Majests's  governmet  byits 
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interest  of  the  auitators,  or  •  patriots,'  as,  not  to  seem  fa?*- 
tiJioiis,  we  sliall  hereafter  term  tlieni,  teeniinLi;  with  t^c 
most  bitter  invective  airainst  the  Minister  and  liissuppc 
ters.'^ 

acts,  especially  by  rendering  the  second  branch  of  the  Legisla* 
tare,  conformable  to  the  wishes  and  wants  of  the  people,  have 
commenced  the  great  work  of  justice  and  reform,  and  created 
a  confidence  which  alone  could  crown  it  with  success. 

"  4.  That  iu  the  existing  stale  of  Lower  Canada,  it  is  un- 
advisable  to  make  the  Legislative  Council  of  that  Province 
an  elective  body  ;  but  that  it  is  exp'^  Ment  that  measures  bo 
adopted  for  securing  to  that  branch  c  lij.  '^egislature  a  great- 
er degree  of  public  confidence.' 

*  The  following  will  ser^'e  as  a  s  '"im*  ,  from  the  Vindica- 
tor, edited  by  Doctor  O'Ctillaghai     VI.  Vp.  :— 

"  It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  ^n^-'  ince,  that  the  feeling 
created  throughout  this  wealthy  an.,  pupu'ous  District,  by 
Lord  John  Russell's  infamous  r  4u''ons,  is  one  of  unmixed 
INDI9NATI0N.  They  are  met  evv  j  svhere  with  "  curses  not 
loud  but  deep,"  and  a  fixed,  stubborn  determination,  to  resist 
any  and  every  attempt  to  enslave  the  country. 

'*  The  Reformers  are  already  on  the  alert.  Some  prelimin- 
ary meetings  have,  we  understand,  been  held,  preparatory  to 
calling  a  meeting  of  the  rich  and  independent  County  of  Rich- 
elieu. To  the  freeholders  of  the  county  in  which  the  Hon.Mr. 
De  Bartzch  resides,  will  belong  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to 
denounce  the  Honorable  rentgade  and  the  machiavelian  policy  of 
the  treacherous  government. 

**  A  movement  in  such  a  quarter  is  ominous  for  the  treacher- 
ous administration  of  Lord  Gosford.  It  will,  we  have  no  doubt, 
be  followed  throughout  the  Province  by  similar  meetings,  and 
before  the  summer  will  have  gone  over  their  heads,  the  people 
of  Lower  Canada  will  tell,  both  tbeir  representatives  and  their 
rulers,  that  they  are  not  the  stufif  from  which  slaves  are  made. 

"  It  could  not  be  otherwise.  Those  who  have  corabatted, 
and  successfully  combatted,  the  attempts  of  Dalhousie  to  pay 
away  their  money  without  the  authority  of  law  ;  those  who 
have,  year  after  year,  protested  against  the  unconstitutional 
interference  of  the  British  Parliament  in  our  internal  affairs, 
will  not  allow  it  to  go  abroad  to  the  world,  that  their  princi- 
ples and  protests  are  nothing  better  than  waste  paper.  They 
will  not  permit  it  to  be  said  that,  at  the  backof  even  a  House  of 
Commons,  they  now  sanction  what  they  have  up  to  this  day 
so  doggedly,  so  repeatedly,  so  consistently,  and  so  honorably 
resisted. 
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A  j^reat  Indi^Tiatioii  lucctiiii;-  tcok  place  at  St.  Ours,  on 
the  river  Uichc'liou,  tlicTtli  May,  under  the  auspices  prin- 
cipally (rf  Doctor  Wolford  Nelson,  ^^llo  resided  at  8t. 
Denis,  near  that  place,  and  vas  exceedinj^ly  zealous  and 
active  in  promoting  the  patriotic  cause,  as  it  wasnow  styl- 
ed by  themselves.  Several  very  strong  and  significant  re- 
solutions were  passed  on  the  occasion. 

"  Twelve  hundred  persons  are  said  to  have  been  pre- 
sent. Seraphin  Cherrier,  Ks(p,  of  St.  Denis,  presided, 
and  J.  P.  Boucher  Belleville,  acted  as  Secretary.  Dr.  W. 
Nelson,  of'St.  Denis,  and  M.S.  Marchessault,  of  St.  Char- 
les, addressed  the  meeting  at  great  lengtli.  The  Mmcrvc 
says,  the  greatest  entliusiasm  prevailed. 

"  Resolved, — That  wc  have  seen  with  deep  indigna- 
tion the  llesolutions  proposed  in  the  House  ol'Cammons  ' 
on  tlie  6th  March  last.     The  necessary  effect  of  which 
will  be  to  deprive  us  of  all  security  for  our  liberty  and  for 
future  good  government  in  this  l*r<)vince. 

"  That  the   adoption  of  the  said  Resolutions  will  be 

"  j1  combined  and  dishonorable  juvrti on  of  Whigs  and  Toiies, 
in  a  House  of  Commons  '  reformed''  but  in  name,  may  pass  Re- 
solutions to  annihilate  the  lost  remnant  of  Liberty  left  in  the  Col- 
onial Legislatures.  A  Hou~e  of  Lords,  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  whose  Constitution  is  inimical  to  lir.man  freedom, 
may  endorse  the  determination  of  the  combined  enemies  of 
freedom  in  the  Lower  House,  bat  neither  the  Resolutions, 
the  authors,  nor  their  supporters,  can  change  the  nature  of 
things.     Robbery  will  be  robbery  still. 

"  I^ussel'  may,  therefore, order  his  Deputy,  G osf or d ,io plunder 
our  public  chest.  A  second  Falstaff,  he  may  say  to  his  worthy 
chum—'  Rob  me  the  Exchequer,  Hall' — and  his  Deputy  and 
chum  may  rob  it  accordingly  :  but  even  this  will  not  legalize 
the  plunder.  Our  rights  must  not  be  violated  with  impunity. 
A  HOWL  of  indignation  must  be  raised  from  one  extremity  of 
the  Province  to  the  other,  against  the  bobbkrs,  and  against 
all  those  wno  partake  of  the  Plunder. 

"  Henceforth,  there  must  be  no  peace  in  the  Province— no 
quarter  for  the  plunderers.  Agitate  I  -Agitate  ! !  Aqitate  ! !  1 
Destroy  the  Revenue  ;  denounce  the  oi)pres8ors.  Everything 
is  lawful  when  the  fundamental  liberties  are  in  danger.  '  The 
guards  die — they  never  surrender,'  " 
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a  fl.'iLTjmt  violation  on  tlic  part  of  the  Coimiioiis  and 
of  tlic  GovcrniiK'iit  tliat  proposed  tliom,  oi'  tho.  Oa})i- 
tulution,  of  the  Treaty,  and  of  the  CoiKstitutional  Acts 
o;raiitt!(l  to  thin  Provinec.  Tli;i^tho>e  acts  and  treaties, 
bearini!;  on  them  reciprocal  obligations,  to  wit,  on  our 
part  iittection  and  obedience,  and  on  the  part  of  Kniiland 
protection  and  the  security  of  our  freedom,  will  be  vir- 
tually annulled  by  a  violation  of  its  promise  by  one  of 
tlie  contractiiiij;-  parties. 

"  That  under  these  circumstances,  we  can  only 
look  upon  the  (Jovernnient  which  has  recourse  to  in- 
justice, to  force  and  to  a  violation  of  the  social  compact, 
as  an  oppressive  power  and  a  <:overinncnt  of  force,  to 
which  the  measure  of  our  submission  should  be  hence- 
forward measured  by  our  numerical  force  joined  to  the 
sympathy  we  find  in  other  ((uarters. 

"  That  the  machiaveliauism  which,  since  the  C<-'Ssion, 
has  accompanied  all  the  acts  of  the  Government,  the 
bad  faith  by  Avhich  they  have  hitherto  been  characteriz- 
ed, the  weaknt'ss  shown  in  every  paue  of  the  Keports 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  in  the  speeches  of  Ministers, 
who  do  not  blush  to  allege  our  division  and  small  num- 
bers as  reasons  for  refusing  us  justice,  inspire  us  only 
with  the  profoundest  disgust  and  most  marked  con- 
tempt for  men  who,  governing  one  of  the  most  powerful 
and  noble  countries  of  the  globe,  are  members  of  such 
an  administration." 

''  That  the  people  of  this  country  have  long  and 
vainly  waited  for  justice,  first  from  the  Colonial 
Administration  and  afterwards  from  the  Metropo- 
litan Government,  that  during  30  years  if  fear  has 
broken  some  of  our  chains,  the  inordinate  love  of- 
power  has  forged  for  us  others  still  -more  heavy. — 
The  high  idea  we  had  formed  of  the  honor  and  jus- 
tice of  the  English  people  led  us  to  hope  that  the 
representative  branch  of  the  Parliament  would  af- 
ford more  remedy  to  our  grievances.  This  last  h(/^)e 
having   failed    us   we  renounce   ibr  ever   the   idea   of 
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seckini^  for  justico  Ijcyond  tho  sons,  and  at  lonp^th 
wo  porceivo  how  Jiiucli  tho  coutitry  has  Itoon  abused 
by  f'iilso  promises,  whi(di  indiicod  us  to  fii:ht  a{j;ainst  a 
pooplo  wlio  oftorod  us  liboriy  and  e<jual  rij^hts,  and  to 
sido  with  a  pooplo  v/ho«nro  stiiving  to  onslavo  us.  Sad 
cxporionoo  loads  us  to  aoknowlodi^o  that  on  tho  other 
sido  of  the  lino  45,  are  to  bo  found  our  natural  friends 
and  allies. 

*'  That  we  den"  tho  rii^ht  of  tho  Parliament  of 
En.L'land  to  lojj^islato  for  tho  internal  affairs  of  this 
colony,  a<;ainst  our  consent  and  without  our  ])artioi- 
pation  and  our  demand,  since  tlic  uon-exeroisc  of 
this  riiiht  was  guaranteed  to  us  by  tho  Constitution 
and  acknowled;^ed  y)y  the  IMotropolitan  country, 
when  they  feared  we  should  accept  the  offers  of  liberty 
and  independence  held  out  to  us  by  the  neighbour- 
ing Kepublic.  That  in  conse(|uencc  we  consider  as 
null  and  void  tho  Tenures  Act,  the  Canada  Trade 
Act,  and  the  Act  by  which  the  Land  Company  is 
incorporated ;  and  tlic  Act  which  will  no  doubt  be 
founded  upon  tho  Resolutions  brought  forward  in  the 
Commons. 

"  That  we  will  abstain  as  much  as  possible  from 
using  and  consuming  imported  articles,  especially 
those  which  pay  the  highest  duties,  such  as  tea,  to- 
bacco, wine,  rum,  ka.,  and  will  use  and  consume  in 
preference  productions  manufactured  in  this  colony. 
That  we  shall  consider  him  to  deserve  well  of  his 
country  who  shall  establish  manufjictorios  of  cloth, 
linen,  sugar,  spirits,  &c.  That  considering  the  laws 
of  trade  as  of  no  effect,  we  look  upon  the  trade  usu- 
ally designated  contraband  (smuggling)  to  be  per- 
fectly fair  -we  regard  this  traffic  as  perfectly  honora- 
ble, and  will  da  all  we  can  to  favour  it, — support  those 
who  pursue  it  as  deserving  well  of  their  country,  and 
will  hold  those  to  be  infamous  who  may  inform  against 
them. 

"  That  to  render  these  resolutions   more  effective 
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this  apsoinhly  is  of*  opinion  that  a  p.itriotio  tw- 
sociation  nliould  be  i'orniod  in  tlio  country,  tlio  contrc 
to  be  !it  (Quebec  or  at  Montreal,  the  (mi;1  of  which 
shouKl  })o  to  a«:;roo  to  eonsuinv,  as  f;ir  as  possible, 
only  articles  nianufacturt^d  in  the  country,  or  inip)rt- 
ed  witliout  payinfj;  the  duties.  1Miat  for  this  ])urposc 
i\  Connnittee  of  ten  members  be  formed  to  eommuni- 
caie  with  similar  Committees  which  may  be  named 
in  other  etnmtries,  and  with  power  to  add  to  tlicir 
number.  Tliat  ^Iessrs.  l^meher  IJclleville,  J.  H.  K. 
Boucher,  01.  Chamard,  d.  h].  Mi<;nault,  F.  X. 
Poitcvin,  Ls.  Mocjer,  Dr.  Dorion,  ('apt.  Boaulae,  l^s. 
Chappedelain(^  and  Moyse  Duplessis  do  form  the 
Committee ;  that  tlicy  liave  also  the  power  to  clioosc 
from  amonjLTst  them  two  persons,  to  represent  this 
county  in  a  .convention  which  it  is  intended  shall  as- 
semble." 

"  That  in  order  to  effect  more  speedily  the  regen- 
eration of  this  country,  it  is  (h'sirable,  after  the  man- 
ner of  Ireland,  that  we  sh(mld  all  rally  round  one 
man.  That  man,  like  O'Connell,  has  been  stamped 
by  God  to  be  a  Political  Chief,  the  regenerator  of 
a  nation ;  he  has  been  endowed  for  this  purpose 
with  a  force  of  mind  and  c'oquence  not  to  be  sur- 
passed ;  a  liatred  of  oppression,  a  love  of  liis  country 
that  neither  promises  nor  threats  can  sliakc.  That 
this  man  already  pointed  out  by  the  country  is  L.  J. 
Papineau.  This  assembly  considering  also  the  hap- 
py effects  which  have  arisen  in  Ireland  from  the  con- 
tribution called  the  O'Connell  Tribute,  is  of  opinion 
that  a  similar  contribution  ouglit  to  be  made  in  this 
country,  under  tlie  name  of  the  Papineau  Tribute. 
The  Committee  of  the  Anti-importation  Association  will 
be  charged  witli  raising  the  same. 

'*  That  this  assembly  cannot  separa(e  without  afer- 
ing  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  speakers,  few,  indited 
in  number  but  zealous  and  able,  who  have  i\pl,eld 
our  rights   in  the   House  of  Commons,  as  well  as  to 
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the  honest  nnd  virtuous  men  who  have  voted  with 
them.  That  the  workin<^  men  of  London  who,  in  the 
spirit  of  liberty  and  justice,  wortliy  of  a  free  people 
have  presented  a  petition  to  the  Houvse  of  Commons 
in  favour  of  this  unhappy  country,  are  equally  en- 
titled to  our  deepest  acknowledgements.  That  our 
friends  and  brethren  of  the  Political  Union  of  Tor- 
onto are  also  entitled  to  our  thanks  for  the  sympathy 
they  have  shewn  towards  us  in  the  resolution  passed  by 
them  on  the  17th  April,  against  the  coercive  measures 
of  the  Ministers. 

"  That  this  assembly  is  firmly  of  opinion  that,  in 
the  event  of  a  General  Election  with  which  the  country 
is  threatened  at  the  instigation  of  perverse  and  weak 
men,  as  ignorant  of  public  opinion  at  the  present 
crisis,  as  they  are  destitute  of  influence,  ,the  electors 
will  show  their  gratitude  to  their  faithful  represen- 
tatives in  again  electing  them,  and  in  rejecting  those 
who  have  forfeited  theif  works,  forgotten  their  duty, 
and  who  have  betrayed  their  country  either  by  ranging 
themselves  on  the  side  of  our  adversaries  or  by  coward- 
ly absence  when  the  country  expected  from  them  an 
honest  expression  of  their  opinions." 

Various  other  meetings  took  place  shortly  after 
this  at  dififcrent  places  in  the  district  of  Montreal, 
Mr.  Papineau  attending  as  chief  actor,  being  escorted 
from  parish  to  parish  with  great  parade,  by  multi- 
tudes on  horseback  and  in  caleches.  The  resolutions 
adopted  were  similar  to  those  of  St.  Ours.  Meetings 
of  the  same  character  took  place  in  Quebec,  but  the 
resolutions  passed  thereat,  though  seditious,  were  less 
violent  than  those  generally  adopted  throughout  the 
district  of  Montreal. 

These  extraordinary  doings,  under  the  direction 
of  a  "  Central  Committee"  avowedly  revolutionary,  at 
length  compelled  Lord  Gosford  to  measures  for  staying 
them.  He  accordingly  issued,  on  the  15th  of  June,  a 
proclamation,  as  follows  : — 
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certain    of   His  Majesty's    subjects,  in 
of  tliis   Province,   have  recently  held 


Public  Meetings,  and  thereat  adopted  llesolutions 
having  for  their  object  the  resistance  of  tlic  lawful 
authority  of  the  King  and  Parliament,  and  the  sub- 
version of  the  laws,  on  the  observance  of  which  the 
welfiire  and  happiness  of  all  His  Majesty's  subjects, 
under  Divine  Providence,  chiefly  depend  ;  And 
whereas  at  such  meetings  evil  disposed  and  design- 
ing men,  the  instigators  thereof  have  by  artifice 
and  misrepresentation  endeavoured  to  spread  abroad 
statements  and  opinions,  inconsistent  with  loyal 
duty  to  His  Majesty  and  to  PHs  Parliament,  and 
tending  to  persuade  His  Majesty's  subjects  that  they 
are  absolved  from  their  allegiance,  that  they  can  no 
longer   depend  on  the    Parent   State   for  Justice  and 

they  must  seek   for  the   same, 
opportunity     offers,     by     other 


Protection,    and  that 
when    a    convenient 


Canadian   subjects, 
in  this 


government 


means : — 

''  And  whereas  it  is  both  my  resolution  and  my  duty 
to  maintain  and  defend  to  the  utmost,  against  all  such  un- 
lawful proceedings  and  attempts,  the  undoubted  preroga- 
tives and  powers  of  His  Majesty  and  of  His  Parliament, 
in  order  to  maintain  and  secure,  the  Institutions 
both  Civil  and  Religious  of  His 
and  to  preserve  peace  ani  good 
Province  : — 

"And  whereas  upon  these  occasions  aforesaid,  re- 
presentations have  knowingly  been  made  entirely  dc- 
voide  of  truth,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  to  swerve  from  their  allegiance,  and  of 
producing  a  belief  that  the  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  has  violated,  or  intends  to  violate  the  just 
rights  and  privileges  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  this 
Province,  and  is  about  to  adopt  oppressive  measures  to- 
wards them : — 

"  Being  desirous  of  undeceiving  such  as  may 
unwarily    have   been    lead   to   rely  upon  such  untrue 
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and  iiiisfhiovous  representations,  it  has  become  my  duty, 
as  tlic  Representative  of  His  Majesty,  to  address  myself 
to  the  people  of  this  Province,  in  the  confidence  that 
they  will  listen  to  the  language  of  reason,  respect 
unanimously  those  precepts  of  just  subordination  in- 
culcated by  the  Laws  of  this  their  country,  and  by  no 
act  of  reckless  indiscretion,  cither  compromise  their 
present  hnppincss  and  future  prosperity,  or  permit  those 
permanent  interests  to  be  compromised  by  others. 

"  I  do  therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  His  Majesty's  P]xccutive  Coimcil  of  this  Pro- 
vince, hereby  most  solemnly  exhort  all  the  subjects 
of  His  Majesty  in  this  l^rovince  to  imite  in 
the  cause  of  peace  and  good  order,  to  discon- 
tinue all  writings  of  an  exciting  and  seditious 
tendency,  and  to  eschew  all  meetings  of  a  dan- 
gerous or  equivocal  character ;  and  I  do  hereby 
enjoin  and  strictly  command  all  Magistrates  in  and 
throughout  the  Province,  all  Officers  of  Militia,  .  ^ace 
Officers  and  others  His  Majesty's  good  subjects 
therein,  to  oppose  and  frustrate  the  insidious  designs 
adverted  to  in  this  Proclamation,  and  to  preserve  by 
their  loyal  co-operation,  the  vigour  and  inviolability  of 
the  Laws  on  which  their  religion  and  future  happiness 
depend." 

This  did  not,  however,  stop  the  "  anti- coercion" 
(as  they  were  now  termed)  public  meetings,  which 
were  continued  with  more  fervour  and  violence  of 
language  than  before,— ''  Vive  Fapincau !  vive  la 
Uherte  f  2^0171 1  de  despotisme — a  has  la  proclamation  ! 
hurri  for  those  English  who  are  our  friends!  down  with 
those  who  would  injure  ?/s,"  &c.,  being  the  rallying 
cries  at  those  revolutionary  assemblff'es,  held  for  the 
most  part  on  Sundays,  at  the  '«.ors  of  the  parish 
churches,  at  the  issue  of  Divine  Service  in  the  fore- 
noon. At  these  meetings,  at  which  flags  with  mot- 
toes and  embicms,  expressive  of  the  treasonable  pur- 
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poses  of  the  leading:;  "  patriots"  were  oxhibitcd.  the  Brit- 
ish Government  was  unsparin<:ly  execrated,  and  the  min- 
isters of  FJis  Majest}'  denoiineed  as  robbers  and  swind- 
lers, destitute  alike  of  wisdom  atid  of  honor,  and  the 
people  told  tliat  they  had  no  alternative  to  rescue  them- 
selves from  degradation  and  servitude  to  British  rule 
but  their  own  strength  and  the  patriotism  of  the  Assem- 
bly. The  proclamation  was  treated  with  great  indignity, 
and  by  none  more  so  thar  by  jMr.  Papineau,  who,  in  all 
his  public  harangues  to  the  multitudes  collected  to  re- 
ceive him  in  his  tournre  through  tlie  rural  parishes  in 
the  Upper  District,  did  not  fail  to  speak  of  it  in  terms 
of  the  uttermost  contempt,  and  accordingly  wheresoever 
it  was  in  any  of  those  parishes  posted  up,  it  was  torn 
down  without  scruple  as  an  insult  upon  the  public  feel- 
ing. Mr.  Paphieau  extended  his  peregrinations,  in 
June  and  July,  to  Quebec  and  the  lower  parts  of  that 
district,  to  Kamouraskti  inclusively,  where,  however  wel- 
come at  some  places  (St.  Thomas  and  L'Islet  for  in- 
stance),-'^  he  was  not  so  generally  received  as  he  had 
been  in  the  upper  parts. 

*'  We    learn,    (saj's    the    ViiuUcdtnr^)     with    much 
satisfaction  from  the  Llbend]'  of  Saturday   that  the 
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It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Papineau  ex])crienced  tlie  most  cordial  reception  on  bis  ar- 
rival to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Counties  of  Bellechasse 
and  L'Islet,  ahout  25  miles  below  Quebec.  The  peoj)le  turned 
out  in  large  numbers,  not  with  colors  nor  fin  gs, but  with  some- 
thing more  significant— with  muskets.  We  are  happy  to  learn 
that  the  people  are  thus  exhibitiug  a  proper  sense  of  their 
situation.  Yvo\\\  England  they  have  nothii,g  to  expect  but 
insult  and  robbery." — Vindicator. 

"  Mr.  Speaker  Papineau  arrived  in  town  on  Saturday,  from 
the  South  Shore,  in  this  District,  and  proceeds  to  iMcjutreal, 
this  evening.  He  went  no  further  than  Kamouraska,  and  has 
been  at  St.  Charles  since  the  begmning  ot  the  week.  Not- 
withstanding that  two  Sundays  and  one  holiday  ha^e  inter- 
vened since  he  has  been  in  thi^i!  District,  he  has  had  no  other 
invitation  to  hny  agitation  meeting  but  that  of  St.  Thomas. 
Thirteen  partial  Tueetingg  out  of  '2()  electoral  divisions,  have 
now  taken  p!ace." — Quebec  (luzetlc. 

t  An  agitation  papi'r  tlicn  recently  ipsued  at  Qr.eboc. 
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patriotic  liiliabiU  nts  of  the  County  of  Sagucnay 
met  at  Malbuic,  on  tlie  25tli  ult..  and  passed  a  scries  of 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  strong  disapprobation  these 
good  people  entertain  against  the  ilussell  atrocity.  Ma- 
jor Louis  Treniblay  presided.  Captain  Thos.  Siniard 
was  Vice  President.  Messrs.  Gauvreau  and  Tremblay, 
N.  P.,  acted  as  Secretaries. ^^  "It  is,"  observes  the 
Vindicator,  "  determined  upon,  we  understand,  by  the 
people  of  the  counties  L'Assoniption  and  Lachenaic, 
who  formerly  formed  but  one  county  (Lcinster,)  to 
meet  together,  this  year.  They  are  but  wul'ing  the 
arrival  of'  the  lion.  Mr.  Papiueau,  whose  presence  they 
desire. 

"  A  deputation  arrived  in  town  yesterday  from  the 
county  of  Lapraire  to  invite  the  Hon.  Sr»^?.aker  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  that  county.  The  Ho  i.  Gentle- 
man not  being  in  town,  we  arc  not  able  to  say  on  what 
day  the  meeting  of  that  populous  county  will  take 
place. 

"  The  meeting  of  L'Acadie  county,  wh?/  )>.  was  fixed 
for  the  10th,  is  postponed  for  the  p.  "at  ior  a  similar 
reason. 

"  Three  counties  ar  •  ,-»w  v\:'iting  the  return  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Papineau  ftom  Quebec.  This  is  a  convincing- 
proof  of  the  fulseho  J  oi  those  enemies  of  Canadian 
Rights,  who  would  have  the  ;>'^ople  believe  that  this 
great  nian's  pt»pularities  are  declining. 

"  It  is  stated  in  the  Herald  of  Thursday,  July  13th, 
that  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  St.  Eustache  are  about  to 
forward  a  petition  to  His  Ilxcellency  the  Governor- 
in-Chief,  for  protection  from  the  outrages  with  which 
they  are  threatened  by  the  agitators ;  and  that  out- 
rages still  continue  to  be  perpetrated  in  that  part  of 
the  country.     It  is  reported  that  even  the  Priest  of 

*  It  seems  thnt  Messrs.  Laloniaine  and  Girourdwho  had 
visited  Muruiy  Bay  and  Noi'th  JSliore  below  Quebec,  in  co-ope- 
jfc'tion  witii  Mr.  Papineau  on  thi'  South  trhore,  were  auioug 
ihe^n.—  QMcbcr  Mircury. 
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the  parish  lias  been  threatened,  because  he  is  pious 
to  God  and  loyal  to  his  King  !  On  Friday  night,  the 
barn  of  this  respectable  clergyman  was  destroyed.  We 
have  heard  much  of  the  veneration  of  the  Canadians 
for  their  religion  and  its  ministers.  Should  it  prove 
true  that  from  among  some  of  them  this  trait  in  their 
character  has  departed,  there  is  no  doubt,  that  an  ene- 
my has  been  in  their  field  and  sown  tares  among  the 
wheat." — Montreal  Gazette. 

While  Mr.  Papineau  was  thus  visiting  the  district 
of  Quebec  to  cheer  his  parvizans  and  prepare  them 
for  coming  events,  an  effort  '-as  made  to  realize  a 
large  meeting  of  his  party  in  tlie  city  of  Montreal. 
It,  how^ever,  proved  a  failure,  although  a  considerable 
number  did  assemble  on  the  occasion.  A  Constitu- 
tional, or  "  Great  Loyal  Meeting,"  took  place 
shortly  after  this,  in  that  city,  at  which  several  thou- 
sands attended,  consisting  of  all  the  Britisli.  Irish, 
and  such  other  inhabitants  of  Montreal  and  ilo  neigh- 
bourhood as  were  for  preserving  the  constitution  of 
the  Province  and  its  connexion  with  Great  Brilair 
inviolate,  At  this  meeting,  hold  on  the  6th  Jnly. 
in  the  Place  d'Armcs,  the  following  resolution^  vrere 
unanimously  adopted,  the  Hon.  Peter  McGill  o^'cning 
in  an  appropriate  speech,  the  business  of  the  day,  and 
proposing  the  Hon.  George  Moff;i^  is  Chairman,  who 
accordingly,  with  acclamation,  s  called  upon  to 
preside.  Jules  Quesnel  and  S.  I>e  Bleury,  Esquire^:, 
were  named  Vice  Presidents,  ;i  A  William  Badgloy 
and  Leon  Gosselin,  Es<juires,  joint  Secretaries,  on  the 
the  occasion,  to  preserve  order  ad  record  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  meeting : — 

'•  Resolccd^ — That  the  unjustilijibie  rei'u>.!l  of  the 
House  of  Asseniblv,  of  Lower  Canada,  to  make  the 
necessary  appropriations  for  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  the  support  of  the  Civil  Government  of 
the    rrovince.    has   been    tlic    pr.iaiptd    cause    oi'   the 


^i 


!!l 


•   li 


•I 


m 


i 


3Gi 


resolutions  proposed  ])y  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  and 
adopted  by  tlie  Imperial  Pailinment. 

"  Resolved, — That  this  meeting  disapproves  of  the 
outrageous  proceedings  of  the  majority  of  tlic  Iloaso 
of  Assembly  in  its  formal  refusal  to  proceed  with  the 
public  business,  in  its  declared  determination  not  to 
co-operate  with  the  Government,  and  its  resolution  to 
follow  the  line  of  politics  which  it  has  adopted;  and 
that  these  procecdinga  are  the  cause  of  the  greatest 
evils  to  the  Province  in  general,  ruinous  to  the  couuncrcc 
of  the  country,  and  destructive  of  the  industrious  and 
the  agricultural  classes. 

"  liesolved, — That  tliis  meeting  cannot  express  in 
language  sufficiently  strong,  their  detestation  of  the 
immoral  and  disorganizing  measures  recommended, 
and  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meetings  recently 
beld  in  differnet  parts  of  this  Province  ;  and  that  t^is 
assembly  disapproves  of  them  as  directly  opposed  to  the 
sentiments  of  fidelity  to  His  Majesty,  and  of  devotion 
to  his  Government,  eutertained  by  his  loyal  Canadiuu 
subjects  througliout  the  Province. 


"  Resolved, — That  this  meeting  is  strongly  con- 
vinced that  the  real  and  recognized  grievances  of 
His  Majests's  subjects  in  Lower  Canada  will  be  fully 
redressed  by  His  Majesty's  Government;  that  the 
continuation  of  the  connexion  of  Lower  (\inada  with 
the  Mother  Country  is  essentially  necessary  to  the 
prosperity  and  advancement  of  this  Province ;  and 
that  all  attempts  to  disturb  that  connexion,  and  to 
produce  a  dismemberment  of  this  empire,  is  directly 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  and  abso- 
lutely opposed  to  its  desires  as  well  as  to  its  inter- 
ests.' 

A  "  Great  Loyal  Meeting"  and  demonstration 
took  place,  in  like  manner,  also  at  Quebec,  on  the 
31st  of  July,  at  which  several  thousands  attended, 
walking  in  procession,  preceded  by  a  band  of  music, 
through    the    city    to   the    Esplanade,   with    flags  and 
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banners,  boarinu  mottoes  and  einbleuiH.signifK'ant  of  loy- 
alty, and  tbc  determination  of  the  people  to  adhere  to 
their  allegiance  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  l^ritinh  Crown 
A  small  press,  mounted  on  aearrage,  attended  by  a  body 
of  printers,  aeeompanied  the  procession,  giving  out,  art 
it  proceeded  througli  the  various  thoroughlares  if  the 
city,  an  Address  from  '*  the  Loyal  I'uinteus  of  Que- 
bec,'' an  impression  whereof  is  inserted  below. -'^  Ov 
arriving  at  the  Esplanade,  John  William  Woolsey,  Estj., 
one  of  the  oldest,  and  most  respectable  inhabitants  of 
Quebec,  and  formerly  an  eminent  merchant,  but  then 
retired  from  business,  was  called  upon  to  preside  at  the 
mcethig,  Jos(;ph  Delois  and  Pierre  I\'lletier,  Esqs.,  be- 
ing also  named  Vice  Presidents,  and  Messieurs  Deguisc, 
T.  G.  Lee  and  Prcvost,  Secretaries.  The  following  re- 
solutions were  unanimously  adopted  : — 

•TO  TllR  PUHLIC. 

"  Tub  Local  Piunters  of  Quebec,  forming  the  majority  of 
that  body,  are  desirous  of  presenting  their  fellow  ciiizens  with 
a  brief  recort'  of  their  feeling  on  an  occasion  when  it  behoves 
every  man  who  has  the  welfare  of  the  colony  at  heart,  and 
who  desires  to  perpetuate  the  connexion  with  the  Mother 
Country,  to  come  boldly  forward  to  express  his  detestation  of 
the  insidious  machinations  resorted  to  by  a  seKish  and  ambi- 
tious band,  who,  in  the  hopes  of  personal  aggrandizement, 
seek  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  to  plunge  their 
fellow  citizens  into  the  miseries  of  civil  contention,  in  the 
hope  not  of  producing  public  good,  but  of  improving  their 
own  thriftless  condition. 

"  The  Freedom  of  the  Prkss  is  thk  Palladium  of  British 
Liberty,  and  it  cannot  be  sui)i)osed  that  the  Printers  of  this 
city,  who  now  address  you,  are  unmindful  of  the  powers  or 
of  the  privileges  of  the  mighty  engine  they  wield.  Yet  they 
know  well  how  to  distinguish  between  liberty  and  licenti- 
ousness ;  and  whilst  iheir  elforts  will  always  be  strenuous 
and  untlinching  in  supporting  the  Liberty  of  the  Press  and 
the  interest  of  their  fellow  citizens,  they  trust  that  none  a- 
mongst  them  will  be  fownd  so  base  as  to  prostitute  the  noble 
engine,  which  has  given  knowledge  to  the  world,  to  the  vile 
purposes  of  "  private  slander  or  of  maligning  the  just  and 
"  equal  Government  under  whose  protection  we  live.  '  Yet 
when  grievances  exist,  we  are  to  be  found  at  our  posts,  and 
ready,  at  all  risks,  to  expose  them.  We  fear  not  to  speak  the 
truth, 'hough  the  '•overeigu  should  be  the  object  of  our  reniark^ 
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Resolved, — That  we  have  observed  w'th  deep  re- 
gret, the  attempts  which  have  been  made  at  mcetinjj^s 
recently  held  in  different  parts  in  this  Province,  to  dis- 
seminate disrespect  for  the  public  authorities  and  dis- 
aflfection  towards  tlio  British  Government  and  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  excite  to  the  violation  of  the  laws. 

"  That  whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  Province  with  repjard  to  its  public  cc^cerna 
the  inhabitants  thereof  have  hitherto  maintained  a  dis- 
tinguished character  for  fidelity  to  the  Sovereiprn,  a  love 
of  public  order,  and  obedience  to  lawful  authority ;  and 
that  it  is  our  duty  and  determination  still  to  maintain 
this  character,  and  resist  to  the  utmost  all  acts  or  at- 
tempts contrary  Lo  the  allegiance  which  is  due  to  the 
British  Crown,  or  against  the  public  peace,  or  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law. 

*  That  we  feel  the  entire  conviction  that  the  pre- 
sent unfortunate  condition  of  public  affairs  in  this 
Province  is  in  great  pnrt  owing  to  tlie  misundcrstand- 
and    dissensions   which   have    prevailed    in    the 
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Whilst  we  '  fear  God,  and  honor  the  King,'  we  feel  that  wo 
best  obey  this  injunction  by  honoring  truth  ;  and  on  this 
occasion  we  meet  to  declare  our  conviction  that  truth,  rea- 
son and  JUSTiCK,  alike  require  our  support  should  be  given  to 
THs  GOVERNMENT,  in  the  meuswes  if  has  adopted  to  correct  the 
evil  inflicted  on  this  Province,  by  the  misdeeds  of  one  branch 
of  the  L''gislature. 

"  Various  mottoes  have  been  adopted  by  different  Presses. 
That  which  we  take  is — 

"PRO  REGE,-LEGE,—ET  GREGE. 

*''  FOR  THE  SOVEREIGN, — THE  LAW, AND  THE  PKOPLE. 

'*  In  maintaining  the  rights  of  each,  it  is  our  fixed  resolve 
that  we  will  '  nothing  extenuate  nor  set  down  aught  in  ma- 
lice,'in  this  spirit  do  those  who  now  address  you  mean  to  con- 
tinue their  labours. 

''  We  are,  respected  Public, 

"  Your  faithful  servants, 

"THE  LOYAL  PRINTERS 
"  Of  Qukbec." 
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Legislature,  and  amon^^st  the  inhabitants  of  tiie  Pro- 
vince ;  and  that  a  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  avoiding 
these  misunderstandings  and  dissensions  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  in  the  cordial  union  of  all  classes  in  pro- 
moting the  peace,  welfare  and  good  government  of  the 
Province, 

"  That  it  is  c<jn;dly  the  duty  and  interest  of  the 
Government,  and  the  subject,  of  the  colony,  to  co- 
operate in  the  remedy  of  all  abuses  which  may  be 
found  to  exist,  to  the  end  that  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Province  may  be  effectually  promoted, 
and  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants  be  maintained  in 
equal  rights,  and  all  tlie  peculiar  privileges  which  they 
enjoy,  or  to  which  they  are  legally  entitled. 

''  That  under  the  present  circumstances  it  is  our 
duty  humbly  to  assure  His  Majesty's  Govenunent,  that 
it  may  fully  rely  on  our  fidelity  to  the  Crown  and  af- 
fectionate attachment  to  the  connexion  subsisting  be- 
tween this  Province  and  the  United  Kingdom  of  Oroat 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  (Jovernor  in  Chief,  embodying  these  resolu- 
tions, and  praying  that  he  wouM  transmit  the  same  to 
His  Maje-ty's  Government  in  England. 

*'  That  the  chairman,  vice  chairman,  movers 
and  seconders,  with  the  following  gentlemen,  be 
a  committee  to  prepare  and  present  the  said  Ad- 
dress." 

An  Address,  in  conforniity  to  those  resolutions,  was 
presented  to  the  Governor  in  Chief  on  the  2nd  of 
August,  to  which  His  Excellency  returned  the  I'ollow- 


mg  answer  : — 
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rENTLEMEN, — i  Shall  liavc  niiieli  pleasure  m 
transmitting,  as  you  request,  to  Her  ^fajcsty's  Gov- 
ernment in  England,  the  Address  which  you  have  just 
presented  to  me  for  that  purpo 
vince^ 


«e,    and    T    feel    con- 


that    Her    Miijesty    will     receive    with    entire 
satisfaction  the  .'issurance  of  fidelity  to  the  Crown,   of 
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obedience  to  the  l.iws,  and  iiflectionatc  att.'iclime.it  to 
the  connexion  between  this  rrovince  and  the  Ignited 
Kin<^(h»in,  wliich  so  niiniorous  and  hi;4hly  respectable 
a  portion  of  tlic  inliabitants  of  tlie  city  and  vicinaj;o 
of  Que))ec  have  thus  coni6  forward  to  tender.  Tliese 
assurances,  in  conju!iction  witli  tliat  union  of  loyalty 
and  public  spirit  which  has  so  n^cently  been  mani- 
fested in  this  town,  cannot  fail  to  prove  peculiarly 
acceptable  at  a  time  when  the  most  artful  and  insi- 
dious attempts  have  been  reserted  to,  to  disseminate 
doctrines  at  variance  with  morality  and  justice,  and 
tending  to  the  overthrow  and  violation  of  those  laws 
and  institutions  which  secure  to  tlu;  whole  body  of  Tier 
Majesty's  Canadian  subjects  the  rights  and  immunities 
tliey  now  enjoy. 

''  While  I  dee})ly  regret  these  attempts,  and  while 
my  earnest  endeavours  shall  ]>e  directed  to  avert  the 
calamities  they  are  calculated  to  produce,  T  can  as- 
sure you  that  I  shall  not  cease  to  adhere  to  those 
principles  which  I  have  ever  lield,  and  sliall  always  be 
ready  and  anxious,  while  1  fill  the  liigh  situation  con- 
fided to  me  by  our  Gracious  Sovereign,  to  co-operate  in 
the  remedy  of  abuses,  in  promoting  tlie  welfare  and  ha\> 
piness  of  this  I'rovincc,  and  in  maintaining  all  classes 
of  its  hdiabitants  in  the  full  ;ind  peaceful  enjoymont  of 
e(|ual  rights. 

"  Castle  of  St.  Lewis, 
'•  Quebec,  7th  August,  1837.' 

The  official  account  of  the  death  of  His  M.tjesty 
King  William  the  Fourth,  (whicli  had  occurred  on 
the  20th  of  »7une.)  reached  Quebec  on  tlie  day  (31st 
July)  on  which  the  procession  just  mentioned  took  place. 
The  intelligence  was  announced  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  by  the  firing  of  sixty  minute  guns  from  the 
(^itadel,  the  royal  standard  floating  half-mast  high  from 
the  Citadel  flatr-stafi". 

On    the  following  day   (1st  August)    the   Governor 


:J69 


)lace. 


(M-nor 


General  nnd  Mo!ii})ors  of  tlio  KxocMitivo  Cmim*il  a?<S(Mii- 
l)lcd  at  (he  (\Mstle  of  St.  Lewis,  and  took  tlie  oatlj!^  pro- 
scribed ])y  law.  Orders  were  at  the  same  time  jj^ivon 
for  proelaimini^  Her  ])resent  Majesty,  (^ueoii  Vietoria, 
with  the  usual  formalities. 

A  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  ol'  (Quebec  took 
place  soon  after  this,  at  which  it  was  resolved,  that  an 
Address  of  condolence  and  sympathy  with  Her  Majesty 
on  the  decease  of  Her  predecessor,  the  late  Kin^,  and  of 
congratulation  \ipon  her  own  advent  to  the  throne  of  her 
ancestors,  should  be  j)repaved.  Tt  was  numerously  siiju- 
cd,  and  transmitted,  throu^di  tlic  (Jovernor  in  Chief,  to 
Her  Majesty,  bein^  as  follows  : 

"  TO  TIIK  QUEENS  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY  : 

"  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sul)- 
jects,  the  Clergy,  the  Magistrates,  and  Inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Quebec,  and  its  vicinity,  in  your  l*rovincc 
of  Lower  Canada,  most  humbly  beg  leave  to  offer  to 
your  Majesty  our  sincere  condolence  and  sympathy  on 
the  mournful  occasion  of  the  decease  of  your  Majesty's 
Royal  predecessor,  King  William  the  Fourth,  of  blessed 
memory. 

"  Although  distant  from  the  portion  of  the  Empire, 
over  which  His  late  Majesty  more  immediately  reigned, 
the  virtues  and  benignity  of  his  disposition,  and  his  un- 
ceasing anxiety  for  tlie  honour,  welfare  and  happiness  of 
all  classes  of  his  subjects,  were  no  where  better  known 
and  felt  than  in  these  colonies. 

"  As  inhabitants  of  a  celebrated  port  and  citadel, 
justly  deemed  the  key  of  the  Canadian  Provinces, 
we  cannot  but  consider  it  a  happy  coincidence,  that 
this  city  has  not  only  been  lionored  by  the  presence 
of  your  Majesty's  lamented  Uncle,  as  one  of  the  scenes 
of  his  early  patriotic  exertions  in  the  naval  service  of 
his  country,  but  also,  subserjuently,  by  the  residence 
of  your    Majesty's    Royal    Father,    Prince    Edward, 
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Duke  of  Kent,  while  serving  afi  an  officer  in  the  army 
of  Great  Britain,  and  in  connnand  of  the  royal  forces  in 
this  garrison, 

*'  Your  Majesty's  faitliful  sulyccts  in  these  Pro- 
vinces have  ever  maintained  their  loyalty  unim- 
peached;  and  have  proved,  by  their  readiness  to  de- 
fend their  country  in  the  hour  of  danger,  that  they 
justly  appreciate  all  the  blessings  they  enjoy  under 
the  paternal  rule  of  the  illustrious  House  of  Bruns- 
wick. 

''  We,  therefore,  most  humbly  and  respectfully 
entreat  your  Majesty  to  accept  our  most  cordial  con- 
gratulations on  your  Majesty's  happy  accession  to 
the  Throne  of  your  ancestors,  as.suring  your  Majesty  of 
the  loyalty  of  these  populous  Provinces,  and  of  the  pecu- 
liar and  heartfelt  satisfaction  with  which  the  commence- 
ment of  yovr  Majesty's  reign  has  been  hailed  b^^  all 
classes  o^'  the  people . 

"  We  beseech  Almighty  God  to  preserve  your  Ma- 
jesty's valuable  life ;  to  bless  the  Etnpire,  to  which  it  is 
our  pride  to  belong,  with  peace  and  prosperity  ;  and  to 
vouchsafe  that  your  Majesty  may  long  live  to  reign  over 
a  free  and  contented  people,  the  grace,  ornament  and  ex- 
ample of  a  British  Court. " 

A  spirit  of  violence,  however,  notwithstanding 
those  demonstrations  of  loyalty  in  the  two  cities  of 
the  Province,  prevailed  from  an  early  period  of  the 
present  summer,  in  various  parts  of  the  Montreal 
district,  manifesting  itself,  in  particular,  at  St.  Eus- 
tache,  St,  Benoit,  and  other  parts  in  their  neighbor- 
hood to  the  north  and  westward  of  Montreal,  where 
the  British  inhabitants  were  threatened,  and  injury 
in  several  instances  done  to  their  property,  to  an 
extent  to  alarm  them  for  their  personal  safety,  and 
of  a  character  to  induce,  at  length,  the  government 
to  issue  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  for  the 
discovery  and  conviction  of  the  perpetrators,  but 
without  eflfect,  however.     In  fact,  the  arm  of  the  civil 
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power  was  now,  in  the  disaffection  that  existed 
throughout  the  whole,  or  nearly  so,  of  the  rural 
parishes  in  that  district,  powerless,  no  one  rcvsident 
in  any  of  them  heinir  willin<r,  or  indeed  daring,  to 
come  forward  and  execute  legal  process  of  any  des- 
cription, owing  to  the  system  of  intimidation  and 
terrorism  that  reigned.  The  conduct  and  language 
of  several  of  the  magistrates  and  militia  officers  at 
the  various  "  anti-coercion"  meetings  that  were  held, 
had  been  so  violent  and  seditious  as  finally  to  induce 
the  Governor  to  take  notice,  and  call  some  of  the 
more  conspicuous  of  them  to  account.  Letters  were 
addressed  them  by  His  Excellency's  Secretary,  de- 
siring explanations  of  the  language  iinputed  to  them 
at  those  meetings,  as  published  in  the  public  news- 
papers in  their  interests.  This  couK'e  wiis  treated 
by  those  prints  as  one  of  "  insolence,"  and  nearly  in 
the  same  style  by  the  individuals  addressed,  most  of 
whom,  in  answer,  affected  to  repudiate  their  commis- 
Bious  from  the  crown  as  anti-republican,  alien  to 
the  popular  feeling,  and,  in  fact,  rather  discredit- 
able than  otherwise  to  the  individuals  holding  such. 
A  multitude  holding  minor  offices,  such  as  commis- 
eionerships  for  the  hearing  and  decision  of  small 
causes  in  the  country  parishes,  overawed  by  the  spirit 
that  surrounded  them,  were  induced  to  resign,  to 
avoid  the  resentment  of  their  revolutionary  neigh- 
bors. 

The  Ami  du  Peuple,  published  at  Montreal,  on  the 
evening  of  the  31st  of  October, states  that  in  consequence 
of  resolutions  passed  at  Napierville  on  the  29th,  a  mob, 
headed  by  Dr.  Cote,  had  gone  to  the  houses  of  some 
militia  officers  in  the  county  of  L'Acadie  and  forced 
them  to  resign  their  commissions. 

One  of  the  resolutions  is  as  follows : — 

"  Resolved, — That  all  those  who  wish  to  live  among 
the  inhabitants  of  this  parish  be  invited  to  resign, 
without  delay,  the  different  commissions  which  they 
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hold  uiider  tlie  present  Governnient.  jiixl  that  we  will 
consiJer,  as  HUH|)ected,  (regnn/rroHfi  d'lni  nuuivtiift  rrif,) 
thowe  who  mnv  continue  to  hold  comniisHions  under  Lord 
(iJosford. 

"  Several  of  the  oflficers,  it  appenr.^,  resii^^ied  in  con- 
sequence; one,  Mr.  Timoleon  Quesiiel,  is  mentioned  aa 
havinu^  yielded  only  after  threatened  violence  on  a  sec- 
ond visit." 

Instances  of  this  description  were  now  very  common 
throut>;hout  the  district  of  Montreal. 

There  were  also  indications  in  sonic  parts  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Quebec  of  a  spirit  of  violence,  but  not  of  an 
extent  to  create  uneasiness.  The  focus  and  hot-bed 
of  this  feeling  seems  to  have  been  at  St.  Thomas,  some 
thirty  miles  below  Quebec,  on  the  south  side  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  ex- 
tractfl  from  a  Quebec  paper  of  July : — 

"  We  understand  that  a  police  officer  was  sent  with 
warrants  from  the  Police  Office  of  this  city  on  Tuesday 
last  to  apprehend  Dr.  ****  and  two  other  persons  of 
St.  Thomas,  who,  in  their  great  zeal  to  uphold  the  .sov- 
ereignty of  the  people,  seized  upon  and  ill-treated  a  loy- 
al habitant  who  was  passing  their  meeting,  at  which  the 
great  Papinoau  was  present,  and  had  the  temerity  io 
shout  Vive  le  Roi,  Vive  V Anglais,  for  which  treason- 
able offence  he  was  obliged  by  the  ])r.  and  his  mobocrat 
associates  to  aak  pardon.  The  Doctor  and  one  of  the 
persons  were  arrested,  but  the  other  was  absent  and  has 
not  yet  been  taken.  Bail  was  given,  but  the  affair  is 
now  brought  under  the  cognizance  of  the  law,  and  they 
will  be  duly  proceeded  against  at  the  Criminal  Term 
lor  this  district  to  be  held  in  September  next." 
Again, 

"  Tlie  Old  Quebec  Gazette  has  published  the  affida- 
vits of  ******  and  *******^  both  residing  in 
the  parish  of  L' Islet,  and  establishing  the  cowardly 
outrage  committed  upon  them  by  a  certain  **** 
*****  *****    of  s{    Thomas,  one   *******  and 
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ono  'i^-'-'J"!-  .ii^:\i'^'.^  botli  of  the  same  placr,  jsliop-kcopors. 
These  documents  fully  corro})orate our  former  statcnieiit. 
The  offensive  words  uttered  by  Leon  Morin,  were — 
Ilourra  !  pnur  le  Rot/  Anglais  !  Xous  iwons  toujours 
hien  vccii  avcc  les  anglnis,  ft  Jums  vlcerons  toujoun 
hien  ensemble.' '  And  for  tliis  exclamation  they  were 
pursued  by  the  gallant  patriots, — who  had  about  three 
hundred  assistants  ready  to  execute  their  orders — were 
forced  to  return,  and,  in  iear  of  their  Kves,  to  apologize 
for  liuving  uttered  words  so  oft'ensive  to  these  loyal  |K3r- 
sons — they  were  abused  and  ill-treated,  aud  then  per- 
mitted to  proceed."* 

Among  those  militia  officers  wlio  have  been  cited  by 
the  Governor  to  account  for  their  conduct  and  discourses 
at  the  so  called  "  anti-concercion"  meetings,  was  Mr. 
Speaker  Papineau  himself,  who  held  the  rank  of  Major, 
and  to  whoni  a  letter,  copy  whereof  is  given  below,  was 
addressed  on  the  subject.  His  answer  wjis  briel",  and 
any  thing,  it  must  be  admitted,  but  courteous.! 

Mr.  Papineau  was  consequently  dismissed  IVom  the 
militia,  by  a  General  Order,  a  few  days  after  the  date 
of  this  letter.  A  multitude  of  other  militia  oflicers 
were  in  like  manner  dismissed  shortly  after. 

•  In  ♦be  prevailing  phrenzy,  (for  3uch  neither  more  nor  lesa 
it  really  was,)  instances  of  the  kind  need  create  no  surprise. 
iSome  of  those  who,  in  the  war  of  1812  were  among  the  fore- 
most of  the  truly  patriotic  men  of  that  day,  in  defending 
their  country  against  foreign  aggression,  we  now,  in  the  furor 
of  the  epoch,  the  most  deeply  imbued  with  tliis  spurious  pa- 
triotismjand  revolutiona'y  mania. 

t''  Castle  of  St.  Lewis, 
"  QuKBEc,  I2th  Jugnst,  1837." 

"  SiR, — The  att.'ntion  of  Ihe  Governor-in-Chief  having  late- 
ly been  called  to  a  report  contained  in  the  Vindira'or  news- 
paper of  the  16th  May  last,  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
held  on  the  previous  day  at  St.  Laurent,  in  which  you  are 
stated  to  hava  taken  an  active  part,  and  where  resolutions 
were  passed, some  of  which  distinctly  recommended  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Laws,  I  am  directe  I  by  his  Excellency  to  call  up- 
on you  as  one  holding  a  commission  in  the  militia,  to  stale 
whether  you  were  present  at  that  meeting,  and  concurred  in 
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The  demise  of  his  late  Majesty  had  the  effect  of  de- 
laying the  measures  relating  to  Canada  eontemplated  by 
the  home  Government,  in  accordance  with  the  resolves 
of  Parliament  previously  noticed.  We  find  the  follow- 
ing in  the  report  of  parliamontarj'  dehatcs,that  took  place 
with  respect  to  Canada  shortly  after  the  Queen's  acces- 
sion : — 

"  Lord  J.  Russell  observed  with  respect  to  the 
resolutions  affecting  Canada,  they  had  been  approved 
Df  by  a  large  majority  of  that  House,  and  without  any 
dissent  in  the  House  of  Lords ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  very  unwilling,  at  the  commencement 
of  a  new  reign — (Cries  of*  hear,  hear,') — to  propose, 
as  almost  a  single  measure,  which,  although  he 
thought  it  absolutely  necessary,  was  one  thit  bore  a 

the  rc8oluiion3  there  pnsbed  ;  and  if  so,  I  am  to  enquire  whe- 
ther you  have  any  explanation  to  offer  in  this  matte"." 
'»  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient 
"  Humble  servant. 

"  S.  Walcott, 
"  Civil  Secretary. 
'•  The  Hon.  L.  J.  Papincan, 

•'  Major  3rd  Hatt.  Montreal  Militia, 
•'  Montreal." 

The  Hon  L.  J.  Papineau's  reply  to  the  above. 

"  Montreal,  Wth  August,  1837." 
"Sir. — The  pretension  of  the  Governor  to  interrogate  me 
respecting  my  conduct  at  St.  Laurent  on  the  15th  May  last, 
is  an  impel  tinence  which  I  repel  with  ontempt  and  silence. 

"I,  however,  take  the  pen  merfely  to  tell  the  Governor  that 
it  is  false  that  any  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting 
of  the  county  of  Montreal,  held  "t  St.  Laurent  on  the  15th 
May  last,  recommend  a  violatiou  of  the  laws,  as  in  his  ignor- 
ance he  may  believe,  or  as  he,  at  least,  asserts." 

"  Your  obedt.  servant, 

L.  J.  Papinbau. 
"Samuel  Walcott, 

'*  Civil  Secretary." 
In  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  meeting  alluded  to,  at  St. 
Laurent,(countyof  Montreal,)His  Excellency  was  characteris- 
ed as  a  "traitor"  and  "hypocrite" — no  flatteiing  epithets 
certainly. 
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harsh  and  coercive  character.  (Hear.)  It  wag  a  Bill 
that  might  probably  be  ultimately  necessary,  but  he  did 
not  think  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  they  shoukl 
proceed  with  it  durin*;  the  present  scKsior.  (Hear.)  He 
hoped  the  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada  would  be  induced 
to  consider  seriously  the  resolutions  that  had  been  pass- 
ed by  both  Houses  of  I*arliament,  and  thence  be  led  to 
see  that  the  claims  tliey  had  put  forward  were  incom- 
patible with  the  relations  between  the  colony  and  the 
Mother  Country.  At  the  same  time  he  begged  it  to  be 
understood,  that  he  was  eonceeding  nothing  to  the  Can- 
adians, as  to  their  propositions  for  organic  changes; 
and  he  trusted  that  other  views  would  animate  the 
Assembly  at  their  next  sitting.  But  the  Bill  being 
abandoned  for  the  present,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
a  vote  of  credit  for  paying  the  judges  and  other  officers 
in  the  colony,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  client  of  the  trea- 
sury in  Lower  Canada,  should  the  House  of  Assembly 
not  vote  the  sum  itself." 

The  Earl  of  Go.sford  having  received  iiif^truetions 
I'rom  the  Minister,  issued  his  proclamation  on  the 
0th  July,  convoking  the  Provincial  Pijrlianicnt  for 
the  18th  of  August,  and  the  represent  at  ives  accord- 
ingly met  at  Quebec  on  the  ap[tointed  day.  The 
attire,  {en  etttffe  du  pni/s,  or  homcsjtun)  and  grotesque 
appearance  of  several  of  the  more  patriotic  members, 
on  their  arrival  at  the  seat  of  government,  was  the 
subject   of  general    remark  and    amusement.*       The 

•"A  number  ot  Her  Ahvesty's  lieges  otthis  city, — ourselves 
among  the  number, — are  still  suflering  from  '  pains  in  the 
sides,'  occa»ioncd  by  their  cachinatory  powers  having  been 
cruelly  overrated  and  worked  upon  yesterday  about  noon,  by 
a  number  of  individuals  who  arrived  from  Montreal  in  the 
steamer  Canada,  These  were  no  other  than  Members  of  tht 
House  of  Assembly  attired  in  etoffe  du  payx,  conformably  to 
general  orders  lately  issued  from  smuggling  head  quarters. 

"  Mr.  Rodiers  dress  excited  the  greatest  attention,  being 
unique^  with  the  exception  of  a  pair  of  Berlin  gloves,  y\t.  : 
frock  coat  of  granite  colored  etoffe  dupays  ;  inexpressibles  and 
vest  of  the  same  material,  striped  blue  and  white  ;  straw  hat 
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Htoiy  ol'  tluH  hOHHioii,  if  session  it  oaii  be  called,  is  Hoon 
told.  Ilia  Kxcellency  o|)eucd  the  l*urliainent  with 
the  Ibllowin^  8|K3ech,  the;  lust  ])ron(>unred  from  the  vice- 
regal throne  to  a  Jjower  Canada  IIoukc  of  KeprcHenUi- 
tives : — 

"(ilentlenien  of  the  TiC^iMlativc  Council, 
"  (jleutlonien  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

'*  In  obedience  to  the  Koyal  connnands  signitied  to 
mo  throuj^h  the  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  I  liave  convened  you  at  this  unusual  period 
for  the  puri)08e  of  counnunicatin^  to  you  tlie  proceedings 
that  since  the  last  Session  have  taken  place  in  the  Im- 
perial Parliament,  and  the  resolutions  tliat  have  been 
thcreio  adopt^id,  on  the  aifairs  of  tliis  Province. 

'*  This  course  has  been  prescribed  to  me  in  order 
to  afford  the  House  of  Assembly,  before  that  resolu- 

and  beet  shoes,  \^ith  a  pair  of  bouie-made  socks,  completed 
the  outre  attire.  Mr.  Rudier,  it  was  remarked,  had  no  shirt  ou, 
having  doubtless  been  uu;ibleto  smuggle  or  manufacture  on*.' 

'*  Dr.  O'Oallaghan's  *  rig  out'  was  second  only  to  that  of  Mr. 
Rodier,  being  complete  with  the  exception  of  hat,  bootSjgloves, 
shirt  [he  had  a  shirt  1]  and  spectacles. 

*•  Mr.  Perrault — Smalls  and  waistcoat  of  the  prevailing 
material  ;  remainder  of  attire  c.mposcd  of  real  Uiitish  duty- 
paying  articles. 

*'  Mr.  Viger  (Beau  Vigcr).— Vest  only,  as  far  as  we  could  as- 
certain, of  etoffe." 

as  Mr, 
do 
do 
do 

"Mr.  Jubin. — Complete  with  the  exception  of  hoots,  shin 
and  spectacles.'' 

**  Dr.  Cote.— A  full  suit  of  linsey-  woolsey,  viz. :  grey  frock- 
coat,  trimmed  with  black ;  unmentionables  and  vest  of  the 
same  material, striped  blue  and  white  : '  a  shocking  bad  hat,'  so 
worn  that  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  any  traces  by 
which  the  country  in  which  it  was  aiauufactured  could  be  as- 
certained. Dr.  Cote  stumbled  upon  the  block  avoided  by  Mr. 
Rodier,  and  sported  hose,  shirt,  spectaclej,,  shoes,  Ac,  of  vile 
British  manufacture  and  materials. 

"Mr  Lafontaine.— Same  as  Beau  Viger."— Quebec  Mercury. 


"  Mr.  Mcilleur. — Same 
"  Mr.  De  Witt.—    Do 
"  Mr.  Cherrier.—   Do 
•*  Mr.  Duvernay. —  Do 


Perraull." 
do.-' 
do" 
do" 
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tioii  which  relates  to  the  payment  of  tlic  aniarh  now 
due  lor  the  eivil  Herviee  of*  thin  IJovcnnnent  shall 
have  urtHuuied  the  bintlinjf  shajK)  oi'  a  law,  au  o|)|K)r- 
tuiiity  of  leconsulei'in^  the  course  which.  I'or  the  last 
four  years,  they  have  thouuht  it  ex|)edient  to  pursue 
witli  res|Hjct  to  the  financial  (.lifhculties  (»f  the  Province, 
and  in  the  earnest  hoi>e  that  by  a  timely  inter- 
vention of  this  Legislature,  the  exercise  of  the  f)ower 
intended  to  be  entrusted  to  the  ijcad  of  the  Loeiil 
Government,  may  be  rendered  unnecessary — a  result 
for  the  attainment  of  which  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  willingly  make  every  sacrifice,  save  that 
of  the  honor  of  the  ('rown  and  the  integrity  of 
the  Empire. 

"Since  the  receipt  of  the  Instructions,  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  the  mournful  intelligence  has  reach- 
ed us  of  the  demise  of  our  late  deservedly  beloved 
Monarch. 

"  Few  Kings  have  reigned  more  in  the  affections 
of  their  subjects  than  William  IV.  The  warm  and 
lively  interest  he  always  took  in  every  matter  connect- 
ed with  the  welfare  of  His  Canadian  subjects, 
cannot  fail  to  increase  their  feeling  of  regret  for  His 
loss. 

"  The  accession  of  our  present  Gracious  Sovereign, 
Queen  Victoria,  to  the  Throne  of  the  British  Empire, 
has  not  produced  any  alteration  in  the  course  that  had 
been  previously  pre.'^cribed  for  my  adoption. 

"  The  Keports  of  the  lloyal  Commissioners  on  the 
several  subjects  wliich  came  under  their  investigation 
during  tlieir  stay  in  Lower  Caimda,  having  been  laid 
before  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, ten  in  number,  were  shortly  afterwards  introduced 
by  the  Ministers  relative  to  the  afiairs  of  this  Province, 
copies  of  which  I  will  communicate  to  you  in  the  usual 
way  at  the  earliest  op|X)rtunity. 

"  The  principal  objects  of  these  resolutions  are  to 
declare! : — 
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"  Ist.  Tliat  in  the  cxi«tinp  state  of  L(»wer  Canada, 
it  in  unmlvisable  Ut  make  t}ie  Le*riHlativc  Couneil  elec- 
tive, but  that  it  is  expedient  to  u<iopt  nieasureH  lor  ae* 
curinp  to  that  braneh  of  the  Legislature  a  greater  de- 
gree of  publie  confidence. 

"  2ndly.  That  wliilc  it  is  expedient  to  improve  the 
conjiK)sition  of  the  Executive  (-ouneil,  it  is  unadvisablo 
to  subject  it  to  the  responsibility  demanded  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

"  lirdly.  That  the  legal  title  of  the  British  American 
Land  Company  to  the  land  they  hold  under  their  Char- 
ter, and  an  Act  of  the  Imperial  I'arliament,  ought  to  be 
maintained  inviolate. 

"  4thly.  That  as  soon  as  this  Legislature  shall  make 
provision  by  law  for  discharging  lands  from  feudal  dues 
and  ser\'ices,  and  I'or  removing  any  doubts  as  to  the  ii> 
cidents  of  the  Tenures  of  Land  in  free  and  common 
soccage,  it  is  expedient  to  rej)eal  the  Canada  Tenures 
Act,  and  the  Canada  Trade  Act.  so  far  as  the  latter  re- 
lates to  the  Tenures  of  Land  in  this  Province,  saving, 
nevertheless,  to  all  persons  the  rights  vested  in  them  un- 
der or  by  virtue  of  those  Acts. 

"  5thly.  That  for  defraying  the  ar/oars  due  on  account 
of  the  established  and  customary  charges  of  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Justice  and  of  the  Civil  Government 
of  the  Province,  it  is  expedient  that  after  applying 
for  that  purpose  such  balance  as  should,  on  the  10th 
day  of  April  hist,  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Ecceiver 
General,  arising  from  the  hereditary,  territorial  and 
casual  revenues  of  the  Crown,  the  Governor  of  the 
Province  be  empowered  to  issue,  out  of  any  other 
monies  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver  General,  such  fur- 
ther sums  as  shall  be  necessary  to  effect  the  payment 
of  such  arrears  and  charges  up  to  the  10th  April 
last. 

''  6thly.  That  it  is  expedient  to  place  at  the  dis- 
posal of  this  Lcgi.slaturc  the  net  proceeds  of  the  here- 
ditary, territorial  and   casual  revenues  arising   within 
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the  Province,  in  oaso  tho  said  Lc^rislaturc  shall  sec  fit 
to  grant  a  Civil  Tiist  for  defraying  the  chargCH  of  the 
AdminiHtration  of  .Justice,  and  for  the  maintenance 
and  unavoidable  expenses  of  certain  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  Civil  Government  of  the  Province,  and 
"  Lastly,  that  it  is  exjwdient  that  the  Legislatures 
of  liOwer  and  Cpper  (>anada  respectively,  bo  author- 
ized to  make  provision  for  the  joint  regulation  and 
adjustment  of  (picstions  respecting  their  trade  and  com- 
merce, and  of  other  questions  wherein  they  have  a  com- 
mon interest. 

*'  Having  thus  laid  before  you  an  outline  of  the  mea- 
sures contempluted  by  the  resolutions  which  were 
passed  after  full  discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  large  majorities,  and  in  the  House  of  Peei-s  without 
a  division,  1  proceed,  in  obedience  to  the  Iloyal  Com- 
mands, to  assure  you  that  it  was  with  the  deepest 
regret  and  reluctance  that  Her  Majesty's  (lovemuient 
yielded  to  the  necessity  of  invoking  the  interference 
of  Parliament,  in  order  to  meet  the  pressing  difficul- 
ties which  other  resources  bad  failed  to  remove  in  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Province.  But 
with  a  view  to  abstain,  as  much  as  possible,  from  any 
interference  which  is  not  imperatively  demanded  by 
the  force  of  existing  circumstances.  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  have  determined  not  to  submit  to  the  pre- 
sent Parliament  tlic  Bills  to  be  founded  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  which  I  have  just  spoken.  Yet  as  they  cannot 
overlook  the  necessity  of  making  immediate  provision 
for  the  discharge  of  the  debt  from  the  Civil  Govern- 
ment of  this  Province,  they  have  resolved  to  propose 
to  the  House  of  Commons  that  a  vote  of  credit  should 
be  passed  for  the  advance,  by  the  way  of  loan,  from 
British  Funds,  of  the  sum  required  for  the  payment  of 
the  debt. 

*'  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  The  accounts  showing  the  payments  that  have  been 
made  since  the  close  of  the  Session  in  March,  1836, 
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out  oi'  till)  rovcnuoK  at  the  (li>posjil  of  tlie  Crown,  in 
part  li(juiJution  of  tlic  lar«;o  arrears  tluii  due  in  nv 
spect  of  tlio  civil  ehtablislnneiit  of  tlu?  Pruviiici*,  «hall, 
aa  soon  an  jM).SHiblo,  bo  Mubmitted  to  you,  with  every 
explanation  that  you  may  (h«8ire,  and  I  can  .supply. 
I  have,  likewise,  in  obedience  to  the  injunctions  1  have 
received,  directed  that  an  accomit  of  the  balance  of 
arrears  owin^  on  the  10th  April  last  lor  ofliciid  sala- 
ries, and  the  other  ordinary  exi>cnditure  of  the  local 
(Jovernnicnt,  be  made  and  laid  before  you,  with  au 
estimate  for  tlie  current  half  year,  and  in  reconnncnd- 
ing  as  I  do  most  earnestly  these  matters  to  your  early 
and  favorable  consideration,  I  am  commanded  to 
express  to  you,  at  the  same  time,  the  anxious  hope 
that  the  (Governor  of  tliis  Province  may  not  bo 
compelled  to  exercise  tiic  power  with  which  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  has  declared  its  intention  of  invest- 
ing him,  in  order  to  dischar|i;e  the  arrears  due  in 
resiMjct  of  public  services,  for  the  payment  of  which 
the  I'aith  of  the  Crown  has  been  repeatedly  pledged. 
The  chief  object,  therefore,  for  which  you  are  now  called 
together,  is  to  afford  you  an  opportunity  by  granting 
the  requisite  supplies  c»f  rendering  unnecessary,  on  the 
part  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  any  further  action  on 
the  8th  of  the  series  of  resolutions  to  which  I  liave 
alluded ;  and  it  will,  I  can  assure  you,  be  to  me  a 
mutter  of  unmixed  satisfaction,  should  you  resolve  to 
concede  to  the  united  voice  of  the  British  people,  as 
expressed  through  the  several  branches  of  their  Leg- 
islature, that  which  you  have  not  tliought  it  expedient 
to  yield  to  the  solicitation  of  the  Executive  Governmcut 
alone. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
'*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  I  am  further  commanded  to  express  to  you  the 
earnest  desire  of  Iler  Majesty's  Government  to  co- 
operate with  you  in  the   removal  of  every  obstacle   to 
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tho  beneficial  working  of  the  oxistinL,'  Constitution, 
and  in  the  (M>rrecti(ni  of  every  «l('fcct  wliioh  time  and 
exptirionco  have  d<;voi(>pod  in  the  hiws  and  in.stitu- 
tionrt  of  the  Province,  or  in  tin'  adiuinif^trntion  of  itfl 
government ;  and  I  am,  also,  to  assure  you  of  a 
prompt  attention  on  tho  p;irt  of  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment U)  every  representation  wliieli  may  proceed 
from  you,  tendini;  to  effect  improvements  of  this 
nature,  calculated  to  Htrcn^'then  the  connexion  sub- 
sisting between  Great.  Britain  and  Lower  Canada,  by 
the  promotion  of  the  welfare  and  interests  of  all  cla.ssca 
of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province, 

"  At  the   time  the    Humnions    was  issued   for  assem- 
bling you  on  this    day  I    had    every   reason   to  believe 
that  it  would  have  been   in  my   power  to  announce  to 
you,   as   effected,    those   alterations    which    you    may 
gather  from  the    resolutions  of  which   1    have  spoken, 
it   ia   intended    to  effect    in    the   composition    of   tho 
Executive    and    Legislative   Councils,   but    the   inter- 
ruption occasioned  by  tlie  demise  of  His  late  Majesty, 
to   the   progress   of  public  business    in    the   Imperial 
Parliament  and  the  prospect  of  its  early  dissolution, 
have  prevented  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  from  at 
once   perfecting   tho   measures    they  liavc  in  contem- 
plation.    These  measures,  therefore,  are  not  forsaken, 
out  only  unavoidably   suspended  for  a  session,   and  I 
trust  I  shall,  at  no  very  distant  period,   be  enabled   to 
appeal  to  the  changes  introduced  into  the  two  Councils, 
as  well  as  to  other  salutary  arrangements,  as  a  j>roof  of 
the  sincerity  with  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
disposed  to  carry  into  effect  the  intentions  they  have  ex- 
pressed on  these  points. 

"  Since  the  end  of  the  last  session,  several  local 
Acts  have  expired,  and  I  would  suggest  for  your 
consideration  the  expediency  of  renewing  such  ol 
them  as  may  have  proved  useful.  I  would  moreover 
especially  invite  your  attention  to  the  Acts  relating 
to  the  district  of  St.   Francis,  the   duration  of  which 


s^noH 


J  I 


lif 


382 


is  limited  to  the  end  of  the  vsession  of  the  Provincial  Par- 
liament next  after  the  first  of  May  last. 

"  The  severe  dintress  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
partial  or  total  failure  of  the  crops,  was  experienced 
during  the  la.st  winter  in  several  parts  of  the  Pro- 
vince, induced  me,  upon  the  urgent  representations 
I  received  on  the  subject,  and  in  order  to  avert  the 
approaches  of  famine,  to  grant  out  of  the  public 
funds  that  succour  which  the  means  of  the  suffering 
inhabitants  were  inadequate  to  afford.  Nor  did  I 
hesitato,  in  the  pressing  emergency  of  the  case,  to 
assume  tliis  icsponsibility,  encouraged  by  the  liber- 
alty  you  have  displa}ied  on  similar  occasions.  In 
granting,  however,  such  assistance,  security  was  in 
each  case  taken  for  the  re-payment  of  the  monies  so 
advanced,  in  the  event  of  your  declining  to  sanction 
the  transaction.  These  advances  amount  in  the  whole 
to  about  £5,600,  I'or  which,  as  well  as  for  the  sum  1 
issued  for  the  preser^'ation  of  the  public  works  on  the 
Chambly  Canal,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  quaran- 
tine establishment,  I  trust  you  will  see  no  objection  to 
grant  an  indemnity.  Such  of  the  documents  and  vou- 
chers connected  with  the  several  disbursements  as  are 
not  already  before  you,  shall  be  submitted  to  you  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible. 

"  In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I  shall  repeat  my  deter- 
mination to  adhere  to  those  principles  which  I  laid  down 
for  my  guidance  when  I  fiirst  addressed  you. 

"They  are  calculated,  I  conscie  itiously  believe, 
to  promote  the  real  interests  of  the  country,  and  to 
secure  to  all  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  Canadian  sub- 
jects, those  rights,  privileges  and  liberties  which  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution  was  intended  to  impart,  and 
which  every  friend  to  that  constitution  is  bound  to  sup- 
port and  maintain." 

The  Assembly,  immediately  after  the  delivery  of 
His  Excellency's  speech,  resolved,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Morin,  **  to  take   into  consideration   the  state  of  the 
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Province."  No  business,  in  the  detorininution  to 
strike,  was  taken  up  except  the  Address,  which  being 
agreed  upon  as  follows,  was  presented  oi  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  August,  the  eighth  day  after  tl.at  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  to  11  is  Excellency : — 

"May  it  please  Your  Excellency, 

"  We,  Her  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Commons  of  Lower  Canada  in  Provincial  Parliament 
assembled,  humbly  thank  your  Excellency  for  your 
Speech  from  the  Throne  at  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
sent session.  We  assure  your  Excellency  that  at 
whatever  season  we  may  be  called  upon  to  perform 
the  duties  entrusted  to  us  by  the  people  of  the  Pro- 
vince, no  personal  inconvenience  will  prevent  our 
labouring,  as  our  first  and  most  important  occupa- 
tion,   to    ensure   the   liberties   and    happiness  of  our 

fellow   subjects, to   remove    the   evils   which   have 

pressed,  and  still  continue  in  a  more  aggravated  form 
to  press  upon  them,  and  to  protect  them  against  the 
system  which  has  corrupted  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, and  has  been  sufiiciently  powerful  not  only  to 
cause  the  Mother  Country  to  refuse  all  justice  to  tho 
people  with  regard  to  their  demands  and  ours  for  the 
improvement  of  their  political  institutions,  and  for 
the  reform  of  .abuses,  but  to  urge  on  the  highest 
metropolitan  authorities  from  whom  we  looked  for 
justice  and  protection,  to  acts  of  violence,  to  a  viola- 
tion of  the  most  sacred  and  best  established  rights  of 
the  Canadian  people  and  of  this  Legislature,  and  to 
the  destruction  of  the  very  foundations  of  Govern- 
ment. We  are,  then,  bound  b^  our  duty,  frankly  to 
declare  to  your  Excellency,  under  the  solemn  cir- 
cumstances in  which  we  are  placed,  and  after  full 
and  calm  deliberation,  that  since  the  time  when  we 
were  last  called  to  meet  in  Provincial  Parliament,  we 
have  seen  in  the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  the 
Metropolitan   Government,  and   oi   the   Colonial  Ad- 
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ministration  towards  this  country,  nothing  which 
could  re-establish  in  the  people  the  confidence  ind  affec- 
tion which  the  long  and  fatal  experience  of  the  past  has 
almost  destroyed,  but  tliat,  on  the  contrary,  every 
recent  event  has  tended  to  efface  what  remained  of  these 
feelings,  and  to  consolidate,  in  opposition  to  the  liberties, 
interests  and  wishes  of  the  people,  the  Colonial  Olig- 
archy factiously  combined  against  them,  and  the  hither- 
to unbridled  and  uncontrolled  sway  of  the  Colonial  Min- 
isters in  DoVvuing  Street. 

*'  The  avowal  which  it  has  pleased  your  Excellency 
to  make  to  us,  that  the  disposition  of  the  authorities 
and  of  Parliament  with  regard  to  us,  and  the  op- 
pressive and  unconstitutional  measures  which  have 
been  the  result,  are  the  consequences  of  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  certain  pretended  authorities 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Royal  Commissicners,  has 
convinced  us  of  the  correctness  of  the  opinions  we 
have  heretofore  expressed  with  regard  to  this  Com- 
mission, which,  constituted  and  acting  under  no  law, 
and  without  regard  to  law,  and  bound  beforehand  by 
its  instructions  to  the  partial  views  and  narrow  policy 
of  the  British  Ministry  in  the  government  of  the 
colonies,  could  not  possibly  cooperato  in  doing  justice 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  "y^d  *n  establishing 
their  institutions,  their  liberties  and  their  prospects  for 
the  future,  on  the  solid  basis  of  their  wishes  and  their 
wants,  as  well  as  on  the  principles  of  the  constitution. 
We  were  therefore  in  nowise  astonished  at  discovering 
in  the  productions  of  this  pretended  oommission  nothing 
but  preconceived  opinions,  prejudices  at  variance  with 
its  mission  anditsduty,  ideas  of  gove  nment  founded  on 
data  utterly  foreign  to  the  country,  or  at  finding  it  fo- 
menting divisions  and  national  distinctions,  forgetful  of 
constitutional  principles,  caluumiating  the  provincial 
representation,  and  practising  deception  towards  thb 
House  and  towards  the  people.     We  are  bound  espe. 
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cially  to  notice  in  the  reports  in  question  one  CFscn- 
tial  and  paramount  contradiction  which  pervades 
every  part  of  them,  and  forms  their  essence.  It  is, 
that,  while  they  admit  the  reality  of  the  greater 
portion  of  the  abuses  and  grievances  of  which  we 
have  complained,  the  Commissioners  do  not  recom- 
mend their  removal  and  the  destruction  of  the  causes 
which  have  produced  them,  but  an  act  of  aggression 
against  this  House  which  has  denounced  them,  and 
the  absolute  destruction  of  the  representative  govern- 
ment in  the  Province,  by  the  illegal  and  violent 
spoliation  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  people,  by  the 
Ministers  or  by  the  Parliament;  whereas  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Commission  and  of  the  Mother  Country 
to  assist  this  House  in  the  entire  removal  of  these 
evils,  and  in  rendering  their  recurrence  impossible, 
by  constituting  the  second  bianch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture by  means  of  the  elective  principle, — by  repeal- 
ing all  laws  and  privileges  unjustly  obtained,  and  by 
ensuring  the  exercise  of  the  powers  and  legitimate 
control  of  this  House  over  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
Province,  and  over  ".11  matters  relative  to  its  territory 
and  the  wants  of  its  inhabitants,  and  more  especially 
over  the  public  revenue  raised  therein. 

"  These  remarks  will  render  unnecessary  a  portion 
of  those  which  we  might  have  been  led  to  make  on 
the  series  of  resolutions  spoken  of  by  your  Excel- 
lency, and  which  being  proposed  by  Lord  John 
Russell,  one  of  the  Ministci-s  of  the  Crown,  were 
adopted  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  We  perceive  in  this  measure  on 
the  one  hand,  a  formal  and  total  refusal  of  the  reforms 
and  improvements  demanded  by  this  House,  and  by 
the  people,  and,  on  the  other,  m  abuse  of  the  powers 
of  Parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  laws 
and  coustitution  of  this  I'roviuce  by  force,  violating 
with  regard  to  us  the  most  sacred  and  solemn  engage- 
ments,   and  of  thereby   establishing   irremediably   on 
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the  ruins  of  our  liberties,  and  in  place  of  the  legiti- 
mate, efficient  and  constitutional  control  which 
this  House,  and  the  people  through  it,  have  a  right 
to  exercise  over  all  the  branches  of  the  Executive 
Government,  corruption  and  intrigue,  the  pillage  of 
the  revenue,  and  the  self-appropriation  of  the  best 
resources  of  the  country  by  the  colonial  functionaries 
and  their  dependants,  the  domination  and  ascendancy 
of  the  few,  and  the  oppression  and  servitude  of  the  mass 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  without  distinction 
of  class  or  of  origin. 

"  It  is  our  duty,  therefore,  to  tell  the  Mother  Coun- 
try, that  if  she  carries  the  spirit  of  these  resolutions 
iato  effect  in  the  Government  of  British  America, 
and  of  this  Province  in  particular,  her  supremacy 
therein  will  no  longer  depend  upon  the  feelings  of 
affection,  of  duty  and  of  mutual  interest  which  would 
best  secure  it,  but  on  physical  and  material  force, 
an  element  dangerous  to  the  governing  party,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  subjects  the  governed  to  a 
degree  of  uncertainty  as  to  their  future  existence  and 
their  dearest  interests,  which  is  scarcely  to  be  found 
under  the  most  absolute  governments  of  civilized 
Europe.  And  we  had  humbly  believed  it  impossible 
that  this  state  of  permanent  jeopardy,  of  hatred  and 
of  division,  could  be  wittingly  perpetrated  by  Eng- 
land on  the  American  continent;  and  that  the  liberty 
and  welfare  of  every  portion  of  the  Empire  were  too 
dear  to  the  independent  body  of  the  English  people 
to  allow  them  to  prefer  maintaining,  in  favor  of  the  func- 
tionaries accused  by  the  people  of  this  Province,  the 
system  which  has  hitherto  been  its  bane. 

"  If,  even  before  the  opening  of  the  present 
flCfision,  we  had  been  undeceived  in  this  fond  hop© 
by  public  report,  if  we  had  little  expectation  that  a 
sudden  change  in  the  councils  of  the  Empire  should 
place  us  at  once  in  possession  of  the  benefits  of  the 
constitutive    reforms    which    we    had  declared    to  b© 
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essential,  and  such  as  would  alone  be  sufficient,  it 
was  still  natural  that  we  should  most  anxiously  look 
forward  to  our  being  called  together  in  Parliament, 
because  it  was  to  be  supposed,  at  least,  that  most 
important  reforms  had  been  effected  in  the  adminis* 
tration  of  the  Government,  and  that  others  were 
speedily  to  follow  them :  We  have  learned  with 
fresh  regret  from  your  Kxcellency's  speech,  that  no  ' 
such  reform  has  been  effected,  or  will  be  so  at  any  near 
and  determinate  period :  notwithstanding  the  so  often 
repeated  pledges  of  the  Government,  Your  Excel- 
lency has  been  pleased  to  allude  distantly  to  the 
improvement  of  the  personal  composition  of  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  Councils  of  this  Province. 
With  regard  to  the  Executive  Council,  we  shall  here 
forbear  any  painful  reflections  on  the  unmodified 
existence  of  that  body,  after  it  had  been  so  solemnly 
repudiated  by  your  Excellency  in  the  name  of  the 
Crown,  and  on  its  co-operation  with  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  Provincial  Executive  in  a  system  of  pre- 
meditated corcion  to  effect  the  overthrow  of  the  laws 
and  constitution,  of  incrimination,  persecution,  and 
arbitrary  removals  from  office,  directed  against  the 
mass  of  the  people  who  remain  faithful  to  the 
true  principles  of  the  British  Constitution,  and  who 
have  manifested  their  attachment  to  their  assailed 
liberties.  We  further  represent,  that  the  present 
Executive,  having,  instead  of  performing  its  promises 
of  justice  and  the  removal  of  abuses  and  grie- 
vances, entered  upon  the  dangerous  and  slippery 
path  which  has  been  the  ruin  of  preceding  adminis- 
trations, and  having  utterly  alienated  from  it  the 
affection  of  an  important  portion  of  those  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  most  devoted  to  the  liberty  and 
welfare  of  the  country,  in  order  to  bestow  its  confi- 
dence and  that  of  the  Government  partially,  on 
those  only  who  flatter  it,  no  longer  possesses  in 
the  person  of  its  Chief  or  in    those  of  its  other  mem- 
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bcrs  tl»e  capability  of  effecting  the  reforms  iudispen— 
sably  necessary  as  preliminaries  to  any  arrangement 
between  the  Government  of  the  Mother  Country  and 
the  colony,  in  a  just,  equitable,  and  impartial  man- 
ner,  adapted  to  satisfy  this  House  and  the  people, 
and  more  especally  to  ensure  between  the  several 
branches  of  the  Legislature  that  co-cperation  and 
that  uniformity  of  general  views  which  we  persist  in 
believing  to  be  absolutely  requisite.  We  should  have 
hoped  that  as  a  pledge  of  the  security  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  Legislative  Council  would  have  been 
so  remodelled  as  to  enable  us  to  ascertain  up  to  what 
point  it  had  been  rendered  capable  of  legislating 
conformably  with  the  wishes  and  wants  of  the  people, 
and  to  act  according  to  the  conclusion  to  which  we 
might  have  come  on  this  important  subject.  This 
essential  reform  having  been  omitted,  we  are  bound  to 
declaio  that  our  duty  towards  the  people  by  whom  we 
are  sent  here,  imperiously  requires  us  to  follow,  under 
existing  circumstances,  the  course  adopted  by  us  in  our 
Address  of  the  thirteenth  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six  ;  we  therefore  persist  there- 
in, as  well  as  in  all  the  declarations  and  demands  therein 
contained. 

"  The  reforms  which  jour  Excellency  announces  as 
having  been  delayed,  will,  nevertheless,  if  effected,  in  a 
spirit  of  justice  and  harmony,  become  a  powerful  motive 
with  us  for  examining  whether  the  Legislative  Council 
in  its  present  form  of  constitution,  could  even  for  a  time 
co-operate  with  us  in  a  system  of  Legislation  comform- 
ably  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  of  thereby 
ascertaining  whether  it  shall  have  been  so  remodelled 
as  to  induce  us  to  manifest  confidence  in  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

"  In  our  efforts  to  remove  the  evils  which  have 
pressed  upon  our  country,  we  have  had  recourse  to 
none  but  constitutional  means,  founded  on  the  most 
approved    and   best  recognized   principles.     We  have 
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it  80  much  at  heart,  to  see  the  Government  once 
more  deserve  the  public  confidence,  that  to  assist  it  in 
attaining  that  confidence  we  should  recoil  beiore  no  sac- 
iifice  but  that  of  the  liberties  or  of  the  honor  of  the 
people.  We  have  j^iven  proof  of  this  disposition,  even 
of  late,  whenever  we  have  been  able  to  entertain  a  hope 
that  we  were  thereby  aiding  to  advance  the  prosj)erity 
of  the  country.  But  we  declare,  that  in  the  present 
conjuncture  we  have  not  been  able  to  derive  from  your 
Excellency's  speech,  or  from  any  other  source,  any  mo- 
tive for  departing  even  momentarily  from  our  deter- 
mination to  withhold  the  supplies  until  the  grievances 
of  the  country  are  redressed. 

"  Your  Excellency  acknowledges  that  the  chief  object 
for  which  we  are  now  convened,  is  to  afford  us  an 
opportunity  by  granting  the  supplies,  of  preventing 
their  being  violently  taken  under  an  Act  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  founded  on  resolutions  already  adopt- 
ed. In  the  absence  of  any  other  motive  for  thus  re- 
curring to  our  authority,  than  the  tardy  consideration 
of  the  character  of  those  resolutions  as  well  as  of 
the  act  of  which  they  might  form  the  basis.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  might,  we  humbly  conceive,  have 
recollected  that  those  resolutions  are  not  our  work, 
that  we  had  already  fully  deliberated  on  the  de- 
mand made  to  us  by  your  Excellency;  and  that  while 
we  have  not  before  us  any  act,  or  even  any  hope 
which  can  promise  a  mitigation  of  the  evils  under 
which  the  people  are  suffering,  we  should  not  be 
justifiable  in  placing  in  the  hands  of  hostile  powers 
the  means  of  aggiavating  and  perpetuating  those 
evils. 

"  There  could  exist,  then^  no  considerations  but 
such  as  might  be  dectated  by  a  servile  tear  foreign  to 
our  mandate  and  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the 
people,  'to  induce  us  to  be  wanting  to  our  duty 
in  the  present  instance,  by  ratifying  the  violation  of  the 
rights  of  our  constitutents,  and  of  this  House,  by  the 
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British  authorities,  and  by  taking  on  ourselves  the 
responsibility  of  the  consequences  which  might  result 
from  it.  We  leave  this  responsibility  to  those  who 
have  assumed  it,  and  strong  in  the  justice  of  our  cause 
we  rely,  as  we  have  heretofore  done,  on  Providence,  on 
the  public  and  private  virtues  of  all  classes  of  the  peo- 
ple, on  their  constancy,  their  perseverance,  and  their 
attachment  to  the  principles  of  order  and  liberty  which, 
following  their  example,  wc  have  unceasingly  striven  to 
maintain. 

*'  In  thus  expressing  our  wish  that  a  commencement 
of  reform  had  tended  to  re-establish  confidence,  wc  can- 
not have  been  mi.^understood  as  to  the  motives  which 
actuate  us.  Wo  repeat,  nevertheless,  that  we  shall  re- 
gard all  administrative  measures  whatsoever  as  insuffi- 
cient permanently  and  efiectively  to  ensure  the  peace, 
security  and  happiness  of  the  Province ;  and  that  the 
essential  and  constitutive  reforms  which  we  have  de- 
manded, and  especially  the  application  of  the  elective 
principle  to  the  Legislative  Council,  the  repeal  of  all 
undue  privileges  and  monopolies,  and  of  injurious  laws 
passed  in  England,  the  free  exercise  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  this  legislature  and  of  this  House  in  parti- 
lar,  and  the  establishment  of  a  popular  and  responsible 
government,  are  the  only  means  by  which  the  advan- 
tages herein  before  mentioned  can  be  ensured,  or  the 
political  connexion  with  Great  Britain  rendered  benefi- 
cial to  the  people  of  Canada. 

"  It  is,  therefore,  our  ardent  wish  that  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
may  be  rescinded,  as  attacking  the  rights  and  liber^ 
ties  of  this  Province,  as  being  of  a  nature  to  per- 
petuate bad  Government,  corruption  and  abuse  of 
power  therein,  and  as  rendering  more  just  and  legi- 
timate the  disaffection  and  opposition  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  this  return  by  the  Government  of  the  Mother 
Country  to    what    we     consider    its    duty    towards 
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this  colony,  should  take  place  under  the  Reign  of  Her 
Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  we  are  unable 
to  express  to  your  Excellency  how  warmly  we  should 
congratulate  ourselves  on  having  persevered  in  claiming 
justice  for  the  people,  notwithstanding  the  peculiar  ob- 
stacles and  difficulties  which  have  tended  to  deter  us. 

"  The  special  and  local  subjects  pointed  out  by  your 
Excellency,  and  in  particular  the  advances  of  public 
money  made  to  relic i  the  distress  in  certain  parts  of 
the  Province,  and  for  other  purposes,  will  form  the  sub- 
ject of  our  deliberations  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 
permit,  and  whenever  we  shall  bo  no  longer  prevented 
nrom  considering  them."* 

To  this  Address  (presented  on  the  2Gth  of  August) 
His  Excellency  answered  : — 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly) 
"  The  Address   which  you  have  just   presented  to 

♦  (in  committek) 

"  Mr.  Sfuart  proposed  the  following  resolutions  in  ameDd- 
ment  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Moiin,  that  his  draught  of  the 
Address  in  answer  to  His  Excellency's  Speech  should  be  read 
paragraph  by  paragraph.  The  Hon.  member  (Mr.  S.)  stated 
at  the  same  lim?i  that  it  was  his  intention,  if  theyshould  meet 
the  concurrenc  of  the  House,  to  move  that  the  resolutions 
should  then  be  referred,  with  the  Speech,  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee te  prepare  an  Address  in  conformity  therewith  : — 

"  'That  in  the  present  state  of  this  Province  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  House  in  so  far  as  depends  upon  it,  to  provide  for  the 
most  pressing  wants  of  the  Province,  and  the  support  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.    Yeas,  13— Nays   63 

"  'That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  maintain  its  fidelity 
to  the  Crown,  and  to  support  the  connexion  of  this  Province 
with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  us- 
ing the  same  time  all  constitutional  means  for  the  removal  of 
the  obstacles  which  have  hitherto  retarded  the  advaneement 
and  prosperity  of  the  Province,  and  of  securing  to  Her  Majes- 
ty's subjects  therein  a  better  and  moT-e  efficient  Government 
than  they  now  have.' 

"A  long  debate  took  place  on  the  1st  Resolution,  in  which 
the  Speaker,  Messrs.  Gugy,  Cote,  De  Bleury,  Lafontaine,  Ro- 
dier,  Clapham  and  others  took  part,  and  on  a  division  the  re- 
solution was  negatived.     Yeas,   16— Nays,  61." 
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me  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  transmitting;  for  the  inform- 
ation of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, refrain  from  expressing  the  deep  concern  and 
regret  which  I  experience  at  learning  from  it  that  you 
persist  in  your  determination  to  deprive  the  country 
of  the  benefits  of  domestic  Icirislation,  until  all  the 
demands  you  have  urged  shall  have  been  granted — 
demands  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Executive 
Government  to  grant,  and  which  on  being  submitted  at 
your  request  to  the  judgment  of  the  highest  authorities 
of  the  Empire,  they  have  solemnly  declared  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  grant. 

"  The  voluntary  and  continued  abandonment  of 
your  functions  as  one  branch  of  the  Local  Legisla- 
ture, notwithstanding  tlie  assurance  you  have  re- 
ceived from  tlie  high  authorities  to  whom  you  have 
appealed,  that  improvements  will  be  made  in  the 
Executive  and  Legislative  Councils,  while  it  daily 
increases  the  evils  under  which  the  Province  labors, 
is  at  the  same  time  a  virtual  annihilation  of  the  con- 
stitution under  which  that  Legislature  derives  its  exis- 
tence. 

*'  Being  thus  unhappily  denied  that  assistance 
which  I  had  hoped  to  receive  from  the  repiesenta- 
tives  of  the  people  for  relieving  the  country  from  its 
pressing  difficulties,  it  only  remains  for  mc  to  assure 
you  that  I  shall  exercise,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment 
the  powers  vested  in  me  as  the  Representative  of  our 
Sovereign,  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  interests  and  welfare  of  all  classes  of 
Her  Majesty's  Canadian  subjects." 

He  then  immediately,  after  the  Members  had  re- 
tired from  his  presence,  issued  a  proclamation  pro- 
roguing the  Parliament,  as  Lord  Dalhousie,  on  a 
particular  occasion,  (with  respect  to  the  Speakership,) 
had  done,  and  they  met  no  more.  It  had  become 
necessary,  owing  to  the  recent  demise  of  the  Crown 
that  the  Members  of  the  Legislature  should,  previous 
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to  the  opening  of  the  PCSvsion,  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  new  Sovereign,  This  was  npoken  of  by 
flcveral  as  an  unnecessary  and  idle  form  that  ought 
to  be  dispensed  with  ;  finding  it,  however,  indispen- 
sable, it  was  taken  reluctantly,  and,  it  is  said,  not 
without  undisguised  drgout  by  Mr.  SjK^aker  Papineau 
and  his  more  enthusiastic  followers,  and  accordingly 
the  value  they  attached  to  it  will  shortly  be  seen. 
Several  of  them,  it  is  painful  to  observe,  were  in  open 
insurrection  against  her  authority,  and  firing  upon 
her  troops  in  less  than  four  months  after  thus 
solemnly  picdging  themselves  to  their  just  allegiance 
to  the  Crown  and  young  Sovereign  of  England,  and 
to  the  maintenance  and  support  of  her  Government  in 
Canada. 

Upon  the  demise  of  the  late  King,  and  Her 
Majesty's  accession  to  the  Throne,  a  solemn  Te  Deum 
was  chaunted  in  the  Roman  Catlulic  Parish  Churches 
throughout  the  Province.  It  was,  however,  but  ill 
received  in  several  of  the  Parishes  in  the  District  of 
Montreal.  Pointe  aux  Trembles,  St.  Isidore,  and 
Vaudreuil,  were  particularly  noticed  by  the  reform 
or  patriotic  papers  for  their  zeal  in  disturbing  these 
loyal  demonstrations  of  the  Clergy  in  this  respect, 
some  of  whom  were  threatened  with  popular  violence 
for  it.  It  was  pretended  by  Ihe  patriots,  that  this 
pious  and  loyal  act  of  thanksgiving  to  the  supreme 
Ruler  of  the  Universe,  chaunting  the  Te  Deum  in  a 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  honor  of  Her  Majesty's 
accession,  and,  by  the  same  rule,  the  offering  up  of 
prayer'  for  the  Queen,  the  Royal  family,  and  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament,  converted  the  Church  into  a 
political  conventicle.  The  seditious  hypocrites,  thus 
pretending  to  take  oflfence  on  the  score  of  respect 
for  religion  and  the  sanctity  of  the  place,  rising  from 
their  seats,  and  retiring  from  the  Churches  on  the 
occasion,  were  nevertheless  themselves,  be  it  ob- 
served,   in    the    constant    habit     of    addressing    the 
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aascnibloil  hnhitantn  on  Sundr.yH  at  the  Church  doors 
immoditttoly  after  Divine  Service  in  tiie  forenoon, 
preaching  "  notre  nalioiialite^'^  and  velicniently  in- 
citing tliem  to  t.caHon  and  in.surrection,  towards  the 
coDHumniation  of  it,  an  a  duty  and  a  virtue. 

In  addition  to  the  loyal  movements  at  Montreal 
and  Quebec  already  noticed,  and  others  in  the  Town- 
shijw  inhabited  by  jK^rsons  of  British  birth  or  orij^in, 
one  took  place  in  Glengary,  Upper  Canada,  soon  after 
tlie  prorofi^ation,  doservin«i;  of  notice,  in  which  the  loyal 
Scotch  Highlanders,  or  inhabitants  of  1 1  ighland  descent, 
chiefly  constituting  the  population  of  that  country,  un- 
equivocally ex])rcssed  themselves,  and  in  a  manner  cheer- 
ing to  their  countrymen,  and  to  the  loyal  inhabitant* 
generally  in  Lower  Canada. 

The  following  arc  the  resolutions  pasficd  on  the  oc- 
cobion : — 

*'  Resolved, — That  as  faithful  subjects  of  Iler  Ma- 
jesty our  most  gracious  Queen,  and  bound  alike  by 
duty  and  inclination  to  maintain  Her  Government  in 
and  over  this  portion  of  her  dominions  ;  we  cannot 
but  view  with  extreme  concern  and  regret  various 
proceedings,  prompted  principally  by  persons  con- 
nected with  the  Legislature  in  our  sister  Province, 
intended  by  their  movers,  and  avowed  to  be  bo 
intended,  to  bring  about  a  revolution  in  these  Pro- 
vinces, and  if  possible,  a  separation  from  the  Mother 
Country. 

"  Jiesolvcd,—  That  while  we  disclaim  any  desire  to 
interfere  in  tlie  internal  affairs  of  our  sister  Province, 
we  cannot  be  insensible  that  the  interests  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada  are  inseparably  connected,  and 
that  any  violent  political  struggle  or  convulsion  in 
the  one,  must  necessarily  extend  to  and  involve  the 
other,  and  that  it,  therefore,  becomes  not  only  a 
matter  of  prudence,  but  of  duty  on  the  part  of  all 
loyal  subjects  in  this  Province,  plainly  tc  declare,  as 
the   county  of   Glengary     now     unequivocally     does, 
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that  every  effort  on  tlioir  part  will  be  used,  at  all 
timoH  1111(1  under  all  circumHtanees,  to  discountenance 
all  HeditiouH  and  trjisoiinble  prnctiecH,  and  to  put  down 
any  attempt  at  revolution,  wlierevor  the  Bamc  may 
originate. 

"  litsftfrrd, — That  the  rere!»t  procoedinf^  of  the 
IIous(!  of  Assembly  of  liowcr  Canada,  and  tlic  claims 
and  preti'iiHions  .sot  forth  in  the  answer  of  that  body 
to  the  H|)eeeh  of  His  Kxcclleney  the  (joveruor  in 
Chief,  at  the  openin<^  of  the  late  session,  cannot 
leave  room  to  doubt,  if  any  doubt  previously  existed, 
tliat  it  is  the  determination  of  the  leading  Members 
of  the  Assembly,  to  accept  of  nothing  le.s.s  than  an 
absolute  surrender  of  all  control  on  the  j)art  of  the 
Ciovernment  of  the  Mother  (Nuintry.  and  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  principles  on  which  monarchical  institutions 
are  founded. 

"  Remfocd, — That  while  we  anxiously  desire  that 
the  blessings  of  good  government  .should  be  enjoyed 
by  all  classes  of  our  fellow  subjects,  and  to  that  end 
would  rejoice  at  the  removal  of  any  well  grounded 
cau.se  of  complaint,  we  can  perceive  but  little  reason 
to  hope  that  any  change  i'or  the  better  can  proceed 
from,  or  be  brought  about  by  men,  who,  profesBing 
the  strongest  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  people 
at  large,  too  plainly  exhibit  in  the  two  Provinces, 
that  they  are  influenced  by  considerations  wholly 
apart  from  the  public  welfare,  and  who,  disregarding 
the  solemn  obligations  of  an  oath  of  allegiance,  strive, 
by  every  means  within  their  reach,  to  create  discontent 
and  disloyalty,  and  to  overturn  the  Government  to  which 
they  have  sworn  to  be  faithful. 

"  Resolved^ — That  whatever  evils  may  exist  in  the 
Government  of  these  Provinces,  and  we  have  yet  to 
learn  that  any  form  of  government  is  exempt  from 
gome  evils,  we  are  firmly  persuaded  that  it  is  the 
anxious  desire  of  the  Imperial  Government,  to  adopt 
towards  these  colonies  such  a  course  as  shall  be  best 
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calculated  to  promote  the  peace,  welfare  and  good 
government  of  their  inhabitants,  and  that  we  are  too 
sensible  of  the  advantages  which  we  now  enjoy,  under 
the  fostering  care  of  one  of  tlie  greatest  and  freest  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  to  desire  or  seek  a  change  in  our 
political  condition. 

"  Resolved. — That  this  meeting  express  in  their 
own  name,  -and  that  of  all  the  loyal  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  their  utter  disgust  at  the  insolent  dis- 
■  regard  of  the  respect  due  to  his  station,  exhibited  to 
His  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Gosford,  by  persons  within 
his  Government,  and  especially  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  from  whose  high  station  a  more 
discreet  and  decent  line  of  conduct  might  reasonably 
be  expected. 

"  Resolved, — That  an  Address,  founded  on  these 
resolutions,  be  presented  to  His  Excellency  Sir 
Francis  Bond  Head,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this 
Province,  respectfully  praying  him  to  communicate 
the  same  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Chief, 
with  an  expression  of  the  determination  of  the  loyal 
Inhabitants  of  Glengary,  to  stand  firm  by  the  Throne 
and  Altar,  and  cordially  co-operate  with  him  in  main- 
taining unsevered  the  connexion  so  happiiy  subsist- 
ing  between    Great  Britain    and    her  American  colo- 
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The  Constitutional  Association  of  Montreal  issued 
on  the  4th  of  September  ^'  an  Address  on  the  Legis- 
lative Union  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,"  more  able 
and  interesting  from  its  statistics  than  any  that  hitherto 
had  appeared  upon  the  subject.* 

While,  however,  the  constitutionalists  were  pre- 
paring for  the  coming  emergency,  the  work  of  treason 
was  not  less  actively  and  openly  carried  on.  A  num- 
ber of  young  SOI  disant  patriots  at  Montreal  associated 
themselves  under  the  title  of  ^^filsde  la  liberie,'*  (^Sons 

*  Appendix,  letter  F. 
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of  Libert  I/,)  assembling  as  a  military  corps,  with  fire- 
arms, and  drilling,  as  if  sanctioned  by  the  authorities  of 
the  "  nation,"  issuing  also  a  niauifoHto  (imitating,  in 
style  and  pretensions,  that  of  the  famous  Declaration  of 
American  independence)  declaratory  ol"  the  cause-s  and 
objects  of  iheir  arming  and  organization.  This  piece  of 
fanfaronade  was  pompously  displayed  in  the  "  patriotic" 
papers,  with  fortij-jlve  names  of  those  "  8ons  of  Liber- 
ty," (chiefly  idle  boys,  stripling  attornies,  and  merchants' 
clerks,)  as  tlic  substructure  and  corner  stone  of  the  fu- 
ture Canadian  Hepublic,  and  the  commencement  of 
a  new  and  glorious  era  for  Canada.  "  The  authority  of  a 
parent  state  over  a  colony" — says  this  truly  mimic  docu- 
ment, memento  of  the  rage  and  folly  of  the  times — "  can 
exist  only  during  the  pleasure  of  the  colonists  ;  for  the 
country  being  established  and  settled  by  them,  belongs 
to  them  by  right,  and  may  be  separated  from  all /orci^n 
connexion  whenever  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  an 
Executive  power  residing  abroad,  ceasing  to  harmonize 
with  a  local  legislature,  makes  such  a  step  necessary  to 
the  inhabitants,  for  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 

Again, — ''A  separation  has  commenced  between  par- 
ties which  will  never  be  cemented  ;  but  which  will  go  on 
increasing,  until  one  of  lose  sudden — those  unforeseen 
events  that  attend  the  march  of  time,  ailbrds  us  a  fit  op- 
portunity for  assuming  our  rank  among  the  independent 
sovereignties  of  America.  Two  splendid  opportunities 
have  been  lost.  Let  us  not  be  unprepared  for  the  third. 
A  glorious  destiny  awaits  the  young  men  of  these  colo- 
nies. Our  fathers  have  passed  a  life  of  vexation  in  daily 
struggles  against  every  degree  of  despotism.  As  they 
pass  from  the  world  they  leave  an  inheritance  improvea 
by  their  patriotic  sacrifices.  To  us  they  commit  the 
noble  duty  of  carrying  onward  their  proud  designs,  which 
in  our  day  must  emancipate  our  beloved  country  from 
all  human  authority  except  that  of  the  bold  democracy 
residing  within  its  bosom." 

In  the  county  of  Two  Mountains,  and  in  various  other 
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parts  in  the  same  district,  '  anti-coercion,**  or,  more  pro- 
perly to  speak,  revolutionary  meetings  were  also  about  the 
same  time  held,  in  co-operation  with  the  central  perman- 
ent committee  at  Montreal,  and  resolutions  adopted  to 
dissolve  Her  Majesty's  Law  Courts,  by  superseding  them 
by  local  tribunals  of  popular  creation,  to  which  exclusive- 
ly all  matters  of  dispute  among  the  inhabitants  were  to  be 
referred,  and  decided  by  them,  it  being  understood  that 
their  decision  was  to  be  Lnal  and  binding.f    These  courts 

•  Mr.  Neilson  observes — "  These  meetings,  in  the  spirit  of 
imitation  and  deception  whirb  characterize  the  faction  with 
which  they  originate,  are  styled  *  anti-coercion  meetings.'  If 
meetings  were  held  to  oppose  the  measures  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, they  might,  in  truth,  be  so  styled,  for  that  body  alone 
has  as  yet  resorted  to  any  coercive  measures.  They  have 
brought  ruin  on  the  country  tor  the  last  three  or  four  years  by 
an  attempted  coercion  to  effect  a  chanwe  of  the  established 
constitution,  and  we  believe  there  are  few  who  expect  they 
will  do  any  thing  for  affording  relief.  That  will  come,  how- 
ever, from  the  British  Governrnent  and  the  loyal  inhabitants  of 
the  Province,  who  can  now  nc  longer  be  deceived  as  to  the  true 
character  of  its  disturbers." — Quebee  Gazette,  12th  May,  1837. 

t  The  violence  in  this  country  had  manifested  itself  at  an 
earlylperiod  of  the  present  season,  as  may  be  understood  by  the 
folk  ving  extract  from  the  Montreal  Gazette  of  the  loth  July  :~ 

"  A  ge::tlemen  has  just  called  on  us,  and  states,  upon  the 
authority  of  letters  which  he  had  received  from  St.  Eustache, 
in  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  that  things  are  beginning  to  as- 
snme  an  alarming  aspect  in  that  part  of  the  country.  The  peo- 
ple were  flying  into  the  villai,e,  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of 
armed  bodies  of  men  coming  from  Grand  Brul6.  Some  of  the 
Scv,tch  settlers  of  Cote  St.  Joseph  had  left  their  homes,  leaving 
their  property  to  its  fate.  A  large  party  had  been  parading 
themselves  armed  on  the  Cote,  uttering  vengeance  upon  all 
loyalists,  because  one  of  their  party  had  been  arrested  by  the 
High  Com  table,  and  whom  they  intended  to  haverescutd,  but 
were  too  late. 

**  Another  house  had  been  fired  into  on  "Wedaesday  evening 
in  Cote  St.  Mary  ;  and  the  house  of  one  Piche  and  two  others 
had  been  broken.  The  servants  of  a  gentleman,  while  proceed- 
ing to  their  work  in  the  fields,  were  chased  away,  and  told, that 
if  they  would  attempt  to  work, they  should  be  shot.  We  are  also 
informed,  that  Messrs.  *  *  •  and  •  *  ,  with  a  large  party 
from  Grand  Bruld,  were  firing  off  guns,  and  threatening  ven- 
g9auce  upon  all  the  loyal  inhabitants  in  that  neighbourhood. 
•'We  arefinformed  on  good  authority,that  althqugh  ♦he  leaders 
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were  to  be  held  by  "  Pacificator  Judgcj 
amiables  compositeurs,^  elected  by  the  people  ot  the  par- 
ish or  other  locality  for  whicli  they  were  to  be  constitut- 
ed.* The  organization  of  a  militiary  force  was  a'so  en- 
joined. 

"  The  military  code"  [says  one  of  the  papers  of  the 
day]  *'  of  this  North  West  Kepuldic  of  Lower  Canada, 
is  comprised  in  tlie  following  resolutions  , — 

"  Resolved, — That  the  reformers  who  have  begun  to 
drill,  shall  form  themselves,  in  each  parish,  in  voluntary 
companies  of  militia,  under  the  command  of  ofl&cers 
elected  by  the  militiamen,  and  shnll  be  drilled  in  the 
management  of  fire-arms,  and  in  light  infantry  evolutions 
and  movements. 

"  Returns  of  such  corps  shall  be  transmit  ted, from  time 
to  time,  to  the  Permanent  Committee,  which  binds  itself 
to  provide  for  those  of  the  said  corps  who  shall  distinguish 
themselves  by  their  good  order  and  superior  discipline, 
whatever  arms  and  accoutrements  they  may  require. 

*'  Officers  of  militia  already  dismissed  by  the  Gover- 
nor in  Chief,  or  who  hereafter  shall  be  deprived  of  their 
commissions  because  of  their  patriotism,  shall  be  re-elect- 
ed by  the  militiamen. 

"  Keso/ved, — That  the  proceedings  of  this  sitting  bo 


of  the  popular  commotions  in  the  County  of  Two  Mountains^ 
continue  their  Sunday  harangues  at  the  Church  doors  ;  yet 
that  they  have  considerably  abated  in  their  tone  of  defiance, 
since  the  report  has  been  spread  among  them,  that  it  was  in 
contemplation  to  send  out  some  troops  to  keep  the  peace  in 
the  disturbed  quarters. 

•  "  The  Montreal  Mmerve  of  the  16th  of  October,  gives  an 
account  of  a  meeting  at  St.  Joachim,  in  the  County  of  the  Two 
Mountains,  on  the  15th.  La.irent  Aubry,  dil  Tecle,  in  the 
chair;  Dr.  Chen  er,  Secretary,  at  which  twenty-two  persona 
(whose  names  aie  given)  were  elected  Justices  of  the  Peace 
(pacificateun)  for  tour  parishes 

"  The  first  resolve  was,  that  tie  permanent  Committee  of 
the  County  was  a  legitimate  body  derived  trom  the  people, and 
ought  to  be  obeyed  by  all  reformers  ;  and  it  will  be  recollect- 
ed that  the  said  Parliament  Committee  had  previously  declar- 
ed that  all  those  who  will  not  obey,  are  treated  as  public  ene- 
mUs.''—Neilson's  Quebec  Gazette,  Oct.  20,  1837. 
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comtnunicalol  to  the  Central  Comniittee  at  Montreal, 
and  publisl.ed  in  the  reform  ncwsp'ipers. 

"  By  order, 
[Signed,]  «  J.  Watts, 

"  Corresponding  Secretary." 

The  indications,  not  to  be  misunderstood,  of  a  revol- 
utionary purpose,  induced  tlie  gentlemen  at  Montreal, 
who  had  proposed  tho  previous  autumn  to  form  a  rifle 
corps,  again  to  tender  their  services  to  the  Governor  in 
Chief  in  case  of  need.  A  deputation  from  Montreal  ac- 
cordingly waited  upon  his  Excellency  at  Quebec,  on  the 
7th  of  October,  to  whom  he  gave  the  following  answer : — 

*'  I  request  you,  gentlemen,  to  acquaint  the  petition- 
ers who,  through  you,  now  tender  their  services  to  Her 
Majesty,  by  desiring  to  be  enrolled  as  a  Volunteer  Corps, 
that  although  I  must  decline  to  accede  to  their  proposal, 
yet  I  derive  much  satisfaction  from  the  assurance  con- 
veyed by  the  tenor  of  their  petition,  that,  in  the  event 
of  any  extraordinary  municipal  aid  being  required,  I  can 
rely  with  confidence  upon  their  loyalty  and  their  attach- 
ment to  the  principles  of  good  order  for  any  assistance 
thai  may  be  necessary  to  support  the  laws,  and  preserve 
public  tranquility ;  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  the  good 
Bense  and  reflection  of  the  petitioners  will  at  once  supply 
reasons  of  sufficient  weight  to  secure  their  coucmTenceia 
of  the  conclusion  at  which  I  have  arrived." 


the  soundness ' 

To  many  of  those  who  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  Lower  Canada,  and  the  agitated  feeling 
of  the  greau  majority  of  its  inhabitants,  at  this  period,  ifc 
may  seem  strange  that  the  Executive  did  not  take  legal 
measures  to  check  the  seditious  spirit  which  now,  more 
or  less,  in  all  quarters  of  the  Province  manifested  itself 
but,  in  the  almost  universal  prevalence  of  disaff'ection,  all 
legal  recourse  would  have  been  futile.  The  very  sources 
of  justice  were  poisoned.  The  people,  and  their  repre- 
sentatives, the  juries,  the  bar,  the  bench  even,  were  all 
tainted,  more  r  less,  with  the  political  leprosy  of  the 
times,   and  not  to  be  relied  upon  for  a  sober  and  un 
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biased  verdict  upon  the  guilt  of  any  political  culprit 
who  might  have  been  selected  as  a  fit  subject  for 
example.  The  greater  and  more  flagrant  his  guilt; 
the  greater  probably  would  have  been  his  merit  in 
the  estimation  of  his  judge?,  and  with  it  the  chances 
of  a  verdict  in  his  favor,  and  his  acquittal  in  triumph  and 
with  eclat.  The  Government  was  palsied  and  power- 
less, while  its  officials,  unpaid  for  their  services  during 
the  four  previous  years,  were  in  a  state  of  despond- 
ency. Many  of  them,  their  credit  being  exhausted, 
were  destitute  of  resources,  and  moreover  uncertain 
whether  the  next  step  of  the  Home  Government,  so 
slow  and  uncertain  in  its  movements,  might  not  be, 
by  the  abandonment  of  the  country,  to  oast  them 
adrift  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  tender  mer- 
cies  of  the  revolutionary  faction,  kept  now  in  check  only 
by  the  British  population  in  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  the 
Townships,  who,  it  is  true,  feeling  themselves  sure  of 
support  from  their  countrymen  in  the  neighbouring 
Provinces,  also  prepared  for  action  with  an  ardour 
worthy  of  their  lineage. 

It  was  clear  from  the  spirit  that  universally  pre- 
vailed, worked  up  as  it  had  been  to  phrenzy  by  the 
ruling  agitators,  and  rural  demagogues  in  their  inter- 
ests, who  in  all  quarters  actively  co-operated  with  them, 
that  nothing  short  of  a  crisis  could  restore  to  the  Gov- 
ernment its  just  and  necessary  authority,  and  equally 
evident  that  the  moment  was  now  rapidly  approaching, 
but  not  more  so,  since  it  seemed  inevitable,  than 
was  eagerly  desired  by  those  who  were  determined 
at  all  events  to  stand  by  their  allegiance,  repel  the 
Bhock,  and  succeed  or  perish  in  the  conflict,  desperate, 
as  from  the  exasperation  that  prevailed,  they  reason- 
ably supposed  it  would  be  when  it  came  on.  Both 
parties  indeed  anticipated  the  event  with  the  deepest 
interest  and  equal  confidence,  though  with  very  dis- 
similar aspirations ;  the  revolutionary  to  establish, 
in    the    disorganization  and    general    break-up  of  so- 
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oiety,  their  nationalite  and  independence  as  a  republic, 
never  seeming  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  their  ability 
to  realise  it  by  force  of  arms  when  the  struggle 
should  occur,  counting  also  on  the  sympathy  and 
assistance  of  the  neighboring  republic ;  the  Govern- 
ment and  its  loyal  adherents,  on  the  contrary,  looking 
forward  to  the  cri.^is  with  equal  anxiety  and  eagerness 
for  the  restoration  through  it  of  order  and  the  dominion 
of  the  laws. 

A  great  agitation  meeting  took  place  at  St.  Charles, 
[River  Richelieu]  the  23rd  October,  at  whidh  dele- 
gates attended,  including  Mr.  Papineau  from  the  Six 
Confederated  Counties,  as  they  were  now  denominated, 
L'Acadie,  being  on  the  present  occasion  admitted  into 
the  cciifederacy  of  the  five  counties  previously  combined 
in  the  revolutionary  scheme.* 


r  I 


{From  the   Vind'cator.) 
'  St.  Marc,  Tuesday  morning,  Four  o'clock." 


"  The  meeting  of  the  five  counties  took  place  yesterday,  at 
noon,  at  St.  Charles.  There  were  present  at  least  five  thou- 
sand persons.  Many  estimate  the  number  much  higher.  The 
roads  through  the  country  are  in  a  bad  state.  Were  it  not  for 
that  circumstance,  the  number  present  at  the  meeting  would 
have  been  double  what  it  was.  The  delegates  from  the  sev- 
eral parishes  were  in  regular  attendance,  and  appeared  to  feel 
the  importance  of  the  business  which  brought  them  together. 

"  A  large  number  of  delegates  arrived  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
and  assembled  privately  at  St.  Charl:s,  in  the  evening,  when 
they  named  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  set  of  resolutions  to  be 
presented  to  the  meeting.  This  Committee  made  a  report  of 
the  resolutions  which  they  had  prepared,  to  a  meeting  of  the 
delegates,  yesterday  morning,  previous  to  the  opening  of  the 
general  meeting,  when  they  were  discussed  and  a  draft  report- 
ed was  received.  At  a  little  after  noon,  the  proceedings  of 
the  day  commenced.  The  people  met  in  a  large  meadow, 
near  the  village,  belonging  to  Dr.  Duvert,  where  a  hustings 
had  been  prepared.  Among  the  gentlemen  present  were 
thirteen  Members  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  one  Member 
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The  disorfz-unizina:  and  treasonable  character  of  the 
resolutions  passed  on  this  occasion,  the  audacious 
speeches  wherewith,  on  their  passing,  they  Tvere  ac- 
companied, and  the  effrontery  with  which  they  were 
paraded  in  the  columns  of  the  English  organ  of  the 
reformers,  the  "  Vindicator,''  and  trumpeted  by  its 
editor,  left  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  predetermined  and 
desperate  purposes  of  the  leading  agitators  and  their 
zealous  but  deluded  followers. 

The  biuse  attempt  to  divert  the  soldiery  from  tlieir 
allegiance  and  duty,  and  to  desert,  by  affecting  to  *  com- 
miserate the  unhappylotof  the  soldiers,' and  holding  out 
with  this  view,  that  "the  people  of  these  counties  would 
throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  men  belonging  to  the 
regiments  stationed  in  this  District,  should  they  desire 
to  improve  their  condition  by  emigrating  (i.  c,  to  desert) 
to  the  neighbouring  republic,"  was  the  most  criminal  step 
that  had  yet  been  proposed  towards  the  disorganization 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  unequivocally  ex- 
hibited in  noon-day  light  the  diabolical  purpose  of 
the  assembled  soi-disant  reformists  and  patriots.     The 

of  the  Legislative  Council,  who  came  as  delegate  from  Ver- 
cheres.  Every  gentleman  of  character  and  influence  on  the 
River  Chambly,  and  adjoining  parishes,  was  on  tbe  ground, 
and  among  them  were  to  be  seen  many  who  up  to  this  day, 
entertained  very  moderateopinions,  but  whom  Lord  Gosford'a 
policy  has  driven  into  a  determination  to  stand  by  their  coun- 
try, come  what  will." 

"  Wolfrpd  Nelson,  Esq.,  of  St.  Denis,  presided  over  the  meet- 
ing. J.  T.  Drolet  and  Dr.  Duvertwere  the  Vice-Presidents 
The  Secretaries  were,  (I  believe, )IMessrs.  Girod  and  Boucher- 
Belleville.  The  meeting  was  addressed  by  the  President ;  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Pajineau,  L.  M.  Viger,  Esq.,  M.P.P. ;  L.  Lacoste, 
Esq.,  M.P,P. ;  C.H.  O.  Cote,  Esq.,  M.P.P. ;  E.  E.  Rodier,  Esq., 
M.P.P. ;  T.  S.  Brown,  Esq  ,  and  Mr.  Girod.  The  resolutions 
passed  on  this  occasion  are  thirteen  in  number.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  send  a  copy  herewith.  As  far  as  1  can  judge  by  hear- 
ing them  read  on  the  ground,  they  may  be  said  to  be  moder- 
ate in  spirit,  compared  with  the  times  in  which  we  live.  They 
commenced  by  briefly  enumerating  the  Right  of  Man,  among 
which  IS  that  of  changing  its  political  institutions,  and  alter- 
ing the  form  of  its  Government  whenever  the  people  please. 
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porfidiouB  invitation  and  promised  facility  had,  however, 
no  effect.  It  is  a  fact  creditable  to  the  army  then  in 
Canada  that,  from  hencefortli  to  the  outbreak,  and  thence- 
forward during  the  troubles  in  this  and  the  ensuing  year, 
not  a  single  desertion  occurred. 

As  a  set-off  to  the  above,  a  great  Constitutional  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Montreal,  at  which  it  was  said  upwards 
of  seven  thousand  individuals  attended,  and  on  the  same 
day  as  that  at  St.  Charles:  the  Hon.  Peter  McGill,  ever 
foremost  in  loyal  agitation  and  acts  of  loyalty  to  his  Sov- 
ereign and  country,  presiding.  The  following  resolutions, 
passed  on  the  occasion,  were  carried  with  unanimity  and 
acclamation : — 

^^  Resolved, — That  all  citizens  have  an  equal  right  to 
the  protection  of  the  Government,which  consists  not  mere- 
ly in  the  suppression  and  punishment  of  disorder,  but  in 
the  employment  of  adequate  means  to  anticipate  and  pre- 
vent the  commission  of  those  crimes  with  which  the  social 
state  may  be  threatened,  and  that  the  machinations  of  a 
disorganising  and  revolutionary  faction  in  this  Province, 
acting  partly  by  means  of  the  turbulence  and  excitement  of 

The  inhabitants  cf  the  several  couniies  are  next  invited  to 
meet  simultaneously  in  their  respective  parishes  in  the  month 
of  December,  and  c'cc/ Magistrates  and  Officers  of  Miliiia  ;  any 
person  accepting  a  Commission  from  this  time  to  Loid  Gos- 
ford's  departure  is  declared  infamous,  and  the  meeting  adopted 
the  recommendations  of  the  county  of  Two  Mountains  con- 
tained in  the  8th  Report  of  its  Permanent  Committ-je.  One 
of  these  recommendations,  it  will  be  recollected,  is  to  train 
the  militia.  The  recent  nominations  to  the  Legislative  and 
Executive  Councils  are  gravely  censured,  together  witk  the 
baneful  policy  pursued  by  Lord  Gosford.  The  meeting  pro- 
tests strongly  against  the  introduction  of  armed  troops  in 
time  of  peace,  in  the  colony  ;  it  declares  at  the  same  time,  that 
it  commisserates  the  lot  of  the  poor  soldiers,  the  desertion  of 
whom  to  the  neighbouring  States,  the  people  declare  thpy  will 
not  prevent.  The  meeting  afterwards  solemnly  approves  the 
Organization  of  ♦*  The  Sons  of  Liberty"  in  Montreal,  and  calls 
on  the  young  men  throughout  the  country  to  organize  them- 
selves into  similar  bodies,  in  their  respective  pari3bes,to  be  pre- 
pared to  assist  the  Society  in  Montreal  whenever  circumstances 
call  on  them  to  act.  Finally,  the  delegates  are  directed  to  meet 
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public  incotiiiLis.iit  whicli  tlieiiiost  nnl'oundcd  ami  iiifliiin- 
matory  Hpocclics  arc  delivered. and  partly  tlimimh  the  ine- 
diuin  of  a  lieenlious  ])ress  wliieh  imuidates  the  rrovinco 
with  slander  and  sedition,  ])ul>lic  feelinir  lias  been  excited, 
tlic  foundations  of  social  and  moral  order  have  been  shaken 
tlio  Government  has  been  l)rounht  into  contem]>t,  and  ' 
the  connexion  between  this  Province  and  tlic  Mother 
Country  attempted  to  be  destroyed. 

"  JicsoJrrd, — That  (his  meeting"  hi»s  seen  with  alarm 
that  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  lias  })ce!j  deli}>erately 
perverted  by  the  appointment  to  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility of  advocates  of  sedition  and  ofeneniiesof  the 
existuiii"  constitution  of  the  J'rovince,  and  that  tlie  pre- 
sent excited  state  of  public  ieelii\_u'  has  been  promoted 
and  encouraLred  by  the  injudicious  and  iiiclicctual  at- 
tempts at  conciliation  by  the  Government. 

''  Resolrcd, — That  as  isolated  individual  exertion 
would  be  utterly  inadequate  to  cope  with  all  tlie  evil 
ener^^^ies  now  arrayed  a<j;ainst  pu])lic  order  and  pub- 
lic peace,  and  as  those  evils  cannot  be  effectually  prevent- 
again  to-day,  (Tuesday, )to  consider  such  propositious  ns  may 
be  submitted  to  thrm,  with  power  to  adopt  the  same  on  the 
part  of,  and  for,  the  people  whom  they  lepresent,  if  they  think 
lit.  What  these  propobitions  will  be,  I  have  not  learned. 

"I  forgot  to  state  that  previous  to  the  resolutions  having 
been  proposed,  Dr.  Cote,  one  of  the  Members  for  L'Acadie 
county,  came  on  the  ground  at  the  head  of  a  delrgalion  from 
the  county,  and  presented  an  energetic  and  well  written 
Address  to  the  people  of  the  Five  Counties,  on  the  state  of 
the  Province,  and  praying  that  the  county  of  L'Ac  idie  be 
admitted  into  the  union  of  these  counties.  This  proposition 
was  agreed  to  with  acclamation,  amid  the  firing  of  vollies  of 
■musketry,  and  the  roar  of  cannon,  and  it  was  further  resolv- 
ed that  the  counties  of  Laprairie  and  Missisquoi,  (bordering 
on  the  Richelieu  River,  (may  join  the  confederation  if  they 
think  proper.     This  will  make  eight  counties  instt-ad  of  five. 

*'  During  the  meeting,  a  company  of  between  60  and  100 
militia  men  attended,  with  arms,  on  the  ground,  under  the 
€ommpnd  of  Captains  Lacasse  and  Jalberi.  They  went 
through  their  manoeuvres  in  very  good  style,  a  volley  waa 
fired  at  the  passing  of  every  resolution. 

*'  The  weather  was  beautiful  during  the  whole  day ;  no- 
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cd  witliout  active,  zealous  and  pcrHeverIn<2;  co-opcratioa 
ot*  every  ^ood  subject,  \vliichco-(»perati()ii,^to  be  ett'ectual, 
must  be  tlic  result  of  a  reuiilar  and  systematic  union  of 
individuals,  tliis  nieetin-;  considers  it  expedient,  that  tlie 
loyal  and  well-disposed  part  of  the  community  do  form 
themselves  into  associations  within  their  respective  wards, 
for  the  purpose  of  or;ianization  and  <reneral  concert  ia 
caso  of  emergency  or  necessity  ;  that  the  several  associa- 
tions do  aj)point  their  respective  committees  from  amon<^ 
their  resident  mendiers,  to  whom  the  local  oriranization 
and  management  shall  be  entrusted,  and  that  a  sub-com- 
mittee, consisting;  of  two  members  from  each  ward  com- 
mittee, shall  assemble  to  concert  a, general  system  of  mea- 
sures to  be  pursued  in  case  of  any  disturbance. 

"  Resolved. — That  this  meeting  is  persuaded  that 
there  exists  no  substantial  cause  for  apprehension  of  a 
successful  rebel1iT)n  against  the  British  (government,  by 
the  mass  of  our  fellow-subjects  of  French  origin,  though 
the  utnuist  activity  and  perseverance  are  em})loyed  to 
create  disorder  and  sedition  amongst  them  ;  but  leeliug 

thing  could  equal  the  regularity  and  order  which  ptcvailed 
throughout.  The  ground  was  covered  with  flags  bearing 
various  inscriptions,  which  the  people  brought  from  the  sur- 
rounding parishes,  and  which,  waving  in  the  wind,  gave  a 
most  excellent  elt'ect  to  the  meeting. 

"  A  very  handsome  column,  a  piece  of  wood  surmounted 
with  •'  a  cap  of  Liberty,"  was  erected,  on  the  occasion,  in 
honor  of  Papineau,  on  the  ground.  It  bears  an  inscription  of 
which  the  following  is  a  translation  : — **  To  Papmeau,  by  hia 
grateful  brother  patriots,  ISSt."  After  the  meeting  was  over 
Mr.  Papineau  was  led  to  the  front  of  the  column,  and  address- 
ed by  one  of  the  gentlemen,  to  which  the  Hon.  gentleman  re- 
plied in  a  suitable  manner.  The  young  men  who  attended 
the  meeting  afterwards  marched  is  procession  to  this  pillar, 
before  which  they  sung  a  popular  hymn,  and  laying  their 
hands  on  the  column,  swore  that  they  would  be  faithful  to 
their  country,  and  conquer  or  die  for  her.  This  solemn  vow 
was  registered  in  the  hearts  of  all  present,  amidst  vollies  of 
musketry  and  the  thunders  of  artillery.  It  was  a  solemn  and 
impressive  sight. 

"  The  resolutions  were  as  follows  : — 

*"  Retolvedf — That  in  accordance  with  the  example  of  the 
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that  to  jrufird  aLjainst  th»»  pornicions  influence  of  that 
activity  and  pcrsovoranoo,  and  to  arrest  it,  is  tiic  Imun- 
don  duty  of  every  '^(Xh\  sii})ject,  tliis  luectinLT  ea'ls  upon 
tlieir  fellow-subjects  throughout  the  I'roviner  to  orirauizo 
themselves  into  loyal  assoeiatioiis.  as  the  most  effectual 
means  for  the  security  <A'  uood  oidcr,  the  ])rotection  of 
life  and  property,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  connexion 
ha]»pily  existing  between  this  ]*rovince  and  tlie  British 
Empire. 

*'  Remlrcd, — That  tliis  mcetinui;  seizins  this  present  op"^ 
portunity  ofdeelarini^  its  opposition  to  the  application  of 
the  elective  principle  to  the  liCLrislative  (NMincil  of  thig 
Province,  and  of  reiteratintj;  the  claims  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Lower  Canada  of  l^ritish  oriij;in,  to  the  abolition  of 
the  feudal  tenure,  and  the  establishment  of  an  efficient 
system  of  registration  f(»r  mortgages,  the  want  of  which 
has  not  only  retarded  the  settlement  and  improvement 
of  the  Province,  but  has  rendered  it  conspicuous  for  its 
backward  condition  in  comparison  with  our  sister  Provin- 
ces. 

*^  liesojrrd, —  That  the  Irish   inhabitants  of  this  city 

Wise  men  and  IIeroo3  of  1770,  we  hold  as  self-evident,  and  re- 
peat the  following  truths  : — That  all  men  are  created  equal  ; 
that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inaliena- 
ble rights  :  that  among  the  number  of  these  Rights  are  life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  ;  that  it  is  for  the  protec- 
tion and  security  of  these  Rights  that  Governments  were  in- 
stituted among  men,  deriving  their  just  authority  only  from 
the  consent  of  the  governed  ;  that  whenever  any  form  of  Gov- 
ernment becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of 
the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it,  or  to  institute  a  new  gov«rn- 
ment,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles,  and  organizing 
its  powers  after  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  best  adapted 
to  secure  their  safety  and  happiness. 

"  *  Resolved, — That  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  the 
Canadag  cannot,  and  should  not,  continue,  except  by  the  good 
will  of  their  inhabitants,  and  cannot  rest  on  brute  force  which 
confers  no  rights,  but  gives  an  unjust  power  which  can  exist 
only  until  the  day  of  successful  resistance  ;  that  the  people 
have  a  fortiori,  the  right  to  demand  and  to  obtain,  as  a  con- 
dition of  their  voluntary  allegiance, such  changes  and  improve- 
ments in  the  form  of  theirgovernments  as  their  wants,  the  pro- 
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do  lu'ivb)  express  tli«'ii'  un((ii;ilifi«'(l  jiljliorronceof  tholow 
ami  h;iso  attempts  tliat  are  iiiakiiiL:  to  draw  them  over  to 
the  rt'vol(itit»u,iiv  itarty.  uliose  «le>iL:iis  tlicv  consider  in- 
imical  to  all  jiood  ^oveniiuent  and  to  the  salety  and  woll- 
beiii^  of  tliis  J'rovinee,  and  at  the  same  time  their  readi- 
ness, should  it  ever  be  necessary,  to  repel  hy  force'  tliose 
whose  every  aetion  bespeak  tliem  the  enemieM  ahke  of 
themselves  and  of  their  eountrymen  in  general.  ' 

The  indications  in  all(|uarters  of  the  district  of  Mon- 
treal, of  an  ap]»i(».iehinij,  insurrection,  induced  at  leiiL^th 
the  Roman  ('atholicecclc.^iastieal  authoritii'S  to  intervene, 
and  a  '•  nKnufmn  nt"  or  p;istorul  letter  from  the  Itoman 
Catliolic  Bishop  oi"  iMontriial  ( iMctnsei^neur  J^artij^ue) 
and  a  relative  of  Mr.  Papineaii,  accordinjily  was  issued, 
addressed  to  his  "  cler^^y  and  all  the  faithful  of  his  dio- 
coae,"  and  publicly  read  during  divine  service  in  every 
Church  tliereof.  Dcservinjj;  to  be  preserved  as  a  valuable 
record,  it  is  annexed  as  an  a]ipenda<;e  to  the  present  chap- 
ter. The  loyal  prelate  deplores  throu«:;]i  it  the  unhappy 
dissensions  that   had    arisen   in  the    Province,  admon- 

gresa  of  their  country  since  1791,  and  their  present  condition, 
rendernecessary  for  their  contentment  and  well-being. 

**  '  Resolved, — Th  t  the  arbitrary  dismissals  fiom  ot!ice  order- 
ed by  the  Governor  in  Chief  daring  ti  e  last  three  months,  and 
which  have  not  yet  ceased,  but  still  d  ""  continue,  against  a 
number  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Officers  of  Miliiia  and  Com- 
missioners for  the  Summary  Trial  of  Small  Causes,  through- 
out the  parishes,  for  having  taken  a  part  in  the  proceedings  of 
county  meetings  bolden  by  the  people  for  the  vindication  of 
their  invaded  rights,  prove,  to  demonstration,  that  His  Excel- 
lency unworthily  abuses  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  with  a 
view  to  remove  from  such  offices  those  who  having  filled  them 
with  integrity  and  independ'3nce,  had  obtained  for  themselves 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  public,  and  for  the  law  the 
respect  and  attachment  of  the  people,  in  order  to  replace  them 
by  servile  instruments,  disposed  to  favor  his  violent  policy, 
even  under  the  weight  of  the  universal  contempt  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens. 

'' '  Resolved, — That  it  is  of  urgent  necessity,  under  such  la- 
mentable circumstances,  to  replace  the  individuals  whom  an 
administration  inimical  to  the  country  will  name  to  those  offi- 
ces, by  men  worthy  of  confidence ;  that  all  the  parishes  of  the 
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ishcs  hiM  compatriots  of  their  duty  todod  and  their  Sov- 
creii^n  roiniiidiutr  tlu'ui.  iiiorcovcr.  that  tliero  was  noth- 
in«^  that  couM  render  iiini  an  ohject  of  tlieir  su^|•ieion — 
**  In  our  veins  as  in  yours  f'.ows  Cana<lian  M(H»d.  Wc 
have  iriven  fV  v(uent  j)rools  oftlie  h>ve  we  liave  for  uur  dear 
nnd  eonnnon  eountry  ;  and  as  the  Apostle,  so  can  we  take 
(lod  to  witness  how  we  Ion;;  after  you  all  in  the  howels 
of  Jesus  Christ: — ))esi(h's.  you  knnw  that  wc  never  re- 
ccivcd  anything'  of  the  Civil  (M)verninent,  as  wc  expect 
from  it  nothini^  hut  tliat  justiee  wliieh  is  due  to  every 
British  suhjeet ;  and  we  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  wlien 
wc  solemnly  protest,  that,  in  s])eakin^' to  you  on  the  pre- 
sent oocasion,  wo  speak  of  ourselves,  innielled  by  no  ex- 
terior influence,  but  solely  actuated  by  inotives  of  consci- 
ence. It  is  not  then,"  he  adds,  "  our  intentioij  to  ^Ivc 
an  opinion  as  a  citizen  on  this  purely  political  (piestion, 
amoufi;  the  dirt'eront  branches  of  piverninent,  which  is  in 
the  ri«^ht,  or  which  is  in  the  w^'on^ — [this  is  one  of  those 
thinirs  which  God  has  delivered  to  the  consideration  of  men 
— mu7i<hnn  tradidit  dispiitdtlnnl  connii\^  but  the  moral 

sixCounties  are  hereby  invited  siinultaneously  to  clfCt, between 
the  first  day  of  December  and  the  first  day  of  Juniaty  next, 
pacificator  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  OHiccrs  of  Militia  ;  and 
that  the  regulations  of  the  county  of  Two  Mountains  be  pro- 
visionally adopted  for  their  direction  and  jurisdiction. 

"  'iics-j/red,— That  under  the  penalties  laid  down  in  the  said 
regulations,  and  under  the  more  powerful  bonds  of  honor, 
the  Reformers  of  the  Six  Counties  will  at  the  same  time  obey 
and  assist  to  the  utmost,  the  ofhcers  by  them  so  chosen  ;  and 
they  will  systematically  oppose  such  otliccrs  as  shall  be  nam- 
ed by  Lord  Gosford,  from  this  day  to  the  day  of  his  departure 
from  the  Province,  refusing  their  confidence  to  them,  lending 
them  no  cordial  aid,  obeying  their  orders  only  in  such  cases 
as  they  cannot  dispense  with  doing  so  without  i  manifest 
violation  of  the  laws  ;  and  subscribing  funds  to  prosecute 
and  punish  them  in  all  cases  where  they  render  themselves 
guilty  of  abuse  of  power. 

"  Resolved j-ThQ,X  theiuhabitants  of  tbeSixCountiesof  rightex- 
pected  that  theProvince  wouldnotbeconlinuallydeprivedofthe 
benefits  of  a  local  Legislature;  that  the  Legislative  Council 
would  be  improved  in  suoli  a  manner  as  to  secure  its  co. 
operation  with  the  represe  tative  branch  of  the  Legislature 
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question,  namely,  what  is  the  duty  of  a  Catholic  towards 
the  civil  power  established  and  constituted  in  each  state  ?"' 
Further  on,  he  observes — 

''The  present  question  amounts  to  nothing  less  than 
this — whether  you  will  choose  to  maintain,  or  whetlier 
you  will  choose  to  abandon  the  laws  of  your  religion. 
Should,  tlien,  any  one  wish  to  engage  you  in  a  revolt 
against  the  established  Government,  under  the  pretext 
that  you  form  a  part  of  the  Sovereign  people,  suffer  not 
yourselves  to  be  deceived.  The  too  famous  National  Con- 
vention of  France,  though  obliged  to  admit  the  principle 
of  tlie  sovereignty  of  the  pcople,because  it  was  to  this  prin- 
ciple that  it  owed  its  existence,  took  good  care  to  con- 
demn popular  insurrection,  by  inserting  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  rights  which  heads  the  Constitution  of  1795,  that 
the  sovereignty  resides,  not  in  a  part,  not  even  in  the 
majority  of  the  people,  but  in  the  entire  body  of  the 
citizens ;  adding  that  no  individual,  that  no  partial  union 
of  citizens,  can  pretend  to  the  sovereignty.  But  who 
will  dare  to  say,  that  in  this  country  the  totality  of  citi- 
zens desires  the  overthrow  of  the  Government?"      He 

and  iis  respect  for  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  mass  of  the 
people  ;  that  so  far  from  these  just  expectations  having  been 
realized,  a  number  of  persons  have  lately  been  called  to  sit  in 
Council  who,  with  scarce  an  exception,  not  only  do  not  enjoy 
public  contidenoe,  but  have  rendered  themse/vcs  in  every  re- 
Bpect  unworthy  thereof,  and  who  by  their  conduct  and  public 
opinions  have  rendered  themselves  odious  to  the  country. 

^^  ^Resolved,— Thai  this  meeting  declares  that  the  late  no- 
minations to  the  Executive  Council  of  this  Province,  are 
equally  unworthy  of  public  confidence  with  those  to  the  Le- 
gislative Council ;  that  they  are  the  more  scandalous,  inas- 
much as  they  continue  pluaralities  in  office,  one  of  the  abuses 
which  Lord  Gosford  had  himself  denounced,  both  as  Gover- 
nor in  Chief  and  Royal  Commissioner,  and  as  they  confide  to 
the  same  bands  Legislative,  Executive  and  Judiciary  powers. 

•'That  this  meeting  sees  in  these  different  nominations  noth- 
ing else  but  the  continuation  of  the  old  system  of  fraud  and  de- 
ception, which  has  at  length  uprooted  all  feelings  of  confidence 
both  in  the  metropolitan  and  colonial  governments,  and  in  the 
Legislative  Council  as  at  present  constituted  ;  another  proof  of 
inveterate  hostility  to  the  repeated  demands  of  the  country;  an 
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winds  up  by  the  following  powerful  and  pathetic  appeal 
to  his  flock  • 

''  We  conclude,  dear  brethren,  by  appealing  to  your 
noble  and  generous  hearts.  Did  you  ever  seriously  reflect 
on  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war  ?  Did  you  ever  represent 
to  yourselves,  your  towns  and  your  hamlets  deluged  with 
blood,  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  carried  off  by  the  same 
tide  of  calamity  and  woe  ?  Did  you  ever  reflect  on  what 
experience  teaches,  that,  almost  with«<ut  cxceptien,  every 
popular  revolution  is  a  work  ol' blood  ?  Did  you  ever  re- 
flect that  even  the  philosopher  of  Geneva, the  author  of  the 
social  contract,  tlie  great  upholder  of  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  people,  says  himself,  that  a  revolution  which  cost  only 
one  drop  of  blood,  would  be  too  dearly  bought  ?  AVe  leave 
these  important  reflections  to  your  i'celiugs  of  humanity, 
and  to  your  sentiments  as  Christians." 

All,  however,  was  in  vain  ;  in  the  heiit  and  excitement 
of  the  times,  it  passed  unheeded  by  the  multitudes  al- 
ready too  deeply  involved  to  be  turned  from  tlieir  pur- 
poses by  arguments  of  this  nature,  reasonable  and  salu- 

obslinate  and  tyrannical  determination,  on  tlie  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  to  protect  and  perpetuate  the  abuses 
and  grievances  of  whicli  the  people,  already  too  patient;  have 
complained." 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  divers  abuses  and  grievances  under 
which  this  colony  has  for  a  long  series  of  years  complained, 
have  been  so  often  detailed  by  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  admitted  by  Her  Majesty's  (Jovernment  and  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament,  that  it  is  now  useless  to  recapitulate  them 
here,  iiiasmuch  as  they  have  been  lately  denounced  by  the  ' 
people  themselves  in  their  respective  county  meetings,  and  on 
the  remedial  measures  therefore  proposed,  on  all  and  each  of 
these  the  Six  Counties  insist  anew. 

^' Resolve d,Tha.t  instead  of  honestly  redressing  the  said  griev- 
ances and  abuses,  as  in  duty  bound,  tho  (Jovernment  and  the 
two  Houses  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  have  threatened  and 
intend  to  annihilate  the  fundamental  rights  of  this  colony  ;  in 
order  to  force  the  jjcople  into  a  base  and  abject  submission  to 
the  oppressions  which  are  prepared  tor  them,  recourse  is  had 
to  the  same  system  of  coercion  and  terrorism  which  has  al- 
ready disgraced  Mie  system  of  British  rule  in  Ireland  : — Ma- 
gistrates and  Milil'a  Officers,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  their 
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tary  as  i\n(loubtedly  they  were.  It  is  proper  to  observe 
here  tluit  the  clerixy,  during  these  agitations,  kept  aloof 
from  tliem  ;  and  that,  during  the  outbreak  that  followed, 
they  were,  with  few  exceptions,  and  these  not  influential, 
steadfast  in  their  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  British 
Sovereign. 

fellow  citizeus,  are  insolently  deprived  of  Office,  because  thejr 
love  their  country  too  well  to  sancUon  an  unconstitutional 
aggression,  or  permit  her  liberties  to  be  violated  with  inapuni- 
ty  ;  and  as  a  climax  to  their  misfortunes,  the  present  Gover- 
nor in  Chief  has  recently  introduced,  in  time  of  profound  peace 
a  large  body  of  armed  troops  into  this  Province,  to  destroy,  by 
physical  force,  all  constitutional  resistance,  and  to  complete, 
by  desolation  and  death,  the  work  of  tyranny  already  de*er- 
mined  upon  and  authorized  beyond  the  seas. 

"  Reso'ved, Thai  holding  Lord  Gosford  guiltj'  of  an  atrocious 
aggression  against  our  liberties  by  the  introduction  of  such 
armed  force  amongst  us,  and  counting  on  the  sympathy  of 
our  neighbours,  the  zealous  co-operation  of  our  brother  Re- 
formers of  Upi)er  Canada,  and  on  Providence,  for  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  emancipating  ourselves  from  the  oppressive 
system  under  which  we  suffer,  we  declare  that,  commiserating 
theunhappy  lot  of  the  soldiers  whom  our  enemies  desire  to  con* 
Tert  into  the  vile  instruments  of  our  slavery,  and  their  own 
dishonor,  the  people  of  these  counties  will  throw  no  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  Regiments  stationed 
in  this  District,  should  they  desire  to  improve  their  condition 
by  emigrating  to  the  neighbouring  Republic,  especially  as  we 
have  strong  reasons  to  believe  that  a  number  of  those  soldiers 
are  only  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  get  rid  of  their  present 
anomalous  and  irksome  profession. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  meeting  approves  of  the  orgaoization 
of  the  polit:' 3al  association  entitled  "  The  Sons  ot  Liberty," 
and  recommends  the  young  men  of  these  counties  to  organize 
themselves  in  the  same  manner — to  form,  in  their  respective 
parishes,  branch  societies  of  "  The  Sons  of  Liberty,"  and  to 
maintain  an  active  correspondence  and  frequent  communica- 
tion with  *'  the  Sons  of  Liberty"  in  Montreal,  and  to  adopt 
the  same  systematic  organization,  so  as  to  be  prepared  to  sup- 
port each  other  with  promptitude  and  effect,  should  circum- 
stances require  them  to  protect  aud  defend  their  threatened 
liberties. 

"  Resolved^  That  the  delegates  named  by  the  different  par- 
ishes of  the  Five  Counties  are  requested  to  meet  anew  at  this 
place  to-morrow,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  consider 
such  propo-itions  as  nmvbe  submitted  to  them."—  Vindicator. 
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The  death  of  ihu  Ildii.  and  lHuht  llevcrcnd  C.S.Stew 
art,  D.  1).  Lord  iJi^hop  uI'Qucbec',  who  liad  visited  En<;; 
land  on  account  of  his  health,  occurred  on  tlie  10th  July 
of  the  present  year,  in  London,  in  tlie  G3rd  year  of  liisap^e. 
This  excellent  Prelate  was  very  sincerely  regretted  in  the 
Canadas,  beinf;  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  persons  of 
every  class  and  persuasion  throuLrhout  both  J  Provinces. 
He  was  succeeded  in  the  Bishopric  by  the  Right  liev.  G. 
T.  Mountain,  D.D..  the  Archdeacon  of  Quebec,  under  the 
title  of  Bishop  of  Montreal,  the  title  of  the  Diocese  being 
altered  on  the  decease  of  Bishop  Stewart,  a  sliort  memoir 
of  whom,  taken  from  the  Quebec  Jhrcurg,  is  subjoined, 
written, it  is  believed,  by  his  successor.  Doctor  Mountain,* 
at  the  present  time  [January, 1853,]  Lord  Bishop  of  Que- 

*"  The  late  Lorl  Bishop  of  Quebec,  Charles  Jaues  Stewart 
third  son  of  the  Earl  of  Galloway,  ih  Scotland,  was  born  in 
London,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1V75.  In  1795  he  waselecte'l 
a  fellow  of  All  Soul's  College,  in  t!ie  University  of  Oxford. 
Having  taken  holy  orders,  be  was  presented  in  1799  to  the 
Rectory  of  Overton-Longville,  County  Hants.  In  1807,  hav- 
ing conceived  a  strong  desire  to  go  abroad  as  a  Missionary, 
he  was  introduced  by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln^  in  whose  diocese 
he  was  situated,  to  the  then  Bishop  of  Quebec,  who  happened 
at  the  time  to  be  in  England  :  and  was  in  consequence  ap- 
pointed to  the  charge  of  St.  Armand,  in  Missisquoi  Bay.  In 
1819,  the  Bishop  having  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a 
visiting  Missionary,  to  afford  the  occasional  ministrations  of 
the  Church  to  destitute  settlements  throughout  the  diocese, 
was  desirous  of  confiding  the  task  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Stewart 
and  he  accordingly  assumed  it.  In  1825,  the  infirmities  of 
the  Bishop  inducing  him  to  desire  relief  in  his  extensive 
charge,  his  Lordship's  son,  the  Archdeacon  of  Quebec,)  now 
Bishop  of  Montreal.)  was  sent  home  N'-ith  powers  to  effect  an 
arrangement  for  the  division  of  the  diocese,  and  the  surrender 
on  the  part  of  Bishop  Mountain,  of  one-third  of  his  income  to 
Dr.  Stewart,  who  was  to  have  been  consecreated  Bishop  of 
Upper  Canada,  and  to  have  assisted,  us  need  might  be,  in  the 
Lower  Province,  during  the  life  of  Bishop  Mountain.  The 
decease  of  this  venerable  prelate  took  place  while  the  Arch- 
deacon was  at  home,  and  the  intelligence  was  there  received 
when  the  arrangement  Avas  on  the  very  point  of  execution. 
The  plan  was  then  altered,  and  Dr.  Stewart  was  designated 
to  the  whole  charge.  He  was  concerated  Bishop  of  Quebec, 
at  Lambeth,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1826. 

''The  great  increase    of  the    Episcopial  labours   from  the 


y . 


ih 


n 


':'  f  J 


■  I 

1  i 

i 


4U 


bcc,  the  See  of  Montreal  having  been  recently  sub-divided 
into  twoBishoprics,and  the  title  of  that  of  Quebec  revived. 
That  were  in  the  Canadas,  at  this  time,  but  few  troops. 
The  85th  llegiment,  under  the  command  of  the  Hon. 
Lieut.  Col.  Dundas,  which  came  up  from  Halifax  in  Her 
Majesty  ships  Vestal  and  Champion,  in  July,  and  landed 
at  Quebec  on  the  13th  of  that  month,  was  the  only  rein- 
forcement the  forces  in  the  Canadas  received  during  the 
summer.       These  the  Vindicator   had   vain-gloriously 

continual  accession  of  Protestant  population,  caused  him,altcr 
«,  few  years,  to  feel  very  strongly,  esijccially  as  his  health  was 
rapidly  declining,  the  same  waut  of  assistance  which  had  beea 
experienced  by  his  predecessor  ;  and  he  determined  to  provide 
for  it  by  precisely  the  same  sacrifice  of  income.  Ills  endeavors 
to  obtain  the  object  resulted  in  the  consecration  of  Archdea- 
con Mountain,  in  February,  1836,  as  Lord  Bishop  of  Montreal, 
but  without  any  division  of  the  diocese — the  new  Bishop  being 
simply  appointed  to  assist  Bishop  Stewart,  by  commissioa 
from  the  latter,  to  such  extent  as  might  be  required  ;  but  hav- 
ing powers  also  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  diocese,  in  the 
event  of  his  surviving  that  prelate,  till  a  successor  to  the  See 
of  Quebec  should  be  appointed,  (which  is  the  footing  upon 
which  matters  now  stand.)  No  salary  is  attached  to  the  See  of 
Montreal,and  no  provision  now  exists  for  continuing  to  the  per- 
son who  may  be  appointed  to  the  See  of  Quebec,  the  salary  en- 
joyed by  the  late  Bishop  and  his  predecessor.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  reflect  that  in  the  bands  of  both  these  prelates  it  was  a  bless- 
ing to  many  ;  and  that  both  were  ready  cheerfully  to  sacrifice  a 
large  poriion  ^f  it,  to  provide  more  etliciently  for  the  Episcop- 
al services  in  the  Church. 

"  The  character  of  the  late  Bishop  has  already  been  noticed 
in  the  journals  which  have  announced  his  decease,  and  his  la- 
bours have  been  too  fruitful  and  too  extensive  to  recpiire  that 
they  should  be  proclaimed,  In  every  office  which  he  filled, from 
that  of  a  Missionary  in  the  woods  to  that  which  placed  him  at 
thr  head  of  the  Church  Establishment  in  the  Canadas,  he  was 
alike  humble,  charitable,  laborious,  devoted;  full  of  ardent  zeal 
for  the  glory  of  his  heavenly  master,  and  overfiowingwith  bene- 
volence toman.  He  was  a  shining  example  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  faith  of  the  Gospel ;  and  in  the  approaches  of  dissolution,  it 
was  that  faith,  and  not  any  reliance  upon  himself  or  his  own 
performances,  which  sustained  and  refreshed  him. 

"  The  picsent  Earl  of  Galloway,  at  vvhosc  house  the  decease 
of  his  Lordship  took  place  in  London,,  is  his  nephew,  and  not, 
.6  has  been  stated  hy  mistake,  his  brother.'' 
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boasted  tliat  the  patriots  would  drive  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence, and  despatcli,  with  the  greatest  ease,  whenever  the 
time  of  contest  nii;^]it  come  ;  but  wlien  at  length  the  time 
arrived,  tlie  senseless  threat  was  not  forgotten  by  those 
of  whom  the  insurrectionary  or^an  had  made  so  li«i:ht. 

Sir  John  Colbornc,  wlio,  since  liis  return  to  Canada 
from  New  Yi^'k  on  his  way  to  England,  as  ])reviously 
stated,  had  fixed  his  head  (juarters  at  Quebec,  left 
this  City  on  the  20th  July  for  William  Henry,  intend- 
ing to  pass  the  '.inter  there  with  his  family,  in  order, 
that  if  an  emergency  should  arise  lie  might  be  near  the 
scene  of  action. 

The  Acts  incorporutlni]^  the  Cities  of  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  passed  in  1S31,  but  reserved  for  the  Koyal 
pleasure,  did  not  come  into  force  until  June  in  1832, 
and  which  limited  in  their  duration  to  the  1st  May, 
1836,  had  not  been  renewed  in  the  session  of  that 
year,  beinu"  allowed  to  expire  expressly,  it  is  probable, 
with  the  Vi.'  7  to  increase  the  general  disorganisation 
and  disorders  of  the  times,  so  that  in  the  universal  dis- 
solution of  municipal  as  well  as  ])(>liticul  government, 
the  minds  of  men  might  be  the  better  prepared  for  th 
new  order  in  the  proposed  revoUit'on.  The  conse- 
quence accordingly  was  a  total  annihilation  of  the 
police  in  tliose  cities,  exceedingly  alarming  to  the 
peaceable  inhabitants,  who  could  not,  in  safety,  walk 
the  streets  after  night-fall.  Several  very  gross  noc- 
turnal atrocities  liaving  been  committed,  the  citizens 
met,  in  both  cities,  and  established  in  each,  at  their 
own  expense,  a  watch  and  patroles  to  put  an  end  to  the 
acts  of  violence  and  apprehension  of  molestation,  whicli 
from  the  absence  of  municipal  establislmients  of  the 
kind,  dis(juieted  the  inhabitants  and  rendered  insecure 
their  lives  and  property. 

The  following  reflections  descrii)tive  of  the  politi- 
cal state  of  the  l*rovinces  are  irom  Mr.  Neilson,  as  ex- 
tracted from  his  (Jathcc  GazetU'  pi"  the  3rd  of  Novem- 
ber:— 
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'*  It  is  not  siirprisinir  tliat  tluTC  should  be  weak- 
ness in  a  jxovernnient  ajxainst  which  a  faction  com- 
niandin*!  a  majority  in  tlie  representative  branch,  has 
been  permitted  for  several  years  to  direct  all  its  en- 
ergies, while  the  constitutional  preroiratives  of  the 
Executive  have  been  ui^ed  to  put  power  in  the  hands 
of  those  bent  on  its  destruction.  Have  the  magis- 
trates the  means  of  doinir  their  duty  in  the  present 
state  of  the  Province  ?  Have  not  disaflfection  and 
intimidation  got  to  such  a  head  in  some  parts  of  the 
country,  that  no  one  dares  to  go  before  a  magistrate 
to  complain  ?  Have  the  magistrates  generally  suffi- 
cient legal  knowledge,  independence  and  support  to 
enable  them  to  perform  an  onerous,  disagreeable  and 
hazardous  duty  ?  If  they  have,  they  arc  to  blame. 
But  why,  in  that  case,  is  iiot  a  new  commission  is- 
sued, including  only  those  who  are  known  to  be  fully 
qualified  and  determined  to  do  their  duty  according; 
to  law,  with  some  one,  at  least,  in  each  connnission, 
who  will  give  his  whole  time  to  the  service  for  a 
reasonable  and  certahi  compensation ;  for  it  is  im- 
possible that  the  necessary  proceedings  can  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  magistrates  giving  only  an  occasional 
attendance ;  they  ought  also  to  have  the  active  as- 
sistance of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  when  called 
upon,  and  every  cacc  of  a  violation  of  the  law,  bein^; 
an  actual  breach  of  the  peace,  or  having  a  manifest 
tendency  to  create  a  breacli  of  the  p'eaco,  ought  to 
be  followed  up,  the  parties  arrested  and  brought  to 
trial  without  regard  to  consequences.  If  the  officers 
of  justice  are  resisted,  thea  the  course  is  plain.  It 
is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  courts  and  juries 
will  not  do  their  duty.  Any  person  entrusted  with 
authority,  not  doing  his  duty,  because  he  permits 
himself  to  siqrpose  other  will  not  do  theirs,  is  guilty 
of  a  sort  of  treason  to  the  connnon  weal,  which  is 
deserving  of  universal  reprobation,  and  the  severest 
punishment  which  can  be  inflicted  by  the  public  au- 
thority. 
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"  In  the  present  stale  of'affairs  in  tliis  Province,  we  oon- 
fcss  wc  feel  disposed  to  make  disadvantai^eous  comparisons 
between  a  monarcliieal  and  a  repu])lican  uovcrnnicnt. 
Had  General  Wasliinuton  shewn  as  niiieli  indecision  as  is 
shown  in  tliis  Province, when  the  whiskey  insurrection  was 
organized  in  Pennsylvania,  or  Thomas . I cffcrson  when  the 
A^ice-President  Burr  was  collecting:  forces  on  the  01iio,or 
GeneralJackson,  when  an  independent  State  pretended  to 
nullity  the  laws  of  the  general  uovernment,  the  United 
States  would  have  been  delutrcd  witli  blood,  their  free  con- 
stitution of  LTOvernment  destroyed  by  ille!j:;al  violence,  and 
the  people  of  the  Tnited  States  been  reduced  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  South  American  republics."' 

(2Vans/u/t07i.) 
John  James  Lartigue,  First  (R.C.)  Bishop  of  Montreal,  Ac; 

To  THE  ClEUGY,    and  ALL  THE  FaiTH^CL  OF   OUIi  DiOCKSE, 

Health  and  Benediction. 

For  a  length  of  time  back,  dear  brethren,  we  hear  of  nothing 
but  agitation,  and  even  of  revolt,  and  this  in  a  country  which 
has  hitherto  been  distinguished  by  its  loyalty,  its  Jspirit  of 
peace,  its  love  for  the  religion  of  its  fathers.  On  every  side 
we  behold  brothers  rise  up  against  their  brothers,  friends 
against  their  friends,  c'tizens  against  their  fellow-citizens  ; 
and  discord  from  one  extremity  of  this  diocese  to  the  other, 
seems  to  have  burst  asunder  the  bonds  of  charity  which  unit- 
ed the  members  of  the  same  body,  the  children  of  the  same 
church,  the  children  of  Catholicity,  which  is  a  religion  of  un- 
ity. In  circumstances  of  such  moment,  the  only  position  that 
we  can  takt,  is,  not  merely  to  stand  to  an  opinion  (which 
nevertheless,  as  citizens,  we  and  our  worthy  fellow-labourers 
in  the  Holy  Ministry  should  have,  equally  with  otheis,  the 
right  of  emitting.)  but  to  act  up  to  the  obligation  which  the 
Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  imposes  upon  us  by  saying — Woe  is 
unto  me  if  I  speak  not  the  Gospel ;  for  a  necessity  lyeth  upon  me  ! 
Necessilat  cum  mihi  incumkit.     1.  Cor.  ix.,  16. 

No,  dear  brethren,  not  one  of  you  is  ignorant  of  these  truths  ; 
the  duties  of  the  different  members  ot  society  form  as  assen- 
tially  a  part  of  Christian  morality,  as  the  duties  of  the  differ- 
ent members  of  a  family  ;  that  this  divine  code  of  morality  is 
a  portion  of  the  sacred  depositof  Faith,  which  has  been|tran3- 
mitted  to  us  by  the  pure  channel  of  Scripture  and  Tradition  ; 
and  that  we,  as  successors  of  the  Apostles,  ate  bound  to  trans- 
mit it  to  you  with  equal  tiielity. 
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There  i3  moreover,  nothing  that  can  render  us  the  object  of 
suspicion.  In  our  veins,  ns  ih  yours,  flows  Canadian  blood  ; 
we  have  given  frequent  proofs  of  the  love  we  have  for  our  dear 
and  common  country  ;  and,  as  the  Apostles,  so  can  we  take 
God  to  witness,  now  we  long  after  you  all  in  the  bowels  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Philip  i.  v.  8.  Besides,  you  know  that  we 
never  received  any  thing  from  the  Civil  Government.— as  we 
expect  from  it  nothing  but  that  justice  wliich  is  due  to  every 
British  subject.  And  we  bear  testimony  to  the  truth,  whea 
we  solemnly  protest,  that  in  speaking  to  you  on  the  present 
occasion,  we  speak  of  ourselves,  im[)elled  by  no  exterior  in- 
fluence, hut  solely  actuated  by  motives  of  conscience.  It  is 
not,  then,  onr  intention  to  give  an  opinion,  as  a  citizen,  on 
this  purely  political  question,  among  the  different  branches 
o(  government,  which  is  in  the  right,  or  which  is  in  the 
wrong  ;  (this  is  one  of  those  things  wliich  God  has  delivered 
to  the  consideration  of  men  :  *' niundum  tnodidit  disputa- 
**  tioni  eorum  :")  but  the  moral  question,  namely,  what  is  the 
duty  of  a  Calholie  towards  the  civil  power  established  and 
coDstitated  in  each  state?  This  religious^question  falling 
within  our  jurisdiction  and  competency,  it  is  undoubtedly 
the  province  of  your  Bishop  to  give  you  all  necessary  in- 
struction on  this  subject,  \nd  your  ]>rovince  is  to  listen  to 
him.  For,  as  the  celebrated  Lamcnnais  says,  *  Bishops  being 
commissioned  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  govern  the  church  of 
God,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  we  protest 
that  we  believe  that  in  every  thing  which  appertains  to  the 
spiritual  administration  of  each  diocese,  clergy  and  laity 
ought,  faithfully,  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Bishop  instituted 
by  the  Pope." 

"  This  then,  is  what  the  sacred  Scriptuies  teach  you  on  the 
above  question.  '  Let  every  soul,'  says  Si.  Paul — Rom.  xiii, 
'  be  subject  to  the  higher  powers,  for  there  is  no  power  but 
from  God,  and  those  that  are,  are  ordained  of  God.  There- 
fore he  that  resiseth  the  power  resisteth  the  ordiance  of  God. 
And  they  that  resist,  purchase  to  themselves  damnation.  The 
ruler  is  the  minister  of  God  to  them  for  good.  He  beareth  not 
the  sword  in  vain.  For  he  is  the  minister  of  God,  an  avenger 
to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doeth  evil,  wherefore  be  sub- 
ject of  necessity,  not  only  for  wrath,  but  also  for  conscience 
sake.' — Rom.  c.  i,  v.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5.  *  Be  ye  subject,  therefore,' 
adds  St.  Peter,  the  chief  of  the  Apostles,  '  to  every  human 
creature  for  God's  sake  ;  whether  it  be  to  the  King,  as  excell- 
ing ;  or  to  the  governors  as  sent  by  Him  for  the  punishment 
of  evil-doers,  and  for  the  praise  of  the  good.  For  so  is  the 
will  of  God.  As  free  and  not  as  making  liberty  of  malice, 
but  aa  the  servants  of  God,  horour  the  king.     Servants,  b« 
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subject  to  yonr  masters  with  all  fenr  ;  not  only  to  the  pfood  and 
gentle,  but  also  to  tbc  froward.  For  this  is  thanks  worthy, 
if  for  conscience  towards  (Jod,  a  man  cndtire  sorrows,  sutler- 
ing  w-ongfuUy."— Ist.  St.  Tcter,  c  ii,  v.  13,  14,15,  IG,  17, 
18,  19." 

"  Such,  dear  brethren,  are  the  oracles  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
as  we  find  them  in  the  sacred  volume  ;  such  the  doctrine  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul  had  learned  it 
from  the  mouth  of  their  Divine  Master.  IJut  clear  as  these 
words  maybe  made  in  tiiemsclves,  a  Chrisiain  does  not  in- 
terpret the  word  of  Goil  by  his  own  private  jiulj^ment ;  he 
knews  that  it  is  a  fundamental  point  of  his  faith,  tliat  the  sa- 
cred Scriptures,  as  St.  Peter  assur'  .  2d,  Kp.  I,  20,  are 
not  to  be  understood  according  to  a  one's  private  inter- 
pretation ;  and  that  it  belongs  to  our  mother  the  Catholic 
Church  alone  to  expound  them  to  us,  according  to  the  deci- 
sion of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  Gospel  ;  If  he  will  not  hear  the 
Church,  let  him  be  to  thee  as  the  heathen  and  the  piiblician.' 
— St,  Mat.  xiii.,  17-  Now,  his  present  Holiness,  Gregory 
XVI,  has  expounded  from  his  pontifical  ch.'Mr,  these  passages 
of  Scripture.  He  has  interpreted  the  passages  which  we 
have  cited  from  the  sacred  volume,  accor<ling  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  Holy  Fathers,  and  the  perpetual  tradition  of  the  Church 
from  its  establishment  down  to  the  present  day  ;  he  has  dic- 
tated their  true  meaning  to  the  Christian  world,  in  his  Ency- 
clical letter,  addressed  in  the  beginning  of  his  Pontificate,  to 
the  lUshops  in  every  part  of  the  world.  Not  a  solitary  Bishop 
since  that  period  has  raised  his  voice  against  the  doctrine  of 
that  letter,  so  that  it  has  received  at  least  the  tacit  consent 
of  the  great  body  of  Pastors,  and. consequently,  it  must  be 
looked  upon  as  an  authoritative  decision  in  point  of  doctrine. 

"  As  we  have  learned,"  says  the  Holy  Father,  (it  is  not  our 
voice  that  you  are  now  going  to  hear,  but  that  of  the  vicar  of 
Jesus  Christ,) — *  as  we  have  learned  that  writings  dissemina- 
ted among  the  people  proclaim  doctrines  which  shake  the  fide- 
lity and  submission  due  to  Princes,  and  cause  the  standard 
of  revolt  to  be  raised  on  all  sides,  it  becomes  necessary  tO' 
use  every  precaution  to  prevent  deluded  multitudes  from  be- 
ing drawn  out  of  the  line  of  duty.'  Let  all  bear  in  mind, 
according  to  the  advice  of  the  Apostle,  '  that  there  is  na 
power  but  from  God  ;  and  therefore  he  that  resisteth  the 
power,  resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God  ;  and  they  that  resist 
purchase  to  themselves  damnation.  Both  human  and  divine 
laws  rise  up  in  condemnation  of  those,  who  by  schemes  of 
sedition  and  revolt  endeavor  to  shake  allegiance  to  Princes, 
and  hurl  them  from  the  throne.  It  was  for  this  reasom,  and 
in  order  to  avoid  sullying  themselves  with  such  a  crime,  that 
the  fir?^  -jhristians,  amidst  the  fury  of  persecution,  remained 
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fHitlifiil  to  Die  Emperors,  nnd  sonprlit,  as  it  is  certain  they 
did,  the  inlereats  of  the  empire  Uf  this  tliey  gave  abundant 
proofj,  not  only  by  failhfully  executing  every  ortler  that  was 
not  contrary  to  religion,  but  by  phediling  their  blood  on  the 
field  of  battle.  The  Christian  soldier??,  says  »St.  Austin,  (in 
Psalm  124,  No.  7)  served  a  Heathen  Kmpire  ;  but  when  there 
was  question  of  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  acknowledged 
only  Jlim  who  reigns  in  Heaven.  They  di^jtinguished  the 
eternal  from  their  temporal  Lord  ;  and  yet  fur  tlie  sake  of 
their  eternal  Lord,  they  were  submissive  to  their  temporal 
one.  This  it  was  that  the  invincil'le  Martyr,  St.  Mauritius, 
commander  of  the  Theban  Legion,  had  before  his  eyes,  when, 
as  St.  Kncherius  relates,  he  answered  the  Emperor  :  '  We  are 
your  soldiers.  Prince,  but  we  are  at  the  same  time  the  ser- 
vants of  God  ;  and  now,  even  the  danger  of  losing  our  lives, 
with  which  we  are  threatened,  does  not  induce  us  to  revolt. 
We  have  our  arms  in  our  hands,  and  we  resist  not ;  because 
we  prefer  to  sutler  death  rather  than  to  inflict  it."  This  Hdeli- 
ty  of  the  Christians  of  old  acquires  new  Itistre,  if  we  remark 
with  Tertullian,  that  they  were  delicient  neither  in  number 
nor  in  power,  had  they  chosen  to  declare  themselves  enemies 
to  the  state. 

"  These  splendid  examples  of  inviolable  submission  to  Prin- 
ces, which  were  the  necessary  consequences  of  the  precepts  of 
the  Christian  religion,  condemn  the  error  of  those  who,  infat- 
uated with  the  love  of  unbridled  liberty,  direct  all  their  efforts 
against  the  rights  of  authority,  'whilst,  upon  the  people  they 
entail  only  slavery  under  the,  mask  of  liberty.  Such  was  the 
tendency  of  the  evil  designs  of  the  Waldenses,  of  the  Beguards, 
of  the  Wickliffites,  and  othprs  against  whom  the  anathemas  of 
the  Apostolical  See  have  been  so  frequently|directed  ;  and  they 
who  walk  in  their  footsteps,  have  no  other  object  in  view  but 
to  boast  with  Luther,  that  they  are  free  from  all  control  of 
persons  and  of  things." 

"  '  It  is  on  your  part  an  obligation  of  duty,'  adds  the  same 
Pontiff,  in  his  brief  of  July,  1832,  to  the  Bishops  of  Poland, 
*  it  is  on  your  part  an  obligation  of  duty  ^o  watch  with  the  ut- 
most care,  lest  evil  minded  men,  propagators  of  false  doctrine, 
spread  among  your  flocks  the  contagion  of  demoralising  theo- 
ries. These  men,  with  zeal  for  the  public  good  in  their  mouths, 
impose  upon  the  credulity  of  simple  men,  who  blindly  become 
their  tools  in  disturbing  the  public  peace  and  overthrowing  the 
establishing  order  o£  things.  For  the  good,  and  for  the  honor 
of  the  Disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  fitting  that  their  false 
doctrines  should  be  exposed  ;  the  falseness  of  their  principles 
must  be  shewn  by  the  immutable  word  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
and  by  the  indisputable  monuments  of  the  Tradition  of  the 
Church. 
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*'  Such  is  the  doctrine  of  thesupromo  Pastor  rfsoul.-J,  ot  the 
venerable  I'ontiff  now  sitting  or.  Ihcoterniil  chair,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  tlio  docunjcnts  ol'tho  (Jhurt-h  in  all  ages  anrt  in  all 
places.  Vou  must  now  feel,  dc:vr  bretliron.  that  we  could  not, 
wiliiout  violatini;  our  duly ,  aiul  cndangcriup  our  personal  siil- 
vatioii  ncj^'lcct  tlic  diieciion  (>f  your  consoienct'S  in  circum- 
stances so  critical.  l''or,as  a  (^'atholic  cinnot  pretend  to  choose 
wliiit  point  of  faith  ho  will  ndniit.aud  what  point  he  will  reject; 
and  as  St.  ,);inu>ri  says,  (Ep.  c.  '1.  v.  10.)  «'  he  who  ollVi.ils  in 
one  point,  is  become  guilty  of  all.'  the  present  (jucstion  a- 
inounts  to  nothing  less  than  this — wlietlier  you  will  choose  to 
maintain  orwlicther  you  will  choose  to  abundou  the  laws  of 
your  religion.  Miowld  then  any  one  wish  toongage  you  in  are- 
volt  against  the  established  Government,  under  the  i)retext 
that  you  form  a  part  of  the  Sovcrcien  People,  sullV-r  not  your- 
selves to  be  seduced.  The  too  famous  National  convention  of 
France,  though  obliged  to  admit  the  princijile  ot  Hk;  Sovereign- 
ly of  the  people,  because  it  was  to  this  principle  that  it  owed 
its  existence,  look  good  care  to  condemn  ])0])ular  insurrections, 
by  inserting  in  the  Dcclaniiion  uf  Rich's  wh'xcM  heads  the  Con- 
stitution of  171)."),  that  the  Sovereignty  resides,  not  in  a  part, 
not  even  in  the  mnjority  of  the  people,  Imt  in  the  entire  body 
of  the  citizens  :  adding,  thai  no  individuaL  thai  no jmrtial  union 
ofciliziinscan  pretend  to  the  Sovereignty.  Hut  who  will  dare  to 
Say,  that  in  this  country  the  totality  of  citizens  desires  the 
overthrow  of  the  Government  ? 

•'  We  conclude,  dear  brethren,  by  a])peiling  to  your  noble 
and  generous  henrts.  Did  you  ever  seriously  relloct  on  the  hor- 
rors of  a  civil  war?  Did  you  ever  represent  to  yourselves,  your 
towns  anil  your  hamlets  deluged  with  bl(H)d,  the  iunucentand 
the  guilty  carried  olf  by  the  same  tide  of  calamity  and  woe  ? 
Did  .you  ever  reflect  ou  what  experience  leaches,  Ihatalraoat 
without  exception, every  i)opular  revolution  is  a  woriv  of  blood? 
Did  you  ever  reflect  that  even  the  I'hilospherof  Geneva, the  au- 
thor ol'ihc  social  conhact,  the  great  upholder  of  theso'-reignty 
of  the  people,  says  himself,  that  a  revolution  which  cost  only 
one  drop  of  blood,  would  be  too  dearly  bought  l-*  We  leave 
these  important  reflections  to  your  feelings  ofhumanity,  and 
to  your  sentiments  as  Christii-.ns. 

"  '  The  (rrace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  charity  of 
God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  be  with  you  all. 
— 2  Cor.  xiii.,  13. 

"  This  charge  shall  be  read  and  published  at  the  Parochial  or 
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our  Diocese,  on  the  first  Sunday  or  Festival  after  its  reception , 
Given  at  Montreal  the  24tb  Oct.  1837. 

John-  James  Lautioub,  Bishop  of  Montreal, 
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(CommiinlctittMl  to  the  Qaebrc  Gazt-tle.) 

RECENT  API'OINTMKNTH  TO  TFIK  KXKCIITIVR  COUN- 
CIL, BV  Ills  KXCKLLKNCV  THE  EAUL  ur  CJUSFOliD. 

XXECUTIVK      COUNCIL. 

Louis  Piinct,  Esq.,  French  Canudiiin. 

George  I'cnihcrton,  P^>^<(.,  |{riti8h  Merchant. 

G.A.  Qucanel,  PJsq.,  uii  Advocate,  ftnd  until  lately  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Assembly.  • 

Williiini  ISIuppiird,  Esq.,  Hritldh. 

Hon.  I'ierre  I).  Dol)ait7,ch,ii  Member  of  the  Legidlative  Coun- 
cil— a  supporter  of  the  02  Resolutions — late  a  i)roprietor  of  a 
Journal  called  "  LEfhodu  /*aj/s,"  edited  at  villa^^'e  Debartzch, 
which  breathed  the  most  deadly  hostility  towards  the  British. 
This  gentleman  lias  not  yet  disavowed  bis  participation  in  the 
sentiments  put  forth,  froni^day  to  day  by  L'Echo  In  the  person 
of  Mr.  Debartzeh,  it  cannot  be  said,  that  the  Executive  and 
Legislative  functions  are  kept  separate.* 

BXKCUTIVE   COUNCIL    AS    NOW    COMPOSID. 

Hon.  John  Stewart,  Scotch  birth. 
Hon.  Dominique  Mondelet,  French  Canadian. 
Hon.  Huges  Ileney,  French  Canadian. 
Hon.  Louis  Fanet,  French  Canadian. 
Hon  George  Peraberton,  Irish  birth. 
Hon.  F.  A.  Quesnel,  French  Canadian. 
Hon.  William  Sheppard,  English  birth. 
Hon.  P.  D.  Debartzch.,  French  Canadian. 

Five  French  Canadian. 

Three  British  and  Irish  blood. 

RECENT    APPOINTMENTS    TO  THE   LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL,   BY  EARL 

GOSFORD. 

John  Neilson,  Esq.,  Scotch  birth. 

Hertel  de  Rouville,  Esq.,  French  Canadian,  for  sometime  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  opposed  to  the  Government. 

J.  D.  Lacroix,  Esq.,  French  Canadian. 

J.  Pangman,  Esq.,  French  Canadian. 

E.  R.  Caron,  Esq.,  French  Canadian,  late  member  of  the 
Assembly,  voting  for  the  92  resolutions. 

J.  M.  Fraser,  Esq.,  Scotch  extraction. 

A.  M.  de  Salaberry  Esq.,  French  Canadian. 
Six  French  Canadians.     Two  British  blood. 

Note. — Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
Upper  Canada,  maintains  public  tranquility  with  one  company 
of  the  Queen's  troops.  In  Lower  Canada  common  order  can- 
not be  maintained  with  five  regiments,  and  this  because  the 
whole  machine  of  government  is  paralyzed.  The  anarchists 
are  permitted  to  marshall  and  exercise  for  revolution,  under 
the  eyes  of  the  soldiery.  Equal  Rit hts. 

Quebec,  October  25, 183Y. 
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Bi  The  excerpts  from  tlio  puMic  newspApors  above,  fts  well  at; 
injlho  preceding  and  tollowiiii^  Chapter,  are  rather  to'exliiblt 
the  spirit  of  tho  times  than  the  matters  reported,  several  of 
them  being  in  thcmselvos  scarcely  worth  notice,  were  it  not  on 
that  account- 


EiiiuTrM.--Pflge  1,  line  10,  for  "  St.  Ucuis,"  read  St.  Ours 

*  "  The  Populaire  of  the  18th  October,  states,  as  it  asserts, 
on  good  a\ithority,  that  Mr.  Debarlzch  was  not  the  author  of 
certain  blood' thirsty  and  revolutionary  writings  which  appear- 
ed some  years  ago  In  the  Echo  du  Paya  ;  that  Mr.  Debartzch 
had  seen  the  writing  before  it  was  published,  and  objected  to 
its  insertion  in  the  paper  ;  that  it  was  not  tcrilten  by  a  Funch 
Canadian  ;  and  that  it  waa  in  consequence  of  Mr,  Debartzch's 
withdrawing  his  supjiort  from  Uio  Echo,  that  it  was  discon- 
tinued."    {Quebec  Guzelte,  'liHh  Oct.  1837.) 
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Indications  of  an  outbreak  in  the  District  of  Montreal — Col- 
lision in  tliat  City  between  the  "  fils  de  la  liberie''  and  con- 
stitutionalists— Warrants  issued  in<,iue})ec-Magi3trates  dis- 
missed— Further  manifestations  of  insurrection— Sir  Fran- 
cis B.  ITead — Loyal  disposition  of  Upper   Canada    and  of 
the  Lower  Provinces   -Mr.  Dobnrtzeh — Warrants  to  arrest 
Mr.  Papineau  and  others — Ilis  evasion — An  cat  and  rescue 
of  Messrs.  Davignonaud  Deiuuray—  Gathering;  of  patriots 
at   St.  Charles  and  St.  Denis— Magistrates  of  French  ori- 
gin at  Montreal  express  themselves— General  Order-Truly 
patriotic  conduct  of  Biitish  inhabitants  in  Quebec  — Insur- 
rection in  the  District  of  Montreal— Military   movements 
in  consequence — The  afTairsatSt.  Denis  and  St.  Charles — 
Mr.   Papineau — Assassination   of  Lieutenant   Weir  at  St. 
Denis — Murder  of  Chartrand  at  I'Acadie— Col.  Gore,  with 
a  military  foice  revisits  St.  Denis— Sir  John  Colborne  pro- 
ceeds in  person  from  Montreal,  at  the  head  of  a  consider- 
able force  to  St.  Eustache — Affair  at  that  village,  St.    Be- 
noit,  &c — Rcndervous  of   patriots   at  Swanton,  on    Lake 
Champlain — They  make  an  incursion — Are  defeated  and 
several  of  them   captured   by  the  Missisqiioi  volunteers- 
Proclamation   by  the  Governor  (Lord  Gostord) — Martial 
law  in  force  in  the   District   of  Montreal — Capture  of  Dr. 
Wolfred  Neilson — The  Banks  send  their  specie  to  the  cita- 
del of  Quebec — Reinforcements  arrive  at  Quebec  from  Eng- 
land, overland  from  Halifax — Loyal  Addresses — Constitu- 
tional associations  of  Montreal  and   Quebec — Interesting 
memoranda  from  Messrs.  Wolfred  Nelson  and  Thomas  S. 
Brown  respectively,  relating  to  the  atliiirs  of  St.  Denis  and 
St.  Charles,  in  which  they   took  part — Misunderstanding 
between  Dr.  W.  Nelson  and  Papineau— Remarks  on  Mr.  P. 

We  arc  now  cntcrinii-  upon  tlic  darkest  pnss:ii:'e  in 
tlie  annals  of  the  country,  one  of  error  and  of  mourn- 
inp:  to  Canada,  leaving:,  a  blot,  though,  let  us  hope, 
not  indelible,  on  the  escutcheon  of  a  moral,  a  brave, 
and  hitherto  a  truly  loyal  people;  the  indubitable  proofs 
of  whose  preference  of  the  soycreignty  of  Great  Britain, 
and  permanent  cormcxion  of  their  native  cotmtry  with 
her,  to  that  of  their  republican  neighbours,  indeed,  we 
may  say,  natural  friends,  arc,  to  their  honor,  imperi^'ha- 
bly  established,  be  their  destiny  as  it  may. 

As  the  autumn  advanced,  and  the  season  of  naviga- 
'  tion  drew  to  its  close,  strong  indications  of  an   early 
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outbreak  in  the  Montreal  district  became  daily  more 
and  more  apparent.  There  were  already  in  various 
parishes,  north  and  south  of  IMontreal,  disturbances 
of  a  serious  character,  several  of  the  British  inhabi- 
tants beini:;  obliued  to  leave  their  homes,  and  with  their 
families  fly  for  refut^e  to  tlic  city.  A  number  of  ma- 
gistrates, militia  officers,  and  small  cause  Commission- 
ers, in  tho  rural  parishes,  intimidated  by  the  hourly 
threats  of  the  disaffected,  by  whom  they  were  surround- 
ed, sent  in  to  the  Government  their  resignations,  as 
they  no  longer  could  exercise,  nor  hold  their  offices 
with  safety  to  themselves,  while  organization  and  train- 
ing in  arms  were  openly  carried  on,  avowing  in  antici- 
pation of  an  approaching  and  speedy  contest  with  the 
Goveniment,  and  with  as  much  zeal  as  if  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  against  an  invading  enemy. — 
In  fact,  the  magistracy  throughout  the  Province,  and 
in  the  upper  districts  particularly,  were  overawed 
and  powerless,  and  from  the  want  of  adequate  support, 
dared  not,  in  the  general  spirit  of  the  inhabitants,  at- 
tempt to  do  their  duty  and  carry  into  operation  the 
lews  towards  the  disorders  that  everywhere  manifest- 
ed themselves.  The  few  extracts  below,  from  the 
Montreal  papers  of  the  day,  will  give  the  reader 
some  faint  notion  of  the  state  of  that  district  at  the 
present  period . — 

"  It  was  stated,"  says  the  Montreal  Gazette,  ''  in  the 
Herald  of  Saturday  last,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
outrages  threatened  to  be  committed  on  Mr.  Chaffers 
a  magistrate  of  St.  Ccsaire,  who  had  been  menaced 
with  being  pulled  down  from  the  bench,  he  directed  it 
to  be  made  generally  known,  that  after  what  had 
passed,  he  was  determined  not  to  expose  the  Royal 
authority  to  contempt,  by  pronouncing  judgments 
which  no  one  dared  to  execute,  in  consequence  of  the 
bailiffs  having  been  threatened  wjth  mob  law  if  they 
did  not  resign  their  office.  Upon  this  determination 
having  been   communicated   to    the  principal   inhabit- 
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ants, they  resolved,  that  reposing  the  hiirhest  confi- 
dence in  the  honour  and  cluiracter  of  Mr.  Chaffers, 
they  hoped  ho  would  not  Hose  the  courts,  and  pledL'cd 
tlieniselvcs  that  the  p:irish  would  stand  by  him  in 
the  execution  of  his  office. 

'"We  now  learn  from  the  same  authority,  that  a 
portion  of  the  intimidators,  stronjrcr  than  tiic  friends 
of  Mr.  ChafTers,  had  resolved,  that  no  courts  should 
be  held  or  warrants  executed,  of  which  resolution  a 
notification  was  comnuiiucated  to  Mr,  Chaffers,  who 
declared  that  the  local  courts  were  consecjuently  sus- 
pended until  it  .should  please  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  re-ojum  them.  One  of  the  party  had  then 
the  audacity  to  demand  jMr.  Chaflfers'  Commission,  a 
request  with  which,  of  course,  he  indignantly  refused 
to  comply." 

Militia  General  Ori>er. 

"  Whereas  it  has  become  notorious  that  many  well 
disposed  and  loyal  officers  holdinfr  commissions  from 
the  Crown,  in  the  militia  of  this  Province,  have  lately 
been  constrained,  by  means  of  unlawful  acts  and  a 
system  of  intimidation,  to  send  in  their  resignation 
to  the  Governor  in  Chief,  and  as  no  officer  can  be 
absolved  from  the  duties  of  his  station  unless  formally 
relieved  therefrom  by  competent  authority,  His  Ex- 
cellency is  hereby  pleased  to  order  that  all  resigna- 
tions thus  illegally  extorted,  shall  be  considered  as 
null  and  void,  unless  officially  accepted,  and  the 
offic,ers  so  constrained  to  tender  their  commissions  as 
still  holding  the  same;  His  Excellency,  relying  on 
their  fidelity  and  attachment  to  their  Queen  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  appertaining  to  their 
several  ranks,  and  for  aiding  in  the  preservation  of 
the  public  tranquillity,  and  enforcing  obedience  to  the 
laws- 

"  Office  of  the  Adjut.  Gen.  of  Militia, 
"  Quebec,  16th  Nov.,  1832." 
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(Traii.^latcd    from   tlie  Fopn/auc  of  tlic  3rd  Nov.) 

"  Attack  on  Dr.  Quesnel. 

"  Wc  gave  in  our  last  number  a  sketch  of  the  excess 
that  the  worthless  agitator  Cote  was  perpetrating  in  the 
County  of  L'Acadic,  in  company  with  a  person  named 
Gagron,  whom  he  had  seduced,  and  some  persfms  of  no 
note  whom  he  has  collected.  The  attack  committed 
on  Pr.  (Quesnel  is  one  of  tlie  most  infamous  which 
has  been  perpetrated  since  the  afF.iir  of  Madame  St. 
Jac(jucs.  It  appears  that  on  his  return  from  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention  at  St.  Charles,  this  Cana- 
dian '  Cttrricr''  went  to  the  House  of  Dr.  Quesnel  with 
all  his  followers.  The  latter  received  them  with  liis 
usual  politeness,  and  even  offered  them  refreshment ; 
on  this  Cote,  as  the  spokesman  of  the  party,  told  him 
that  was  not  the  object  of  their  visit,  but  that  they  liad 
come  to  desire  him  to  throw  up  his  conniiission  and 
send  in  liis  resignation  to  His  Excellency.  The  Doc- 
tor replied  that  it  was  a  step  which  required  some 
consideration  and  reflection.  Hereupon  Cote  said 
that  there  was  no  room  for  any  tergiversation,  and 
that  he,  Mr.  Quesnel,  must  decide  to  do  so  imme- 
diately, or  expect  to  have  his  House  attacked.  Mr. 
Quesnel,  though  surprised  at  such  excessive  impu- 
dence, desired  these  singularly  unceremonious  ad- 
visers to  quit  his  house,  which  they  did.  In  the 
course  of  Friday,  Dr.  Quesnel  was  called  upon  by 
several  individuals,  who  told  him  that  lie  had  better 
comply,  as  if  he  did  not,  something  serious  would 
occur.  The  Doctor,  however,  did  not  accede  to  their 
injunctions,  and  determined  not  to  be  dictated  to. 
At  night  these  ruffians,  instigated  by  Cote,  surrounded 
the  house,  forced  open  a  door,  and  broke  the  window 
sashes,  putting  the  family  of  Dr.  Quesnel  in  the  most 
pitiable  state  of  alarm.  The  Doctor,  overcome  hy 
the  entreaties  of  his  wife  and  the  tears  of  his  children, 
and    seeing    that  he   could  expect   no   help  from  his 
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neighbours,  at  lenf2;th  opened  a  window  and  promised 
to  satisfy  his  besiegers,  who  tlierenpon  retired,  de- 
claring loudly  that  if  the  letter  were  not  written  on 
the  following  morning  they  would  proceed  to  further 
extremities,  and  they  accordingly,  on  the  following 
morning,  enquired  at  the  Post  Office,  and  finding  no 
letter  from  Dr.  Quesnel  addressed  (o  tlie  Governor, 
they  repaired  with  the  utmost  audacity  to  his  house, 
from  which  he  had  not  yet  been  able  to  remove  his 
family  to  a  place  of  safety.  A  fresh  .^cej»e  of  violence 
then  took  place,  and  J)r.  (Quesnel,  overj)owered  by 
the  alarms  of  his  wife  and  family,  determined  to  write 
to  the  Governor,  He  informed  Ilis  Excellency  that 
the  situation  in  which  he  found  himself  comj^rllrd  him 
to  resign  his  commission  as  magistrate.  lie  was  then 
compelled  to  give  the  letter  unsealed  to  the  baud  of  as- 
sassins by  whom  he  was  surrounded,  who  themselves  put 
it  into  the  Post  OfBce. 

"  Freed  from  these  dangerous  visitors,  the  Doctor, 
having  placed  his  family  in  safety,  set  out  for  Mon- 
treal to  claim  the  protection  of  the  law ;  he  waited 
on  the  Solicitor  General,  and  laid  the  circumstances 
before  him,  and  required  that  justice  should  be  ren- 
dered to  him,  adding,  that  being  a  magistrate  he 
ought  to  be  supported  in  that  respectable  character 
as  well  as  protected  in  his  person,  and  further,  that 
if  he  could  find  no  law  officer  disposed  to  do  his  duty, 
he  should  address  himself  personally  to  the  Governor 
in  Chief.  It  is  said  that  a  warrant  has  been  issued 
against  Cote,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  man  will 
soon  be  taught  that  there  is  yet  in  existence  a  Gov- 
ernment to  protect  the  lives  and  properties  of  the 
citizens. 

"  We  have  heard  of  several  other  Houses  beinur  at- 
tacked,  and  it  has  been  by  these  means  that  the  resig- 
nations of  the  sixty-six  officers  of  militia  and  magistra- 
tes in  the  county  of  L'Acadie,  boasted  of  by  the  Min- 
erve,  have  been  obtained." 


430 


A  fracas  occurred  at  Montreal,  on  the  6th  Novem- 
ber, between  tlie  ypuii"'  men  styhng  themselves  "  the 
Sons  of  Liberty,"  (Ics  Jils  th  hi  llhcrtc,)  and  tlie  Con- 
stitutionalists, in  which  the  former,  headed  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Storrow  Brown,  by  birth  it  is  believed,  a  cit- 
izen of  tlic  United  States,  then  doin^'  business  as  a 
dealer  in  hardware  in  that  city,  and  who  having  taken 
to  politics,  had  espoused  the  patriotic  cause,  as  he  deem- 
ed it.  The  occurances  of  this  day,  the  first  of  open 
violence  between  the  two  parties,  are  variously  told  by 
the  different  prints  of  the  city,  and  it  being  but  just 
to  give  them  as  ibund  therein,  including  the  statement 
of  the  Ylndicdto)',  as  the  organ  of  the  patriots,  they 
arc  reproduced  below. 

Montreal,  {Ilcruhl)  Nov.  G. 
Total  IIoute  of  ttie  *  Sons  of  Liberty.' 

"  Daring  the  whole  of  Saturday  last  considerable 
excitement  existed  in  town,  owing  to  a  report  having 
been  generally  circulated  that  the  '  Sons  of  Liber- 
ty '  intended  to  parade  the  streets  on  Monday,  and 
that  there  would  likely  be  a  collision  between  them 
and  the  members  of  the  Poric  Club.  This  excite- 
ment was  increased  on  Sunday,  in  consequence  of 
the  magistrates  having  issued  a  proclamation,  re- 
questing all  persons  to  refrain  from  joining  in  any  pro- 
cession, or  assisting  in  any  wa}^  to  break  the  peace.  Al- 
though it  was  not  known  at  what  hour  and  place 
the  '  Sons  of  Liberty'  would  meet,  a  placard  was 
posted  up  on  the  walls  on  Monday  morning,  calling  on 
the  different  ward  associations  to  assemble  at  half- 
past  twelve  o'clock  '  to  crush  the  rebellion  in  the  bud.' 
Still  there  were  no  signs  of  the  opposite  party  appear- 
ing, and  it  was  generally  believed  that  they  had  abandon- 
ed their  absurd  attem'pt. 

"  About  two  o'clock  they  began  to  muster  in  the 
yard  of  Bonaciuf^'s  Tavern,  in  front  of  the  American 
Presbyterian    Church,  Great  St.  James  Street.     The 
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nnister     attracted    the    attention    of    >-onio     C\>ii.«titu- 
tionalif^ts,  who  reni.uncd  to  look  on,  when  ;dl  at  once 
the   party  inside    the  yard,    about    250    in     number,' 
rushed  out    and    made   an  indiseriniiiiatc   attack  with 
sticks  and  stones  on  those  outside.     Two  pistols  were 
also  fired  off,  and  a  ball  from   one  of  them  lodged  in 
the    sleeve  of  JMr.    W'hitelaw,    carpenter.     A   gentle- 
man immediately  went  up  to   Mr.  T.  8.  Brown   (who 
was  taking  a  very  active  part  in  the  affair),  and  said 
he    would    hold    him    responsible    f<;r   the   firing,     on 
which  Mr.  B.  raised  a  stick   to  strike  him,  when  the 
threatene(]  blow   was  war<led  off,  and  ]Mr.  B.  knocked 
down  by  a  Doric.      Mr.  lJ(iorsettcr,    who  went  up  to 
separate  the  coml)atants,    and  to   protect   Mr.  Brown, 
was    severely  handled  by    the  '  Sons   of   Liberty,'  and 
had   it    not   been    for    the    interference  of   Mr.   J.  G. 
Gundlack,     Mr.    Brown    might    have    suffered    more 
severely.     As  it  is,  his  wounds  are  reported   to  us  as 
being    severe,    though    r;ot    d.-'ugerous.       The    rebels 
then  chased  their  few  opponents  along  8t.  James  Street, 
breaking    the    windows   of  Dr.   Robertson,    and   other 
inhabitants    in   that   street,   but   tlie   Doric   Club    and 
others,  reinforcing    the    pursued,   turned   the  tables  on 
the  enemy,  who  flew  pell  iiidl  up  the  main  street  of 
the    St.    Lawrence    suburb,    where    they    were    pur- 
sued and  conquered,  after   a  short  fight,  at  the  corner 
of  Dorchester   Street.       The   Loyalists   then  marched 
through  the  principal  portion  of  the  town  and  suburbs 
seeking   the   '  Sons   of    Liberty,'   but    in   vain — they 
seemed  to  have  evaporated   like  ghosts  into  thin  air. 
On  passsing  a  house  in  Dorchester  Street,  opposite  the 
residence   of  Mr.    Idler,    it   was   stated  that  the   pa- 
triots were    in  the  habit  of  drilling  there,  and  it  was 
thereupon  resolved   that  it  should  be  examined,  when 
a   seven  barrelled,    a  double    barrelled,  and    a  single 
barrelled,  in  all  three  guns,  a    sword,  and  the  banner 
of  the  '  Sons  of  Liberty,'   were  found   and  delivered 
over  to  the  authorities.     Previous  to  this,  while  the 
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crowd  was  jmssing  Josliua  Bell's  house  in  Notre 
Dame  Street,  some  marks  of  tllsiippiobation  and  some 
missiles  thrown  a;j;'unst  it  tesliticd  the  opinion  they 
entertained  of  the  turn-coat,  when  he  opened  the 
window  and  presented  a  n;un,  which  snapped  twice. 
Early  in  the  afternoon  the  lliot  Act  was  read  and 
the  lloyal  Kei;iment  ordered  out  to  parade  tlie  streets, 
supported  hy  the  Artillery,  neither  of  whom,  however, 
were  rcfpiircd. 

"  About  six  o'clock  the  Loyalists  inarched  up  Pon- 
socours  Street,  and  it  was  with  great  dilficulty  that 
they  were  restrained  from  attackinii;  Mr.  Papineau's 
house.  The  Vindicator  office,  however,  fared  differ- 
ently— the  types,  paper,  and  everything,  having  been 
thrown  into  the  streets.  These  attacks  on  persons 
and  proporty  are  to  bo  regretted  ;  but  they  are,  to  a 
certain  extent,  the  result  of  every  outburst  of  popular 
indignation. 

"  The  lloyal  Regiment  was  repeatedly  and  vehement- 
ly cheered  by  the  Loyalists. 

"  We  learn  that  three  magistrates,  with  troops 
under  their  command,  were  stationed  last  night  at 
each  of  the  following  places :  Stellers,  Main  Street 
St.  Lawreiice  suburbs ;  Boyd's,  Place  d'Armes,  and 
Russell's,  Quebec  suburb,  besides  an  additional  force 
at  the  main  guard,  in  case  of  any  disturbance  during 
the  night." 

Montreal,  (Gazette,)  Nov.  7. 

"  We  yesterday  witnessed  in  the  streets  of  this 
<5ity  the  first  collision  that  has  taken  place  in  this 
Province  between  the  British  subjects  of  English  and 
French  origin,  on  the  subject  of  those  political 
opinions  which  have  so  long  estranged  them  from  one 
another,  as  parties  contending  for  different  schemes 
of  government.  On  Saturday,  we  heard  it  stated  in 
various  parts  of  the  town,  that  on  Monday  it  was 
intended  by   the   anarchical  body,    calling  themselves 
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tho  '  Sons  of  Lil'Crty,'  to  meet  at  the  IMaco  dArii  os 
and  there  raise  the  cap  and  plant  the  tree  of  LilxTty. 
Tlicse  reports  were  partly  C'tnlirined  on  Sunday  morn- 
uv^,  when  a  proelaniation  hy  the  nia<i,ist rates  ap- 
peared, ]»osted  on  various  parts  of  tho  city.  The 
document  stated,  that  depositions  had  heen  lod<^cd 
before  the  maji^istrates.  that  numerous  bodies  of  men, 
assuminir  distinctive  badj^es  aiid  denomitiations,  and 
hifluenced  by  adverse  political  opinions,  intended  on 
Monday  to  parade  the  streets  of  the  city,  from  which 
processions,  under  the  present  excited  state  of  public 
feeling,  there  was  reason  to  ai)prchend  that  riots  and 
tunuilts  mi;iht  enste.  All  parties  were  therefore 
called  upon  to  refrain  from  joining,  or  forming  pMt 
of  such  processions,  which  were  only  c:dculatcd  to 
disturb  the  public  po,:ce,  and  endan^'or  the  persona 
and  property  of  Jler  Majesty's  subjects.  This  pro- 
clamation was  followed  on  iMonday  morning  by  a 
placard  posted  on  the  walls,  calling  on  the  different 
loyal  and  constitutioua.l  wards  to  meet  at  the  Place 
d'Armes,  at  t\^  elve  o'clock,  to  assist  to  '  crush  re- 
bellion in  the  bud!'  The  consctpu^nce  was  that 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  forenoon  of  yesterday, 
the  streets  presenied  a  very  serious  and  portentous 
aspect.  No  one  could  tell  what  was  to  happen,  or, 
indeed,  whether  any  preparations  had  been  made  to 
justify  the  expectations  of  the  magistrates  arid  the 
other  well-disposed  inhabitants  of  the  city.  At  vari- 
ous corners  of  the  streets,  different  parties  met  toge- 
ther, anxiously  incjuiring  and  conv4:!rsing  as  to  what 
miglit  be  the  result  of  the  day.  About  two  o'clock, 
however,  it  was  discovered  that  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  the 'Sons  of  Liberty,' had  assembled  together 
in  a  large  yard  facing  Great  St.  James  Street. 

[Here  follows  an  extract  from  the  account  copied 
from  the  Herald,  as  above.] 

"  We  were  present  when  they  returned  down  St. 
Francois  Xavier  Street   and  passed  into  Notre  Dame 
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Slroc't,  aihl  can  sufely  and  positively  Joelarc,  that  a 
band  of  tVoiu  two  to  throe  hiinch-ed  of  the  '  Sons  of 
Liberty,'  if  so  tliey  could  be  called,  were  only  rc- 
Histed  by  about  a  dozen  (^»n-;titutionalists. 

*'  When  the  mob  enten^l  Notie  l)anio  Street  from 
St,  Francois  Xavier  Street,  showers  of  stones  were 
flyinp;  in  every  direction  like  liail ;  and  one  or  two 
inoffensive  iiidiviiluals  havinii;  entered  the  store  of 
Mr.  Bradbury,  the  windows  and  door  were  smashed 
to  pieces,  and  several  peiMUis  thrown  far  iiito  the 
interior  of  tin;  premises.  The  mob  tluMi  proceeded 
alon<jj  Notre  Dame  Street,  turning:  back  into  CJreat 
St.  James  Street,  where  they  rallied  in  additional 
numbers.  By  this  lime  the  brave  Doric  Club  mus- 
ttired  ;  and  we  resume  the  account  contained  in  the 
Herald,  of  whtit    afterwards  took  place,  as  above, 

"  Wc  can  add,  that,  in  the  present  instance, 
the  '  Sons  of  Liberty'  were  the  ajru'ressors  in  this,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  respect :  and  when  the  lion 
awoke,  they  could  not  expect  that  either  themselves 
or  their  abettors  could  altoj^ether  escape  without  some 
reprisals  bein;2;  made.  Wc  cotigratulate  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  that  they  did  not  extend  to  greater 
len*;'t]is ;  but  they  fell  into  goods  hands,  for  nothinp; 
could  1)0  more  admirable  and  praiseworthy  than  the 
cool  and  calm  demeanour  of  the  Constitutionalists 
durin;^  the  whole  affair. 

"  The  Uoyal  l{ei;'iment  was  enthusiastically  received 
by  the  Constitutionalists,  and  r.'poatedly  cheered,  as 
they  marched  al(*>ni;'  the  streets  in  the  discharge  of 
their  unpleasant  duties.  AYc  are  informed,  that  the 
arrangements  made  by  Colonel  INIaitland  were  most 
judicious.  Magistrates,  with  troops  under  their 
command,  were  stationed  during  the  night  at  Stel- 
ler's,  Main  Street,  Saint  Lawrence  suburbs ;  Boyd's, 
place  d" Amies;  and  Jlussell's,  Quebec  suburbs.  The 
main  guard  was  reinforced  ;  and  patrols  paraded  the 
streets  at  intervals  durinir   tlie  niirht.     Such,  we  must 
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add,  are  t'le  diio  cffecfs  of  conciliation  and  misgovcrn- 
mcnt." 

["From  I.' Ami  ihi   Ptuph.'] 

^'TiiK  Friits  of  the  Menaces  of  the  Patriots. 

''  We  have  for  some  time  just  said,  that  the  warlike 
demonstrations  of  the  Children  of  Jjiberty  wouid  pro- 
duce bitter  fruit,  and  lead  to  some  dant,'crous  colli- 
sion between  the  citizens  of  this  city  ;  we  have,  un- 
happily, proplieeied  })ut  too  truly.  On  ^fonday.  the 
SSons  of  Jiiberty'  assembled  in  the  house  of  .Mr.  E, 
E.  Rodier,  occupied  ))y  a  person  named  Yiiineau ; 
tlu^y  were  to  the  num))or  of  five  or  six  hundred. 
Their  usual  exlu»rters  made  inflavimatory  speeches, 
excitinp:  their  auditory  to  ?-evolt,  and  to  all  sorts  of 
outrages; — excited  by  these  discourses  and  Ity  whis- 
key, cm  leavinij;  the  mcetini]:  they  ru'^lied  upon  some 
fifty  Constitutionalists,  who  had  been  drawn  i-.i  o  tlie 
neiiibbourJiood  of  their  meetimr  bv  curiosity,  and 
taking  advautage  of  their  small  uumluT  and  of  the 
surprise  they  were  under,  they  ill  treated  them  and 
pursued  them  as  far  as  tlic  Place  d" Amies,  dealing 
blows  of  cudgels  and  vollies  of  stones,  J^everal  liad 
swords  and  pistols,  and  some  sliots  were  fired  on  the 
Constitutionalists,  by  the  patriots,  as  tlu^y  sallied 
from  the  court  ard  in  wlii^ii  they  had  tlieir  rendez- 
vous. Flushed  with  this  easy  and  momentary  ad- 
vantage, they  attacked  the  liouse  of  J>r.  Robertson 
and  broke  his  windows  with  stones,  Rut  their  tri- 
umph was  of  short  duration;  the  Constitutionalists 
soon  rallied  in  sufficient  num])ers  to  face  the  enemy, 
•and  from  that   monu'nt   it  became  impossible  to  find 
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hich  appeared  as   if    it  had 


been  evaporated  ))y  encluintment.  The  Constitu- 
tionalists then,  to  the  number  of  four  or  five  liundred, 
paraded  the  city  and  suburbs  without  meeting  with  any 
opposition. 
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''  NotwltlistiiiuHiiii;  tlie  numerous  cxtniv.'ig.incc.sofDr. 
()'C!i11;il;Ii;iii  ainl  liis  fViciKls.  !i<»tlii!ii:-  fMii  justify  !«uch 
conduct,  ;m<l  il,  is  to  In'  desired  tliat  the  dutliors  maybe 
known  and  i)Uiii.-lu!d." 

[From  u  ro.stcript  to  [\ni  Jfun  rrr.'\ 

"  We  have  stopped  the  press  in  order  to  p;ivo  our 
country  readers  some  details  of  the  scene  of  yesterday 
evenintr.  As  we  stated  in  our  article  of  yesterday, 
tlie  '  8ons  of  liherty,"  had  (jiiietly  met  together  in  a 
court  yard  in  tlieir  usual  monthly  meeting,  when  in 
nccordanee  with  the  ]»lacards,  to  which  we  luive  before 
alluded,  the  Constitutionalists  assembled  in  (jreat  8t. 
James  Street.  The  yard  in  which  the  'Sons  of  Liber- 
ty' held  their  meeting  has  its  entrance  on  that  street. 
Wlien  the  Tories  were  in  great  numbers  they  began 
tlirowing  stones  into  the  yard,  and  knocking  at  the  door, 
applying  to  the  Fi/s  debt  LUxrtv  all  sorts  of  epithets, 
especially  branding  them  as  cowards,  &c. 

"As  soon  as  their  business  was  ended,  the  'Sons 
of  Liberty'  sallied  from  the  court  in  close  column, 
a'ld  were  immediately  assailed  by  a  sliower  of  stones. 
A  rude  encounter  ensued,  and  the 'Sons  of  Liberty' 
repulsed  the  assailants  at  all  points,  driving  them  as 
far  as  St.  Lawrence  Street.  When  thinking  that  every- 
thing was  over,  they  retired  every  one  to  his  own 
home. 

"  The  Constitutionalists,  seeing  tliat  they  had  no 
longer  any  enemy  to  contend  with,  rallied  between 
the  hours  of  five  and  six  and  commenced  an  attack 
upon  property ;  all  the  Venetians  of  the  house  of  the 
Hon  Mr.  Papineau  were  broken,  as  well  as  of  several 
other  houses,  and  the  printing  office  of  the  Vindicator 
was  almost  entirely  destroyed.'  Mr.  Perrault  had 
prudently  retired  from  the  house  with  his  family ; 
the  assailants  broke  the  iron  doors  and  forced  their 
way  into  the  printing  office,  which  they  overturned 
from  top  to  bottom,  breaking  everthing  that  fell  into 
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their  li.'i!i(ls  ;  many  otluT  (l<'|HT(l;itl()iis  wcn^  comiiiit- 
tetl.  Tlic  tr.oojts  wtie  hroiiulU  cmt  alxmt  livf  o'clock 
uiul   rtiiKiiiicd   lookers   on   duriii;;   all   tlicM!  rava^cH. 

"  Wc  have  not  yet  Invn  abK'  to  a.-ct'rtairi  tlic  Fiuni- 
]jcr  ol'  wouiidrd.  iior  do  wc  ln-lu'vo  that  any  lilc  was 
loist  on  the  Held  of  battlo,  thou^^h  many  are  danger- 
ously Wdundof^, 

'•We  ^vill  vouch  for  this — that  // tlic  '  >'ons  of  Li- 
berty' liad  not  been  jtrovoketl,  no  tunudt  would  have 
been  oee,i-ioned  by  tlu'ir  meeting;  express  orders 
htid  been  uiven  ])y  their  chill's  to  resjiect  persons  and 
property.  ThroULrhout  they  behaved  themselves  like 
heroes,  and  repul-ed  the  att'ick  in  a  lu.anner  which 
does  them  honor,  since  oti  their  part  no  depredation 
was  committed." 

The  MnrniiKj  Courier  cnneliides  its  account  of  the 
riots  of  the  b'th  dc  la  Libertv  with  the  fallowing  rc- 
uiarks : — 

''In  rei!:;n'd  to  the  proceeding's  of  the  day,  .ind 
especially  the  destruction  of  property  to  which  it 
led,  we  can  only  express  our  rei'ret  that  they  should 
have  taken  place.  ^\'her(!  the  fault  lies,  hov.ever,  is 
clear  enouuh.  The  braij:Lriirts  of  the  qrond  nieetinp; 
in  Bonacina's  yard  were  the  first  ajr;i;ressors,  and  the 
consequences  of  tiieir  airjxrcssion  W(Te  less  serious 
after  all  than  they  may  be  said  to  liave  deserved. 
The  screwed  up  counij^'c  of  their  attack  would  doubt- 
less have  broujjjht  upon  them  a  far  heavier  reckoning, 
had  not  the  downright  poltroonery  of  their  retreat 
enabled  most  of  them  personally  to  escape  it.  The 
attack  upon  a  printing  office  we  regret  particularly, 
because  it  may  so  easily  be  made  a  means  of  strength- 
ening the  bauds  of  the  party  attacked.  The  party, 
however,  that  has  appealed  to,  and  indeed  been  the 
first  to  use,  violence,  has  no  real  right  to  complain 
of  ihii  first  return  of  their  own  coin  that  is  made  them. 

"  We  hope  that  the  proceedings  of  the  day  will  at 
once  make  the  ^JiU  de  la  liberie    more  chary  of  their 
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promises,  and  our  own  pfirty  more  careful  of  their  orga- 
ization.  Had  tlie  Constitutionali.sts  been"  organized  as 
tliey  ouj^ht,  an  assailing  body  of  moboerats,  like  those 
of  Monday,  would  never  have  had  the  u})per  hand  even 
for  the  length  of  a  single  street,  or  for  the  space  of  one 
ten  minutes,  nor  would  the  su))se(juent  progress  of  a 
body  of  our  own  friends  liave  laid  them  open  to  the 
charge  of  having  themselves  played  the  rioter,  even  by 
way  of  retaliation. 

"  The  promjitiltule  of  the  magistrates  was  highly 
praiseworthy.  We  hope  they  will  continue  in  well  do- 
ing ;  and  while  their  liand  is  in,  we  would  suggest  to 
them,  now  ihat  a  beginning  is  made  here,  to  stop  at  no 
half  measure,  but  to  su])j)ress  at  once,  with  a  bold  hand, 
all  and  sundry  the  illegal  meetings  that  may  hereafter 
bo  attcmi»tvd  witliin  their  jurisdiction.  Should  the 
"  tils  de  la  liboito"  undertake  a  drill,  or  anything  of 
that  kind  on  a  Sunday,  they  must  be  sent  about  their 
bnsiness.  I'here  nuist  be  no  backward  movement. — 
81irinking  can  but  make  matters  worse.  ]jegally  or  il- 
legally, any  future  drill  of  these  gentry  is  now  morally 
sure  to  be  cut  i-hort.  A  fearl'ul  responsibility  will  rest 
on  the  magistrate,-,  should  their  remissness  leave  the 
tusk  to  any  others  than  themselves. 

''  Since  writing  the  above  account,  we  have  heard  from 
good  authority,  that  the  magistrates  had  obtained  assu- 
rances, some  time  previous  to  the  hour  of  meeting,  from 
the  officers  of  the  "  fils  de  la  liberte,"  and  also  from  the 
Doric  Club,  that  no  attempt  sliould  bo  made  to  parade 
the  streets  on  either  side.  The  Dorics  were  as  good 
as  their  word.  The  other  gentry  first  paraded  the 
streets  in  small  bodies  to  the  meetin"-,  and  then  raced 
throngli  one  street,  after  it.  Tlie  apparent  remissness 
of  the  (Constitutionalists  at  tlie  beuinninii'  of  the  affair, 
on  wlncli  we  have  heard  some  parties  comment,  is  thus 
honourably  accounted  for  : 


The  Ixoyal  Montreal  Cavalry  were  out  last  night 
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under  tlic  command  o^  Mr.  David,  as  a  patrol  for  the 
city  and  suburbs.  Wc  learn  that  they  turned  out  under 
the  sanction  and  at  the  request  of  the  civil  authori- 
ties. 

*'  A  pretty  strong  ])ody  of  the  independent  mcchances 
of  Gritlintown  patrolled  tlie  streets  for  so  tinjc  last  night 
pretty  well  prepared  for  all  emergencies.  We  could 
find  nothing  to  do,  liowever. 

"  We  have  received  a  private  communication  from 
Toronto,  dated  the  81st  ultimo,  from  which  we  learn 
that,  on  that  day  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  in  gar- 
rison at  that  place  left  for  Kingston  in  the  "  Cobourg," 
on  their  Wiiy  to  this  City.  The  men,  our  imi'onuant 
assures  us,  were,  as  they  ought  to  be,  in  the  highest 
spirits,  and  were  accomj);inied  to  the  place  of  em- 
barkation by  a  greit  crowd  of  citizens.  TUe  troops 
left  are  no  more  than  are  required  to  guard  the 
Commissariat  funds,  whi(.'h  arc  deposited  for  conve- 
nience ill  the  vaults  of  the  Tpper  Canada  IJ.ink.  A 
deputation  from  the  citizens  of  Toronto,  had  pre- 
sented an  Addi'css  to  His  Excellency,  volunteering 
the  services  (^f  the  two  regiments  of  the  city  militia 
to  serve  in  jtlace  of  the  troops,  as  a  garrison.  The 
Volunteer  liille  Corps  had  ])resented  a  like  Address. 
His  Excellency  had  declined  both,  declaring  that  no 
force  beyond  what  the  civil  authorities  could  at  any 
time  connnand,  was  at  all  needed  for  the  preservation 
of  the  public  pence.  Six  thousand  stand  of  arms, 
accoutrements,  ic,  had  been  handed  over  to  the 
civil  authorities,  and  by  them  deposited  in  the  City 
Hall  under  the  charge  of  a  body  of  constables.  It  was 
thought  possible,  however,  that  the  constables  might  be 
replaced  by  u  volunteer  corps  for  that  purposv'.  xMac- 
kenzie's  armed  nu^^tings.  of  which  so  much  is  m:idc  in 
the  papers  that  are  dovoted  to  his  service,  ar*\  accord- 
ing to  our  informant,  held  in  utter  conten)pt  in  Ids  own 
neiiihbourhood.' — Courier. 

''  Since    writting    the    above,   wo    leain,    ''  says  the 
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Montve<d  Gifzcttc,''  tliat  yostcnbiy,  :iuoiit  two  ()'cV)ck 
in  the  aCtcmoon,  two  persons  residing  at  vSt.  John's, 
one  of*  wlioni  holds  tiic  situation  of  PostniMster  at  tlat 
])lacc,  called  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Macnie,  and  on 
bein<!;  informed  l»v  Mrs.  Maerae  lier  husband  was  not 
at  .home,  stated  that  tlie  object  of  tbeir  visit  was,  to 
tell  ^Ir.  IMaerae,  that  he  must  resij^n  his  commission 
as  a  Justice  of  tlie  Pence.  IMrs.  JMaerae  replied,  that 
slie  understood  31  r.  M;iera(>  did  not  intend  to  comply 
with  their  recpiest.  The  two  wortliies  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Lindsay,  it  is  supposed, 
witli  t^'c  same  intention,  but  he  was  absent  at  Mon- 
treal. A  third  visit  was  then  p;iid  to  jMr.  Pierce,, 
who,  fnulino'  the  impossibility  of  receiving  any  pro- 
tection, cither  civil  or  military,  wns  obliged  to  promise 
the  surrender  of  his  commission.  Mr.  It.  Mnrehand 
was  als(!  compelled  to  resign. 

''AVe  are  also  ena})led  to  state,  th.it  toll  dues  can 
with  difficulty  be  levied  on  the  bridge  across  the 
llielielieu  river,  though  guaranteed  by  an  Act  of  the 
Provincial  Jjegislature.  The  tollman  was  told  by  the 
terrorists,  that  lie  must  give  up  collecting  toll,  and 
leave  his  station,  which  he  w'as  obliged  to  do.  Since 
then  iMr.  Jones  has  appointed  one  of  his  servants  to 
receive  the  toil  dues;  but  against  those  who  refuse  to 
pay  them,  he  lias  no  remedy  but  to  submit  in  yi- 
lence. 

''  As  we  believe  that  nil  these  statements  are  facts 
that  can  be  relied  upon,  some  of  tlu-m  being  made 
on  oath,  there  can  no  longer  be  any  excuse,  in  any 
quarter,  for  delaying  to  aff'ord  that  siu'cour  and  protec- 
tion to  Her  Majesty's  subjects  to  whicli  the  law  entitles 
them . 

"  The  accounts  which  come  in  from  day  to  day, 
from  the  country  round,  and  the  neighborhood  of  St. 
John's  in  particular,  are  of  a  kind  to  show  that  matters 
are  on  the  very  point  of  reaching  that  crisis  at  which 
the  long    desired,  active,   and  decided  intervention  of 
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the  Govcnnncnt  will  become  at  once  possible  and 
necessary.  We  have  not  chosen  to  deal  ont  every 
report  that  we  have  heard  upon  the  subjsct,  because 
we  are  aware  how  very  liable  those  reports  are  to  be 
exago'crated  before  they  reach  us.  No  time  ought 
certainly  to  be  lost  in  stationing  a  body  of  troops  at 
St.  John's,  and  indeed,  if  we  are  not  misiiiformed, 
none  will  be  lost.  It  is  as  necessary  to  keep  a  sufficient 
body  together  at  the  more  important  posts,  as  it  is  to 
station  smaller  bodies  at  those  of  less  importance. 
Could  Mr.  Papirieaii  succeed  in  breaking  up  every 
regiment  into  detachment,  before  winter,  he  might 
be  said  to  have  a  chance  in  favor  of  his  ])romised 
county  rising.  This  chance  it  will  never  do  to  give 
him .  But  as  soon  as  fresh  troo])s  come  in  [and  they 
are  expected  daily,]  we  shall  look  to  see  further  dis- 
tributions taking  place.  Let  the  troops  once  be  mo- 
lested, or  their  active  interference  once  be  called  for, 
and  then,  and  not  till  then,  the  business  of  agitation 
will  be  in  a  fair  way  for  immediate  settlement.  Let 
neither  government  nor  loyal  subject  be  then  found 
wanting,  [as  w^e  believe  they  will  not,]  and  the  set- 
tlement will  be  promptly  made  and  finally.  The 
'  FORWARD  '  of  the  ,fils  de  la  liherte  '  will  never  stand 
the  '  steady'  of  those  that  will  be  against  them." 

The  agitation  in  Quebec,  though  less  ready  to 
break  out  into  rebellion  than  in  Montreal,  was  equally 
zealous  and  ardent  in  the  cause.  The  select  meet- 
ings and  resolves  of  the  leading  men  were,  it  is  said, 
regularly  reported  by  trusty  spies  to  the  Government, 
which  could  at  any  time  secure  them.  Emboldened 
by  long  endurance  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
they  imagined  that  it  dared  not,  even  within  this 
the  chief  fortress  of  its  pcwer  in  North  America,  lay 
hands  upon  them,  and  accordingly  they  bearded  it 
by  the  audacity  of  their  proceedings,  in  contempt  of 
their  allegiance  and  of  the  laws.  Finally,  it  became 
absolutely   necessary,    for   the    maintenance    of  order? 
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that  the  Executive  should  move,  and  on  the  11th  of 
November  warrants  were  issued  for  the  apprehension 
of  several  individuals  residing  in  the  city,  on  charges 
of  seditious  practices,  k^omc  escaped,  but  three  or  four 
of  the  more  prominent  were  secured  and  lodged  in  pri- 
son. These,  however,  after  the  detention  of  a  few  days, 
were  enlarged  on  bail.  At  Montreal,  a  proclamation  was 
issued  on  the  12th  of  November,  by  the  mitgistrates,  in 
the  terms  following  : — 

'*  niOCLAMATION  ! 

"Whereas  information  under  oath  has  been  re- 
ceived, that  bodies  of  men  are  in  the  habit  of  assem- 
bling together  for  the  ostensible  purjwse  of  perform- 
ing military  mananivres,  and  whereas  such  meetings 
are  contrary  to  law  and  calculat.d  to  create  tumult 
and  disorders,  and  to  lead  to  other  disastrous  conse- 
quences, the  magistrates  do  hereby  strictly  enjoin 
and  command  all  person,^?  to  abstain  from  taking  part 
in  such  unlawful  assemblages,  and  do  give  notice  that 
they  will  em}»loy  all  lawful  means  to  suppress  the  same  ; 
and  the  magistrates  do  hereby  prohibit  all  public  Uicet- 
ings  and  processions  which  are  of  a  nature  to  disturb 
the  pu]>lic  peace,  and  they  do  call  upon  all  loyal  and 
well  disposed  citizens  to  abstain  from  acts  which  arc 
likely  in  the  present  excited  state  of  public  feeling  to 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  citv.'' 

A  like  proclamation  by  the  magistrates  also  was 
issued  at  Quebec,  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month. 
The  magistrates  were,  moreover,  respectively  pro- 
vided with  printed  copies  of  the  proclamation  re- 
quired by  the  IMot  Act  to  be  read  for  the  dispersion 
of  tumultuous  meetings;  indications  of  a  determina- 
tion by  the  Executive  to  commence  vigorous  action. 
A  new  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  district  of 
Montreal,  issued  about  the  same  time,  weeding  the 
magistracy  of  those   (sixty-one  in  all)  who  were  sus 
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pccted  of  being  active  in  the  patriotic  cause,  or  luke- 
warm in  their  alle<:iance,and  therefore  not  to  he  tru.stod.* 
Bodies  of  armed  men  began  now  to  manifest  them- 
selves occasiniuilly  in  different  quarters  of  the  district 
of  Montreal,  particularly  m  the  vicinities  of  St.  Jolin's 
and  Chambly.  Sir  John  Colborne,  who  had  resided 
during  part  of  the  summer  at  \\  illiam  IJenry,  per- 
ceiving the  crisis  to  be  at  hand,  moved,  on  tlie  9th 
November,  to  Montreal,  to  fix  there  his  Head  Quarters 
for  the  winter,  ^''olunteer  corps  of  infantry,  includ- 
ing riflemen,  with  artillery  and  cavalry,  wc^re  now 
formed  at   ^Montreal,    under   the  authority  of  Oovern- 

•  Jos.  l'\  Allard,  CImnihly  ;  Pierre  Auiiot,  Vercheres; 
David  Armstrong,  Berlhier;  Fran<joi3  Ayct  dit  Malo,  St. 
Damage  ;  A.  E.  Bardy,  Ht.  Atbanaso  ;  Joscfih  Hcaubicn,  vSt. 
Benoit;  Pierre  Beaubicn,  Montreal;  Kdouard  Beaudry,  Va- 
rennes  ;  Paul  Bertraud,  fc^t.  Mathias  ;  Louis  R.  Blanchard  St. 
Hyacinthe;  8erapbiu  Bouc,  Ste  Anne  des  Plained;  Fluvicn 
Bouthiilier,  St  Cesaire  ;  Leonard  i^row  n,  Dunliam  ;  Paschal 
HDhagnon,  Verchercs  ;  Basile,  Cliarlcbois,  Vaudreiiil  ;  Zacha- 
ric  Cloiitier,  St,  Jacques  ;  CyrilelL  Cote,  Napierville  ;  Pierre 
H.  Davignon,  Ste.  Marie  de  Monnoir  ;  Willium  Ualton  Pierre 
de  Boucherville,  Boucherville  ;  Pierre  P.  D.  Labruerc,  St. 
Ilyacinthc  ;  Jacques  D.  Demnrligny,  Jan.,  Vareunes  ;  Casi- 
mir  T.  Dcmontiguy,  North  River;  Leopold  Uesroslers,  Ber- 
lhier ;  Ileury  Des  Kivieres,  Montreal;  Jas.  M  Des  Rivieres, 
Montreal;  John  Donegani,  Montreal  ;  Jacques  Dorion,  St. 
Ours  ;  Pierre  Dubreuil,  Pointeaux  Trembles  ;  Theophile  Du- 
fort,  Montreal  ;  Joseph  Dufresne,  St.  Jacques;  Ignace  I)u- 
mouchel,  Rigaud  ;  Leandre  Duniouchel,  Ste.  Schohi3ti(pie  ; 
Emery  Fere,  St.  Eustache  ;  Timolhe  Franchere,  Ste.  Marie 
de  Monnoir ;  Joseph  T.  Franchere,  St.  Mathias;  Eusebe  H. 
Frechette,  Chambly  ;  J.  Glen,  Jun.,  Chambly  ;  Benjamin  Hol- 
mes, St.  Luc  ;  iMerritt  Hotchkiss,  Lacolle  ;  xVndre  Johin,  St. 
Genevieve  ;  P.  P.  Lacliapelle,  jun.,  Lachine  ;  Antoine  Lantier 
St.  Polycarpe  ;  Louis  A.  Lefebvre,  St.  Remi  ;  Jean  B.  Lukin, 
Delery  ;  Paul  Lussier,  Varennes  ;  Damase  Masson,  St.  Cle- 
ment;  Luc  IL  Masson,  St.  Benoit ;  Aime  Massue,  Varennes  ; 
A.  E.  Montmarquet.  Chatham;  Donald  G.  Morison,  St.  Hy- 
acinthe ;  Hercule  Oliver,  Berthier;  Julien  Poirer,  St.  Jacques 
Marcel  Poirier,  St.  Jacques;  Eustache  Soupras.  St.  Mathias; 
Guillaume  J.  Vallee,  Montreal;  Michel  F.  Valois,  Points 
Claire  ;Joseph  Vincent,Longeuil ;  E.  Vincillette.St  Athanase 
Joachim  Walker, Coteau  duLac;DR.  WeilbrennerBoocherville. 
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mcnt,  and  rapidly  fill  d  uj).-'-     The  cavalry,  as  a  corps 
of  observation,   were  found  very   useful  in  visiting  the 
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ic  neiuhuournoou,  as  occasion  rc- 


distur])ed  distr'.cio  u 
quired.  'J'lie  entire  of  the  militiiry  f'oice  in  the  Caua- 
das,  at  this  time  but  very  small,  w.ms  now  concentrated 
in  the  District  of  jMontreai,  tlie  lew  troo])s  tliat  liad 
been  in  Upper  Canada  havini^  })cen,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Hir  Francis  Bojid  Head,  en- 
tirely withdrawn  to  meet  the  gatherini^  storm  in  the 
Lower  Province,  this  p^entlcman  having;-  det(M-mined  to 
stake  the  fate  of  his  l*rovince  ujion  the  loyalty  of  its 
militia  in  the  event  of  a  Rebellion,  of  which  there  were 
also  there  strong  indications. 

There  wus  happily  in  Upper  Canada  and  in  the 
Lower  Provinces  [Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick] 
a  spirit  of  determined  loyalty,  and  in  favour  of  the 
constitutional  cause  in  Lower  Canada,  very  encourag- 
ing to  the  British  population  in  it.  Addresses  wcrQ 
sent  from  Glengary  and  various  other  parts  of  Upper 
Canada,  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province, 
requesting  him  to  assure  Lord  Gosford  that  they 
were  ready  "  to  march  to   Lower  Canada,  in  case  His 

•  November  15,  1837. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  receivt  this  day  your  letter  of 
the  IGth  instant,  respecting  Ihe  formation,  under  the  sanction 
of  the  Governor  in  Chief,  of  a  Volunteerjforce  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  city  of  Montreal,  and  having  submitted  the  same 
for  His  Excellency's  consideration,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint 
you  in  reply,  for  the  iuformation  of  those  citizens  who  are 
interested  in  such  a  measure,  that  His  Excellency,  alive  to 
the  passing  events,  has  already  anticipated  the  object  they 
have  in  view,  in  the  direction  he  has  lately  given  for  the  or- 
ganization and  equipment  of  an  auxiliary  municipal  force,  to 
an  extent  commensurate  with  the  exigences  of  the  limes,  and 
adequate,  as  he  trusts,  ro  frustrate  the  designs  of  the  disaf- 
fected, and  to  preserve  public  tranquillity.  This  will  present 
lo  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  as  ma}' be 
desirous  of  no\v  coming  forward  to  aid  in  promoting  the 
cause  of  good  order,  anjopportunity  of  affording  their  services 
to  the  constituted,  authorities  in  theirfefforts  to  secure  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  and  protection  to  persons  and  property. 
I  have,  &c.  y.  Walcott. 

Hon.  P.  McGill,  Esq. 
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Excellency  or  tlic  Coininaudcr  of  the  Forces  sliould 
re(]uire  their  services."  The  l)ruvc  men  of  tJhMi<:;;iry 
de.-^ircd  him  "  to  {innomu'c  to  I J  is  Kxeel!o]»cy  the 
Governor-in-(^hief,  tlieir  detorininatiou  to  stand  linn 
by  the  L.iroiic  and  altar,  and  cordially  to  eooperate 
with  liini  ill  in.iintainiiiLi"  uninipaired  the  C(»iniexii>n 
so  liap])ily  existiiiu'  betwe^Mi  (ircat  JJritain  and  the 
American  Colj>nies."  And  these,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, were  no  idle  *)til\:rin<rs,  for  tlu'y  afterwards, 
in  the  hour  of  need,  actually  did  turn  out,  and  march 
into  a  disturbed  part  of  Jjower  (Canada,  whert;  tlie  ef- 
fects of  their  visit  were  of  late,  and  perhap>  still  are,  but 
too  percc})til)le. 

Tiie  followinu'.  taken  at  random  from  a  multitude 
of  similar  evidenees,  will  suiheiently  manifest  the  spi- 
rit of  loyalty  that  prc.ailed  in  Upi)er  Canada,  and  the 
views  there  entertained  of  the  pati-iotic  movements  in 
Lower  Canada : — 

"At  a  very  numrrous  and  rcsi»ectablc  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Kingston,  convened  l)y  rcijuisition 
adilressi'l  to  liiehard  Builock,  Esq.,  High  Sinirilfof  the 
IMidl.Uhl  J)istriet,  and  held  at  the  (Jourt  House  on  Thurs 
day,  the  2nd  Novendjer,  1S37.  The  meeting  was  open- 
ed l)y  the  High  Sheriff  as  chairman,  who  explained  the 
objects  of  the  meeting,  when  the  following  resolutions 
were  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

''  Jxe.'tohcd,  1.  That  we  are  at  all  times  ready  to 
unite  witli  the  different  Provinces  of  British  North  Am- 
erica in  all  proper  measures  of  reform,  and  on  all  mat- 
ters concerning  our  interests,  or  those  (»f  the  Briti.-.h  Col- 
onies, or  on  any  thing  tending  to  supj^ort  and  defend 
our  rights  as  British  subjects,  eonsistent  with  the  su- 
premacy of  the  J^ritish  Government. 

"  £.  That  this  Meeting  looks  with  concern  and  regret 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  revolutionary  faction  in  Jjow- 
er  Canada  as  tending,  not  to  the  legitiniate  removal  of 
any  known  or  imaginary  grievances,  but  to  the  subver- 
sion of  the  British  Constitution. 
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"3.  'J'lint  circuiiistancod  as  this  J'rovincc  is  in  rela- 
tion to  Lower  Canada,  wo  cannot  any  longer  defer  the 
declaration  of  our  determination  to  support  with  our 
lives  and  fortunes,  tiie  supremacy  of  the  Tiritish  Con- 
stitution, and  the  just  dependence  of  the  Caniidas  up- 
0  1  the  IJritish  Crown, 

"4.  Th  thi-  eetiiiti^  will  ])romptly  assist  the  loyal 
and  well  di,  -  .-^  u  '^diabitants  oi  JiOwer  XJanada  in  main- 
tainini]^  the  ia'V:  hrn}  liberty  of  the  British  (.-onstitution 
in  that  Provimo,  bei  convinced  that  it  only  requires 
moderate  firnniess,  on  tlie  part  of  our  general  Govern- 
ment, to  suppress  the  attempts  of  the  rebellious  part}^ 
who,  for  many  years  have  retarded  our  agricultural  and 
connuercial  prosperity,  and  the  general  improvement  of 
both  Provinces. 

'•  5.  That  uiidei-standing  that  ITis  p]xcellency,  Sir 
Francis  Bond  Head,  has  signified  his  assent  to  the 
removal  of  Her  31ajesty's  Troops  of  the  Line  from 
this  Province,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  civil 
power  in  Lower  Canada,  this  meeting  cannot  but 
feel  ^nitified  at  the  confidence  wdiich  His  Excellencv 
has  thus  manifested  in  the  loyalty  of  the  people  in 
Upper  Canada  and  which  we  are  determined  to 
prove,  should  occasion  require  it,  has  not  been  mis- 
placed. 

"6.  That  proud  as  we  are  of  our  origin  as  Britons, 
and  dearly  as  wc  value  the  blessings  of  our  glorious 
constitution,  we  cannot  but  regard  as  our  enendes  all 
those  who  would  assail  the  one,  or  endeavour  to  sub- 
vert the  other ;  and  in  order  to  assist  our  countrymen 
and  friends  in  Lower  Canada,  in  defending  these 
cherished  objects  from  the  assaults  of  our  foes,  that 
it  is  expedient,  under  the  sanction  of  His  Excellency 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  to  raise  and  enrol  a  Volun- 
teer Corps  in  tliis  town,  to  be  in  readiness  to  act  in 
the  hour  of  need  ;  and  we  take  this  occasion  heartily 
to  congratulate  the  loyal  population  of  Lower  Canada 

at   the  head  of 
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Ilor  ]M.ij<\-i(y"s  ti(»ops  in  the  I^mvinoc,  ;m  ofliccr  of 
sucli  tried  LMlluiitry,  vitril-'inco  and  decision,  as  Sir  rJohii 
Colborne  ;  and  we  feel  assured  tliaf  to  act  inider  such  a 
coiHinander,  would  be  an  additional  attraction  to  Vo- 
lunteers from  Uj>|ier  (^anada. 

'•  7.  Tliat  copies  of  these  re ■olutlons  b,^  tr.nistnittcJ 
to  Uis  Kxeellpucy  tlie  Ivirl  of  Gosford,  His  ExeellvMicy 
Sir  Francis  Hond  Head,  l.iciitcnant  General  Sir  dolni 
Colborne,  and  tlic  i'n  .-idetits  of  the  Constitutional 
Associations  of  Montreal  and  Quebec." 
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[Froni  the  Toronto  l\itrlot  _, 

"  Govi;PvNMr.;s'    House, 

20tA  OdoUr,  1837. 

Sir, — I  am  coimnanded  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
to  inform  you,  that  in  coiise((uenec  of  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  Lower  I'rovincc,  His  Excellency  has  cheer- 
fully coni^cnted  to  the  inniiediatc  withdrawal  of  Her 
IMajesty's  troops  from  Toronto,  and  that  his  ]^]xc:llency 
.  has  moreover  ofl'cred  to  Sir  »John  Colborne  the  assist- 
ance of  the  ^lilitary  stationed  at  Jvingston. 

"Astlie24t]i  llepiment  (juits  the  barracks  at  this 
port  to-morrow,  about  six  thousand  st:ind  of  arms  and 
accoutrcnients  complete  will  rcfjuire  to  be  protected, 
and  the  Lieutenant  Governor  desires  mc  to  express  to 
you,  tliat  he  lias  very  ureat  ple;isure  in  otrcrinpr  to 
commit  this  hiirh  import;mt  trust  to  tlic  Loyalty  tiud 
fidelity  of  the  Mayor,  Alderman,  and  the  Common- 
alty of  the  City  of  Toronto. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ka., 

"  J.  JOoEl'II. 
'•  The  Worshipful 

''  The  Mayor  of  Toronto." 
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To  His  Kxc  Honey  Sir  Francis  J?o  ul  IRal,  B:iron^t, 
K.  C.  II.,  Ijiout'Miiiit  (lovenor  of  the  i*ro/inc)  ol' 
Uppor  Canada,  cV:c'.,  cV:c.,  &c. 


if  ■/ 
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"  M  ly  it  pleas  r  Your  Exc^^llcnoy  : 

'•'  Wo,  tljo  IMiiyor,  AliliM'inon,  anl  Co-.nnioinlty  of 
the  City  of  Toionto,  in  Coininon  Counsel  asseniijlotl, 
w.iit  upon  your  Ivxcclleney  ibr  tlie  ]>ur)to.si!  of  aclvnoNV- 
loilL'inL^-  the  receipt  of  the  connnunicition  wliicli  your 
Excellency  ]i;is  ben  pici  ised  to  tr.insmit  to  us,  ini'orniinj:; 
us  '  tint  in  conset{ucnco  of  the  disturbed  state  (»f  the 
Lower  ]*rovince,  your  Fixcellency  lias  cheerfully  con-  • 
scnted  to  the  wilhdrawal  of  Her  Majesty's  troops  I'roni 
Toronto;  that  in  cons  mjU  n -e  about  six  thousand  stand 
of  arnis  an^l  accoutrements  coni])lete  will  rcipiire  to  be 
protected,  and  that  your  Excellency  hafl  been  pleased 
to  commit  this  highly  iniportant  trust  to  the  loyalty 
and  fidelty  of  the  Mayor,  Aldci'men  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  Toronto. 

''  Whilst  we  deeply  de})lore  the  existence  of  a  state 
of  things  in  the  Ijower  J^rovincc  which  renders  it 
exp:^dient  to  call  for  additional  military  aid  to  protect 
the  ri<^hts  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  people,  and  to 
support  the  laws  of  the  land  in  that  colony,  we  c  inuot 
but  warmly  applaud  the  patriotic  determination  of 
your  Excellency  in  permitting  the  withdrawal  of  the 
whole  military  ibrce  of  this  Province  upon  the  present 
emergency. 

"  AVe  respectfully  assure  your  Excellency  that  we 
are  deeply  sensible  of  the  very  high  confidence  which 
your  Excellency  lias  been  pleased  to  repose  in  us,  in 
committing  this  very  important  trust  to  the  loyalty 
and  fidelity  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common- 
alty of  the  City  of  Toronto,  and  we  venture  to  assure 
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your  K\'C('ll(MK-y  that  this  conlidonce  will  not  i>rove  to  have 
been  misplaced. 

[i^liiucd.]  "  CJi;<>.  (IniNi'.iT,  M.tyor. 

*'  Council  Chauibjr,  ;;Oth  Oct..  iS:J7."" 

'' Toronto.  '.Wsf  Ocfoher,  1837.    '' 

'•  >^IR, — Sceini.,^  that  llcr  Majesty's  lloyal  Ti()o])shavo 
all  hili  tlu;  .seat  of  the  ( iDvernnient,  and  h:ivln;;'  had  a 
Volunteer  Company  of  youni;-  nuliliamen  of  this  city 
placed  uniler  my  command,  in  the  month  of  May,  IS'h), 
by  the  Lieut.  Covornor,  for  the  )>urj>o.-«e  of  beini;' drilled, 
I  bei^  leave  in  their  b. 'half  to  oiler  their  servic»'s  to  His 
E.xciilleiiey  the  Jiieutenant  (Jovernor,  to  be  emj)loyed  in 
furni.shin;/  the  usual  unard  for  the  (jlovernment  House,  or 
any  other  duty  which  His  J'].\c.'llency  may  l)e  [)leu.'::cd  to 
order.  "  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  t\:c., 

'•  Ja.MKS    FlT/OMJJlON. 

"  To  John  Jose})h,  K^<{.. 
"  Civil  Secretary." 

•'  GoVKllN.MENT    HorSE, 

"8 1st  October,  1837. 

"  Sill, — I  have  had  the  honor  to  lay  lay  before  His 
Excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  nnd  in  reply  I.  am  commanded  by  His 
Excellency  to  recjuest  that_^  you  will  convey  to  the 
Volunteer  Company  of  youn<j^  mihtiamen  of  this  city, 
placed  under  your  command  in  the  month  of  ^L^y, 
1836,  by  the  late  Ijieut.  Governor,  for  the  jiurpose  of 
being  drilled,  His  Excellency's  thanks  for  their  ])rompt 
offer  to  furnish  a  i^uaid  for  the  Government  House,  or 
to  perform  any  other  duty  which  His  Excellency  may  be 
pleased  to  order. 

jjj^ "  1  am  further  commaiuled  by  His  Excellency  to 
state,  that  in  case  the  lives  or  property  of  His  Majesty's 
.subjects  in  this  Province  should   re(juire   defence,  His 
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Kxcrlliiiicy  will  instantly  avail  liimsoir  of  tlio  services 
Avliiili  have  so  /(mIousIv  \)vc\\  ollcrcd  to  liini  ;  l»ut  ])l:ic- 
injj;  im}>licit  rdianeo  on  the  loyalty  ol*  tlu;  iuhaltitant.s  of 
UpjKT  (^iiiada,  tlio  Lieut.  Governor  must  declino  to  ac- 
coj)(  any  otli^M*  jvuvonal  jirotectloii  thin  tliat  wliich  the 
liiaws  allord  to  every  inhal»it;'nt  oi'this  nolilr  I'rosinec. 

"  1  have  the  honor  to  he,  ».S:e., 

'•  J.  JosErii. 

"  Coh)iiel  Fltzuil/won, 

'*  Coinniandinjj;  the  1st  Toronto  .Milltiu." 

i>Ir.  ])el)artzeh,  of  whom  tlu^rc  lias  hocn  cccasion 
previously  to  speak  more  tli'.n  onee,  and  who  had 
]r'.tn>ni/.ed,  as  a.lrea.dy  nieutinuMl,  if  not  published, 
the  ''  J-y/io  (In  y'^^.s,"  a  violent  aiiti  fi;overn]nent  and 
Jinti-Iirilish  paper,  printed  at  the  villai^e  Ov-bartzeh, 
the  place  of  his  residejice,  hut  who  at  !en_utli,  (-eeini; 
the  friL;hH'id  disorders  couiinii;  on,  in  conseijuenec  of 
the  polilieil  agitation  h(>  eiicoui\i:;ed,  had  set  hi,-;  facG 
against  the  duetrines  it  advoeutcd,  and  hid  beeoniC 
cxeeeainuly  obnoxious,  by  reason  tiiereof,  to  Ids  (juon- 
dam  partizms  tlie  "patriots."  lie  was  now  active  in 
exhortini:;  the  masses  in  his  vicinity  to  moderation, 
and  tlie  eni]'loynient  only  of  cons!;itutional  means  for 
the  redress  of  such  matters  as  they  deemed  grievances, 
and  doini>-  his  utmost  to  allay  the  passions  wddch  he 
witli  others  had  liclpcd  to  raise,  lint  all  his  efforts 
were  unavailinLT,  and  oiily  served  to  brln<j^  upon  him- 
self the  indignation  of  the  multitude  he  formerly  had 
swa3'ed,  and  who,  from  deeming  him  a  patriarch  ou 
whose  counsels  they  could  rely,  now  turned  upon 
him  as  an  aposi  do  and  traitor  to  the  cause,  and  one 
W'hom  it  would  be  a  virtue  to  seize,  if  not  innnolate. 
It  was  accordingly  determined  to  seize  upon  his  per- 
son, and  detain  him  as  an  hostage  for  the  safety  of 
any  of  their  own  associates  in  treason  who  might  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  government.     The  attempt  was 


services 
ut  |)l:ic- 
tants  of 
i(*  to  jic- 
lich  thi.' 
\  iiice. 


•;i:rii. 


wciM^ion 
lio  li:ij 
blislicd, 
cut  nnd 
bartzch, 

UMiee  of 
\iU  face 
become 
s  (|uon- 
letivc  in 
leratioii, 
?an.s  for 
Gvancos, 
liieli  he 
?  efforts 
on  kim- 
'rly  had 
arch  on 
1  upon 
lid  one 
imolate. 
lis  pe'r- 
ifcty  of 
-ht  fall 
iipt  was 


451 


nccordiii^ly  nude,  but  aware  of  their  iinr]io>e.  lu  pri- 
vately It'l't  bis  manorial  residiiice,  elh-etiMl  his  e.»c.ipo, 
and  trot  safely  into  Montriial."'- 

Warrants  liitvinir  at  len<.::th  Ix'fn  issued  (Ulth  Xo- 
vcniber)  apiinst  several  of  the  leading;  and  more 
active  patriots  In  the  city  of  Montreal,  on  charLre.s  of 
hiuh  tre;.so!i,  InehidinLi  Air.  I*apineau,  >ueh  of  them  as 
could  be  found  were  immediately  arrested  and  lodj^a^d 
in  prison.  Tbesc  were  Mes.^ieurs  Andre  (Inlniet  pre- 
sident ol'  "  FHh  fie  III  l/iln:i'te,"  A.  Dultiie.  an  fwplnjjr 
at  a  ta.vern  it  was  said,  c'rancjols  Tav(>rnier,  (leorj^e  Dc 
Boucher* lUe,  an  advocate.  Doctor  Slmartl,  and  a  student 
at  law  named  Leblane.  .^I«'ssrs.  l'apiiu»an.  ()'('alla|Ljh- 
an,  T.S.  IJrown,  Kodnlphe  i)e-Uivieres  and  ( )vide  I'er- 
rault,  «;ctlin^  wind  ol'  the  measures  in  preparation  for 
their  arrest,  evaded  the  II lull  Constable,  Mr.  Delisle, 
charLr('(l  with  the  writs,  and  escaped  from  town,  direct- 
ing their  course  towards  the  liichelieu,  where  the  mas- 
ses, thou_uh  not  yet  actuallvu]>  and  in  arms,  were  on  the 
qui  rice  and  ready  to  rise  at  tlu;  blddlni:"  <>f  their  chiefs. 

♦  Tlio  details  of  this  pcritlt'iiiiiii'.-^  (lig'.tiire  j^iveii  Ud  Tollowd 
in  tlio  Quebec  Mcrcvry  <ji  \\\G  'l'}\\\  November,  i^^37:  — 

•'  Muny  contru'licloiy  reports  li  ivc  bi.'eii  circulated  rcsicct- 
ing  the  dei)urture  of  Mr   Deburt/.eh  aiul  his  family  from  his  ' 
residercc  and   eslato,  but  the  fulluwinr,',    whieli  |\\  e  tnr  slate 
from  the  Populauc,  is,  n;e  believe,  a  correct  uurrutive  of  what 
occurred  on  the  occasion  : 

"  After  the  assembly  of  tlie  ?i.\  counties,  and  ^\hi!■:t  Mr. 
Dcbartzch  thou<^ht  liimself  in  fidl  security  with  hij  family, 
but  after  the  ngitatois  had  endeavoured  to  scanthili/e  the 
Church  of  St.  Charles,  on  the  reading  of  the  mandcment  of  the 
Bisho,  and  had  endcavoied  toestabliah  in  the  jiarish  a  branch 
of  the  iiost  ncb'e  order  of  the  "  Sons  of  Lbcry;^  a  report 
spread,  or  rather  the  report  was  ret  on  foot,  that  Mr.  Debart- 
zch  inten  ^ed  to  retire  from  the  village  ;  that  he  had  charter- 
ed a  steamboat  to  transport  all  his  moveables,  and  that  Ise 
was  about  to  seek  refuge,  under  the  wing  cf  authorityv  from 
the  vengeance  to  wdiich  the  harangues  of  Pajjineau  had  excited 
the  people  of  the  parishes  against  those  whom  he  iv'oclaimed 
as  the  enemies  of  the  jiatriotic  cause,  >o  called  by  him.  Mr. 
Debartzch  was  informed  that  preparations  were  making  in  the 
neighbouring  parishes  to  collect  a  party,  and  he  might  expect 
something  more  serious  than  a  charivari.     One  night,  about 
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The  Sciinc  evciiiiip:  lliat  these  nrrosls  look  ])l;i('0,  a 
party  consist  in n"  of"  eiLrhlcen  ol'  tlie  Vohmti'er  Cuvahy, 
was  (l('S])at('])('(l.  iimlcr  Jjieut.  JOnnatiiiucr.  to  St.  Joliii's 
atteiicled  by  a  constahlc.  to  aiTc^^t  two  inlinhitants  of 
tliat  place,  ^Fessrs.  .IJaviiruou  and  ])L'inaray,  charged 
with  treasonable  practices.  Ilavinu"  (|ui'.'tly  effected 
their  purpose,  tliey  left  St.  Jolm's.  on  their  return, a])oiit 
three  o'clock  the  f('llo^vin^•  moi-nini^'  taking'  the  road 
through  Chanibly  1"  LonLiueuil. 

Tlie  followiuLi;  is  a  re})ort  of  tlie  case,  taken  Prom  a 
Mftntreal  iie\vs|)a]ier: 

''  Not  far  iVoni  Cliandjly,  they  met  \viih  a  party  of 
about  ?>0  ])e]'sons,  variously  armed,  wlio.  however, 
went  off  as  they  approached.  At  about  a  mile  from 
Lon<'euil,  they  were  warned  bv  a  woman,  that  a 
hiru'C  party  ol'  m'Mi  was  in  w-aitinu'  for  them  a  Uttl;; 
further  on;  but  i'rom  some  cause  or  other  the  inior- 
inati(»n  was  disreuarded,  and  che  party  proceeded  as 
before.  Tlieo  h,>d  a  one  on  but  a  wry  short  dihtanco, 
when  they  found  lluMnselves  almost  close  to  a  body 
of  about  IJOO,  in  a  tield  on  the  lULiht  of  the  road, 
protected  by  a    hi_:>,h  fence,   and  armed    with  rifles  and 

eight  o'clock,  the  footsteps  of  a  nmnerous  crowd  were  heard 
aV)oul  his  house  ;  Mr.  Debartzeh  Avt'nt  out  in  Ids  veranda  and 
Faw,  before  tlie  gate  of  his  ground?,  a  i)arty  of  ]tr()bably  200 
persons,  many  of  whom  were  armed  ;  i*  was  dark,  however, 
and  it  was  difiicuU  to  identify  individuals. 

"  The  family  of  Mr.  Debirtzch  were  in  a  state  of  anxiety 
which  it  is  diflicult  to  describe,  but  he  retained  his  calmness 
and  self-possession,  and  remained  nr shaken  ;  he  continut  d  to 
walk  in  tlie  veranda,  and  saw  a  gun  presented  at  him,  which 
was  sna])i.ed,  but  fortunately  only  burnt  the  priming.  These 
people  remained  for  a  considerable  time  before  the  house  ;  at 
length  a  voice  cried  out,  "  It  appears  that  he  does  not  set  out 
on  his  journey  to  night ;  we  will  return  again," 

"  The  night  was  ))as3ed  by  the  family  in  a  state  difficult  to 
describe,  and  which  was  only  relieved  by  the  courageous 
conduct  of  the  master  of  the  house.  ''  'Tlie  next  day  a  nu- 
merous party,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  ex-Mnjor 
Dvolet,  Dr.  Duvert  and  many  others,  posted  themselves  in  the 
Village,  and  sent  ns  their  herald  one  Marchesseault.  One 
of  the  daughters  of  Mr.  Debartzch,  being  excited  with  unusual 
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muskets.  The  parly  in  advance  move  1  nu  to  p  iss  tlieni , 
butwas  received  bya  heavy-fire, wiiicli  it  was  impossible  iur 
thciii  to  return  with  efil'ct,  arnicd  as  they  were  with  pis- 
tols only,  and  from  a  body  \\liieh,  on  account  of  the  liigli 
fence,  thev  could  not  charL:e  ^ word  in  hand.  1  'nder  the;c 
circumstances, they  fell  back  on  the  main  bixly  orth(q)arty 
tho'a*j;li  not  until  several  shots  liad  told  with  cllcct  upon 
them.  liieut.  Ki-inatin<ixr  was  woui.ded  v>ith  duck-shot 
in  the  face  and  below  the  shoulder,  ?dr.  Sharp  received 
a  bullet  throuj^h  the  leg,  a  little  below  the  knro,  and  Mr, 
John  P.  Ashton  also  also  received  a  slight  wound  from  a 
slug.  Mr.  John  ?Jolson,  junior,  lia<l  a  narrow  eseapc  for 
his  life,  ab'.dlet  passing  tlirough  hisc;p  and  grazed  his 
head.  Mr.  J(.tshu.*i  Woodhuu.  e  aiso  was  W(»undcd severe- 
ly. Several  of  the  horses  were  more  or  less  wounded.  In 
turning  to  retreat,  the  wagon  in  which  the  constable  and 
the  two  prisoners  were,  was  upset  and  necessarily  ksi't  be- 
hind by  the  cavalry,  wlio  then  made  their  way  into  Long- 
cuil,  across  the  fields.  On  ariivIngtUere,tliey  found  a  de- 
tachment of  two  companies  from  the  32nd  Jiegiment  under 

courage  at  tlie  ai>p('arance  of'airan  who  owed  all  lie  had  to  ttie 
protection  and  generosity  of  ,Mr.  Debartzch,  cried  out,  "  My 
dear  father,  I  hope  you  have  too  much  re-pcct  for  yourself  to 
hold  any  communication  with  so  low  a  fellow  as  I  see  before 
you."  Marchesseault  dropped  his  head  like  a  criminal  struck 
te  the  eartb.  on  hearing  the  sentence  the  judge  is  pronouncing 
upon  him.  Mr.  Debartzch  replied,  "  Never  mind,  my  dear,  I 
shall  not  forget  what  I  ought  to  do,  and  am  iully  sensible  of 
your  filial  aflecticn  under  such  trying  circumstances. 

"  '  Marchi-sseault  then  ventured  to  lift  his  eyes  halfway, 
and  faltered  out,  "  that  there  were  painful  moments  in  life  ; 
that  he  never  should  forget  what  he  owed  to  Mr.  Debart/.ch, 
but  that  the  good  of  his  country  was  above  all  consideration, 
that  he  was  deputed  by  the  i)eoide  to  demand  from  .Mr.  De- 
bartzch a  plain  declaration,  that  he  had  not  aiivised  the  gov- 
ernment to  arrest  the  signers  of  the  address,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  six  counties.  That  without  such  decUration  he  was  sorry 
to  say  he  could  not  be  accountable  for  the  consequences.'  Mr. 
Debartzch  could  honesily  do  so,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
declaring,  as  was  recpiired  of  him,  in  writing,  provided  the 
leaders  of  the  party  signed  a  passpost  that  should  secure  him- 
self anl  family  a  safe  pas^nge  to   Montreal  wi'bout  insult  to 
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Major  Reid,  wlio  had  been  despatched  at  an  early  hour 
from  Montreal,  to  receive  and  support  them  in  case  of 
necessity,  but  whose  orders  had  unfortunately  directed 
him  not  to  proceed  beyond  Longucuil.  The  prisoners  had, 
however,  then  made  their  escape,  and  the  whole  body  rc- 
tunicd  to  the  city  for  further  orders  Some  two  hours 
afterwards,  Constable  Malo  returned  to  the  city,  report- 
ino;  none  others  killed  or  wounded,  and  of  course  without 
his  prisoners." 

This  was  the  first  arinod  rcsistanco  to  the  laws,  and  the 
success  of  it,  of  course,  elated  the  patriots  beyond  mea- 
sure, inspiring  thcni  with  an  undue  confidence  in  their 
strength  and  prowess,  which  they  shortly  after  found  to 
be  premature.  The  rescuing  party  was  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  l^onavcuture  Vig«^r,  assisted  by  Doctor 
Kimber,  of  Chaiiibly. 

The  flight  of  Mr.  Papineau  and  several  of  his  more 
prominent  colleagues  from  ^Tontreal,  was  a  signal  for  the 
gathering  of  ti;e  masses  on  the  Uichelicu.  A  considerable 
body  of  patriots  accordingly'-  assembled  at  the  village 
Debartzcli.  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Charles,  taking  posses- 

raolestatJon.  AIjii  chesseaull  earned  back  this  answer  ;  a  con- 
sultation was  held,  but  it  is  supposed  the  leaders  were  cauti- 
ous in  givingsuch  a  passport,  as  it  might  furnish  proof  of  their 
insurrection,  for  Marcliesseault  returned  with  an  answer,  that 
they  would  be  contented  if  Mr.  Debiirtzch  would  pledge  his 
word  to  the  same  tlftct.  The  party  withdrew  shortly  after- 
wards. 

"'In  the  course  of  tlie  day  fresh  movements  were  made 
amongst  the  insurgents  ;  the  most  contradictory  repon^  were 
circulated,  and  menaces  of  burning  nd  pillage  were  not  spar" 
ed  ;  several  persons  came  to  Mr.  Debartzch  to  persuade  him 
to  leave  his  house,  urging  Tipon  him  that  his  family  would  be 
exposed  to  less  danger  than  he  would  encounter,  and  tliat  a 
moment's  delay  might  render  his  retreat  impossible.  Over- 
come by  these  remarks  and  by  the  urgent  sol:  •'  .tion  of  his 
family,  Mr.  Debartzch  consented  to  withdraw,  and  set  out 
about  night-fall.' 

"'  On  tlie  day  next  but  one  a  steamboat,  chartered  by  Mr. 
Debart/.ch,  arrived  to  bring  away  all  his  family,  and  they  even- 
tually ariived  in  safety  at  Montreal,  grafeful  tliat  under  Pro- 
vidence they  had  escaj)ed  the  dangers  by  which  they  were  sur- 
rounded.' '' 


ri 


«»• 


455 


dircc- 


a  con* 


sion  of  the  Manor  Houpc,  which  Mr.  Dcbartzch  had 
hitely  abandoned,  throwinti;  up  also  a  rouL:;h  brea.stwork: 
of  lo<rs  and  timber  round  the  villnire  to  prevent  surprise 
and  by  way  of  defence  acjainst  troops  that  niiuht  be 
sent  to  dislodge  them.  This  was,  it  seems,  to  be  the 
head  quarters  of  the  insur<»:ent  or  patriotic  army,  south 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  of  which  Mr.  Tliomns  S.  Brown 
now  assumed  the  command,  by  authority,  it  was  suppos- 
ed, of  the  permanent  Central  Conunittee  of  M(tntreal,or 
bv  domination  of  Mr.  Tapineau  himself.  The  commis- 
sariat, to  .subsist  this  assembhiLie  of  some  GOd  to  SOO 
habitants,  was  supplied  by  plunder  collected  by 
marauding  parties  under  the  orders  of  the  commander 
of  the  so  called  patriotic  army,  who,  it  was  said 
succeeded  in  deprivinu-  severed  of  his  mercantile  ac- 
quaiutaces  at  i^lontreal  of  considerable  (juantites  of 
grain  and  flour,  which  they  recently  l\ad  purehasi'd 
from  the  farmers  in  that  quarter,  iind  stored,  to  be 
forwai'ded  in  course  of  the  autumn  to  Moutieal  in 
lighters  or  small  river  cra{'t.-^ 

The  following  shews  the  spirit  \]\:\t  actuated  the  loy- 
alists at  Montreal  : — 

•'.Montreal,  {Ilcrdhl)  Nov.  25. 

"  The  iiitolligencc   fmm    the   country    has  converted 

*  '*  Ycsicrday  Mr.  i'crrin  ofSt.  Aiitoine.  shippt-d  .some  wheat 
in  boats  to  the  care  of  Me-srs  Dempster  it  Rodg'T,  of  tlii.s  city, 
but  a  portion  of  it  was  seized  for  the  patriotic  anny  by  Mr.  T. 
S.  Brown,  who  appears  now  to  have  charge  of  the  Coninii.jsa- 
riat.  Inforniation  wag  received  in  town  yesterday  that  Papi- 
neaii  slept  on  Tuesday  evening  at  theliouse  of  Wolfred  Nelson, 
and  that  he  is  now  at  St.  Charles  along  with  U'Callaghan, 
]3rown,  Des  Rivier.^s,  Gauvin,  Cartier,  IJcaubicn,  Duveruay. 
Louis  Perrault,  and  several  otlicr  rebels. 

'•  The  rebels,  under  the  command  of  Mr  T.  S.  Brown,  have 
laid  an  embargo  on  all  the  gra-n  in  the  district  in  which  they 
have  taken  up  their  quarters.  A  clerk  of  Messrs.  Dempster 
and  Rodger's  was  sent  a  few  dnys  ago  to  superi:it<}nd  the  ship- 
ment of  a  considerable  quantity  ot  wheat  from  St.  Antoine, 
but  was  iuformed  by  Mr.  Brown  that  he  could  not  allow  it  to 
leave  the  ^ :!ace  where  it  was  stored,  as  he  was  seizing  all  the 
-rain  he  could  find  tor  the  patriotic  army  :  he   also  sent  his 
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thi;?  city  into  a  barrack.  All  tlio  wards  aro  armed, 
and  the  V(jluutcer  brioadcs  have  pretty  ■well  coin- 
piete*!  their  or^auizatiou.  In  the  remote  contin<];eney 
of  any  attack  o)i  the  city,  tliere  will  be  no  want  of  arms 
or  of  men  to  wield  them  ;  but,  as  discipline  is  absolutely 
requisite  to  make  the  lew  e(jual  to  the  many,  we  cannot 
too  Htroniily  impress*  on  the  jjowers  that  be  the  necessity 
of  reiiularly  drilliiHi;  all  ihe  volunteers,  and  of  as  regular- 
ly  payin;^'  all  such  as  may  stand  in  need  ol  any."' 

A  consideralile  musleviii.Li"  of  the  patriotic  forces  now^ 
took  ]>lace  at  St.  J)enis,  on  the  river  Chambly.  under  thr? 
directioii  of  Doctor  WollVed  Nelson,  Avho  having  lor  many 
years  resided  in  that  parish,  where,  besides  practising  his 
profession,  he  cari  'cd  on  a  brewery  and  dislillery  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale,  was  popular  among  his  neighbours  and  ti>e 
yeomanry  oi'  theadjacent  parislies,  and  distiiiguished  au'  > 
as  a  devoted  and  active  partisan  of  Mr.  Pa})ineau,  and 
staunch  patriot  in  the  prevailing  sense  oi  ti^e  word, 

►Shortly  lifter  the  rescue  of  Messrs.  Davignon  ?vnd  De- 

m- 


re- 


mara}^,  the  following  appeared  in  the  public  papers, 
cd  by  several  magistrates  of  French  or  fo  rei/'  origir; 
sidcnt  in  3Iontreid  : — 

To  the  hilvihltanta  oj  iho  Drtrict  of  Montreal'. 

"  As  mngistrates  and  <".,?is^rv  .tors  of  the  peace  of 
Her  most  gracious  Majesty  in  thi^:  district,  we  con- 
ceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  anticipate  ihc  serious  events 

com])liments  to  several  of  his  quondam  friends  in  town  that 
lie  would  be  happy  to  S5C  them  at  St.  Charles,  where  Mr. 
Deb.irizch  had  kfta  large  supply  of  fat  turkeys,  p'gs,  geese, 
&c.,  and  had  besides  an  excellent  stocked  wine  cellar. 

"  We  understand  from  the  Hera  d  of  this  morning,  that  Mr. 
Chaliers  of  St.  Cesaire,  the  magistrate  who  had  become  so  ob- 
noxious to  the  intimidators  of  that  place,  in  consequence  of  his 
refusal  to  give  up  his  commission,  has  been  obliged  to  fly  for 
hisl'fe,  and  leave  his  house  and  property  to  the  mercy  of  his 
enemies.  Shortly  afier  he  went  away,  about  a  hundred  and 
fifty  armed  men  entered  his  house,  eight  of  whom  presented 
the''-  guns  to  Mr.  Cnalfers'  clerk,  in  order  to  induce  him  to 
t-:ll  whtr;  bis  master  had  gone  to." — Montreat  Gazette. 
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wliieli  tlirciiton  the  public  tran<|niility.  and,  in  a 
fatherly  foelinj;,  to  warn  you  of  the  danger  you  will 
incur  if  you  allow  yourselves  to  be  lonirer  deceived, 
as  well  as  of  the  [mnishment  that  may  fall  upon  ytm 
if  you  continue  a  contest  as  parricidal  a>  it  js  unlaw- 
ful. 

''  The  officers  of  justice  liave  been  fired  ujx)n  in 
the  pcrforiiiance  of  tlieir  painful  duty  ;  prisoners  who 
liad  been  hiwfully  arrested,  that  they  miiiht  be  tried 
by  the  tribuntds  of  their  country,  have  been  liberated, 
these  are  irrave  olfences,  and  draw  after  tliem  the 
most  severe  punishment  upon  those  who  have  been 
guilty  of  their  commission. 

'•  It  is  not  you,  inliabitants  of  the  country,  natu- 
rally peaceable  in  your  habits,  who  have  voluntarily 
opposed  yourselves  to  justice;  but  it  is  those  perfi- 
dious men  who  have  pushed  on  some  isolated  indi- 
viduals to  commit  these  acts  unworthy  of  those  who 
know  how  to  respect  the   public   peace   and  the  laws. 

''Wc  exhort  you  not  only  aitainst  all  violent  pro- 
ceedings, but  also  to  return  (piietly  to  your  own 
hearths  and  to  your  family,  in  whose  bos(^m  you  will 
be  free  from  molestatior.  It  is  by  conimittintj^  your- 
selves to  the  protection  of  the  law  and  the  British 
Government,  that  you  will  succeed  iu  bringing  back 
peace  and  prosperity  to  your  C(»untry.  Already  are  we 
informed  that  several  parishes  which  had  jz<  lO  astray 
have  returned  from  their  wandering  and  re}»<  d  of  their 
error. 

"If  our  voices  were  not  well  known,  if  ♦here  w;>s  a 
reluctance  to  listen  to  reason,  still  it  woiad,  n<'verthe- 
less,  be  our  duty  to  warn  you  that  neitl  ;  the  military 
force,  nor  the  civil  authorities,  can  be  as.-ailcd  with  im- 
punity, and  that  tlie  vengeance  of  the  law  will  be  as 
prompt  as  it  will  be  terrible.  The  aggressors  will  be- 
come the  victims  of  their  temerity,  and  they  will  owe 
the  misfortunes  which  will  fall  upon  their  heads  only  to 
their  own  obstinacv.     Those  wlu)  urue  yo'i  to  these  ex- 
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ccssts  are  not  your  true  frknds.  They  lia\e  already 
abandoned  you,  and  will  a^'ain  abandon  you  in  tbe  mo- 
ment* of  danger,  whilst  we  would  recall  you  to  the  paths 
of  peace  believe  ourselves  to  be  the  most  devoted  ser- 
vants of  .our  country."-^^ 

On  this  occasion  a  "  Genoral  Order"    was   issued, ou 
the  21st  November,  as  follows  :  — 

'•  Head  Qi  auters, 

'•  G.  0.  Montreal,  Xovcmhci-  21 ,  1837. 

"  The  Lieuten;int  General  (V>minandin<^  desires 
that  officers  coninianding  military  stations  will  circu- 
late as  widely  as  possible  the  aecumpanyino:  copies  of 
an  Address  from  the  magistrates  of  Montreal  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  jMontreal  district :  and  that  they  will 
take  every  ojiportunity  of  impressing  upon  the  minds 
of  the  peasantry,  that  troops  have  been  collected  solely 
for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  loyal 
inhabitants;  and  that  all  those  who  remain  ([uietly  and 
peaceably  in  their  houses,  will  be  protected  and  secured 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  h(vmes.  and  that  every 
man  found  hi  arniS,  without. authority,  or  oifering  resis- 
tance to  the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  v.'ill  be  treated  w'ith 
the  utmost 


''gour. 


''  John  Eden, 
''  Lieut.  Colonel,  Dy.  Adjt.  Genl." 

But  a  much  more  noble  document  than  the  above 
was  presented,  on  the  24th  November,  to  the  Gover- 
nor at  Quebec,  by  a  uumber  of  truly  patriotic  gen- 
tlemen, whose  names  deserve  to  be  recorded  m  letters 
of  gold,  for   the  admiration  and    respect  of  posterity : 

• 

•  D.  B-  Yiger,  Pierre  DeRochcbldve,  Louis  Ougj',  Edouard 
M.  Leprohon,  Ftienne  Giigy,  P.  R.  Leclare,  William  B.  Do- 
nepani,  Chas.  J.  Rodier,  Alexis  Leframboise,  Jules  Quesnel, 
Felix  ISouligtiy,  P.  J   Lacruix,  N.  E.  Barrou. 
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''  Quebec,  24th  Xovemha',  1837. 

"  Sir, — In  the  present  state  of  the  Province,  we 
the  undersigned,  bea;  to  tender  our  service  as  Volun- 
teers in  aid  of  Her  ^lajesty's  Government,  to  be  enroll- 
ed as  a  corps  of  Light  Infantry,  or  in  any  way  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  i'l  Chief  may  direct. 

"  We  want  neither  pay  or  allowances,  and  will  serve 
under  any  officers  His  Excellency  may  appoint. 

''  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

''John  Frascr,  A.  Simpson,  Jamos  Sonly,  James 
Hamilton,  ]lobcrt  3Iaxwcll.  IMiilip  Holland,  W.  Tre- 
main,  Chas.  Poston,  Chas.  Poston,  jun..  U.  M.  l^ong- 
muir,  William  Penny,  David  Young,  William  Price, 
James  Bell  Forsyth,  J).  JJurnet,  W.  H.  A.  J)avis, 
Pvobert  Shaw,  Thomas  Morkill,  William  Kamstiy,  W. 
Stevenson,  M.  Stevenson,  Thos.  C.  Lee,  H.  Biirstall, 
J.  Charlton  Fisher,  Jno.  Thompson,  Edward  Ross, 
R.  P.  Ross,  Jas.  H.  Tubby,  U.  W.  (^.ibsone,  G.  F. 
Gibsonc,  W.  D.  Hupont,  Wm.  A.  Cupp;it>e,  William 
Crcelman,  Paul  Lepper,  E.  Jjane,  R.  Chalmers,  A. 
Lcnfesty,  Richard  Wainwright,  E.  E.  Holt,  G.  W. 
Thomas,  W.  C.  Henderson,  A,  G.  Stewart,  G.  Forrest, 
Jamc  Dean,  Goo.  Mountain,  James  Burns,  Adam 
Burns,  James  B.  Edie,  A.  Laurie,  Rice  Meredith, 
Thomas  Jackson,  John  Sinclair,  D.  J.  Graddon,  IL 
Le  Mesurior,  J.  Tos.  Rollo,  W.  H.  D.  Jeffory,  Henry 
Sharpies,  J.  S.  [Campbell.  Jamos  Gibb,  J.  VV.  Loay- 
craft.  And.  McGill,  A.  Boli,  Jno.  Bonner,  And.  H. 
Young,  A.  Jno.  Maxham,  G.  H.  Parke.  ^)m\.  Mc. 
Pherson,  Jas.  G.  Ross,  Geo.  S.  ]*ierce.  W.  Lampson. 
''  To  S.  Walcott,  Es(i.,  &e.,  <tc.,  &c." 

"  CAsir.E  OF  St.  Lkwis, 
"  Qi'EiiEc,  l^T/A  Moitmhf:,\  1837. 

''Gentlemen, — Having  .submitted  to  His  p]xcel- 
lency  the  Governor  in  Chief  the  letter  dated  the  24:th 
instant,  and  signed  by  you  and  a  number  of  other 
highly   respectable   inhabitants  of  this  city,    tendering 
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your  gratuiton,^  scrvioos  as  Volmitc.ers,  to  bo  enrolled 
as  a  corps  of  lii^lit  IiifMntry  in  aid  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  I  have  been  directed  by  His  Excellency 
to  assure  you  that  he  accepts  with  great  pleasure 
and  satif^faction  the  offrr  you  have  so  handsomely  made 
on  this  occasion,  and  most  willingly  sanctions  the  forma- 
tion of  four  companies  of  (iO  to  80  men  each,  two  of 
such  companies  ti)  })e  rifle  companies,  and  the  wh'^le  to 
be  culled  the  '■  Quebec  Light  Infantry  Corps."' 

''  I  am  further  to  aciiualnt  you  that  TTis  Excellency 
has  been  ple:is(id  to  appoint  the  folkiwing  gentlemen  to 
officer  such  corps,  viz  : — 

J.  S.  Campbell,  Esq.,  to  be  Captain. 

Thomas  Froste,  Es(p,  to  be  Lieutenant. 

Paul  Lepper,  Esq.,  to  be  Ensign — in  the  First  Cnm- 

pantj. 
A,  Simpson,  Esq.,  to  be  Captain. 
H.  Sharpies,  Esq.,  to  be  Lieutenant. 
E.  II.  Davidson,  Esq.,  to  be  Ensign — in  the  Second 

Comjmny. 
J  .'m  Young,  Esq.,  to  be  Captain. 
II.  J.  Noad,  Es(|.,  to  be  Ensign— in  the  Third  Com- 

paiii/. 
G.  B.  Cullen,  Esq.,  to  be  Captain. 
Wra.  K,  Baird,  Esq.,  to  be  Lieutenant,  and 
Mr.  J.  Martyn,  to  ])e  Ensign— in  the  Fourth  Com- 
pany. 

The  two  last  companies  to  be  rifle  companies. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  Walcott,  Civil  Secretary. 
To  W.  Price,  &c. 

The  loyal  of  tlie  citizens  of  Quebec  accordingly 
formed  themselves  into  military  corps,  the  Parliament 
Buildinj.*;  being  assigned  them  as  a  drill  house,  and  they 
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gi'atiiitonsly  did  the  garrison  duties  duriiif^  the  whole 
winter.  The  patriots  of  this  eity.  though  galled  at  the 
gallant  conduct  of  their  fellow-suhjeetH  of  British  ori- 
gin, Avere  ([uiet,  and  affected  even  tolutld  loyal  meetiuL's 
but  not  until  after  the  affair  at  St.  (^harles  we  are 
presently  to  notice.  At  these  meetings,  howevi'r,  not- 
withstanding the  endeavours  at  sell- constraint,  the  true 
feeling  occasionally  burst  forth  and  but  too  evidently  ap- 
peared. 

We  are  now  to  notice  the  military  proceedings 
which  took  place  in  conse((uence  of  the  assi'inbling 
of  the  patriots  and  the  open  rebellion  that  had  rictually 
broken  out  in  the  district  of  Montreal.  The  day 
after  the  rescue  of  Paviuiion  and  Demaray,  four  com- 
panics  of  the  1st  or  Koyal  Regiment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wetherall,  accompanied  by 
a  small  detachment  of  Artillery,  with  two  field  pieces, 
under  Captain  Glasgow,  and  some  IG  to  20  of  Captain 
David's  3Iontreal  Volunteer  Cavalry,  crossed  from 
Montreal  to  Longueuil,  attended  by  the  Deputy  Sheriflf', 
Mr.  Duchesnay,  and  Messieurs  S.  Hellingham  and  P. 
E.  Leclerc,  magistrates.  They  inunediately  went  on  to 
Fort  Chandily,  where  they  took  quarters  for  tlie  nioment, 
awaiting  further  orders.  They  were  not  entirely  unop- 
posed on  the  march,  as,  from  the  following  sketch  of  it, 
probably  by  one  of  the  party,  may  be  collected  : — 

"The  spot  where  the  attack  was  made  on  Friday 
upon  the  cavalry,  is,  as  we  now  learn  from  })arties 
who  have  since  gone  over  the  ground,  from  two  or 
three  miles  out  of  Longueuil.  On  arriving  at  the 
place,  the  detachment  found  the  wagon  in  which 
the  prisoners  had  been  conveyed,  lying  by  the  road- 
side, a  dead  horse  in  the  road,  and  tracks  of  blood 
in  the  field  where  the  a>sailants  had  been  posted ; 
from  which  it  would  appear  that  some  execution  was 
done  by  the  fire,  of  the  cavalry   previous   to  their  re- 
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treat.  The  houses  aud  barns  by  the  road-side,  from 
which  the  cavalry  liad  been  fired  upon  in  their  re- 
treat, were  all  found  with  the  doors  and  window- 
shutters  nailed  up.  A  careful  search  wius  of  course 
made,  but  thoufjjh  the  fires  were  still  burning  in  some 
of  them,  there  were  neither  weapons  nor  inmates  to 
be  found  in  any.  The  party  then  proceeded  along 
the  road,  finding  the  liouses,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tiontr  only,  deserted,  and  uniformly  without  arms  in 
them.  Hcouts  were  frequently  s(>en  mo\nitcd,  and 
riding  down  the  several  concession  roads  towards  the 
main  road  ;  but  on  sight  of  the  troops,  they  uniformly 
started- off  again.  An  individual  who  was  met  upon 
the  main  road,  stated  that  as  he  came  along  he  had 
seen  numbersof  men,  women  and  children,  leaving 
the  ^houses  along  the  road,  and  going  off  right  and 
left,  and  men  mostly  armed.  About  six  miles  from 
Chambly  a  man  was  overtaken  on  the  road,  armed. 
When  arrested,  he  admitted  that  he  had  turned  out 
to  join  a  j)arty  thai  was  designed  to  intercc])t  the  troops. 
About  a  mile  further,  the  car.ilry.  who  were  in  advance 
of  the  main  body,  gave  chase  to  a  party  of  about  30 
armcvl  horsemen,  whom  thcvsaw  at  some  distance  before 
them,  and  who  made  off  immediately  at  full  s})eed,  turn- 
ing to  the  left  up  a  concession  road  towards  the  liellocil 
mountain.  After  a  mile  and  a  half  of  hard  riding,  most 
of  them  took  to  the  woods,  while  the  remainder  made 
their  escape  along  the  road.  A  company  of  the  infantry 
coming  up.  were  then  ordered  into  the  bush,  the  cavalry 
being  drawn  up  along  the  edge  to  cut  off  such  as 
might  be  driven  out.  Some  twenty  or  thirty  shots 
were  exchanged,  with  what  effect  on  the  rebels  Is 
not  known,  and  two  prisoners  named  3Iongeau,  father 
and  son,  and  four  norses,  were  taken.  None  of  the 
soldiers  were  hurt.  The  elder  3Iongeau,  when  taken, 
was  armed  with  a  horse  pistol,  the  younger  with  a 
fusil.     Both    had    a    good    supj)ly    of  ball-catridge,    a 
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part  of  which  thoy  dechired  to  luive  been  sorvod  out 
to  thoin  by  Dr.  Kimbcr,  of  Ch;Mnbly,  one  of  tlie 
missui^  heroes  of  the  revolution,  wliose  present  haflc 
is  by  many  shrewdly  conjectured  to  be  south  of  the 
line  45°.  On  arrivin<;  at  Hooth's  tavern,  not  far  from 
Chambly,  a  party  of  about  lOO  men  were  found 
posted  just  beyond  the  bridji;e ;  but  they  made  off  so 
last,  as  the  troops  came  u}»,  that  only  four  of  them 
were  taken.  The  party  reached  Chambly  with  their 
seven  prisoners  a  little  al'ter  sun-down.  From  the 
<2;cncral  statements  made  by  the  prisoners,  it  is  evi- 
dei»t  that  a  larije  body  of  men  had  been  called  out  to 
oppose  the  troops,  aitd  that  couraL^',  rather  than 
numbers,  was  wantinLi;  to  induce ^them  to  attempt  it. 
The  two  Mon_!j;oaus,  we  understand,  are  identified  as 
having  betMi  of  the  party  that  tired  on  the  cavalry  on 
Friday.  The  two  magistrates  and  the  deputy  sheriff 
returned  on  Saturday  to  tlie  city.  The  trooj>s,  with 
their  pri  o'ners,  who  are  placed  in  separate  confinement, 
remain  at  Chambly." 

It  being  now  ascertained  that  the  patriots  were 
collected  in  considerable  numbers^  as  well  at  St. 
Denis,  where  Doctor  WolfVed  Nelson  was  the  leading 
man,  as  at  St,  Charles,  (village  Debartzch,)  iuider 
Mr.  Thomas  St<.)rro\v  Brown,  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary to  take  measures  to  dis])erse  these  assemblages 
and  to  apprehend  their  chief's.  Accordingly  three 
companies,  besides  those  that  hud  proceeded  to  Fort 
Chandjly,  of  the  24th  and  o2ud  Kegiments.  one  field- 
piece,  and  a  small  detachment  of  the  Montreal  Cav- 
alry, under  the  commarid  of  Cokmcl  Gore,  were  em- 
barked on  the  22nd  November,  on  board  the  steam- 
boat St.  Ceorge,  (C.  L.  Armstrong,  master,)  for 
Sorel,  as  the  most  expeditious  route  to  St,  Cliarles; 
Lieut.  Col.  Wetherall.  stationed  at  Ch.mibly,  had  been 
furnished  with  instructions  to  march,  with  the  Koyals, 
upon  ^he  same  point,  .^o  as  to  meet  and  from  a  junction 
with  the  force  under   Colonel  CJon;.     The  troo})S  un- 
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dcr  Colnnol  (J ore  wore  landed  at  Sorcl  on  the  same 
nif^lit,  and  about  tcni  o'clock,  notwithstanding]^  the 
darkness  of  the  ni<;lit,  and  the  extreme  inclemency 
of  the  weatlicr ;  the  wind  bein«»  Sfjnnlly  and  tem- 
pcHtuous.  with  frofjuent  sliowers  of  sleet  and  rain, 
they,  with  the  addition  of  tlie  li^'lit  company  of 
the  66th,  under  Captain  Crompton,  stationed  at 
Sorel,  were  marclied  towards  tlu;  supposed  seat  of 
the  enemy.  The  roads,  as  they  always  are  at  this 
period  of  the  yenr,  were  in  a  horrid  condition,  and 
the  n<ud  and  water,  durimr  almost  tlie  wiiole  march, 
were  knee  deep.  After  an  unexampled  and  truly 
hara.sjsinp:  march  of  about  twelve  hours,  the  troops 
arrived  in  the  neitrhbourhood  of  the  villa<j^e  of  St. 
Denis  at  about  ten  o'clock  on  Thursday  morninc^.  A 
picket  of  the  cavalry  b«^ing  at  this  time  in  advance, 
and  makint;  two  prisoners  of  the  patriotic  party, brought 
them  in  to  Colonel  Gore,  who  learned  froTu  them  that 
the  insurgents  werei>osted  in  great  force  in  \hc  village 
of  St.  Denis. 

"  The  necessary  orders  weie  then  given  for  the 
troops  to  advance,  an  order  which  was  promptly 
obeyed,  notwithstanding  the  harassing  and  fatiguing 
march  of  the  night.  Towards  the  nortli-eastern  en- 
trance of  tlie  village  of  8t.  Denis,  there  is  a  large  stone 
house  of  three  or  four  stories,  which  was  discovered 
to  be  full  of  armed  men,  who  opened  a  sharp  and  gal- 
ling fire  upon  the  troops.  The  skirmishing  party  here 
consisted  of  the  light  company  of  the  82nd,  under 
Captain  Markham.  Within  a  ((uarter  of  an  hour 
after  the  firing  conmienced.  Captain  Markam  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  leg ;  and,  almost  at  the  same 
moment,  received  two  dangerous  wounds  in  the 
neck,  which  brought  him  to  the  ground.  In  con- 
veying him  to  the  rear,  lie  received  another  wound, 
a  proof  of  the  dexterity  and  precision  of  the  fire  kept 
up  by  the  patriots.  It  was  found  by  Colonel  Gore  that 
the    infantry,    deprived   of  the   assistance   of   Colonel 
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Weilierair.s  lorcc,  wa.>  inadcMjuate  (o  Cnpe  with  tlie  ter- 
rible tire  oriiiuskotry  that  was  ko\){  up  and  (lirectcd 
agaiiiHt  thoui  from  the  stone  house.  J' lie  tield-juecc, 
accordingly,  was  brouuht  to  bear  upon  this  i'ort  of  the 
iusurjicnt  army,  and  injured  it  considerably,  sendinj^; 
many  oi' tlic  inmates  to  their  tinal  account.  Notwith- 
standui;::,  as  the  ammunition  was  nearly  exiiaustcd,  it 
was  deemed  prudent  to  retin;.  in  ohKm'  to  maintain  the 
communication  with  >^oivl,  as  many  of  the  inhabitants 
were  seen  gatherinii"  from  all  directions  to  the  s^cene  of 
action.  At  about  half-past  two  in  the  al'ternoon,  the 
order  to  fall  back  was  jj;iven,  and  with  the  loss  of  six 
men  kille(l  and  ten  wounded,  a  retreat  was  connncnced. 
The  roads  v/ere  so  bad  it  was  im]K)ssil>le  to  }:et  fur- 
ther than  ihrec  miles  that  niulit  ;  and  ColoneKiore  was 
under  tlie  necessity  of  bivouaekinu  till  dayli^^ht  ol"  Fri- 
day morning-  (2ltli),  when  he  a^rain  commeticed  his 
march  upon  Surel,  which  iu'  reached  that  ufieii'oon.  " 

The  J)epuly  SheriiF,  Mr.  Juchereau  Duchesnay, 
charged  witii  warrants  to  ap))rehend  Doctor  Wolfred 
Nelson  and  others,  ol'  fc^t.  Denis  and  the  neiiihbour- 
hood,  Ibr  t.eusonable  ]»ractices,  aecom]»anied  the  ex- 
pedition. The  precise  loss  of  tiie  patriots  on  the 
occasion  lias  never  been  distinctly  stated,  though 
several     nnist    have    fallen."-'^       Among     these,   Ovide 

•  I  have  but  very  recently  obtained  from  agentUnian,  who 
>va3  with  the  patriots  at  St.  Denis  and  enguged  on  their  side 
in  this  atlion,  the  following-  statdnent,  which  I  am  satisfied 
is  correct  as  to  the  number  of  patriots  slain,  and  which  is  not 
80  considrrable  as  when  the  above  was  wiitten  it  was  under- 
stood to  have  been.  According  to  the  following,  the  first 
shot  it  seems  came  from  the  troops. 

Names  of  persons  killed  at  St.  Denis  the  23ril  Nov.,  1B37  ; 

Residence.         Age.       Married.  Single. 

Jos.  Dudcoir,  St 

Eusebe  Fam  ut, 

1  Antoine  Lusignan, 
Pierre  Minette, 
Charles  St.  Germain, 

2  Beojamiu  Durocher,  S 
Levy  Bourgeois, 
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40 
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Perrault.  M.  P.  P.,  a  barrister  and  younj^  man  of 
considerable  promise,  was  very  generally  ropfretted. 
Several  of  the  soldiers  also  fell,  it  is  said,  during  the  re- 
treat, Three  or  four,  who  were  wounded  during  the 
action,  were,  with  a  field  piece,  which,  owing  to  the  very 
bad  state  of  the  roads,  and  the  great  fatigue  of  the  troops, 
it  was  found  impossible  to  bring  away,  left  behind,  and 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victorious  patriots,  who  treat- 
ed the  wounded  with  great  cure  and  khidness.  Doctor 
Nelson,  notwithstanding  his  errors  as  a  British  subject, 
great  and  grave  as  they  were,  in  forgetting  the  respect  he 
owed  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  his  duty  a!\d  alle- 
giance to  his  Sovereign,  to  his  honor  be  it  told,  did  not, 
after  the  action  was  over,  forget  the  duties  of  humanity, 
but  bestowed  the  greatest  of  attention  on  the  wounded 
soldiers  who  wer-}  lei't  behind,  and  with  a  kindness  as 
they  stated,  that  could  not  be  exceeded  by  their  own  re- 
gimental surgeons. 

This  second  and  signal  success  of  the  patriotic 
cause,  elated  the  patriots  in  all  (piarters  of  the  Pro- 
vince, who,  as  the  navigation  was  on  the  point  of 
closing,    and     the    arrival    of    relTiforcemeiits    by    sea 


3  Damien  r>'omain. 
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20 
Honore  lioutilk-t,       •        '•  20 

JennJJte.Pattenam.le,    St.  Denis,    55 
Ovide  Pen-iiult,  Montreal,    25 

Frangois  Dufeuult,         St.  Denis,    25 
Fninrjois  X-Lamoureux,  St.  Ours,  IT 

1  Tliis  man  \va?  not  enf^agfid,  nor  in  the  battle.  He  was 
standing  as  a  specLii-or  at  llie  corner  of  a  street,  at  aome  dis- 
tance from  the  troops, 

2  Killed  before  the  battle,  several  acres  below  where  it 
took  place,  as  he  was  crossing  a  lield. 

3  His  body  was  found  and  recognized  botween  St.  Denis 
and  St.  Ours,  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  the  spring  follow- 
ing, lie  was  killed  by  the  troops  on  arriving,  shortly  pre- 
vious to  the  engagement.  It  is  said  that  these  two  persona 
were  killed  before  a  shot  was  fired  from  the  house  in  which 
the  patriots  took  post,  or  elsewhere. 

Quebec,  1st  November,  1852 
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dcemcd  impracticable,  and  the  advent  of  such  overland 
out  of  the  question,  now  counted  upon  certain  success. 
But  the  tablcM  were  almut  to  turn  a<^ainst  them. 
Lieut.  Coioncl  Wethcrall  had  left  Chanibly  for  St. 
Chp.rles,  the  head  quarters  of  the  patriots,  at  the  same 
hour,  on  the  22nd  of  November,  at  wliich  Col.  Gore 
left  William  llenery  for  St.  Denis,  bcin^  reinforced 
by  a  comjiany  of  the  (Ifith  Regiment,  which  joined 
him  at  Fort  Chambly.-  The  patriots  were  evidently  on 
the  outlook  for  them,  it  beinir  observed  by  the  troops 
that,  on  cro=,siug  the  basin  at  the  Fort  to  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  blue  liuhts  fired  by  the  patriots  i!;ave  no- 
tice to  their  friends  at  St.  Tharles,  some  distaiiec  Imvcr 
down,  of  Colonel  Wetheralls  movement. 

"  The  troops  ju'oeecdcd,  encounterin<^  the  worst  of 
weather  and  roads,  through  the  night,  and  through 
the  forenoon  of  Thursdav.  till  on  arrivinu"  at  llouville, 
some  six  or  .seven  miles  from  St.  Charles,  they  found 
a  f  bridge  of  cousi(lera})le  size  remov(;d,  and  were 
forced  to  bivouac  there  f(»r  the  night.  The  next  day 
apjK'ars  to  have  been  spent  in  getting  up  a  n(;w  bridge, 
refreshing  the  troops,  and  ol)taini!ig  information.  Ma- 
jor Ward,  with  the  (jreiiadier  Compmy  of  the  Royals, 
from  St.  John's,  also  joined  the  main  body  during  that 
day.  ]Major  Ward  had  reached  Chambly  too  late  to 
join  in  the  march,  and  had  thereupon  taken  the  precau- 
tion to  procure  scows  and  batteaux  for  convey  mice  of 
his  comj)any  down  the  river  to  Ikouville.by  which  means 
they  arrived  at  that  place  fresh  and  well  prepared  for 
service. 

**  During  the  wholo  of  this  time,  the  communication 
by  despatches  with  Chambly  and  .Montreal,  was  ex- 
tremely irregular,  most  of  those  sent  out  towards  Rou- 
ville  being  driven  back,  and  little  or  ntj  news  being 
brought  in  from  that  quarter.  All  .sorts  of  reports,  of 
course,  prevailed  by  turns. 

'^  The  luarcli  was  aecomjilished  without  opposition 
or  hindrance,    except  fiom  the   breaking  down  of  tlie 
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bridges,  kc,  until  he  arrived  witliin  a  iiiilo  of  St. 
Charles,  when  the  troops  ^vere  fired  upon  IVoiii  the 
left  or  opposite  bank  of  the  Jliclielieu,  and  a  man  of 
tlie  Jioyal  lle^imcnt  Avoiuidcd.  Several  rifle  sliots 
were  also  linsd  from  a  barn  immediaiely  in  their  front, 
whereii]>on  the  Ijarn  was  inancdiately  burnt.  On 
arriving  at  two  liundrtMl  and  lifiy  yards  fr<»m  the  rebel 
works,  Col.  Wetlierall  took  up  a  position,  lioping  that  a 
display  of  his  Ibree  would  induce  some  defeetion  a- 
moni;;  1  the  infatuated  pnojde;  they,  however,  opened  a 
heavy  lire,  which  was  returned.  The  gallant  Col(»nel 
then  adv.'uced  to  another  position,  one  hundred  yards 
I'rom  the  works,  but  finding  the  defeiulers  obstinate,  he 
stormed  and  e:trried  them,  burning  every  building  with- 
in the)  .tockade,  excepting  thit  of  ^Mr.  Djbartzehjwhich 
however,  was  much  injured. 

^'  The  affair  occupied  about  otic  hour.  The  slaughicr 
on  the  side  of  the  patriots  was  very  great.  An  indi- 
vidual states,  that  he  saw  upwards  of  1.52  btuied,  and 
tlicre  remained  many  more ;  besides  which  a  great 
many  were  killed  in  the  buildings,  and  their  bodies 
burnt.  Tiieir  wour.dcd  were  three  hundj'cd  and 
odd."^i'' 

It  is  a  fiict,  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  reports  of 
the  time,  that  in  the  morning  of  the  day  in  which 
this  action  took  place.  Colonel  Wethcrall  sent  word 
(by  an  old  and  app;ircntly  very  rcj^pcctabic  hahltioit, 
who,  travelling  in  the  direction  of  St.  Charles,  liad 
fallen  into  the  liands  of  the  military  in  advancing), 
that  if  they  would  dispi;rse  to  their  respective  homes 
before  lie  reached  that  placc^  he  pledged  his  word 
that  no  perquisition  as  to  those  who  liad  rendezvoused 
there  in  arms  should  take  i)laee.  and  that  all  should 
be  passed  oyot  and  consiirned  to  oblivion.     No  regard, 


*  If  Mr.  Brown's  statement  (see  at  the  end  of  the  Chapter) 
is  correct,  this  must  be  gently  exaggerated. 
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however,  being  paid  to  his  communication,  vigorous  ac- 
tion consequently  became  necessary.* 

Two  24f-pouuders  hud  been  mounted  witbin  the 
entrenchment  upon  which  the  attack  was  made.  They 
were  spiked  by  the  captors,  and  cast  into  the  lUchelieu. 
Upwards  of  a  hundred  stand  of  arms  also  were  taken  and 
destroyed.  Tlic  force  assembled  at  the  outset  was  said  to 
have  amounted  to  1500,  and  many  of  them  fought  with 
a  spirit  worthy  of  better  leaders,  and  of  a  better  cause. 

Mr.  Brown,  "  the  General  commanding,"  is  repre- 
sented as  having  disappeared  previous  to  tlie  assault 
upon  his  fortifications.  According  to  the  prisoners, 
he  rode  off  at  the  very  first  of  the  tire,  telling  the 
unfortunate  men  he  had  p(jsted  in  the  entrencliments, 
tliat  he  was  going  to  bring  up  a  reinforcement  he 
had  in  reserve  at  a  short  distance,  but  was  not  after- 
wards seen  nor  heard  of  by  them.f  He  effected  his 
retreat  into  the  state  of  Vermont,  after  much  diffi- 
culty and  sufferinj^,  sleeping  out  in  the  woods  for 
several  nights  without  shelter  or  fire,  and  under  cold 
and   heavy  rains,   and   of  which  he  afterwards  gave  a 


•  The  following  is  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of 
Her  Majesty's  troops  : — 

KILLED. 

Sergt.  R.  &  F. 

The  Royal  Regiment  1  1 

66th  Regiment 0  I 

I  2 

WOUKDED   SBVSRBLT.    SUOHTLT. 

Sergt.      R.  A.  F.     R.  k  F. 

The  Royal  Regiment .0  8  »7 

66th  Regiment 0  2  1 

0  10  8 

t  ^e  his  own  narrative  of  the  matter,  at  the  end  of  this 
chapter,  furnished  me  through  Doctor  Nelgon  sinte  the  above 
was  written,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  faithful. 


470 


wcll-writton  find  vory  intcrcfltinf?,  a«  well  as  humorous 
report  ill  tlic  American  newspapers 

The  re-entry  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Wetherall  and  his  party 
into  Mo!itreal  took  place  on  the  29th  November,  in 
triumphal  procession.  The  Volunteer  Cavalry  landed 
first,  two  of  them  bearinj^the  liberty  pole  (column,  as  it 
was  absurdly  cdled,)  erected  at  St.  (Jharles  at  the  late 
meeting  of  the  six  Counties,  with  its  wooden  tablet, 
whereon  were  inci.'^ed  the  words,  '•  A  1'apinkau  par 
SEs  coNriTOYENs  RF/'ONNAissANTS."  The  ArtiUcry 
followed  with,  in  addition  to  their  own  armament  of  two 
small  ifuiiH  taken  at  I'oint  Olivier,  on  the  Kichelieu. 
After  them  rode  the  Commanding-  Oflicer.  followed  by 
the  band  of  the  Royals,  then  the  infantry,  the  firtt  com- 
pany of  whom  escorted  the  prisoners,  only  thirty-two  of 
whom  had  been  retained,  the  rest  of  those  taken  at  St. 
Charles  having  been  restored  to  liberty.  This  most  suc- 
cessful expedition,  after  the  late  signal  failure  at  St.  Denis, 
had  of  course  an  encouraging  eftcct  ujwn  the  loyal  in  all 
quarters,  and  that  of  depressing,  in  a  corresponding  de- 
gree, the  opposite  class. 

But  where  was  Mr.  Papineau  during  these  two 
lamentable  acts  in  the  political  drama?  lie  had,  as 
previously  mentioned,  left  Montreal  and  proceeded 
to  St.  Denis,  where  he  became  an  inmate  with  Doctor 
W.  Nelson,  who  received,  with  more  than  wonted 
hospitality,  ''  the  great  mnn,"  as  his  superior,  and 
one  whom  he  and  others,  at  the  great  agitation  meet- 
ing at  St.  Ours  on  the  7th  May  preceding,  solemnly 
declared  before  the  whole  world,  "  had  been  stamped 
by  God  to  be  a  political  chief,*  the  regenerator  of  a 
nation;"  ***>!?  "endowed  for  this  purpose 
with   a  force  of  mind    and  clequence    not  to    be  sur- 


•  See  the  matter  on  this  subjeet  by  Doctor  Nelson,  as  well 
ap  the  correspondence  in  French,  relating  to  the  difficulties 
between  him  and  Mr.  Papineau,  from  La  Mtnerve  and  L'hvenier 
newspapers,  at  the  end  of  the  Chapter,  and  the  note  headed 
"Ma  PAPINEAU." 
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passed  ;  a  hatred  of  oppression;  a  love  i»f  his  coun- 
try that  iieith(!r  promises  lior  tliroats  can  shake.  " 
Here  he  remained  the  Doctor's  <^uest  until  the 
appearance  of  the  troops  on  the  niorninjij  of  their 
visit  to  St.  Denis,  when  it  wjis  deemed  nc.'cessary,  by 
the  advice  and  particular  desire,  as  Mr.  I*apineau  and 
his  iiiends  assert,  of  Doctor  Nelson,  that  he  should, 
for  various  reasons,  be  a  non-ct»mbatant.  and  with- 
draw from  the  scene  of  the  approachiiij^  conflict,  not 
only  that  "  ,-o  precious  a  life  '  miuht  not  be  endan- 
p;ered  by  the  casualties  of  warfare,  but  that  if  cir- 
cumstances, subseciuently  to  an  appeal  to  arms,  should 
render  nei^ociation  with  the  government  necefi.sary 
and  admissible,  the  task  nil^ht  devolve  with  the 
erreater  propriety  upon  him,  as  not  haviti;.^  borne  arms. 
This,  however,  has  of  late,  though  not  until  of  late, 
(1848,)  been  positively  denied  by  Dr.  Nelson,  who 
has  at  the  same  time,  with  sinjjjular  a.<-perity,  accused 
Mr.  Papineau  of  cowardly  desertion  on  the  occasion. 
Which  of  the  parties,  in  the  vehemence  wherewith  both 
assertion  luid  denial  are  made  in  the  public  prints,  par- 
ticularly those  of  lSi8,  is  most  entitled  to  credit,  it  is 
difficult  to  determine. 

Mr.  Papincau  accordingly  retired  to  the  pnrish  of 
St.  Hyaciuthe,  on  the  river  Yaniask:!,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  affair  between  the  troops  under  Lieut. 
Colonel  Wetherall,  and  the  patriots  at  St.  Charles 
under  Mr.  Brown,  took  place.  Innnediately  after  this 
occurrence,  he  proceeded,  under  the  guidance  of 
some  two  or  three  faithful  friends,  to  tlic  eastern  bank 
of  the  Richelieu,  thence  wending  his  way  upwards 
to  the  nearest  T'uitcd  States  territory,  travelling, 
chiefly  by  night,  through  swamps  half  frozen,  often 
up  to  the  middle  in  water,  narrowly  escaping,  on 
several  occasions,  parties  on  the  outlook  for  him,  and 
finally  reaching  Alberg,  on  Lake  Champlain,  whence 
he  crossed  over  the  Bay  of  Missisquoi  to  Swanton, 
in  the  state  of  Vermont,   on  the  ice,  through  which 
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he  broke  in,  and  wan,  with  difticulty,  saved  by  his  at- 
tendants from  drowninf]^.  He  was,  it  need  Hcarcely  be 
observed,  received  witli  tlie  hospitality  characteristic  of 
the  p(M>ple  of  the  llnit43d  States,  among  whom  he  sought 
refuge,  and  was  now  finally  become  an  exile,  after  years  of 
labour  and  agitation  for,  as  he  no  doubt  deemed  it,  his 
country's  good,  and  witli  the  approbation  of  nine-tenths, 
if  not  the  universality,  ol'liisconipatriot^s  of  French  origin. 
Mr.  O'Callaghan  steadily  accompanied  him,  and  was,  in 
truth,  his  ^\^i(fus  ArJuttes,'' 

In  the  unseemly  altercations  that  have  recently  taken 
place  in  the  public  prints,  as  above  alluded  to,  between 
l)r.  Wolf  red  Nelson  on  the  one  side,  and  Mr.  Papineau, 
or  rather  his  friends,  on  the  other,  relating  to  the  events 
of  tho.se  times,  the  Doctor  has  not  only  accu.sed  his  quon- 
dam chief  and  leader  of  cowardice,  and  of  deserting  him 
on  the  morning  of  the  aff.drat  St.  Denis,  butstates  also, 
*8  a  fact,  that  Mr.  Papineau,  while  at  St.  Denis,  and  his 
guest,  drew  up  and  signed  a  Declaration  of  the  indepcnd- 
etice  of  Lower  Canada,  and  in  which  he  (Doctor  Nelson) 
had  concurred,  and,  together  with  six  others,  had  signed, 
but  that  on  learning  the  advance  of  the  troops,  Mr 
Papineau  destroyed   it,  with  other  papers.*     Withoui 

*  The  following  are  extracts  from  a  letter  addressed  by  Dr 
Ne'son  to  Mr.  Papineau  through  the  JMinerw  of  24th  July,  1848 

"  Vous  ne  rougisscz  pas  de  dire  que  je  suis  un  de  ceux  qui 
ont  le  plus  contribu6  d  amener  les  troubles  de  "  37,"  mais  ce 
ue  fut  pas  a  St.  Denis  ou  lis  (Sclatdrcntpremi^rement;  et  vous 
ne  pourriez  avec  raison  me  rendre  responsable  deshorreurs  et 
de  la  devastation,  qui  furent  accomplies  a  St.  Eustache,  St. 
Benoit,  et  autres  endroitti  ou  votre  influence  etait  toute  puis- 
sante  ;  non  plus  ai-jeeu  affaire  avec  la  premiere  lutte  qui  g'en- 
Mgea  dans  le  cbemm  de  Longueuil,  ou  un  peloton  (^e  braves 
panadiens,  ayani  en  tete  mon  ami  M.  Bonaventure  \'iger,  qui 
s*est  si  hdnorablement  distingu^  en  cette  occasion,  oomme 
4«ti3  toutes  celles  ou  11  se  trouyait,  arracberent  a  leurs  vils 
4onducteurs  deux  respectables  citoyeus  M.  De  maray  et  1«  Dr. 
Davignoa.  J^^prouve  un  plaisir  infini  en  rendant  hopmage  a 
ces  braves  patriot^s  dont  Pabnegation  et  la  generosite  cod- 
trastent  si  honoraMement  pour  euz  le  pays  arec  votre  egoisQiQ 
sans  bornes. 
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quofltioninp;  I),)ctor  Nelson's  voraoity,  it  is  not  in»- 
probtiblc  tliat,  in  tlio  cxciteniont  and  bustlo  of  tlu;  mo- 
ment he  may  have  misapprehenilod  tl»e  true  purjxirl  oi' 
the  doeumont  alhuh^d  to,  whieli  he  considered  a  ''  De- 
charation  of  lndej)endence."  Mr,  l*aj>ineau  woidd 
scarcely,  it  may  reaMonal)ly  he  supposed,  have  liazarded 
such  a  step  at  this  juncture,  alul  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, as  it  were,  thoui;li  appn)ved  by  six  of  his  associa- 
tes, whatever  he  may  have  intended  to  pro)^r<e  at  a  con- 
vention ot*  representatives  at  St.  llyaeinthc  on  the  Va- 
maska,  or  at  St.  Pie,  wliieli  it  was,  no  doubt,  his  pur' 
pose  to  convoke,  had  not  the  alVair  at  St.  Ciiarles  put  an 
end  to  his  liopos. 

Mr.    J)avid    Bourdaii^es,  one   of   those    who  sipjed 
this  paper,   states,  in  an    alfidavit  to   wliieh    his  name 

**  J'fti  invariablement  assume  toute  la  responsabilite  de  mes 
RCtes  :  jc  ne  Ha  jamais  a  votre  m'*niero  a  vous,  qui,  lachoment 
et  avec  malignite,  voulez  faire  porter  a  d'autres  Ic  fardeau  do 
vog  propres  forfaits.  Si  ce  n'est  pas  vous-meme  en  personne 
qui  aver  attire  tous  les  malheiirs  de  cctte  epoque  infortunee, 
c'est  noire  acquiescement  a  vog  desirs  et  notre  execution  de 
vo3  veux.  Vous  cherchez  partout,  a?n  de  trouver  d'autres  a 
qui  fdire  porter  la  responsabilite  de  vos  demarclics.  Lea  raorts 
meroes  ne  sent  pas  exempts  de  voire  contiibution  universelie. 

"  Yeridique  que  vous  eies,  vous  decriez  I'usage  des  armes  : 
vous  ne  voulez  point  de  violence  ;  mais  vous  avez  done  ou- 
blie  les  orders  que  tous  donniez  a  mon  estimable  ai^i,M.Geo. 
B.  Oartier.  Si  la  merooirc  vous  trompe,  adressez  vous  a  ce 
moBSieur,  et  il  vous  la  rappellera,  et  alors,  peut-etre  seriez- 
vous  dispc^e  d'user  de  fausses  assertions  et  nler  tous  vos  acies. 

"  Vous  affirraez  que  vous  ne  desiriez  pas  d'autre  fait  de 
violence  envers  I'Angleterre,  "  que  de  s'abstenir  d'acheter 
Bes  effets  et  marchandise  !"  Ne  songiez-vous  pas  a  quelques 
anties  moyeus,  pour  coercer  et  renverser  meme  cepouvoir? 
pas  d'autres  mesurea  plus  larges  que  celles-la,  a  mettre  en 
CBuvre?  Vous  repondrez  non.  Mais,  memoire  perverse, 
aufiez-vous  done  oublie  t  acte  d'independance  que  vous  avez 
Tcdij^e  ohez  moi,  et  alubas  duquel  vous,  le  premier,  avez  ap- 
pose votre  signature,  qui  fut  suivie  de  six  autres,  au  nombre 
aeiqilelles  se  trouvait  la  mienne ;  mais  non  pas  comme  vonfl, 
pour  larenierensuite.  Gardez-vous  d'ecarts  dans  voire  re- 
pOBse  a  cetallegue;  peut-etre  vous  qu'il  y  avait  chez  moi,  ce 
feotr«la,  M.  le  Dr.  Kimber,  de  Cbambly,  homme  trop  Intefrre 
pour  eacberses  actes.  Luiaussi  asigne  ce  document,  que  vous 
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IH  S'ubj<»in<!(l,  an  puMislird  in  tlio  Mlnmc  of  the  21st 
Au^..  1S4S,-"M.  l*!i|»lnoauetjiit  a  St.JKniH  tlrpuisplii- 
sicurs  jourM,  avaiit  la  bataillo,  orfjjaniHatit  avec  Ic  Dr.  Ncl- 
BOn  ct  IcH  autres,  losiimv^*"^  'J^  nisistancc.  M.  I'apiiieau 
6tait  couHidiivii  comine  K;  chel'du  inouvciiuiit.  QiicltjUCH 
jourH  avaiit  la  1)  itaillo,  j'ai  .siu'ne  a  St.  Cliarlos,  i  la  <lc- 
niande  dv  M.  I'apiiu'au.  uii  docunioiit  pour  convocation 
do  delejruc'H  ot  declaration  d'indepciidancc.  (^uand  j'ai 
8i^n6,  il  n'y  avait  avant  la  ndennc  (|iie  Ics  nij^naturcs  de 
31.  Papincau  ct  du  Dr.  Nelson."  it  consccjucntly  Hccnifi 
that  the  docuniont  was  !iot  in  itsilCa  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, but  oidy  ibr  a  convocaticai  of  nicnd)er8  of 
the  AHS(Mnbly  or  dch'Lratcs,  as  a  step  preliminary  to  ul- 
terioriueaHures,  iiitludin_L'  possibly  a  decliiratioii  of  that 
nature  contein])lated  by  Mr.  Papineau. 

avcz  livie  uux  tliinoies  a  I'lipproclie  dc3  troii{ics,  aiuHi  qne 
nombre  d'juitres  pdi>i(r3,  ft(in(|u'il  fiit  impcssible  de  d(  couvrir 
aucun  devos  fuiia,  qui  uuraient  pu  vong  compronicttre. 

"  N't'dl-il  pas  ridicule  de  vou3  entendre  dire  qne  vous  voU3 
etes  mis  soua  niea  ordres  a  Kt.  Denis,  ou  voiis  avez  cherche 
protection  ct  vou3  etes  coiistitue  subiiltcrrie,  sous  un  homme, 
que  voiis  reconnaissez  maintenant  pour"  avoir  etetoujoura  un 
t'urieux,  etc,*'  Kxpiiquez-nous  done  cetle  incoherence  ?  Maaia 
si  notro  but  eutete  atteint,  m'uuriex-voas,  avee  votre  abne- 
gation ordin^iire,  lassie  SHisir  hs  rents  et  assumer  le  litre  et 
jouir  des  privileges  de  president?  \  o.yons,  une  fois,  cedez- 
nous  un  peu  de  franchise  ;  vous  disicz  en  vous-meme:  "  je 
tne  suis  seivi  de  toi  et  de  tant  d'autres,  couimc  marchepied  ; 
vous  avec  a  votre  risqae  et  a  vos  depeus  remporte  la  vicloire  ; 
et  moi,  j'aurais  cueilli  tons  les  fruits  ct  les  laurieis  de  cette 
8ecou<5se  :  en  un  mot,  j'aurais  ete  le  Washington  du  Canada  ;" 
et  moi,  je  <lirais,  "  vous  n'auriez  pas  possede  un  seul  de  sea 
attributs."  Puisque  je  suis  sur  ce  sujet,  le  vous  dirai,  que  vu 
votre  conduitedepuia  37,  et  etant  maintenant  convaineu  de 
ce  que  voi.s  avez  toujours  ete,  je  suis  entierement  desillu* 
sionne,  ainsi  que  tant  d'autres,  sur  votre  compte.  C'est  peut- 
otre  une  faveur  dont  nous  devons  remorcier  Dieu  que  vob  pro- 
jeta  aient  avorte,  persuade  comme  je  le  suis  a  present  que 
voua  auriez  gouverne  avec  une  verge  de  fer,  loraqu'une  foia  on 
YO«s  aurait  revetu  des  pouvoirs  dont  vous  auriez  fait 
usage  en  dictateur.  II  y  a  tant  de  raison  a  presumer 
que  tel  aurait  ete  le  resultat  de  I'avencment  au  pouvoir  d'un 
homme  de  votre  trempe,  que  je  ne  aongerai  guere  encore 
I'etablisscment  d'une  republique  ou  nous  aurions  a  encourir 


475 


(t 


je 


Wc  aro  now  to  n-  tiro  (»ne  of'thctrau'ioal  ovriitM.  liafipily 
but  few,  wliich  liavrlol't  a  ntain  u|Kmtliis  most  ill-advinod 
rebellion.  thcatriK-ioiiH  Jl.^Ha^'.si nation  of  liieutonant  VVoir, 
of  Her  iMajosty's!i'2ii(l  HcL^inient  of  F(»ot.w!io,  bavin;^  in 
tbe  ni,i:;bt  of  tlie  22n(i  of  NovrmbtT  fulK-n  into  tiu-liandHof 
the  insury:«;ntH  at  St.  l>tMii?*,  w.i.s  inurdoivil  in  (m)o1  blood, 
wbilo  a  lu'lplcss  ami  iiinioned  prinmcr,  on  tbe  <'nsuin;i^ 
niorninir,  al)out  tbe  same  boiir  tbat  tbe  attack  (»n  tbe  vil- 
lain^ by  tb»'  troops  t'oinnienci'd.  'fjio  sad  t  ile  is  told  by 
Ijit'Ut.  'I'.  S.  (IritUn,  a  brotber  offwer  iit  tbe  same  regi- 
ment, and  wbo  attended  ('oloncl  (jore,  on  bis  second  ex- 
pedition to  St.  J>enis,  us  we  are  subsc<picntly  to  detail. 

''  At  St.  Denis,  on  Monday  ni(»rnin^',  Deeember 
4tb,   a   letter  was  ;,'iven   me,"   says   Mr.   (iriftin,  "  re- 

tant  (1(;  (lan<^^er8.  lorscjue  la  vctoiro  seritil  obtemit'.  Je  iic  mex- 
poserai  a  ci-s  risqiics  qu'i'ii  guiie  do  |iis-ull(T  ;  lor.^riuc  la  mere- 
l)atrio  roviendm  a  son  ancioii  Hysteuie  tic  jjcmvcrncuxnt  intol- 
erable pour  cette  colonio.  Dans  ces  circutnstunccH  scultmont, 
vais-jc.  mVxpDScr  aiix  (lun;?or3  ct  aux  iiiccrtitudeg  d'avoir  a 
noire  tote  U\  TYRAX  OK  NOTHK  PROPRK  CUKATION. 
Vous  seal,  vous  rldiciiliscz  notresystemn  degouvi  rnenient  re- 
sdousable  ;  mol,  j'en  suis  tout  ej)ri3,  j'en  ai  epouse  lea  orinci« 
pes,  et  je  Ic  defeudrui,  car  11  coiaprvud  ce  ijuo  vous  ol  nous  de- 
mandions  alors.  Cost  ici  juslenicnt  ma  position,  niais  vous 
qui  avez  de3  objets  ulteriours  aatteiudre,  no  pouvez  etre  con- 
tent de  rien.  Eh  Lion  !  si,  ni  par  vos  talents,  ni  par  vos  promoa- 
Bcs,  ni  par  vos  menaces,  ici  vous  ne  Pouvez  changcz  I'ordre  de 
chose,  existant,  et  surtout  aprcs  tons  vo8  eH'orts,  vous  con- 
vieutil  dc  tenter  de  nouveau  a  exciter  la  mctiance,  le  trouble 
et  une  desorganisation  gonerale?. . .  .Si  vous  detestez  tant  vo- 
ire position,  pourquoi  demeurez-vous  ici  plus  longtemps  ?  Si 
tout  le  pays  est  satisfait  des  apparences  actuelles,  et  veut  ac- 
corder  un  tem-s  rationnel  aux  nouveaux  ministres  ])Our  faire 
preuve  de  leur  capacite,  convient-il  a  "  un  seul  homme"  de 
s'opposer  a  cette  volonte  unlverselle  ?  L'bistoire  ne  nous  four- 
nit  aucun  exemple  dun  dcspotismc  plus  revoltaut  que  celui 
dout  vous  donnez  des  preuves  si  eclatantcs." 

In  the  correspondence  on  these  matters  that  took  place  in 
the  newspapers  in  1848,  we  have  the  names  oi'  four  of  those 
who  signed  the  suppased  Declaration,  viz.,  L.  J.  Papineau, 
David  Bourdages,  Wolfred  Nelson,  and  F.  Kimber. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  Mr.  Papineau  did  not  him- 
self take  up  the  pen  in  his  defence,  leaving  the  vindication  of 
his  conduct  entirely  to  his  friends  ;  and  in  this,  perhaps,  he 
acted  wisely. 
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ceived  by  the  officer  commanding,  from  a  Monsieur  Jos. 
Hubert,  ot  St.  Denis,  written  from  the  opposite  village 
of  St.  Antoine,  in  which  the  writer  stated,  that  from  what 
information  he  had  been  enabled  to  gather  from  the  in- 
habitants of  St  Denis,  previous  to  his  departure,  the  body 
of  the  murdered  officer,  Lieut.  Weir,  32nd  Regiment, 
would  most  likely  be  found  on  the  shore  oi  the  river  Rich- 
elieu, behind  the  house  of  a  Madame  Nyotte,  where  there 
was  a  small  tannery.  I  read  the  letter  to  several  of  the 
villagers  of  St.  Denis,  who  at  once  led  me  to  the  spot  des- 
cribed in  Monsieur  Hubert's  letter ;  and  there,  in  the 
water  of  the  ilichelieu,  at  a  depth  of  about  two  feet,  I 
discovered  a  black  mass  covered  with  large  stones,  which 
kept  it  down ;  the  stoner  being  removed,  a  body,  which 
was  lying  on  its  face,  rose  to  the  surface,  and  I  immedi-' 
ately  recognized  it  to  be  that  of  my  murdered  brother  of- 
ficer^ poor  Weir.  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  McGregor,  32nd 
Regiment,  who  was  with  me,  then  took  charge  of  the  body, 
and  had  it  conveyed  to  a  house,  where  a  coffin  was  made 
for  it,  in  order  to  remove  it  to  Montreal  for  interment. 
Dr.  McGregor's  statement  of  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the 
l)ody  of  Lieut.  Weir  is  annexed.*     The  story  of  his 
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On  the  forehead,  there  was  a  sable  wound  about  four 
inches  in  length,  running  perpendicularly,  which  penetrated 
deep  Into  the  bone,  and  surrounding  which  there  were  several 
^rnall  wounds,  as  if  done  by  a  sharp  pointed  instrument. 

"  The  back  of  the  head  was  completely  laid  open — the  scalp 
and  bone  reduced  to  a  mass  of  small  particles— the  substance 
of  the  brain  was  beat  into  a  mash,  e.ad  pieces  of  skull  and 
Bcalp  were  mingled  with  it,  and  on  the  sides  of  this  opening; 
'were  several  wounds. 

■'•On  the  left  side  of  the  neck;  immediately  below  the  bone 
of  the  gar,  there  were  several  sabre  wounds  about  an  inch  in 
depth,  which  laid  open  the  great  blood  vessels  and  the  side  of 
the  windpipe ;  the  wounds  might  be  about  four  and  b  half 
inches  in  length.  About  the  middle  of  the  ear  there  was  a 
isabre  wonn^  about  an  inch  in  depth  and  tour  inches  in  length, 
Which  dividted  tha  ear  and  left  the  whole  of  that  side  of  the 
neck  open. 

*'  'ThOrre  were  two  wounds  on  tne  left  side  of  the  back,  a  little 
above  tUe  sho'ulder  blade,  about  an  iuch  in^epth  ;  also,  a  gun- 
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^luirder,  «8  related  to  luc  by  the  few  villagers  we  fouml 
in  St,  Denis,  is  as  follows : — 

"  liieut.  Weir  was  sent  by  land,  from  Montreal  to 
Sorel,  at  daylight  on  tlie  morning  of  the  22nd  N  vember, 
with  despatches  for  the  officer  commanding  at  that 
■post,  directing  him  to  have  the  two  companies  of  the 
66th  Regiment,  under  his  command,  in  readiness  to 
meet  a  force  w^liich  was  to  be  sent  from  Montreal  by 
steamboat,  at  2  P.  M.  on  the  22nd,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Gore,  to  arrest  some  individuals  at  St, 
Charles.  The  roads  were  so  bad  that  Lieut.  Weir, 
who  travelled  in  a  caleehe,  did  not  arrive  at  Sorel 
until  half  an  hour  after  Col.  (icvc  had  arrived  from 
Montreal,  and  marched  off  with  his  whole  f<;rcc  to 
St.  Charles  via  St.  Denis.  Finding  this  to  be  the 
case,  Lieut.  Weir  hired  a  fresli  ealeche  at  Sorel,  with 
a  driver  named  La  Vallee,  (whose  deposition  has 
since  been  received.)  and  started  to  join  the  trot>ps. 
There  are  two  parallel  roads  to  St.  ])enis,  which 
converge  four  miles  from  St,  Ours,  By  mistake 
Lieut.  Weir  took  the  lower  road.*  (the  troops  having 
marched  by  the  upper,)  thus  he  passed  beyond  the 
troops  on  their  line  of  march,  without  seeing  them, 
and  arrived  at  St.  Denis  about  seven,  A.  M.  Jiis  ex- 
pression of  surprise  at  not  seeing  any  soldiers  on 
hi»  arrival  at  the  village,  was,  I  am  told,  the  tirst 
intimation  Dr.  Nelson  had  that  the^  were  on  tlieir 
march  in  that  direction.  1* reparations  were  then 
made  to  oppose  their  entrance  into  the  village  of  St. 
Denis  (where,  in  fact,  no  op])osition  had  been  ex- 
pected) ;  the  result  is  known,     Lieut,  Weir  was  made 

shot  wound  two  inches  below  these  wounds. the  ball  penetrated 
about  half  an  inch  below  the  surface. 

"  The  fingers  of  both  hands  were  hacUed  and  split  to  pieces, 
as  if  done  by  an  axe.  Some  of  the  fingers,  more  particularly 
those  of  the  left  hand,  were  so  hacked,  that  on  taking  the 
body  out  of  the  water,  pieces  of  the;n  dropped  otf;  and  in 
the  left  groin  there  was  a  gun-shot  wound — the  ball  lodged 
in  the  belly.  '•  A.  M'Gkecjoh,  Asst.  Sur.  22rid  Rcgt." 
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a  prisoner  and  closely  pinioned.  When  tl^  attack 
was  connnenccd  lui  was  ordered  under  pjuard,  cou- 
sistini^  of  Captain  Jalbert  two  men  named  Mi<^ncai;lt, 
one  named  Lecour,  and  a  driver,  a  lad  named  Au^ustiu, 
in  Dr.  Nelson's  wagon,  to  be  taken  to  St.  Charles. 
On  arriving  op})osite  Madame  Nyotte'y  house,  (already  • 
mentioned,)  in  the  outskirts  of  the  villiige,  the  bonds 
with  which  Lieut.  Weir  was  fastened  became  so 
painful,  and  his  ha.^ds  so  mucli  swollen  therefrom, 
that  he  insisted,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  on 
their  being  loosened.  This  irritated  his  brutal 
guardians,  and  he  jumped  out  of  tbe  wagan  and 
sought  refuge  under  it;  he  was  then  shot  twice  with 
pistols,  which  took  effect  in  his  back  and  groin,  and 
stabbcvA  with  a  sabre  through  the  wheels  of  the  wag- 
on, in  various  parts  of  the  body ;  he  was  tlu^n 
dragged  from  beneath  the  wjigon,  by  the  &tra])s 
which  confined  his   arms,  and   finall/  butchered. 

"F.J.  GiUFFiN,  Lieut.  32nd  liegt." 
The  remains  of  this  unfortunate  young  gentlenian 
were  interred  at  Montreal,  on  the  8th  of  Djccmber, 
with  great  pomp  and  solenmity,  the  Commander  of 
the  forces  with  his  staff',  the  military  of  the  garrison, 
and  a  vast  concourse  of  citizens  attendi-'g.  Never 
was  there  a  greater  demonstration  of  public  grief  in 
that  city  than  on  this  me^^acholy  occasion."'' 

Another  still  more  barbarous  deed  was  perpetrated 
on  the  28th  November,  on  the  person  of  an  unfortu- 
nate   i  diabitant  of  St.    John's,  by  the  naiae   ot    Cha- 

*lt  is  said  to  have  been  by  Dr.  N.'s  orders  that  Mr.  Vv>ir, 
after  being  made  prisoner,  was  despatched  unc'er  an  escort 
for  St.  Charles,  the  head  quayters  of  Mr.  Brown,  "  the  Gene- 
ral commanding  ;"  but  the  Doctor  treated  him  with  courtesy 
and  kindness  while  in  his  keeping.  It  is  reported  of  Doctor 
N.,  that,  after  he  himself  was  taken  prisoner,  on  being  told 
that  some  of  the  newspapers  had  vindicated  him  against  the 
imputation  of  participating  in  this  atrocious  murder,  he  ex- 
pressed his  satisfilction  at  the  circumstance,  declaring  that 
when  he  was  informed  of  the  inhuman  act,  he  was  as  much 
concerned  and  horrified  by  it  as  any  friend  of  Lieutenant 
Weir  could  possibly  be. 
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trand,  a  Canadian  of*  French  oriuin,  who,  it  seeius, 
had  enrolled  himself  at  tliis  place  as  a  loyal  volunteer, 
a  circumstance  that  irave  otfenct!  to  his  compatriots. 
He  left  his  residence  in  the  forenoon  of  this  day  for 
r  Acadie,  a  distance  of  five  or  six  miles,  to  collect, 
it  was  said,  a  small  debt  due  him  (a  stone-mason  by 
trade)  by  an  inhabitant  of  that  parish.  On  returninj^ 
home  in  the  afternoon,  he  was  intercepted  by  some 
ten  or  twelve  men,  live  of  them  with  loa^ded  muskets, 
and  condueled  to  a  small  building  hard  by,  used  as 
a  schoolhuuse,  where,  ;ifter  iinderiroinLr  a  mock  trial 
by  those  -who  had  arrested  him,  he  was  declared  to 
be  a  spy.  and  sentenced  to  death  as  such.  He  was 
accordujgly  forthwith  led  out,  tied  to  a  tree,  and 
mercilessly  shot  by  iho  miscreants,  who  left  the  })ody 
attached  to  the  tree  by  the  rope  with  which  they 
had  pinioned  him,  and  in  which  state  it  was  found 
three  or  four  days  after.  One  ball  had  passed 
through  liis  heart,  and  the  several  other  marks  sliewcd 
the  deadly  aim  which  his  sava<^e  murderers  had  taken 
to  accomplish  their  hoi'rid  pur})ose.  One  of  those 
implicated  in  it  came  i'a'ward,  by  tlie  advice,  it  was 
said,  of  his  confessor,  and  u'ave  tiie  shockinu'  details 
of  the  murder.  At  the  first  dischar';e,  the  unfortu- 
nate Chartrand  received  three  wounds,  but  was  not 
killed.  Another  of  the  party  then  stepped  up  and 
shot  him  dead.  The  allcued  ringleader  of  this  ruth- 
less gang  was  tried  for  the  murder,  but  in  the  con- 
tradictory nature  of  the  evidence,  aided  also  by  the 
passions  of  the  jurors,  for  in  the  excitement  of  the  times 
it  was  impossible  to  impanel  a  perfectly  dispassionate 
jury,  he  escaped  on  this  occasion,  though,  as  will  be 
seen,  an  avenging  l*rovidence  pursued  him  till  tlie 
forfeiture  of  his  crime  was  paid. 

After  the  affair  at  St.  Charles,  it  was  d.-emed,  by 
Sir  John  Colborne,  necessary  that  a  military  force 
should  revisit  St.  Denis  and  other  parts  on  the 
llichelicu,    where    the   patriots   had   been   in    the    as- 
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ccndant  until  Liciitonant  Col.  "Wctlierull's  visit  to  the 
foriuer  placo,  and  dispcr>ion  l>y  liim  of  tlic  insurgents 
as8eni])led  tliere,  and  the  flight  of  Mr.  Brown,  tho 
General  comniaiiding  "  the  jjatriotic  army."  Colonel 
Oore  accordingly  embarked  at  Montreal  on  the  30th 
November  for  William  Henry,  with  three  companies 
of  the  32nd  llegimcnt,  one  of  the  83rd,  a  detachment 
of  Artillery  and  a  troop  of  the  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
iu  the  steamers  ''  John  ''  and  "  Varennes."  The 
Colonel  reached  St.  Ours  the  sante  evening,  where 
he  quartered  for  the  night,  and  marched  early  the 
ensuing  morning,  without  opposition,  for  St.  Denis, 
the  theatre  of  his  recent  defeat.  Doctor  Wolfred 
Nelson  finding,  after  the  defeat  of  his  friends  at  St. 
Charles,  that  his  adhercjits  had  lost  confidence  in  the 
cause,  and  were  leaving  Iiini,  and  that  it  was  likely 
he  himself  would  become  a  captive,  unless  he  imme- 
mediatcly  made  good  his  retreat  to  the  neigjibouring 
States,  had  abandoned  his  home  and  taken  to  flght, 
in  the  direction  of  Yamaska  and  the  Eastern  Town- 
ships, with  the  view  of  escaping  by  tliat  route  into 
the  ^^tate  of  Vermont.  He,  hovycver,  as  we  shall  see, 
was  intercepted  in  his  retreat,  the  trusty  inhabitants  of 
these  loyal  Townships  being  by  this  time  armed 
and  on  the  outlook  for  the  fugitives,  who,  it  was 
thought,  would  take  that  direction.  Here  Colonel 
Gore  recovered  a  howitzer,  which  he  had,  owing  as 
well  to  the  pressure  from  without,  as  to  the  bad 
roads,  been  obliged  on  his  late  visit  to  leave  behind, 
with  five  wounded  soldiers,  who  had  been  most  care- 
fully attended  to  by  Dr.  Nelson,  and  who  spoke  in 
the  wannest  terms  of  his  humanity  and  kindness  to- 
wards them,  ccrtaiidy  a  redeeming  trait  amidst  the 
grave  errors  in  which  the  Doctor  had  ..Uowed  him- 
self to  be  involved,  and  which  considerably  contributed 
to  soften  the  asperities  of  his  kindred  fellow-subjects 
of  British  origin  towards  him,  who,  in  consideration  of 
this  circumstance,  gave  him,  with  characteristic  gener- 
osity, credit,  and  have  ever  since  borne  it  in  mind.  But 
the  troops  remembering,  and  indignant  at  their  late  de- 
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feat,  and,  with  the  volmitcers,  wlio  had  accoiiipaiiiod 
thcni  fniiii  Montreal,  exasperated  at  tlie  spectacle  pre- 
sented ])y  the  nianjxh'd  remains  of  Lieut.  AV'eir,iidiunian- 
ly  slain  by  the  patriots — a  yoiui<;-  man  of  iortunc  and 
great  promise,  respected  and  beloved  not  oidy  in  his 
rcirinient,  but  bv  all  who  had  known  liim — became  in- 
sensible  of  discipline,  and  would  know  ncitlier  authority 
or  control.  The  extensive  buildinu'S  and  distillery  of 
Dr.  NeKon,  as  well  as  the  lar2;e  stone  house  from  wliicli 
he  and  his  party  had  fired  upon  the  troops,  and  various 
otlier  houses  in  the  village  of  8t.  Denis  were  by  tlie  en- 
raged soldiery  and  volunteers  ruthlessly  sacked,  consign- 
ed to  the  flanici^,  and  reduced  to  a  heap  of  smouldering 
ruin.s,  ci^ntrary,  however,  to  the  wishes  of  Colonel  Gore, 
i\s  it  has  since  been  expressly  stated  on  his  behalf 
(and  probably  at  his  rc((uest)  in  the  Legislative  As- 
senddy,  (Session  of  1849,  during  tlie  debates  on  the 
famous  llebellion  Losses  Bill,)  and  wdiich  there  seems 
to  be  no  just  cause  to  doubt. -f^     The  asseveration,  at 

•  The  Hon".  Henry  John  Boultoa,  who  at.  the  lime  (184'J) 
when  this  measure  (the  Rebellion  Losses  Bill)  was  brought 
forward  by  the  Lafontaine-Baldwin  administration,  haa  a  seat 
in  the  Assembly  as  member  for  Norft)lk,  and  supported  the 
ministry  (being  seated  through  the  iuHuence  of  Mr.  Baldwin) 
having  in  course  of  the  vehement  debates  which  arose  on  that 
subject,  animadverted  severely  upon  Colonel  (now  Major- 
General)  Gore,  for  ordering  the  village  of  St.  Denis,  upon 
his  second  visit  to  that  place,  to  be  destroyed, Sir  Allan  Mac- 
Nab,  at  the  next  sitting  after  that  in  which  Mr.  Boulton  had 
spoken  on  the  subject,  formally  and  emphatically  (me  teste) 
denied  that  auy  such  order  had  emanated  from  Colonel  Gore. 
Indeed  the  well-known  mild  and  humane  disposition  of  Gen- 
eral Gore  will  scarcely  admit  ot  the  belief  that  he  could  have 
sanctioned  so  barbarous  an  act,  even  though  smarting  under 
the  mortification  he  no  doubt  felt  at  the  recollection  of  his 
previous  defeat,  by  a  handful  of  "  rebels,"  at  the  same  3pot, 
a  few  days  before.  There  are  occasions  where  the  passions 
of  men  become  uncontrollable  by  human  authority,  and,  un- 
happily, this  was  ono  of  them.  Casuils  may  determine  who 
are  morally  responsible  for  the  mischieC — they  who,  "  got  up" 
the  rebellion,  which  was  here  brought  to  a  head,  or  those  who 
put  it  down,  I  cau  only  say — 

**  — en !  quo  discordia  cives 
produxit  miseroB  *  •  *" 
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least,  has  never  been  pul^licly  refuted,  in  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends.  The  Colonel,  after  visiting  St. 
Charles  and  St.  llyacinthe,  where  he  found  all  quiet  re- 
turned with  the  troops  to  Montreal  on  the  7th  December, 
bringing  with  them  several  prisoners  and  the  remains  of 
the  unfortunate  Weir. 

The  route  of  the  "  patriots"  at  St.  Charles  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  Wetherall,  and  the  subse<jucnt  visit  of  Colonel 
Gore  to  the  pari.^lTes  on  the  Itiehelicu  and  Yamaska 
rivers,  entirely  extinguished  their  ho])es  in  that  (juarter, 
(south  of  the  St.  Lawrence,)  but  there  were  large  and 
formidable  gatherings  of  them  at  St.  Eustache  and  St. 
Benoit,  north-west  of  ^lontreal.  These  were  under  the 
direction  of  Anjury  Girod,  an  alien  adventurer,  and,  as 
alleged  by  some,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  by  others,  of 
Louisiana,  who  had  resided  formerly  at  Quebec,  pa- 
tronized and  engaged  by  several  gentlemen  of  the  city 
and  ncighljouvhood,  fur  his  su])posed  practical  science  in 
agriculture,  in  which  he  represented  himself  as  an  adept. 
Losing,  after  trial  ol'his ability  in  this  liue,t]ie  confidence 
of  his  patrons,  some  of  whom  he  managed  to  involve  in 
considerable  expense,  he  migrated  to  the  district  of  Mon- 
treal, and  located  himself  at  A'arennes,  where,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  he  devoted  himself 
also  to  the  more  promising  business  of  political  agita- 
tion, by  which  in  due  time  he  acquired  the  confidence 
of  Mr.  Papineau,  who,  according  to  Doctor  W.  Nelson, 
invested  him  with  the  command  of  the  patriotic  for- 
ces north  of  Montreal,  and  a  more  worthless  choice,  by 
all  accounts,  he  could  not  have  made.  Sir  John  Col- 
borne  was  not  disposed,  however,  to  interfere  with  tho 
insurgents  in  the  north  until  he  had  completely  subdued 
those  to  the  south  of  Montreal,  knowing  that  by  being 
free  to  direct  his  whole  force  upon  them,  he  could  make 
a  short  affair  of  it.  In  the  meantime,  imagining  them- 
selves more  than  a  match  for  any  force  that  could  be 
realized  by  the  loyal  population  of  Montreal  against 
them,  they  indulged   in  excesses  of  all   sorts,  plunder- 
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ini;  and  miiltrcitirT::  the  inhabitants  of  "British  ori'ji;in 
in  tlicir  noiirhbourhood,  many  of  whom,  to  save  their 
lives,  were  oljli^fcd  to  fly  for  refiii^c  to  Montreal,  leavini* 
their  abodes,  their  cattle  and  ixranaries  to  the  marauders 
under  Girod,  who,  as  IJrown  had  done  at  St.  Charles, 
laid  violent  hands  upon  these  for  the  use  of"  the  patri'H 
tic  forces." 

After  the  almirs  at  St.  Denis  and  St.  Charles, 
several  ol'  the  fugitive  patriots  had,  in  the  reverses 
they  met  with,  betaken  themselves  to  the  border 
settlements  in  the  neighbouring  States  of  New  York 
and  Vermont,  and  in  particular  to  Swanton,  (Ver- 
mont,) a  considerable  village  or  county  town  on 
Missis(juoi  Bay,  Lake  Cham|)iain,  where  they  were 
daily  receiving  reinforcements  of  the  disaffected  from 
Canada,  and  busy  in  making  preparations  for  an  in- 
road upon  the  district  of  Montreal,  being  consideral>ly 
encouraged  in  their  nefarious  purpose  by  the  Americ:in 
population  amidst  whom  they  had  taken  ret^ige.  l>oc- 
tors  Cote  and  Kimber,  Messrs.  Gagnon,  l\.  S.  M.  Cou- 
chette, and  several  others,  were  there,  and  al- 
though iNIessrs.  Papineau,  Nelson,  Brown,  O'Calla- 
ghan,  and  other  leaders  had  failed  and  fled,  thoy 
nevertheless  exhorted  each  other  into  the  idle  con- 
viction, that  the  achievement  of  Canadian  inde- 
pendence was  still  pnicticable,  and  reserved  ibr 
them,  the  best,  the  bravest,  and  most  chivalrous  of 
their  countrymen.  To  the  generous  incentives  of 
patrotism  and  of  glory,  the  stinmlating  smiles  of 
beauty  were  superadded,  the  ladies  of  Swanton  pa- 
tronizing the  cause  by  preparing  and  presenting  a, 
beautiful  set  of  colours  to  Doctor  Cote  and  his  asso- 
ciates. 

The  militia  of  the  Townships  in  the  County  of 
Sheiford,  it  is  to  be  observed,  had  applied  to  Sir 
John  Colborne  for  a  supply  of  fire-arms,  which  were 
about  this  time  expected ;  and  it  fortunately  so  hap- 
pened that  while  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  i)laco 
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of  (Icstitiiition,  tliis  Laml  of  patriot.s  marclied  from 
Swanton  on  tlieir  projeetcj  invasion  of  Canada.^  It 
was  their  intention,  it  seems,  to  have  crossed  the 
liiclielieu  with  their  artillery  (a  field  piece)  and 
amnninition,    and  proceed    to   I'Aeadie,    where    their 

»  *"  At  a  public  meeting  of  the  magistrates,  militia  otTicers, 
and  yeomanry  of  the  township  of  Graiiby  and  County  of 
Sheffbrd,  district  of  Montreal,  held  at  Granl)y  village,  the 
23rd  of  November,  1837,  the  following  resolutions  were  pio- 
posed  and  adopted  unanimously ,by  a  numerous  assembly  from 
all  parts  of  the  township,  the  meeting  having  been  first  or- 
ganized by  the  appointment  of  Richd.  Frost, Esq.  as  Tresideat 
and  F.  C.  Gilmour,  Esqtiire,  as  Secretary. 

*•  Resolution. — That  this  meeting  views  with  regret  tLo 
disorganized  state  of  the  seigniorial  part  of  this  district, 
where  a  cowardly  faction,  under  pretence  of  refoim,  are 
committing  excesses  of  the  most  wanton  and  unprovoked  na- 
ture, endeavoring  by  threats  the  most  violent,  to  seduce  the 
most  loyal,  and  hitherto  peaceable,  inhabitants  from  their  al- 
legiance to  Her  Majesty. 

"  2nd  Resolution. — That  at  this  critical  moment,it  becomes 
the  duty  of  every  loyai  and  well-aftected  subject  to  standforth 
and  express  his  horror  and  disgust  at  the  lawless  proceedings 
of  the  faction  aforesaid,  and  to  declare  his  determination  to 
defend  the  laws  which  have  hitherto  eflFectually  protected  our 
lives  and  property. 

"  3rd  Resolution.— That  an  humble  petition  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency,  Sir  John  Colborne,  Commander  of  the 
Forces,  for  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  this  town- 
ship, which  we  mutually  pledge  ourselves  shall  be  employed 
in  the  defence  of  the  Constitution  and  Government  under 
which  we  have  the  happiness  to  live. 

"  4th  Resolution. — That  th's  meeting' sympathizes  with  our 
loyal  fellow-subjects  scattered  throughout  the  seigniorial 
parts  of  this  district,  many  of  whom  have  been  obliged,  by  the 
threats  and  provocations  of  the  faction,  to  throw  themselves 
on  our  protection  and  are  present  at  this  meeting. 

"  5th  Resolution. — That  the  following  Gentlemen,  viz., 
Richard  Frost,  Elijah  F.  C.  Gilmor,  H.  Lyman,  and  S.  B. 
Door,  be  a  Commiitee  to  address  His  Excellency  Sir  John 
Colborne,  Commander  of  the  Forces,  with  a  copy  of  the  re- 
solutions, and  to  cause  the  result  of  this  meeting  to  be  pub- 
lished in  such  a  manner  as  they  may  judge  proper. 

**  Thanks  having  been  voted  the  Chairman  and  Secretary, 
the  meeting  was  dis.olved. 

"  Richard  Frost,  Chairman. 
*'P.C.  GiLMOR,  Secretary.'^ 
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and  tlirre,  by  niakiii*::  a  stand,  create  a  diviTsion  in 
favor  of  the  in.surp;onts  at  St.  Kustaehe.  Utlicrs  Avill 
have  it,  however,  thtit  they  intended  to  move  onward 
to  Chateanguay,  and  croHsiii;j:  tiiere  tlie  St.  Lawrence, 
join  Girod  at  St.  Bennit,  or  Grand  IJrulu  ;  probably 
both  objects  may  have  been  contempluted.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  the  irallantry  of  the  Missi.S((noi  Vehmtecrs 
defeated  tlie  intended  purp();?c.  The  follnwiiig  j^ood 
account  of  the  dispersion  of  his  party,  and  capture 
of  some  of  its  leaders,  is  f^iven  by  Captain  Kemp  of 
the  Volunteers,  in  an  official  despatcii  to  Sir  John 
Colborne : — 

"FREMdii.^iujRn,  St.  Armand, 


u 


December  lAS'd7. 


''Sir, —  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  Your  Ex- 
cellency's information,  that  yestenlay  morning  I  left 
this,  by  a  previous  arrangement  with  Col.  Knowlton, 
of  Brome,  in  company  with  Captain  Ilcnry  Baker  of 
St.  Armancl,  having  under  my  command  a  body  of 
Voluntc(;rs  to  the  number  of  about  lifty  men,  armed 
with  snch  guns  as  could  be  collected,  to  ibrm  an 
escort  to  wagons,  for  conveying  the  arms  and  am- 
munition for  Col.  Knowlton's  battalion  from  Philips- 
burgh.  I  had  proceeded  only  a  few  miles  on  my 
way,  when  an  express  from  Philipsburgh  met  me, 
with  the  information  that  a  considerable  body  of  re- 
bels had  passed  through  that  village  early  in  the 
morning  to  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  were  expected 
to  return  to  burn  it  the  same  niglrt. 

"  I  immediately  despatched  expresses  in  different 
directions  to  raise  men,  armed  or  unarmed,  and  bring 
them  to  Philipsburgh,  where  I  had  directions  from 
Col.  Knowlton  to  deal  out  the  arms  intended  for  his 
battalion,  if  necessary. 

"  In  consequence  of  certain  information,  I  left  the 
wagons  four  miles  east  of  Philipsburgh,  and  struck 
through  the  woods  so  as  to  meet  the  loaded  wagons, 
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at  tlic  liojul  of  Missisqiioi  B.iy,  in  order  to  strcnuthon 
tlie  escort  from  Cald wolfs  Manor  and  St.  Annand 
west.  We  then  proceeded  in  company  to  IMiilips- 
})ur;ili  and  reacliefl  it  fit  half-past  four,  P.M.,  ^\lierc 
T  found  men  asseni})led  and  assemblin;.'  from  diflforent 
points,  and   that  scouts  had    come  in    fro 


)m    8wanton 


in  the  State  of  Vermont,  witli  the  information,  that 
a  lar^o  body  of  men.  well  e<jui])pcd,  and  havini::  with 
them  two  jdcces  of  cannon,  had  taken  up  their  li?ie  of 


m 


arcii  lor  tins  I'rovnu'e. 

"  In  this  emerLi'ency  orders  were  issued  to  supply 
the  men  with  muskets  and  ammunition  froni  the 
wai^ons,  and  at  six  o'clock,  a  position  was  taken  half  a 
mile  south  of  tlie  villaue,  on  the  west  road  leading  to 
Swan  ton. 

''  We  had  occupied  this  position  nearly  two  hours 
in  expectation  of  tjie  enemy,  when  positive  informa- 
tion came  in,  that  tliey  had  taken  the  east  road  leading; 
to  Swanton,  and  that  they  were  within  three  miles  of 
the  village. 

"I  instantly  ordered  a  strong  guard  to  remain  on 
the  west  road,  and  marclu^d  to  a  jjosition  two  miles 
and  a  half  east  of  the  village,  and  drew  up  my  men 
on  a  height  to  the  left,  connnanding  the  highway  at 
the  intersection  of  the  Swanton  road,  leading  north 
and  south,  wuth  the  St.  Arniand  road,  leading  east  and 
west  where  I  found  the  pickets  and  advanced  guard 
had  retired  unperceived  before  the  enemy,  who  were 
two  hundred  strong. 

"  The  force  under  my  command  amounted  to  about 
three  Imndred  men,  but  before  it  was  possible  for  me 
to  reduce  them  to  order,  the  van  of  my  line  had  com- 
menced firin<j:  without  command. 

"  To  a  Commander  of  your  experience,  I  need 
hardly  apologise  for  the  impetuosity  of  an  undisci- 
plined body,  hastily  taken  away  from  their  farming 
occupations,  and  placed  in  sight  of  an  enemy,  only  a 
few  hours  after  arms  had  been  placed  iu  their  hands. 
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This  |)iviii,",tm-o  fire  was  instantly  returned  ])y  the 
rebels,  and  lirinu'  was  ke])t  up  on  both  si<les  for  a})out 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  wher.  the  e.ieniy  retreated  back 
towards  the  Stat«'  of  Vermont,  h'aving  behind  them  one 
dead,  two  woun<led,  and  tliree  jirisoners, 

''One  of  the  wounded  is  llolxrt  Sliore  ^lilnc.'^ 
Bouoliette,  of  Que])ee,  ^vho  le<l  the  advaneed  <iuard 
of  tlie  rebels,  an<l  is  severely  hurt.  The  otiu^r  is 
sliglitly  wounded^  and  reports  himself  to  be  a  nejdiew 
of  Julien  (jauiitm,  of  »St.  A'alontiu  in  I'Aeadie, 
h<iJ>lt(int,  the  leader  .'^'  the  ]»arty.  Tliey  also  left  two 
pieces  of  eanii(»n  mounted  on  earriaires,  five  keu's  of 
Lnin])owder,  six  boxes  of  l>all  cartridge,  and  seventy 
muskets,  part  of  them  in  boxes,  and  two  standards. 
From  the  undiseijAined  state  of  the  loyalists,  the  dark- 
ness of  the  nii;ht,  it  bein'j;  nine  o'cloek,  the  vicinity 
to  the  woods,  the  rest  of  the  ])Mrty  made  their  ese-ipc. 
Their  vicinity  to  the  jd'ovince-line  was  also  in  favour  of 
their  escape,  for  the  universal  feeling  throughout  this 
part  ol  the  border  is,  that  not  a  man  shall  cross  tho 
bonier  armed,  even  in  pursuit  of  invaders  from  the 
other  side,  so  that  to  any  demands  made  by  Your  Kx- 
cellency  or  the  Governor  in  Chief,  an  answer  cannot 
with  truth  be  made  by  the  General  or  State  Govern- 
ments of  the  United  States,  that  the  people  of  the  ]*ro- 
vincc  have  done  a7iy  thing  contn-lry  to  the  treaties  ex- 
isting bctwecu  that  country  and  Great  Britain. 

'•  O.  J.  Kk.mp,  Captain. 
''  To  His  Excellency  Sir  J.  Colborne.'"* 

*  ''  FuKLiGiisnuKG,  St.  Auaiand,  JDcc.  1,  18;i7. 
"  Sin, — I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  ri'fiching  Isle  aux 
Nuix,  with  the  arras  furnished  for  the  Shelford  Volunteers,  I 
deemed  it  advisable,  before  remo^'ing  them  from  that  station, 
to  proceed  forward  in  order  to  establish  relajs  of  carriages, 
with  sufticicnt  escorts,  for  transporting  them  to  the  County 
of  Sheflbrd  ;  immediately  on  procuring  which,  I  gave  orders 
for  their  removal  via  Caldwell's  Manor  ;  and  carriages  set  for- 
ward yesterday,  simultaneously,  from  CaldwelTs  Manor,  Phil- 
ipsburghin  St.  Armand,  on  Missisquoi  Bay,  and  Frelighsburg, 
while  I  pushed  on  from  Frelighsburg  to  Brone,  to  bring  wagons 
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Tills   put   sin   uml  to  tlio    patriotic  w:irl;iro  on  tlic 
so\itli    side   of  tlic    St.  Ti.'iwrcnco,    and  Sir  John  Col- 

thenct*,  RO  tliat  no  delny  mijrht  take  place;  but  knowing  the 
almost  (le.stitiiliun  ofAIi.^sisiinoi,  ns  to  urras  nnd  aniinunitiuti, 
I  had  piven  diroclions  tliiit  tlic  jirnis  for  my  battalion  sliould 
be  used  in  case  of  an  altnok  by  the  rebels. 


(( 


On  refuriiinj?  to  IMiilipHbnrpli  this  morninp  about  six 
o'clock,  T  found  that  nn  engafjement  had  taken  i)l:ice  yesterday 
evening  at  9  o'clock,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  east  of  that 
village,  between  the  loyalists,  forming  tlic  escort  under  Capt. 
Oren  J.  Kemp,  and  a  large  body  of  rebels,  (under  a  Mr.  J. 
Gagnon,  of  St.  Valentin  in  I'Aeadie,)  who  had  embodied  ia 
Swanton,  in  the  State  of  Vermont.  The  enemy  were  driven 
back  by  the  loyalists,  witli  one  man  killed,  number  wounded 
unknown,  and  five  prisoners,  of  whom,  R.  S.  Ai  Bouchette,  of 
Quebec,  is  severely  wounded,  and  one  very  slijj'htly.  The  loy- 
alists also  captured  two  i)ieccs  of  cannon,  about,  forty  stand 
of  arms,  five  kegs  of  gunpowder, and  six  boxes  of  ball-cartridgo 
with  two  flags.  The  muskets  captured  are  apparently  of  the 
kind  used  ia  the  American  army  during  the  last  war.  The 
rebels  were  about  two  hundred,  and  the  loyulisls  three  hundred 
Strong.  Of  the  loyaP^ts  not  onefman  was  hurt.  Tlie  enemy 
retreated  into  the  state  of  Vermont,  by  the  road  they  came. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  &c. , 
P.  II.  Knowlton,  Colonel  of  JShtflbrd  Voluntee'-s. 

"  To  His  Excellency 

"  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  John  Colborne,  &c.,  kc,  Ac, 

It  was  said  that  Mr.  R.  S.  M.  Bouchette  had  made,  on  his 
march  at  the  head  of  this  band  into  the  Province,  many  trucu- 
lent threats  against  the  inhabitants,  in  case  they  should  op- 
pose hira  in  his  progress.  Whether  he  really  did  so,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  correctly;  but  in  times  like  these, 
when  the  minds  of  men  are  excited  to  madness,  as  it  were, 
there  would  be  nothing  extraordinary  in  it  if  it  were  the  fact. 
It  having,  however,  been  reported  that  this  gentleman  had, 
upon  his  capture,  been  ill-treated,  in  consequence  of  his  threats 
on  that  occasion,  the  following  is  his  own  statement,  as  sub- 
sequently published  in  the  papers.     R.  C. 

*'  This  is  to  certify  to  all  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  I, 
the  undersigned,  ever  since  my  capture  as  a  prisoner  by  the 
volunteers  of  Missisquoi  Bay,  on  the  61  h  instant,  have  been 
treated  with  every  degree  of  humanity  and  care,  and  have  had 
my  wounds  regularly  dressed,  first  bv  the  captors  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Hiram  Moore,  afterwards  at  Isle  anx  Noix,  and  subse- 
quently in  the  Montreal  Gaol,  where  1  am  now  detained. 
From  Mr.  P.  H.  Moore,  Mr.  Bertram,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  particu- 
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])orno  ac(.'«.nli?iL:Iy  isMwd    tlui  (Ii'iicral   Onh-r  Im'Idw:* 
but  lie  liad,    luAvcvcr,  still    a  j-erions    account    to  sottle 
witli  tho  iiisur^iMits  in  his  iv:ir,   north  of  Montreal. 
Wc  arc  now  to   roeedc  a  little  in  date,  to  notiuo  tho 

ly  from  Mrs.H.  Mooro  herself,  I  received  the  jjrfatost  kindness, 
the  latter  havinji  liersclf  dressed  my  wound,  nor  was  a'ly  thing 
forcibly  or  clundestinoly  tuUcn^'rom  me.  Since  my  detention 
in  prison, an  ecpial  tnoasnreof  Iminanity  and  attentionjias  been 
extended  to  nie,  for  which  I  nioat  gratefully  give  my  acknow- 
ledgments. "  It.  S,  .M.  Hoi'cuktte. 

"  Written  and  sigiufd  in  my  presence,  this  '22nd  day  of  De- 
cember, 1837. 

R.  Dk  St.  Ouits,  Sheiilf  of  the  District  of  Montreal, 
*  "■  Ukad  QfAUTKii.s,  .Muiitrenl,  Dec.  12,  ISiil. 

"  The  active  service  in  which  the  troo()S  have  bct-n  sudden- 
ly engap^ed,  since  tho  uuibreak  of  an  organized  and  extensive 
revolt  in  this  Province,  has  hitherto  •)revented  the  Lieuten- 
ant General  commanding  from  expressing  his  satisfaction  at 
the  conduct  and  zealous  exertions  ot  the  troops  in  the  Montreal 
district  under  hi;'  command,  but  His  KxccUeucy  is  persuaded 
that  at  no  period  has  the  energy  and  activity  of  the  British 
army  been  more  conspicuous  than  in  the  severity  of  marches 
which  have  been  lately  accomplished,  although  the  unfavora- 
ble state  of  tne  weather,  and  the  almost  impracticable  state  of 
the  roads,  prevented  the  force  under  the  conimand  of  the  Hon. 
Col.  Gore  from  entering  the  village  of  St.  Denis,  on  the  tirst 
appearance  of  the  rovolt.  The  success  which  has  since  at- 
tended the  exertions  of  that  oflicer  and  the  force  under  his 
command,  and  the  capture  of  arms  and  ammunition,  has  had 
the  eifect  of  restoring  order  and  tranquillity  to  that  section  of 
the  country. 

"  The  zeal  and  energy  evinced  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
ITufihes,  24th  Regiment,  under  whose  immediate  command 
the  force  proceeded  to  St.  Denis,  has  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Lieutenant  General  commanding,  as  well  as  the 
gallantry  displayed  by  Captain  Markhara,  32nd  Regiment, 
who  was  severely  wounded  in  the  attack.  The  attack  upon 
the  enemies'  fortified  position  at  St.  Charles  so  ably  conduct- 
ed by  Colonel  Wetherall,  and  so  gallantly  executed  by  him- 
self and  the  force  under  his  command,  consistingof  the  Royal 
Regiment,  a  detachment  of  the  Royal  Artillery  andGGth  Regi- 
ment, and  the  Montreal  Cavalry,  led  to  the  complete  defeat  ot 
the  enemy,  and  has  essentially  contr-buted  to  y)Ut  down  re- 
volts on  the  Richelieu.  Lieut.  Colonel  Wetherall  speaks  most 
favourably  of  the  conduct  of  Mnjor  Ward,  of  the  Koyal  uegi- 


190 


])rr>c'<',(!(liiiL';s  ol'  the  Goveninseiit  amidst  tl:e  difliculticH 
in  whicli  it  had,  in  i^rcat  ineasuro  by  its  teiuporizing 
policy,  involved  itself,  and  brought  ho  much  distress 
upon  the  country.  Lord  Gosford,  AS'hosc  benevolence 
and  hospitality  were  unbounded,  contidint:;  in  the 
conciliatory  policy  he  had  come  to  cultivate  and  in- 
culcate^ could  not  be  persuaded  that  matters  ever 
would  come  to  the  pass  in 'which  he  now  found  them. 
Of  the  first  occurrence  in  whicli  fire-arms  were  used 
against  the  constituted  authorities,  tlie  rescue  of 
Messrs.  Davignon  and  Pemaray  near  the  village  of 
Longuouil,  he  made  exceedingly  light,  considering  it 
rather  in  the  character  of  a  joke  than  of  a  serious 
matter,  inferior,  as  he  is  said  to  have  observed,  to 
many  a  scuffle  he  himself  had  witnessed  at  an  Irish 
fair,  lie,  however,  found  it  necessary,  now  that  a 
rebeiru)n  had  actually  broke  out,  and  that  the  laws 
of  the  land  and  the  Sovereign's  authority  were  set  at 
naught,  to  issue  a  Proclamation,  and  the  following 
accordingly  appeared  or.  the  21)th  November  in  the 
Gazette : — 

^'  A  Proclamation  ! 
''  Whereas  in  certain  counties  of  the  district  of 
Montreal,  disallection  to  the  Government  of  our 
Gra.cious  Sovereign,  Queen  A'ictoria,  has  uncquivo- 
Citlly  declared  itself,  and  divers  outrages  upon  the 
persons  and  properties  of  Her  Majesty's  loyal  sub- 
jects have  been  recently  perpetrated  thereiii.  And 
whereas  prisoners  arrested  on  charge  of  High  Trea- 
son have  been  rescued  from  the  hands  of  Justice,  and 

ment,  Cap   Glasgsw,  Royal  Arlillery,  and  Cap.  David,  Mon- 
treal Cavalry,  on  this  occasion. 

"  The  service  upon  which  the  troops  have  lately  been  en- 
gaged, has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  spirited  and  unpar- 
alleled exertions  of  the  Volunteer  Corps  of  Montreal,  soiite  of 
which  had  only  been  embodied  within  the  last  fortnight,  and 
His  Excellency  trusts  that  the  sr.ne  energy,  forbearance  and 
discipline  which  has  characterized  the  troops  in  general,  will 
speedily  put  an  end  to  the  deplorable  warftue  in  which  they 
are  engaged." 
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the  troops   oi'  Tier    Majesty,  in    the    lawful   (liscliari^c 
of  their  duty,   while  aiding  the  civil  authorities,  have 
been  assailed    and    fired   upon  hy  the  hand.s  of  armed 
peasantry.       And    whereas    it  is    notorious    tluit    the 
present    Itllnd   and   fatal    excitement    in    that    district, 
is  to   be  attributed  to  the  macliinations  of  a  few  evil- 
minded    ?^:id  designing    men,  who  have    imposed  upon 
the   credulity    of    an  unsuspicious    jjeasantry.   and  l)y 
plausible    misrepresentation    and     wilful   cal'inniy,  by 
practisitig    upon     their     fears    and      inflannng     their 
passions,   by   appealing   to    national    distinctions,   and 
exciting    political    prejudices,   which   it  has  been  the 
unabated    endeavour    of    the    British    tjlovernment  to 
cxtiniruish,    have    at   lenixth    succeeded  in    iniplieatini'" 
a   part   oi'  a  hitherto    peaceable   and   loyal    populaticni 
in  the  first  excesses  of  a  reckless   and  hopeh\ss  revolt. 
As    the    llepresentative   of   our  ]Most  Gracious  Hove- 
reign,   I  now   most  solemnly   address  myself  to  the  iu- 
liabitants  of  this   Province,   but  more  especially  to  the 
misguided   and   inconsiderate  population   on  the  Uiver 
liichelieu    in    the    district    of    ^Montreal.     I   address 
myself  to  your  good  sense  and  to  your  personal   ex- 
perience   of    the    penefits    yo".   have   received   and   of 
the   tranquillity   you  have   so   long    enjoyed  under  the 
British    Government.      You    possess  the   religion,   the 
hin<i"ua<'e,    the    laws    and   the   institutions  iiuaranteed 
ty    you  nearly   seventy   years   since.     You   know   not 
the  burthen   of  taxes.     The  expense   of  your  military 
defence    is 'dei'rayed    by    Great    Britaiii.     The   pros- 
perity   and    happiness   which   have   hitherto   pervaded 
this    Ih'ovince,    proclaim    honorably    and    undeniably 
the  political   wi.-dom   which  watches  over  your  safety, 
encourages    your    C(jmmerce,    and   fosters  your   rising 
industry.     The   spontaneous  confidence   of  the  British 
Parliament    bestowed    on  you   a   Constitution.      Your 
representatives  complained    of  grievances :    tlieir   com- 
plaints Were   promptly   and  fully   investigated;    griev- 
ances which   were  proved   to    exist    were  removed   at 
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once;  redress  the  most  ample,  but  unavoidably 
gradual,  was  unreservedly  promised,  and  up  to  this 
rpoment  that  promioc  has  been  scrupulously  observed. 
But  the  demands  of  your  leaders  are  insatiable,  the 
lauguage  of  reform  lias  speciously  concealed  the  de- 
signs of  revolution.  I  have  thus  far  deeuKjd  it  my 
duty  to  explain  the  injustice  and  inadmisiiibility  of 
the  objects  for  which  your  leaders  contend,  and  for 
the  attainment  of  which  they  would  wantonly  sacri- 
fice you  and  your  fiimilies.  The  traitorous  designs 
of  these  political  agitators  have  been  at  length  un- 
masked. I  now  therefore  cull  upon  those  who  have 
been  thus  far  deluded,  to  listen  to  the  laniruan;c  of 
reason,  sincerity  and  truth.  Listen  to  the  cxhortci- 
tions  of  your  respectable  and  trustworthy  Clergy. 
Listen  to  the  representations  of  those  worthy  and 
loyal  proprietors,  whose  interests  are  identified  with 
your  own,  and  whose  prosperity,  in  common  with 
yours,  must  ever  be  graduated  *ind  governed  by  ths 
internal  tranquility  of  this  Province,  lleturn  to  that 
allegiance  to  your  Sovereign  which  you  have  now  for 
the  first  ti.ne  violated,  and  to  that  obedience  to  the 
law  which  you  have  hitherto  invariably  maintained. 
Spurn  from  you  your  insidious  advisers.  Keject 
with  abhorrence  their  self-interested  and  treasonable 
counsels.  Leave  them  to  that  retribution  which 
inevitably  awaits  them.  Retire  to  your  homes  aud 
to  the  bosoms  of  your  families :  rest  assured  that  a 
powerful  and  merciful  Government  is  more  desirous 
to  forget  than  to  resent  injuries,  and  that  within  that 
sanctuary  you  v»ill  experience  no  molestation.  And 
f'lrther,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Her 
Majesty's  Executive  Council  of  and  for  the  Province 
of  Lower  Cannda,  I,  the  said  Archibald,  Earl  of  Gos- 
ford,  do  hereby  call  upon  all  Her  Majesty's  loyal 
subjects  in  this  Province,  to  be  prepared  at  all  times 
to  maintain  against  all  aggressors  the  authority  of  our 
Sovereign    Lady    the  Queon,    and    to   counteract  the 
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rebeliions  designs  of  the  disaffected  in  this  Province. 
The  dc.irest  rights  and  privileges  of  British  subjects, 
their  laws  and  institutions,  have  been  audaciously 
assailed.  They  will  remember  that  those  sentiments 
of  loyalty  and  honour  which  were  the  pride  of  their 
forefathers,  are  the  inheritance  of  their  children  ;  and 
in  defending  their  allegiance  to  their  Gracious  Queen, 
and  the  connexion  which  has  so  long  existed  be, ween 
this  favored  colony  and  Great  Britain,  they  will  rush 
forward  as  one  man  to  prove  their  gratitude  fc^r  the 
blessings  they  enjoy,  and  their  unswerving  determination 
to  maintain  them  unimpaired." 

Immediately  after  the  appearance  of  this  Procla- 
mation, Messrs.  Leslie  and  Lafontaine  arriving  by 
steamer  from  Montreal,  waited  upon  His  Excellency 
to  suggest,  as  it  was  said,  the  propriety  of  an  imme- 
diate convocation  of  the  Legislature.  He  did  not 
think  proper,  however,  to  act  upon  their  suggestion, 
apprehending,  perhaps,  from  his  past  experience  of 
the  spirit  of  the  assembly,  that  they  would  rather  bo 
inclined  still  further  to  embarrass  than  to  help  him 
through  his  difficulties,  the  leading  members  of  the 
body  being  actually  at  the  head  of  the  rebellion.  Mr. 
Leslie  returned  to  Montreal,  but  Mr.  Lafontaine  pro- 
ceeded from  Quebec,  by  the  Kennebec  road,  to  the 
United  States,  and  there  embarking,  he  safely  reached 
England,  and  spent  a  part  of  the  winter  in  London, 
and  the  remainder  in  Paris,  visiting  also,  it  was  said, 
other  parts  of  the  continent  before  his  return  to 
Canada,  thus  avoiding  the  troubles  by  which  it  was 
agitated,  and  £o  which  he  had  contributed  his  full  share. 

On  the  5th  December,  His  Excellency  issued  a 
Proclamation  declaring  Martial  Law  in  force  in  the 
district  of  Montreal,  having  previously,  by  Proclama- 
tions, offered  large  rewards  for  the  apprehension  of 
Mr.  Papineau  and  divers  others,  charged  with  the 
4;rime  of  High    Treason,    who   had  taken  to  flight.* 

•  "  The  cry  which  has  beeatraised — why  are  not  rewardg 
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A  reward  of  £500  was  oifered  for  the  apprehension  of 
the  nmrdercr  or  murderers  of  Lieutenant  Georf^e  Weir, 
and  JG300  for  those,  or  any  one  of  them,  who  hud  mur- 
dered Joseph  Ohartrand,  late  of  the  parish  of  St.  Johns, 
district  of  Montreal,  and  described  as  "  private  in  a 
company  of  volunteers  in  that  parish." 

Several  of  those  for  whom  rewards  were  offered, 
were  on  different  occasions  captured  and  brought  into 
Montreal ;  but  he  who  of  all  concerned  in  those  un- 
happy disturbances  had  been  most  prominent,  yet 
in  his  capture  found  the  most  sympathy  among  the 
British  jKtpulation,  with  whose  avowed  enemies  he 
had  arrayed  himself  against  his  kindred  fellow-sub- 
offered  for  the  ap[)rehension  of  the  Traitors  !  is  now  we  hope 
satisfied.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  Proclamations  that 
a  price  has  been  set  upon  the  head  of  every  one  of  them,  and 
that,  such  as  to  insure  their  being  delivered  up  to  justice  if 
they  are  still  within  the  precincts  of  the  Province.  The  Pro- 
clamations were  first  printed  in  Montreal,  and' we  understand 
were  distributed  along  the  frontier  before  they  were  published 
in  that  city,  the  more  certainly  to  effect  their  purpose.  They 
will  be  found  belcw  ;  that  for  the  apprehension  of  Papineau 
in  full,  the  others  in  substance." — Quebec  Mercury,  1th  Decem- 
ber, 1837. 

"  4,000  Dollars  Reward! 

**  GoSfORD. 

"  Province  of  Lower  Canada. 

"  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  Archibald,  Earl  op 
GosFORD,  Baron  Worlingham  of  Beecles,  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk,  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and 
over   the  Prcvinces  of  Upper  an.d  Lower  Canadc,  Vice 
Admiral  of  the  same,  and  one  o^  Her  Majesty's  Most  Hon- 
orable I'rivy  Council,  &c.  «Sic.  &c. 
"  Whereas,  by  information  upon  oath,  it  appeals  thatLouig 
J.  Papineau.  of  the  City  of  Montreal,  Esquire,  is  charged  with 
the  crime  of  High  Treason  ;  and  whereas  the  said  L.  J.  Papi- 
neau has  withdrawn  himself  from  his  usual  place  of  resort,  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  has  fled  from  justice  ;  and  whereaa 
it  is  expedient  and   necessary,   for  the  due  administration  of 
justice,  and  for  the  security  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  Province,  that  so   ;reat  an  offence  should  not  escape  un- 
punished.    Now,  therefore,  know  ye,  that  I,  the  said  Archi- 
bald Earl  of  Gosford,  by  the  advice  of  Her  Majesty's  Executive 
Council  of  this  Province,  have  thought  fit  to  issue  this  Pro- 
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jects .uf  British  orii;in  in  this  most  unucccs.siry  and 
hopoloss  rebellion, -svas  the  brave  and  liuiiuine,  but  un- 
happy, Wolfrcd  Nelson, — unhappy  in  being  the  first  to 
unfurl  the  standard  of  relx-llioii,  raise  u  patrieidal  arm 
against  the  laws  and  Sovereign  of  his  country,  and  to 
^hei  the  blood  of  his  fellow-subjects  in  civil  warfare,  at 
a  moment,  to,  when  the  wrongs,  real  or  imaginary,  of  the 
C")untry  were  undergoing  investigation  and  in  process  of 
redress  by  the  authorities  of  the  Empire,  with  an  ear- 
ne  tness  and  sincerity  that  could  not  admit  of  a  doubt. 
After  the  route  at  !St.  Charles,  finding  his  associates 
d's'ieartened  and  falling  off,  he  determined  upon  seeking 

clamation,  and  I  do  hereby  require  and  command  all  Her  Ma- 
jesty's loving  subjects  in  tliis  Province  to  discover,  take,  and 
apprehend  the  said  Louis  J.  Papineau  wherever  he  may  be 
found  therein,  and  carry  him  before  a  Justice  assigned  to  keep 
the  Peace,  or  Chief  Magistrate,  in  either  of  the  cities  of  Que- 
bec or  Montreal  aforesaid;  and   for  the  encouragement  of  all 
persons  to  be  diligent  in  endeavouring  to  discover  and  appre- 
hend the  said  L.  J.  Papmeau,  and  who  shall  bring  him  before 
Buch  Justice  assignee!  to  keej)  the  Peace,  or  Magistrate  afore- 
said, I  do  hereby  offer  a  reward  of  one  thousand  pounds  cur- 
r  'nt  money  of  this  Province,  to  whomsoever  shall  so  apprehend 
the  said  Louis  J  Papineau  and  deliivcr  him  up  to  Justice. 
"  Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms,  at  the  Castle  of 
Saint  Lewis,  in  the  City  of  Quebec,  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  and  in  the  first  ^-ear  of  Her  Majesty's 
reign. 

"  By  His  Excellency's  command. 

D.  Daly,  Sec.  of  the  Province." 
*'  ^  similar  Proclamation,  dated  Quebec,  29 ih  November, 
1831,  states,  that  'Whereas,  by  information  upon  oath,  it  ap- 
pears that  Dr.  Wolfrcd  Nelson,  of  St.  Denis,  in  the  county  of 
Richelieu  ;  T.  S.  Brown,  of  the  city  and  eounty  of  Montreal ; 
E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  of  the  same  place,  M.P.P. ;  Cyrile  Hector 
0.  Cote,  of  Napierville,  in  the  county  of  I'Acadie,  NLP.P.  ;  J. 
T.  Drolet,  ofSt.  Marc,  in  the  county  of  Vercheres,  M.P  P. ;  J. 
J.'  Girouard,  of  St,  Benoit,  in  the  county  of  Two  Mountains, 
M.P.P.  ;  Wm.  H.  Scott,  of  St.  Eustache,  in  the  same  county, 
M.P.P.  ;  Edward  E.  Rodier,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Montie- 
al,  M.P.P.;  Amury  Gord,  an  ilien,and  Jean  0.  Chenier,  ot  the 
county  of  Two  Mountains,  are  severally  and  respectively 
charged  with  the  crime  of  High  Treason,  a  reward  of  five  hun- 
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refuge  in  the  nciglihouring  republic;  and  accordingly, 
taking  leave,  in  dejection  and  in  grief,  of  his  family 
and  a  home  endeared  to  him  by  domestic  happiness  du- 
ring many  years,  and  of  those  neighbours  amidst  whom 
from  boyhood  he  had  dwelt,  and  whose  esteem  he  en- 
joyed to  veneration,  he  bcmt  his  way,  accompanied  by  a 
guide  or  two,  throvigh  the  Eastern  Townships,  purfiuing 
bye-ways,  and  occasionally  striking  through  the  woods, 
to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  settlements  and  haunts 
of  men.  The  popuhition  of  the  whole  frontier  was  by 
this  time  up,  and  on  the  out'ook  for  the  fug- 
itive patriots,  who,  it  was  thought,  would  most 
probably,  in  considerable  nunibers,  take  that   route  to 

dred  pounds,  current  money  of  this  Province,  is  offered  to 
whomsoever  shall  so  apprehend  any  one  of  the  said  above- 
named  individuals,  and  deliver  him  up  to  justice." 

"  A  reward  of  400  Dollars  is  also  ottered  for  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  following  individuals  : 

**  Pierre  P.  Demaray,  of  St,  Johns  ;  Joseph  F.  Davignon,of 
St.  Johns  ;  J.  Gagnon,  of  I'Acadie,  Pierre  Amiot,  of  Vercheres; 
Louis  Perrault,  of  Montreal  ;  Alpbonse  Gauvin,  of  Montreal ; 
L.  Gauthier,  of  Montreal ;  Rodolphe  DesRivieres,  of  Montreal." 

"MARTIAL  LAW. 

"   GOSFORD. 

"  Province  of  Lower  Canada. 

"  By  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  ARcmsALD,  Earl 
OF  GosFORD,  Baron  Worlingham  of  Beccles,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Suffolk.  Cap.  Gen.  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over 
the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  Vice  Admiral 
■of  the  same,  and  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Most  Honorable 
Privy  Council,  &c.,  &c.  &c. 

"  A  Proclamation  I 
*'  Whereas  there  exists  in  the  district  of  Montreal  a  traitor- 
ous conspiracy  by  a  number  of  persons  falsely  styling  them- 
selves patriots,  for  the  subversion  of  the  authority  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  destruction  of  the  established  Constitution  and 
Government  of  the  said  Province  ;  And  whereas  the  eaid  trai- 
torous conspiracy  hath  broken  out  into  acts  of  the  roost  daring 
and  open  rebellion  ;  And  whereas  the  said  rebellion  hath  very 
considerably  extended  itself,  insomuch  that  large  bodies  of 
armed  Traitors  have  openly  arrayed  themselve8,and  have  made 
and  do  still  make  attacks  upon  Her  Majesty's  forces,  and  have 
committed  the  most  horrid  excesses  and  cruelties  ;  And  where- 


!l 


497 


ilv 


family 
ss  du- 
whom 
ic  en- 
Iby  a 
rfiuing 
woods, 
haunts 
ran  by 
fug- 


secure  their  retreat.  He  was  not  heard  of  for  some 
days,  and  it  was  belicvod  that  he  had  effected 
his  esciipe,  and  reached  Vermont,  or  New  Hampshire,  in 
Bafety.  He  was  taken,  however,  on  the  morninir  of  the 
12th  December,  in  tlie  Township  of  Stukely,  by  a  small 
party  (four)  of  Col.  Knowlton's  militia,  and  handed  over 
by  them  to  a  detachment  of  Missis(|Oui  Volunteers.  He 
was  exhausted  by  anxiety,  cold,  hunger  and  fatigiXe, 
having,  during  the  seven  preceding  nights,  slept  out,  ex- 
posed to  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  without  other  cov- 

as  in  the  parts  of  the  said  district  in  which  the  said  conspiracy 
hath  not  as  yet  broken  ont  into  open  rebellion,  large  numbers 
of  such  persons  so  calling  themselves  patriots,  for  the  execu- 
tion of  such  their  wicked  designs,  have  planned  means  of  open 
violence,  and  formed  public  arrangements  lor  raising  and  arm- 
ing an  organized  and  disciplined  force,  and  in  furtherance  of 
their  purposes  have  frequently  assembled  in  great  numbers  ; 
And  whereas  the  exertions  of  the  civil  power  are  iueftectual 
for  the  suppression  of  the  aforesaid  traitorous  and  wicked  con- 
spiracy and  rebellion,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and 
properties  of  Her  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  ;  And  whereas  the 
Courts  of  Justice  in  the  said  district  of  Montreal  have  virtual- 
ly ceased,  from  the  impossibility  of  executing  any  legal  prcrcess 
or  warrant  of  arrest  therein. 

"  Now,  therefore,  I,  Archibald,  Earl  of  GosfordjCiovernor  in 
Chief,  and  Capt.General  in  and  over  the  said  Province  of  Low- 
er Canada,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's Executive  Council  for  this  Province,  have  issued  orders 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  J.  Colborne,  commanding  Her  Majesty's 
forces  in  the  said  Province,  and  other  oflScersof  Her  Majesty's 
torces  in  the  same,  to  arrest  and  punish  all  persons  acting, 
aiding,  or  in  any  manner  assisting  in  the  said  conspiracy  and 
rebellion  which  now  exist  within  the  said  District  of  Montreal, 
and  which  have  broken  out  in  the  most  daring  and  violent  at- 
tacks upon  Her  Majesty's  forces,  according  to  Martial  Law, 
either  by  Death,  or  otherwise,  as  to  them  shall  seem  right  and 
expedient,  for  the  punishment  and  suppression  of  all  rebels  in 
the  said  district ;  of  which  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  this 
Province  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

'*  Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms,  at  the  Castle  of 
Saint  Lewis,  in  the  City  of  Quebec,  the  fifth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eiglu  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,andinthe  IstyearofHei  Majesty's  reign. 
"  By  His  Excellency's  Command, 

D.  Daly,  Secretary  of  the  Province." 
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crlnjz;  tlian  tlic  woods,  and  rarely  witliilrc  to  prevent  liim- 
self'trom  IVeczin.LC  wliilo  endeavouiiiiii;  to  obtain  rest — of 
itself  enough  to  overcome  the  most  robust  constitution — 
and  was  so  reduced  as  to  be  an  object  of  connniseration 
and  sympathy  to  his  captors,  who,  as  lie  has  frequently 
since  acknowledued,  treated  him  with  humanity  and  kind- 
ness. His  only  attendants  were  a  Canadian  by  the  name 
of  Celestin  Parent,  and  an  Indian  whom  he  Inid  met  with 
on  the  road,  and  taken  as  his  uuide.  They  were  convey- 
ed to  Montreal,  and  committed  to  gaol,  where  there  were 
by  this  time  hundreds  in  confinement,  many  ni'  them, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  arbitrarily  and  unjustl}',  from 
suspicion  only.     But  this  was  an  evil  inseparable  from 

♦*  We  will  here,"  observes  the  Quebec  Mercury,  "  avail  our- 
selves of  the  concise  explanation  of  what  Martial  Law  is,  as 
given  in  the  Gazette  of  last  night : — 

"  Many  of  our  friends  are  asking  us,  what  is  Martial  Law  ? 
We  think  it  must  be  something  like  theittu;  of  Parliament,  of 
which  the  judges  said  '  it  is  above  us.'  We  believe,  however, 
that  the  essence  ot  it  is  obedience  to  orders,  the  punishment  for 
disobedience  being  much  at  the  discretion  of  a  Court  Martial." 

"We  will  also  copy  in  this  place  the  following  notice  of 
Martial  LaAv  and  its  exercise  in  this  Province,  from  the  same 
source : — 

"  This  is  the  third  time  that  we  have  Martial  Law  in  Canada, 
under  the  British  Government ;  first,  [inimtdiately  after  the 
Conquest  in  1759  and  1760,  next  during  the  American  Revolu- 
tionary war  in  1775-6,  and  now.  Doubts  have  been  entert..in- 
cd  of  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  enforce  Martial  Law  in  the 
Province.  We  presume,  however,  it  would  not  be  wise  to 
question  its  legality  where  it  is  established.  In  point  of  fact, 
it  has  been  introduced  by  those  who  have  been  nearly  a  month 
in  arms  against  their  Sovereign. 

"  Martial  Law  in  this  Province'  exercised  by  those  who  de- 
rive their  authority  from  the  BriHsh  Crown,  is  not  liable  to 
the  abuses  with  which  it  is  accompanied  in  independent  States: 
the  South  American  Republics  for  example.  We  are  dependent 
and  so  are  those  who  govern  us.  Tbey  are  responsible  in  the 
Courts  of  Law  in  England,  where  justice  has  been  longer  ad- 
ministered with  purity  and  impartiality  than  in  any  other 
country,  and  where  the  higliest  of  the  King's  subjects  are  lia- 
ble to  imprisonment  and  trial  before  an  independent  and  en- 
lightened tribunal." 
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the  state  of  civil  war  in  which  the  country,  aft(  r  an  agi- 
tation of  tiiirty  years,  was  now  involved/'- 

The  Banks  at  Montreal  transferred,  before  the  close  of 
the  navJLiation,  their  specie  to  Que}»ec,  and  deposited  it 
for  safe  keepin<j;  in  the  citadel,  as  did  also  the  Banks  in 
this  city.  When,  as  the  autumn  advanced,  it  became 
evident  that  the  patriots,  contidin^^  in  their  numbers  and 
unanimity,  were  bent  upon  an  out-break,  the  troops  in 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  were  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march  up  overland  to  Quebec. 
AccordinLrly,  upon  the  affair  at  St.  J)enis,  they  were  put 
in  motion,  the  34th  and 'tSrd  Regiments  of  foot  in  New 
Brunswick  marchinir,  by  divisions,  for  the  Great  Falls 
on  the  St.  John,[and  thence  throu«^h  the  Madawaska  port- 
age, 120  miles  of  uninhabited  country,  covered  three  or 
four  feet  deep  with  snow,  St.  Andre  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  from  this  place,  as  many  miles  more,  through  a  pop- 
ulous country,  suspected  of  sympathizing  with  the  pat- 
riots, to  Quebec,  accompanied  with  field  pieces  on  their 
march,  in  order  to  make  an  effectual  stand  in  case  of  an  at- 
tempt to  intercept  their  route,  as  it  was  expected  there 
would  be,  and  there  is  cause  to  believe  was,  in  fact,  intend- 
ed, but  frustrated  by  the  precautions  taken  to  defeat  it. 
The  right  wing  of  the  S5th  Regiment,  under  Lieuteuant 

*  The  following  list  of  prisoners  was  the  first  that  appeared 
in  the  public  prints  : — 

Andre  Ouirnet,  Amable  Simard,  Geo.DeBonchcrville,  Chas. 
A.  Leblanc,  Jean  Dubuc,  Frangois  Tavernier,  Jn.  Frans.  Bossu 
Lionois,  Louis  M.  Viger,  Narcisse  Lamotte,  Andre  LwcroiX; 

A.  E.  Bardy,  Jos.  Baugrette,  D.  Lavallae,  Louis  Monjeau  jun., 
Louis  Monjoau,  senr.,  Jos.  Menard,  Josejih  I'cpin,  Augustus 
Blanchette,  Ambroise  Choqiiette,  Antoine  Forte,  F.  Ilebert,  T. 
Beauvouloir,  Pierre  L'Heureux.  Felix  Beaulac,  IMerre  Legros, 
Narcisse  S.ibourier,  J.  Thille,  E.  Durocher,  Jacob  Veaudry,  J. 

B.  Leduc,  Olivier  Lussier,  Jos.  Daigneau,  Gedeon  Plante,  J. 
Bellemarre,  Chas.  Martin,  Pierre  Lussier,  F.  Larose,  F.  Bach- 
ant,  Francois  Leniire,  Tous?aiut   Lachapelle,  Joseph  Fortin, 
Constant  Antiiier,  Hubert  Raiueau,  IjOuis  Chicou  L)uvert,  A 
Barsaloue,  C.S.  Cherrier,  Toussaint  Pelletier. 
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Colonel  M.inscll,  left  Halifax  on  the  Gth  November,  via 
Windsor,  48  niiles  from  that  town,  enibarkin<r  at  the  lat- 
ter place  for  St.  Johns,  New  Hrunswick,  where  they  land- 
ed a  few  days  after,  and  immediately  proceeded  for  Que- 
bec. Th.s  winter  march  by  those  three  regiments,  who 
in  their  pronjress  through  New  Hrunswick  were  every 
■where,  by  the  inhabitants  universally,  well  .received, 
cheered,  and  assisted  onward,  was  performcu  without  the 
least  casualty.  It  is  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  par- 
ishes between  St.  Andr6  and  Quebec  through  which  the 
troops  had  to  pass  on  their  progress  hither,  ulsoto  state, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  apprehension  and  distrust  en- 
tertained of  their  disposition  and  fidelity  towards  the 
Government,  by  reason  of  the  disaifectien  so  generally 
diffused  throughout  the  Province,  every  mark  of  loyidty 
and  attention  to  their  convenience,  comfort  and  progress 
that  could  be  desired,  was  uniibrmly  shewn  them.  Noth- 
ing, indeed,  could  exceed  the  hospitality  everywhere  sig- 
nally manifested  towards  the  soldiery  by  the  French  Can- 
adian yec  naury,  (^habitants,)  on  the  whole  route  from 
St.  Andr6  to  Quebec,  a  virtue  which  has  at  all  times  been 
characteristic  of  this  kind  and  moral  people.  The  first 
division  of  the  43rd  Regiment,  from  New  Brunswick, 
crossed  from  Pointe  Levi  to  Quebec  on  the  28th  Decem- 
ber. The  second  division  reached  Pointe  Levi  on  the 
30th  December,  those  of  the  two  other  Regiments,  the 
34th  and  85th,  following  in  succession  at  short  intervals. 
The  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  between  Qnebec  and 
Montreal  this  season,  providentially  for  the  loyalists,  re- 
mained open  until  the  10th  December,  an  unusually  late 
period,  by  reason  whereof  the  Government  was  enabled 
to  forward  military  stores  and  supplies  to .  Montreal  by 
water,  which  otherwise  could  not,  perhaps,  have  been 
conveyed  in  safety  thither  from  Quebec. 

The  failure  of  the  patriotic  cause  at  St.  Charles, 
and  the  likelihood  of  its  speedy  total  suppressal,  now 
began   to    produce    some   "  loyal    manifestations,"  as 
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they  were  termed,  IVoin  tlie  FrLiich  Canadian  popii- 
liition.  Quebec,  where  tlio  «;low  of  oxultntion  at 
Colonel  Gore's  defeat  and  retreat  from  :St.  Denis  liad 
been  manifest  on  every  |)atrii>tie  visaj;e  for  a  short  sea- 
son, was,  nevertheless,  the  lirst,  it  scorns,  to  set  the  ex- 
ample. An  address  fn^m  iho  inhabitants  of  the  subur}>s 
Mt.  Hoch,  sij^ned  by  700  individuals,  was  j)reseniod,  on 
the  4th  December,  to  Jjord  Gosford,  in  the  terms  loUow- 
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"  To  His  Excellency,  tVc.,  &;c., 

*'  We,  the  undersi  ;ncd,  Her  Majesty's  faithful  and 
loyal  sulDJects,  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Quebec,  believe  that  it  is  our  duty,  in  the  critical  cir- 
cumstances in  which  this  Drovince  is  placed,  most 
respectfully  to  approach  Your  Excellency,  to  assure 
you  of  our  inviolable  attachment  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  our  determination  to  maintain  un- 
impaired the  riiifhts  and  privilen;es,  institutions  and 
laws  which  we  enjoy  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  Crown ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  deplore  tht 
conduct  of  a  portion  of  our  countrymen  who  have  suf- 
fered themselves  to  be  led  to  the  commission  of  acts 
subversive  of  the  law  and  the  public  peace ;  and  we  also 
express  the  hope  and  wish  that  the  paternal  exhortations 
contained  in  Your  Excellency's  Proclamation  of  the 
29th  Nov.,  last,  may  produce  the  effect  of  bringing  back 
those  who  have  gone  astray,  as  weil  by  a  sense  of  duty 
as  gratitude  for  the  generous  oblivion  which  Your  Ex- 
cellencyhas  promised  them.  This  disposition  to  indulgence 
to  our  countrymen,  for  which  we  express  our  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments to  Your  Excellency,  affords  us  an  assur- 
ance that  the  high  functions  with  which  Your  Excellen- 
cy is  invested,  will  not  fail  to  be  exercised  towards  all, 
so  as  to  temper  the  rigour  of  the  law  in  so  far  as  the  in- 
terests of  the  empire  will  permit. 

''  We   submit  the   foregoing   declarations   with  the 
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greater  confidence,  as  we  find  in  Your  Excellency's  Pro- 
clamation before  referred  to,  ^roundn  of  hope  that  those 
prrievanccH  of  which  the  country  has  complairicd,  which 
have   not  yet    been    removed,   will   be    gradually    re 
dressed. 

''  We  further  pray  that  Your  Excellency  would  bo 
pleased  to  cause  to  be  laid  at  the  loot  of  the  Throne, 
this  expression  of  our  sentiments  towards  Ilcr  Majesty's 
Government. 

"  With  these  sentiments  and  hopes,  we  shall  ever 
piay  for  Your  Excellency's  happiness." 

To  this  His  Excellency  answered  : — 

"  Gentlemen, — I  cannot  receive  but  with  pleasure, 
at  a  conjuncture  like  the  present,  this  public  avowal  of 
your  loyalty  towards  our  Most  Gracious  Queen,  and  of 
your  attachment  to  the  connexion  so  advantageously 
subsisting  between  this  Province  and  the  British  Em- 
pire. 

*'  While  deploring  with  you,  as  I  do  most  deeply  and 
sincerely,  the  criminal  acts  that  have  le(  to  the  calamit- 
ous and  desolating  scenes  which  have  so  recently  taken 
place  in  another  district,  it  is  to  me  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction  to  know  that  so  large  and  respectable  a  por- 
tion of  the  urban  population  of  this  district,  disapprove 
and  disavow  the  illegal  conduct  and  proceedings  of  the 
authors  of  such  acts,  and  arc  resolved  zealously  to  se- 
cond the  firm  determination  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment to  restore  and  maintain,  by  every  means  at  their 
disposal,  the  public  tran(iuility,  and  that  harmony 
and  good  feeling  between  all  classes  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's subjects  so  indispensable  to  their  happiness  and 
prosperity. 

*'  By  cultivating    and    widely    disseminating    the 
gcntiments  and   principles    which  you  have  this  day 
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fpontancouHly  come  funv.ird  to  dcclaro,  you  will  best  ad- 
vance the  object.'^  that  all  true  friends  of  tlie  com  uunity 
must  have  at  heart;  and  be  a.^^sured  that  the  only  real 
security  that  society  pos.«essea  aj^^ainst  the  horrors  and 
miseries  insepnra])le  f'oni  intestine  commotion,  is  a  ready 
and  respectful  ohedieice  to  the  laws." 

The  Constitutional  Association  of  Montreal  issued 
on  the  13th  Dueomber  the  following  address: — 

"  Address  of  tiik  CoNsTiTirnoxAi.  Assoctation  op 

THE  City  of   MoNTFIEAL  to  the    iNIIABITANiJi 

OF  TifE  Sister  Colonies. 

"  When  sedition  and  rebellion  have  boldly  pro- 
claimed themselves,  in  the  most  populous  and  pros- 
perous portions  of  tliis  once  contented  and  apparently 
loyal  Province,  and  when  anarchy  and  confusion 
have  set  the  laws  at  defiance,  and  outraged  the  har- 
mony and  <{uiet  of  social  life,  the  question  naturally 
arises,  to  what  circumstances  of  oppression,  or  to 
what  unredressed  grievances  such  a  calamitous  state 
of  things  is  to  be  ascribed. 

"  The  Constitutional  Association  of  this  city,  has 
undertaken  the  important  duty  of  answering  the  en- 
quiry, and  of  explaining  to  the  inhabitants  of  our 
Sister  Colonies,  as  succinctly  as  the  nature  of  the 
subject  will  admit,  the  real  cause  of  the  discontent 
which  has  called  into  being  the  active  disturbances 
at  present,  most  unhappily,  and  at  the  same  time 
most  unjustifiably,  existing  m  Lower  Canada. 

"At  the  conquest  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  by 
the  British  arms,  the  greater  proportion  of  its  in- 
habitants chose  to  remain  in  the  Province,  trusting 
to  the  generosity  of  their  conquerors,  rather  than  to 
return  to  the  country  of  their  ancestors ;  they  became 
British  subjects  by  the  mere  fact  of  their  provincial 
residence,  and  subsequent  civil  and  political  bene- 
factions   conferred    upon    them,     demonstrated    their 
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well-placed    trust   iu    the    generosity 
Government. 

"  The  full  exercise  of  their  roiigioua  worshij.^  the 
complete  enjoyment  of  their  .'uicient  civil  laws,  and 
the  undisturbed  use  of  their  native  lan^^uage,  were 
among  the  number  of  civil  and  social  privileges,  guar- 
anteed to  them;  and  political  privileges,  of  Cijual 
extent  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  British  pro^  incial  in- 
habitants, were,  in  addition,  subsequently  bestowed 
upon  them. 

'•  The  uncongeniality  of  the  French  laws  as  a  sys- 
tem of  provincial  civil  jurisprudence,  with  the  spirit 
and  feelings  of  British  settlers,  and  theii  expressed 
desire  for  a  change  from  the  petty  tyranny  of  a 
Governor  and  Council,  to  the  fnedom  of  a  Repre- 
sentative Provincial  Government  procured  siill  greater 
advantage  for  the  French  Canadians.  In  the  year 
1791,  the  division  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  into  the 
two  separate  Provinces  of  Lower  Canada  and  Upper 
Canada,  was  carried  into  effect,  and  a  Constitution, 
essentially  similar  to  that  of  the  Parer.t  State,  was 
conferred  upon  each,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  uni- 
versal suffrage,  was,  in  effect,  granted  to  their  in- 
habitants. 

"  It  was  conceived  that  this  measure,  by  which 
one  division  should  consist,  as  much  as  possible,  of 
those  who  were  well  inclined  to  the  English  laws, 
and  the  other,  of  those  who  were  attached  to  the 
French  laws,  was  best  adapted  to  put  an  end  to  all 
disputes  of  a  legal  sort — to  reconcile  the  jarring  in- 
terests and  opposite  views  of  the  provincial  inhabit- 
ants— to  prevent  a  great  degree  of  animosity  and 
confusion,    from   their  rooted   oppositif-n   of    interests 

a   great   ascend- 
a  united 
lature. 

"Two  objections    to    the    measure  were,   however 
neglected  by  the  Minister  of  the  day,  that  it  fostered 
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a  population  of  forciirners  in  a  British  colony,  and  that 
it  contained  no  provision,  whereby  tlio  i'lhabitants  of  the 
British  Islands  sliould  bo  totally  excluded  from  settling 
themselves  i.i  Lower  Canada. 

''  The  experience  of  fi^'ty  years  of  separation  between 
the  Provinces,  and  the  present  insurrectionary  and  sedi- 
tious spirit  exhibited  in  Lower  Canada,  pla'.nly  show 
how  far  the  advantageous  results  anticipated  from  that 
impolitic  and  undesired  measure  have  l^ecn  realized. 

"  The  possession  of  the  right  of  aim"  t  universal  suf- 
frage, and  of  a  numerical  popular  majority  of  the  pro- 
vincial constituency,  gave  the  complete  command  of  the 
Representative  branch  of  the  Legi*  iature  to  the  French 
Canadians,  who  soon  exhibited  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
their  advantage,  and  of  that  exclusive  spirit  which  has 
since  invariably  actuated  all  their  proceedings  and 
grown  into  a  firm  determination  to  accomplish  their  final 
purposes  of  the  destruction  of  the  interests  and  rights 
of  the  provincial  inhabitants  of  British  and  Irish  origin, 
and  of  the  provincial  connexion  subsisting  with  the  Par- 
ent State. 

*' A* cursory  examination  of  the  composition  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  from  its  establishment,  will  shew 
that,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  n?)  individual  of  British 
or  Irish  origin  has  been  returned  to  serve  as  a  member 
of  that  body  by  a  French  Canadian  majority,  unless  as 
a  pledged  supporter  of  French  Can  idian  principles ;  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  noprovinci^d  lawhas  been  passed, 
how  much  soever  re({uired  for  the  support  of  the  inter- 
ests or  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of 
British  and  Irish  origin,  and  that  even  tiiese  legal  ex- 
ceptiors  were  invariably  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  capricious  pleasure  of  French  Canadian  ma- 
jorities. The  spirit  of  the  legislation  of  that  body,  will 
shew  that  its  temporary  character  was  adopted  to  render 
the  Province  the  more  completely  subject  to  theii-  control, 
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or  to  enable  them  the  more  easily  to  take  advantage 
of  their  expected  predomiuance,  for  the  abrogation 
of  those  very  temporary  laws  which  they  had  been 
constrained  to  pass.  The  political  principles  of  that 
body  will  shew  a  fixed  :>ppo3ition  to  British  interests, 
not  only  in  their  aversion  to  or  rejection  of  every 
measure,  which  would  tend  to  the  introduction  of 
capital  and  of  a  British  population  into  the  Province, 
as,  for  example,  an  effectual  system  for  the  registra- 
tion of  mortgages,  and  an  abrogation  of  the  feudal 
tenure ;  but  also  in  their  positive  introduction  and 
adoption  of  every  measure  likely  to  tend  to  the  pri- 
vation of  British  and  Irish  rights,  or  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  British  ;ind  Irish  intei-ests,  such  as  the  exist- 
ing county  division  of  the  Province,  by  which  the 
British  and  Irish  constituency  in  the  seigniories  has 
been  completely  swamped  in  the  greater  numbers  of 
the  French  Canadians,  and  their  defeated  attempt  to 
deprive  their  fellow-subjects  of  British  and  Irish  ori- 
gin in  the  cities,  tenants  of  leasehold  property  in 
copartnership,  from  a  right  of  voting  for  Members  of 
the  Assembly.  The  claim  of  that  body,  for  tlie  sole 
management  and  disposal  of  the  whole  revenue  of 
the  Province,  has  constantly  had  in  view  the  -attrac- 
tion into  their  own  hands  of  the  entire  provincial 
authority,  and  the  subjection  of  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment to  thei*'  arbitrary  will.  From  their  first  in- 
sidious attempt  in  1795,  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  the 
permanent  appropriation  contained  in  the  Act  of  1774, 
for  the  support  of  the  civil  government  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  thereby  to  subject  the  ExecutiveGovern- 
nient  to  their  good  pleasure,  for  any  further  support  than 
the  pittance  they  then  agreed  to  allow,  through  the  whole 
course  of  the  financial  difficulties,  which  they  have  never 
allowed  to  slumber,  by  means  of  their  annual  supply  bills, 
their  difficulties  as  to  the  it<3ms  of  that  supply,  their 
resolution    in     1822    not    to    grant    permanent    sup- 
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plies,   or   supplies   during   the    Sovereign's  life,   their 
delegations  to  England  in  1828,  and  the  whole  cate- 
gory of  their  agitation  upon  the  subject,  down  to  the 
year   1831,    when    the   full   accomplisLment  of  their 
long-sought  desires  was  obtained  from  the  good  faith 
of  the  British  Government,  by  the  repeal  of  the  per- 
manent  appropriations;  their   first,    last,   great  object 
was   to   obtain   possession  of  the  provincial    revenues, 
well  knowing   that   by  this   means   the    Goverument 
would  be   cast  into  their  hands.     Finally,    the  detail 
•of  the  grievances   of  this   body,    as   representing  the 
opinions  of   their  constituency,   the    so  called    great 
mass   of  the   population,    completes   the    evidence   of 
their  exclusive   interests :  in   them  will  be  found,  the 
abrogation    of   the   Charter   granted    to   the   British 
American   Land    Company,  by   means  of  which  the 
Assembly   sought   to  assume   the   management  of  the 
Tvaste  lands  in  the  townships,  and  thereby  to  prevent 
the  settlement  therein  of  a   British  and  IriKh  popula- 
tion ;  the   repeal  of    the    Tenures  Act,   by    which   a 
^jommutation  of    seigniorial    tenure   may   be  efifected, 
from  their   apprehension  of  its  leading   to    the  intro- 
duction  into   the  Province    of  British  capital ;  their 
indisposition     to    encourage    the    settlement    of    the 
towr>ships  of  this   Province,    because   they   are    prin- 
cipally inhabited  by   a  British,  Irish   and  American 
population ;    their    unwillingness   to    co-operate    with 
Upper   Canada,   in    the    extensive    improvements    in 
progress   in   that  Province,  by   which    .'ts  settlement 
and  prosperity  might  be  augmented,  and  like  advan- 
tages might  thereby   accrue   to  the  British  and  Irish 
inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada ;  and   their  pertinacious 
endeavours  to  render  the  Legislative  Council  elective, 
because   in  it   alone   were   to   be  found  tlie  means  of 
opposing    their   exclusive     pretensions,    and    of   pro- 
tecting  British   interests.     Tlie  history  of  the  House 
of    Assembly   in   its   composition,    its  legislation,    its 
^spirit,  and  political  principle,  fully  establishes  the  aim 
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whicli  its  members  have  constimtly  kept  in  view,  the 
aggrandizement  of  the  population  of  French  and  the 
oppression  of  that  of  J3ritish  origin." 

"  The  recorded  tcFtinjony  of  a  French  Canadian 
leader,  and  one  of  the  delegates  to  England,  in  1828, 
to  represent  the  grievances  of  his  fellow-countrymen, 
and  since  that  time,  their  paid  agent  for  similar  pur- 
poses, corroborates  the  views  taken  by  the  Constitu- 
tional Association ;  he  declared,  in  his  examination 
before  the  Canada  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  1828,  that  '  the  establishment  of  the  English 
law  as  applicable  to  property  held  in  the  townships 
on  the  tenure  of  free  and  common  soccage,  would  be 
an  infringement  of  the  rights  belonging  to  the  French. 
Canadians,  if  not  done  by  the  Legislature  of  L-  "Wer 
Canada ;  that  the  French  laws  should  be  allowed  to 
continue  all  over  the  country;  that  facilities  should 
have  been  given  to  the  French  Canadians  to  settle  in 
the  Townships ;  that  the  means  of  going  there  should 
have  been  given  to  them ;  that  a  system  of  education, 
according  to  the  notions  and  ideas  of  the  French. 
Canadians,  should  have  been  followed ;  that  the  de- 
sire of  the  French  Canadians  must  necessarily  be  to 
keep  up  their  own  institutions,  and  to  preserve  their 
laws  in  every  part  ot  the  country  ;  that  the  Legislative 
Council  should  be  composed  of  men  who  would  side  with 
the  mass  of  the  people,  and,  in  effecting  this  latter  ar- 
rangement, that  its  natural  effect  would  be  to  secure  the 
means  ol'  extending  the  French  laws  and  the  F'rench 
Canadian  system  over  Lower  Canada.' 

"  In  the  full  and  complete  security  of  their  persons- 
and  property,  in  the  free  and  unrestricted  enjoyment 
of  their  religious  worship,  their  ancient  civil  laws, 
their  native  and  beloved  language,  and  of  an  equality 
of  rights  and  privileges  in  the  provincial  representa- 
tive government  with  their  fellow-subjects  of  British 
and  Irish  origin,  in  possession,  moreover,  of  a  nu- 
merical   popular    majority,     the     French     Canadians, 
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cofiM  \v\xc  no  symptitliios  in  eominon  with  tlio  people  of 
another  race  imd  Hpc;tkin<»-  another  bmcinaj'o,  no  in- 
ducemcnt  to  rlivest  themselves  of  prijudiees  dear  to 
them  alike  from  the  associations  of  country  and  the 
recollections  of  life,  or  to  abandon  habits  and  customs 
whicli  tliey  cherished  and  to  whl(;h  they  were  firmly 
attached,  fi)r  the  fmestionable  advantai:^cs  to  be  ob- 
tained from  assimilation  with  strangers,  whom  they 
were  taught  to  disreg  rd ;  and  the  natural  conse- 
quence has  b"'(ni,  that,  in  proportion  as  the  Frencli 
Canadian  po|Mii(tion  has  increased,  these  evils  have 
likewise  incre.' I  until  the  repugnance  to  British  in- 
terest and  Britisu  connexion  has  finally  assunied  the 
form  of  opf  n  and  declared  rebellion. 

"  The  French  Canadian  population  were  thus  not 
only  nationally  inclined  to  mark  their  active  opposi- 
tion to  their  fellow-subjects  of  British  and  Irish  ori- 
gin, but  they  ha-.i  been  taught  to  consider  them  as 
strangers  find  tresvspassers  upon  their  soil ;  they  have 
been  taught  to  feel  towards  ^hem  none  of  tliose  kindly 
sympathies  which  unite  together  subjects  of  the  same 
country  and  possessors  of  the  same  rights;  they  have 
in  fine  been  taught  to  believe  themselves  oppressed 
by  their  fellow-snbjects  of  British  and  Irish  origin, 
and  to  imagine  that  they  possessed  the  power  of  ex- 
pelling tlieir  oppressors.  Overlooking  moral  feeble- 
ness in  ]  hysical  capability,  desperate  men  niade  an 
open  live  'lood  by  influencing  the  population  of 
French  o*igin  to  acts  of  violence;  missionaries  of  in- 
surrectioT'  by  their  own  example,  ostentatiously 
shewed  to  them  the  manner  o£  setting  the  laws  at 
defiance ;  and  individuals  loaded  with  every  species 
of  personal  contempt,  aggravated  a  local  pressure 
into  popular  tumult,  or  embittered  an  unimportant 
grievance  into  bloodshed.  In  all  cases,  the  object  was 
attained, active  discontentwas  introduced  into  the  passive 
poj)ulation,  and  noon  day  nieetiugs  gradually  ripened  in- 
to sedition  and  rebellion. 
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"  It  is  tliis  exclusive  French  Cunadian  spirit  alone 
which  has  given  rine  to  all  the  discontent  existing  in 
this  Province,  it  is  this  which  has  in  fact  made  the 
question  one  of  national  origin  and  not  of  political 
pa;ty,  in  it  is  to  he  discovered  the  source  of  all  the 
disturbances  which  have  brought  sedition  and  rebel- 
lion in  their  train,  and  in  it  alone  is  to  be  found  a  full 
and  compietc  answer  to  the  eh(|uiry,  to  what  causes 
the  present  unhappy  condition  of  this  Province  is  to  be 
ascribed, 

^'  This  conclusion  is  borne  out  by  the  text-book  of 
the  complaints  of  the  French  Canadian  Representa- 
tives, adopted  in  1834,  the  famous  ninety-two  Ileso- 
lutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  v/hich  will  be 
found  a  detail  of  grievances  and  abuses  which  tliat 
body  knew  to  bo  either  altogctliei'  redressed,  or  in 
active  course  of  being  so ;  reference  is  therein  prin- 
cipally had  to  those  which  have  been  alluded  to  the 
introduction  of  the  elective  principal  into  the  com- 
position of  the  Legislative  Council,  the  abrogation  of 
the  Tcdure  Act,  and  the  disposal  of  the  whole  re- 
yenue  of  the  Province  ;  the  two  former  have  been 
most  wisely  refused,  the  latter  as  unwisely  granted. 
By  their  admission,  therefore,  no  real  oppression  exists 
iu  fhe  Province,  and  no  real  grievance,  consistent  with 
tLr  preservation  of  British  supremacy,  remains  unre- 
dressed. 

''  The  French  Canadian  leaders  have  endeavoured 
to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  professed  rcpublieaus  in  Upper 
Canada,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  fellow- 
countrymen,  by  constantly  apj  ealing  to  their  assist- 
ance for  the  support  of  popular  iustitations  and 
popular  rights,  as  if  their  real  views  were  republican, 
and  as  if  that  form  of  government  were  favoured  by 
th-:;  French  Canadian  population.  It  is  sufficient  to 
meet  tiiis  fallacious  inference  with  a  direct  denial,  as 
being  contrary   to   fact,    and   to    the   habits,  feelings 
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and  customs  of  that  population,  and  as  beinpj  altop;other 
disproved  by  the  evident  principle  of  all  the  measures 
which  have  been  proposed  or  approved  by  the  French 
Canadian  population,  or  its  Representatives  in  Provin- 
cial Parliament  assembled.  These  plainly  shew  that  their 
views  did  not  extend  beyond  the  means  of  securing  their 
own  exclusive  designs  and  intentions. 

*'  Although  hitherto  the  voice  of  supplication  in  fa- 
vour of  British  and  Irish  provincial  grievances  has  been 
unheeded,  amidst  the  clamours  of  an  insurrectionary 
faction,  these  loyal  subjects  still  confidently  trust  in  the 
magnanimity  of  the  Mother  Country,  and  still  anticipate 
from  her  justice  an  entire  redress  of  their  immeritod  and 
patiently  endured  grievances. 

''  It  is  in  the  midst  of  disorder  and  disturbance,  that 
the  Constitutional  Association  of  this  city  presumes  to 
claim  the  sympathies  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sistor 
Colonies,  and  their  assistance,  if  required,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  British  subjects, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  connexion  of  the  l*rovince 
with  the  Mother  C'ountry. 

"  Peter  M'Gill,  Chairman. 
''  Wm.   Badgley,   Secretary. 

"  Montreal,  Dec.  13,  1837." 


P.S. — The  events  at  H.  Denis  and  St.  Charles,  as  given  in 
the  foregoing  chapter,  are  taken  from  ofBcial  and  other  sources 
— such  as  I  deem  can  ue  relied  upon — and  which,  bearing  the 
impress  of  truth,  have  not  been  publicly  contradicted  by  the 
patriots  themselves.  But,  never  having  seen  their  version  of 
those  occurences,  I  took  the  liberty,  while  attending  my  par- 
liamentary duties  at  Toi  joto.  in  July,  1851,  which  a  long  and 
intimate  acquaintaace  with  Dr  Wolfred  Nelson,  then  M.  P. 
for  Richelieu,  I  thought  might  justify  me  in  hazarding,  to  re- 
quest of  him  a  sketch  of  the  affair  at  St.  Denis,  in  which  he  had 
taken  so  prominent  a  part,  in  order  that  I  might  give  it  a  place 
as  matter  of  history  in  the  prest-nt  work.  To  this,  Dr.  Nelson 
made  no  objection,  and  at  once,  with  characteristic  frankness, 
acceded,  assuring  me  ihat,  upon  his  return  home,  he  would 
take  a  leisure  moment  to  throw  together  his  reminiscences  of 
this  painful  matter,  and  transmit  them  to  me  with  leave  to 
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make  such  use  of  them  as  T  might  tliink  fit.  In  December  fol- 
lowing, I  received  from  him  a  letter  enclosing  the  following 
statement  by  one  of  hid  family,  from  notes  furnished  by  him- 
self, and  apologizing  for  the  liasty  and  imperfect  manner  in 
which  it  was  composed,  desiring  also  ihat  I  would  freely  use 
the  pruning  knife  in  retrenching  any  part  I  might  think  ad- 
visable, and  in  particular  anything  laudatory  of  him  or  his  ac- 
tions, which  I  was  to  attribute  not  to  .\ny  unprofitable  wish  to 
see  himself  applauded,  but  solely  to  the  natural  partiality  of 
the  one  who  had  held  the  pen  for  him  on  the  occasion.  He 
observes — "  Should  you  deem  any  part  ol  the  rapid  sketch  I 
herewi';h  send  vou,  worthy  of  Lotice,  you  arc  quite  at  liberty 
to  use  it  as  you  may  think  proper.  If  I  had  any  choice  in  the 
matter,  I  would  prefer  that  part  where  mention  is  made  of  the 
causes  that  impelled  me  to  assume  the  attitude  I  took  in  the 
politics  of  the  country  very  many  years  before  the  "  rumpus* 
in  1837.  You  will  find  it  to  be  indeed  a  *  plain  unvarnished 
tale,'  in  which  I  have  not  attemplcd  to  extenuate  the  position 
I  adopted  on  any  occasion,  however  much  1  may  deplo  e  cer- 
tain of  the  inc'dents  *.hat  accompanied  it."  It  is  scarcaly  ne- 
cessary to  observe,  en  passant,  that  I  have  not  thought  fit  to 
exercise  the  license  given  to  me  by  Dr.  Nelson,  nor  to  change 
oixQ  word  m  the  concise  narrative  he  was  so  good  as  to  favor 
me  with,  which  indeed  I  could  not  improve,  and  that,  as  com- 
ing directly  from  him,  must  be  interesting  to  the  reader  as 
explanatory  of  his  motives,  as  well  as  of  his  actions.  It  will 
not  be  imputed  to  me,  I  trust,  for  mere  egotism,  if  I  continue 
the  quotation  from  the  Doctor's  letter  on  the  occasion,  there 
being  passages  in  my  own  life,  as  the  reader  may  have  remark- 
ed in  a  previous  volume  of  this  work,  which  render  the  Dr's. 
testimony  of  some  value  to  me.  "I  have  had,'*  he  continues, 
"  the  satisfaction  of  being  intimately  acquainted  with  you,  for 
the  last  45  years,  and,  notwithstanding  that  we  have  been 
the  very  antipodes  of  each  other  in  political  life,  still  I  feel 
persuaded  you  have  accorded  to  me  that  meed  of  justice  which 
I  have  ever  cordially  conceded  to  you,  viz. ;  a  perfect  sincerity 
and  an  entire  personal  disinterestedness  in  all  yonr  views  and 
proceed  ngs,  and  I  am  equally  well  satisfied  that  you  would 
hail  with  as  great  delight  as  I  would,  every  occurrence  that 
rould  contribute  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this  our 
common  country,  than  which  the  British  Crown  has  not  a  more 
valuable  appendage,  atid  which,  under  the  present  form  of  gov- 
ernment, if  duly  apprc3iated,  can  have  nothing  to  covet  or 
envy  in  any  other  country  under  heaven  ;  no,  not  even  in  the 
hallowed  land  of  our  fathers.  1  have  taken  the  liberty  of  en- 
closing the  account  which  my  friend  Mr.  T.  8.  Brown  has  given 
of  his  participation  in  the  transactions  at  St.  Charles,  when 
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Colonel  Wethcrall  marched  upon  that  place.  Tliis  is  likewise 
entirely  at  your  disposal."  I  cons-ecjuently  avail  myself  of  tho 
re[)orts  of  thopc  two  pjentlenien.  which,  from  the  pari  they  took 
in  "  the  troubles'"  of  1837,  will  very  probably  interest  the 
reader.  Doctor  Nelson  has  lived  to  become,  from  a  pro- 
scribed patriot, a  favourite  and  functionary  of  the  Government, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  all  men,  one  eminently  adapted  to  fill, 
with  credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  country,  the  im- 
portant ofiicc  conferred  upon  him  by  Lord  Elgin  on  the  .idvice 
of  Mr.  Lafontaine  while  Premier.  R.  C. 


Brief  narration  of  Dr.  Wolfred  Nelson's  par'"  ,,;ition  in  the 
politics  and  "  troubles,"  that  lately  occiiued  in  Lower 
Canada. 

"The  country  having  been  deprived  of  its  Legislature,  and 
its  funds  being  expended  in  a  manner,  over  which  it  held  not 
the  smallest  control,  increased  beyond  measure  the  dissatis- 
faction under  which  it  had  labored  for  very  many  years,  pro- 
duced by  acts  of  the  Imperial  and  Colonial  authorities,  in 
which  theJCanadian  people  not  only  had  no  participation,  but 
which  were  consummated  in  direct  opposition  to  their  most 
clearly  and  energetically  expressed  will,  and  likewise  in  the 
most  flagrant  violation  of  their  constitutional  rights  and  pri- 
vileges ;  the  measure  of  colonial  vassallage  consequently 
seemed  full  even  to  overflowing,  A  tacit  submission  to  this 
state  of  things  would  have  stamped  the  country  (for  the  re- 
formers who  had  ever  protested  against  that  pernicious 
system,  constituted  at  least  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  whole 
population,)  with  a  mean  and  cowardly  character,  when  it 
assumed  a  determined  attitude,  or  it  would  have  warranted 
the  inference  that  their  oft-repeated  complaints,  resulted  from 
a  factious  disposition,  or  were  not  based  on  any  act  of  tyranny 
from  those  in  power. 

••  A  bold  conglitutional,  and  truly  British  teeling  pervaded 
every  bosom,  public  meetings  were  h^ld  in  every  village, 
parish  and  county,  especially  in  the  opulent  and  populous 
district  of  Montreal,  but  the  entire  Province  felt  this  last  and 
desperate  attack  upon  ♦heir  few  remaining  liberties  (the 
Russell  Resolutions)  most  acutely.  On  the  23rd  of  October, 
1837,  was  held  in  the  village  of  St.  Charles,  on  the  river 
Richelieu,  by  far  the  largest  meeting  that  ever  was  convened 
in  Canada.  It  consisted  of  an  assemblage  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  five  counties  bordering  on  the  Richelieu,  and  at  ihe  re- 
quest of  a   deputation  from   the  county  of  I'Acadie  to  be 
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admitted  into  the  convention,  It  was  nftrru*ar(l3  called   tho 
''  Assembly  of  the  six  Counties.'' 

"  Men  of  distinction,  both  by  wealth  and  political  influence, 
from  various  parts  of  tho  Province,  were  present,  and  ad- 
dressed tho  vast  collection  of  hardy  yeomanry,  explaining  in 
plain  and  emphatic  language,  the  multitudinons  grievances 
that  were  sappirg  the  rights  and  prospects,  and  the  very  con- 
stitution of  the  country.  Resolutions  of  a  stern  and  decided 
character  were  adopted  with  the  utmost  enthusiasm.  It  must 
be  observed,  however,  that  while  it  was  tho  object  of  the 
leaders  to  employ  tho  most  unequivocal  terms  of  remonstrance, 
it  was  not  their  intention  to  overstep  the  limits  of  legitimate 
discussion  and  reproval,  knowing  full  well  that  the  very 
worst  interpretation  would  be  given  to  their  proceedings, 
whereby  accusations  of  sedition  might  be  fabricated  for  the 
purpose  of  tormenting,  if  not  violently  punishing,  '  the 
audacious  men  for  their  treason '  against  not  the  Mother 
Country,  nor  against  the  law  of  the  land,  tor  it  was  well 
known  that  it  was  never  contemplated,  but  in  truth  and 
solely,  for  their  opposition  to  the  miserable  handful  of 
place-men  and  place-hunters,  constituting  the  most  odious 
oligarchy  that  ever  insulted  and  oppressed  a  country,  and 
forced  it  to  assume  a  position  of  self-defence.  No,  the  avowed 
object  was  to  make  a  profound  impression  on  the  English 
Government,  that  it  might  at  last  adopt  some  efScient  and 
constitutional  proceeding  for  the  removal  of  the  abuses  that 
were  incensing  every  heart,  and  the  toleration  of  which 
much  longer,  would  entirely  estrange  the  affections  of  one 
of  the  most  loyal  and  numerous  sections  of  the  colonists. 

"  Vain  and  nugatory  hop*s !  the  bureaucracy  deemed  the 
time  at  last  arrived  for  them  to  persecute,  punish  and  plunder 
those  whom  they  had  goaded  to  desperation  ;  and  that  they 
now  had  a  fine  opportunity  of  venting  their  rancour  and 
hatied,  while  justifying  their  conduct  on  the  score  of  loyalty 
and  devotion  to  England  !  They  knew  well  that  the  country 
had  made  no  preparations,  not  even  for  self-defence,  and  far 
less  for  attack  and  aggression.  But  they  would  compel  the 
people  to  take  up  arms  and  assume  a  defensive  attitude  for 
their  lives  and  properties,  and  then  style  this  movement  a  re- 
bellion against  the  Crown  of  England  I  For  many  weeks  the 
most  injurious  and  violent  language  filled  the  Governmant 
press,  and  threads  of  dire  vengeance  were  uttered  at  every 
street-corner.  Persons  were  named  who  were  to  be  the  first 
immolated,  and  the  first  victim  to  Tory  wrath  was  publicly 
announced  to  be  the  Hon.  L.  J.  Papineau,  who,  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  had,  by  all  parties,  been  looked  upon  as  the 
greatest  political  leader  in  Canada.  He  was  urgently  request- 
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cd,  by  a  Inrp^ontjmhcr  of  frionda,  to  loftvc  the  city,  ad  hi.^  life 
was  in  hourly  jooj'ardy  ;  hikI  in  ilils  requeat,  to  Uic  honor  of 
a  few  ofthclfSB  ini|il(iciiMo  Tories,  let  it  be  said,  they  joined 
in  tlie  intimation  with  an  earnestness  that  was  worthy  of  all 
commendation.  No  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  step  could 
be  entertained,  for,  h  short  time  previously,  a  magistrate, dis- 
tinguished alike  for  his  riolcnee,  and  unrelenting  hatred  of 
his  brother  Canadians— for  he  was  one  by  birth,  or  at  least 
from  infancy — and  of  all  of  liberal  principles,  headed  a  mob 
of  hot  political  partizans,  broke  into  the  Vindicaf  or  newspaper 
office  destroyed  the  pre?s  and  materials, sacked  thp  house, «c. 
and  accomplished  all  this  at  noon-day,  with  a  recklessness 
and  vociferation  thai  chused  tne  most  intense  alarm  to  every 
peaceable  uiid  well-disposed  citizen.  It  is  almost  incredible 
that  the  scene  of  this  violence  was  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  military  main  guard-ho»ise  ;  and 
that  this  shocking  outrage,  inetead  of  meeting  with  due  re- 
reprehension,  or  even  a  semblance  of  investigation,  was,  on 
the  contrary  styled  an  act  of  laudable  heroisni  and  distin- 
guished loyalty  ! !  Mr.  Papincau  very  properly  left  the  city 
the  ensuing  night,  accompanied  by  a  few  friends,  and  took 
refuge  on  lliver  Charably. 

'•  A  few  days  subsequently,  a  detachment  of  twenty  Volun- 
teer Cavalry  was  sent  to  St.  Johns  for  the  purpose  of  cap- 
turing— for  it  could  not  be  sermed  an  arrest — two  distin- 
guished citizens  of  that  place,  who  had  been  guilty  of 
the  heinous  crime  of  attending  tiio  meeting  of  the  Six 
Counties,  and  had  moved  or  seconded,  some  of  the  resolu- 
tions!  In  the  dead  of  the  night  their  d^ors  were  forced  open 
with  such  disturbance  and  violence  as  to  have  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  neighbours,  a  few  of  whom  mounted  their  horses, 
and  spread  the  alarm  throughout  the  country  as  iar  as  Lon- 
gueuil.  The  prisoners  were  manacled,  and,  to  enhance  the 
humiliation  of  their  condition,  cords  were  tied  about  their 
necks.  All  this  vandalism,  let  it  be  remembered,  was  perpe- 
trated without  any  warrant  or  mandate  from  the  recognized 
authorities.  Tie  victims  were  then  driven  to  Chambly,  and 
thence  towards  Montreal  by  the  Long  leuil  road,  through  a 
yery  populous  country,  as  if  for  the  very  purpose  of  exultation 
and  provocation.  When  the  cavalcade  had  nearly  reached 
the  borders  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  it  was  summoned  to  halt,  by 
a  small  party  of  Canadians,  who  promised  to  convey  the  pri- 
soners to  gaol,  but  would  not  submit  that  their  respectable 
Tellow-countrymen  should  be  taken  to  Montreal  in  the  condi- 
tion of  felons.  This  demand  was  responded  to  by  a  volley 
from  the  pistols  of  the  cohort,  which  was  as  promptly  raturn- 
ed  by  a  fire  from  a  few  fowling-pieces,  which  brought  one  of 
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the  lea'linj;  horses  rf  the  wiignn  to  the  ground,  thus  ofrt'ctual- 
ly  j)revoiiling  iho  further  progfcsg  of  the  vehiilc,  while,  at  Mjo 
same  ti'iie,  ihe  Captuiii  of  the  party  wiij^  wouikUmI  in  the  vheok. 
This  '  retort  courteou-*'  at  one*!  put  the  iroopiud  to  their  ut- 
iii03t  speed,  who  thus  left  tlie  liberated  prisoners  in  tlje  lianda 
of  tlicir  K'dhmt  rescuers.  Tlicy  were  found  seated  on  tliebare 
boards  of  the  wagon,  eonfined  in  a  mo.<t  j>»inful  pusture,  and 
suffering  from  intense  cold,  and  troui  the  tightness  of  the  corda 
and  irons  with  which  they  were  hound,  even  rounil  their  ni-eka  ! 
"  This  chivalrous  nchiev  ment  (jfa  few  young  ('unadians 
was  heralded  as  the  opening  of  the  "  rebellion, ^^  and  it  was 
stated  the^vliole  country  had  risen  in  arms!  A  day  or  two 
suh.-equently,  two  bodies  of  troops  werw  ordered  to  scour  the 
banks  of  the  fiichelieu  River;  one  to  asccn  I  from  Sorel  ;  the 
other  to  descend  from  Chambly  ;  and  both  wcic  to  meet  at  the 
village  of  St.  Charles,  where  Mr.  Tapine  lu'.-^  followers  hud  lo- 
cated tlumsclves  in  the  house  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Debartzch. 
There,  it  was  thought,  they  would  be  enabled  to  capturo  all 
the  men  of  n'>te  in  that  district,  as  well  as  those  genllemen 
from  Montreal  who  h  id  sought  safety  in  the  environs.  Inior- 
mation  of  the  contemplated  movement  was  conveyed  to  Dr. 
W.  Nelson,  at  St.  Denis,  and  at  about  one  o'clock,  in  the  morn- 
ing, an  officer  of  the  army,  in  disguise,  was  arrested  in  the  lat- 
ter village,  as  he  was  proceeding  to  apj)rize  the  detachment 
from  Chambly,  of  the  approach  of  that  from  below.*  'i  he  a- 
larm  was  spread,  and  at  about  G  A.M.,  some  ninety  or  a  hun- 
dred inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood  rushed  to  the  Doctor's 
succour.  He  went  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  assailants, 
and  the  morning  was  so  hazy  and  dark,  that  he  galloped  al- 
most in  the  midst  of  the  advancing  troons,  and  had  barely 
time  to  make  good  his  retreat  To  retard  the  progress  of  the 
menacing  host.  Dr.  Nelson  contrived  to  breik  down  several 
bridges,  thus  giving  himself  time  for  rallying  the  people,  and 
for  making  preparations  to  receive  his  opponents  in  hostile 
array.     The  Doctor  lold  his  friends  that  he  did  not  wish  to 


•  Note  by  Dr.  Nelson. — "  It  has  been  stated  that  this  offi- 
cer was  'barbarously  murdered  by  the  rebels;'  and  for  some 
time,  this  cruel  accusation  was  credited  by  those  who  were 
ignorant  of  the  facts  that  led  to  ids  urUmely  and  most  disas- 
trous end.  The  circumstances  attendant  on  this  lamcatable 
occurence  are  as  follows:  —  A  gentleman  in  colored  clothes 
was  brought  to  Dr.  Nelson's  houseat  about  1  A.M.,  on  the  day 
of  the  battle.  After  some  reluctance  he  acknowledged  that 
his  name  was  Weir,  and  that  he  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  32nd 
Regiment.  Appearing  fatigued  and  cold.  Dr.  N.  ordered  his 
servants  to  place  before  him  some  refreshments,  which  he  de- 
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compel  ftny  one  to  stand  by  Iiim,  but  that,  in   tho  ovont  of  a 
collidion  occurinp.hc  exported  timt  those  who  retniiined  w  Ih 
liira,  wotild  defend  them-^elvoj  couriijjeously  :  that  lie  had  no 
cause  to  regret  or  fear  any  deed  which  he  had  performed .  as  a 
public  man,  and  was  disposed  to  mcei  any  atcudulions  that 
might  1)0  openly  and  Icgitimely  brought  ag-iiu8thini ;  but  re- 
minded them  also,  that  he  would  never  subnjit  lobe  treatfd  as 
Mr.  Deniaray,  and  Dr    Davignon,  of  St.  Johns,  hail  been,  a 
few  days  before,,  and  that.  If  summoned  to  surrender,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  usages  of  tlic  laws,  he  would  at  once  acqui- 
esce and  surrender  himself.      Hut,  instead  of  a  visit  from  iho 
Sherifl'.— the  Doctor's  personal  and  intimate  friend — or  of  one 
of  his  Deputies,  the  summons  vouchsafed  him  w.is  a  cannon- 
hall,  which  killed  two  of  his  friends  near  him.     It   was  then, 
and  not  till  then,  that  the  Doctor  told  his  companions  that 
'  their  lives  were  sought  after,  and  that  they  must  sell  them  as 
dearly  as  they  could;  to  be  steady,  take  good  aim,  lose  no 
powder,  and  all  attend  to  thoir  duty,  their  self-pre=;ervation  ;* 
this  was  at  a  few  minutes  after  9  A.M.     The  second  shot  killed 
three  men,  the  falling  of  one  of  whom  brought  the  Dr.  to  the 
jfround.     The  contest  lasted  wit^   more;  or  less  vigor  till  about 
4  P.M..  when  Captain  Markham,  of  the  .32nd  Foot,  most  gal- 
lantly heading  his  company,  made  a  desperate  rush  to  pass  an 
old  store,  on  the  very  edge  of  a  steep  bank,  which  effectually 

clined,  but  accepted  of  some  whiskQy  pimch.     He  was  urged 
to  retire  to  bed  and  repose,  but  he  preferred  sitting  uj).    Tliree 
respectable  persons  were  desired  to  keep  him  company,  and  of 
these  one  was  Dr.    Kiraber,  of  Chambiy,  distinguished  alike 
for  his  warm-heartedness  and  his  bravery.     Mr.  Weir  was  told 
that  he  must  submit  to  be  detained  in  custody  for  a  few  hours, 
but  that  he  wotild  be  perfectly  safe,  and  should  be  treated  with 
respect  and  kindness,  such  as  the  Doctor  said,  he  would  wish 
to  receive  were  he  himself  a  prisoner,  which  might  be  the  case 
in  a  very  short  time.     Nothing  more  came  under  the  immedi- 
ate knowledge  of  Dr.  Nelson,  after  he  left  his  house  to  meet 
the  advancing  force.     Previous  to  going,  he  gave  Mr.  Weir 
in  charge  of  three  elderly  and  trustworthy  habitants,  with  in- 
junctions to  prevent  his  escape,  but  to  do  this  with  mildness. 
However,  on  hearing  the  firing,  at  a  short  distance,  which  oc- 
curred from  the  conflict  of  the  soldiers  and  patriots,  the  Lieut, 
made  efirbrts  to  leave  the  house,  whereupon  his  guards,  with- 
out any  orders  to  that  effect,  put  him  Into  a  carriage  to  take 
him  to  the  camp  at  St.  Charles.     As  the  unfortunate  prisoner 
and  his  escort  reached  the  upper  part  of  the  village  of  St.Denia, 
he  jumped  into  the  road,  and  struck  at  his  guards.     A  scuffle 
ensued,  and  a  couple  of  persons  proceeding  to  the  spot  where 
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prevented  the  tro^'ps  fromgct'ingbcbiud  the  Doctor's  position 
— an  object  that  had  been  i)rovided  against  by  placing  seven 
or  eight  men  in  the  store,  and  who,  by  an  active  fire  through 
the  crevices  between  the  timbers,  frustrated  every  attempt  that 
was  made  to  turn  this  important  point ;  but  just  as  the  Cap- 
tain, after  reiterated  attempts,  was  about  to  ed'ect his  purpose, 
he  was  severely  wounded  by  several  shots  from  a  building 
erected  on  a  v.iiarf  projecting  beyond  the  store.  Six  good 
marksmen  had  been  stationed  in  the  third  story,  and  success- 
fully commanded  this  point.  The  Captain's  followers  seized 
him  and  carried  him  from  the  spot,  after  which  the  firing  near- 
ly ceased,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  the  troops  withdrew. 

"  It  could  never  be  accurately  ascertained  what  the  loss  of 
ihe  besiegers  was,  but  it  must  have  been  considerable  from  the 
constanl  efforts  that  v^vie  made  to  pass  the  store  alluded  to 
above — no  man  appearing  there  bnt  was  brought  to  the  ground. 
With  the  exception  of  those  killed  at  this  point,  the  loss  was 
slight ;  the  miserable  '  fusils'  of  the  habitanlsnoi  being  able  to 
do  much  execution  save  at  a  short  distance.  Five  soldiers, 
severely  wounded,  were  left  behind,  of  whom  the  utmost  care 
was  taken  ;  indeed,  it  was  delightful  to  see  with  what  1  ind- 
ness  and  benevolence  they  were  treated  by  those  against  whom, 
but  a  few  moments  ago,  they  were  arrayed  iu  hostile  siriie. 
The  soldiers,  themselves,  have  ever  since  been  loud  in  their 
praises  of  the  demeanor  exhibited  towards  them,  a  sentiment 
at  once  characteristic  of  the  generosity  and  hoHor  of  the  British 
soldier.  A  twelve-pound  brass  cannon,  with  its  ammunition 
carriage,  &c.,  was  also  abandoned  on  the  field. 

the  contest  was  already  becoming  warm, — one  armed  with  a 
sabre,  and  another  with  a  gun,  attacked  Mr.  Weir,  who  was 
said  to  be  a  spy,  and  in  the  excitement  of  the  fray  inflicted 
mortal  wounds  upon  him.  Thus,  through  his  own  imprudence 
and  rushness,  to  say  the  least,  was  this  fine /oung  man  killed, 
almost  before  he  had  attained  complete  manhood.  When  Dr. 
Nelson  heard  of  this  sad  event,  he  expressed  his  utter  abhor- 
once  of  it,  andmostseverelyblamedandreproached  those  who 
had  been  concerned  in  it,  saying  that,  '  being  three  in  number^ 
they  could  easily  have  secured  their  prisoner/  and  it  is  mere 
justice  to  these  individuals  to  mention  that,  on  reflection,  they 
expressed  in  the  most  poignant  terms  their  regret  and  sorrow 
of  their  precipitancy.  Under  the  stupid  impression  that  the 
catastrophe  could  be  concealed,  some  persons  made  a  hole,  in. 
the  night,  on  the  beach  of  the  river,  and  there  buried  the  body 
of  the  unfortunate  gentleman. 

"It  is  due  to  historical  truth  to  give  the  above  outline  of  an 
accident  that  cast  the  profoundest  gloom  over  a  large  com- 
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"  It  is  but  simple  justics  towar^l  the  Doc  or  to  s^ate  tliat, 
during  the  strife,  his  s50ul  was  sorely  rent,  not  by  any  pusilla- 
nimous sentiments  for  his  personal  safety,  although  a  thousand 
hallowed  ties  rendered  life  most  dear  to  him  ;  but  his  distress 
to  a  degree  almost  beyond  his  endurance,  arose  from  the  cir- 
cumstancp  of  his  being  forced  into  battle  against  the  soldiers 
of  England— the  land  of  his  honored  and  venerated  Father's. 
Had  he  been  place  1  side  by  side  and  acting  in  concert  with  the 
troops,  in  resisting  a  common  fo  ^  his  emotions  would  have 
partaken  of  exultation  and  delight.  But  lo  be  placed  in  war- 
like opposition  to  them  was  grievous,  indeeel,  to  his  heart. 
The  retreat  of  his  assailants  gave  him  but  little  satisfaction  ; 
nay  he  had  a  weight  upon  him  that  he  could  not  dissipate,  and 
which  would  have  proved  insupportable,  had  il  not  been  for 
the  conviction  that  he  was  acting  in  obedience  to  laws  far 
more  supreme  than  those  of  self-preservation. 

"  Shortly  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  the  Doctor  call- 
ed his  friends  around  him  for  consultation  and  advice,  saying 
to  them  ;  '  We  have  now  passed  the  Rubicon — our  very  lives 
are  at  stake — there  is  no  alternative  :  even  a  mean,  cringing 
submission  will  scarcely  protect  us  from  every  kind  of  igno- 
miny, insult  rtud  injury,  worse  to  bear  than  death  itself,  if, 
indeed,  this  event  do  not  befall  us  at  once.  We  see,  now,  but 
the  painful  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  in  good  earnest,  and 
manfully  awaiting  the  occurrences  which  our  attitude  may  pro- 
voke ;  still,  it  may  happf^n  that  terms  will  be  ofl'ered  us,  which 
it  might  be  equally  prudent  and  honorable  to  accede  to," 
Whilst  preparing  a  course  of  defence  in  consonance  with 
these  sentiments,  the  ui»per  division  of  the  military  expedi- 
tion attacked  the  encampment  at  St.  Charles,  which,  it 
must   be    confessed,   was    far    less    favorably     situated    to 


munity,  including  Dr.  Nelson  and  his  friends, — an  occurrence 
w^hich,  until  the  real  facts  of  the  case  were  known  naturally 
excited  unusual  regret  and  condemnation." 

Note  by  tue  Author. — Without  any  desire  to  be  censorious, 
it  is  in  like  manner  due  to  historic  truth,  that  I.  also,  should 
subjoin  afew  remarksof  my  own  on  ihis  subject. 

The  above,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is,  no  doubt,  in  accordance  with 
facts  ;  but  it  avoids — very  pardonably,  I  am  willing  to  admit 
— the  cruel  circumstances  and  manner  in  which  Lieutenant 
Weir  was  put  to  death,  and  is  evidently  intended  to  be  pallia- 
tive of  this  most  atrocious  and  revolting  homicide  (never  con- 
templated, I  am  very  certain,  by  Doctor  Nelson,  to  whatever 
liabilities,  in  a  legal  or  moral  sense,  he  may  have  subjected 
himself  by  making  the  unfortunate  gentleman  a  prisoner),  and 
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resist  the  attack  than  was  St.  Denis.  The  assault  was  suc- 
cessful:  the  soldiers  swept  all  before  them,  and  n  general 
panic  ensued, — the  result  of  which  was,  that  Dr,  Nelson,  at 
St,  Denis,  soon  found  himself  totally  aVjandoncd,  save  by  a 
few  staunch  friends,  even  or  eight  in  all.  Their  sole  safety 
now  manifestly  lay  in  flight,  and  they  immediately  started  on 
their  way  to  the  United  States  through  the  dense  forests  in- 
tervening. On  coming  to  a  very  rapid  stream,  the  Doctor 
crossed  it  with  much  difficulty,  and  nearly  perished  in  so  do- 
ing His  companions  then  took  another  direciion,  but  as  all 
the  avenues  leading  out  of  the  country  were  guarded,  the 
whole  of  them  were  captured,  with  the  exception  of  General 
T.  S.  Brown,  Dr.  Nelson  being  the  last  to  yield,  after  having 
travelled  in  the  wilderness  ten  days,  swimming  rivers,  sleep- 
ing in  the  snow,  without  cloak  or  coverings,  and  much  of  the 
time  without  food.  This  was  during  the  iirstel  jven  days  of 
December.  The  excess!  veexertions  he  had  made,  and  the  pri- 
vations he  had  endured,  brought  him  on  an  attack  of  dropsy 
after  he  was  lodged  iu  gaol.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  from 
the  first  that  no  favor  would  be  shown  him,  nor  did  he  on  any 
occasion  endeavour  to  palliate  his  acts.  He  boldly  proclaim- 
ed his  sense  of  justificAtion  iu  resisting  as  he  did,  and  that  as 
the  fates  were  against  him,  he  was  prepared  for  the  worst. 
He  conceived  that  he  would  be  deemed  far  more  culpable  than 
the  French  Canadians,  whose  dissimilarlity  of  faith  and  ori- 
gin might  plead  in  extenuation  of  their  acts,  but  that  he,  the 
son  of  an  Englishman  and  a  Protestant,  should  be  found  sym- 
pathissing  with  th3  former,  would  appear  a  crime  of  very  great 
magnitude,  and  much  enhanced  by  the  fact  of  his  having 
successfully  resisted  the  attack  of  the  troops. 

"  The  Doctor  told  the  Attorney  General,  Sheriff,  and  other 
Officers  who  visited  the  prison  that  he  would  most  cheerfully 
offer  himself  as  a  victim  on   the  altar   of  his  country,    could 

I  therefore  cannot  allow  it  to  pass  without  observing,  that  I 
do  not,  nor  will  ray  readers,  I  imagine,  find  in  it  one  solitary 
extenuating  circumstance  of  the  guilt  of  those  who,  in  cold 
blood,  slew  poor  Weir.  His  arms  were  tightly  bound  with  a 
rope  previous  to,  or  on  his  being  put  into  a  cart,  or  caleche,  for 
conveyance  to  St.  Charles — consequently  any  assault,  so  pin- 
ioned, that  he  could  possibly  make  on  his  guards,  cannot  have 
been  formidable,  and  it  was  in  this  defenceless  state,  after — on 
hearing  the  discharge  of  musketry — he  had  leaped,  very  foolish- 
ly, it  must  be  admitted,  from  the  cart  in  which  he  was,  under 
which,  when  assailed,  he  vainly  sought  shelter,  that  he  was 
mercilessly  :hot,  sabred,  hacked  and  stabbed  to  death  by  the 
monsters,  who,  as  his  guards,  had  him  in  charge,and  of  which 
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he  by  so  |(loing  appease  and  disarm  thr;  bad  feelings  which 
rankled  in  the  bosoms  of  their  political  foes  agiinst  the  in- 
surgents, and  thereby  be  the  means  of  bringing  peace  and 
harmony  into  the  land  of  his  birth. 

"  Next  to  Mr.  Papincau,  for  whom,  dead  or  alive,  one 
thousand  pounds  were  offered  by  proclamation,  Doctor  Wol- 
fred  Nelson  was  assumed  to  be  the  man  most  obnoxious  to 
the  ill-will  ot  the  Tories.  This  originated  in  the  bold  stand 
lie  made  many  years  previously  against  Mr.,  now  Sir  James 
Stuarc,  when  Attorney  General,  and  whom  he  defeated  at  the 
election  of  the  '  Royal  Borough'  of  A'illiam  Henry  (Sorel)  in 
1827  :  as  well  as  in  the  uncompromising  manner  in  which  he 
invariably  condemned  the  abuses  of  those  days,  together  with 
his  popularity,  which  was  such  that  he  was  by  acclamation 
called  to  preside  the  great  meeting  of  the  Six  Counties,  on 
the  23rd  October,  1837.  As  a  most  unequivocal  proof  that 
the  Doctor  was  really  disposed  to  make  every  sacrifice  for  the 
quiet  of  the  country,  he  most  cheerfully  met  Lord  Durham's 
friend,  Lieut.  Colonel  Simpson,  and  placed  himself  entirely 
at  his  lordship's  disposal — even  to  the  forfeiture  of  life  and 
liberty — in  which  disposition  he  was  nobly  seconded  byscven 
of  hrs  fellow-prisoni  rs.  As  this  ♦act,  with  its  attendmg  cir- 
cumstanceB,  has  been  already  alluded  to  elsewhere,  it  is  need- 
less to  repeat  it  here. 

"  It  is  but  a  bare  act  of  justice  to  the  Doctor  and  his  seven 
friends  to  state,  that  during  the  exile  at  Bermuda,  as  well  as 
their  sojourn  in  ihe  United  States,  their  deportment  was 
manly  and  independent,  and  that,  far  from  reviling  the  Im- 
perial Government,  they  invariably  disculpated  it  of  blame. 
They  felt  and  knew  that  the  Eng'ish  authorities  were  desir- 
ous of  acting  with  justice  and  kindness  towards  the  colon- 
ists.    They  maintained  that  the  root  and  mainspring  ot  their 


his  mangled  body,  when  found,  afforded  too  many  shocking 
evidences;  and  all  this,  it  seems,  in  the  presence  of  a  multi- 
tude of  spectators  tamely  looking  on  at  this  heart-re r. ding 
homicide. 

It  is  to  be  reoolleeted  that  poor  Weir,  when  slain,  was 
alone,  in  the  hands  of  excited  «nemiea,  without  one  kindred 
heart  among  them  to  sympathize  with  him,  or  friendly  eye  to 
witness  and  relate  the  occurrences  that  proceeded  and  caused 
his  death — that  even  the  facts  offered  in  palliation  of  the 
cruelty  exercised  upon  him,  and  of  his  assasination,  come 
entirely  from  those  who  were  either  the  aetual  perpetrators, 
or  tacit  accomplices,  previous  to,  duiing,  or  after  the  fact 
and  who  therefore  naturallywould  seek  to  palliate  the  appall- 
ing deed.     We  know,  indeed,actUMlly  nothing  of  the  real  fact 
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opprt-Ssiona  lay  fcnliic'ly  in  the  corrupt  cc!.  of  oflice  holders, 
who,  like  ihcir  kin,  the  old  uligircr.y  in  the  Tuirloea  Colo- 
nies, ^Yel•o  tLiutorcu:^ly  deceiving  tluir  Sovereign,  and  were, 
by  incessant  injury  and  insult,  ibrciug  the  i)eoi)le  into  disal- 
fection  and  ultimately  resistaace,  as  well  ia  vindication  of 
their  rights  and  privileges  as  subjects,  as  in  the  maiuteuance 
of  their  dignity  and  self-respect  as  men. 

"  It  has  been  stated  by  some  persons,  actuated  by  a  base 
jealQusy  of  the  Doctors  decided  attitude  in  the  hour  of  trial, 
whilst  they  ignominiously  sought  safety  in  llight,  that  he  was 
in  embarrassed  circumstances  and  reckless  of  events  ;  and  th  s 
opinion  has  been  responded  to  bja  few  others,  as  a  means  of 
depreciating  the  Doctor's  position.  13ui  is  has  been  s.itisfac- 
torily  proven,  that,  at  the  time  of  occurrence  just  narrate!, 
his  business  was  in  a  most  prosperous  and  promising  state  ; 
and  that,  as  regarded  pecuniary  matters,  he  had  every  thing 
to  lose  in  this  political  struggle,  besides  being  bound  to  life  by 
the  adamantme  ties  of  the  son  of  a  Avidowed  mother,  a  hus- 
band, and  father  of  a  numerous  family.  If  ever  a  man  had 
cause  to  cherisli  existence,  certainly  he  had  reasonable  claims 
to  such  a  sentiment.     And  it  is  but  right  to  remark,  that  even 

attendant  upon  this  young  gentleman's  nntime]yend,but  such 
as  those  more  or  less  implicated  in  it  have  chosen  to  give  us,in 
•which, however,there  is  more  than  enoughofhorrorto  sickenthe 
most  unfeeling  heart.  Agreeing  with  the  above,  as  to  the 
province  of  history  in  following  an  impartial  and  just  course, 
I  may  add,  that  it  also  is  precisely  on  that  same  account, 
among  its  first  and  sternest  duties,  fearlessly  to  stand  forth 
and  prominently,  but  faithfully,  ex'iibit,in  all  their  deformity, 
the  excesses  that  occasionally  degrade  and  disgrace  the  mas- 
ses, no  less  than  to  signalize  tho^^e  noble  traits  of  patriotism 
and  humanity — not  unknown  nor  unfrequent  in  Canada—that 
do  honour  to  and  exalt  a  whole  people.  Where  is  the  value 
of  "  History,"  if  it  is  complacently  to  varnish  over  the  vices 
and  the  crimes  of  mankind,  and  shed  a  mereiricious  colour- 
ing upon  human  folly,  or  human  guilt,  deserving  only  of  ex- 
ecration, and  to  be  shunned  by  ourselves  and  those  who  are 
to  follow  us?  The  event  alluded  to  is  no  disparagement  to 
the  established  and  well-known  many  excellent  qualities  of 
the  French  Canadian  character'— anything  but  sanguinary, 
nay  naturally  hospitable  and  humane.  It  constitutes,  indeed 
a  melancholy  exception,  but  makes  no  rule  or  standard  to 
judge  by — proving  only  into  what  excesses  the  masses,  when 
excited,  may  rush,  and  consequently  the  danger  of  inciting 
them  to  courses  of  devious,  or,  to  say  the  least  of  them, 
questionable  policy,  R.  C. 
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the  niostbiitor  of  his  oiiponouts  h;ive  freely  Jicknowlelgcd  thiit 
he  Avas  iinpt'lled  by  more  h)fty  motives  than  those  of  peisonal 
interest  and  aggraiuli/.emcnt.  Ho  is  now  GO  years  of  afi;o,  and 
is  lis  active,  indusirious,  and  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  his  pro- 
fessional avocations  as  he  was  thirty  years  ago,  and  he  has  the 
cheering  prospect  before  him,  if  ln-alth  and  prolonged  life  bo 
vou.iisafed  him  yet  a  few  years,  of  being  enabled  to  view  the 
fast-approaching  termination  of  his  career  without  the  harrow- 
ing apprehensions  of  leaving  his  family  un[)rovided  for;  but, 
instead  thert  of,  ihough  not  in  aflhient  circumstances,  yet  in 
possession  of  the  ordinary  necessaries  of  life. 
"Montreal,  November,  1851." 


"  Montreal,  Ulk  November,  1851, 

"  My  Dear  Doctor. — I  have  been  very  much  gratified  with 
the  perusal  of  your  manuscript,  and  have  but  one  fault  to  find, 
which  is,  that  it  is  written  with  too  much  modesty.  It  is  dif- 
ficult for  a  man  to  speak  of  himself  lis  he  should  speak,  and 
there  is  such  a  charge  as  being  so  modest  as  to  treat  one's  own 
self  with  disrespect.  Tuough  the  harrassed  soldiers  were  un- 
fit for  duty,  it  was  your  enogy  alone  that  kept  them  out  of  St. 
Denis,  and  the  world  should  know  it.  The  conspicuous  and 
responsible  position  in  which  you  were  placed,  should  be  set 
forth  in  correct  terms.  The  Vindicator  wsia  destroyed  on  the 
Gth  November,  late  in  afternoon  or  beginning  of  evening.  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  Mr.Papiiieau  remained  in  town 
four  or  five  days  after.  We  were  told,  and  believed,  that  Dema- 
ray  and  Davignon  had  ropes  round  their  necks  ;  but  was  it  real- 
ly so  ?♦  It  must  not  be  said,  if  not  certain.  In  regard  to  sol- 
diers killed,  do  the  Military  admit  there  were  any  ?  For  if  not 
we  must  be  cautious  how  we  assert  it  positively,  without  proof, 
however  strong  may  be  our  own  impressions.  I  return  here- 
with the  manuscript,  but  wish  to  keep  the  "  Lancet"  a  little 

*  It  was  not  so— the  Dr.  was  misinformed— I  have  the  cer- 
tainty of  it  from  one  accompanying  the  bailitf  who  held  the  war- 
rant in  virtue  of  which  they  were  arrested.  Their  arras  Avere 
pinioned,  and  they  were  tied  to  the  bars,  of  the  cart  in  which 
they  were  placed  for  conveyance  to  Longueuil — bad  enough 
certainly— they  were  sjmred  the  revolting  indignity  of  which 
Mr.  Brown  very  justly  doubts,  and  which  I  am  happy  to  have 
it  in  my  powder  to  say  was  not  the  case.  See,  also,  the  state- 
ment in  French  by  *'  un  Temoin  Oculaire,  et  un  des  prison- 
niers"— post.  ^'  ^* 
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longer  to  read  it  again.     I  will  cntleavor  to  sec  you  soon,Jand 
in  mean  time  will  write  ray  report. 

"  Yours  most  taithfully, 

'"  T.  S.  BROWN." 


"  2llh  November,  1851. 

"  My  Dear  Doctou, — I  enclose  you  a  report  of  my  part  in 
the  operations  gd  the  Richelieu.  It  is  a  long  thing  to  read, 
and  yet  I  do  not  see  how  I  could  have  condensed  more ;  and 
there  are  many  things  left  out,  that  1  might  not  be  intermina- 
ble. By-and-by,  if  I  have  leisure,  I  have  a  mind  to  write  a 
chapter  or  two  oi  history  on  the  proceedings  of  1837,  which, 
if  I  do,  I  will  submit  to  you.  It  would  be  what  Mr.  Christie 
wants. 

"  I  enclose  his  letter  to  jou  herewith,  and  thank  you  for  the 
perusal.  "  Yours  truly, 

"  T.  S.  BROWX." 


"  Montreal,  25th  November,  1851. 
"  Doctor  Wolfred  Nelson. 

"  My  Dear  Sir, — Fourteen  years  ago,  this  day,  I  was  driven 
from  St.  Charles,  and  before  all  is  forgotten,  it  appears  right 
that  1  should  make  a  report  to  you  ot  my  part  in  the  opera- 
tion:5  on  the  river  Richelieu,  in  183Y 

"  In  the  city  conflict  of  the  6th  November,  1837,  I  lost  my 
right  eye,  and  got  terribly  beaten,  which  confined  me  to  my 
room  till  the  16th,  when  I  received  information  that  a  warrant 
against  me  for  high  treason  had  been  issued,  and  in  my  ignor- 
ance of  most  that  had  been  passmg  in  the  last  ten  days,  I  de- 
termined to  set  out  immediately  for  the  States,  there  to  repose, 
till  my  strength  should  be  recovered.  Departing  alone,  with- 
out conferring  withj  any  one.  I  arrived  at  the  horseboat  (foot 
of  the  current)  about  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  but  found  it  would 
not  leave  for  a  couple  of  hours,  and  then  to  carry  troops  ;upon 
which,  there  being  no  other  means  of  crossing,  in  a  night 
so  stormy,  I  engaged  a  habitant  passing  down  to  Pointe 
aux  Trembles,  to  take  me  along  with  him.  My  new  ac- 
quaintance was  very  drunk — a  sharp  north-east  snow  storm 
had  set  m — there  was  continual  danger  running  over  the 
bank,  and  consequently  I   was  obliged  to  drive,  which  add- 
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ing  to  vay  exposure,  struck  a  cold  into  ever,  limb,  ami  every 
corner  of  my  body.  That  night,  aficr  retiring.  I  suiro:cd  the 
pains  of  Toi>het. 

''In  the  morning  I  went  down  to  the  vilhigc  of  Point  aux 
Trembles,  and  from  thence  crossed  to  tlic  farm  of  an  habitant 
named  Malo,  where,  most  hospitably  received,  I  went  to  bed, 
and  passed  she  day.  In  the  afternoon  1  sent  for  Dr.  Duches?- 
nois  of  Varennes,  and  returned  in  a  canoe  with  him.  At  his 
Louse  I  met  Kodclphe  DesRivieres,  Dr.  Gauvin,  and  some 
other?,  from  whom  1  learned  that  many  warrants,  for  high 
treason,  were  issued,  many  arrests  were  mule, and  many  peo- 
ple were  flying  from  home,  in  all  quarters.  They  aldo  brought 
intelligence  of  the  rescue  of  Davignon  and  Dcmaray  at  Lon- 
gueuil.  Cocversation  soon  roused  us  with  the  reckless  viva- 
city common  to  people  thrown  suddenly  upon  their  natural 
resources,  and  compelled  to  act.  At  supper  I  observed; 
'  Well,  the  Ball  has  commenced,  1  snpitose  we  must  all  join 
in  the  dance.  *  Yes,*  said  Gauvin,  '  We  will  turnsoldicis — 
let  us  go  to  St.  Charles,  make  a  prisoner  of  Debartzch,  and 
establish  our  camp.' 

'*  Without  further  discussion,  Dcsrvivleres,  Gauvin,  a  bro- 
ther of  DesRivieres,  and  myself,  set  out  immediately  in  two 
carts,  upon  our  expedition.  1  h  .d  been  but  once  in  St.  Char- 
les, and  knew  but  one  person  there — two  of  my  associates 
(DesRivieres  and  Ganviu)  weie  still  grea  er  strangers.  At 
one  place  where  we  stopped  in  the  night,  there  were  two  ta- 
verns, and  many  people  assembled,  much  exciteJ,  enquiring 
why  the  'chiefs'  were  flying? 

" 'We  have  ammunition  and  guns.'  said  thcj',  '  let  the 
Chiefs  remain  with  us,  and  they  shall  be  protected.'  We 
reached  Mr.  Drolet's  at  St.  Marcs,  about  day-break,  and  after 
breakfast  crossed  to  St.  Charles.  I  went  to  Durochcr's  and 
laid  down,  too  much  broken  to  stand  longer.  Gauvin  collect- 
ed a  small  party  of  men  with  fusils,  put  himself  at  their  head 
marched  up  to  the  Manor  house,  and  took  possession.  De- 
bartzch  and  family  were  then  safe  in  Montreal.  Shortly  after 
a  horse  was  brought  for  me,  and  I  proceeded  to  take  command 
of  the  camp,  which  by  evening  mustered  quite  a  garrisonwiih 
sentinels  posted.  The  next  day  being  Sunday,  uuthiug  was 
done — much  to  my  annoyance. 

"  On  Monday  we  felled  the  trees  round  the  hoi;se,  and  laid 
up  their  trunks  as  a  barracide  round  a  large  aie.i  (enclosing 
all  our  buildings)  which  when  covered  with  earth,  would 
have  been  bullet  proof,  and  formed  an  out-woik  to  a  fort, 
but  never  completed,  it  remained  a  mere  log  fence.  The 
people  from  the  surrounding  country,  came  in  great  numbers, 
all  enthusiastic  and  ready  vo  devote  life  and  property  to  the 
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call  of  their  country  ;  but  the  chief  men  were,  as  you  remem- 
ber, with  two  or  three  exceptions,  absent  or  secreted;  and 
under  these  circumstances,  it  could  not  be  expected  tliat  the 
people  would  have  much  confidence  in  operations  conducted 
by  three  young  men,  of  whom  they  knew  nothing,  and  whose 
personal  deficiencies  were  too  visible ;  Col.  Lemay,  Simon 
Lcspcrancc  and  two  others,  were  brought  in  prisoners,  and 
detained  by  me.  1  directed  a  guard  to  be  placed  over  Les- 
perance's  Store,  for  its  protection,  and  took  possession  of 
Spink's  Store  at  St  Charles,  where  I  placed  a  guard  to  pre- 
vent plunder.  Of  provisions  we  had  abundance,  but  the  wheat 
was  to  be  ground,  and  the  cattle  to  be  killed,  and  with  no  or- 
ganised Commissariat,  or  Quarter  Master's  Department,  men 
who  joined  ^eft  us  for  want  of  food  merely  because  wo  had 
no  system  lur  distributi  ig  it.  All  were  ready  to  obey,  but 
there  was  no  body  to  command.  In  the  absence  of  Com- 
manders or  instructors  of  Squads,  no  body  knew  what  to  do 
or  how  to  go  about  it.  For  myself  whatever  I  might  have 
done  at  another  time,  I  was  suffering  excruciating  agony  of 
body,  especially  through  the  long  nights,  and  moving  in  pain 
through  the  day,  I  could  direct  nothing  with  energy.  At  a 
moment  when  everything  was  required  of  me,  I  was  fit  for  no- 
thing. Of  ammunition  we  had  some  half  dozen  kegs  of  gun- 
power  and  a  little  lead,  which  was  cast  into  bullets  ;  but  as 
the  fire-arms  were  of  every  calibre,  the  catriiges  made,  were 
too  large  for  many,  which  were  consequently  useless.  We  had 
two  small  rusty  field  pieces,  but  with  neither  carriages  nor 
appointments  they  were  as  useless  as  two  logs. 

*'  There  was  one  old  musket,  but  not  a  bayonet.  The  fire 
arms  were  common  fusils,  in  all  conditions  of  dilapidation, 
some  tied  together  with  strings,  and  very  many  with  lock- 
sp'  ngs  so  worn  out,  that  they  could  not  be  discharged. 

"  Encouraged  by  your  masterly  defence  at  St.  Denis,  we 
felt  no  alarm  at  the  approach  of  Col.  Wetherall,  who  halted 
.at  St.  Hilaire  some  eight  miles  distant.  On  Friday,  the  24th 
November,  the  day  being  fine,  T  reconnoitered  the  country  for 
some  distance  up  the  river,to  a  ravine  where  there  was  a  small 
bridge,  that  I  ordered  to  be  destroyed,  and  placed  a  picket  in 
the  Brush  wood,  near  by,  to  fire  on  Col.  Wetherall's  advance 
should  they  attempt  a  reconstruction.  I  placed  another  party 
on  the  summit  of  the  ravine,  directing  them  to  erect  a  strong 
barracide,  from  which  they  could,  with  safety,  fire  on  the 
troops,  as  they  advanced  from  below.  The  remainder  of  the 
men  I  had  brought  from  the  camp,  I  picketed  in  the  farm 
houses  along  the  road,  with  instructions  to  turn  out,  if  the 
troops  approached,  and  fire  from  behind  the  wood  piles,  and 
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other  gafc  covers,  of  which  there  was  abuodiince  along  the 
river  bnnk. 

"  About  midnight,  the  camp  .vas  aroused  by  an  a'arm.lhat 
the  troops  were  coming.  Those  who  came  from  the  far- 
thest point  up  the  road,  h  d  neither  heard,  or  seea  them,  and 
I  am  sasisfied  the  alarm  was  false,  but  it  was  only  after  I  had 
sent  men  out  into  the  fields,  to  bring  back  a  report,  that  no 
enemy  was  surrounding  us,  that  I  could  get  the  people  quiet- 
ed. My  arrangements  of  the  previous  day  were,  as  I  discover- 
ed when  the  troops  really  did  appear,  com[)letely  broken  up- 
for  very  few  who  fell  back  on  the  camp,  that  night,  returned 
to  their  posts. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25tii,  1  mustered  mynieii  in  (amp— they 
numbered  one  hundred  and  nine  (lOy  fusils  audi  as  I  have  de- 
scribed ,  and  I  presumed  1  could  count  on  50  tnore  in  the  vill- 
age. At  this  moment  I  received  a  written  communication 
signed  "  Your  friends  below  the  Rapids,'  informing  me  that 
Col.  Wetherall  having  received  orders  to  retire  to  Montreal, 
was  makiug  Preparations  for  crossing  the  river.,  at  St.llilaire, 

"  Thus  relieved  from  all  anxiety  on  that  side,  I  set  about 
organizing  a  Commissariat,  and  after  arrrtnging  what  waa 
necessary  at  the  camp,  went  down  to  the  village,  to  see  how 
I  could  get  our  wheat  ground  into  flour.  While  occupied  with 
this  business,  intelligence  was  brought,  that  the  troops  were 
advancing,  and  riding  to  the  camp,  I  found  that  all  my  re- 
maining outlying  pickets,  had  come  in,  without  waiting  for 
their  approach.  Collecting  about  thirty  of  them,  I  ordered 
them  to  return,  and  proceeding  with  them  a  mile,  or  more, 
came  in  full  view  of  wheat  appeared  about  400  to  500  Infan- 
try, with  two  pieces  of  light-horse  artillery,  and  a  small  party 
of  cavalry.  The  day  was  fine,  ths  ground  frozen,  and  they, 
after  so  good  a  repose  at  St.  Hilaire,  advanced  rapidly.  I  or- 
dered my  men,  as  before,  to  take  advantage  of  wood  piles,  and 
inequalities  of  the  ground,  to  fire  on  ihe  advance,  and  left  them 
to  return  to  camp.  While  stopping  at  one  point,  to  recon- 
noitre, my  horse  by  a  sudden  turu  threw  me  violently  on  the 
rough  frozen  road.  He  was  caught— I  mounted  again,  1  know 
not  how,  and  got  beck  to  camp.  Such  a  throw,  In  ordinary 
times,  would  have  unfitted  me  from  moving  an  inch.  J  called 
the  meu  to  their  posts — they,  stepped  ont  manfully,  but  I  do 
not  think  the  who'  >  number  exceeded  seventy.  Then  I  hurri- 
ed to  the  village  to  bring  up  all  who  might  be  there.  The 
fields  were  covered  with  a  complete  flock  of  men,  women  and 
ehildren,  from  along  the  road,  who  were  flying  before  the 
troops. 

"Just  as  I  turned  again  towards  the  camp,  a  respcctaWe 
old  habitant  came  running  up,  to  say,  that  he  had  been  sent  by 
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tho  Kuj?li;.l\  Conimantler,  to  (ell  ua  tnat  if  we  made  no  aitack 
on  the  troopa,  \\wy  would  not  harm  us  1  at  once  supposed, 
that  followed  in  tlio  rear,  hy  our  friends  from  above,  Ihey  were 
seeking  a  free  passaRe  to  Sorel,  and  determined  lo  send  a  mes- 
pflge  in  reply;  that  if  they  would  lay  down  their  arms,  they 
should  pa35  unmolested.  A  man  in  llie  employ  of  Mr.  Duro- 
cher,  was  the  only  one  1  could  send — he  hud  to  go  back  for  his 
coat,  and  then  we  set  out ;  I  instructing  him  as  we  proceeded 
towards  the  camp.  Arrived  within  about  250  yards,  at  the 
top  of  Uie  ravine  below  the  Church,  I  slopped  to  take  breath, 
and  was  looking  to  see  what  use  could  be  made  of  the  ravine, 
when  three  round  shot  paseed  near  me,  in  quick  succession, 
and  as  I  rciaed  out  of  the  rfyad,  down  which  the  first  fire  was 
directed,  the  musketry  opened  on  our  camp.  To  go  forward 
was  uselcBS,  as  1  could  order  nothing  but  a  retreat —without 
it  the  people  commenced  retiring.  I  tried  to  rally  the  little 
s(|uads,  ray  only  hope  being  in  keeping  together  the  fowling 
pieces  we  had  collected,  but  fin  ling  ofter  a  long  trial,  my 
strength  and  authority  insufllcient,  1  considered  my  command 
gone,  turned  my  horse,  and  rode  to  meet  you  at  St  Denis 
(seven  or  eight  miles)  where  you  may  iLmernber  I  arrived 
about  nightfall. 

'*  A  mere  accident  took  me  to  St.  Charles,  nnd  put  me  at  the 
bead  of  a  revolting  force.  Another  mere  accident  kept  me  out 
of  the  repch  of  musket  shot.  Having  no  Aid-de-camp  or  per- 
son that  I  could  send,  I  was  obliged  myself  to  be  everywhere, 
in  making  preparations  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  consequently 
the  last  that  most  of  the  men  saw  of  me,  was  when  I  was  rid- 
ing from  front  to  rear,  which  was  exactly  the  course  of  nil 
these  who  were  flying  in  the  fields. 

"  Yours  truly, 

"  T.  S.  IJUOWX. 


Anxious  loasceitaia  wbeLher,a3  stated  by  Doctor  W.  Nel- 
son, Messrs.  Demaray  and  Davignou,  \i rested  at  St,  John's  on 
charge  of  High  Treason,  had  been  treated  by  their  captors 
with  the  indignity  he  represents  them  to  have  been,  I  request- 
ed a  friend,  (Col.  Gugy,)  acquainted  with  those  gentlemen, 
to  enquire  of  them  as  to  the  fact  in  question,  which  according- 
ly he  did,  in  consequence  whereof  the  following,  being  more, 
however,  than  bargained  for,  was  sent  me.  A  simple  yea 
or  nay  would  have  sufficed,  neither  of  which  is  given,  though 
it  was  all  that  was  desired.  It  may,  however,  be  decidedly  in- 
ferred from  this  slateraent,  that  they  were  not  subjected  to  the 
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supposed  indignity.  Besides,  that  they  really  wore  not,  I  li  ive 
from  the  best  authority,  as  mentioned  in  atjolhcr  place.  For 
true  cause  of  the  arrest  of  those  gentlemen,  sec  p:ige  43fi. 

U.  C. 


AUBKSTATION  DK  i'lElUlE  I'ALTi  DKMAUAY,  NOTAlltE,  R  T    DK  JOaEI'II 
DAVIONON,    MKDtCIN,    DK    LA    VII.LS   DK   ST.    JEAN    DOUCHKSTBH. 

Le  17  Novcmbre  1837,  a  3  hcurea  du  matin. 

Lcs  assembltea  publlquesquiavaient  eu  liou  depuis  (pielque 
temps,  a  roccasion  des  droits  recliLmci  par  les  hiibitauts  de 
cette  province,  comme  colons  anglais,  aviiieut  tellement  trou- 
ble les  Toiies  d'alors,  ((-uc  ces  derniers  ne  mcttaient  aucun 
frein  a  leur  vengeance,  m6me  sur  les  personnes  inotfensives  ; 
c'est  ainsi  que  ces  messieurs  les  Tories  de  St  Jean  se  sont  con- 
duits envers  messieurs  Deniaray  et  Davignon,  deux  paisibles 
citoyens  de  la  ville  de  St.  Jean  Dorchester.  An  dcj-ens  de  la 
verite,  I'on  avail  troure  lesmoyens  defairc  croireau  gouvern- 
ment  co  qui  n'existait  vraiment  pas,  et  c'est  par  ces  moyens 
que,  pour  se  venger  contro  ces  Messieurs,  Ton  parvint  a  faire 
arreter  messieurs  T'emaray  et  Daviguon.  Ce  fut  sur  les  troia 
beures  du  matin,  qu'une  trentaine  de  volontaires  ou  cavaliers 
88  transportcrent  a  la  dcKteure  de  ces  messieurs,  lesarracher- 
ent  de  leura  lits  et  les  menerent  a  I'hotel  Mott,  ou  ils  furent 
mis  aux  fers  et  cnsuile  lies  et  garrottes  a  la  charrette  qui  do- 
vait  les  transporter  a  Moutreal ;  ce  fut  alors  que  Ton  dit  aux  pri- 
sonniers,  que  les  gardes,  hvaient  oidre  de  les  livrer  a  Montreal, 
morts  ou  vifs  ! !  L'insolente  fierte.avec  laquelle  se  condui^aient 
ces  gArdes  fut  bientot  punie.  A  environ  une  demi-lieue  du  vill- 
age de  Longueuil,unc  trentaine  de  Ci^nadicns,  mal  armes.ayant 
cu  la  nouvelle  que  Ton  avti*'  fait  prisonnit  t  politiqucs  et  mal- 
traitie  des  hommes  qui  ne  i  meritaient  nullement,  se  mirent 
en  embuscade  pour  attendre  la  garde  qui  conduisait  les  pri- 
BOnniers,  avec  I'intcntion  de  liberer  ces  derniers,  sans  le  mo- 
indre  mal  possible. — Lorsque  la  garde  fut  a  environ  une  tren- 
taine de  pas  des  Canadiens,  ces  derniers  se  montrerent  aou- 
dainement  le  long  de  la  cloture  du  chemin,  et  quelques-uns 
Bauterent  dans  le  chemin.  La  garde  surprise,  s'arreta  tout  a 
coup,  et  deraanda  aux  Canadiens  ainsti  armcs,  ce  qu'ils  vou- 
laient ;  ce  fut  alors  que  le  brave  Viger  repondit,  au  nom  des 
autres  :  "  Vous  ne  passerez  pas  sans  nous  livrer  nos  citoyens 
que  Tous  avez  faits  prisonniers  injustement." — Le  capitaine 
de  la  garde  leur  dit,  qu'ils  n'avaientancun  droit  deles  arreter 
ainsi|  et  que,  sils  persistaient,  il  serait  oblige  de  faire  feu  sur 
eux.  Viger  leur  dit  qu'ils  ne  passeraient  pas  sans  avoir  remis 
entre  sea  mains  leurs  prisonniers,  et  que  si  la  garde  faisait  feu 
Bureux,  lis  auraienl  le  plasir  de  riposter  — Ce  fut  alors  que 
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la  garde  commcufja  lo  fou  et  la  bataille  s'enpfag^a— quo  la 
garde  an  noinhre  d'enyiron  3G  fiit  ruise  en  deroulc,  laissant  for- 
ccmcntdcrricrceuxjleurs  prisonniers^aprcg  nu'ine  avoir  tircplu- 
Bieurg  coups  do  fou  aur  lesprisonnierd,  on  execution  do  I'ordre 
qu'ils  didaiont  avoir  regu,  niaia  hcureusement  sans  eiret. — II 
n*y  eut  aucuri  blesse  pivrnii  cej  braves  Canadiens,  (lucUiues- 
uns  ont  cepondant  ete  blesses  parmi  Its  cavalieig  qui  com- 
posaient  la  gardo. 

II  est  impoasiblo  de  decriro  avec  qticlle  joio  ces  braves  Ca- 
nadioBS  oni  ro«jii  entro  leurs  bras,  ks  persoiaiea  qu'ils 
avaient  arracbocs  des  mains  dcs  gardes.  Cette  joio,  melee 
de  larmes,  rostera  loujours  gravce  dans  lo  C(»;ur  do  ceux 
qu'ils  out.  ainsi  iiberes,  ])lai8e  a  Uitui  (pie  la  niemoire  de  ces 
braves  Canadiens  suit  a  jamais  gravee  dans  I'histoiie  du^notre 
pays.  "  • 

Un  TEMOIN  OCULArRE,  KT  L'L'N  DBS  rRISON.N'iBUS . 

St.  Jean,  January  5ih,  1853. 

Shortly  after  the  advent  of  Mr.  Lafonlaino  with  bis  friend 
Mr.  Baldwin  to  olfico,  in  the  autumu  of  18-12,  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Sir  Cliarles  Bagot,  he  proposed — actuated  by 
a  humane  and  sound  policy — to  His  Excellency,  an  amnesty 
of  all  political  offences,  or,  if  this  were  for  the  present  inex- 
pedient, tliea  that  at  least  all  prosecutions  under  the  various 
bills  of  indictment  that  had  been  found  from  high  treason, 
still  pending  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  at  Montreal, 
should,  as  a  conciliatory  measure,  be  abandoned.  The  Gov- 
ernor did  not,  it  seems,  deem  an  amnesty  at  that  moment  ad- 
visable, and  which,  probably,  his  instructions  may  have  pre- 
vented, but  had,  it  was  reported,  and  correctly  I  have  no 
doubt,  no  repugnance  to  accede  to  Mr.  Lafontaine's  advice, 
and  to  consider  as  non  avenues  and  null,  all  indictments, 
against  whemsoever  found,  from  political  causes,  that  against 
Mr.  Papineau  alone  excepted,  p.nvl  on  this  point  he  seemed  de- 
termined to  insist.  Mr.  Lafontaine,  to  his  credit  be  it  told, 
at  once  decliaed  acquiescing  in  the  proposed  exception,  to 
which,  indeed,  he  could  not,  without  dishonor,assent,expre3S- 
ing  his  determination  to  resign  his  office  (the  AttorueyGeneral- 
ship  of  Lower  Canada)  rather  than  consent  to  make  Mr. 
Papineau  an  exception,  as  insisted  upon  hy  the  Governor. 
Sir  Charles,  however,  at  last,  wisely  gave  way,  and  authoriz- 
ed Mr.  Lafontaine  to  enter  a  nolle  prosequi  to  the  indictment 
found  against  Mr.  Papineau  (at  this  time  in  France),  as  well 
as  to  those  found  against  others  from  the  like  cause.  By  this 
generous  and  energetic  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lafontaine, 
a  return  to  Canada  was  opened  to  Mr.  Papineau,  and  of  whicb 
early  in  1845, he  availed  himself,  after  an  absence  nearly  of 
eight  years. 
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Mr.  Pftpineau  did  not,  it  appenm,  contcmpldte, on  returning 
to  bis  native  country,  a  re-entry  upon  public  life;  hut  warm- 
ly Bolicitcd  from  various  parts,  he  fuinlly  allowed  liitnaelf, 
though  reluctantly,  to  be  proposed,  at  the  general  election  ia 
1848,  as  a  Candidate  for  tlie  County  of  St.  Maurice,  and  for 
which  lie  was  returned.  Ilin  re-appearance  in  Parliament 
was  not  favorably  received  by  Mr.  Lafontaine  and  his  friends, 
from  the  apprehension  that,  disapproving  of  this  gentleman's 
policy,  as  ho  was  known  to  do,  and  from  the  antagonism  that 
had  formerly,  previous  to  the  rebellion,  arisen  between  them, 
and  not  yet  forgotten,  he  might,  through  the  intluence  he 
formerly,  and  to  a  considerable  oxtent  still  enjoyed  amotig  hia 
compatriots,  divide  the  French  Canadian  party,  and  weaken, 
if  not  break  down,  ^f^.  Lafontaine's  power  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly.  He  was  here  bitterly  assailed,  on  the  score  of  his 
past  and  present  politics,  by  Mr.  Lafontaiue's  supporters,  but 
by  none  with  such  vehemence  as  by  his  quondam  disciple  and 
friend,  Doctor  Wolfred  Nelson.  Ilence  the  correspondence 
and  rscriminations  in  the  public  prints  (from  which  the  fol- 
lowing are  extracts  (between  those  gentlemen.  The  quarrel 
certainly  afforded  some  instruction,  as  well  as  amusement,  at 
the  time,  though  at  the  expense  of  the  parties  engaged  ;  but 
their  friends  veiy  generally,  and  with  much  rcison,  regretted 
and  condemned,  not  less  the  unnecessary  revelations  of  their 
mutual  deeds,  if  not  misdeeds,  in  times  past  and  present, than 
the  acrimony  With  which  they  were  brought  o  it  I  and  1  may, 
without  ofTence,  add,  that  it  were  far  better  for  their  owii 
sakes  had  the  alteration  beon  divided. 

If  called  upon  to  define  the  essentials  in  which  Messrs. 
Papineau  and  Lafontaine — both  gentlemen  of  French  origin, 
and  who,  in  turn,  have  largely  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  their 
fellow-countrymen — politically  differ,  I  must  own  at  once  my 
inadequacy  to  the  task,  useless  it  be,  that,  equally  opposed 
to  the  union  forced  upon  the  French  origin  population  of 
Lower  Canada,  the  former,  to  nullify  it,  would  prevent  it 
from  at  all  working  ;  while  the  latter,  making  a  virtue  of  ne- 
cessity, has  pursued  a  wiser  policy  in  working  it  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  country,  and,  in  particular,  of  his  compatriots, 
placing,  through  his  influence  with  LordElgin  several  of  those 
even  who  were  the  foremost  and  most  conspicuous  in  the  re- 
bellion, in  some  of  the  most  important  and  lucrative  offices  in 
the  Province,  provoking  himself  in  this,  as  I  at  least  opine,by 
for  the  more  skillful  politician  of  the  two.  This.latter  policyj  it 
is  true,  has  not  b-en  satisfactory  to  all  the  world,  and  it  is,  in- 
deed, in  a  general  sense,  open  to  grave  objections  ;  but  never- 
theless it  may,  in  this  instance,  be  a  sound  one  Mr.  Lafon- 
taine, it  is  pretty  generally  admitted,  has,  by  consulting  only 
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the  practicable  and  expedient,  acted  wisely  and  well,  amidst 
the  difficulties  that  beset  his  position  as  Prime  Minister,  which 
he  of  late  occupied,  and  that,  upon  the  whole,  though  there 
are  derogating  circumstances  in  the  course  of  it,  his  adminis- 
tration has  been  eminently  successful.  It  was,  in  fact,  from 
the  impetuous  and  blind  pursuit  of  the  impracticable  and  inex- 
pedient, that  Mr.  Papineau  lost  himself,  shipwrecking  his  own 
and  his  party's  hopes,  and,  with  his  f  xample  and  failure  before 
him,  it  is  to  Mr.  Lafontaine's  credit  tbiat  ho  has  had  the  wis- 
dom to  profit  by  them.  R.  C 


■  *  * 
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(Editorial  from  ■•  LaMinerv-','^  Uh  September,  1848.) 

"  On  pent  voir  par  la  date  que  port©  les  attestations  suivan- 
tes,  que  nous  Ifs  avions  en  notre  possession  depuis  deja  quel- 
que  temps.  Nous  ne  les  aurions  jamais  mises  au  jour,  si  on 
n'etait  pas  revenu  avec  un  nouvel  acharnement  insulter  a 
outrance  a  des  citoyeus  recomraandables  qui  ont  bien  merit© 
de  la  patrie.  On  a  encoie  remue  ciel  et  terre  pour  stduire 
des  hommes  inconnuspour  la  plupart,  en  leur  faisant  relrem- 
per  famemohe  par  des  moyens  connus  aux  intriguants,  pour 
leurfaire  affirmcr  des  choses  qui  etaient  contredites  deja  par 
plus  de  cinquante  citoyens  respectables  et  dignes  de  foi,  qui 
ont  cte  temoins  de  tout  ce  qui  s'est  passe  a  St.  Denis,  le  23 
novembre  1837.  Nous  regrettons  infiniment  de  revenir  encore 
sur  ce  snjet,  raais  nous  ne  devons  pas  garder  le  silence,  lors- 
que  nous  voyons  des  citoyens  recoromandables  qui  ont  fait  tant 
de  sacrifices  poursoutenir  I'honneurdes  Canadien3,pour  con- 
duire  nos  compatriotes  a  la  victoire,  pour  leur  donner  un  nom, 
pour  les  faire  respecter  meme  par  nos  plus  mortels  'ennemis, 
nous  ne  devons  pas,  disons-nous,  gardor  le  silence  lorsque 
nous  voyons  dcr  hommes  d'hler,  des  pigmees  politique^,  qui 
n'o.A  jamais  paye  ni  de  leur  personne  ni  de  leur  bourse  leup 
dette  a  la  patrie,  insulter  a  des  horamf  s  qui  ont  fait  leur  preu- 
ve  de  devouement  a  la  ciuse  commune,  nous  serious  coupable 
d'ingratitude  si  nous  n'elevions  la  voix  pour  les  dcfendre. 
Puisque  nos  adversaires  reviennent  avec  acharnement  sur  ce 
sujet,  nous  ne  devons  pas  I'abandonner,  et  dussions-nous  de- 
plaire  a  quelques-uns,  nous  devons  accomplir  notre  tr.che,  celle 
de  rendre  hommage  a  la  verite. 

"  Toutes  les  trames  qui  ont  precede  les  malbeureux  evene- 
ments  de  3'/  nous  sont  connues,  nous  avons  eu  occasion  d'ap- 
precier  tons  les  acteurs  qui  ontpris  part  au  grand  drame,avant, 
pendant  et  apres.  On  semble  ignorer,  ou  on  vent  oublier  ce 
qui  s'est  passe  alors.  Ceux  qui  ont  forfait  a  I'honneur  doivent 
etre,  suivant  qurlques-nns,  les  superieurs  de   ccux  qui  ont 
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mciUe  dea  lauriers  !  Cettemaxime  est  tout  a  fait  nouvelle  et 
ne  pent  exister  que  chez  un  peuple  ingrat  et  indigne  do  posse- 
der  des  hommes  qui  se  devouent  a  la  cause  commune.  Nous 
esperons  que  le  jour  n'eat  pas  eloigne  ou  un  historieu  impartial 
se  chargera  de  la  tache  d'ecrire  I'histoirc  do  rinsurreclion  de 
1837,  et  de  tous  les  evencments  qui  Tont  precedee,  et  s'll  se 
trouve  encore  des  hommes  assez  prejugea  pour  ne  pas  rendro 
hommage  au  nierite,  la  posterite  sera  plus  judicieuse,  elle 
Baura  comment  jugcr. 

"  De  grands  personnages  se  sont  caches  derriere  le  ridcau, 
et  ont  pousse  des  hommes  de  ricu  pour  la  plupart,  a  attaquer 
de  la  maniere  la  plus  odieuse  M.  le  Dr.  Nelson  et  M.  Carlicr, 
deux  citoyens,  qui,  dans  toutcs  les  circonstances  difficiles  ou 
e'est  trouve  le  pays,  ont  pave  et  de  leur  personne  et  de  leur 
bourse  pour  souteuir  Thonneur  canadien.  On  vient  encore  de 
iancer  des  manifestes,  noa  pas  pour  prouver  des  faits,  mais 
pour  les  insulter  de  la  maniere  la  plusoutrageante,  etquelquea 
bonnes  ames,  animecs  parde  bons  motifs  peut-etre,  voudraient 
que  nous  garderions  le  silence  apres  de  pareils  outrages  !. . . . 
Non,  certainement  non,  toutes  les  puissances  reunics  ne  pour- 
ront  pas  nous  baillonner  apres  des  insultes  aussi  malveillanles, 
aussi  peu  meritecs,  quoiqu'elles  partent  de  bien  bus.  II  est 
toujours  une  classe  d'lndividus  qui  pretentl'ureille  a  lacolum- 
nie,  et  notre  devoir  est  de  les  detromper. 

''  L'instigateur  de  tout  ce  scandale  est  M.  Henri  Lnpparrc 
quia  affirmc  sousserment  que  M.  le  Dr.  Nelpon  a  dit  au  chef 
supreme  d^alora  de  se  sauver  I  Environ  40  temoins  de  notre 
pait  affirment  le  contraire,  parce  que  lo  Docteur,  etant  parti 
de  chez  lui  vers  G  heurcs  du  matin,  et  qu'il  n'y  est  retourne 
qu'apres  4  heures  du  soir,  n'a  pu  domier  ordre  a  Tautre  de  se 
sauver,  lorsqu'il  est  prouve qu'il  est  parti  vers  9  heures  del'a- 
vant  midi,  pendant  Taction! 

"Le  Icctcur  doit  se  rappcler,  que,  d'apres  son  propre  aveu, 
fait  a  Mr.  Philippe  Turcot,  h  mme  plein  de  probite,  comme  on 
le  salt,  M.  Lapparre  s'est  cache  dans  une  cheminee  ded  le  com- 
mencement de  la  bataille,  d'autres  temoins  ont  affirme  I'avoir 
vu  se  sauver  par  une  fenetre,  ne  trouvant  pas  sans  doute  sa 
retraite  dans  la  chem'nce  de  la  maison  assiegee,  assez  sure  ;  ces 
temoignages  n'ont  pas  ete  contredits  ;  et  d'apres  cela,  il  est 
permis  de  douter  de  la  veracile  du  reste  des  depositions.  Nous 
avons  de  n'^tre  cote  les  temoignages  d'hommcs  emine- 
ment  respectables,  tels  que  M.M,  Bourdages,  Jalbert,  Dr.  Kim- 
ber,  Gadbois,  Capt  Raynauld,  Fv?.  Mignault,  J.  E.  Mignault, 
Ant.  Cheval.  Pr.  Cheval,  FrS;  Pineau,  J.  ArcbambauH,  Fra. 
Marcotte,etd'un  grand  nonibre  d'autres  personnes  avantage- 
usement  connues,  dont  la  parole  ne  peut  etre  rcvoquee  en 
donte.     Ce  que  nous  en  avons  donne.  et  ce  que  nouspublion 
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anjourd'hui,  doit  suffire  pour  ouvrir  les  yenx  aux  moins  clair- 
voyants, ainsi  nous  terminons  celte  tache  penible  et  pour  nous 
et  pour  nos  lecteurs.  Mais  qn'on  se  rappelle  au  moius  quo  ce 
n'est  pas  nous  qui  avons  provoque  cette  discussion.  Nous 
Bommes  sur  la  defensive. 

"  Quant  a.  I'affidavit  de  M.  Geo.  St.  Germain  contre  U.  Geo. 
Cartier,  il  est  bon  de  remarquer  que  M.  St.  Germain  ae  trouve 
contreditpar  les  affidavits  que  nons  avons  publies,  M.St.  Ger- 
main se  trouve  meme  en  contradiction  arec  son  ami  M.  Lappar- 
re,  sur  les  avances  duquel  il  voudrait  encherir.  M.  St. 
Germain  dit  que  c'est  apres  coups  de  canon,  an  com- 
mencement de  la  bataille,  que  M.  Cartier  est  alle  a  St.  An- 
toine,  tandisqua  M.  Lapparre,  qui  pretend  navoir  point  per- 
du de  vue  M,  Cartier,  dit  que  c'est  a  deux  heures  de  I'apres- 
rnidi,  c'est-a-dire  apres  environ  cinq  heures  de  combat.  Le 
fait  est  done  constate  au-dela  de  tout  doute,  que  c'est  a  deux 
henres  que  le  Dr.  Nelson  envoya  M.  Cartier  qui  etait  de  re- 
tour  environ  nne  heure  apres.  Nous  ne  signalons  que  cette 
contradiction,  car  on  n'en  fmlrait  [dS^  s'il  fallait  faire  ressor- 
tir  toutes  celles  qui  existent  dans  ce  pot-pourri  d'affidavits, 
quoiqu'on  ait  employe  toute  sortc  de  moyens  pour  retremper 
la  memoire  de  la  plupart  des  deposants  ! ! 

"  M.  Lapparre  a  ose  faire  appel  au  temoignage  de  MM.KIm- 
ber,  Cormier,  Bourdages,  Gadbois,  et  autre?.  Ces  messieurs, 
commeonl'a  vu  par  les  eertificats  que  avons  publies,  I'ont 
completement  dementi ;  il  a  ose  aussi  en  appeler  au  temoig- 
nage de  M.  le  Dr.  Nelson,  et  malgre  la  repugnance  que  ce 
monnieur  a  de  se  mesurer  avec  un  pareil  adversaire,  il  a  du 
relevor  le  gaut,  et  voici  sa  rt^^ponse." 


Here  following  the  "  attestations'  alluded  to  in  the  above 
editorial  of"  La  Minerve,^'  including  that  of  Doctor  Wolfred 
Nelson  : — 

"Vuqu'on  m'a  fait  appel  de  donner  mon  temoignage  sur 
certains  evenements  de  St.  Denis,  en  1837,  je  le  fcrai,  dans 
I'interet  de  la  verite  et  de  la  justice.  Je  dois  ceci  a  mes  amis 
etau  pays  en  general. 

*•  Or,  jaffirme  sur  mon  honneur  que  plusieurs  jours  avant  la 
descente  des  troupes  sur  la  riviere  Chambly,  Mr.  Papineau  est 
arrive  a  St.  Denis,  et  a  pris  refuge  chez  moi.  Que  vers  les  6 
heures  du  mat'n,  le  23  de  novembre  1837,  je  suis  alle  dans  la 
chambre  qu'occupait  M.  Fapineau,  I'informer  que  je  venaia 
d'apprcndre  que  les  trouper  etaient  au  haut  de  laparoisse  de 
St.  Ours,  se  dirigeant  vers  St.  Denis,  et  que  je  partais  pour 
reconnnitre  lour  position.     Et  je  ne   sui3   retournc  chez   moi 
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que  le  soir,  apres  la  battaille,  nui  a  dure  jiisqvie  vers  quatre 
heures  etdemie.  Je  n'ai  revu  M.  Papineau  ensuite,  qu'a  la  fin 
de  novembre  1838,   a  Albany.     Done,    il    kst   entierement 

FAUX  QUE  J'aIE  DIT  OD  ORDONNE  A  M.  PaPINEAU  DE  S'si-OIGNKR 
AU  COMMENCEMENT  DE  LA  BATAILLE,  QUI  s'eNOAGEA  VERSNFUK 
HEURES  DU  MATIN  ;  ET  IL  EST  EQALEMKNT  FAUX  QUE  M.  PAPI- 
NEAU AIT  SAISI  UN  FUSIL  POUR    ALLER  COMBATTRE,  a    six  heurCf, 

loaque  I'ennomi  n'est  arrive  qu'a  ncu/ heures.  Nous  ignorions 
le  lieu  de  refuge  de  M  Papiueau. 

'•  Qu'entrc  neuf  et  dix  heures.  M.  Papineau  envoya  un  mesS' 
age  me  demandant  s'il  devait  partir  1  Je  lui  fis  response,"  qu'i/ 
ne  devait  pal  laisser  la  place  que  tanl  que  je  demcurerais  debout 
il  n'l/  aurait  pas  de  danger  pour  lui.  mais  qua  ma  chute,  il  dtv- 
rait  venir prendre  en  torn  nos  a;/uV." 

"  Qu'il  est,  aus^i.  eaglement  faux  que  j'aie  etc  nomme  ou 
elue  general  en  cetta  occasion.  J'etais,  an  contraire,  I'aide, 
le  suballerne  de  M.  Papineau,  et  non  son  superieur,  et  j'ob- 
eissais  completement  a  ses  orders  et  suggestions. 

''  Qu'il  est  vrai  que  M.  Henry  Cuitier  aremarque  qu'il  serait 
bon  de  retreiter,  yu  les  ravages  causes  par  les  deeharges  de 
I'ennemi,  le  monque  de  munitions,  et  la  fuite  d'un  nombre  de 
personnes  en  consequejice.  Je  me  suis  fortement  oppose  a 
cette  demarche,  et  nonobstant  cela,  M.  Henri  Cartier  nous  a 
vigonreusement  secondes  pendant  toute  la  journee.  M.  Ghor- 
«ES  Cartier  n'a  jamais  fait  allusion  a  la  letraite,  et  lui,  com- 
me  son  cousin,  M.  H.  Cartier,  a  vaillaraent  et  efficacement 
contribiie  au  succes  de  cette  lutte.  Et  ces  Messieurs  ne  m'ont 
laisse  que  lorsque  je  tus  moi-mcrae  oblige  de  partir,  neuf  jouri 
apres  cette  epoque,  a  la  seconde  expedition  des  troupes  contre 
St.  Denis,  la  resistance  alors  etant  devenue  impossible. 

"  Que  j'al  envoye  M.  George  Cartier,  vers  les  deux  heiires 
de  I'apres-midi,  chercher  des  munitions  a  St.  Antoine,ct  qu'il 
a  ete  promptement  do  retour  avec  des  secours,  apres  environ 
une  heure  d'absence,  M.  George  Cartier  ne  portait  point  de 
tuque  blue  le  jour  de  la  batuille. 

•'  Que  si  j'ai  vu  le  nomme  Henri  Lapparre  pendant  cette 
journee,  ce  r'est  qu'au  commencement,  je  ne  me  souviens  pas 
de  I'avoir  vu  ensuite.  S'est-il  cache  dans  une  cheminoe,dan3 
sa  trayeur,  comme  il/'a  lui-meme  avoue,  et  ensuite  s^st-il  sauve 
par  une  fenetre  avec  d'autres,  comme  il  a  ete  prouve  ?ous  ser- 
ment,  c'cst  ce  que  j'ignore.  Mais  dans  lous  les  cas,  s'il  se  fut 
conduit  avec  courage  et  valeur  durant  la  bataille,  il  me  semble 
que  je  n'aurais  pu  manque  de  le  remarquer,  comme  j'ai  remar- 
quer,  les  faits  saillants  de  tant  d'autres. 

"  WoLFRKD  Nelson. 

"Montreal,  21  aout  1848." 
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"  Je,  F.X.  LAroHCE,  marchand,  de  St.  Denis,  etnnt  asser- 
mente,  certifie  qu'au  meilleur  de  ma  connaissance,  le  23  nov- 
embre  1837,  le  Docteur  Wolfred  1  elson  eat  parti  et  a  laissesa 
maison  sur  les  six  beures  dii  matin,  pour  aller  au-devant  des 
troupes  pour  s'assurer  si  elles  marchaient  sur  St.  Denis  ;  qu'- 
ensuite  11  est  revenu  et  s'est  arrete  a  la  maison  de  Mme.  St. 
Germain,  sans  aller  clicz  lui,  ou  11  est  reste  jusqu'apres  la  ba- 
taille,  de  sorte  qu'il  me  parait  impossible  qu'il  ait  pu  voir 
monsieur  Papineau  quil  avait  laisse  chez  lui  avant  de  partir. 
Je  certifie  de  plus  qu'il  n'a  jamais  ete  question^usqu'a  ce  jour 
d'elire  ou  mommer  le  Docteur  Nelson  general  ou  commandant 
mais  que  tout  le  monde  s'accordait  a  dire  que  nous  devions 
avoir  confiance  en  lui,  et  c'est  pour  cetle  raison  que  tout  le 
monde  le  reg-ardait  comme  chief  apres  M.  Papineau,  et  j'ai 
eigr.e.  '"  F.  X.  Lafoucb. 

''  Assevmentc  devnnt  moi.  Ic  25  aout  1848. 
<' J.  Belle,  J,  P. 
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Je,  Jescph  Ed,  Mignaultjiotaire  public,  du  bourg  St  Denis 
certifie  avoir  ete  au  combat  qui  ent  lieu  au  dit  b^^urgSt. Denis 
entre  les  troupes  de  Sa  Majeste,  etdes  paroissiens  de  St.  Denis 
et  des  pnroisses  voisines,  le  23  novembre  183Y,  que  je  me  suia 
rendu  a  la  granae  maison  de  madame  ^;euve  Antoine  St.  Ger- 
main, avec  une  compagnie  de  citoyons,  sur  les  six  iieures  du 
matin,  qu'on  instant  apres  mon  arrivee  chez  madame  veuve 
Antoine  St.  Germain,  le  docteur  W.  Nelson,  passa  a  cheval 
devant  cette  maison,  allant  des  troupes  ;  que  vers  les  sept  ou 
huit  heures  il  reviut  du  bas  de  la  paroissc  St.  Denis,  arreta 
chez  Mme.  St.  Germain,  envoya  de  la  sajument  chez  lui,aut- 
ant  que  je  me  le  rappellc,  en^ra  dans  la  maison,  regut  le  com- 
mandement  des  citoyens,  et  commanda  le  reste  du  jour  sa-a 
s'absenter  de  la  maison  ;  que  j  3  ne  me  rappelle  pas  avoir  un  M. 
Papineau  de  lajournee  chez  Mme.  St.  Germain,  quoique  pour- 
lant  avoir  pris  bien  garde  et  atteuiioa  a  voir  les  principaux 
citoyens  qui  pouvaients'y  trouvcr. 
"  St.  Denis,  19  aout  1848.  "  J.  E.  Mignault. 

"  Asserraente  dcvuit  moi,  St.  Dci'S,  ce  19  aout. 

'•0.  Chamaud,  J    P." 


*' Je,  soussignc,  Fiangois  Xavier  Laforce,  marchand, de  St. 
Denis,  certifie  que  Ic  vitigt-trois  novembre  1837,  j'ai  vu  et  ren- 
contre M.  George  Oartier  dans  la  maison  de  Mme.  St.  Ger- 
main, durant  la  bntaille  qui  se  faisait  alors  et  commencee  de- 
puis  les  nenf  heures  et  demie  du  matin.  Au  meilleur  de  ma  con- 
naissance j'ai  vu  M.  G.  Cartier  jusque  vers  les  deux  heures  do 
I'apres-midi,  entie  m'di  et  une  h«ure  environ  ;  le  docteur  Nel- 
son ayant  donne  orire  aux  combattants  qui  s'etaient  tenus 


duns  les  ctages  superieiirs  de  la  maison,  do  deaccndie  dans  le 
premier  etage,  M.  Cartier  est  descendu  comme  les  autres  au 
premier  etage  d'ou  le  combat  a  ete  continue.  J'ai  parle  et 
eonverse  avec  M,  G.  Cartier,  et  je  puis  dire  qu'il  seat  com- 
porte  avec  courage  et  resolution  ;  j'ai  vu  anssi  M.  H.  Cartier 
dans  la  maison,  lequel  a  pris  part  a  la  bataille.  J'ai  entendu 
dire  que  M.H.  Cartier  avait  parle  de  retraite  au  docteur  Nelson, 
croyant  que  Ton  ne  pourrait  tenir  aus  troupes,  mais  Qa  n'apas 
empeche  M.  H.  Carrier  de  continuer  le  combat.  M.  G.  Car- 
tier  a'a  jamai«  parle  de  retraite  etj'aisigne. 

"F.  X.  Laforck 
'•  Le  dit  Frangois  Xavier  Laforce,  ayaut  ete  asscrnicnte.  de- 
clare   vrai  le  coutenu  des  prosenits,   en  ayaiit  eu    lecture  et 
ayant  signe.  *'  J.  L.  Bkauduy,  J.  P. 

•*  Montreal,  25  aout  1848.'" 


"  Je,  Frangois  Lajoie,  ferblantior,  de  St.  Denis,  cerLific  que 
le  vingt-trois  novcmbre  1837,  je  suis  traverse  de  St.  Antoine  a 
St.  Denis,  vers  les  trois  hcures  de  I'apres  midi,  en  meme  temps 
que  M.  G.  Cartier.  lorsque  M.  G.  Cartier  revenait  de  St.  An- 
toine avec  des  cirtouches  et  des  munitions,  qu'il  emportait 
pour  la  bataille  qui  avait  alors  lieu  a  St  Denis,  entre  les  trou- 
pes et  les  citoyens  de  St.  Denis  et  de^paroisses  environnantcs. 
Aussitot  arrive  a  St.  Denis,  M.  Cartier  est  gagne  vitement  a 

la  maison  de  Mrae.  St.  Germain  on  on  livrait  encore  la  bata- 
ille, tout  pros  de  la  traverse. 
"  Assermeute  pa?  devant  raoi.  a  St.  D.^nis.  le  20  aout  1848, 

'*  D.    BOULRDAOES,  J.  P." 

"  Je,  Jean-Bte.  Miguault.  sou  signc,  ctant  asscrmente,  cer- 
tifie  qu'au  meillcur  de  ma  connaissance,  le  23  novembre  1837, 
sur  les  sept  beures  du  matin,  j'etais  devant  la  maison  du  Dr. 
Wolfrcd  Nelson,  a  St.  Denis,  et  que  la  jo  via  M.  Papineau  au- 
quel  je  conseillai  de  partir,  vu  que  la  troupe  arrivaitau  village, 
M.  Papineau  m'ayant  fait  remarquer  qu'il  n'avait  point  de 
chevaux  pour  fuir,  je  lui  oflTrislie  mien  que  je  fis  seller  ets  qu'il 
accepta;  je  certifie  de  })lus  I'avoir  vu  erabarquor,  partir  et  se 
diriger  du  cote  de  St.  Hyacinthe  ;  je  certifie  egalement  que  le 
Docteur  Nelson  n'etait  pas  present  pendant  le  temps  que  je  fus 
avec  M.  Papineau  ce  uiasin-la,  et  j'ai  biguc  a  St.  Charles,  le  21 
aout  1848. 

"  JeaN-BtK.    MlONAULT. 

"  Assermentc  par  devant  moi,  le  21  aout  1848. 

D.    BOURDAGES,   J.  p. 

The  following  in  rcfu  ation  of  the  above,  which  appeared  i;i 
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"  V^vinir"  of  tho  Gtb  October,  1848,  published  at  Montreal, 
it  is  but  common  justice  also  to  tive  : — 

"  Je,  Louis  Antoine  Dessanlleg,  deraeurant  au  village  de  St. 
Hyacinthe,  apres  avoir  ete  dumeii*  assermcnte  sur  Ics  Saints- 
Evangileg,  affirme  et  certfie  ce  qui  suit  : 

"  Le  vingt-deux  novembre  mil  huit  cost  ticnte-sept,  je  fus 
charge  par  quelques  amis,  a  St.  Hyacinthe,  d'un  message  pour 
Ic  Dr.  Wolfred  Nelson,  qui  etait  alors  a  St.  Denis,  occupe  a 
faire  ses  preparatifs  de  defense  contre  un  corps  de  troupes 
charge  d'operer  soa  arrcstation  et  ceiie  de  quelques  autres 
persounos. 

*'  En  consequence,  je  nie  rendis  de  St.  Hyacinthe  a  St.  Denis, 
let  vingt-deux  novembre  au  soir,  mais  trop  lard  pourm'acquit- 
ter  de  mon  message. 

**  Lelondemain,  23  novembre,  jeme  rendis,a  hnitheures  dn 
matin,  a  la  demeure  du  Dr.  Wolfred  Nelson,  mais  je  ne  pus  le 
voir,  parce  qu'il  etait  alle,  me  dit-on,  faire  une  reconnaissance 
pour  observer  les  forces  quimarchaient  sur  St.  Denis. 

"A  neuf  heures  du  meme  jour,  23  novembre,  je  retournai 
chez  le  Dr.  Nelson  et  je  vis,  en  entrant,  M.  le  Dr.  T.  Kimber. 

"  Deux  ou  trois  minutes,  seulement,  apres  mon  entree  dans 
la  maison,  le  Dr.  Wolfred  Nelson  entra  chez  lui,  revenantde 
son  excursion  audevant  des  troupes. 

"  Je  lui  dis  alors,  en  presence  du  Dr.  Kimber,  que  j'etais 
charge  pour  lui  d'un  message  important,  et  Que  je  desirais  le 
voir  en  particulier  ainsi  que  MM.  Pap  neau  et  O'Callaghan  qui 
etaient  dans  la  maison.  Sur  cola,  le  Dr.  Nelson  m'invita  a 
monter  dans  une  des  chambres  superieures  de  la  maison  ou  il 
me  dit  que  je  trouvcrais  M.  Papineau,  et  prenant  le  devant,  il 
me  fit  entrer  dans  la  chambre  ou  il  (M.  Papineau)  etait  avec 
le  Dr.  O'Callaghan. 

"  Je  m'acquitti  de  suite  du  message  dont  j'etais  charge,  et  je 
regus  du  Dr.  Nelson  1  injonction  de  repartir  aussitot  que  pos- 
sible pour  St.  Hyacinthe,  afin  de  porter  sa  reponse. ' 

"  Puis  le  Dr.  Nelson  s'adrcssaa  M.  Papiseau,  et  lui  dit  qu'il 
venait  d'aller  faire  une  reconnaissance,  qu'il  avait  vu  les  trou- 
pes en  marche  sur  St.  Denis  qu'elles  arriveraient  probablement 
sous  un  quart-d'  heure  ou  vingt  minutes,  et  qu'il  serait  temps 
que  lui.  M.  Papineau,  partit;  qu'il  (le  Dr.)  le  lui  avait  deja 
recommande  le  matin,  et  qu'il  (M.  Papineau)  n'aurait  pas  du 
retarder  antant. 

"  M.  Papineau  repondit  qu'il  aurait  peut-etre  pu  s'eloigner 
la  veille,  mais  que  ce  jour-la,  il  ne  lui  etait  plus  loisible  be  le 
faire  ;  que  son  depart  pouvait  jeter  du  decouragement  parmi 
leurs  amis  ;  que  ce  n'etait  pas  precisement  al'heure  du  danger 
qu'il  pouvait  s'en  aller ;  quo  le  faire  partir  dans  unjpareil  mo- 
ment c'etait  I'exposer  plus  tard,  peut-etre,  a  des  reproches 
severes. 
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"Alois  le  Dr.  Nelson  reprit  avec  qiidque  vivaciic  :  ''M. 
Papineau,  j'exige  que  vous  vou3  eloigaiez  :  vous  ne  devez  pas 
voua  exposcr  saua  necessite  ;  ce  u'est  pas  ici  que  vous  serez  le 
plus  utile  ;  nousaurons  besoin  de  vois  plus  tard  ;  nous  8omme3 
les  bras,  c'est  a  nous  d'agir ;  si  nous  avons  a  giigner,  nous  le 
ferons  sans  vous  ;  si  nous  avons  a  perdre,  ce  u'csl  pus  voire 
presence  qui  Temi  ,chera  ;  aiusl,  il  vaut  niieux,  de  toute  ma- 
niere,  que  voas  parliez.'' 

"  M.  Papineau  repliqua,  que  s'ils  devaicnt  etre  battug,  au- 
tant  valait  en  tinier  de  suite  et  mourir  la  qu'aillears  :  et  s'ad- 
ressant  au  Dr.  O'Callaghan,  il  lui  dit ;  '  Qu'en  peusez-vou?, 
docteur." 

•'  Le  Dr.  O'Callaghan  ropondit :  "  Cela  m'est  indi/Terent  ;  si 
vous  restez,  je  resterai ;  si  vous  partez,  je  iiartirai  avec  vous. 

"Le  Dr.  Nelson  reprit,  mais  plutot  avec  i'accent  de  la  per. 
suasion  cette  fois  :  **  Voyons,  M.  Papineau,  rendez-vous  a  la 
raison  ;  dans  une  constatice  comme  celle-ci,  un  lionime  de  plus 
ou  de  moins  ne  change  rieuaux  affaires  ;  allez  a  St.  Ilyacinthe 
et  attendez-y  les  evenemcnts  ;  s'ila  ne  tournent  pas  centre 
nous,  c'est  alors  que  votre  bogogne,  a  vons,  coramencera. 

M.  Papineau  parut  reflechir,  et  le  Dr.  Nelson,  s'adressant  a 
moi,  me  dit  :  Maintentaut,  mon  jeune  ami,  depechez-vous, 
partez,  et  dites  blen  a  nos  tout  ce  que  je  vou?  ai  dit ;  battus 
ou  baltant  ici,  c'est  a  St.  Charles  que  les  gens  deSt.  Hyacin- 
the  doivent  aller,  car  je  crois  que  le  colonel  VVethcrall  sera 
demain  a  £t.  Charles  ;  qu'on  s'y  rende  en  aussi  grand  nombre 
que  po.=i3ible  ;  vous  feriez  peut-etre  mieux  de  vous  en  aller  par 
le  cherain  d'en  hf.ut,  en  cas  que  le  commandant  des  troupes 
n'ait  envoys  quelques  hommes  faire  le  tour  par  la  Miotte,  et 
qu'on  ne  vous  arrete  en  chemin. 

En  finissant  ces  mote,  le  Dr.  Nelson  sortit ;  je  le  suivis,  et 
quand  je  fus  au  bas  de  I'escalier,  jentendis  le  docteur  dire  a 
une  vingtaine  d'hommes  qui  etaient  dans  la  salle  d'entree  ; 
"  Aliens,  mes  enfauis,  voila  les  troupes,  il  s'agit  d'etre  braves 
et  de  se  sonduire  comme  das  hommes,  en  vrais  patriotes  ;  al- 
iens!"  Et  je  vis  ces  hommes  prendre  des  fusils  et  sortir  de 
la  maisen ;  apres  quoi  j'al  lai  de  suite  prendre  ma  voiture,  et 
partis  pour  St,  ITyac  nthe. 

"  Avant  de  terminer,  je  dois  a  la  verite  d'affirmer  que  le  Dr. 
Ifelson  me  parut  agir  avec  le  plus  grand  calme  et  le  sang-froid 
le  plus  complet  ;  et  que  rien  dons  ses  actes,  sa  physionomie 
ou  son  attitude  ne  decelait  le  moindre  trouble  moral  ni  la  me- 
indre  surcxcitation. 

Et  en  foi  dequoi,  ce  que  dessus  j'ai  signe. 

L.  A    Dessadllrs,  J.  P. 

Assermonte  devant  moi,  a  St,  Ilyacinthe,  le  vingt-trois  sep- 
tembre  mil  huit  cent  quarante-huit. 

V.  St.  Germain,  J.  P. 
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Loiiig  Drstgon.  ciiliivaioiir,  dcnicmant  en  la  p^roisse  St. 
Penis,  apres  avoir  prete  serraont  sur  lea  ir^nints-Kvangilca, 
depose  et  dit  : 

"  Qu'cn  rail  huit  cent  trcntc-sept  11  donionriiit  en  la  paroiasc 
deSt.  Denis  ;  que  Ic  vingt-trois  novembrc  de  la  merae  annee, 
il  etait  occupe  avec  qnclques  autres  personnes,  entre  neuf  et 
dix  hcures  du  matin,  a  transporter  de  la  pierre  dans  la  maison 
de  Mme.  St.  Germain,  qn'on  tbrlifiaita  cause  lel'api)rochede3 
troupes;  qie  pendan*  qu'ils  e  li/raient  a  cctte  occupation, 
I'un  d'eux  demacda  Dr  .  olfrcd  Nelson  on  etait  M.  Papi- 
neau  [  que  le  Dr.  Ncl.  .,  .:,!';  niitque  M.  Papineau  n'iriiit  pas 
les  joindre,  parce  que,  '  >  ■>  ■  .  Nelson,  avait  dit  a  M.  Papi- 
nean  de  s'en  aller  :  que  :jt.  o.'^  le  plus,  que  M  Papineau  no 
devait  pas  se  batlre  parce  qu'ils  »..i ,  uraient  besoin  yilus  tard  ; 
qu'il  n'a  jamais  entcndu  dire  que  M  Paj>ineau  se  f\it  sauve, 
qu'au  contraire,l'opinion  universelle  daHS  St.  Denis,  atoujours 
cte  que  M.  Papineau  n'etaitavant  la  bataillo,  que  parce  que  le 
Dr.  Nelson  avait  insiste  a  ce  qu'il  s'cloignat. 

Et  le  deposant  a  fait  sa  marque  ordinaire  opres  lecture  fuitc. 

Louis   y.    Dka«on. 

Assermerte  i)ar  devant  moi,  a  St.  Denis,  ce  vingt  sixiemo 
jour  de  seplcnbrc  mil  huit  cent  qna-antc-huit. 

Ur.  Cqamaro,  J.  P. 


Je,  Marcel  Guertin,  demeurant  au  village  de  St.  Denis, 
apres  avoir  ete  assermonte,  affirme  et  certifie  ce  qui  suit : 

Le  vingt-trois  novembro  mil  huit  cent  trente-sept,  j'etais 
occupe  a  travailler  a  une  tranchee  faite  de  pieces  en  travers 
du  chemin,  pres  de  lamaison  de  Mme.  St.  Germain.  Pendant 
que  je  travaillais,  je  viz  venir  le  capitaine  Jalberta  cheval ;  je 
m'approchai  de  lui  etlui  demandai  qui  serait  le  premier  com- 
mandant, M.  Papineau  ou  le  Dr.  Nelson.  Le  capitaine  Jalbert 
me  repondit  que  ce  serait  le  Dr.  Nelson,  parce  que,  lui,  le  cap- 
itaine Jalbert  et  le  Dr.  Nelson,  avaient  persiste  a  faire  partir 
M.  Papineau,  parce  que  sa  tcte  etait  trop  cbere  pour  I'cxposcr  ; 
qli'on  aurait  besoin  de  lui  pics  ta-  d  ;  qu'un  homme  de  plus  ou 
de  moins  ne  les  ferait  pas  perdre  ni  g.igner. 

"  Je  dois  dire  de  plus  que  je  n'ai  jamais  entendu  dire,  jus- 
qu'a  dernierement  que  M.  Papineau  se  fut  sauve  ;  et  vue  I'opi- 
nion  universelle  a  toujours  ete  que  s'il  n, avait  pas  assiste  a 
la  bataill(?,  c'etait  parcaque  le  Dr.  Nelson  I'avait  fait  partir. 

Et  j'ai  signe  les  preseulcs. 

Marcel  Guertin. 

Assermente  par  devant  moi,  a  St.  Denis,  ce  vingt-sixieme 
jour  de  septembre  mil  huit  cent  quarante-huit. 

Ol.  Chamard,  J.  P., 
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Bouclierville,  3  octobre  18 18. 

"  MoNSTPHR,— Je  (lois  a  la  verite  d'afTirmer  que  M.  Ic  Dr. 
Wolfred  Nelson  ra'a  (lit,  troi  ou  quarte  jours  apres  la  balailles 
de  St.  Charles,  sur  la  demande  que  je  lui  fis,  ou  etait  M.  Pa- 
pineau,  que  M.  Papineau.  n'eiait  pas  loin;  je  lui  dis  :  raais 
pourquoi  est-il  absent  ?  II  me  rcpondit  qu'il  I'avait  force  de 
partir  ;  qu'il  lui  avait  dit  qu'il  n'etait  qu'un  homme  dans  la 
bataille,  et  que  comme  il  etait  la  etc  du  parti,  il  fallait  le 
conservcr  avant  tout.  11  ajouta  que  M.  Papineau  refusant  de 
partir,  il  avait  ajoute  quo  comme  c'etait  lui,  M.  Pa|)ineau, 
qu'on  cherchait,  il  dcvait  s'en  aller,  afm  que  St.  Denis  ne  fut 
pas  mis  a  feu  et  a  song.     Voila  ses  proprcs  paroles. 

"  Je  dois  ajouter  que  pendant   mon  exil  au:..  Bermudes,  f 
pendant  mon  sejour  aux  Etats-Unis,  Ic  Dr.  Nelson  a  toujour  j 
80utenu  que  M.  Papineau  n'etait  parti  de  St.  Denis  (jue  d'apfs 
scs  instances  reiterees. 

*'  J  ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  monsieur, 
"  V'otre,  etc., 

"B.  ViGcr 

"L-  A*  DessuuUes,  ecr. 

Montreal. 


"  St.  Ccsairc,  28  sept.  1848. 

"  Monsieur, — Monsieur m'ayant  informe  que  vo'  3 

etiez  desireux  d-avoir  des  infoimations  sur  le  depart  de  1' hon- 
orable L.  J.  Papineau  de  St.  Denis,  le  23  nov.  1837  : 

*'  Pour  votre  information,  le  puis  vous  attesterque,  pendant 
mon  exil  nvec  le  Dr.  W.  Nelson  aux  I'ermudes,  et  pendant 
mon  expatriation  aux  Etats-Unis,  j'ai  entendu  dire  au  Doc- 
teur,  a  pliisieurs  reprises,  qu'il  avait  ete  oblige  de  se  rcndrc 
maitrc,  en  priant  et  ordonnant  a  M.  Papineau  ile  se  relirer  de 
St.-Denis  au  moment  ou  la  bataille  allait  s'ongagcr. 

*'  J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre, 
"  Avec  respect, 
"  Votre  obcirisanl  servi'cur, 

V.   T.   GUDDU. 

"  L.  A.  Dessau'les,  ecr  , 

"  St.-Hyacinthe. 

Mr.  Dessaules,  who  had  warmly  espouFcd  the  cause  of  his 
uncle,  Mr.  Papineau,  in  rerutation  of  the  reproaches  made 
him  hy  Doctor  Nelson,  adds  :  — 

"  Maintenant,  il  existe  dans  letti-es  du  Dr.  Nelson  une  ad- 
mission bien  forte  contre  lui,  II  di*,  (ce  que  j"'ai  tonjours  ig- 
nore, quoique  pendant  le  sejour  de  M.  Pa])ineau  a  St.  Hyacin* 
the,  apres  la  bataille  de  St.  Denis,  il  ne  lui  soit  rien  arrive 
et  qu'il  n'ait  rien  fait  que  par  mon  canal,)  que  M.  Pajtineau 
lui  a  cnvoye  un   emifsaire  porteur   de  cette  dcm-inde  '.crite: 
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*' Que  fiiites-vou3?  Or,  si  M  Papincau  n'ctait  pas  parti  en 
vcrtu  d'une  convention  fnite  avec  Je  Dr.  Nelson,  si  enfin  il 
s'etait  tauve  cornme  un  lachee  cst-il  possible  do  croire  qu'il 
aurait  ose  ocrire  a  1  Dr.  Nelson;  deraander,  comme  prenant 
part  anx  cvenements,  dfs  details  a  celui  qui  aurait  eu  le  droit 
de  le  mepriser?  Uno  telle  demarche  n'est  pas  dans  la  nature. 
Si  M.  Papineau  s'est  sauve,  il  ne  pouvait  plus  ctre  considere 
comme  participant  aux  efforts  de  ses  amis,  il  renongait  a  toute 
responsabilite.  et  on  doit  convenir  que  comme  g'aurait  ete 
a'exposer  a  un  reproche  ecrasant  de  la  part  du  Dr.  Nelson,  quo 
de  liii  ecrire  une  semblable  dem.inde  apres  avoir  agi  lacheraent 
le  fait  seul  qu'il  I'a  ecrite,  s'il  est  vrai,  prouve  quil  agissait 
de  concert  avec  le  Dr.  Nelson. 

**  Si  M.  Papineau  raerite  aujourd'hui  les  reproches  que  lui  a 
faite  M.  le  Dr.  Nelson,  il  les  meritait  egalement  il  y  a  neuf 
ans,  il  y  a  ouze  uns  :  il  semble  meme  que  c'etait  au  moment 
on  M.  Papineau  I'abandonnuit  que  M.  le  Nelson  dcvait  le  plus 
ressontir  une  parcille  condute  ;  mais  nen  :  il  dit  a  toute  lo 
monde  avant  la  bataille  et  apres,  qu*il  a  fait  partir  M.  Papi- 
neau ;  il  le  dit  mcrae  a  coux  qu'il  ne  devuitpas  tromper,com- 
me  M.  Bonaventure  Vigor,  qui,  par  la  position  preeminente 
qu'il  s'etait  faite  a  cette  epoquo,  avait  le  droit  de  savoir  ex- 
actement  la  verite  ;  il  soutient  la  nieme  chose  partout,  dans 
sen  voyage  aux  Bermudes,  comme  apres  son  retour  aux 
Etals  Unis  ;  prodame  en  pleine  assemblee,  a  Corbeau,  I'inno- 
ccnce  de  M.  Papineau,  quand  le  Dr.  Cote  I'attaquait ;  (et  je 
suppose  qu'alors  comme  aujourd'hui,  il  pretendait  parler  en 
homme  d'honneur  ;  neanmoins,  s'il  ne  meat  pa3  ici,  il  mentait 
!a ;)  86  brouille  avec  son  propre  frere,  principalement  pour 
defendre  M.  Papineau,  furnit  aux  redacteurs  de  la  Revue  de- 
mocratique  mills  details  sur  M.  Papineau,  et  ne  fait  de  lui 
que  les  plus  grands  eloges  ;  enfin  vit  avec  M  Papineau,  pen- 
dant quatre  mois,  apiOS  son  retour  de  Bermudes,  dans  la  plus 
parfaite  intimite,  to  ne  fait  pas  I'ombre  d'un  reproche,  d'uno 
plainte,  d'une  remarque  sur  son  depart  de  St.  Denis  ;  et  puis 
tout  a  coup,  sans  que  M.  Papineau  I'ait  jamais  attaque,  onze 
ans  apres  les  ovenements,  il  fait  le  rove  que  M.  Papineau  s'est 
sauve,  vientproclamer  a  tout  le  pays  que  ce  qu'il  a  declare 
etre  faux  est  vrai,  que  ce  qu'il  a  affirme  etre  vrai  est  faux,etne 
rouglt  pas  de  proferor  les  memos  calomnies,  de  soutenir  les 
memes  mensonges  que  coux  qu'il  a  reproches  au  Dr.  Cote,  «t 
qui  ont  valu  a  ce  dernier,  de  sa  part,  le  reproche  d'etre  un 
homme  meprisable.  Si  c'est  la  ce  qu'il  appellc  de  I'honneur, 
de  I'habilete',  c'est  bien  le  cas  de  dire  :  oh  !  men  Dieu,  deliv- 
rez-nous  du  mal. . .  .et  de  I'homme. 

"  Mais,  dit  le  Dr.  Nelson,  j'ai  tache  de  mettre  M.  Papineau 
a  convert  ;  j'ai  voulu  le  traiter  avec  indulgence  en  ne  devoil- 
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ant  pa3  ea  coii'luilc—  i  c't'*aieut  la  vos  niotifd.M.lf  Dr.  Nel- 
son, voiis  n'aurUv,  p'S  dii  traitor  si  diirenient  le  Dr.  Cote,  qui, 
si  vous  dites  la  verite  aujoiird'luii,  la  diaail  cgalt'inent  a  Cor- 
beau.  S'il  di?  lit  la  verite,  il  etait  tout  au  plus  indiscret,  nul- 
lement  rncpri.sablc  ;  il  ne  tin'ritnitpas  d'ausui  severos  rv:procho3; 
s'il  diaait  faijx,  c'eat  vou^  <iMi  les  merited  aujourd  liui. 


Dortor  Nelson,  it  wonM  npp»nr  by  the  r.b  ive,  vindicated, 
down  to  a  certain  epoch.  IMr.  I'apineau  aj^ninst  the  foul  imput- 
ation of  havinp  deserU'd  him  at  St.  Denis,  allej^inj?,  in  his  do- 
fence,  that  he  (Doctor  NeKo  i)  hnd  insisted  that  Mr.  Papineau 
should  not  take  part  in  the  contest  that  was  about  to  take 
place  with  the  Queen's  troops,  but  abserit  himself;  and  that 
he  accordingly  did  so  at  his,  the  Doctor  s,  specinl  do.^ire.  Mr. 
Paplneau's  reappearance  in  public  lile,  which  Doctor  Nelson 
thought  inif^ht  be  ]>reju(licial  to  his  new  pa'ron,  Mr.  Lafon- 
taine,  induced  him,  however,  to  give  a  very  diHorent  version 
of  the  matter.  It  is  the  general  opinion,  I  believe,  that  ho 
would  have  evinced  a  wiser  and  more  manly,  as  well  as  more 
consifftent  course,  by  observing  silence  on  thin  he  id.  His  sub- 
sequent acceptance  of  ollice,  it  is  also  to  be  observed,  at  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Lafontainc — an  oflice  created,  as  some  have 
thought,  with  an  eye  to  reward  him  for  the  antagonism  to  his 
former  leader,  Mr.  Papineau — has,  however  worthily  he  fills 
ihe  office,  and  all  admit  that  he  worthily  does  so,  finally  di- 
vested the  zeal,  with  which  he  S'gnalized  the  onslaught  upon 
his  old  chef,  altogether  of  the  prestige  of  disinterestedness 
and  patri  )ti3m  that  seemed,  at  first,  to  surround  it,  and  sub- 
jected the  Doctor  to  the  suspicion  of  venial  motives  in  the 
tergiversation  alluded  to,  if  puch  really  there  were. 

For  my  part,  with  equal  good  will  and  personal  regaid  for 
both,  I  cannot  decide  between  them — 

"  Non  nostrum  inter  vos  tautas  com;  onorc  lite?. 

Quebec,  January,  1853.  U.  C. 


MJl.    PAPINEAU. 

{Referring  to  ])age  4G6.) 

It  was,  perhaps,  this  sort  of  adulation,  or  at  least  undue 
homage  to  the  talents,  most  certainly  of  a  high  order,  of  Mr. 
Papineau  in  the  meridian  of  his  career,  that  may  have  inspired 
him  with  an  over  confidence  in  his  moral  power  and  resources, 
and  proved  the  ruin  of  himself  and  the  cause  he  hid  embraced, 
viz,  the  nationalite  of  his  compatriots  of  French  origin,  and 
independence  of  his  native  country,  in  unison  with  their  de- 
sires. This,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  he  expected  (very  ab- 
surdly, I  must  say,)  to  achieve  by  moral  means  and  the  force 
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of  public  opinion  only,  williont  comiii^j  to  blowB,  or  other 
more  st'inly  »ippliiinci\s  ihun  ii  demonstr.nion  of  llic  vast  num- 
bora  d«'votcil  to  tin;  cause,  and  tht'it  dutorminition  to  render 
all  nltpmpts  to  govern  thoni  on  oilier  p'inciplcs  than  such  as 
they  should  themselves  dictate  and  insist  ujton,  impracticable. 
The  fact  is,  t^e  j)rttriots  and  Mr.  I'apitieau  countfid  too  much 
on  each  other's  /,"al,  midtaking  it  for  power,  and  miscounted 
accordingly.  1  am  persuaded  he  never  contemplated  a  san- 
guinary revolution,  nor  die.imt  of  sheddini;  blood  in  realizing 
the  desired  »a/io'U//i/e  looked  for  by  his  comi)alriotii.  Mr.  P. 
id  known  and  acknowledged,  jioli' leal  prejudices  apart,  by  his 
coutoinporuries  of  all  oiigins  in  CatMda,  not  to  be  of  a  san- 
guinary dispo.iiti(Mi,  or  man  of  blood — no  more  humane  man 
ever  lived.  He,  1  am  well  assured,  did  not  anticii)'ite  such  a 
collision  as  that  which  occurred,  but,  having  aided  more  than 
any  other  man  to  set  the  revolutionary  machinery  at  work, 
like  most  of  those  who  have  tried  such  experiments,  he  was 
unable  to  control,  and  btcamo  a  victim  of  it.  In  the  same 
ratio  in  which,  down  to  this  timo,  he  had  been  extolled,  I  may 
without  imi>roi)riety  lure  observe,  he  was  afterwards,  when 
fortune  had  foisaken  him,  aud  in  the  afternoon  of  a  life  de- 
voted to  his  country,  ccn.-^ured  with  a  bitterness  unexampled 
and  beyond  all  reasonable  bounds,  even  by  those  same  i)>irti- 
zans  who  formerly  lauded  hiin  to  the  skies  as  something  more 
than  human.  In  tlie  height  of  his  popularity,  when  all  was 
promising,  iind  even  the  IJritish  Government  seemed  willing 
to  yield  to  him.  he  was  all  that  was  noble,  good  and  great — 
"stamped  by  God  to  be  a  political  chief,  the  regenerator  of  a 
nation — endowid  with  a  force  of  mind  not  to  be  surpassed,  a 
hatred  of  oi>pression,  and  a  love  of  his  country  tliatUueilher 
promises  nor  threats  could  shake.  The  idolized  patriot,  how 
ever,  lived  to  loarn,  at  a  co.st  that  well  might  have  been  spar- 
ed him,  the  emi)tines3of  the  praises  heaped  upon  him  by  those 
who  professed  to  see  in  him  the  future  patriarch  of  their 
country. 

Mr.  Papincau  is  the  man  who,  above  ;ill  others,  has  been 
blameilfor  leading  his  compatriots  of  French  origin  into  the 
rebellion,  and  mmy  of  them  even  have  not  scrupled,  after 
y)articipating  in  his  purposes,  nay,  siimula  ing  him  to  them, as 
if  he  were  too  dilatory  in  the  pursuit,  to  castu}>on  him  exclu- 
sively the  whole  resi)on3ibili"  and  odium  of  those  untoward 
events  which  characteri/e  it.  Nothing  can  be  more  absurd. 
Were  it  eveii  so,  and  that  the  rebellion  had  proved  a  revolution, 
the  fact  would  ha^e  made  him  greater  even  than  a  Warhing- 
ton,  and  Mr.  Papineau  certainly  would  have  been  honoured 
infinitely  beyond  his  deserts  in  being  deemed  the  exclusive 
author  of  it.  He  unqucsliv)nably  did,  as  the  leading  mind  of 
his  counti'v.  grcallv   contiibute    to  fan  the   flimc  that  now 
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tlirealenod  lodiflsolvc  llip  contipxion  botwoen  tlio  (%\na(l(\fl  an(' 
Great  Mritivin.  Hut  lii.^  feeling.^  and  oniniona  wore  also  thoso  of 
the  French  Caiiadian  j)opulation  ujiivcrsally,  or  nearly  ho, 
and  by  no  moans  excliiiivt'ly  of  Iih  production.  They  were, 
for  tlie  most  part,  the  result  of  long  and  inveterate  almses  and 
mis-governniont,  as  lie  %vlio  lias  attentively  perui^ed  the  pre- 
ceding 1  art  of  this  work  ni  ly  have  ]>crceived,  and  of  the 
false  and  wavering  pollc}'  of  the  home  government,  which  liad 
n^itller  the  w'sdoin  to  yield  to  the  repeated  demands  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Canadian  people,  nor  the  energy  to 
maintain  its  own  policy,  as  expressed  iu  various  despatches  to 
diflVrent  Governors.  The  spirit  engendered  by  these  had  been 
rapidly  growing  for  the  last  thirty  years,  alimented,  no  doubt 
by  the  feeling  of  *'  nationalile,^-  intil  it  overspread  the  land, 
producing  the  not  unnatural  desire  for  self-government  on 
republicnn  principles,  in  imitation  of  our  successful  and  po- 
werful neiglibours,  who  since  the  achievement  of  their  inde- 
pendence, have  thriven  under  democratic  institutions, beyond 
example  in  the  history  of  nations.  Mr.  Papineau,  it  is  doing 
liim  no  wrong  to  sny.  has  always  been  the  ojion  ond  avowed 
advocate  of  republican  institutions;  and  whatever  may  be 
thought,  now  or  hereafter,  of  his  predilections  on  this  head, 
and  whether  beneficial  or  the  reverse  to  his  compatriots  of 
French  origin,  all  acknowledge  the  consistency,  the  sincerity 
and  the  honesty  with  which,  tlirough  every  phase  of  liis  po- 
litical life  he  has  maintained  and  still  adheres  to  them. 

Aa  to  the  responsibility  of  the  rebellion  of  1^37,  which  it 
has  been  endeavoured  to  fix  exclusively  upon  Mr.  Papineau, 
nothing  is  more  true  according  to  my  own  observation  of  by- 
gone events,  than  whnt  he  ha?  observed  of  himself  on  thi". 
head,  in  an  address  which  he  i?>uod  in  1817,  in  answer  to  an 
invitation  from  the  elvctors  of  Huntington  and  St.  Maurice, 
both  the.-e  counties  having  requested  him  to  come  forward  as 
a  candidate  to  represent  them  in  Parliament.  "  Of,"  s^ys  he 
"all  those  whom  the  passions  of  our  adversaries  have  assail- 
ed, on  one  has  had  a  larger  portion  of  their  wralli  than  has 
fallen  to  my  slia.'e.  I  was,  howevor,  neither  more  nor  less 
gniltj,  nor  i:  >re  nor  less  deserving,  than  a  great  number  of 
my  colleagues  :  but  being  by  their  benevolence  placed  during 
along  period  in  a  posilion  the  most  honorable  in  my  country, 
the  Spcak'Tship.  conferred  upon  me  by  vote  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  I  was  thereby,  more  than  otliers,  ex- 
posed to  the  observation  of  friends,  as  well  as  to  the  anim- 
udversions  of  poll  ical  enemie?  ; — of  jtersonal  enemies,  I  have 
not.  I  believe,  had  many,  for  1  iiave  never  knowingly  injured, 
or  given  offence  to  any  one  as  an  individual. 

i'ersonally  acquainted,  indepd  intimately  so,  with  Mr.  Pa- 
pinoaUj   from  boyhood  (fioni  1807.  if  not  before),  closely  ob- 
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serving  his  career  throngli  all  its  stages  ;  obligiited  even  to 
him,  when  in  power,  for  acts  of  kindness  and  personal  regard 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  though  on  others,  when  political 
animosities  ran  high,  made  to  smart  under  his  displeasure,yet 
never  ceasing,  whatever  were  my  opinion  of  the  politics  he 
cultivated,  to  respect  the  man,  and  to  honor  his  consistency 
bis  unyielding  integrity,  and  his  talentb  as  a  statesman  and 
orator,  I  conscientiously  can  say,  that  he  always  sGv.mcd  to 
me  rather  to  move  with  the  masses  than  to  lead  them.  His 
extensive  knowledge,  particularly  in  constitutional  lore  and 
in  history,  and  his  commanding  eloquence,  no  doubt  had 
great  weight  with  them  ;  but  to  impute  to  him  exclusively 
the  entire  responsibility  and  dement,  ornieiit,a3  the  case  may 
be,  of  the  troubles  in  Canada,  and  finally  the  insurrections  of 
1837  and  1838,  is  merely  absurd,  and  argues  either  a  foregone 
conclusion  in  those  who  make  the  assertion,  or  singular  inat- 
tention fo  what  for  I  he  last  thirty  years  had  been  passing  in 
Lower  Canada.  The  responsibility  of  these  rebellions  will 
fall  more  upon  the  Colonial  Ministers,  who,  during  that  period 
reigned  In  Downing  street,  than  upon  the  Canadian  patriot 
and  his  compeers.  Prominent  by  his  position  at  the  head  of 
the  Commons,  and  still  more  so  by  his  talents,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  he  should  have  been  looked  up  to  by  the  great 
mass  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  and,  as  their  political  idol, 
become  involved  in  their  cause,  and  finally  crushed  in  it. 
But  it  is  well  known  that  he  by  no  means  sought  a  crisis  of 
the  kind  that  unhappily  took  place,  though  all  reflecting  men 
forsaw  that  such  must  be  thr  result  soon  or  late,  of  the 
policy  he  was  pursuing  for  years  before  the  outbreak.  The 
only  wonder  is,  that  it  was  so  long  in  coming.  Many,  if  not 
most  of  those  in  whom,  as  coadjutors,  he  confided,  were  un- 
ruly, and  not  only  impatient  of  his  control,  but  urged  him,  it 
has  been  supposed,  into  measures  that  he  did  not  heartily  ap- 
prove. Not  sufficiently  self-reliant  for  a  leader  of  masses 
about  to  try  their  strength  against  an  established  and  power- 
ful government,  he  probably  surrendered  his  judgment  to 
those  who  bad  little  or  none  of  their  own,  or  the  crisis  might 
have  taken  a  very  different  turn,  and  with  far  more  serious 
results.  Be  this  as  it  may,  posterity  will,  and  with  reason, 
rank  him  among  the  eminent  men  of  the  age  on  this  continent 
and,  notwithstanding  the  vehemence  with  which  in  their 
passions  many  of  all  parties  in  turn,  even  his  own  warmest 
disciples,  have  censured,  nay  reprobated  him  in  his  day,  his 
memory  will  be  respected  as  that  of  a  patriot. 

He  is  at  heart  a  republican,  decidedly;  and.  however  imf 
politic  and  unwise  the  frank  and  frequent  public  expression  o 
his  convictions  ?a  this   respect  may  bo,  or   have  been,    and 


44-7 


which  1  sincerely  conld  wish  were  otherwise,  they  are  eu- 
titlcd  to  respect  as  being  undisguised,  feirlesslj  avowed,  and 
conscientious.  Not  to  be  ho\vevcr,  deemed  an  absolute  pan- 
egyrist of  Mr.  Papineau  I  freely  admit  that  tiierc  has  been 
much  in  his  political  career  to  disapprove,  regret  and  con- 
demn ;  but  most  men  already  willingly  own,  and  none  more 
readily  than  do  the  British  Canadians,  former  so  hostile  to 
him  that  his  policy  has  eventuated  in  essential  good  to  the 
country  and  that  on  the  whole  it  wag  after  a'l  f.ir  better  than 
that  of  the  exotic  Bureaucracy  or  clique  of  plat  aiders,  hav- 
ing little  or  no  stake  in  the  country  but  their  c  ,  and  the 
emoluments  derived  therefrom,  for  which  in  retu.  they  mis- 
governed the  country,  and  on  whom  it  now  looks  back  with 
scorn,  who  then  monopolized  the  patronage  and  powers  of 
government  that  ho,  from  the  outset,  sturdilv  opposed,  and 
which  finally  was  overthrown  chiefly  through  his  exertions. 

It  was  in  fact  the  incessant  parliamentary  war  waged  byMr. 
Papineau  in  the  interests  of  public  against  the  Bureaucracy  in 
crossing  their  views  of  self-aggrandizeraent,  that  gave  him  the 
reputation  of  an  impracticable  man — an  obstructive— excelling 
only  in  opposition  and  the  work  of  demolition,  but  utterly  in- 
capable of  constructing  or  building  up  institutions  for  the 
permanent  advantage  of  his  country.  This,  indeed,  proves 
his  policy,  but  no  lack  of  talents  on  the  score  alluded  to.  It 
Ehould  be  borne  in  mind,  that  Mr.  Papineau's  predilections 
are  avowedly  domocratic  and  republican,  and  his  aspirations 
for  the  independence  of  Canada,-  sentiments  in  which  cer- 
tainly there  is  nothing  unnatural  nor  ignoble,  to  whatever 
other  objections  they  may  be  open, — and  therefore  that  he  is 
by  policy,  and  on  principle,  an  obstructive  to  all  measures  of 
a  nature  to  give  permanency  to  the  colonial  state,  as  one 
which  he,  at  least,  deems  of  minority  and  of  bondage  to  his 
native  country,  and,  as  such,  must  desire  rather  to  abridge 
than  perpetuate  or  prolong  What  his  abilities  to  legislate 
and  build  up  tot  an  independency,  had  the  rebellione  resulted 
in  such,  might  have  proved,  must  remain  a  problem.  But 
those  who  have  been  the  best  acquainted  with  Mr.  P.  will  not, 
I  opine,  be  the  most  likely  to  undervalue  his  talents,  or  think 
him  deficient  even  on  this  head. 

In  fine,  they  who  have  only  known  Mr.  Papineau  throngh 
his  politics  and  the  asperities  of  public  life,  in  which,  perhaps, 
he  has  been  more  inflexible  than  was  consistent  with  skilful 
statesmanship,  can  have  no  just  idea  of  the  maay  excellent, 
moral,  social  and  domestic  qualities  for  which  in  private  life 
he  is  distinguished  Uniting  the  erudition  of  the  man  of  letters 
with  the  urbanity  of  a  gentleman  :  possessing  also  the  high- 
est of  conversational  powers,  and  in  an  eminent  degree  frank  ^ 
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communicative  and  convivial,  he  is,  out  of  polities,  all  that 
can  be  desired,  and,  in  the  domestic  circle  unrivalled  for  the 
amenity  and  kindness  of  his  manners  and  disposition.     Like 
most  men  of  strong  mind  and  decided  character,  his  resent- 
ments are  indeed  deep  and  lasting,  but,  as  a  set-oif  to  these, 
such  also  are  his  friendships.     No  more  sincere  friend  can  be 
than  Mr.  Papineau.     In  every  domes 'ic  and  social  relation, 
whether  as  husband,  father,  citizen,  neighour,  companion  or 
friend,  all  who  intimately  know,  must  acknowledge  him  to  be 
not  merely  uuexceptionable,  but  exemplary.     Of  his  power 
and  prowess  in  debate  nothing  need  here  be  said.     Few  have 
ventured  to  enter  the  lists  aud  cope  with  him  who  have  not 
been  floored  in  the  contest.     Expresiing  himself  wiih  equal 
ease,  elegance  and  energy,  in  the  English  as  in   the  French 
language,  his  eloquence  is  at  once  felt  to  be  of  a  superior  or- 
der, grave,  dignilied  and  senatorial.     He  has  been,  as  emin- 
ent men  ever  are,  variously  represented,  according  to  the  pre- 
judices or  prepossessions  of  those  who  have  written  of  him, — 
by  some  as  faithless,  and  little  better  than  a  Demon  ;  by  others 
as  a  political  redeemer;  and,  indeed,  by  the  same  individualg 
very  differently  at  different  periods,  and  under  different  cir- 
cumstances.    But  whatever  be  his  merit  or  demerit  as  a  politi- 
cian aud  statesman,  a  ma'ier  which  those  who  follow  us  will 
more  correctly  decide  than  we.  his  cotemporaries  can,  I  have 
endeavoured — as  one  of  them,  unbiassed  by  any  other  motive 
of  whicli  I  am  conscious,  than  a  desire  to  do  common  justice 
1o  a  master-mind  and  independent  man,  to  say  the  least  of 
iiim,  who,  in  his  own  country  certainty  has  been  the  most 
eminent  of  his  time—to  delineate  with  an  impartial  hand  his 
many  private  virtues  and  character,  as  I  have  known  them  to 
be,  that  posterity,  nfcer  the  cloud  of  prejudice   which,  from 
the  untoward  course  of  his  political  career,  still  over-shadows 
his  name,  shall  have  disappeared  with  himself,  may  under- 
stand aud  appreciate  his  worth  as  a  man,  if  it  cannot  applaud 
him  as  a  successful  politician. 

Mr.  Papineau's  political  life  may  be  deemed  at  an  end,  or  I 
should  ijot  have  said  so  much  of  him  ;  but  I  hope  thi'  term  of 
his  natural  life  may  still  be  distant.  Born  in  HSG,  he  is  now 
in  his  67lh  year,  and,  though,  naturally  something  the  worse 
of  the  wear  and  tear  of  time  and  of  politics  combined,  still  in 
the  full  possession  of  his  intellectual  faculties,  and  with  h'  , 
family  living  in  retirement  on  the  seigniory  ofXa  Petite  Na.  '  ;j, 
County  of  Ottawa,  enjoying-  the  general  good  will  and  esteem 
of  his  nciglibours  and  acqtiaintance. 
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